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THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THOMAS Lord Vifcount SYDNEY, 

ONE OF HIS MAJESTY’S MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL, 
CHIEF JUSTICE IN EYRE SOUTH OF TRENT, 

A GOVERNOR OF THE CHARTER-HOUSE, 

AND A VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ASYLUM. 


my lord, 

The Honour that Your Lordship has done me, in 
permitting this Volume to go forth into the World under 
the Sandion of Your Name, demands my warmeft Ac- 
knowledgments. I can only wifh that the Work had 
been more worthy of its Patron. 

The Originator of the Plan of Colonization for 
New South Wales was too confpicuous a Charader to 
be overlooked bj the Narrator of its Rife and Progrefe. 
The benevolent Mind of Your Lordship led you to 
conceive this Method of redeeming many Lives that might 
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be forfeit to the offended Laws; but which, being pre- 
ferved, under falutary Regulations, might afterward be- 
come ufeful to Society : and to your Patriotifm the Plan 
prefented a Profpedt of commercial and political Advan- 
tage. The following Pages will, it is hoped, ferve to 
evince, with how much Wifdom the Meafure was fug- 
gefted and conduced; with what beneficial Effects its 
Progrefs has been attended; and what future Benefits the 
Parent Cotmtry may with Confidence anticipate. 

That Your Lordship may long live to enjoy thofe 
grateful Refledlions which a Senfe of having advanced the 
public Welfare muff be prefumed to excite ; and that 
Our most gracious Sovereign, the Father of his 
People, may long, very long reign over thefe Kingdoms, 
and continue to be ferved by Statefmen of tried Talents 
and Integrity, is the earneft Prayer of, 

MT LORD, 

Your Lordlhip’s much obliged, 

and molt devoted Servant,, 

DAVID COLLINS. 

Foijini>-Street, 

May 45, 1798. 
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PREFACE 


TT O the Public the following Work is with refpedful deference ful>- 
mined by its Author, who trufts that it will be found to comprife mudi 
information intcrelling in its nature, and that has not been anticipated by 
any former produdions on the fame fubjed. If he fliould be thought to 
have been fometimes too minute in his detail, he hopes it will be con- 
fidered, that the tranfadions here recorded were penned as they oc- 
curred, with the feelings that at the moment they naturally excited in the- 
mind ; and that circumftances which, to an indifferent reader, may a[>- 
pcar trivial, to a fpedator and participant feem often of importance. To 
the defign of this Work, (which was, to fumifh a complete record of the 
tranfadions of the Colony from its foundation,) accuracy and a degree 
of minutenefs in detail feemed effential ; and on reviewing his manu- 
feript, the Author faw little that, confiftently with his plan, he could 
perfuade himfelf to fupprefs. 

For his labours he claims no credit beyond what may be due to'the 
ftrideft fidelity in his narrative. It was not a romance that he had to 
give to the world ; nor has he gone out of the track, that adual circum- 
llances prepared for him, to furuifh food for fickly minds, by fiditious 
rektions of adventures that never happened, but which are by a certain 
defeription of readers perufed with avidity, and not unfrequcntly con- 
fidered as the only palfages deferving of notice. 

Though to a work of this nature a llyle ornamental and luxuriant 
would have been evidently inapplicable, yet the Author has not been 
wholly inattentive to this particular, but has endeavoured to temper the 
dry and formal manner of the mere journalift, with fomething of the 
hiftorian’s eafe. Long fequeftcred, however, from literary fociety, 
and from convenient accefs to books, he had no other models than 
thofe which memory could fupply ; and therefore does not prefume to 
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think his Volume proof againft the rigid ccnfor : but to liberal criticifm 
he fubmlts, with the confidence of a man confeious of having neither 
negligence nor prefumption to impute to himfelf. He wrote to beguile 
the tedium of many a heavy hour; and when he wrote looked not 
beyond the fatisfa£lion which at fomc future period might be afforded 
to a few friends, as well as to his own mind, by a review of thofe hard- 
fliips which in common with his colleagues he had endured and over- 
come ; hard/hips which in fomc degree he fuppofes to be infcparabla 
from the firfl enablifhmcnt of any colony ; but to which, from the 
peculiar circumftances and defeription of the fettlcrs in this inftance, 
were attached additional difficulties. 

In the progrefs of his not unplcafing tafk, the Author began to 
think that his labours might prove interefting beyond the fmall circle of 
his private friends ; that fome account of the gradual reformation of 
fuch flagitious charaders as had by many (and thofe not illiberal) per- 
fons in this country been confidered as paft the probability of amend- 
ment, might be not unacceptable to the benevolent part of mankind^ 
but might even tend to chcrifh the feeds of virtue, and to open new 
ftreams from the pure fountain of mercy *. 

'Nor was he without hope, that through the humble medium of this 
Hifloiy, the untutored favage, emerging from darkneli and barbarifm, 
might find additional friends among the better-informed members of 
civilized focicty. 

With thefc imprelllons, therefore, he felt it a fort of duty to offer his 
Book to the world ; and fhould the objefts alluded to be in any degree 
promoted by it, he fiiall confidcr its publication as the mofl fortunate 
circumftance of his life. 

• “ It often happens,” fays Dr. Johnfon, “ that in the loofe and thoughtlefs and difli- 
■* pated, there is a fccret radical worth, which may (hoot out by proper cultivation ; 
“ that the fpark of heaven, though dimmed and obftnifled, is yet not extinguiOied, but 

may, by the bread) of counfel and exhortation, be kindled into flame. 


Let none too haftily conclude that all goodnefs is loft, though it may for a time be 
" clouded and overwhelmed t for moft minds are the (lavet of external circumftances, 
“ and conform to any hand that undertaket to mould them ; roll down any torrent of 
cuftom in which they happen to be caught ; or bend to any importunity that bears hard 
” againft thcai.” Rsubler, N*. 70. 

Occurrences 
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Occurrences fuch as he has had to relate are not often prefented to 
the Public ; they do not, Indeed, often happen. It is not, perhaps, 
once in a century that colonies are eflablilhed in the mod remote parts 
of the habitable globe ; and it is feldom that men are found exiding 
perfedtly in a date of nature. When fuch circumdances do occur, 
curiofity, and dill more laudable fentiments, mud be excited. The 
gratification even of curiofity alone might have formed a fufficient 
apology for the Author; but he has feen too much of virtue even 
among the vicious to be indifierent to the fufferings, or backward in 
promoting the felicities of human nature. 

A few words, he hopes, may be allowed him refpe£ling the Colony 
kfelf, for which he acknowledges what, he truds, will be confidered 
as at lead an excufable partiality. He bore his lhare of the didrefles 
and calamities which it fuffered ; and at his departure, in the ninth 
year of its growth, with pleafure faw it wear an afpedi of eafe and 
comfort that feemed to bid defiance to future difficulties. The hard- 
fliips which it fudained were certainly attributable to mifchance, not 
to mifconduid. The Crown was fortunate in the fcledlion of its 
Governors, not lefs with refpedt to the gentlemen who were fent out 
exprefsly in that capacity, than in thofe on whom the temporary admi- 
nidration occafionally devolved. 

Under Governor Hunter, who at prefent prefides there, the- 
refources of the Country and the energies of the Colonids will afluredly 
be called forth. The intelligence, diferetion, and perfeverance of that’ 
officer will be zealoufly applied to difeover and fix every local advan- 
tage. His well-known humanity will not fall to fecure the favage 
illander from injury or mortification ; reconcile him to the redralnts, 
and induce him to participate in the enjoyments, of civilized fociety;. 
and indru£l him to appreciate judly the bleffings of rational freedom, 
whofe falutary redridions arc not lefs conducive to individual benefit 
than to the general weal. 

With refpedb to the refources of the Settlement, there can be little 
doubt, that at this moment it is able to fupport itfelf in the article of 
grain ; and the wild dock of cattle to the wedward of the Nepean will 
foon render it independent on this country in the article of animal 
food. As to its utility, befide the circumdancc of its freeing the moihcr 
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country from the depraved branches of her offspring, in fome inftances 
reforming their difpofitlons, and in all cafes rendering their labour and 
talents conducive to the public good, it may prove a valuable nuvfery to 
our Eaft India poffeffions for foldiers and feamen. 

If, befide all this, a Whale Filhery fhould be eftablifhed, another 
great benefit may accrue to the parent country from the coaft of New 
South Wales. 

The Ifland, moreover, abounds with fine timber in every refpcfl 
adapted to the purpofes of Ihip-building : iron too it poffeffes in abun- 
dance. Coal has been found there, and fome veins of copper ; and 
however inconfiderable the quantity of thefe articles that has been hi- 
therto found, yet the proof of their exifience will naturally lead to 
farther refearch, and moft probably terminate in complete fuceefs. 

The flax plant grows fpontaneoufly, and may, with the alliffancc of 
proper implements and other necefl'aiies, be turned to very profitable 
account. 

The climate is for the mod part temperate and healthy ; cattle are 
prolific ; and fruits and culinary vegetables thrive with almofl a tropical 
luxuriance. 

To be brief : Such is the English Colony in New South 
Wales, for which the Author is anxioufly folicitous to obtain the 
candid confideration of hi* «ovtmrymen ; among whom it has been 
painful to him to remark a difpofition too prevalent for regarding it 
with odium and difgult, 

London, 

May 2 $, 1798. 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS 


INTRODUCTION. 

SECT. Pack 

I. Tran«port» hired to carry Convifb to Botany Bay.^The Siriu$ and 
the Supply commifRoned.^ Preparations for falling.~Tonnagc of the 
Tranfports «^Numbcr$ embarked.— Fleet fait*,— Regulations on board 
* the Tranfporis. — Perfons left behind.— Two Convi^S putilQied ou 
board tlie Sirius.— The Hysena leaves the Fleet.— Arrival of the Fleet 
at Tcncriffe. — Proceedings at that Ifland — Some Particulars refpefking 
the Town of Santa Cruz.— An Excurliun made to Laguna.— A Coa- 
vifl efcapes from one of the Tranfports, but is Tetaken.— ’Proceedings. 

- llie Fleet leaves TenerilfCf and puts to Sea. - . . . i 

U. Proceed on the Voyage.— Altitude of tlte Peak of Tencrlffe.— Pafs the 
Iflrs of Sal, Bonavifta, May, and St. lago.— Crofs the Equator. — 
Progrefs.— Arrive at the Br’^ziU.— Tranfa£tions at Rio de Jauetro.— 

Some Particulars of that Town.— Sail thence.— Paflage to the Cape of 
Good Tran{a£tion$ there. — Some Particulars refpcfLng the 

Cape.— Depart for New South Wales, - - xiiL 

HI. Proceed on the Voyage.— Captain Phillip fails onward In the Supply, 
taking with him three of the Tran fports.— Pafs the Ifland of St. Paul. 
—Weather, January 1788.— The Soutli Cape of New Holland madeT 
— The Sirius and her Convoy anchor io the Harbour of Botany Bay, xixv 


An AnrnnwT of the £noi.ish Colony In New South Wales. 

CHAP. 

U Arrival of the Fleet at Botany Bay.— The Governor proceeds to Port 
Jackfon, where it is deierniincd to fix the Settlement.— Two French 
Ships under M. dc la Peroufe arrive at Botany Bay. — The Sirius and" 
Convoy arrive at Port Jackfon. — ^TranfaOions.— Difembarkation. — 
C^miflion and Letters Patent read.— Extent of the Territory of 
South Wales.— Behaviour of the ConviQs.— The Criminal Court twice 
sfl*einblcd.— Account of the different Courts.— The Supply Cent with 
Came SettWa to NnrfQilc Ifland.— T nmfa^ioPI. — Natives. — Weather. 


IL Broken 


I 


CONTENTS. 


[»U] 


11 


CHAP. Pace 

II . Broken Bay viCted. — M. deU Peroufe faPa.— Tranfaflions. — The Supply 

TCtums. — Lord Howe Ifland difcovered.— The Ships for China fail. — 

Some CopviQi wounded by the Nativc». — Scurty.— New Siore-houfe. 

— Nccelfarr Ordera and Appoiiitmenu — Excurfioin into the Country. 

— New Drancli of tlie Harbour into Port Jackfon.— Sheep. 

III. TranfaQions. — Tranfports fail for China. — The Supply fails for Lord Howe 

Ifland.— Return of Stock in the Colony in May — The Supply returns. 

— Tranfaflions.— A Convidl wounded.— RuQi>cutters killed by tlie 

Natives.— Governor’s Excurlion. — His Majcfty’e Birth- day Beha< 

viour of the Convi£ls.— Cattle loll. — Natives. — Proclamation. — Earth* 
quake. — Tranfports fail for England.— Supply fails for Norfolk Ifland. 

— Tranfadlions. — Natives. — Convi£ls wounded. .... 


*7 


32 


IV. Heavy Rains. — Public Works. — Sheep Aolen. — Prince of Wales’s Birtli. 
day.— FiDi.— Impofition of a Convi£l. — Natives. — Apprehcnflve of a 

Failure of Ptovifions Natives.— Judicial Adminillration.— A Convift 

murdered. = = = - i ^ - 

V. Settlement of Rofe Hill.— The Golden Grove returns from Norfolk 

Ifland.— The Storelhips fail for England.— Tranfaflions. — James Da- 
ley tried and executed for Houfebreaking.— Botany Bay examined by 
the Governor. — A Convidl found dead in the Woods. — ChtiAmas 
Day. — A Native taken and brought up to the Settlement. — Weather. 
—Climate.— Report of Deaths from the Departure of the Fleet from 
England to the 3 ift of December 1 788. . - . - . ^ 

VI. New Year’s Day.— Convifls, how employed.— Their Difpofition to Idle- 

nefs and Vice. — Her MapiAjr’* Birrh-day kept. — Natives.— Capuin 
Shea dies.— Regulations refpe£ling the Convidls — Inflances of their 

Mifcondufl.— Tranfaflions. — The Supply fails for Norfolk Ifland 

Public Works. —Natives. — ConviQs killed.— Stores robbed The 

Supply returns.— Infurrcdllon projeflcd at Norfolk Ifland.— Hurricane 
there.- Tranfaflions at Rofe Hill. ...... 

VIL Neutral Bay.— Small-pox among the Natives. — Captain Hunter in the 
Sirius returns with Supplies from the Cape of Good Hope.— Middle, 
ton Ifland difcovered.- Danger of wandering in the Forefts of an un. 

known Country.— Convifls — The Iflin^s Birth-day kept Convifts 

perform a Play.— A Reinforcement under Lieutenant Crcflivell fent to 
Norfolk Ifland.— Governor Phillip makes an Excurlion of Difcoveiy. 

— Tratifaflions.— Halvleihury River difcovered. — Progrefs at Role 
Hill.— Important Papers left behind in England. .... 

VnL Barracks —Stock. — Intelligence from Norfolk Ifland.— Police eflabliflied 
at the principal Settlement. — A fuccefsful Haul of FiOi.— A Soldier 
tried for a Rape.- Provifions begin to fail.— Natives. — A Launch com- 
pleted, — Rats.— Ration reduced to Two-thirds.— Sirius returns to the 

Cove, 


St 


«4 


Digitized Google 


CHAP. 


CONTENTS. 


[ilii] 

Page. 


Cove.~Oae of her Mates loft ia the Woods.— Supply fails for Norfolk 
Ifland.— Utility of the Night Watch.— A Female Convi£l executed for 
Houfe-breaking. ^Two Natives taken. — Serious Charge againft the 
Aftlftant Commiftary fatisfadorily cleared up.— Lieutenant Dawcs*s 
ExcurHon.— The Supply returns.— Tranfa^lions. • • • 

IX. A Convift made a free Settler.— A pleaGng Dclufion.- Extraordinary 
Supplf of Fifh.— -Cgfar^s Narrative.— Another Convift wounded by 
the Natives.— The Supply arrives from Norfolk Ifland.— A large 
Number of Settlers fcnt thither on board the Sirius and Supply.— 

Heavy Rains.— Scarcity of Piovifions increaCng in an alarming Degree. 
—Lieutenant Maxwcirs lofanity.— News brought of the Lofs of the 
Sirius.— Allowance of Provifions ftill further reduced.— The Supply 
fent to Batavia for Relief.— Robberies frequent and daring.— An old 
Man dies of Hunger.— Rofe Hill. — Salt and Fifliingdines made.— The 
Native cfcapes.— TraufaQions. - gi 

X. The Lady Juliana Tranfport arrives from England.— The Guardian. 

—His Majcfty*» Dirth-day.— Thankfgiving for His Majcfty*s Recovery. 

The Juftinian Storeftiip arrives, — Full Ration ordered.— Three Tran* 
fports arrive. Horrid State of the Convidls on board. ~Sick landed. 

— Inftance of Sagacity in a Dog. — A Convi£l drowned. — Mortality 
and Number of Sick on the 13th.— Convi£^s fcnt to Rofe Hill.— A 
Town marked out there. —Works in Hand at Sydney.— Inftru£tions 
refpc£ting Grants of Land.— Mr. Fcrguflbn droWned. — Convicts* 
Claims on the Matter of the Neptune.— Tranfaflions.— Criminal 
Cflttrtim-Whalc- ttd. 

XI. Governor Phillip wounded by a Native.— Intercourfe opened with the 

Natives.^ Great Haul of Fifti.— Convi^s abfeond with a Boat.— 
Works.— Want of Rain.^Natives — Supply returns from Batavia.— 
Tranfa£tion8 there —Criminal Courts. -James Bloodworth emanci- 
pated —Oars found in the Woods.— A Convi£i brought back in the 
Supply.— A Boat with five People loft.— Public Works.— A Convi£k 
wounded by a Native.— Armed Parties fent out to avenge him.— A 
Dutch Veficl arrives with Supplies from Batavia.— Decreafe by Sicknefs 
and Cafualtics in J/po. - - - • 1^3 

XII. New Year's Day. — A Convi£l drowned — A Native killed.— Signal 
Colours ftolen.— Supply fails for Norfolk Ifland. — H. E. Dodd, Super- 
intendant at Rofe Hill, dies,— Public Works.— Terms ottered for the 
Hire of the Dutch Snow to England.— The Supply returns. —State of 
Norfolk Illand.— Fiftiing-boat ovcrlet.— ExccIGve Heats.— Officers and 
Seamen of the Sirius embark in the Snow.— Supply fails for Norfolk 
Ifland, and the Waakfamheyd for England.— William Bryant and 
ether CoQvi£Is efcape from New South Wales.— RufC| a Settler, dc- 
a dares 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 


Cxjv 3 

CHAT. ^ Pace 

gtartf* thaf he c.in maintain himf. lf without AiB(\ancc from the Public 
Storct.-*> Ration reduced.— (.h-ilert rerpccting Mirnage.^ Port Regu ^ 
lations.-^Scttlera. — Public Works. » » « » « 14^ 

XIII. A Mufquct found by a Native.- Reports of Plans to frizc Boats. — 

Supply arrive!* from Norfolk Ifland.— The King's Birth-day.— A Canoe 
dc(lro)rcd. — Its evil Corn fown.— Battery be^un.«— One hun- 

dred and forty Acres inclofed for Cattle. — The Mar]r Ann arrives.— 

Two Criminal Courts held.— Ration improved.— rhe Matilda arrives. 

—The Mary Ann fails for Norfolk Ifland.— Settlers.— The Atlantic 
and Salamander arrive. — Full Ration iilued.— The William and Ann 
arrives.— Natives.— Public Works. - - - - - i 5 i 

XIV. The Salamander fails for, and the Mary Ann arrives from Norfolk Ifland. 

— Bondvl, a Native, returns.— A Seaman, for finking a Canoe, puniQi* 
cd.— l^hc Gorgon arrives.— CommifBon of Emancipuioot and Public 
Seal.— The A6Uve and Queen arrive.— Complaints againfl the Maftcr 
of the Queen.— Supply ordered home.— Albemarle arrives.— Mutiny 
on board — Britaonia and Admiral Barrington arrive.— Future Deftina* 
tion of the Tranfports.— The Atlantic and Queen hired.— Atlantic 
fails for Bengal.— .Salamander returns from Norfolk Ifland.— Tranfac- 
tk)ns.— PuWic Works.— Suicide. - • « lyd 

XV. A Party of Irifli Convi^s abfeond. — The Queen fails for Norfolk Ifland. 

‘Whalc-Fiihcry.— Ration altered. — The Supply fails for England. — 

Live Stock fPoblic) tn the Colony.— Ground in Cultivation —Sick. — 

Run of Water dccrcafmg.— Two Tranfports fail.— W'^hale-Filbery given 
up. — The C^ccii arrives from Norfolk Ifland. — T^C Marines embark 
in the Gorgon for England.— Ration further reduced. ~ Tranfaflions. 

— Convidls who were in the Guardian emancipated.— Store finifticd. — 
Deaths in 1791. ^ 

XVI, The Queen fails for Norfolk Ifland. — Whalers on their Filhing Voyages.— 
Convi£ks miffing.— Various Depredations.— Difpenfary and Bake-houfe 
robbed.— Proclamation.— A Criminal Court held. — Convi£f executed. 

— Tranf.i^tions.— The Pitt with Lieutenant- Governor Grofe arrives.— 
Military Duty fixed for Parramatta. — Goods felling at Sydney from the 
Pitt. — The Pitt ordered to be dtfpatched to Norfolk Ifland.— Commif* 
fibns read.— Sicknefs.— The Pitt fails.— Mr. Burton killed.— Stormy 
Weather.— Public Works.— Regulations rcfpcfling Pesfons who had 
ferved their Terms of Tranfportation.— Natives. • • • . 

XVII. Mortality in April. — Appearance and State of the Convi£Is.— Ration 
again reduced.— Quantity of Flour in Store,— Settlers.— State of 
Tranfa^ions with the Natives.— Indian Corn floien. — Public Works. 

— Average Prices of Grain, Ac. at Sydney^ and at Parramatta.— Mor- 
tality dcTcafcs.— King*s Blrtb»day,— lEe Atlantic returns from Bengal. 

— Account 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 




CHAP. 


P<n« 


— Aeconnt received of Bryant and h'u Companioni. — Ration fanhet 
reduced.— AtUntic cleared. — Sheep-pens at Parramatu attempted. — 
Quality of Provifiong received from Calcutta. — The Britamiia arrives 
from England. — Ration iitcrcafcd. — A Conrift emancipated. — Public 
Works. ------- loy 

XVlIl. The Dritannia cleared — Survey of Prorifions. — Total of Cargo received 
from Bengal.— Atlantic fails with Provifions for Norfolk Ifland. — Tranf- 
Gencril B -luviourof Convifis.— Criminal Couris.— Fftfoner 
pirdoncd condltlonaily.— Another acqui»grf.~New B.mack$ brgun. — » 
M'hffft^The Atlantic Teturnt from Norfolk IflanJ. — Information.— 
SfttJgra there dlfcontcntcd.— Principal WorVs.~Thc Britannia taken 
' ttp by the Officers of the New South Wtiies Corps to procure Stock. 

The Royal Admiral Eafl Indiaman arriyes from Engl mu 1.~ 
at the Storc.«-»A BumUrr committed — Criminal Court.— The Bri - 
tanma fails.— Shdp« opened.— Bad Conduct of fome Settlers.— Oil 
• iflued «^SIops fefveds — Goveroor PhtUtp fig»ifigs hU Intention of 

returning to E»ul ind« «■ -“•>«» - 226 

XDL A Veff-d frona AmcTtca arri?c«»^Part of her Cargo purchafed.~» George 
Barrin^^ton and others emancipated conditionally.—^Thg Royal Admiral 
faiU.~ Arrival of the Kitty Tfanfport.—^i 00 1 1, rccctyed by her.«-Hof- 
pital buUt at Parramatta.^ Harvelt begun at Toonipibbe.— ^Ration in « 
creafeds —The PhiUdcIphta fails for Norfolk lOand.-— State of ihe Culti* 
vation previoua to the GovernoKa Departure. ^Settlers.— ^Goveroor 
Phillip ftila for England. "^Regulations made by the Lieutenant Gorer- 
nor.— »Thc Hope, an American Ship, arrivea.— Her Cargo purchafed 
for the Colony.— The Chefterficid Whaler arrivcs.~Grant of Land to 
an Qfliccr.^^Ertrcme Heat and Conflagrations— Deaths in 1702. ^ 
Pricca of Stock, &c» » 242 

XX, Order refpeQing Spirita.— Seamen pttt)i(hed.~ConyiQ8 enlifted into the 
new Corps.— Rcgulationa /cfpc£Ung Divine Scrrlcc.— *rhe Hope fails. 
—The Bellona arrives. — Cargo damaged.— Information. ~T wo Wo» 
men and a Child drowned. — l*hc Kitty fnla Norfolk Ifland, — 
Ration. — An Ofliccr fent up to infpefl the Cultivation at Parramatta. 

— A Theft committed. — Works.— Kangooroo Ground opened.— 
Settlers. - Liberty Plains.— Condkiona. — B<.Uo»a fails. — Tranfafliona, 
—The Shah Hormuzear from Calcutta arrives.— Information 
by her. The Dholl expended. — Sicknefa and Death occafioned by the 
Am'rican Spirits. —The Cl>eflcr6t.kl fent to Norfolk Ifland.— Cnnifi^ 
fell their Clothing.— Two Spanifli Ships arrive.— Information.— £pi » 
taph.— A Criminal Conrt.— The JCittT returns from Norfolk Ifland. ^ 


Fraud at the Store at Parramatta. 


- ^ 9 




XXI. TImi 


• Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 


[«i] 

C H AP. Pack 

XXI. The Spanifli Ships fail. — The Chellerficld ittunu from Norfolk Ifland.— 

A Conirafl entettd into for bringing Cattit from India iothi» Country. 

— Provifiom einbatkrd on board the Bengal .Ship for Norfolk lfljnd, ~- 
The Dxdtius arrives.— Cattle loft.— Difeoverits by Captain Van, 
couter. — Two Natives of New Zealand brought in.— Bengal Ship faili. 

— Phxnomenon in the Sky. "The Hours of Lahi^ur and Ration altered. 

1 nH ft nien PetaLhment at P»rr»mit» relieeed — Accident at that 

Selilement. — Laiiili cleared by Oflicert. — Mutiny on board the KitlT. — 

The Kilty faila for England.— His MajeAy’a Binh-ilay.— Sute of the 
Prnaifion Store. — The Btiiannia arrieea. — Laifa of Cattle. — Geneeal 
Account of Cattle purchafed, loft in the Paflage, and bnded in New 
South Wales.— Natives. ........ 27!^ 

XXII. The Dxdalus falls for Nootka — A temporary Church founded.— Criminal 

Court.— The Colonial VcSel launched. — A Scheme to take a Long- 
boat.— Two Soldiers defert.— Counterfeit Dollars in Circulatioti. — A 
Soldier punilhed. — The Boddingtuns arrives from Cork.— General 
Court Martial held. — The Britannia hired and chartered for Bengal.— 

The rrew Church opened. — Accident. — Provifions in Store.— Com pur- 
chafed from Settlers. — The Britannia fails for Bengal, and the Prancis 
Schooner for New Zealand. — Irifh Convifls deal a Boat. — The Sugar 
Cane arrives.— Intended Mutiny on board prevented. — ExcurGon to 
theWellward. — Public Works. - - - . . . 

XXIII. The Boddingtons and Sugar Cane fril — A Mil!. ereQed.— .Thefts com - 
mitted. — Conarifli emancipated.- Two Perfons killed by Lightning.— 

The Fairy arrives. — Farms fold-— Public Works.— The Francis retumx 
from New Zealand. — The Fairy fails. — Ration altered, — rranfa£Uons. 

— Harvell begun.— Criminal Court held.— A ConviQ eiecuted. — Pro - 
vifions. — Mill at Parramatta.— Chriltmas Day. — Natives.— Convifts. 

— Boats.- Grants of Land. — Settlers — Public Works.— Eapences how 
to be calculated. — Deaths in- 1793.— Prices of Grain, Stock, and 
Irfibour. - - - - - - - - - - ^15; 

XXIV. A Murder committed near Parramatta. — The Francis fails for Norfolk 

Ifland.— Provifions. — Storm of Wind at Parramatta. — Crops. — A Set - 
tlement fixed at the Hawkelbury.— Natives. — A Burglary committed. 

— Samuel Burt emancipated Death of William Croaier Cook. — The 

Watches recovered. — The Francis returns from Norfolk Ifland. — In- 
formation. — The New Zealand Natives fent to their own Country. — 

— Didurbance at Norfolk Ifland. — Court of Inquiry at Sydney. — 

The Francis rcturna to Norfolk Ifland — Natives troublelbme.— Stale of 
Provifions. - ^ - - - - - - - gjj;; 

XXV. Alarming Stale of the Provifions. — The William arrives with Supplies 

ftoas England, aad the Attbus &on> Bengal.— The Amor Patrne natiual 

to 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 




CHAP. 


to Man in all Parts of the Earth.*— Information.— Mf« Bampton.^ ^ 
Captain BUgh. -^Admiral Banington TranfpoTt loft «~Fun Ration 
iffijcd.— Ingratitude and juft Punifhmcm of the Scttlcn. — Buflin*» 
CorivMill fet to work.— Gaming*— Honefty of a Nattve,«~Tbe D» - 
dalua arrives from America,— >information.~Fcm.ile Inconftancy, and 
lu Coofcquencc».~»The Arthur fji)s,~*‘rhe Francis returns from Nor- 
folk Ifland. — A Boat ftoletw— Natives kilted. — A new Mill, — Difordcr 
in the Eyes prevalent* - 


PAGBi 


111 


TYVr. The William faiU.—Cultivation.— EicurGon in Search of a River. — A 
StorelKip arrivei. — Captain Dampton. — Full Ration. — The BritanoU, 
Speedy, and Halcyon arriTC*— Particular!,— Account of StocL~Rob « 
bcrIcft«-~Thc Hope arriyc 8 .~The Indifpenfablc and Halcyon fail. — 

The Fanny arrivea from Bombay. lAformation.-~Two ConTi^t exe» 
cuted.— The Hope fails* - ~ ^ . ^55. 

yTVlI« The Speedy failt and retumt.— Eicmfion to the Weftern Mountaipa.^ 

The Francis return! from Norfolk Ifland,— Corn Bills not paid««-The 
Britannia fails for the Cape, and the Speedy on her FiOiing Voyage. — 
Notification rcfpc 6 Ung the Corn BUU.— »The Refolution and Sala * 
mander arrive from £ngtapd»^lri(h Prifoners troublerome.~-Gales of 
Wind>— •Natirca.— Dgdalut failt for Norfolk Ifland.^Emancipadoni. 
«^The Fancy fails,— A Death.— ^Bevan executed. -~A Settler mur« 
dcred at Parramatta. — The Mercury arrives. — Spanifti Sbipi. — Eman> 
cipation.— Settlera and Nati?ei.«— Civil Court. The Surpriae arrivea* 
—Deatha. —Refolution and Salamander fail.«>-TraDraQieni. — Thg 
Daedalua returna from NorfoUc Ifland,— The Mercutr 'falls for Ame * 
rica.— The Lieutenant»Governor leaves the Settlement.— *The Daedalu* 
faiU for England, and the Surprize for BengaL— The Experiment ar» 
ri?ea«— »Ciptain Paterfop aflumea the Goveroment pro r/px^re,— Ra « 
tion. ^Deaths in I794« 


383 


YTVTTT. Gangs fent to till the Public Grounds.— Tlie Francis fails.— Regulations 
for the Hawkefbury.— Natives.— Works.— “Weather.— Deaths.— Pro- 
duce at the River.— 'I'ranfafliona there.— Natives.— The Francis re- 
turns B’om Port Stephens.— Tranfacliona.— The Britannia arrives from 
the Cape— the Fancy from New Ze^iland.— Information.— The Ex* 
periment fails for India.— A Native killed.— Weather.— Wheat.— CrU 
mina! Court.— Ration reduced.— The Britannia hired to procure Pro- 
viGons.— Natives at the Hawkefbury. — "Ihc Endeavour arrives with 
Cattle from Bombay.— Deaths.— Returns of Ground fown with Wheat. 
—The Britannia fails for India— the Fancy for Norfolk Ifland.— Con* 
vi£Is.— Cafualties. 


A91 


XZUL- Ration.— A Criminal and a Citil Court held Circumftance» of the 

Death of T. Dareoer. — Salt made. — WtUon, Knightj and the Native., 

-Tht 


^-•igitized by Google 


[ivlii] 

CHAP. 


CONTENTS. 


PlOF 


— The Proridence arriret from England Four Convida brought 

from Port Stephens —Public Labour. — Storm.— The Fancy arrives 
from Norfolk Ifland.— The Supply and Reliance arrive. — Governor 
Hunter’s Commilfion read. — Tranfaflians. — The India Ships fail.— 
Anotlrcr Arrival from Engl-uirl. — Military Promotions. — Colonial Re> 
gulationa. — The Providence, Supply, and Young William fail.— The 
Sovereign Storcfliip arrives from fcngland,— Criminal Court held. — 
ConvidI eaecuted. — Printing.Prefs employed. — Ration. — Information 
from Norfolk Ifland. —The Cattle loll in 17 8 difeovered. Tranfac - 

tions. — BeniiUlong’s Condudl after his Rtturn from England Civil 

Court held.— Harrell. — Regulations. — Natives. — Meteorological Pha:- 
rromenon at the Hawkclbury. — Mr. Barrow's Death. —Deaths in 179J. 421 

XXX. The Arthur arrives from India.— Francis from Norfolk Illand. — A Play - 
I Houle opened. — Her Majcfly's Birth day kept. — Stills dellroyrd. — 

Ceres Starefhip arrives —and Esperiment from India — Ship Otter from 
America.— Natives. — Harvcfl got in. — Deaths. — A Hut demolilhed by 
the Militair — A 1 ranlport arrives with Prifoners from Iielnid.— A 
Criminal Court held. — Cx'far Ihot.— General Court Martial. Otter 
takes away Mr. Muir. — .*.bigail from America anives. — A Forgery 
committed. — Works —The Reliance, — Particulars r,fpeclrog Mr. 
Bampton, and of the F,ite of Captain Hill and Mr. Carter.—^ 
Schooner arrives from Dulkcy- 13 ay.— Crops bad. — Robberies commit - 
ted. —Supply for Norfolk IflanJ. — Natives.- Bennilloiig. — Cornwallis 
fails.— Gerald and Skirving die. ....... 4^^ 

XXXI. Slops ferved. — Orders.— Licences granted.— The Supply returns from 
Norfolk Ifland — the Sufaii from North America- and the Indifpen* 
fable from F.ngland.— A Criminal and Civil Court held. — Sick— 
Thefts committed.— The Britannia arrives from Bengal.- Mr. Raven’s 
Opinion as to the Time of making a Pafl'ige to India. — A Civil Court. 
—The Cornwallis and Eaperiment fail for India.— Caution to Mailers 

of Ships. — A Wind-mill begun.— Thefts committed State of the 

^ Settlers — The Governor goes to Mount Hunter. — Regulations 

Public Works. — Dc.iths. ^ ^ ^ ^ I I . 

XXXIl. Two Men killed j confeguent Regulations. — The Britannia hired to proceed 
to England.— Report of the Natives.— I'he Francis arrives from Norfolk 
Ifl.ind. — Public Works. — Deaths.- A Criminal Cm ut alTfmhlrrl - 
A Settler executed for Murder — The Sufan fails — A Civil Cmirr 
held.— An American Ship arrives from Bollon. — A Long-boat loll. — 

Deaths. — Weatlier.— A temporary Church opened at Parramatta 

Appointments.— The Supply fails for Norfolk Ifland and the Cape. — 
Account of Stock.— Land in Cultivation, and Numbers in the Colony. 

A Murder committed. — Britannia fails for England. — General Obferv- 
ations. - 

CONCLU - 


470 


486 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 


[lit] 


CONCLUSION: 

✓ 

Comprifing Particulars of the Britann'a’s Vovage to Enolakd; with 
Remarks on the State of Norfolk Island, and fome Account of New 
Zealand. 

ParticuJars of the State ^ Norpolk Island ti the Timt yohfn the Pace 
Ships /5ft it, - - - . 504 


Coutt of Jutiicature, • -• . 


?04 

Number of Inhabitants. • • • • 


ibid. 

Male Convi^f, ' - 

. 

5 °I 

State of Culttratlon. • • • 


ibid. 

Appropriation of the Landi - - 

• 

cod 

Sutcmem of the Stock bdonftine to Government and Indhri* 


duals on the 18th October 1796. ... 

• 

S08 

Hours of Labour* **■ - - 

. 

Jta 

Ordinary Price of Labour, . - - 

- 

513 

Arerage Prices of Proviliont raifed on the Illand, 

- 

S ‘4 

Account of Grain raifed on Norfolk Ifland. from thet^hof March 


1788 (wh*n it was firft fettled) to Oflober 1796, 

- 

5 'S 

Account of Births and Deaths from November latb, 1791. 

Co 


September 31ft, 1796, ... 

- 

ibid. 

State of the Flax Manufadkory* 

- 



jln Account tf New Zealand and its iNHABiTANxa, - - 

A Short Vocabulary 0/ the New Zealand Lanouaoe, - 


APPENDIX. 


A 


Digitized by Google 


CONTENTS. 


[«] 


APPENDIX. 


P*Ci. 


Central Remarh, 


Number I. 

Government ind ReliKioni 

S44 

tl. 

Stature and Appearance^ • • . 

549 

HIT 

Habitation!, ^ 

555 

IVT 

Mode of Living, • • . 

556 

V. 

Courtlhip and Martuge, • . . 

559 

VIT 

Cuftomi and Maniieri, • - - 

:: 

VITr 

Superflition, - « 

594 

ymr 

Dlfeafet. I : : I I 


IX. 

Properly, - » • • 

59* 

X. 

DUpofitions, «. • « . 

599 

XI. 

Funeral Cereoioniei. ... 

- 601 

XIL 

LoagRage, ... 

(Sot 

POSTCSRIPT. 

§11 


AN 


Digitized by Google 


INTRODUCTION. 


A Voyage to New South Wales. 


SECTION I. 

Tranfptrts hired to carry ConviHs to Botany Bay. — Tloe Sirha and the Supply am- 
mijftoned. — Preparations for failing. — Tonnage of the Tranfports. — Numbers 
embarked. — Fleet fails. — Regidations on board the Tranfports. — Perfons left be- 
hind. — Two ConviBs punijhed on board the Siritss.—The Hyeena leaves the 
Fleet. — Arrival of the Fleet at Tcneriffe. — Proceedings at that IJland. — Some 
Particulars rcfpetling the Town of Santa Cruz.— An Exeurfon made to Laguna. 
—A Convid efcapes from one of the Tranfports, but is retaken.— Proceedings.— 
Tlx Fleet leaves Tencriffe, and puts to Sea. 

*X'hE Cornmiflioners of his Alajcfty’s Navy, near the end of the year 1786, 
advertifed for a certain number of velfcls to be taken up for the purpofe of con- 
veying between feven and eight hundred male and female felons to Botany Bay 
in New South Wales, on the eaflcrn coall of New Holland ; whither it had 
been determined by Government to tranfport them, after having fought in vain 
upon the African coall for a fituation pofiefling the requifites for the eAabliHi- 
tnent of a colony. 

The following velTels were at length contrafled for, and alTemblcd in the 
River to fit, and take in {lores ;uid provifions, viz. the Alexander, Scarbo- 
rough, Charlotte, Lady Penrhyn, and I'riendniip, as tranfports ; and the Filh- 
bourn. Golden Grove, and Borrowdale, as (lore-lhips. The Prince of Wales 
was afterwards added to the number of tranfports, on a reprelentation being 
made to the Treafury Board that fuch tut addition was necelTary. The tranf 
ports were immediately prepared for the reception of the convicts, and the llore- 
(liips took on board provifions for two years, with tools, implements of agricul- 
ture, and fuch other articles as were conlidered nccclTary to a colonial cHa- 
Wi/hinent. 
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On the 24th of OcVober, Captain Arthur Phillip hoifteJ a pendant on board 
his Majcfty’s (hip the Sirius of 20 guns, then lying at Deptford. 'I'his (hip was 
originally called the Berwick, and intended for the Eaft India Company ; but 
having, while on the docks, met with fome accident by fire, was purchafed by 
Government for a (loro-lhip, and as fuch had performed one voyage to Ame- 
rica. Her burden was about 520 tons ; and being, from her condrufUon, well- 
calculated for this expedition, flie was taken into the fervice as a mail of war, 
and with her capacity changed alio her name. 

As the government of the Intended colony, as well as the command of the 
Sirius, was given to Captain Phillip, it was thought necelTary to appoint an- 
other captain to her, who might command her on any fervice in wTiich llie 
might be employed for the colony, while Captain Phillip Ihould be engaged in his 
government. For tliis purpofe an order was figned by his Majefty in Council, 
direfling the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty to appoint John Hunter 
efquire (then a mailer atid commander) fccond captain of the Sirius, with the 
rank of poll. Although this fhip mounted only 20 guns, and thofe but fix- 
pounders, yet on this particular fervice her cflablilhment was not confined to 
what is ufual in a (hip of that clafs ; but, with a fird and fecond captain, (he 
had alfo three lieutenants, a madcr, purfer, furgeon and two mates, a boatfwain, 
a gunner, and a fubaltem’s detachment of marines. 

The Supply brig was alfo put into commiirion, and the command given to 
Lieutenant Henry Lidgbird Ball. This veffel was to accompany the Sirius as 
an armed tender ; and both (hips, having completed their equipment at Dept- 
ford-yard, dropped down on the loth of December to Long Reach, where they 
took in their guns, powder, and other dores. 

They were here jcxned by fome of the tranfports, and continued waiting for 
orders until the 30th of January 1787, when they failed for Spithead; which 
port, however, they were prevented from reaching, by heavy and contrary gales 
of wind, which they continued to experience both in the Downs and on their 
palfage, until the latter end of the following month. 

One or two of the tranfports had in the mean time arrived at Portfmouth, ancF 
the Charlotte and Alexander proceeded to Plymouth, where they were to receive 
the male and female convids that were ready for them. 

On the 5th of March, the order for their embarkation, together with that of 
the detachment of marines provided as an efcort, was fern from the Secretary of 
State’s office, with directions for their immediately joining the other (hips of the 
expedition at the Mother-bank. This was done accordingly ; and, every necef- 
fary arrangement having taken place, the troops intended for the garrifon em- 
barked, and the conviCts, male and female, were dillributcd in the diferent 
tranfports. 

On 
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On Monday the 7th of May Captain Phillip arrived at Portfmouth, and took 
the command of his little fleet, then lying at the Mother-bank. Anxious to de- 
prt, and apprehenfive that the wind, which had for a confiderable time been 
blowing from the qmmer favourable to his paflage dotvn the Channel, might 
defert him at the moment when he moll wilhed for its continuance, he on the 
'Hiurfday following made the fignal to prepare for failing. But here a demur 
arofe among the failors on board the tranfports, who refufed to proceed to fea 
•nlefs they ihould be paid their wages up to the time of their departure, alleg- 
ing as a ground for this refufal, that they were in want of many articles necef- 
lary for fo long a voyage, which this money, if paid, would enable them to pur- 
chafe. The cullom of their employ, however, being againll a demand which 
yet appeared reafonable. Captain Phillip direfled the different mailers to put 
fuch of their people as refufed to proceed with them to fea, on board of the 
Hyaena frigate, and to receive an equal number of her Teamen, who ihould af- 
terwards be re-exchanged at fea, her captain being direfled to accompany the 
fleet to a certain diftance. 

This difficulty being removed, and the ihip’s companies of the Sirius and the 
Supply having received the ufual advance of two months’ wages, on Saturday 
the 1 2th the men of war and fome of the tranfports got under fail, with a view 
of dropping down to St. Helen’s, and thence proceeding to fea ; but the wind 
falling ihort, and proving unfavourable, they brought up at Spithead for the 
night, and at day-break next morning the whole fleet weighed with a irefli 
breeze, and, having a leading wind, pafled without any accident through the' 
Needles. 

The tranfports were of the following tonnage, and had on board the under- 
mentioned number of convkls, and other perfons, civil and military, v/z. 

The Alexander, of 453 tons, had on board 192 male convicls ; 2 lieutenants, 
a ferjeants, 2 corporals, z drummer, and 29 privates, with 1 afliflant fur- 
geon to the colony. 

The Scarborough, of 418 tons, had on board 205 male convicts ; i captain, 
a lieutenants, 2 ferjeants, 2 corporals, 1 drummer, and a6 privates, with 
I afliflant furgeon to the colony. 

The Charlotte, of 346 tons, had on board 89 male and ao female convidls; 
I captain, a lieutenants, 2 ferjeants, 3 corporals, 1 drummer, and 35 
privates, with the principal furgeon of the colony. 

The Lady Penrhyn, of 338 tons, had on board 101 female convifls; i cap- 
tain, a lieutenants, and 3 privates, with a perfon ading as a fvirgeon’s mate. 

The Prince of Wales, of 334 tons, had on board 2 male and 50 female con- 
vids ; 2 lieutenants, 3 ferjeants, 2 corporals, i drummer, and 24 privates, 
with the furvcyor-gcncral of the colony. 
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The Friendfhip, (fnow,) of *28 tons, had on board 76 male and 21 female 
convids ; i cajjlain, a lieutenants, 2 fcrjeants, 3 corporals, i drummer, 
and 36 privates, with i ailiftant furgcon to the colony. 

There were on board, befide thefe, 28 women, 8 male and 6 female children, 
belonging to the foldiers of the detachment, together with 6 male and 7 female 
children belonging to the convicts. 

The Filhbourn llorc-fliip was of 378 tons ; the Borrowdalc of 272 tons ; and 
the Golden Grove of 331 tons. On board this lall Ihip was embarked the 
chaplain of the colony, with his wife and a fervant. 

Not onlv thefe as ftore-fliips, but the men of war and iranfports, were ftored 
in every part with provilions, implements of agriculture, camp equipage, cloth- 
ing for the convicts, baggage, &c. 

On board of the Sirius were taken, as fupernumerarles, the major command- 
ant of the corps of marines embarked in the tranfports *, the adjutant and quar- 
ter-mafter, the judge-advocate of the feltlement, and the commiflary ; with 1 fer- 
jeant, 3 drummers, 7 privates, 4 women, and a few artificers. 

Proper day and night fignals were ellablifhed by Captain Phillip for the regu- 
lation of his convoy, and every neceflary inltruftion was given to the mailers to 
guard againll feparation. On board the tranfports a certain number of prifoners 
were allowed to be upon deck at a time during the day, the whole being pro- 
perly fecured at night : and as the mailer of each fliip carrying convifts had in- 
dented for their fecurity in a penalty of forty pounds for every one that might 
cfcape, they were inftrufted conllantly to confult with the commanding marine 
officer on board the tranfports, both as to the number of convias that were to 
be fuffered to come on deck during the pilTage, and the times when fuch in- 
dulgence Ihould be granted. To the military was left the care of thofe effential 
ferviccs, the prefervation of their health, the infpeftion of their provilions, and 
the dillribution of the centinels who were to guard them. Their allowance of 
provifions during the voyage (two-thirds of the ufual allowance to a feaman in 
the navy) was contrafled for in London t ; and Mr. /achariah Clark was fent 
out in one of the tranfports as the agent refponfible for the due performance of 
the contradl. This allowance was to be fufpended on their arrival at any fo- 
reign port, the commilTary of the fettlement being then to fumilh them with frelh 
provifions. 

At our outfet we had the mortification to find that two of our convoy were 
very heavy failers, and likely to be the occafion of much delay in fo long a voy- 
age as that in which we had embarked. The Charlotte was on the firft and 

• Tlus otEcer was alfo lieutenant-governor of the eolony. 
y By waiiam Ritliavds jun. efiinitc, of Walworth in the county of Surry. 
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fecond day taken in tow by the Hyaena, and the Lady Penrhyn fell confiderably 
aftcm. As the reparation of any of the 8eet was a circumftancc to be moll 
I'cduloufly guarded againfl and prevented, the Sirius occafionally Ihortened fail 
to afford the ftcrnmoll lliips time to come up with her ; at the clofe of evening 
(he was put under an eafy fail for the night, during which time Ihe carried, for 
tlie guidance of the whole, a confpicuous light in the main-top. 

On the 1 5th the fignal was made for the tranfports to pafs in fucceflion within 
hail under the Hern of the Sirius, when, on inquiry, it appeared, that the pro- 
voll-marllial of the fcttleinent (who was to have taken his palfage on board the 
Prince of Wales) was left behind, together with the third mate of the Charlotte 
tranfport, and five men from the Filhbourn ftore-lhip : the lofs of thefe five per- 
fons was fupplied by as many feamen from on board the Hyatna. 

Light or unfavourable winds prevented our getting clear of the Channel until 
the 1 6ih, at which time we had the fatisfaflion of finding that we had accom- 
plifhed it without returning, or putting in at any of the ports which ofiered 
themfelves in our way down. 

Sunday the aolh was marked by the difeovery of a defign formed among the 
conviHs on board the Scarborough tranfport to mutiny and take polfeflion of 
the Ihip. The information was given by one of the convicts to the command- 
ing marine officer on board, who, on the lying-to of the convoy at noon to dif- 
patch Captain De Courcy to England, waited on the major-commandant on 
board the Sirius, and communicated the particulars to him and Captain Phillip, 
who, after fome deliberation, direlled that the ringleaders (two in number) 
Ihould be brought on board the Sirius, there punilhed, and afterwards fecured 
in the Prince of Wales tranfport. This was accordingly put in execution, and 
two dozen laflics were inflidled by the boatfwain’s mate of the Sirius on e.ach of 
the offenders, who fledfaflly denied the exillence of any fuch defign as was im- 
puted to them. 

A boat fi-om each of the tranfports coming on board the Sirius with letters 
for England, fome additional fignals were given to the mailers, with direflions 
to thofe who had convids on board to releafe from their irons fuch as might by 
their behaviour have merited that indulgence ; but with orders to confine them 
again with additional fecurity on the Icafl appearance among them of irre- 
gularity. 

'iliefe necelTary regulations being adjuflcd, and the Hysna fent off with the 
commanding officer’s letters, the fleet made fail again in the evening. But it 
Ihould have been obferved, tliat when the Hytena’s boat came on board fhe 
brouglit fome neceffaries for the five men belonging to her, who had been lent 
to the Filhbourn ftore-fhip, and who, animated with a fpirit of enterprife, chofe 
4 rather to remain in her than return in the frigate to England. 

Tile 
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The wind was more fevourable to the Ilyarna’* return to Plymouth (which 
port flie was diredlcd to make) than to our progrefs fouthward, for the two fol- 
lowing days ; but it then coming round to the N. W., by the 34th we had 
reached the latitude of Cape Ortegal. 

On the 25th, the fignal was made for Lieutenant Shortland, the agent on 
board the Alexander, who, at his coming on board, was dire^ed to vifit the feve- 
ral tranfports, and colleft from each a lift of the different trades and occupations 
of the rcfpefUve convifls, agreeably to a form given him for that purpofe by 
Captain Phillip. From this time to the 29th the wind continued favourable, 
but blowing exceedingly fireOi, and attended with a heavy rolling fca. The Sup- 
ply was now directed to make fail and keep fix miles a-head during the day, and 
two during the night ; and to look out for the land, as it was expe£fed that the 
fleet would on the morrow be in the neighbourhood of the Madeira Ifles. Ac- 
cordingly, foon after day-break the following morning, flie made the fignal for 
feeing land, and at noon we were a-breaft of the Defetters— -certain high bar- 
ren rocks fo named, to the S. S. E. of the Illand of Madeira, and diftant about 
three leagues. 

In the afternoon of the 31ft, the Supply a-head again made the fignal for fee- 
ing land ; and Ihortly after we were a-breaft of the ridge of rocks fituated be- 
twem the Madeira and Canary Illes, called the Salvages. 

Our ftrong trade-wind appeared to have here fpent its force, and we were 
baffled (as frequently happens in the vicinity of iflands) by light airs or calms. 
With thefe and contrary winds our patience was cxerdfed until the evening of 
the 2d of June, when a fevoorable breeze fprang up, which continued during 
that night. At fix the next morning the ifland of Teneriffe was feen right 
a-head ', and about feven in the evening the whole fleet came to an anchor in 
the road of Santa Cruz. The fliips were immediately moored, taking the pre- 
caution of buoying their cables with empty calks, to prevent their being injured 
by rocks or foul ground, an inconvenience which had frequently been expe- 
rienced by navigators in this road. We found riding here a Spanifti packet, an 
Englifti brig bound to London, and fome fmaller veffels. 

Captain Phillip defigned to have fent an officer forward in the Supply, to an- 
nounce his arrival to the governor, and to fettle as well the hour of his waiting 
upon him, as fome neceffary arrangements refpefling frelh proviCons, water, 
&c. ; but as it was growing dark before the fleet anchored, and night coming 
on, when bufinefs of that nature could not well be tranfafled, his vifit was poft- 
poned until the morning. Before we came to an anchor the port-officer, or 
harbour-mafter, came on board to make the cuftomary inquiries, accompanied 
by fome Spanifti officers and gentlemen of the town, 'fhe ceremony of a falute 
was on their fide declined, having, as was alleged, but two or three guns 
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mounted for ufe ; and on our part this oiniflion was readily acquiefced in, as 
expediting the feivice which brought us thither, that of watering the foips, and 
taking on board wine and fuch other refrefhmenis as could be procured ; an ob- 
jefl of more conlequence than the Icrupulous obfervance of compliment and eti- 
quette, pardcularly in the then neceffarily crowded Hate of the Sirius. And as 
It was afterwards underltood, that it w'as not ufual at this place to refum an 
equal number of guns upon thofe occafions, (a circumflance always infilled on 
by his Majelly’s fhips when they falute,) all unpleafant difculTion of this point 
was thereby avoided. 

Early in the morning the officer was difpatchcd on fhore by Captain Phillip 
to learn at what time he might pay his refpefts to the governor. The hour of 
noon was appointed for that ceremony ; and accordingly at that time Captain 
Phillip, accompanied by the civil, military, and naval officers under his orders, 
waited on his excellency the Marquis De Branceforte, and were received by him 
with the utmod politcnels. 

The fame reafons which induced Captain Phillip to acquiefee in omitting to 
falute on his arrival at this port, operated againd his taking public notice of 
his Majedy’s birth.day, which he would otherwife have made a point of cele- 
brating with every mark of refpefl. 

In the afternoon of this day the marquis fent an officer on board the Sirius, 
politely offering Captain Phillip whatever affidance he might dand in need of, 
and that was in his power to furnilh. In the forenoon of Wednefday the 6th, 
he came in perfon on board, attended by feveral of his officers, to return Captain 
Phillip’s vifit; and afterwards entertained him, the lieutenant-governor, and 
other officers of the fettlement, navy, and marines, to the number of ten, at 
dinner. 

The next being the day of Corpus Chridi, a day of great religious obfervance 
and ceremony in Roman Catholic countries, no boats were fent from the tranf- 
ports to the fhore. The bufinefs of watering, getting off wine, &c. was fuf- 
pended by Captain Phillip’s direflions until the morrow, to prevent the lead in- 
terruption being given by any of the people under his command to the ceremo- 
nies and proceffions which were to take place. Thofe officers, whofe curiofity 
led them to obferve the religious proceedings of the day, very prudently attended 
uncovered, and knelt, wherever kneeling was required, in the dreets, and in 
their churches ; for, when it was coniidered that the fame great Creator of the 
univerfe was worfhipped alike by Protedant and Catholic, what difficulty could 
the mind have in Jiveding their pageant of its tinfel, its trappings, and its cen- 
fers, and joimng with fmcerity in offering the pured incenfe, that of a grateful 
heart ? 
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The Marquis Dc Branceforte, whom we found in the government of the Ca- 
nary Irtes, was, we were informed, a major-general in the Spanilh fervice, and 
having been three years in the government, only waited, it was faid, for his pro- 
motion to the rank of lieutenant-general to return to Spain. The falary anhexed 
to this government, a-s we underftood, was not quite equal to fifteen hundred 
pounds a-year. His Excellency’s houfe was fituated at the upper end of the 
High Street, or Square, as it W'a.< called, and was by no means the beft in the 
town, Mr. Carter (the treafurer) and fomc private merchants appearing to re- 
fidc in larger and much better habitations. The houfes in mod of the ftreets 
were built with quadrangles, a gallery running round the interior fides of the 
firft floor, on which indeed jhe families chiefly refided, appropriating the ground 
floor to offices for domeftic purpofes. The dwelling-rooms were not ceiled, but 
were open to the roof of the building, which rarely exceeded two (lories in 
height. The upper part of the windows was glazed with very bad glafs ; the 
lower part confilled of clofe lattice-work, through the fmall apertures of 
which, as we traverfed the ftreets, we had now and then opportunities of no- 
ticing the features of the women, whom the cuftom of the country had confined 
within doors to the lattice, and in the ftreet to tlie n^a zilia, or veil. There 
were but few objeds in the town fufficicntly ftrikiug to draw the attention of a 
ftranger. 

The landing-place was commodious, being formed by a (lone pier, alongfidc 
of which two boats at a time might lie with great eafe and take in their frcfli 
water. It appeared by an infeription in Spanifli, that tite pier, having fallen 
nearly into a (late of entire ruin, was indebted for its prefent convenience to the 
liberality of tlte governor, aflifted indeed by fonie merchants, who fuperintended 
and contributed largely to its repair, which w'as completed in the year 1786. 

At the lower end of the High Street was obferved a light and well-fini(hed 
monument of white marble, commemorating the man'ellous appearance of the 
image or bull of Our Lady at Candelaria, to the Guanches, the aborigines of 
the country', who were thereby converted to Chtiftianity 104 years before the 
preaching of the gofpcl. The four fides of the monument bore long inferiptions 
to this effefl, and further intimated, that it was erefted, as an aft of piety and 
cordial devotion, at the expence of Hon Bartholomi di Moniagnes, perpetual 
captain of the Royal Marine Caftle at Candelaria. 

In the centre of this ftreet were a ftone bafm and fountain, from which the 
hilubitants were fupplied with a ftreani of very good water, conveyed from the 
neighbouring hills by wooden troughs fupported on flight pofts, and reaching 
quite to the town. At the head of the ftreet, near the government-houfe, ftood 
a large ftone crofs, and at a fmall diftance the church of St. Francis, annexed 
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to which was a monaflery of Francifcans. The name of Santa Cruz, the Holy 
Crofs, feemed not inapplicable to this town, for one or more crucifixes of wood 
or (lone were to be found in moft of the (Ireets, and in others the form of the 
Crofs was painted upon the walls of the houfes. Over the entrances of fome 
houfes we obferved, inclofed in fmall glafs-cafcs, the images and pi^ures of fa- 
vourite faints, with lamps before them, which were lighted In the evenings and 
on certain public occafions. 

There were not any fortifications upon the commanding ground above the 
town ; but at each end of the bay Aood a fort, between which were ercdled 
three or four circular redoubts, cormefted with each other by a low parapet 
wall, wearing the appearance of a line of communication between the forts ; but 
very few cannon were to be feen in the Vorks. 

On the (kirts of the town to the fouthward we vdfited a workhoufe, which 
hid been originally defigned for the reception of the mendicants with which the 
town had been very much infofted. ' About forty families had fubferibed a cer- 
tain fum to cre^l this building, and to furnilh it in a manner every way conve- 
nient and confident with fuch a defign. But w’e were informed that the go. 
vemor had filled it with the daughters of the labouring poor, who w'cre here in- 
drufled in weaving and fpinning, and were brought up in indudry and cleanli- 
nefs, remaining in the houfc until of a marriageable age, w hen a portion equal to 
ten pounds derling was given with each on the day of her nuptials. This and 
the other expences of the houfe were fumilhed by a fund produced from the 
labour of the young people, who appeared all in the fame drefs, plain indeed, 
but cleanly and neat. 

We heard with furprife, and not without regret, that this inditution was likely 
to fall to the ground whenever the governor’s departure fhould take place, the 
fnbfcribers being difiatisfied with the plan that was then purfued, alleging that 
their money had been given to get rid of their beggars, whofe numbers were 
not diminilhed ; and that the children were only taught what they could learn 
from their mothers at home. To us however, judging without prejudice or 
partiality, the defign of the inditution appeared to have been more effcQually 
ai^wcrcd by driking at the root of beggary, than if the chaiity had been merely 
confined to objefls who would have been found daily to multiply, from the com- 
fotiible provifion held out to them by that charity. 

A whole-length picture of the governor was hung up in the working-rooms of 
the houfe. He was reprefented, agreeably to the end that was at firlt propsifed 
by the inditution, condufling a miferable objed to the gate of the workhoufe ; 
a front view of which was allb given. 

Thcfe idands, known to the Romans by the appelbtion of the I'erlunaic 
Ifiands, appeared even at tliis day to deferve that epithet } for the inhabitants 
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were fo fortunate, and the foil fo happy, that no venomous creature had been 
found to live there ; feveral toads, adders, and other poifonous reptiles, which 
had been brought thither for proof, having died alinoft immediately after their 
arrival. The air of this place is very falubrious ; an iuilance of which was re- 
marked in a gentleman who was faid to be 1 13 years of age, and who had been 
happy enough to preferve his faculties through fuch a feries of time, nearly en- 
tire, his memory alone appearing to be impaired. He came from Waterford in 
Ireland, atid had been vice-conful at this port ever fince the year 1 709. 

We were informed that a flight Ihock of an earthquake had been felt here ia 
the month of February preceding, but was unattended with any eruption from 
the Peak, which had not alarmed the iiland fince the year 1 703, when it de- 
llroyed the port of Guarrachica. 

When the weather was very hot at Santa Cruz, the better fort of the inhabit- 
ants chofe cooler relidences higher up in the mountains, and thefe they could 
eftablifh in whatever degree of temperature they chofe ; for in propoitidh as 
they afeended the air became cooler, the famous Peak being (though a volcano) 
clad in perpetual (how at its fummit. We underllood that the rain fell very 
heavy at certain feafons ; and, on the (ides of the hills which furrounded the 
town, ridges or low walls of (lone were conllruded at (hort didances, with in- 
tervals in them, to break the force of the water, which otherwife, defending in 
torrents, would fweep away every thing before it. Around Santa Cruz, indeed, 
there appeared but little vegetation for which to be apprebenfive, nor did the 
profpefl brighten till we came within view of the town named Laguna, an in- 
land fettlement, and once the capital of the ifland. 

For this place a party of us fet forward on the 8th, mounted, according to the 
cudom of the country, upon mules or affes. Our route lay over bills and 
mountains of rock continually afeending, until within a fhort didance of the 
town, at which we arrived in between two and three hours from our leaving 
Santa Cruz. Tlie road over which we pafled was wide, but for the greated part 
of it we travelled over loofe dones that bore all the appearance of cinders ; in 
fome places refembling a regular pavement, and in others our beads were com- 
pelled to fcramble as well as they could over the hard folid rock. We found 
that Laguna, which was fomewhat better than three Englifh miles didant from 
Santa Cruz, had formerly been a populous city y the dreets were fpacious, and 
laid out at right angles with each other. 

Here were two monadcries and as many convents. The monadery of St. 
Augudinc we vifited ; and the good fathers of it with great civility conduced 
us to their chapel, though it was preparing for the celebration of fome religious 
ceremony. We found the altar-piece, on which was commonly difplayed all 
their finery and tade, neat, light, and elegant. Few paintings were to be feen ; 
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the bed were half-lengths of fome of the faints difpofed round the pulpit. The 
form of this building was a quadrangle, the centre of which was laid out in gar- 
den-ground, elegantly divided into walks, bordered with rofes, myrtle, and a 
variety of other Ihrubs and flowers. Hence we proceeded to the retreat of reli- 
gious females, but had not chofen the proper time for paying our refpefls, 
which ceremony w'c therefore deferred until our returq in the evening from an 
cxcurfion into the adjacent country. 

The town of Laguna (a name which flgnifles Lake or Swamp) is fltuated upon 
a plain furrounded by high hills, and watered by the fame means as Santa Cruz, 
from a great dillance up the country. We noticed, indeed, two flone-bafms, 
and fountains playing in different flreets of the place. The buildings here had 
a manifell fuperiority over thofe of Santa Cruz, the flreets were far more fpa- 
cious, and the houfes larger. In fome of the former we perceived a regular line 
of (hops filled chiefly with articles from England. The infalubrity of the air of 
this place, however, bad driven, and was continuing to drive, fneh numbers al- 
moft daily from its influence, that it had more the ^pearance of a dderted than 
of an inhabited town, weeds and grafs literally growing in the flreets. As this 
town decreafed in its population, Santa Cruz, with fome others on the ifland, 
received the benefit ; and it mull be acknowledged, that although in quitting 
Laguna they removed from fertile fields and a romantic pleafant country, to un- 
couth and almofl barren rocks at Santa Cruz, they changed a noxious for a 
very healthy fituation. 

After viewing the town we remounted our beafts, and proceeded by the 
fide of the aquedufl into a moll delightful country, where we found the 
people cheerfully employed in gathering their harvefl, and finging their rural 
roundelays. The foil produced oats, barley, wheat, and Indian corn ; but, 
though it bore always two, and fometimes three crops, it was ncverthelefs un- 
equal in the whole of its produce to the confumption of the ifland, the defi- 
ciency being fupplied from the Grand Canary. 

The fides of the hills were clothed with woods, into one of which we rode, 
and arriving at a place named II Plano de los Vieios, or the Plain of the Old 
Pet^e, we relied for Ibme little time, and afterward, crolGng through a culti- 
vated valley, afeended the hill on the oppofite fide, where we vifited the fource 
of the llream that fupplied the aquedufl. Returning thence, we refrelhed under 
the walls of a fmall chapel, where a friar occafionally performed mafs for the 
neighbouring country people. About five o'clock we again entered Laguna, 
with the intention of paying our compliments to the fiflerhood of the convent 
which we had vifited in the morning ^ but whether our party was too numerous, 
€>r from what other caufe it proceeded we could not learn, we were only 
frvoured with the company of four or five of the elder ladies of the hou.'e, who 
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talked ven’ loud and very fafV. After purchafmg fome few bunches of artificial 
fruit, we took our leave, and proceeded to Santa Cruz, cautioufly indeed, 
down the hills and rocks which we had afeended in the morning, and arrived 
about fun-fet. 

An outward-bound Dutch Eaft-lndiaman had anchored in the road fince the 
morning. 

In the evening of this day John Powers, a convict, made his efcape from the 
Alexander tranl'porr, in a (mail boat which by Tome accident was I'ufFcred to lie 
unattended to alongfide the fhip, with a pair of oars in it ; he was however re- 
taken at day-break the next morning, by the aftivity of the mailer and a party 
of marines belongi-y to the tranfport, and brought on board the Sirius, whence 
he was removtxl to his own Ihip, w ith dirctlions for his being heavily ironed. 

it api-icared that he had at firft conceived hopes of being received on board 
the Dutch F.all-India ihip that arrived in the morning ; but, meeting with a 
difappointment there, rowed to the fouthem pan of the iiland, and concealed 
himfelf among the rocks, having firft fei his boat and oars adrift, which fonu- 
nately led to a difeovery of the place he had chofen for his retreat. The Marquis 
de Branceforte, on hearing of his efcape, exprefled the greateft readinefs to affift 
in his recovery ; and Captain Phillip oflered a confiderable reward for the fame 
purpofe. 

I laving completed the provifioning and watering of the fleet, and being again 
ready to proceed on our voyage, in the afternoon of Saturday the qih the fignal 
was made from the Sirius for all boats to repair on board ; ihonly after which 
(lie unmoored, and that night lay at fingle anchor. 

At day-break the following tnoming the whole fleet got under way. 
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SECTION II. 

Ttueed en the Voyj^e.— Altitude ef the Peak of Teneriff'e.—Paft the IJlcs of Sal, 
Banavifta, May, and St. logo . — Crifs the Equator.— Progrefs. — Arrive at the 
Brazilt. — Tra/faBions at Rio de Janeiro — Some Particulars of that Town — 
Sait thence. — Pajfage to the Cape of Good Hope — TranfiBions there. — Some 
Particulars rcfpsBing the Cape. — Depart for New South Wales. 

Light airs ha<l, by the noon of Monday the i ith, carried the fleet midway 
between the iflands ofTeneriffe and the Grand Canary, which latter was now very 
dilUndly fecn. I'his ifland wore the fame mountainous appearance as its oppo- 
fite neighbour Tcneriffe, from which it feemed to be divided by a fpace of about 
eleven leagues. Being the capital of the Canary Iflands, the chief bilhop had his 
relidence there, and evinced in his diocefe the true fpirit of a primitive Chrifl- 
ianity, by devoting to pious and charitable purpofes the principal part of a revenue 
of ten thoufand pounds per annum. ITic chief officers of juflice alfo refide in 
this ifland, before whom all civil caufes are removed from Tcneriffe and the 
other Canary Iflands, to be finally decided. 

While detained in this fpot, we had a very fine view of the Peak of Tcneriffe, 
lifting its venerable and majeflic head above the neighbouring hills, many of 
which were alfo of confiderable height, and perhaps rather diminifhed the 
grandeur of the Peak itfelf, the altitude of which we underflood was 1 5,396 
feet, only 148 yards fhort of three miles. 

On the 14th, the wind began to blow Heady from the north-cafl ; and on the 
15th, about eleven in the forenoon, we crolTcd the tropic of Cancer. Our wea- 
ther now became hot and clofe, and we tolledalong through a very heavy fea, 
the convoy, however, keeping well together. 

At fix o’clock in the morning of the i8th, the Supply, then a-head of the 
fleet, made the fignal for feeing land. 'I"he weather being very hazy, we had 
but an indiflinfl view of the Ifle of Sal, one of the Cape de V'erd iflands, bearing 
N. W. by W. i W. diflant eight leagues ; and at one the fame day, w^e came in 
fight of the Ifland of Bonavifla, bearing S. W. diflant two leagues. 

Captain Phillip defigning to anchor for a few hours at the Ifland of St. lago, 
to procure water and other refrefhments, if he could get in without any rifk or 
difficulty, in the evening fhortened fail, and made the convoy’s fignal to dofc, 
the run from thence to that ifland being too great to admit of our reaching it 
before dark. The Supply was direfled at the fame time to keep a-head with a 
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light during the nighty and at twelve o’clock the nlght-fignal was made for the 
fleet to bring-to. 

At fix the next morning we made fail again, and foon after paflfed the Ifle of 
Mav, diftant about four leagues, bearing N. W. by W. of us. Between nine 
and ten o’clock we made the fouth end of the Ifland of St. lago, and at the dif- 
tance of about Uvo leagues. The wind frelhening foon after we faw the ifland, 
at noon we were ranging along the fouth fide of it, with- the fignal flying for the 
convoy to prepare to anchor ; but at the moment of our opening Praya-bav, 
and preparing to haul round the fouthem extremity of it, the fleet was fuddenly 
taken aback, and immediately after baffled by light airs. We could however 
perceive, as well by the colours at the fort, as by thofe of a Portuguefe fnow 
riding in the bay, ,that the wind blew direflly in upon the fliore, which would 
have rendered our riding there extremely hazardous ; and as k was probable 
that our coming to an anchor might not have been efle^led without fome acci- 
-dent happening to the convoy, Captain Phillip detennined to wave, for the fu- 
perior confideration of the fafety of the fleet under his care, the advantages he 
might otherwife have derived from the fupply of ffeih provifions and vegetables 
to be procured there : the breeze therefore coming off the land, and with fufli- 
cient effeft to carry us clear of the ifland and its variable Weather, the anchor- 
ing fignal was taken in, and we made fail about two o’clock, the fleet ftanding 
away due fouth. Our hidden departure from the ifland, we imagined, mult 
have proved fome difappointment to the inhabitants, as we noticed that a gun 
was fired at the fort, Ihortly after our opening the bay ; a fignal, it was fup- 
pofed, to the country people to bring down their articles for trade and barter. 

On the 14th of July the fleet croffed the equator in the s6th degree of eaft 
longitude. Such perfons as had never before croffed the Line were compelled 
to undergo the ridiculous ceremonies which thofe who were privileged were 
allowed to perform on them. 

From this time our weather was pleafant, and we had every appearance of 
foon reaching our next port, the Rio de Janeiro, on the Brazil coall. 

'rhe track which we had to follow was too beaten to afford us any thing 
new or interefting. Captain Phillip propoled making the Ifland of Trinidada ; 
but the eafterly winds and foutherly currents which we had met with to the 
northward of the Line having fet us fo far to the weftward when we croffed it, 
he gave up all expeflation of feeing it, and on the a 8th altered his courfe, fleer- 
ing S. W. Trinidada is laid down in ao° 25' fouth latitude, and 28° 35' weft 
longitude, while we at noon on the 29th were in 19* 36' fouth latitude, and 
33° 18 well longitude. 

The longitude, when calculated by either altitudes of the fun, for the time- 
piece, (of ^ndal’s conflruding, which was fent out by the Board of Longitude,) 
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or by the meant of feveral fetg of Innar obfervations, which were taken by Cap- 
tain Hunter, Lieutenant Bradley, and Lieutenant Dawes, was conRantly (hewn 
to the convoy, for which purpofc the fignal was made for the whole to pafs un- 
der the'ftem of the Sirius, when a board was fct up in fome confpicuous part of 
the Ibip with the longitude marked on it to that day at noon. 

A good look-out (to make ufc of the fea-phrafc ufual on thefc occafions) w'as 
kept for an iiland, not very well known or dcfcribcd, which was laid down in 
fome charts, nearly in the track which we were to crofs, but it was not feen by 
any of the fliips of the fleet ; nor was implicit credit given to its exiftence, al- 
though named, (the Ifland of Afeenflon,) and a latitude and longitude ailigned 
to if. It was conjeflured, that the iflands of Martin Vas and Trinidada, lying 
within about five leagues of each other, had given rife to the idea of a new 
iiland, and that Afeenfion was in reality one or other of thofe iflands. 

Only two accidents happened during the paflage to the Brazils. A fcaman 
belonging to the Ale.vander wa^fo unfortunate as to fall overboard, and could 
not be recovered — and a female convift on board the Prince of Wales was fo 
much bruifed by the falling of a boat from off the booms, (which, owing to the 
violent motion of the fhip, had got loofe,) that flic died the following day, not- 
wilhflanding the profeflional ikill and humane attention of the principal furgeon ; 
for as the boat in launching forward fell upon the neck andcrulhed the vertebrx 
and fpinc, all the aid he could render her was of no avail. 

On Thiirfdaythc ad of Augull we had thecoaft of South America in fight ; 
and the head-land, named Cape Frio, was diflinflly feen before the evening 
clofid ill. Our time-piece had given us notice when fo look out for it, and the 
land was made precifely to the hour in which it had taught us to expeft it. It 
was not, however, until the evening of the 4th that we anchored within the 
iilands at the entrance of the harbour of Rio de Janeiro. 

At day-break the next morning an officer was difpatched from the Sirius to 
inform the viceroy of the arrival of the fleet ; and he moil readily and politely 
protnifed us every alliflance in his power. A (hip bound to Lifbon palling us 
about noon, that opportunity was taken of fending an account to England of 
the fortunate progrefs which we had fo far made in the long voyage before us ; 
foon after which the port-ofliccr, or harbour-mafler, came on board, and, the 
fca-brecze beginning to blow, the fleer got under fail. About five in the after- 
noon we eroded the bar, and foon after palling the fort of Santa Cruz, faliiteil k 
with thirteen guns, which were returned by an equal number of guns from the 
fort. While (aluting, it fell calm ; but by the alliflance of a light breeze which 
afterwards fpi ung up, and the tide of flood, the Sirius was enabled to reach for 
tnough in by feven o’clock to come to an anchor in the harbour of Rio de 
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Janeiro ; the convoy alfo anchored as they came up, at the dillance of about a 
mile and a half from the landing-place, which was found very commodious. 

Our paflage from Tencriffe, although rather a long one, had fortunately been 
unattended with any difeafe, and the furgeon reported that we had brought in 
only mnety-five perfons fick, comprehending every defcription of people in the 
fleet. Many, however, of this number were bending only under the prelTure of 
age and its attendant infirmities, having no other complaints among them. 

On the morning after our arrival the intendant of the port, with the ufual 
officers, repaired on board the Sirius, requiring the cuflomary certificates to be 
given, as to what nation flie belonged to, whither bound, the name of her com- 
mander, and his reafon for coming into that port ; to all which fatisfaflory an- 
fwers were given ; and at eleven o’clock the day following Captain Phillip, ac- 
companied by the officers of the fcttlcraent, civil and military, waited upon Don 
Louis Vafconcellos, the viceroy of the Brazils, at his excellency’s palace, who 
received them with much politenefs, readily aflenting to a tent being pitched on 
fliore for the purpofe of an obfervatory ; as well as to the drawing of the Seine 
in different parts of the bay for fifh; only pointing out the reflridions that 
would be neceflary to prevent the failors from Hraggling into the country. On 
their taking leave, it was mofl politely intimated, that no reflraint would be im- 
pofed upon the officers, whenever they came on ftiore to the tow n, in which they 
were free to pafs wherever they defired. A condud fo oppofite to that in gene- 
ral obferved to foreigners in this port could by us be attributed only to the great 
efleem in which Captain Phillip was held here by all ranks of people during the 
time of his commanding a Ihip in the Portuguele fervice ; for on being informed 
of the employment he now held, the viceroy’s guard was direded to pay him 
the fame honours during his flay here, that were paid to himfelf as the reprefent- 
ative of the crown of Portugal. 

The palace of the viceroy flood in the Royal Square, of which, together with 
the public prifon, the mint, and the opera-houfe, it formed the right wing. Of 
thefe buildings the opera-houfe alone was fhut up ; and we were informed, that 
the gloom which was throw-n over the court and kingdom of Portugal by the 
death of the late king, had extended in full force to the colonies alfo ; all pri- 
vate and public amufements being fince that time difeouraged as much as poffiUe, 
the viceroy himfelf fetting the example. Once a-week, indeed, his excellency 
had a mufic-meeting at the palace for the enter fainraent of himfelf and a few 
feled friends ; but nothing more. 

The town 0/ St. Sebaflian (or, as it is more commonly named, the town of 
Rio de Janeiro, which was in fad the name of the river forming the bay, on the 
weftern fide of which was built the town) is large, and was originally defigned to 
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have had an elevated and airy /ituation, but was, unfortunately for the inhabit- 
ants, erefted on low ground along the fliore, and in a recefs almoft wholly out 
of the reach of the refrelhing fca-breeze, which was obferved to be pretty regular 
in its vifitaiions. The iiihabitanrs, neverthelefs, deemed the air falubrious ; and 
We were informed that epidemic diiiempers were rare among them. In their 
flreets, however, were fretjuently ften objefis of wrcichednefs and mifery crawl- 
ing alxiut with moft painful and difguding fuellings in their legs and privities. 
Ihc hofpiial, which had formerly been a Jefuit’s convent, itood near the fummit 
of the hill, in an open fituation, at the back of the town. From the great efti- 
ination in wliich Englilh furgeons were held here, it would feem that the town is 
not too well provided in that refpeS. Sehor Ildefonfe, the principal in the 
place, had lludied iu England, where he went under the courfe of furgical educa- 
tion called walking the faofpitals, and might by his pradice in this place, which 
was confiderable, and quite as much as he could attend to, have foon rcalifed a 
handfoine fortune ; but we underdood, that to the poor or neceflitous fick he 
always adminiftered gratu. 

The townlhip of the Rio de Janeiro was faid to contain on the whole not lefs 
than 40,000 people, cxclufive of the native Indians and negroes. Thefe lad ap- 
pear to be very numerous, of a drong robud appearance, and are brought 
from the coad of Guinea, forming an extenfivc article of commerce. With 
thefe people of both fexes the dreets were condantly filled, fcarcely any 
other defeription of people being feen in them. Ladies or gentlemen were 
never feen on foot in the dreets during the day ■, thofe whofe bufinefs or 
inclination led them out being carried in clofe chairs, the pole of which came 
from the head of the vehicle, and reded on the IhoulJcrs of the chairmen, 
having, notwithdanding the gaudinefs of the chair itfelf, a very awkw'ard 
appearance. 

The language fpoken here by the w hite people was that of the mother coun- 
try— Portuguefe. The ecclcfiadics in general could converfe in Latin ; and 
the negro Haves fpokc a corrupt mixture of their own tongue with that of the 
people of the town. The native Indians retained their own language, and could 
be dillinclly difeerned from the natives of Guinea, as well by the colour of the 
Ikin, as by the hair and the features of the lace. Some few of the military con- 
vtrfed in French; but this language was in general little uied. 

The town appearetl to be well fupplied with water, which was conveyed into 
it from a great didance by means of an aqucduch, (or carioca,) which in one 
place having to crofs a road or p^lic way was raifed upon a double row of 
drong lofty arches, forming an object that from the bay, and at the entrance of 
the harbour, added confiderably to the beauty of ilic imagery. From tliis aque- 
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duft the water was received into ftone fountains, conftrufled with capacious ha- 
fins, whither the inliabitanis fent their linen, to have the dirt rather beaten than 
wafhed out of it, by flaves. One of thefe fountains of a modern conllruftion 
was finilhed with great talle and neatnefs of execution. 

We abb obfeired feveral large and rich convents in the towti. Tlie chief of 
thefe were, the Bcnediftine and the Carmelite ; one dedicated to St. Anthony, 
another to Our Lady of Affiilanee, and another to S“ Therefa. The two lafl 
were for the reception of nuns ; and of the two, that of S'* Therefa was re- 
ported the fevered in its religious duties, and the driclcd in its reftraints and re- 
gulations. The convent D. Ajuda, or of Aflidance, received as penfioncrs, or 
boarders, the widows of officers, and young ladies hating lod their parents, who 
were allowed to remain, conforming to the rules of the convent, until married, 
or olherwife provided for by their friends. There were many inferior convents 
and churches, and the whole were under the fpiritual direftion of a bidiop, 
whofe palace was in the town, a ffiort didance from one of the principal 
convents. 

Near the carioca, or aquedudl, dood the feminary of St. Jofeph, where the 
fervants of the church received their education, adopting on their entrance the 
clerical habit and tonfure. The chapel to the feminary was neat, and we were 
conduced by a fenfiblc well-informed father of the Benediflinc Order to a fmall 
library belonging to it. 

To a dranger nothing could appear more remarkable than the innumerable 
religious proceffions which were to be fecn at all hours in this town. At the 
clofe of every day an image of the Virgin was borne in proceffion through the 
principal dreets, the attendants arrayed in white furpliccs, and bearing in their 
hands lighted tapers ; chanting at the fame time praifes to her in Latin. To this, 
as well as to all other religious proceffions, the guards turjied out, grounded 
their arms, kneeled, and fhewed the mod fubmiffive marks of refpefl ; and the 
bells of each church or convent in the vicinity of theii progrefs founded a peal 
while they Were paffing. 

Every church, chapel, or convent, being under the aufpices of feme tutelary 
faint, particular days were fet apart as the fedival of each, which were opened 
with public prayers, and concluded with proceffions, mufic, and fireworks. The 
church and altars of the particular faint whofe proteftion was to be folicited 
were decorated with ail the fplendor of fuperdition *, and illuminated both 
within and without. During feveral hours after dark, on thefe folemn fedivals, 
the inhabitants might be feen walking to a^l from the church, drclTcd in their 

• We wet* informed th»t they never permitted «ny bafe metals near tha'r altars, all their refTelt, 
Itc. being of tbe purcS gold or lilscr. 
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bell lubilimems, accompanied by ilieir children, and attended by their (laves and 
their carriages. 

An inllance was related to us, of the delay that was thrown in the way of labour 
by this extravagant parade of public worfhip, and the (Irid obfervance of faints’ 
days, which, though calculated, no doubt, by the glare which furrounds the 
Ihrine, and decorates the vehure of its prieih, to uitprcl's and keep in awe the 
minds of the lower fort of people, Indians and flaves, had neverthelefs been 
Iburui to be not w ithout its evil effecls : 

A (liip from Lilbon, laden chiefly with bale goods, was burnt to the wafer’s 
edge, with her whole cargo, and much private property, the fourth day after 
her anchoring in the harbour, ow ing to the intervention of a fabbath and two 
faints’ days which unfortunately enfued that of her arrival. All that could be 
done was, to tow the vefl’el on (hore near the Ifland of Cobres, clear of the (hip- 
ping in the bay, where grounding, (he was totally confumed. One of the pa(Ten- 
gers, whofe whole property was deftroyed with her, came out to (ill an high 
judicial employment, and had with all his family removed from Lilbon for that 
purpofe, bringing with him whatever he had valuable in Europe. 

At a comer of almoft every (Ireet in the town we obferved a fmall altar, dedi- 
cated generally to the Virgin, and decorated with curtains and lamps. Before 
thefe altars, at the dole of every evening, the negroes alTembled to chant their 
vefpers, kneeling together in long rows in the (beet. The policy of thus keep- 
ing the minds of fo large a body, as that of the black people in this town, not 
only in conftant employment, but in awe and fubjedion, by the almoft perpetual 
exercife of religious worlhip, was loo obvious to need a comment. In a colony 
where the fervants were more numerous than the mafters, a military, however 
excellent, ought not to be the only control ; to keep the mind in fubjedion 
rauft be as neceflary as to provide a check on the perfonal condud. 

The trades-people of the town, have adopted a regulation, which rauft prove of 
infinite convenience to ftrangers, as well as to the inhabitants. We found the 
people of one profellion or trade dwelling together in one, two, or as many 
ilreets as were neceflary for their numbers to occupy. Thus, for inftance, the 
apothecaries refided in the principal (beet, or Rua Direita, as it was turned ; one 
or more ftrccts were afligned to the jewellers ; and a whole diftrid appeared to 
be occupied by the mercers. By this regulation the labour of traverfing from 
one ftreet to another, in fearch of any article which the purchafer might iviih to 
have a ch^e of, was avoided *. Moll of the articles were from Europe, and 
were fold at a high price. 

* The (am: ufeiut rcgiiUtion is ubfctvcd at Aleppo. 
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Iloufts here were built, after the fafliion of llie mother-country, with a fmall 
wooden balcony over the entrance ; but to the eye of one accuftomed to the 
cheerful appearance of glafs windows, a certain fombre ca/l fcenied to pervade 
even their beft and vvidcll ftreets, the light being conveyed through window- 
frames of clofe lattice-work. Some of thefe, indeed, being decorated on the 
outfide with paint and fome gilding, rather improved the look of the houfes to 
which they belonged. 

The winter, we were informed, was the only feafon in which the inhabitants 
could make excurfions into the country ; for when the fun came to the fouth- 
ward of the Line, the rain, as they moil energetically aflured us, defcended for 
between two and three months rather in feas than in torrents. At this feafon 
they confined themfelves to their houfes in the town, only venturing out by the 
unfcorching light of the moon, or at thofe intervals when the rains were mode- 
rated into fhowers. But, though the fummer feafon is fo extremely hot, the ufe 
of the cold bath, w>e found, was wholly unknown to the inhabitants. , 

The women of the town of Rio de Janeiro, being born within the tropics, 
could not be expefled to poflefs tlic beft complexions ; but their features were 
in general expreflive — the eye dark and lively, with ^ (Iriking eye-brow. The 
hair was dark, and nature had fm-oured them with that ornament in uncommon 
profufion : this they moftly wore with powder, drained to a high point before, 
and tied in feveral folds behind. By their parents they were early bred up to 
much ufeful knowledge, and were generally mUlreircs of the polite accomplilh- 
ments of mufic, finging, and dancing. Thdr converfation appeared to be lively, 
at times breaking out in failles of mirth and wit, and at others difplaying judg- 
ment and good In their drefs for making or receiving vifits, they chieSy 
afi'efied fitks and gay colours ; but in the mornings, when employed in the ne- 
celfary duties of the houfe, a thin but elegant robe or mantle thrown over the 
ihoulders was the only upper garment worn. Both males and females w'ere 
early taught to drefs as men and women ; and we had many opportunities of fee- 
ing a hoop on a little Donna of three years of age, and a bag and a fword on a 
Senor of fix. This appearance was as diflicuit to reconcile as that of the faints 
and virgias in their churches being decorated with powdered perruques,. fwords, 
laced clothes, and fiiU-drefled fuitSk 

Attentions to the women were perhaps carried farther in this place than is cuf- 
tomary in Europe. To a lady, in the prefence of a gentleman, a fervant never 
was fuffered to hand even a glafs of water, the gentleman (with a refpeft ap- 
proaching to adoration) performing that office ; and thefe gallantries appeared 
to be received as the homage due to their fuperior rank in the creation. It waa 
laid, indeed, that they were not difinclined to intrigues, but in public the ftriflelb 
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decorum and propriety of behaviour was always obferved in the women, fingle 
as well as married. At houfes where feveral people of both fexes were met to- 
gether, the eye, on entering the room, was inflamly hurt, at perceiving the fe- 
male part of tile company ranged and feated by thernfelves on one fide, and the 
gentlemen on the other, an arrangement certainly unfavourable to private or 
particular converfadon. Thefe daughters of the Sun Ihould, however, neither he 
cenfured nor wondered at, if found indulging in pleafures againft which even the 
conftitutions of colder regions are not proof. If froaen Chaftity be not always 
found among the children of ice and fnow, can fhe be looked for among the in- 
habitants of climates where froll was never felt? Yet heartily Ihould (he be wel- 
comed wherever (he may be found, and doubly prized if met with unexpeftedly. 

ITie mines, the great fource of revenue to the crown of Portugal, and in the 
government of this place the great caufe of jealoufy both of ftrangers and of the 
inhabitants, were fituated fomewhat more than a week’s journey hence, except 
fome which had been lately difeovered in the mountains near the town. Suffi- 
cient employment was found for the Mint, at w'hich was (truck all the coin that 
was current here, befides what was fent to Europe. The diamond-trade had 
been for fome time taken into the hands and under the infpection of Govern- 
ment ; but the jewellers’ (liops abounded with topazes, chryfolites, and other 
curious and precious (tones. 

Befide the forts at the entrance of the harbour, there were two others of con- 
fiderable force, one at either extremity of the place, conflrudled on iflands in the 
bay. On an eminence behind the town, and commanding the bay, flood the 
Citadel. The troops in thefe works were relieved regularly on the lad day of 
every month, previous to which all the military in the garrifon paffed in review 
before the viceroy in the quadrangle of the palace. About 350 men with offi- 
cers in proportion were on duty every day in the town, didributed into diSerent 
guards, from which centinels were dationed in various parts of the place, who, 
to keep thernfelves alert, challenge and reply to each other every quarter of an 
hour. In addition to thefe centinels, every regiment and every guard fent parties 
through the dreets, patroling the whole night for the prefervation of peace and 
good order. 

An o( 5 cer from each regiment attended every evening at the palace to take 
orders for the following day, which were delivered by the adjutant of orders, who 
hirafelf received them direftly from the viceroy. At the palace every tranlac- 
tion in the town was known, and thence, through the adjutant of orders, the 
inhabitants received the viceroy’s commands and dixeftions whenever he thought 
it necedary to guide or regulate their conduft. 

The regiments that came here from Lifbon had been twenty years in the 
country, although, on leaving Europe, they were promifed to return at the 
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expiration of the third. The)' were recruifed in the Brazils; and fuch ofllcers 
as might wifh to vifit Portugal obtained leave of abfence on application to the 
coun, through the viceroy. To each regiment is attached an officer, who is 
Aylcd an Auditeur, and whofe office is to inquire into all crimes committed by 
the foldiers of his regiment. If he fees it neceffary, he has power to inflift cor- 
poral piinilliment, or otherwife, as the offender may in his judgment met it ; but 
ids authority does not extend either to life or limb. For exercifmg this employ- 
ment he is allowed the py of a captain of infantry. 

The barracks for the troops appared to be commodious, and to be kept in 
good order. A fmall number of cavalry were always on duty, employed in the 
aiuichamber of the palace, or in attending the viceroy either on days of parade, 
tir in his excurfions into the country. A captain’s guard of iniantry with a 
Aandard mounted every day at the palace. 

During our ftay in this port all the tranfjiorts ftruck their yards and top-mafls, 
and overhauled their rigging preparatory to our paffage to the Cape of Good 
Hop. An obfervatory was erefleJ on the I Hand of Enchados, where Lieute- 
nant Dawes, with two young gentlemen from the Sirius as affiftants, went on 
fliore, taking with them the inllrumcms rcquifite for afeertaining the exact rate 
of going of the dme-piece ; and for making other neceffary obfervations. Sail- 
makers were alfo fent to the illand ; and fome of the camp-equipge of the 
fcttlement was landed to be infpded and thoroughly aired, with proper guards 
for its fecurity. 

Some propenfiUes to the prafUce of their old vices manifelliug themfelves 
among the convifts * foon after their arrival in this port had given them an op- 
prtunity, the governor, with the lieutenant-governor, vifited the tranfprts, 
and informed the prifoners, both male and female, that in future any roilbchavlour 
on their part (hould be attended with fevere punilhment, while on the other hand 
propriety of conduS fliould be particularly difliuguilhed and rewarded with 
proportionate indulgence. 

On the 2ift, being the birth-day of the prince of Brazil, the Sirius, in compli- 
ment to the court of Portugal, difplayed a Porfuguefe flag at her forc-top-maft- 
head, and, on the faluting of the fort on the Ifland of Cobres, fainted alfo with 
twenty-one guns. At ten o’clock the fame morning. Captain Phillip, with the 
principal officers of the fettlement and garrifon, went on ihore to pay their com- 
pliments to the viceroy in honour of the day, who on this and fimilar occafions 
had a court, at which all the civil and military officers and principal inhabitants 
of the town attended to pay their refpeds to his excellency as the reprefentative 

* Counterfeit coin wu olTcied by fome of tlicm to s bast which came alongGde one of the tranf- 
portt. 
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of ihc fovercign, who received them (landing under a canopy in the prefcnce- 
chamber of the palace. 

^..-I^epararions were now making for putting to fea ; and on Saturday tlic ill of 
September, having appointed to fail on the Monday following, the governor, 
Beuteiunt-govcmor, and other oflicers, waited upon and took leave of the vice- 
roy, who exprcfled bimfelfin the handfomell terms at their departure. 

During their flay in this port of refrdhtnent, the convids were each ferved 
daily with a pound of rice and a pound and an half of frcfli meat (beef), toge- 
ther with a fuilable proportion of vegetables. Great numbers of oranges were 
at dilfcrcnt times dillributed among them, and every podiblc care was taken to 
leftelh and put them into a date of health and condiiio.n to rcfiA tlie attacks of 
the feurvy, lliould it make its appearance in the long palTage over the ocean 
which was yet between them and New South IV'ales. The Reverend Mr. Johii- 
fon gaveatfo his full lltare of attention to their welfare, performing divine fervice 
on board two of the tranfports every Sunday of their ftay in port. 

We were unluckily not in feafon for any other of the fruits of this country 
than oranges and bananas ; but thefe were truly delicious, and amply coinpen- 
bteJ, both in quantity and quality, for the want of others. Some few guavas, 
and a pineapple or two, were purchafed ; but we were informed that their fla- 
vour then, and when in perfecUon, was nqt to be compared. Vegetables (which 
were brought from the oppofite Ihore) were in great plenty. The beef was fmali 
and lean, and fold at about two-pence halfpenny per pound ; mutton was in pro- 
portion flill fmailer, and poultry dear, but not Ul-talled. The market-place was 
contiguous to the palace. 

Onthe evening of Sunday the ad of September, a Portuguefc boat, juft at the 
tlofe of the day, after once or twice rowing round the Sirius, dropped a foldier 
of the itland on board, who, it appeared from his own account, had been for 
live or fix days abfent from his duty, and dreading perhaps to return, or perhaps 
wifliing to ciiange his fituation, reqiiefted that he might be received on board, 
and permitted to fail to New Holland with Captain Phillip ; who, however, not 
choofmg to comply with his requeft, caufed him to be immediately conveyed on 
Ihotein one of the (hip’s boats ; but w ith great humanity permitted him to be 
landed wherever he thought he might chance to efcape unobferved, and have an 
•pportunity of returning to his duty. 

An officer was this day fent to fignify Captain Phillip’s intention of faluting 
the forts when he took his departure, which would be the following morning, 
and prefuming that an equal number of guns would be fired in return. The 
viceroy anfwered, that no mark of attention or refpcfl (hould on his part be 
omitted that might teftify bis eftceui for Captain Phillip, and the high It-nfc he 
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entertained of the decorum obferved by thofe under his command during their 
flay in that port. 

The land-wind not blowing on Monday morning, all idea of failing was given 
up for that day. In the afternoon the fignal was made for unmooring, and for 
all boats to ceafe communication with the (hore. 

At dav-break the following morning the harbour-mailer came on board the 
Sirius, and, a light land breeze favouring her dejiarture, took charge of that Ihip 
over the bar ; the Supply and convoy getting under fail, and following her out 
of the bay. When the Sirius arrived nearly a-brcall of the fort of Santa Cruz, 
it was faiuted with one-and-twenty guns; a marked compliment paid by the 
viceroy to Captain Phillip, who immediately returned it with the like number of 
guns. Shortly after this the harbour-mailer left the (hip, taking with him Mr. 
Morton, the mailer of the Sirius, who from ill health was obliged to return to 
England in the Diana, a whaler, which was lying here on our arrival. By this 
gentleman were fent the public and private letters of the fleet. 

The land-breeze carrying us clear of the iflands in the oiling, the Supply was 
fent to fpcak a iliip that was perceived at fame little dillancc a-head, and which 
proved to be a Ihip from Oporto. By her we learned that the viceroy was fu- 
perfeded in his government, and it was imagined that his fucceflbr was Handing 
into the harbour in a royal yacht which we then faw under the land. Toward 
evening it fell calm, and the iflands and high land were frill in fight. The calm 
continued during the greateft part ot the following day ; but toward evening a 
light and favourable breeze fprung up, w'hich enabled us to crofs the tropic of 
Capricorn, and bend ourcourfc toward the Cape of Good Hope. 

On the night of Friday the yth we had heavy fqualls of rain, thunder, and 
lightning. From that time until the iith the wind was rather unfavour- 
able ; but Ihlfting to the northward on that day, it blew during the two follow- 
ing in frrong gales, with fqualls of heavy rain, attended with much fea. 

Thcfc frrong gales having, on Friday the I4lh, terminated in a calm. Lieute- 
nant Shortland, the day following, reported to the commanding officer, that 
there were eleven foldiers fick on board the Alexander, and five or fix convifls 
on board the Charlotte. The calm continued until the r 6th, when a fitvourable 
breeze fprung up ; but thofe Ihips of the fleet w hich could fail were prevented 
from making the moll of the fair wind, by the Lady Penrhyn tranfport and 
others, which were inattentive, and did not make fail in proper time. 

On the 19th the wind was frelh, and frequently blew in fqualls, attended with 
rain. In one of thefe fqualls the Charlotte fuddcnly hove-to, a conyicl having 
fallen overboard ; the man, however, was drowned. Our weather was at this 
time extremely cold ; and the wind, which had for feme days been unfavourable, 
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illifting on the sad, we again looked towards the Cape. At one o’clock the 
next morning it came on to blow very hard, accompanied with a great fea ; we 
had neverthclefe the fatisfaflion to obferve, that the convoy appeared to get on 
very well, though fome of them rolled prodigioufly. This gale continued with 
very little variation until the morning of the aSlh, when it moderated for a few 
hours, and (hified round to the S. E. It now again blew in frelh gales, attended 
with much rain and fea. But a calm fucceeding all this violence Ihortly after, 
on Sunday morning the 30th the weather was fufficiently clear to admit of fome 
altitudes being taken for the time-keeper, when our longitude was found to be 
3“ 04'. Thence to the 4th of Oflober both wind and weather were very unccr. 
tain, the wind fometimes blowing in light airs, very little diHering from a calm, 
with clear (kies ; at others, in ffelh breezes, with rain. On the 4th, Captain 
Phillip was informed that thirty of the convidts on board of the Charlotte 
were ill ; fome of them, as it was feared, dangeroully. To render this in- 
formation Hill more unpleafant, the wind was foul during the two fucceeding 
days. 

In the forenoon of Saturday the 6th, four fcamen of the Alexander tranfport 
were font on Ixiard the Sirius, under a charge of having entered into a confpiracy 
fo releafe fome of the prifoners while the Ihip Ihould be at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and of having provided thofe people with inftruments for breaking into 
the fore-hold of the iliip (which had been done, and fome provifions ftolcn 
thereout). The four fcamen were ordered to remain in the Sirius, a like num- 
ber of her people being fent in lieu of them on board the tranfport- 

OnThurfday the 1 ith, by an altitude of the fun taken that morning, the fleet 
was found to be in the longitude of 1 5° 35' E. at which time there was an unfa- 
vourable change of the wind, and the fick on board the Charlotte w'erc not de- 
creafing in number. 

On the next day, as it was judged from the information given by the time- 
keeper that we were drawing nigh the land, the Supply was fent forward to 
make it ; but it was not fecn until the following morning. 

At noon on the 13th the Supply was fent to inftruil the ftcrninofl Ihips of 
the convoy in what direftion they fliould keep to enter the bay ; and about four 
in the afternoon, the harbour-maftcr getting on board the Sirius, that fliip was 
brought fafely to an anchor in Table Bay, the convoy doing the fame before 
dark; having crofled over front one Continent to the other, a diftance of 
upwards of eleven hundred leagues, in the fliort fpace of five weeks and four 
days, fortunately without leparation, or any accident having happened to the 
fleet. 

e Imme- 


Digitized by Google 



3CK\n 


INTRODUCTION. 


[1787. 


Immediately on our anchoring, an officer from the Sirius was font on fhore to 
the governor, who politely promifed as every ailiftance in his power ; and at 
fun-rife the next morning the Sirius faluted the garrifon with thirteen guns, 
which were returned by an equal number from the fort. 

From the great uncertainty of always getting readily on fhore from the bay, 
and the rcfrefhmcnts found at the Cape of Good Hope being fo nccefliiry after, 
and fo well adapted to the fatigues and diforders confequent on a long voyage, 
wc found it a cuftom with molt flrangers on their arrival to take up their abode 
in the town, with fome one or other of the inhabitants, who would for two rix- 
dollars, (eight (hillings of Engliili money,) or a ducatocm, (fix (liiliings F.ngliflt,) 
per week, provide very good lodgings, and a table amply furnifhed with the beft 
meats, vegetables, and fruits which could be procured at the Cape. This cuf- 
tom was, as far as the nature of our fervice would admit, complied with by fe- 
veral officers from the fhlps ; and, on the fecond day after our arrival. Captain 
Phillip, with the principal officers of the navy and feltlement, proceeded to the 
government-houfe in the Company’s garden, where they were introduced to Mr. 
Van de Graaf, (the governor, for the Dutch Kafl-India Company, of this place 
and its dependencies,) and by him politely received. 

With a requifition made by Captain Phillip of a certain quantity of flour ami 
corn, the governor exprefled his apprehenfions of being unable to comply, as 
the Cape had been very lately vifited by that worfl of fcourges — a famine, which 
liad been moft feverely felt by every family in the town, his own not excepted. 
This was a calamity which the feltlement had never before experienced, and was 
to be aferibed rather to bad management of, than any failure in, the late crops. 
Meafures were however taking to guard, as much as human precaution could 
guard, againfl fuch a misfortune in future ; and magazines were ere6Ung for 
the reception of grain on the public account, which had never been found nc- 
cefTary until fatal experience had fuggefled them. Captain Phillip’s requefl was 
to l)e laid before the Council, without whofe concurrence in fuch a bufinefs the 
governor could not aft, and an anfwer was promifed with all convenient dif- 
patch. This anfwer, however, did not arrive until the 23d, when Captain Phil- 
lip was informed that every article which he had demanded Was ordered to be 
furnifhed. 

In the mean time the fhips of the fleet had flruck their yards and topmafts, (a 
precaution always neceflary here to guard againfl the violence of the fouth-eaft 
wind, which had been often known to drive fhips out of the bay,) and began fill- 
ing their water. On board of the Sirius and fome of the tranfports, the carpen- 
ters were employed in fitting up flails for the reception of the cattle that was to 
It be 
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be taken hence as flock for the intended colony at New South Wales. Thefe 
were not ready until the 8th of the next month, November, on which day, i bull, 

I buli-calf, 7 cows, i flallion, 3 mares, and 3 colts, together with as great a 
number of rams, ewes, goats, boars, and breeding fows, as room could be pro- 
vided for, were embarked in the difl’erent fliips, the bulls and cows on board the 
Sirius, the horfes on board the Lady Penrhyn ; the remainder were put into the 
I'ifhbourn flore-flup and Friendfliip tranfport. 

Shortly after our arrival in the bay, a foldier belonging to the Swifs regiment 
of Muron, quartered here, I'wam oft' from his port and came on board one of the 
tranfjxjns, requefting to be permitted to proceed in her to New South Wales j 
but, as an agreement had been mutually entered into betw'cen the Dutch and 
Englilh commanders, that deferters in the fervice of, or fubjefls of either nation, 
Ihould be given up. Captain I’hillip fent him on lliorc, previoufly obtaining a 
promife of his pardon from the regiment. 

On the 9th the watering of the fleet being completed, com and hay for the 
ftock, and flour, wine, and fpirits for the fetticmem, being all on board, prepara- 
tions were made for putting to fea, and on the 10th the fignal was made to 
unmoor. 

ITie convifls while in this port had been ferved, men and women, with one 
pound and an half of foft bread each per diem; a pound of ffefh beef; or mut- 
ton, and three quarters of a pound for each child, together with a liberai allow- 
ance of vegetables. 

While in this harbour, as at Rio dc Janeiro, Mr. Johnfon, the chaplain, 
preached on board two of the tranfports every Sunday ; and we had the fatisfac- 
tion to fee the prifoners all wear the appearance of perfeft health on thdr being 
about to quit this port, the lafl whereat any refrefhment was to be expefted be- 
fore their arrival in New South Wales. 

As it was earneftly wifhed to introduce the fruits of the Cape into the new 
fettlement. Captain Phillip was ably aflifted in his endeavours to procure the 
rarell and the bed of every fpecies, both in plant and feed, by Mr. Mafon, the 
king’s botanift, whom we were fo fortunate as to meet with here, as well as by 
Colonel Gordon, the commander in chief of the troops at this place; a gentle- 
man whofe ihirfl for natural knowledge amply qualified him to be of fcrvice to 
us, not only in procuring a great variety of the befl feeds and plants, but in 
pointing out the culture, the foil, and the proper time of introducing them into 
tlic ground. 


e a 


Tic 


Digitized by Google 



xxvil! 


INTRODUCTION. 


. C< 787 - 


The following plants and feeds were procured here and at Rio de Janeiro ; 


At Rio oe Jansuo. 
CofTee-^both fc«dan<l plant. 

Cocoa— in llio nnt. 

Colton— feed. 

Banana— plant. 

Oranged'^Tanoufi forU» feed and plant, 
l^emon— feed and plant. 

Guava— feed. 

Tamarind. 

rrickly pear — plant, with the cochineal on 
it. 

Ivugenia, or Pomme Rofe— a plant bearing 
a fruit in fhape like an apple, and having 
the flavour and odour of a rofe. 
Ipccacuana — three forli. 
jjjp. 


A! lit CilFi; OF Good IIopi. 

'I’he Fig-tree. 

Bamboo. 

Spanilb Reed. 

Sugar Ciine. 

Vines of various ftntr. 

Qnincc. 

Apple. 

Pear. 

Slrawberrr. 

Oak. 

Myrtle. 

To thefc rr.tid he added all forta of grain, a> 
Rice, Wheat, Barley, Indian cum, &c. for 
feed, which were purchafed to fupply what* 
ever might be found dam::gcd of thefe arti- 
cles tliat were taken on buaid in England. 


During our (lay here, ihe Ranger packet, Captain Bucitanan, arrived after a 
palTagc of twelve weeks from Falmouth, bound to Bengal. She failed again 
immediately. One officer alone of our fleet was fortunate enough to receive 
letters by her from his connexions in F.ngland. 

At the time of our arrival the inhabitants of this agreeable town had fcarccly 
recovered from the conflernation into which they had been thrown by one of 
the black people called Malays, with whom the place abounded ; and who, tak- 
ing offence at the governor for not returning hun to Batavia, (where, it feemed, 
he was of confequence among his own countrymen, and whence he had been 
fent to the Cape as a punifhment for fome offence,) worked himfelf up to 
phrenzy by die effefl of opium, and, arming himfelf with variety of weapons, 
rufhed forth in the dulk of the evening, killing or maiming indiferiminately all 
who were fo unfortunate as to be in his route, women alone excepted. He 
flabbed the centinel at the gate of the Company’s gardens, and placed himfelf at 
his poll, waiting fome time in expeflation of the governor’s appearance, who 
narrowly efcaped the fate intended for him, by its falling on another perfon ac- 
cidentally paffing that way. On being purfued, he fled with incicdible fwiftnefs 
to the Table hTountain at the back of the town, wlience this Angle mifereant, 
frill animated by the effeft of the opium, for two days refifted and defied every 
force that was fent againft him. The alarm and terror into which the town 
was thrown were inconceivable ; for two days, none ventured from within their 
houfes, either mailers or flaves •, for an order was iffued, (as the mod likely 
means of dellroying him, ftiould he appear in the town,) that whatever Malay 
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was ften in the ftreets fhould be inftantly killed by the foldicry. On the even- 
ing of the fecond day, however, he was taken alive on the Table Mountain, 
having done much injury to thofe who took him, and was immediately configncd 
to the death he merited, being broken on the wheel, and his head and members 
fevered after the execution, and diilributed in different parts of the country. 

Of this man, wlio liad killed fourteen of the inhabitants, and defperately 
wounded neatly double that number, it was remarked, that in -bis progrefs his 
fury fell only on men, women pafling him unhurt ; and it was as extraordinary 
as it was unfortunate, that among thofe w horn his rage defttoyed, were forac of 
the mod deferving and promifing young men in the town. Tins, at Batavia, 
was called running a muck, or amocke, and freq.icntly happened there, but was 
the lirft inftance of the kind known at the Cajte. .Since that time, every Malay 
or other Have, having bulincfs in the ftreet after a certain hour in the evening, 
is obliged to carry a lighted lantern, on pain of being Hopped by the ceniincl 
and kept in cuHody until morning. Murder and villany are ftrongly depieled 
on the features of the Haves of that nation ; and fuch of them as dared to fpcak 
of this dreadful eataftrophe clearly appeared to approve the behaviour of their 
countryman. 

'ITte government of the Cape we under Hood to be verted in a governor and 
council, together with a court of jurtiee. The council is compofed of the go-’ 
veraor, the fecond or lieutenant-governor, the fifeal, the commanding officer of 
the troops for the time being, and four counfcllors. With thefe all regulations 
for the management of the colony originate ; and from them all orders and de- 
crees arc iffued. The court of jurtiee is compofed of the fifeal, the fecond go- 
vernor, a fccretary, and twelve members, fix of whom arc from among the 
burghers, and fix from among the Bourgeoifie. The fifeal, who was the firft: 
nugiHratc, had hitherto been rtykd independent, that is to fay, his decifion* 
were not fubjefl to the interference of the goventor and council ; but we were 
informed, that fince the death of the late fifeal, M. Serruricr, it had been deter- 
mined by the States, that the decrees of the fifeal (hould be fubjeft to the revi- 
fiun of the council. Ikforc this officer were tried all caufes both civil and cri- 
minal. He had a fet of people belonging to him who conftantly patrolcd the 
(ireets armed, to apprehend all vagrant and diforderly perfons. Every fourteen 
days offences w-erc tried. The prifon was adjacent to and had communication 
vfiih the court-houfe. Tlie place w here all feniences were executed ftood to the 
left of the landing-place, a Ihort diftance above the fort or caftle. The ground 
on which it ftood was railed by feveral fteps above the road. Within the walls 
were tobefeen (and feen with horror) fix croffes for breaking criminals, a large 
gibbet, a fpiked pole for impalements, w heels. See, Sec. together with a flight 
wtiodcn building, erected for the reception of the minifters of jurtiee upon 
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execution-days. Over the entrance was a figure of Juftice, with the ufual em- 
blems of a fword and balance, and the following appofite infcription : 

** Felix quem factunt aliens pericula cautum.** 

The bodies of thofe broken on the wheel were expofed in different parrs of 
the town, feveral inftances of which, and fome very recent ones, w ere ftill to be 
leen. 

It had been ahvays imagined, that the police of the Cape-town was fo well re- 
gulated as to render it next to impoflibic for any man to efcape, after whom the 
fifcal’s people were in purfuit. This, however, did not appear to be the cafe ; 
for very fliortly after our arrival four fcamcn belonging to a fhip of our fleet de- 
ferred from her ; and although rewards were offered for apprehending them, 
and every effort made that was likely to infure fuccefs, two only were retaken 
before our departure. 

Since the attempt meditated upon the Cape by the late Commodore Johnflone, 
the attention of the government appeared to have been direfted to its internal 
defence. To this end additional works had been conflrufted on each fide of the 
town, toward the hill called the Lion’s Rump, and beyond the caftle or garri- 
fbn. But the defence in which they chiefly prided themfelves, and of which we 
were fortunate enough to arrive in time to be fpeftators, confifted of two corps 
of cavalry and one of infantry, formed from the gentlemen and inhabitants of 
the town. We underftood that thefe corps were called out annually to be exer- 
cifed during feven days, and were reviewed on the laft day of their exercife by 
the governor attended by his whole council. They appeared to be flout and 
able-bodied men, particularly thofe who compofed the two corps of cavalry, and 
^f-ho were reputed to be excellent markfmen- Their horfes, arms, and appoint- 
ments were purchafed at their own expence, and they were expedfed to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to aflemble whenever their fervices might be required by 
the governor. For uniform, they wore a blue coat with white buttons, and buff 
waiftcoat and breeches. Their parade was the Square or Market-place, where they 
were attended by mufic, and vifited by all the beauty of the place, who animated 
themby their fmilesfrom the balcony of the town-hall, and if the weather was favour- 
able accompanied them to the cxercifing ground, where tents were pitched for 
their reception, and whence they beheld thefe patriotic Africans (for few of them 
knew Holland but by name) enuring themfelves to the toils of war, ‘‘ pro arts ct 
*'focis." We were however told, that at the lead idea of .an enemy coining on. 
the coaft, the women were immediately fent to a diftance in the country. 

The militia throughout the whole diftricl of the Cape were affcmbled at this 
time of the year, cxcrcifed for a week, and reviewed by the governor or his de- 
puty, commencing with the militia of the Cape-town. 

The 
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The prefent governor of the Cape, Mr. Van de Graaf, though a colonel of 
engineers in the fcrvice of the States, yet holds his cotnmiflion as governor un- 
der the authority of the Dutch Eaft India Company, to which body the fetilc- 
ment wholly belongs. Every fliip or vefl'el wearing a pendant of the States, be 
her rate what it may, is on entering the harbour falutcd by the fort, which faluie 
Ihc returns with an inferior number of guns. The governor, at the landing, 
place, with his officers and carriages, attends the coming on fliorc of her captain 
or fenior officer, to receive his commands, and efcoit him to his lodgings in the 
town, treating him with every mark of refpeti in his power. Such an humilia- 
tion of the Company’s principal fervant and officers in a commercial commu- 
nity bore, it mull be confeHcd, rather an extraordinary appeatance ; but fuch, 
as we were informed, was the difliniflion between the two fervices ; and Mr. 
Van de Graaf was obliged to obtain his prince’s permiffion befotc he could ac- 
cept of the govemment'of the Cape from the Eall India Company. 

Refidence at the Cape would be highly agreeable, were it not for the fouth- 
catl wind, lliis during the fummer feafon blows with fuch violence, and drives 
every where fuch clouds of fand before it, that the inhabitants at certain times 
dare not ftir out of their houfes. Torrents of dull and fand, wc were told, had 
been frequently known to fall on board of fhips in the road. This circumflancc 
accounted for every thing we got here being gritty to the tafte ; fand mixing 
with their flour, their rice, their fugar, and with wliatevcr was capable of receiv- 
ing it, finding its way in at doors, w indows, and w herever there was an entrance 
for it. From the great height of the Table Mountain”, whatever clouds arc 
within its influence are attrafled when the fouth-call wind prevails ; and as it in- 
creafes in violence, thefe clouds hang over the fide of the mountain, and defeend 
into the valley, Ibmetimes rolling down very near the town. From the curling 
of the vapour over the mountain, the inhabitants prediff the arrival of the fouth- 
cafter, and fay, “ The Table-cloth is fpread "but with all its violence, and the 
inconvenience of the daft and (and, it has a good effefl, for the climate and air 
of the Cape Town (though wonderfully beneficial and refrefhing to ftrangers 
after a long voyage) is not reckoned falubrious by the inhabitants, who, we un- 
derftood, were at times vifited by pains in the cheft, fore throats, and putrid fe- 
vers ; and the place would certainly be ftill more unhealthy were it not for this 
fouth-caft wind, wliich burns as it blows, and while it fweeps diforder before it 
purifies the air. 

'lire Cape is celebrated for producing in the higheft perfection all the tropical 
and other fruits j but of the few that were in feaTon during our flay we could 
not pronounce fo fiivourably. The oranges and bananas in ]>articular were not 

* 3353 Rhinlsnd fen— a RkinUnd foot being twelve inches and Englilh. 
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equal to thofe of Rio dc Janeiro. The grape we could only fade from the 
bottle ; that of Conftaniia, fo much famed, has a very fine, rich, and pleafnnt 
flavour, and is an excellent cordial ; but much of the wine tliat is fold under 
that name was never made of the grape of Conflamia ; for the vineyard is but 
fmall, and has credit for a much greater produce than it could pollibly yield : 
tills reminds us of thofe eminent mailers in the art of painting, to whom more 
originals are aferibed than the labour of the longed life of man could produce. 

Wines of their own growth formed a confiderablc article of traffic here ; and 
the neatnefs, regularity, and extent of their wine-vaults, were extremely pleafing 
to the eye ; but a ftranger fliould not vifit more than one of them in a day ; for 
almoft every call; has forae peculiarity to recommend it, and its contents mull 
be tailed. ‘ 

We found the paper currency here very Inconvenient, from its lightnefs ; as 
more than one inllance occurred among ourfelves during our flay, of its being 
torn from our hands by the violence of the fouth-ead wind, when wc were about 
to make a payment in the dreet, or even at the door of a Ihop. 

The meat of the Cape was excellent ; the black cattle were large, very drong, 
and remarkable for the great fpace between their horns. It was not uncommon 
to fee twelve, fourteen, or fixteen oxen yoked in pairs to a waggon, and gallop- 
ing through the dreets of the town, preceded by a Hottentot boy, who accom- 
panied them on foot, conducing the foremod couple by a leathern thong, 
which caution they are compelled to obferve by an order of government, fome 
accidents having formerly happened from fome of thefe large teams having been 
imprudently driven through the dreets without any one to lead them ; the laQi 
of the charioteer (for the driver of fuch a team deferves a more honourable ap- 
pellation than that of waggoner) had been fometimes heard, we were told, on 
board of Ihips in the bay. 

The dieep are fat, well-flavoured, and remarkable for the weight and fize of 
their tails. Wonders have been related of them by travellers ; but travellers 
from this part of the world are privileged to exaggerate In their narrations, if 
they choofe fo to do ; the truth however is, that their tails weigh from eight to 
fixteen pounds ; fome few pcrliaps may be heavier by a pound or two } but 
though the Iheep itfclf will very well endure the voyage to Europe, yet its tail 
confidcrably decreafes in fize and weight during the paflage. 

Strangers coming into the bay are ferved u ith beef, mutton, &c. by the Com- 
pany’s butcher, who contraas to fupply the. Company, its officers and fliips, with 
meat at a certain price, which is fixed at about three halfpence per pound, al- 
though he may have to purchafe the cattle at three or four times that fum ; but 
in return for this exaftion, he has the foie permiffion of felling to drangers, and 
at a much higher price, though even in that indance his demand is not allowed 
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10 exceed a certain quota. Four-pence per pound was the price given for all the 
meat ferved to our (hips after we came in. 

During our ftay here we made frequent vifits to the Company’s garden, plea* 
Eintly fituated in the roidd of the town. I'he ground on each fide of the prin- 
cipal walk, which was from eight to nine hundred paces in length, was laid out 
in fruit and kitchen gardens, and at the upper end was a paddock where we faW 
three large oHriches, and a few antelopes. Behind this paddock was a menagerie, 
which contained nothing very curious : — a vicious zebra, an eagle, a caffowaiy, 
a falcon, a crowned falcon, two of the birds called fecrelaries, a crane, a tiger, 
an hysena, two wolves, a jackall, and a very large baboon, compofed the entire 
catalogue of its inhabitants. 

^/Tn the town are two churches, one for the Calvinifts, and another for the fol- 
lowers of Luther. In the firft of thefe was a handfome organ ; four large plain 
columns fupported the roof, and the walls were ornamented with efcutcheons 
and armorial quarterings. The body of the church was filled with chairs for the 
women, the men fitting in pews round the Tides. By the pulpit flood an hour- 
glafs, which, we were told, regulated the duration of the minifler’s admonition to 
his congregation. In the church-yards the grave-Aones, iiiAead of bearing the 
names of the deceafed, were all numbered, and the names were regiAercd in a 
book kept for the purpofe. 

Weddings were always folemnized on a Sunday at one or other of thefe 
churches, and the parties were habited in fables, a drefs furely more congenial 
with the fenfations felt on the laA than on the ArA day of fuch an union. 

To the care of an officer belonging to a regiment in India, who was returm'ng 
to Europe in a Danilh vefTel, Captain Phillip committed his difpatchcs ; and by 
this (hip every officer gladly embraced the laA opportunity of communicating 
with their friends and conneflions, until they fhould be enabled to renew their 
correfpondcnce from the new world to which they were now bound. 

Nothing remaining to be done that need detain the convoy longer in (his port, 
every article having been procured that could tend to the prefent rcftclhment of 
the coloniAs, or to the future advantage of the colony, the Sirius was unmoored 
in the evening of Sunday the i ith. Captain Phillip purpofing to put to fea the 
following morning ; but the wind at that time not being favourable, tbe boats 
from the Sirius were once more fent on Ihore fof a loatl of water, in order that 
no veAel which could be filled with an article fo ellential to the prefervation of the 
Aock might be taken to fea empty. 

The fouth-eaA wind now beginning to blow’, the fignal was made for weigh- 
ing, and at ten minutes before two in the afternoon of Mond.’iy the i alh of No- 
vember the whole fleet was under fail Aanding out with a frefli of wind to the 
northward of Robin lAand. 
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It was natural to indulge at this moment a melancholy reflefUon wlrich ob- 
truded itfelf upon the mind. The land behind us was the abode of a civilized 
people ; that before us was the refidence of favages. When, if ever, we might 
again enjoy the commerce of the world, was doubtful and uncertain. The re- 
ffelhments and the pleafures of which we had fo liberally partaken at the Cape, 
were to be exchanged for coarfe fare and hard labour at New South- Wales. All 
communication with families and friends now cut off, we were leaving the world 
behind us, to enter on a date unknou'n ; and, as if it had been neceffary to im- 
print this idea more ftrongly on our minds, and to render the fenfation flill more 
poignant, at the clofe of ihe evening we fpoke a (hip from London *. 'ITie me- 
tropolis of our native country, its pleafures, its wealth, and its confequence, 
thus accidentally prefented to the mind, failed not to afford a molt flriking con- 
trail with the object now principally in our view. 

Before we quitted the Cape Captain Hunter determined the longitude of the 
Cape-town in Table-bay to be, by the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfervations 
taken on board the Sirius, 18° 23' 55" eaft from Greenwich. 

• The Kent— foutbeni whaler. 
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• SECTION III. 

Proceed on the Voyage. — Captain Phillip fails onward in the Supply, taking with 
him three of the Traufports. — Pafs the Ifland of St, Paul. — Weather, January 
1788. — The South Cape of New Holland made. — The Sirius and her Convoy 
anchor in the Harbour of Botany Bay. 

Every precaution being abfolutcly neceflary to guard againft a failure of 
water on board the different Ihips, the whole were put upon an allowance of three 
pints per man per diem foon after our departure from the Cape. This reguiation 
was highly proper, as from tlie probable continuance of the eallcily wind wliich 
then blew, the fleet might be detained a confidcrable time at fea. 

For feveral days after we had failed, the wind was unfavourable, and blowing 
frelh, with much fea, fome time elapfed before we had reached to the callward 
of the Cape of Good Hope. On the 16th, Captain Phillip fignified his inten- 
tion of proceeding forward in the Supply, with the view of arriving in New 
South Wales fa long before the principal part of the fleet, as to be able to fix on 
a clear and proper place for the fettlement. Lieutenant Shortland was at the 
fame time informed, that he was to quit the fleet with the Alexander, taking on 
with him the Scarborough and Friendfliip tranfports. Thefe three Ihips had on 
board the greater part of the male convicis, whom Captain Phillip had fanguine 
hopes of employing to much advantage, before the Sirius, with that parr of the 
fleet which was to remain under Captain Hunter’s diredion, fliould arrive upon 
the coaft. This reparation, the lull that had occurred, did not take pl.ice until 
the 25th, on which day Captain Phillip went on board the Supply, taking with 
him, from the Sirius, Lieutenants King and Dawes, with the time-keeper. On 
the fame day Major Rofs, with the adjutant and quarter-tnallcr of the detach- 
ment, went into the Scarborough, in order to co-operate with Captain Phillip 
in hh intention of preparing, as far as time might allow, for the reception of the 
ttfl of the convoy. 

The Supply and the three tranfports having taken tHclr departure. Captain 
Hunter drew his little convoy into the order §f failing preferibed for them ; and 
the boats, which had been employed palling and ropaffing between the Sirius and 
the tranfports, being hoilled in, about noon the fleet made. fail to the fouth-eafi, 
having a frelh breeze at w'ell-norih-weff. 

On Sunday the i6th of December, by computation, we were a-breaft of the 
llland of St. Paul, palling it at the diflance of about fixty leagues. 
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The following day, on the return of a boat from the Fiflibourn ftorc-lhip, 
which had been lent to inquire into the Hate of the Hock, we heard that feveral 
of the llicep were dead, as well as eight of the hogs belonging to the public 
flock. 

Chriflinas-day found us in the latitude of 42° 10' foulh, and fteermg, as we 
had done for aeon fiderable time, an eafl-fouth-eaft courfe. We complied, as hir 
as was in our power, with the good old Englilb cuftoin, and parted of a better 
dinner this day than ufual ; but the weather was too rough to admit of much 
focial enjoyment. 

With the wind at fouth-weft, w'efl-fouth-weft, and fouth and by weft, the wea- 
ther was clear and cold, while to the northward of call or weft it generally blew 
in ftrong gales. 

We now often noticed pieces of fea-weed floating by the Ihips ; and on the 
28th the fun juft appeared in time to fliew us we were in the latitude of 42° 58' 
fouth. 

On the 29th, being In latitude 43* 35' fouth, the courfe was altered to eaft and 
by fouth half fouth, in order to run down our calling without going any further 
to the foulhward. The run at noon on this day was found to be the greatell we 
had made in any nventy-four hours ftnee our departure from England, having 
182 miles on the log-board lince twelve o’clock the preceding day. 

By lunar obfervations taken on the 30th the longitude was fouml to be 
118° 19' call. 

1788.] The new year opened with a gale of wind from the northward, which 
continued with much violence all the day, moderating towards evening. 

The evening of the third proved fine and moderate, and the fun fetting clear 
gave a good obfervation for the amplitude, when the variation was found to be 
1° 00' eaft. At noon the fleet was in the latitude of 44" 00' fouth, and longitude 
by lunar obfervation 135° 32' eaft, of which the convoy was informed. 

At noon on the 4th preparations were made on board the Sirius for falling in 
with the land ; her cables were bent, fignal-guns prepared, and every pollible 
precaution taken to enfure the fafety of the fleet. 

About ten at night on the 5th, a very beautiful aurora auftralis was obferved 
bearing about fouth-weft of the fleet ; and for feme nights a luminous pheno- 
menon had been feen refcmbling lights floating on the furface of the water. 

By a lunar obfervation taken at ten o’clock of the forenoon of Monday the 
7th, the fleet was thendiftant feventeen leagues from the South Cape of New 
Holland ; and at five minutes pall two in the afternoon the fignal was made for 
feeing the land. The rocks named the Mewftone and Swilly were foon vifible, 
and the fleet flood along Ihore with fair moderate weather and fmooth water, 
the hand of New Holland diftant from three to five miles. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could mori: ftrongly prove the excellence and utility of lunar obferv- 
ationt, that) the accuracy with which we made the land in this long voyage houi 
the Cape of Good Hope, there not being a league dill'erejace between our expe(l- 
ation of feeing it, and the real appearance of it. 

A thick haze hanging over the land, few obfervations could be made of it. 
What we firft (aw was the South-weft Cape of New Holland, between which and 
the South Cape the land appeared high and rocky, riling gradually from the 
Iborc, and wearing in many places a very barren afpefi. In finall cavities, on 
the fummit of fome of the high land, was the appearance of fnow. Over the 
South Cape the land feemed covered with wood ; the trees flood tliick, and the 
bark of them appeared in general to have a wluiilh call. The coall feemed very 
irregular, projeding into low points forming creeks and bays, fome of which 
feemed to be deep ; very little verdure was any where difccrnible ; in many Ipots 
the ground looked arid and (leril. At night we perceived feveral fires lighted on 
the coall, at many of wliich, no doubt, were fome of the native inhabitants, to 
whom it was probable our novel appearance mull have afforded matter of 
curiofity and wonder. 

In all the preceding palfage we had been fcarcely a day without feeing birds 
of different kinds ; and we alfo met with many whales. The weather was in ge- 
neral very rough, and the fea high, but the wind favourable, blowing moltly 
from north-welt to fouth-weft. 

The convoy behaved well, paying more attention and obedience to fignals 
than (hips in the merchant fervice are commonly known to do. The Ihips, how- 
ever, began to grow foul, not one of them being coppered, and we now 
anxioufly wilhed for a termination of the voyage, particularly as the hay pro- 
vided for the horfes was on the point of being wholly expended. > 

The fair wind which had accompanied us to New Holland fuddenly left us, 
Ihiftiug round to north-eall and by tall ; we were obliged to lay our heads off 
Ihore, in order to weather Swilly and the Eddyftone, (a perpendicular rock about 
a league to the eallward of Swilly,) and the next day we had the mortification 
of a foul wind, a thing to which we had been long unaccuftomed. 

In the night of the 9 th the Golden Grove Ihipped a fea, which flove in all 
her cabin-windows : it was nearly calm at the time, with a confuled heavy fwell*. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon of the following day a very heavy and hidden 
fquall took the Sirius and laid her confiderably down on her Itarboard fide : it 
blew very frelh, and was felt more or Ids by all the tranfports, fome of which 
fuffered in their fails. 

* Till) circumilaace hu fince occurred lo other (hipt nearly in the (amc fituation. 

3 Our 
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Our progrefs along the coaft to the northward was very flow, and It was not 
until the 19th that we fell in with the land, when we were nearly a-brcaft of the 
Point named by Captain Cook Red Point. Before evening, how'ever, we were 
gratified with the fight of the entrance into Botany Bay, but too late to attempt 
ftanding into it with the tranfports that night. The convoy therefore was in- 
formed by Captain Hunter how the entrance of the bay bore, and directed to be 
very attentive in the morning when the Sirius made fail or bore up. 

When the morning came we found the fleet had been carried by a current to 
the fouthward as far as a clump of trees which had the preceding day obtained, 
from fome refemblance in the appearance, the name of Pofl-dowTi Clump ; but 
with the afliflance of a fine brecae we foon regained what we had loft in the 
night ; and at ten minutes before eight in the morning the Sirius came to an 
anchor in Botany Bay. The tranfports were all (ufe in by nine o’clock. 
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CHAP. I. 


M«1VAL OF THE FLEET AT BOTANY BAV. THE GOVERNOR PROCEEDS TO 

PORT JACKSON, WHERE IT IS DETERMINED TO FIX THE SETTLEMENT.— 
TWO FRENCH SHIPS UNDER M. DE I.A PEROUSE ARRIVE AT BOTANY BAT. 

—THE SIRIUS AND CONVOY ARRIVE AT PORT JACKSON. TRANSACTIONS. 

— DISEMBARKATION. COMMISSION AND LETTERS-PATENT READ.— **• 

TENT OF THE TERRITORY OF NEW SOOTH WALES. BEHAVIOUR oi"' THE 

CONVICTS.— THE CRIMINAL COURT TWICE ASSEMBLED. ACCOUNT OP 

THE DIFFERENT COURTS. — THE SUPPLY SENT W'lTH SOME SETTLERS TO 
NORFOLK ISLAND.— TRANSACTIONS. NATIVES.— WEATHER. 


When the Sirius anchored in the bay, Captain Hunter -was in- 
formed that the Supply had preceded him in his arrival only two days ; 
and that the agent Lieutenant Shortland, with his detachment from the 
fleet, had arrived but the day before die Sirius and her convoy. 

Thus, under the blcding of God, was happily completed, in eight 
months ;ind one sveck, a voyage which, before it was undertaken, the 
mind hardly dared venture to contemplate, and on which it was impof- 
/iblc to refled without tome apprehenfions as to its tcrminatioiL This 
fortunate completion of it, liowever, afforded even to ourfelves as much 
matter of lurprife as of general fatisfadion ; for in the above fpace of 
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time we had failed five thoufand and twenty-one leagues ; had touched' 
at the American and African Continents ; and had at laft refted within 
a few days fail of the antipodes of our native country, without meeting 
any accident in a fleet of eleven fail, nine of which were merchantmea 
that had never before failed in that diflant and iinperfeiily explored 
ocean : and when it is confidered, that there was on board a large body 
of convidfs, many of whom were embarked in a very fickly ftate, we 
might he deemed peculiarly fortunate, that of the whole number of all 
deferiptions of perfons coming to form the new fettlement, only thirty- 
two had died fince their leaving England, among whom were to be in- 
cluded one or two deaths by accidents ; although previous to our de- 
parture it was generally conjedtured, that before we Ihould have been a 
month at fea one of the tranfports would have been converted into an 
hofpital fliip. But it fortunately happened otherwife ; the high health, 
which was apparent in every countenance was to be attributed not only 
to the rcfrefliments we met with at Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of 
Good Hope, but to the excellent quality of the provlfions with which 
we were fupplied by Mr. Richards junior, the contradlor ; and the 
fpirits vifible in every eye were to be alcribed to the general joy and fa- 
tisfadlion which immediately took place on finding ourfelves arrived at 
that port which had been fo much and fo long the fubjedl of our mod 
. Ibfiaiis rcflcdlions, the coullant theme of our converfations. 

'■fThe governor, we found, had employed the time he had been here 
in examining the bay, for the purpofe of determining where he ihould 
cftablilh the fettlement j but as yet he had not feen any fpot to which 
fome ftrong objeflion did not apply. Indeed, very few places oflFered 
themfclvcs to his choice, and not one fuflTiclently extenfive for a thou- 
fand people to fit' down on. The fouthern Ihorc about Point Suther- 
land feemed to poflefs the foil bell adapted for cultivation, but it was 
deficient in that grand eflential frelh water, and was befidcs too con- 
fined for our numbers. There was indeed a fmall run of water there ; 
but it appeared to be only a drain from a marlh, and by no means pro- 
mifed that ample or certain fupply which was requifite for fuch a fettle- 
ment as ours. The governor, therefore, fpcedily determined on examin- 
ing the adjacent harbours of Port Jackfon and Broken Bay, in one of 
which' he thought it pofliblcthata better fituation for his young colony 
■ • might 
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might be found. But as his fcarch might pofRIiIy prove fru'itlefs, and 
that the few days' which it (hould occupy might not be altogether 
thrown away, he left the lieutenant-governor at Botany Bay, with 
inftrudions to clear the ground about Point Sutherland, and make 
preparations for difembarking the detachment of marines and the 
convids on his return, (hould that place at la(l be deemed the moll 
eligible fpot. At the fame time Lieutenant King, of the Sirius, was 
direelcd to examine fuch parts of the bay as, from want of time, the 
governor had not hinifelf been able to vifit. 

Tlic governor fet oft' on Monday the 2 1 ft, accompanied by Captain 
Hunter, Captain Collins (the judge advocate), a li. utenant, and the 
mailer of the Sirius, with a fmall party of marines for their protcdllon, 
the whole being embarked in three open boats. The day was mild 
and ferene, and there being but a gentle fwell without the mouth of 
the harbour, the cxcurfion promifed to lie a pleafant one. Their 
little fleet attrafted the attention of feveral parties of the natives, as 
they proceeded along the coall, who all greeted them in the fame 
words, and in the fame tone of vociferation, ftioming every where 
“ Warra, warra, warra,” — words which, by the gcftiires that accom- 
panied them, could not be interpreted into invitations to land, or cx- 
preflions of welcome. It muft however be obferved, that at Botany 
Bay the natives had hitherto conduflcd thcmfelves fociably and peace- 
ably toward all the panics of our oflicers and people with whom they 
had hitherto met, and by no means feemed to regard them as cnenaies 
or invaders of their country and tranquillity *. 

The coaft, as the boats drew near Port Jackfon, wore fo unfavourable 
an appearance, that Captain Phillip’s utmoft expe£lation reached no 
farther than to find what Captain Cook, as he pafl'cd by, thought might 
be found, (belter for a boat. In this conjeflure, however, he was 
mod agreeably dlfappointed, by finding not only (belter for a 
boat, but a harbour capable of affording fecurity to a much larger 
fleet than would probably ever feek for fliclter or fecurity in it. In 

* do* grateful to every feeling of humanity would it be could we conclude ibia 
namtive aiihuvt being compelled to fay, that thtCe uuoS'cttding people had found reafon 
<0 tUnge both their opinions and theit ccndiiA I 
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one of the coves of this noble and capacious harbour, equal if not fu- 
perior to any yet known in the world, it was determined to fix the 
fettlemcnt ; and on the 23d, having examined it as fully as the time 
would allow, the governor and his party left Port Jackfon and its 
friendly and peaceful inhabitants, (for fiich he every where found them,) 
and returned to Botany Bay. 

In the report of the furvey made by Lieutenant King, during the 
governor’s abfence, the latter found nothing to induce him to alter 
his refolution of fixing in Port Jackfon : diredlions were therefore 
given, that the ncccirary fupply of water and grafs for the ftock Ihould 
be immediately feat off to the Ihips, and the next morning was ap- 
pointed for their departure from Botany Bay. 

Several trees had been cut down at Point Sutherland, a faw-pit 
had been dug, and other preparations made for difembarking, in 
cafe the governor had not fucceeded as, to the great fatisfadUon 
of every one, it was found he had ; for had he been compelled to 
remain in Botany Bay, the fwampy ground every where around it 
threatened us with unhealthy fituations 5 neither could the {hipping 
have ridden in perfedl fecurity when the wind blew from the S. E. 
to which the bay lay much expofed, the fca at that time rolling in 
with a prodigious fwell. A removal therefore to Port Jackfon was 
hlgldy applauded, and would have taken place the next morning, but 
at day-light we were furprifed by the appearance of two ftrange fail 
in the offing. Of what nation they could be, engaged the general 
wonder for fome time, which at laft gave way to a conjedlure that they 
might be the French Ihips under M. de la Peroufe, then on a voyage 
round the world. This was foon ftrengthened by the view of a white 
pendant, fiinilar in lhape to that of a commodore in our fcrvicc, and 
we had no longer a doubt remaining that they were the flilps above 
mentioned. They were, however, prevented by a flrong foutherly cur- 
rent from getting into the bay until the 26th, when it was known that 
they were the BoufTolc and Aftrolabe, French (hips, which failed, under 
the command of M. de la Peroufe, from France in the year 1785, on 
a voyage of difeovery. As Captain Hunter, with whom the governor 
had left the charge of bringing the Sirius and tranfports round to Port 
Jackfon, (whither he had preceded them in the Supply the day before,) 
. was 
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was working out when M. dc la Pcroufe entered Botany Bay, the two 
commanders had barely time to exchange civilities ; and it mu^ 
naturally have created fome furpiife in M. de la Peroufe to find our 
fleet abandoning the harbour at the very time he was preparing to 
anchor in it : indeed he afterwards fald, that “ until he had looked 
“ round him in Botany Bay, he could not^ divine the caufc of our 
“ quitting it, which he was fo far from expefting, that having heard 
“ at Kamfchatka of the intended fettleinent, he imagined he fliould 
“ have found a town built and a market eflablilhed ; but from what 
“ he had feen of the country fince his arrival, he was convinced of 
“ the propriety and abfolute ncceflity of the meafure.” M. dc la 
Peroufe failed into the harbour by Captain Cook’s chart of Botany 
Bay, which lay before him on the binnacle; and we had the pleafurc of 
hearing him more than once pay a tribute to our great circumnavigator’s 
memory, by acknowledging the accuracy of his nautical obfervations. 

The governor, with a party of marines, and fome artificers fdeded 
from among tlic feamcn of the Sirius and the convlds, arrived in 
Port Jacklbn, and anchored off the mouth of the cove intended for 
the fetticment on the evening of the ; and in the courfe of the 
following day fufliclent ground was cleared for encamping the officer’s 
guard and the convidts who had been landed in the morning. The.fpot 
chofen for this purpofe was at the head of the cove, near the run of 
frclh water, which ftole filently along through a very thick wood, the 
ftillnefs of which had then, for the firft time fince the creation, been 
interrupted by the rude found of the labourer’s axe, and the downfal 
of its ancient inhabitants ; — a fiillnefs and tranquillity which from that 
day were to give place to the voice of labour, the confufion of camps 
and towns, and “ the bufy hum of its new pofleffors.” That ihefe 
did not bring with them 

“ Minds not to be changed by time or place,” 

was fervently to have been wiflied ; and if it were poflible, that on 
taking poffelfion of Nature, as we had thus done, in her fimpleft, 
purcft garb, we might not fully that purity by the ir.troduifrion of 
vice, profanenefs, and immorality. But this, though much to be 
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■wlrticd, was little to be expelled ; — the habits of youth are not eafily 
laid afide, and the utmoft we could hope in onr prefent fituation was 
to oppofe the foft harmouifing arts of peace and civilifation to the 
baneful influence of vice and imnaorality. 

In the evening of this day the whole of the party that came round in 
the Supply were aflcmbled at the point where they had firft landed in 
the morning, and on which a flag-ftaffhad been purpofely ereded and 
an union jack difplayed, when the marines fired feveral vollies ; be- 
tween which the governor and the officers who accompanied him 
drank the healths of his Majefly and the Royal Family, and fuccefs 
to the new colony. The day, which had been uncommonly fine, 
concluded witli the fafe arrival of the Sirius and the convoy from 
Botany Bay, — thus terminating the voyage with the famb good for- 
tune that had from its commencement been fo confpicuoufly their 
friend and companion. 

The difembarkation of the troops and conviifls took place from 
the following day until the whole were landed. The confufion that 
enfued will not be wondered at, w’hcn it is confidcred that every man 
fiepped from the boat literally into a wood. Parties of people were 
every where heard and feen varioufly employed; — fome in clearing 
ground for the different encampments ; others in pitching tents, or 
bringing up fuch ftorcs as were more immediately wanted ; and the 
fpot which had fo lately been the abode of filence and tranquillity 
was now changed to that of noife, clamour, and confufion : but after 
it time order gradually prevailed every where. As the woods were 
opened and the ground cleared, the various encampments were ex- 
tended, and all wore the appearance of regularity. 

■ A portable canvas houfe, brought over for the governor, was crefled 
on the Eaft fide of the cove, (which was named Sydney, in compliment 
to the principal fecrctary of ftate for the home department,) w'here 
alfo a fmall body of convicts was put under tents. The detachment of 
marines was encamped at the head of the cove near the flream, and on 
the Weft fide was placed the main body of the convicts. The women 
did not difembark until the 6th of February; when, every perfon be- 
longing to the fettlemcnt being landed, the numbers amounted to 1030 
1 1 perfons. 
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perfons. The tents for the ficfc were placed on the Weft fide, and it 
was obfened with concern that their numbers W’erc faft increaling. 
The feurvy, that had not appeared during the pafiage, now broke out, 
which, aided by a dyfentery, began to fill the hofpital, and fevcral died. 
In addition to the medicines that were adininiftercd, every fpecics 
of efculent plants that could be found in the country were procured 
for them ; wild celery, fpinach, and parfley, fortunately grew in abun- 
da.nce about the fcttlenient j thofe who were in health, as well as the 
lick, were very glad to introduce them into their mefles, and found 
them a plealant as well as w'holefome addition to the ration of fait pro- 
vifions. 

The public ftock, confiftlng of one bull, four cows, one bull-calf, one 
ftallion, three mares, and three colts, (one of which was a ftonc-colt,) 
were landed on the Eaft point of the cove, where they remained until 
they had cropped the little pafturagc it afforded ; and were then re- 
moved to a fpot at the head of the .adjoining cove, that was cleared for a 
fmall farm, intended to be placed under the dircillon of a perfon 
brought out by the governor. 

Some ground having been prepared near his excellency’s houfe on 
the Rail fide, the plants from Rio-de-Janeiro and the .Cape of Good 
Hope were fafely brought on (here in a few days ; and we foon had 
the fatisfadiion of feeing the grape, the fig, the orange, the pear, and the 
apple, the delicious fruits of the Old, taking root and eftablifliing them- 
felvcs in our New World. 

As foon as the hurry and tumult neceflarily attending the difem- 
barkation had a little fubfided, the governor caufed his Majefty’s com- 
mifllon, appointing him to be his captain-general and governor in 
chief in and over the territory of New South Wales and its dependencies, 
to be publicly read, together with the letters patent for eftablifhing the 
courts of civil and criminal judicature in the territory, the extent of 
which, until this publication of it, was but little known even amot\g 
ourfelvcs. It was now found to extend from Cape York, (the ej^- 
tremity of the coaft to the northward,) in the latitude of ao* jy' 
South, to the South Cape, (the fouthern extremity of the coaft,) 
in the latitude of 43" 39' South ; and inland to the weftward as far 
** *Jj° of Eaft longitude, comprehending all the Lflands adjapeat 
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in the Pacific Ocean, within the latitudes of the above-mentioned 
capes. 

By this definition of our boundaries it will be feen that wc were 
confined along the coaft of this continent to fuch parts of it folely as 
were navigated by Captain Cook, without Infringing on wliat might 
be claimed by other nations from the right of dlfcovery. Of that 
right, h'owever, no other nation has chofen to avail itfelf. Whether 
the weftem coaft is unpromiling in its appearance, or whether the 
want of a return proportioned to the expence which the mother- 
country muft fuftain in fupporting a fettlcment formed nearly at the 
fartheft part of the globe, may have deterred them, is not known ; but 
Great Britain alone has followed up the difeoveries ihc had made in 
this country, by at onto eftablifhiiig in it a regular colony and civil 
government. 

The ceremony of reading thefe public inftruments having been 
performed by the judge advocate, the governor, addreffing himfelf 
to the convidts, alTured them, among other things, that “ he fhould 
“ ever be ready to (hew approbation and encouragement to thofe 
“ who proved themfelves worthy of them by good condudt and at- 
“ tention to orders ; while on the other hand, fuch as were determined 
“ to aft in oppofition to propriety, and obferve a contrary conduft, 
“ would inevitably meet with the punifhment which they deferved.” 
He remarked how much it was their intereft to forget the habits of vice 
and indolence in which too many of them had hitherto lived ; and 
exhorted them to be honeft among themfelves, obedient to their 
overfeers, and attentive to the fcveral works in which they were 
about to be employed. At the conclufion of this addrefs three vollies 
were fired by the troops, who thereupon returned to their paradej 
where the governor, attended by Captain Hunter and the principal 
officers of the fettlement, paffed along the front of the detachment, 
and received the honours due to a captain- general ; after which he 
entertained all the officers and gentlemen of the fettlement at dinner, 
under a large tent pitched for the pui'pofe at the head of the marine 
^^neampraent. 

The convifts had been muftered early in the morning, when nine 
were reported to be abfeut. From the fituation which we had un- 

avoidably 


Digitized by GoogI 



r*U»UART.] 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


9 


.Tvoidabiy adopted, it was iinpoflible to prevent thefe people from 
flraggling. Fcaricfs of the danger which muft attend tliem, many 
had vifited the French fliips in Botany Bay, follciting to be taken on 
board, and giving a great deal of trouble. It was focn fcuntl that 
t.hey fccreted at leaf! one-third of their working tools, and that any 
fort of labour was with difficulty procured from them. 

The want of proper overfeers principally contributed to this. Thofe 
who were placed over them as fuch were people fclcdtcd from among 
thcmfclvcs, being recommended by their conduiH: during the voyage ; 
few of thefe, however, chofe to exert the authority that was requiiitc 
TO keep the gangs at their labour, although affiired of meeting with 
every neceflary Aipport. Petty thefts among themfelves began fooii 
to be complained qf ; the failors from the tranfports, although re- 
peatedly forbidden, and frequently punifhed, dill pcrfilled in bring- 
ing fpirits on fliorc by night, and drunkennefs was often the con- 
fcquence. 

To check thefe enormities, the court of criminal judicature was 
alTemblcd on the ilth of Februarj', when three prifoners were tried j 
one for an alTault, of which being found guilty, he was fcntenccd to 
receive one hundred and fifty lalhes ; a fecond, for taking fome bifcuii; 
from another convidf, was fcntcnced to a week’s confmement on bread 
and water, on a fmall rocky iiland near the entrance of the cove ; 
an^ a third, for dealing a plank, was fentenced to receive fifty ladies, 
but, being recommended to the governor, was forgiven. 

The mildnefs of thefe puniffiments feemed rather to have encou- 
raged than deterred others from the commiffion of greater offences ; 
for before the month was ended the criminal court was again affembled 
for the trial of four offenders, who had conceived and executed a plan 
for robbing the public dore during the time of iffuing the provifions. 
This crime, in its tendency big with evil to our little community, 
was rendered dill more atrocious by being perpetrated at the very' time 
when the difference of provifions, which had till then cxided, was 
taken off, and the convidl faw the fame proportion of provifion iffued 
to himfclf that was ferved to the foldicr and the officer, the article of 
fpiriti only excepted. Each male convidt was that day put upon the 
fallowing weekly ration of provifions, two-thirds of wliich was ferved 
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to the female convldls ; vii. — 7 pounds of bifcult ; i pound of flour; 
7 pounds of beef, or 4 pounds of pork ; 3 pints of pcal’c ; and 6 
minces of butter. 

It was fair to fuppofe that fo liberal a ration would in itfcif have 
proved the fccurity of the (lore, and have defended it from depreda- 
tion ; but we faw with concern, that there were among us fomc minds 
fo habitually vicious that no confidcration was of any weight with 
them, nor could they be induced to do right by any profpedt of 
future benefit, or fear of certain and immediate punifliment. The 
charge being fully proved, one man, James Barrett, fuflered death : 
his confederates were pardoned, on condition of their being banilhed 
from the fcttlcment. Another culprit was fcntenced to receive three 
hundred laflies ; but, not appearing fo guilty as his companions, was 
pardoned by the governor, the power of pardoning being vefted in 
him by his Majefty’s commiflion. 

His excellency, having caufed one example to be made, extended 
lenity to foine others who were tried the following day ; and one con- 
vift, James Freeman, was pardoned on condition of his becoming the 
public executioner. 

It appeared by the letters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, 
which were read after the governor’s commiflion, that “ the appoint- 
“ ment of the place to which offenders fhould be tranfported having 
“ been vefted in the crown by an adl of parliament, his Majefty, by 
“ two feveral orders in council, bearing date the 6th of DecemBer 
“ 1786, had declared, that certain offenders named in two lifts an- 
“ nexed to the orders in council lliould be tranfported to the eaftern 
“ coaft of New Holland, named New South Wales, or fome one or 
“ other of the iflands adj.iccnt and it being deemed neceflary th.it 
a colony and civil government fhould be eftablilhcd in the place to 
which fuch felons ftiould be tranfported, and that a court of criminal ju- 
rifdiiftion ftiould alfo be eftabliftied therein, with authority to proceed 
in a more fumm.iry way than is ufed writhiu the realms of Great 
Britain, according to the known and eftabliftied laws thereof, his 
Majefty, by the 27th Geo. 3. cap. 56. was enabled to authorife, by his 
commilfion under the great feal, “ the governor, or in his abfence 
" the lieutenant-governor of fuch place, to convene from time to 
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“ time, as occafion may require, a court of criminal jurirdidioii, 
“ which court is to be a court of record, and is to confill of the judge- 
“ advocate and fueh fix officers of the fea and land fervice as the go- 
“ vernor ffiall, by precept itfued under his hand and feal, require to 
“ aflemblc for that purpofe." This court has power to inquire of, 
hear, determine, and punilh all treafons, mifprifioiis of treafons, mur- 
ders, felonies, forgeries, perjuries, trefpaffes, and other crimes vvh.atfo- 
ever that may be committed in the colony ; the puuifliment for fuch 
offences to be infli^lcd according to the laws of England as nearly as 
may be, confiderlng and allowing for the circumftauces and iituation 
of the fcttleraent and its inhabitants. The charge againft any ofiender 
is to be reduced into writing, and exhibited by the judge-advocate : 
witnelTes are to be examined upon oath, as well for as againft t'ac 
prifoner ; and the court is to adjudge whether he is guilty or not 
guilty by the opinion of the major part of the court. If guilty, and 
the offence is capital, they are to pronounce judgment of death, in 
like manner as if the prifoner had been convicted by the verdift of 
a jury in England, or of fuch corporal puniihraent as the court, or 
the major pan of it, ffiall deem meet. And in cafes not capital, they 
arc to adjudge fuch corporal puniffiment as the majority of the court 
lhall determine. But no ofiender is to fuffer death, unlefs live mem- 
bers of the court lhall concur in adjudging him to be guilty, until the 
proceedings lhall have been tranfmitted to England, and the king’s plea- 
fure fignified thereupon. The provoff-marlhal is to caufe the judgment 
of tlic court to be executed according to the governor’s warrant under 
hi* hand and feal. 

The refemblance of this to the military courts may be eafily traced 
in fome particulars. The criminal court is affemblcd, not at ftated 
times, but whenever occafion may require. It is compofed of mili- 
tary officers, (the judge advocate excepted, whofe fituation is of a 
civil nature,) who affemble as fuch in their military habits, with the 
infignia of duty, the fafh and the fword. Their judgments are to be 
determined by the majority ; and the examination of the witneffes is 
carried on by the members of the court, as well as by the judge- 
advocate. But in other refpeifts it differs from the military courts. 
The judge advocate is the judge or prelident of the court; he frames 
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and exhibits the charge againd the prilbner, has a vote in the court, 
and is fworn, like the members of it, well and truly to try and to make 
true deliverance between the king and the prifoncr, and give a verdidk 
according to the evidence. 

When the (late of the colony and the nature of its inhabitants are 
confidered, it mud be agreed, that the adminldration of public judicc 
could not have been placed with fo much propriety in any other 
hands. The outward form of the court, as well as the more eflential 
part of it, are admirably calculated to meet the charafters and difpo- 
lltion of the people who form the major part of the fettlement. As 
long confinement would be attended with a lofs of labour, and other 
evils, the court is adcmbled within a day or two after the apprchenfion 
of any prifoner whofe crime is of fuch magnitude as to call for a 
criminal proceeding againd him. He is brought before a court com- 
pofed of a judge and fix men of honour, who hear the evidence 
both for and againd him, and determine whether the crime exhibited 
be or be not made out ; and his punifhment, if found guilty, is ad- 
judged according to the laws of England, confidering and allowing 
for the fituation and circumdances of the fettlement and its inhabitants; 
which punifhment, however, after all, cannot be inflided without the 
ratification of the governor under his hand and feal. 

Befide this court for the trial of criminal offenders, there is a civil 
court, confiding of the judge-advocate and two inhabitants of the fet- 
tlement, who are to be appointed by the governor ; which court has full 
power to hear and determine in a fummaty way all pleas of lands, 
houfes, debts, contrads, and all perfonal pleas whatfoever, with autho- 
rity to fummon the parties upon complaint being made, to examine 
the matter of fuch complaint by the oaths of witnefles, and to ifliie 
warrants of execution under the hand and feal of the judge-advocate. 
Erom this court, on either party, plaintiff or defendant, finding himfelf 
or themfelves aggrieved by the judgment or decree, an appeal lies to 
the governor, and from him, where the debt or thing in demand fliall 
exceed the value of three hundred pounds, to the king in council : but 
thefe appeals muft be put in, if from the civil court, within eight days, 
and if from the governor or fuperior court, within fourteen days after 
pronouncing the faid judgments. 
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To this court is likewifc given authority to grant probates of wills 
and adminidration of the perfonal eftatcs of interlaces dying within 
the fctticment. But as property muft be acquired in the country 
before its rights can come into queftion, few occafions of aflfembling 
this court can occur for many years. 

In addition to thefe courts for the trial of crimes, and the cognifance 
of civil fuits, the governor, the lieutenant-governor, and the judge- 
advocate for the time being, are by his Majefty’s letters patent con- 
ftituted juftices for the prefervation of the peace of the fettlement, 
with the fame power that juftices of the peace have in England 
within their refpeeftive jurlfdidlions. And the governor, being 
enabled by his Majefty’s commiflion, foon after our arrival, caufed 
Auguftus Alt efq. (the furveyor- general of the territory) to be fworn 
a jufticc of the peace, for the purpofe of fitting once a week, or 
oftener as occafion might require, with the judge-advocate, to examine 
all offences committed by the convidts, and determine on and punifh 
fuch as were not of fufficient importance for trial by the criminal 
court. 

There is alfo a vice-admiralty court for the trial of offences com- 
mitted upon the high feas, of which the lieutenant-governor is con- 
ftituted the judge, Mr. Andrew Miller the regiftrar, and Mr. Henry 
Brewer the marfhal. The governor has, befide that of captain-general, 
a commiflion conflituting him vice-admiral of the territory j and 
another veiling him with authority to hold • general courts-martial, 
and to confirm or fet afidc the fentcnce. The major-commandant 
of the detachment had the ufual power of affembling regimental or 
battalion courts-martial for the trial of offences committed by the 
foldiers under his command. 

By this account of the different modes of adminiftering and ob- 
taining juftice, which the leglflature provided for this fettlement, 
it is evident that great care had been taken on our fetting out, to 
furnllh us with a liable foundation whereon to erc£l our little colony, 
a foundation which was eftablilhed in the punifliment of vice, the 

• Capuin Collins, the judge advocate of the fettlement, had alfo a wairant from 
the Admiralty appointing him judge advocate to the marine detachment. 
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fecurlty of property, and the prefcrvatlon of peace and good order 
ill our community. 

The governor having alfo received inflruftions to ellablifh a fet- 
llcment at Norfolk Ifland, the Supply failed for that place about the 
middle of the month of February, having on board Lieutenant King 
of the Sirius, named by Capt. Phillip fuperintendant and com- 
mandant of the fettlemcnt to be formed there. Lieutenant King 
took with him one furgeon, (Mr. Jamiefon, furgeon’s mate of- the 
S'rrius,) one petty officer, (Mr. Cunningham, alfo of the Sirius,) two 
private foldiers, two perfons wlio pretended to fome knowledge 
in flax-dreffing, and nine male and fix female convifls, moftly 
volunteers. I’kis little party was to be landed with tents, clothing 
for the conviiftf, implements of hufbandry, tools for dreffing flax, 
&c. and provifions for fix months ; before the expiration of which 
time it was deligncd to fend them a frefli fupply. 

Norfolk Ifland is lituated in the latitude of 29° fouth, and in lon- 
gitude 1 68" to' call of Greenwich, and was fettled w'ith a view to 
the cultivation of the flax plant, which at the time when the ifland 
was difeovered by Captain Cook w'as found growing moft luxuriantly 
where he landed ; and from the fpecimens taken to England of the 
New Zealand flax, (of which fort is that growing at Norfolk Ifland,) 
it was hoped fome advantages to the mother country might be 
derived from cultivating and manufaduring it. 

Mr. King, previous to his departure for his little government, 
was fworn in as a juftice of the peace, taking the oaths ncccflary 
' on the occafion, by which he was enabled to puniffi fuch petty 
oficnces as might be committed among his people, capital crimes 
being referved for the cognifance of the criminal court of judicature 
eflabliflied here. 

Our own prefervation depending in a great meafure upon the 
prefervation of our (lores and provifions, houfes for their reception 
were immediately begun when fufficient ground was found to be 
cleared ; and the perfons who had the diredlion of thefe and other 
works carrying on, found it moft to the advantage of the public 
fervice to employ the convids in tafle work, allotting a certain 
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quantity of ground to be cleared by a certain nunrber of perfons in 
a giren time, and allowing them to employ what time they mighr 
gain, till called on again for public fervicc, in bringing in materials 
and erefling huts for themfclves. But for the molt part they pre- 
ferred palTing in idlenefs the hours that might have been fo profitably 
fpent, draggling into the woods for vegetables, or vifuing the French 
fliips in Botany Bay. Of this latter circumftance we were informed 
by M. dc Clonard, the captain of the Allrolabe, in an cxcurfion 
he made from the fhips, to bring round fome difpatches from M. de 
la Peroufe, which that officer requefted might "be forwartfed to tire 
French ambalTador at the court of London by the firft of our tranfports 
that might fail from hence for Europe. He informed us, that they 
were daily vifited by the convifls, many of whom folicited to be 
received on board before their departure, promifing (as an induce- 
ment) to be accompanied by a number of females. M. de Clonard 
at the fame time allured us, that the general (as he was termed by 
his officeis and people) had given their felicitations no kind of 
countenance, but had threatened to drive them away by force. 

Among the buildings that were undertaken fliortly after our arrival, 
nmft be mentioned an obfervatory, which was marked out on the 
weftem point of the cove, to receive the aftronomical inftruments 
which had been fent out by the Board of Longitude, for the purpofc 
of obferving the comet which was espedlcd to be feen about the 
end of this year. The conftrudlion of this building was placed under 
the diredlion of Lieut. Dawes of the marines, who, having made 
this branch of feience his particular ftudy, was appointed by the 
board of Longitude to make allronomical obfervations in this 
country. 

The latitude of the obfervatory was - - - 33' 32' 30" S. 

Tile longitude, from Greenwich, - - - - 151° 19' .30" E. 

Governor Phillip, having been very much prefled for time when 
he firft vifiied this harbour, had not thoroughly examined it. The 
completion of that neceflary bufincls was left to Captain Hunter, 
who, with the full lieutenant of the Sirius, early in the month of 
February, made an accurate furvey of it. It was then found to be 
far more extcafivc to the weftward than was at firft imagined, and 
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Captain Hunter dcfcribed the country as wearing a much more fa- 
vourable countenance toward the head or upper part, than it did 
immediately about the fettlement. He faw I'cvcral parties of the 
natives, and, treating them conftantly with good humour, they always 
left him with friendly impreflions. 

It was natural to fuppofe that the curiofity of thefe people would 
be attraifled by obferving, that, inftead of quitting, we were occupied 
in works that indicated an intention of remaining in tlicir country ; 
but during the firft fix weeks we received only one vifit, two men 
flrolling iato the camp one evening, and remaining in it for about 
half an hour. Tlrey appeared to admire whatever they faw, and 
after receiving each a hatchet (of the ufe of which the eldcft inftantly 
and curioufly fhevved his knowledge, by turning up his foot, and 
lharpening a piece of wood on the foie with the hatchet) took their 
leave, apparently well pleafed with their reception. The filhing- 
boats alfo frequently reported their having been vifited by many 
of thefe people when hauling the feinc, at which labour they' often 
afiificd with cheerfulnefs, and in return were generally rewarded 
with part of the filh taken. 

Every precaution was ufed to guard againft a breach of this friendly 
and delirable intercourfe, by ftridUy prohibiting every perfon from 
depriving them of their fpears, fizgigs, gum, or other articles, 
which we foon perceived they were accuftomed to leave under the 
rocks, or loole and fcattered about upon the beaches. We had how- 
ever great reafon to believe that thefe precautions were firft rendered ■ 
fruitlcfs by the ill conduift of a boat’s crew belonging to one of the 
tranfports, who, we were told afterwards, attempted to land in one 
of the coves at the lower part of the harbour, but were prevented, 
and driven off with ftones by the natives. A party of them, confid- 
ing of fixtecn or eighteen perfons, fome time after landed on the 
ifland * where the people of the Sirius were preparing a garden, 
and with much artifice, watching their opportunity, carried off a 
fhovel, a fpade, and a pick-axe. On their being fired at and hit 


* Since known by the name of Garden fSand. 
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on the legs by one of the people with fmall fliot, the plek-axc was 
dropped, but they carried off the other tools. 

To fuch circumftanccs as thefe muft be attributed the termination 
of that good underftanding which had hitherto fubfilled between us 
and them, and which Governor Phillip laboured to improve whenever 
he had an opportunity. But it might have been forefeen that this 
would unavoidably happen : the convidls were every w'here flraggling 
about, colleding animals and gum to fell to the people of the 
tranfports, who at the fame time were procuring fpears, fiiiclds, 
fwords, fiflung-lines, and other articles from the natives, to carry 
to Europe ; the lofs of which mud have been attended with many 
inconveniences to the owners, as it was foon evident that they were 
the only means whereby they obtained or could procure their daily 
fubfidence ; and although fomc of thefe people had been puniflied 
for purchafing articles of the convidfs, the pradtice was carried on 
Iccrctly, and attended with all the bad effeQs which were to be 
cxpedled from it. Wc alfo had the mortification to learn, that 
M. De la Peroufc had been compelled to fire upon the natives at 
Botany Bay, where they frequently annoyed his people who were 
employed on fliorc. This circumdance materially adcdled us, as 
thofe who had rendered this violence necelfary could not diferiminate 
between us and them. We were however perfedlly convinced that 
nothing fiiort of the greated neceflity could have induced M. De la 
Peroufe to take fuch a dep, as we heard him declare, that it was 
among the particular indrudions that he received from his fovereign, 
to endeavour by every podible means to acquire and cultivate the 
friendfliip of the natives of fuch places as he might difeover or vifit ; 
and to avoid exercifing any a£l of hodility upon them. In obedience 
to this humane command, there was no doubt but he forbore ufing 
force until forbearance would have been dangerous, and he had 
been taught a leflbn at Maouna, one of the Iflcs dcs Navigateurs, 
that the tempers of favages were not to be truded too far; for we 
were informed, that on the very day and hour of their departure 
from that ifland, the boats of the two dilps, which were feni for a 
lad load of water, were attacked by the natives with dones and clubs, 
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and M. De I’Angle, the captain of the Aftrolabe, with eleven officers 
and men, were put to death ; thofe who were fo fortunate as to get 
off in the fmall boats that attended on the watering launches, (which 
were deftroyed,) efcaped with many wounds and contufjons, fome 
of which were not healed at the time of their relating to us this 
unfortunate circumftance. It was conjedured, that fome one of the 
fcamen, unknown to the officers, mud have occafioTicd this outrage, 
for which there was no other probable reafon to aflign, as the natives 
during the time the fhips were at the ifland had lived with the officers 
and people on terms of the greateft harmony. And this was not 
the firfl misfortune that thofe fhips had met with during their voyage ; 
for on the north-wefl coafl of America, they loft two boats with 
their crews, and feveral young men of family, in a furf. 

Notwithftanding the preflure of the important bufinefs we had 
upon our hands after our landing, the difeharge of our religious 
duties was never omitted, divine fervice being performed every 
Sunday that the weather would permit: at which time the detach- 
ment of marines paraded with their arms, the whole body of con- 
vids attended, and were obferved to condud themfelves in general 
with the refped and attention due to the occallon on which they 
were aflembled. 

It was foon obferved with fatisfadion, that feveral couples were 
announced ’for marriage ; but on ftridly ferutinizing into the motive, 
it was found in feveral inftances to originate in an idea, that the 
married people would meet with various little comforts and privi- 
leges that were denied to thofe in a fingle ftatc ; and fome, on not 
finding thofe expedations realifed, repented, wifhed and aduatly 
applied to be reftored to their former fituations ; fo ignorant and 
thoughtlefs were they in general. It was however to be wifhed, 
that matrimonial connexions fhould be promoted among them ; and 
none who applied were ever rejeded, except when it was clearly 
underflood that either of the parties had a wife or hufband living 
at the time of their leaving England. 

The weather during the latter end of January and the month of 
February was very clofc, with rain, at times very heavy, and at- 
tended with much thunder and lightning. In the night of the 6th 
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of Fcbniary, fix fhecp, two Iambs, and one pig, belonging chiefly 
to the lieutenant-governor, having been placed at the foot of a large 
tree, were dcftroyed by the lightning. But accidents of this kind 
were rather to be expedted than wondered at, until the woods around 
us could be opened and cleared. 


, CHAP. II. 

BROKEN BAY VISITED. M. DE LA PEROUSE SAILS.— TRANSACTIONS.— THE 

SUPPLY RETURNS. LORD HOWE ISLAND DISCOVERED. THE SHIPS FOR 

CHINA SAIL. — SOME CONVICTS WOUNDED BY THE NATIVES.— SCURVY. 

NEW STORE-HOUSE. NECESSARY ORDERS AND APPOINTMENTS. EXCUR- 

SIONS INTO THE COUNTRY.- NEW BRANCH OF THE HARBOUR INTO PORT 
JACK SON.— SHEE P. 

March.] Early in March the governor, accompanied by forae 
officers from the fettlement and the Sirius, went round by water 
to the next adjoining harbour to the northward of this port, which 
is laid down in the charts by the name of Broken Bay, from the 
broken appearance of the land by which it is formed. The intention 
of this vifit was, not only to furvey the harbour, if any were found 
to cxifi, but to examine whether there were within it any fpots of 
ground capable of cultivation, and of maintaining a few families ; 
but in eight days that he was abfent, though he found an harbour 
equal in magnitude to Port Jackfon, the governor faw no fituation 
that could at all vie with that which he had c^ofen for the fettlement 
at Sydney Cove, the land at Broken Bay being in general very high 
and in moft parts rocky and barren. The weather proved very un- 
favourable to an excurfion in a country where the refidence for each 
night was to be provided by the travellers themfelves ; and fome of 
the party returned with dyfcntcric complaints. The weather at Port 
Jackfon had been equally adverfe to labour, the governor finding at 
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- his itturn upwards of two hundred patients under the furgeon’s care. 
In confequcnce of the lieavy rains that had fallen. A building for 
the reception of the fick was now abfolutely necefl'ary, and one, 
eighty-four deet by twenty-three, was put in hand, to be divided into 
a difpcnlary, (all the hofpital-ftores being at that time under tents,) 
a ward for the troops, and another for the conviQs. It was to be 
built of wood, and the roof to be covered in with fhingles, made 
from a fpecics of lir that is found here. The heavy rains alfo pointed 
out the neceflity of ftieltering the detachment, and until barracks 
could be built, mod of them covered their tents with thatch, or 
erefted for thcnifelves temporary clay huts. The barracks were be- 
gun early in March ; but much difficulty was found in providing 
proper materials, the timber being in general lhakey and rotten. 
They were to confift of four buildings, each building to be fixty- 
feven feet by twenty-two, and to contain one company. TTtey were 
placed at a convenient diftance afunder for the purpofe of air and 
cleanlinefs, and with a fpace in the centre for a parade. 

'On or about Monday the loth of March, the French ftiips failed 
from Botany Bay, bound, as they faid, to the northward, and car- 
rying with them the mod unfavourable ideas of this country and 
its native inhabitants ; the officers having been heard to declare, that 
in their whole voyage they no where found fo poor a country, nor 
fuch wretched miferable people. During their day in Botany Bay, 
they fet up the frames of two large boats which they brought out 
from Europe, to replace thofe they lod at Maouna, and on the north- 
wed coad of America. We had, during their day in this country, 
a very friendly and pleafant intercourfe with their officers, among 
whom we obferved men of abilities, whofc obfervations, and exertions 
in the fearch after knowledge, will mod amply illudratc the hidory 
of their voyage : And it refleded much credit on the minider when 
he arranged the plan of it, that people of the fird talents for navigation, 
adronomy, natural hidory, and every other fcience that could render it 
confpicuoufly ufeful, diould have been feleded for the purpofe. 

We found after their departure the grave of the Abbe L. Receveur, 
who died but a Ihort time before they failed : he was buried not very 

far 
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far from the fpot where their tents were erefled, at the foot of a 
tree, on which were nailed two pieces of board with the following 
iofeription ; 

I lie jacet 
L. Rcccvcur 
Ex F. F. Minoribus 
Gallia: Sacerdos 

Phflicus in Circumnavigatione MunJI 
Duce D. de la Peroufe 

• Obiit Die 17 Febr. Anno 

1788. 

Governor Phillip, on hearing that thefe boards had fallen down from 
the tree, caufed the iofeription to be engraven on a /date of copper, 
which ivas put up in place of the boards ; but rain, and the oozing of 
gum from the tree, foon rendered even that illegible. 

We continued to be Hill bufily employed ; a wharf for the conve- 
nience of landing ftorcs was begun under the direftion of the fur- 
veyor-general ; the ordnance, confifting of two brafs fix-pounders on 
travelling carriages, four iron twelve-pounders, and two iron fix- 
pounders, were landed ; the tranfports, which were chartered for China, 
were clearing j the long-boats of the Ihips in the cove were employed 
in bringing up cabbage-tree from the lower part of the harbour, 
where it grew in great abundance, and was found, when cut into 
proper lengths, very fit for the purpofc of ercfling temporary huts, 
the ports and plates of which being made of the pine of this country, 
and the fides and ends filled with lengths of the cabbage-tree, plaftered 
over with clay, formed a very good hovel. The roofs were generally 
thatched with the grafs of the gum-rulh ; forae were covered with 
clay, but fcvcral of thefe failed, tlw: weight of the clay and heavy 
rain foon deftroying them. 

A gang of convlds was employed, under the dircdlon of a perfon 
who underftood the bufinefs, in making bricks at a fpot about a mile 
from the fettlcmcnt, at the head of Long Cove ; at which place alfo 
two acres of ground were marked out for fuch officers as were willing 
to cultivate them and raife a little grain for their ftock ; it not being. 
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the mtentioii of government to give any grants of land until the ne- 
ccllary accounts of the country, and of what expe£Iations were likely 
to be formed from it, fliould be received. 

Great inconvenience was found from the neceflity that fubfifted of 
fuffering the ftock of individuals to run loofe amongft' the tents and 
huts ; much damage in particular was fuftained by hogs, who fre- 
quently forced their way into them while the owners were at labour, 
and dertroyed and damaged whatever they met with. At firft thefe 
lodes were ufually made good from the (lore, as it was unreafonable 
to expedl labour where the labourer did not receive the proper fufte- 
nance ; but this being foon found to open a door to much impofition, 
and to give rife to many fabricated tales of injuries that never exifted, 
an order was given, that any hog caught trefpafling w.is to be killed 
by the perfon who adually received any damage from it. 

The principal ftreet of the intended town was marked out at the 
head of the cove, and its dimenfions were extenfive. The govemment- 
houfe was to be conftmdled on the fummit of a hill commanding a 
capital view of Long Cove, and other parts of the harbour ; but this 
was to be a work of after-confideration ; for the prefent, as the ground 
was not cleared, it was fufEcient to point out the fituation and define 
the limits of the future buildings. 

On the igthlhe Supply returned from Norfolk Illand, having been 
abfent four weeks and fix days. We learned that (he made the illand 
on the 29th of laft month, but for the five fucceeding days was not 
able to eifedl a landing, being prevented by a furf which they found 
breaking with violence on a reef of rocks that lay acrofs the principal 
bay. Lieutenant King had nearly given up all hopes of being able 
to land, when a fraall opening was difeovered in the reef wide enough 
to admit a boat, through which he was fo fortunate as to get fafely 
with all his people and (lores. When landed, he could nowhere find 
a fpace clear enough for pitching a tent ; and he had to cut through 
an almoll impenetrable wildernefs before he could encamp himfclf and 
his people. Of the ftock he carried with him, he loft the only (he- 
goat he had, and one ewe. He had named the bay wherein he 
landed and fixed the fettlement Sydney Bay, and had given the names 
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of Phillip and Nepean to two fmall iflands which are fituated at a 
fmall dillance from it. 

Lieutenant King, the commandant, wrote in good fpirits, and fpoke 
of meeting all his difficulties like a man determined to overcome 
them. The foil of the iOand appeared to be very rich, but the landing 
dangerous, Sydney Hay being expofed to the foutlierly winds, with 
which the furf conftantly breaks on the reef. The Supply loft one of 
her people, who was waffied off the reef and drowned. There is a 
fmall bay on the other fide of the ifland, but at a diftance from the 
fcttlement, and no anchoring ground in cither. The flax plant (the 
principal objeft in view) he had not difeovered when the Supply failed. 
Lieutenant Ball, foon after he left this harbour, fell in with an un- 
inhabited ifland in lat. 31° 56' S. and in long. 159° 4’ Eaft, which he 
named Lord Howe Ifland. It is inferior in fize to Norfolk Ifland, 
but abounded at that time with turtle, (fixteen of which he brought 
away with him,) as well as with a new fpccies of fowl, and a fmall 
brown bird, the flelh of which vtas very fine eating. Thefe birds were 
in great abundance, and fo unufed to fuch vifitors, that they fuffered. 
themfelves to be knocked down with fticks, as they ran along the 
beach. 

Pines, but no fmall trees, grow on this ifland, in which there 
is a good bay, but no anchoring ground. Of the pines at Norfolk 
Ifland, one meafured nine feet in diameter, and another, that was 
found lying on the ground, meafured 182 feet in length. 

As the Icurvy was at this time making rapid ftrides in the colony, 
the hope of being able to procure a check to its effeiSs from the new 
ifland, rendered it in every one’s opinion a fortunate difeovery. 

The Scarborough, Charlotte, and Lady Penrhyn tranfports being 
cleared, were difeharged from government fervice in the latter end of 
the month, and the raafters left at liberty to proceed on their re- 
fpedlive voyages purfuant to the diredlions of their owners. 

In the courfe of this month feveral convi^fs came in from the 
woods ; one in particular dangeroufly wounded with a fpear, the 
others very much beaten and bruifed by the natives. Tire wounded 
man had been employed cutting ruflies for thatching, and one of the 
others w'as a convalefcent from the hofpital, who went out to collefl a 
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few vegetables. All thefe people denied giving any provocation to 
the natives : it was, however, difficult to believe them ; they well 
knew the coiifequcnccs that would attend any acts of violence on their 
part, as it had been declared in public orders early in the month, that 
in forming the intended fettlement, any a£t of cruelty to the natives 
being contrary to his Majefty’s moll gracious intentions, the offenders 
would be fubjeift to a criminal profccution ; and they well knew that 
the natives themfelves, however injured, could not contradict their 
affertions. There was, however, too much rcafon to believe that our 
people had been the aggreffors, as the governor on his return from 
his excurfion to Broken Bay, on landing at Camp Cove, found the 
natives there who had before frequently come up to him with con- 
fidence, unufually ffiy, and fecraingly afraid of him and his party ; 
and one, who after much invitation did venture to approach, pointed 
to feme marks upon his fliouldcrs, making figns they were caufed by 
blows given with a flick. This, and their running away, whereas 
they had always before remained on the beach until the people landed 
from the boats, were ftrong indications that the man had been beaten 
by feme of our flragglers. Eleven canoes full of people paffed very 
near the Sirius, which was moored without the two points of the 
cove, but paddled away very faft upon the approach of feme boats 
toward them. 

The curiofity of the camp was excited and gratified for a day or 
two by the fight of an emu, which was (hot by the governor’s game- 
killer. It was remarkable by every ftem having two feathers pro- 
ceeding from it. Its height w.as 7 feet 2 inches, and the flefti was 
very well flavoured, 

• The run of water that fupplied the fettlement was obferved to be 
only a drain from a fwamp at the head of it ; to protedf it, therefore, 
as much as poffible from the fun, an order was given out, forbidding 
the cutting down of any trees within fifty feet of the run, than which 
there had not yet been a finer found in any one of the coves of the 
harbour. 

April.] As the winter of this hemifphere was approaching, it 
became abfolutely neceffary to expedite the buildings intended for 
the detachment ; every carpenter that could be procured amongfl the 
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convidls wa* fent to aflift, and as many as could be hired from the 
iranlports were employed at the hofpital and ftorehoufes. The long> 
boats of the Ihips ftill continued to bring up the cabbagc-trcc from the 
lower part of the harbour, and a range of huts was begun on the weft 
fide for fome of the female convidls. 

Our little camp now began to wear the afpetft of diftrefs, from the 
great number of fcorbutic patients that were daily fecn creeping to and 
from the hofpital tents ; and the principal furgeon fuggellcd the ex- 
pediency of another fupply of turtle from Lord Howe Iflaiul: but it 
was generally thought that the Yeafon w.-is too far advanced, and the 
utmoft that could have been procured would have made but a very trifling 
and temporary change in the diet of thofc afllidled wdth the diforder. 

On the 6th, divine fervice was performed in the new ftorehoufe, 
which was covered in, but not fufliciently completed to admit provi- 
Cons, One hundred feet by twenty-five were the dimenfions of this 
building, which was conftrudled with great ftrength ; yet the mind was 
always pained when viewing its reedy combuftiblc covering, remem- 
bering the livid flames that had been feen to (hoot over every part of 
tins cove : hut no other materials could be found to anfwcr the purpofe 
of thatch, and every necelfary precaution was taken to gtiard againft 
accidental fire. 

An elderly woman, a convidt, having been accufed of ftealing a 
flat iron, and the iron being found in her poflelfion, the firft moment 
file was left alone Are hung herfelf to the ridge-pole of her tent, but 
was fortunately difeovered and cut down before it was too late. 

Although fcveral thefts were committed by the convldts, yet it was 
in general remarked, that they conduced themfelves with more pro- 
priety than could have heeu expedled from people of their defeription ; 
to prevent, however, if poflible, the commilTion of oflfences fo preju- 
dicial to the welfare of the colony, his excellency fignified to the con- 
vifls his rcfoluiion that the condemnation of any one for robbing the 
huts or (lores fliould be immediately followed by their execution. 
Much of their irregularity .was perhaps to be aferibed to the intercourfc 
that fubfilled, in fpite of punilhraent, between them and the feamen 
from the (hips of war and the tranfports, who at lead one day iit the 
week found means to get on fhore with fpirits. 
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Notwithftanding it was the anxious care of every one who could 
prevent it, that the venereal difeafe might not be introduced into the 
fcttlement, it was not only found to exift amongft the convidis, but 
the very fufferers themfelves were known to conceal their having it. 
To Hop this evil, it was ordered by the governor, that any man or 
woman having and concealing this diforder fhould receive corporal 
punifliment, and be put upon a (hort allowance of provifions for fix 
months. 

Lieutenant Dawes of the marines was directed in public orders to 
aft as officer of artillery and engineers ; in confequence of which the 
ordnance of the fcttlement, and the conftrufting of a fmall redoubt on 
the eaft fide, were put under his direftion. 

Mr. Zachariah Clark, who came out of England as agent to Mr. 
Richards the contraftor, was at the fame time appointed an alliftant 
to the commilTary ; and the ifluing of the provifions, which was in fu- 
ture to be once a week, was put under his charge. 

In the courfe of this month a ftone building was begun on the weft 
fide for the refidence of the lieutenant-governor, one face of which 
was to be in the principal ftreet of the intended town. 

The governor, defirous of acquiring a knowledge of the country 
about the feat of his government, and profiting by the coolnefs of the 
weather, made during the month feveral excurfions into the country; 
in one of which having obferved a range of mountains to the weft- 
ward, and hoping that a river might be found to take its courfe in 
their neighbourhood, he fet off with a fmall party, intending if poflible 
to reach them, taking with him fix days provifions ; but returned 
without attaining either objeft of his journey,— the mountains, or a 
rftrer. 

He penetrated about thirty miles inland, through a country moft 
amply clothed with timber, but in general free from underwood. On 
the fifth day of his excurfion he had, from a riling ground which he 
named Belle Vue, the only view of the mountains which he obtained 
during the journey ; and as they then appeared at too great a diftance 
to be reached on one day’s allowance of provifions, which was all 
they had left, he determined to return to Sydney Cove. 

In 
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In Port Jackfon another branch extending to the north\v.ard Ivad 
been difcovcrcd j but as the country furrounding it was high, rocky, 
and barren, though it might add to tlic extent and beauty of the 
Iiarirour, it did not promife to be of any benefit to the fettlement. 

Tlie governor had the mortification to learn on his return from his 
weftem expedition, that five ewes and a lamb had been deftroyed at 
the farm in the adjoining cove, fuppofed to have been killed by dogs 
belonging to the natives. 

The number of flieep which were landed in this country were con- 
fiderably diminifhed ; they were of neceffity placed on ground, and 
compelled to feed on grafs, that had never before been expofed to 
air or fun, and confeqiiently did not agree with them ; a circnmftance 
much to be lamented, as without ftock the fettlement muft for years 
remain dependent on the mother-country for the means of fubfifiencc. 


CHAP. III. 

transactions. TRANSPORTS SAIL FOR CHINA. TIJE SUPPLV SAILS FOR 

LORD HOWE ISLAND. RETURN OF STOCR IN THE COLONY IN HAY.— 

1 

THE SUPPLY RETURNS. TRANSACTIONS. — A CONVICT WOUNDED. — RUSH- 

CUTTERS KILLED BY THE NATIVES. OOVERNOr’s EXCURSION.— HIS MA- 

JESTY’S BIRTH-DAY. — BEHAVIOUR OP THE CONVICTS.— CATTLE LOST.— 

NATIVES. — PROCLAMATION. EARTHQUAKE. — TRANSPORTS SAIL FOR 

ENGLAND.— SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. TRANSACTIONS. NA- 

TIVES.— CONVICTS WOUNDED. 


1 HE month of May opened witli the trial, conviaion, and ex- 
ecution of James Bennett, a youth of feventeen years of age, for 
breaking open a teat belonging to the Charlotte tranfport, and Healing 
thereout property above the value of five (liilling.s. He confelfed 
that he lud often merited death before he committed the crime for 
which he was then about to fufler, and that a love of idlencfs and bad 
conne.vloni had been his ruin. He was executed immediately on re- 
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celving his fentence, in the hope of maldng a greater imprefiion oa 
the convifts than if it had been delayed for a day or two. 

Tlicre being no other flicker for the guard than tents, great incon- 
venience was found in placing under its charge more than one or two 
prifoners together. The convidls, therefore, who were confined at the 
guard until they could be conveyed to the fouthward, were fent to the 
Bare Ifland at the entrance of this cove, where they were to he fup- 
plied weekly with provifions from the ftore, and water from the 
Sirius, until an opportunity offered of fending them away. 

The three tranfports failed on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of this month 
for China. The Supply alfo failed on the 6th for Lord Howe Ifland, 
to procure turtle and birds for the fettlement, the feurry continuing to 
refift every effort that could be made to check its progrefs by medicine; 
from the latenefs of the feafon, however, little hope was entertained 
of her fuccefs. 

The governor having direded every perfon In the fettlement to 
make a return of what live-ftock was in his poffeflion, the following 
appeared to be the total amount of frock in the colony : 


1 Stallion, 

*5 P>g*. 

3 Mares, 

5 Rabbits, 

3 Colts, 

18 Turkies, 

3 Bulls, 

39 Geefe, 

5 Cows, 

35 Ducks, 

29 Sheep, 

123 Fowls, 

19 Goats, 
49 Hogs, 

87 Chickens. 


There having been found among the convids a perfon qualified to 
conduct the bufinefs of a bricklayer, a gang of labourers was put under 
his direftion, and moft of the huts which grew up in different parts 
of the cleared ground were erected by them. Another gang of la- 
bourers was put under the direction of a ftone-mafon, and on the 15th 
the firft ftone of a building, intended for the refidence of the governor 
until the government-houfe could be erefred, was laid on the cafr fide 
of the cove. 

The 
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The following infcription, engraven on a piece of copper, was 
placed in the foundation : 


His Excellency 
Arthcr Phillip Efq. 

Governor in Chief and Captain General 
In and over the Territory of New South Wales, 

- landed in this Cove, 

with the firft Settlers of this Country, 
the 24th Day of January 1788 ; 
and on the 1 5th Day of May 
in the fame Year, 

being the 98th of the Reign of His prefent Majefty 
Glokce the Third, 

The Firll of thefe Stones was laid. 

The large ftore-houfe being completed, and a road made to It 
from the wharf on the weft fide, the provifions were direiied to be 
landed from the vidluallers, and proper gangs of convidts placed to 
roll them to the ftore. 

Carpenters were now employed in covering in that neceflary 
building the hofpital, the Ihingles for the purpofe being all prepared ; 
thefe were faftened to the roof (which was very ftrong) by pegs 
made by the female convlQs. 

The timber that had been cut down proved in general very unfit 
for the purpofe of building, the trees being for the moft part decayed, 
and when cut down were immediately warped and fplit by the heat 
of the fun. A fpecies of pine appeared to be the beft, and was chiefly 
ufed in the frame-work of houfes, and in covering the roofs, the 
wood fplitting eafily into fhingles. 

The Supply returned in the afternoon of the 25th from Lord 
Howe Ifland, without having procured any turtle, the weather being 
much too cold and the feafon too late to find them fo far to the 
fouthward. 

To the fouthward and caftward of Lord Howe Ifland there is a 
rock, which may be feen at the diftance of eighteen leagues, and 
which from its ihape Lieutenant Ball has named Ball Pyramid. 
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On tTie'ifiJh •a-foldiei' and a Tailor ■were tried by the criminal 
court of judicature for aflaulting and dangeroufly wounding James 
M'Ncal, a Teaman. Tlicfc people belonged to the Sirius, and were 
employed on the illand where the fliip’s company had. their garden, 
the Teamen in cultivating the ground, and the Toldier in protedling 
them ; for which purpoTe he had his iirdock with him. They all 
lived together in a hut that was built for them, and on the evening 
preceding the aflault had received their ■week’s allowance of fpirits, 
with which they intoxicated themfelves, and quarrelled. They were 
found guilty of the affault, and, as pecuniary damages were out of 
the queftion, were each fcntenced to receive five hundred lathes. 

Farther and ftill more unpleafunt confequences of the' ill-treatment 
which the natives received from our people were felt during this 
month. On the evening of the 21ft a convid belonging to the farm 
on the eaft fide ■was brought into the hofpital, very dangeroufly 
■wounded with a barbed fpear, which entered about the depth of 
three inches into his back, between the ihoulders. The account 
he gave of the tranfadion was, that having ftrayed to a cove beyond 
the farm with another man, (who did not return witli him,) he was 
fuddenly wounded with a fpear, not having feen any natives until 
he received the wound. His companion ran away when the natives 
came up, who dripped him of all his clothes but his trowfers, which 
they did not take, and then left him to crawl into the camp. A day 
or two afterwards the clothes of the man that was miffing were 
brought in, torn, bloody, and pierced with fpears ; fo that there was 
every reafon to fuppofe that the poor wretch had fallen a lacrifice to 
his own folly and the barbarity of the natives. 

On the 30th an officer, who had been colleding rulhes in a core 
up the harbour, found and brought to the hofpital the bodies of two 
convids who had been employed for fome time in cutting rufhes 
there, pierced through in many places with fpears, and the head of 
one beaten to a jelly. As it was improbable that thefe murders (hould 
be committed without provocation, inquiry was made, and it ap- 
peared that thefe unfortunate men had, a few days previous to their 
being found, taken away and detained a canoe belonging to the 
1 1 natives, 
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natives, for which adk of violence and injuftice they paid with their 
lives. 

Notwithftanding thefe circumftances, a party of natives in their 
canoes went alongfide the Sirius, and fome fubmitted to the operation 
of fliaving : after which they landed on the weftern point of the 
core, where they examined every thing they faw with the grcateft 
attention, ind went away peaceably, and apparently \sere not under 
any apprehenfion of rcfentment on our parts for the murders above- 
mentioned. 

y^June, 1788.] The governor, however, on hearing that the two 
rulh-cutters liad been killed, thought it abfolutely neceflary to en- 
deavour to find out, and, if pofTible, fecure the people who killed 
them ; for which purpofe he fet off with a ftrong party well 
armed, and landed in the cove where their bodies had been found ; 
whence he ftruck acrofs the country to Botany Bay, where on the 
beach he faw about fifty canoes, but none of their owners. In a 
cove on the fea-fide, between Botany Bay and Port Jackfon, he flid- 
denly fell in with an armed party of natives, in number between 
two and three hundred, men, women, and children. With thefe a 
friendly intercourfe direftly took place, and fome fpears, &c. were 
exchanged for hatchets ; but the murderers of the rulh-cutters, if 
they were amongll them, could not be difeovered in the crowd. 
The governor hoped to have found the people ftill at the place where 
the men had been killed, in which cafe he would have endeavoured 
to fecure fome of them ; but, not having any fixed rcfidcnce, they 
had, perhaps, left the fpot immediately aftCT glutting their fanguinary 
rcfentment. ' 

His Majefly’s birth-day was kept with every attention that it was 
pollible to diftinguilh it by in this country ; the morning was ulhered 
in by the difeharge of twenty-one guns from the Sirius and Supply ; 
on Ihore the colours were hoified at the flag-fiaff, and at noon the 
detachment of marines fired three vollies; after which the officers 
of the civil and military efrablifhment waited upon the governor, 
and paid their refpeds to his excellency in honor of the day. At 
one o’clock the Ihips of war again fired twenty-one guns each ; 
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and tlie tranfports in the ccrve made up the fame number between 
them, according to their irregular method on thofe occafions. The 
ofiiecrs of the navy and fettlemcnt were entertained by the governor 
at dinner, and, among other toads, named and fixed the boundaries 
of the firft county in his Majedy’s territory of New' South Wales. 
This was called Cumberland County, in honor of his Majedy’s 
fccond brother; and the limits of it to the northward were fixed by 
the northernmod point of Broken Bay, to the fouthw'ard by the 
fouthernmod point of Botany Bay, and to the wedward by Lanfdown 
and Carmarthen hills (the name given to the range of mountains 
feen by the governor in an excurfion to the northward). At fun-fet 
the Ihips of war paid their lad compliment to his Majedy by a third 
time firing twenty-one guns each. At night feveral bonfires were 
lighted ; and, by an allowance of fpirits given on this particular 
occafion, every perfon in the colony was enabled to drink his Majedy’s 
health. 

Some of the word among the convifls availed tbemfelves of the 
opportunity that was given them in the evening, by the abfcnce of 
Icveral of the officers and people from their tents and huts, to commit 
depredations. One officer on going to his tent found a man in it, 
whom with fome difficulty he fecured, after wounding him with his 
fword. The tent of another was broken into, and feveral articles of 
wearing apparel dolen out of it ; and many fmaller thefts of provilions 
and clothing were committed among the convifls. Several people 
were taken into cudody, and two were afterwards tried and executed. 
One of thefe had abfeonded, and lived in the woods for riineteen days, 
exiding by what he was able to procure by nodlurnal depredations 
among the huts and dock of individuals. His vifilj for this purpofc 
were lb frequent and daring, that it became abfolutely necedary to 
proclaim him an outlaw, as well as to declare that no perfon mult 
harbour him after fuch proclamation. 

E.xemplary punllhments feemed about this period to be growing 
daily more necedary. Stock was often killed, huts and tents broke 
open, and provifions condantly dolen about the latter end of the 
week ; for among the convids there were many who knew not how 
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to hufljand their provifions through the feven days they were intended 
to ferve them, but were known to have confumed the whole at the 
end of the third or fourth day. One of this defeription made hir. 
week’s allowance of flour (eight pounds) into eighteen cakes, which 
lie devoured at one meal ; he was foon after taken fpeechlcfs and 
fcnfclefs, and died the following day at the hofpital, a loathfome 
putrid objedl. 

The obvious confequence of this want of occonomy was, that he 
■who had three days to live, and nothing to live on, before the ftorc 
would be again open to fupply his wants, muft fteal from thofe who 
had been more provident. Had a few perfons been fent out who 
were not of the defeription of convifls, to have affed as overfeers, 
or fuperintendants, regul.ations fpr their internal oeconomy', as well 
in the articles of clothing as provifions, might have been formed 
which would have prevented thefe evils : it would then too have been 
more pradficable to deteiS them in felling or exchanging the flops 
which they received, and their provifions would have been fubjedt 
to a daily infpedtion. But overfeers drawn from among themfelves 
were found not to have that influence which was fo abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to carry any regulation into effedl. And although the con- 
vidls, previous to the birth-day, were aflembled, and their duty 
pointed out to them, as well as the certain confequence of a breach 
or negledf thereof, both by his excellency the governor and the 
lieutenant-governor, yet it foon appeared that there were fome among 
them fo inured to the habits of vice, and fo callous to rcmonftrance, 
that they were only reftrained until a favourable opportunity pre- 
fented itielf. 

The convids who had been fent to the rock. In the hope that 
lenity to them might operate alfo upon others, were, on the occafion 
of his Majefty’s birth-day, liberated from their chains and confine- 
ment, and his excellency forgave the offences of which they had been 
jcfpedlively guilty, and which had occafioned their being fent thither. 

By fome Itrangc and unpardonable negled in the convid who had 
been cnmifted with the care of the cattle, the two bulls and four 
cows were loft in the beginning of this month. The man had been 
accuftomed to drive them out daily to fcck the frcftieft grafs and heft 
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pafturage, and was ordered never on any pretence to leave them. 
To this order, as it afterwards appeared, he very feldom attended, fre- 
quently coming in from the woods about noon to get his dinner, 
leaving them grazing at fomc little diftance from the farm where 
they were kept ; and in this manner they were loft. They had ftrayed 
from the fpot he cxpeiSed to find them on, or perhaps had been 
driven from it by the natives, and he fpent two days in fearching for 
them before the governor was made aequainted with the accident. 

Several parties were fucceffively fent out to endeavour the recovery 
of ftock fo eftential to the colony ; but conftantly returned without 
fuccefs. 

On the 27th a party of the natives, fuppofed to be in number from 
twenty to thirty, landed at the point on the eaft fide of the cove, 
between the hours of eleven and twelve at night, and proceeded along 
clofe by the centinels, ftopping for fome time at the fpot where the 
governor’s houfe was buildihg, and in the rear of the tents inhabited 
by fome of the women. It was faid that they appeared alarmed on 
hearing the centinels call out “ All is well,” and, after ftanding there 
for fome time, went off toward the run of water. The centinels were 
very pofitive that they faw them, and were minute in their relation 
of the above circumftances ; notwithftanding which, it was conjediured 
by many to be only the effe 4 % of imagination. It is true, the natives 
might have chofen that hour, of the night to gratify a curiofity that 
would naturally be excited oh finding that we ftill refided among 
them ; and perhaps for the purpofe of obferving whether we all paffed 
the night in lleep. 

The cold weather which we "had at this time of the year was ob- 
ferved to affe£t our fifhing, and the natives themfelves appeared to be 
in great want. An old man belonging to them was found on thd 
beach of one of the coves, almoft ftarved to death. 

It having been reported, that one of the natives who had ftolen a 
jacket from a convidt had afterwards been killed or wounded by him 
in an attempt to recover it, the governor iffued a proclamation, 
promifing a free pardon, with remiflion of the fentence of tranfpost- 
ation, to fuch male or female convidf as fliould give information of any 
' 4 uch offender or offenders, fo that be or they might be brought to trial, 
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ami profecuted to convi£Uon ; but no difcovcn- was made in conlc- 
<]tience of this offer. 

In the afternoon of the 2zd a flight fliock of an earthquake was oh- 
ferved, which lafled two or three feconds, and was accompanied with 
•fl diftant noife like the report of cannon, coming front the fouthward ; 
the fhock vras local, and fo flight that many people did not feel it. 

July.] The Alexander, Prince of Wales, and Fricndfhip tranf- 
potts, with the llorrowdale florcfhip, having completed their pre- 
parations for fca, failed together on the 14th of the month for 
England. Two officers from the detachment of marines. Lieutenant 
Maxwell and Lieutenant Collins, were embarked as paffengers j thefe 
gentlemen having obtained permiffion to return to Europe for the re- 
covery of their healths, which had been in a bad flatc from the time 
of their arrival in the country. 

Tlie following report was made by the principal furgeon, of the 
Aate of the tick in the fettlement, at the time of the departure of the 
fhips: 

The number of marines under medical treatment were 36 
The number of convidls ditto ditto 66 

Convifls unfit for labour from old age and infirmities 32 
And if idicnefs might have been taken into the account, as well it 
might, fince many were thereby rendered of very little fervice to the 
colony, the number would have been greatly augmented. 

It was now neceffary to think of Norfolk Ifland; and on the 20tb 
the Supply failed with {lores and provifions for that fettlement. 

Only two tranfports remained of the licet that came out from 
England ; thefe were the Golden Grove and Fifhburn, and prepara^ 
tions were making for clearing and difeharging them from govern- 
ment fcrvice. The people were employed in conftrudling a cellar on 
the well fide for receiving the fpirlts w’hich were on board the Fifh- 
burn, and in landing provifions from the Golden Grove, which were 
flowed in the large Aorchoufe by forae fearaen belonging to the Sirius, 
under the intpedion of the maflcr of that fhip. 

From the nature of the materials with which moll of the huts oc- 
cupied by the conviils were covered in, m.nny accidents happened by 
lire, whereby the labour of fcver.il people was loll, who had again to 
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feek fliclter for themfelves, and in general had to complain of the 
clcllrudlton of provifions and clothing. To prerent this, an order was 
given, prohibiting the building of chimnies in future in fuch huts as 
were thatched. 

Several thefts were committed by and among the convidls. Wine 
was ftolen from the hofpital, and fome of thofe who had the care of it 
were taken up on fiifpicion and tried, but for want of fuiHcient evi- 
dence were acquitted. There was fuch a tendernefs in thefe people to 
each other’s guilt, fuch an acquaintance with vice and the different 
degrees of it, that unlefs they were detected in the fa£t, it was gene- 
rally next to impolTible to bring an offence home to them. As there 
was, however, little doubt, though no pofitive proof of their guilt, 
they were removed from the hofpital, and placed under the dircSion 
of the oflicer who was then employed in conftrufting a fmall redoubt 
on the eaft fide. 

The natives, who had been accuftomed to aflift our people in hauling 
the feine, and were content to wait for fuch reward as the perfon who 
had the direction of the boat thought proper to give them, either 
driven by hunger, or moved by fome other caufe, came down to the 
cove where they were fifhing, and, perceiving that they had been 
more fuccefsful than ufual, took by force about half of what had been 
brought on fhore. They were all armed with fpears and other wea- 
pons, and made their attack with fome (hew of method, having a 
party ftationed in the rear with their fpears poized, in readinefs to 
throw, if any refiftance had been made. To prevent this in future, it 
was ordered that a petty officer Ihould go in the boats whenever they 
were fent down the harbour. 

No precautions, however, that could be taken, or orders that were 
given, to prevent accidents happening by mifeonduit on our part, had 
any weight with the con\-i£is. On the evening of the 27th one of 
them was brought in wounded by the natives. He had left the en- 
campment with another convift, to gather vegetables, and, contrary to 
the orders which had been repeatedly given, went nearly as far as 
Botany Bay, where they fell in with a party of the natives, who made 
figns to them to go back, which they did, but unfortunately ran dif- 
ferent ways. This being obferved by the natives, they threw thetr 

fpears 


Digitized by Google 



IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


37 


/iri-Y.j 

fpears at them. One of them was fortunate enough to efcape unhurt, 
but the other received two fpears in him, one entering a little above 
hit left ear, the other in his bread. He took to an ann of the 
bay, which, notwithftanding his wounds, he fwain acrol's, and reported 
that the natives dood on the bank laughing at him. 

Much credit, indeed, was not to be given to any of their accounts ; 
but it mud be remarked, that every accident that had happened was 
occafioned by a breach of politive orders repeatedly given. 

Still, notwithdanding this appearance of hodility in feme of the 
natives, others were more friendly. In one of the adjoining coves 
lefided a family of them, who were vifited by large parties of the con- 
vifls of both fexes on thofe days in which they were not wanted for 
labour, where they danced and fung with apparent good humour, and 
received fuch prefents as they could afford to make them ; but none of 
them would venture back with their vidtors. 


CHAP. IV. 

•ntAW RAINS.— PUBLIC WORKS. — SHBEP STOLEN.— PRINCE OP WALES'S 
BIRTH-CAY. — FISH. — IMPOSITION OF A CONVICT. — NATIVES. — APPREHEN- 
SIVE OF A FAILURE OF PROVISIONS. — NATIVES. — JUDICIOL ADMINISTRA- 
TION. — A CONVICT MURDERED. 

Auguft.] All public labour was fufpended for many days in the 
beginning of the month of Augud by heavy rain ; and the work 
of much lime was alfo rendered fruitlefs by its effeds ; the brick-kiln 
fell in more than once, and bricks to a large amount were dedroyed ; 
the roads about the fettlement were rendered impaffable ; and feme of 
the huts were fo far injured, as to require nearly as much labour to re- 
pair them as to build them anew. It was not until the 14th of the 
month, when the weather cleared up, that the people were again able 
to work. The public works then in hand were, the barracks for the 
marine detachment ; an obfervatory on the wed point of the cove ; the 
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hqufes erc£ling for the governor and the lieutenant-governor ; and the 
(hingling of the hofpital. 

Thefts among the convifls during the bad weadier were frequent ; 
and a flicep was ftolcn from the farm on the caft fide a few nights 
prior to the birth-day of his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales, for 
celebrating of which it bad been for fome time kept feparate from the 
others and fattened ; and although a proclamation was HTued by the 
governor offering a pardon, and the higheft reward his excellency 
could offer, emancipation, to any male or female convid who Ihould 
difeover the perfon or perfons co^Kcrned in tlie felony, except the 
perfon who adually ftole or killed the lliecp, no information was 
given that could lead to a difeovery of the peipetrators j of this 
offence. 

The anniverfary of the Prince of Wales’s birth was obferved by a _ 
ceffation from all kinds of labour. At noon the troops fired three 
vollies at the flag-ftaff on the eaft fide, after which the governor 
received the compliments ufual on this occafion. The Sirius fired 
a royal falutc at one o’clock, and a public dinner was given by the 
governor. Bonfires were lighted on each fide of the cove at night, 
with which the ceremonies of the day concluded. 

It had been imagined in England, that fome, if not confiderable 
favings of provifions might be made, by the quantities of filh that 
it was fuppofed would be taken ; but nothing like an equivalent for 
the ration thaf was iffued to the colony for a fingle day had ever 
been brought up. 

We were informed, that the French (hips, while in Botany Bay, 
had met with one very fuccefsful haul of large filh, that more than 
amply fupplied both (hips companies; but our people were not fo 
fortunate. Fifli enough was fometimes taken to fupply about two 
hundred perfons ; but the quantity very rarely exceeded this. Tliree 
fiing-rays were taken this month, two of which weighed each about 
three hundred weight, and were diffributed amongft the people. 

His royal highnefs Prince William Henry’s birth-day was dif- 
tinguiflied by difplaying the colours at the flag-ftaff'; and this com- 
pliment was paid to other branches of the royal family whofe birth- 
days were not directed to be obferved with more ceremony. 
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On the 26th the Supply returned from Norfolk Hland, having been 
abfent live weeks and two days. From the commandant the moft favour- 
able accounts were- received of tlie richnefs and depth of the foil and 
falubrity of the climate, having been vifited with very little rain, or 
thunder and lightning. His fearch after the flax-plant had been fuc- 
cefsful ; where he had cleared the ground he found it growing fponta- 
taneoully and luxuriant : a finall fpccies of plantain alfo had been dif- 
covered. His gardens promifed an ample fupply of vegetables ; but 
his feed-wheat, having been heated in the long paflage to this country, 
turned out to be damaged, and did not vegetate. The landing was 
found to be very dangerous, and he had the misfortune to lofe Mr. 
Cunningham, the midlhipman, with three people, and the boat they 
were in, by the furf on the reef, a few days before the Supply failed. 
Short, however, as the time was, the carpenter of that velTel replaced 
the boat by building him a coble of the timber of the ifland, con- 
ilru&ed purpofely for going without the reef, and for the hazardous 
employ Ihe muft often be engaged in. 

The fettlement at Sydney Cove was for fame time amufed with an 
account of the exiftence and difeovery of a gold mine ; and the im- 
poftor had ingenuity enough to impofe a fabricated tale on feveral of 
the oflicers for truth. He pretended to have found it at feme didance 
down the harbour ; and, offering to condudl an officer to the fpot, a 
boat was provided ; but immediately on landing, having previoully 
prevailed on the oflker to fend away the boat, to prevent his difeovery 
being made public to more than one perfon, he made a pretence to 
leave him, and, reaching the fettlement fome hours before the officer, 
reported that he had been fent up by him for a guard. The fellow 
knew too well the confequences that would follow on the officer’s ' 
arrival to wait for that, and therefore fet off directly into the woods, 
whence he returned the day following, when he was punilhed with 
fifty lafhes for his impofition. Still, however, perlilUng that he had 
difeovered a metal, a l^cimen of which he produced, the governor, 
who was abfent from the fettlement at the opening of the bufinefs, but 
had now returned, ordered him to be taken again down the harbour, 
with directions to his adjutant to land him on the place the man 
fhould point out, and keep him in his fight ; but on being allured by 
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that officer, that if he attempted to deceive him he would put him to 
death, the man favcd him the trouble of going far with him, and con- 
felTed that his ftory of having difcovered a gold mine was a falfehood 
which he had propagated in the hope of impofing on the people be^ 
Longing to the Fifliburn and Golden GrOVe, from whom, being about 
to prepare for Europe, he expefl;ed to procure cloathing and other 
articles in return for his promifed gold-duft ; and that he had fabricated 
the fpecimens of the metal which lie had exhibited, from a guinea 
and a brafs buckle ; the remains of which he then produced. 

For this iinpofture he was afterwards ordered by tiie magiftrates 
before whom he was examined to receive a hundred lathes, and to wear 
a canvas frock, with the letter R cut and fewn upon it, to diflinguith 
him more particularly from others as a rogue. 

Among the people of his own defeription, there were many who 
believed, notwithftanding his confeffion and punilhment, that he had 
actually made the difeovery he pretended, and was inducecF to fay it 
was a fabrication merely to fecure it to himfelf, to make ufe of at a 
future opportunity. So eafy is it to impofe on the minds of the lower 
clafs of people ! 

The natives continued to moleft our people whenever they chanced 
to meet any of them flraggling and unarmed; yet, although forcibly 
warned by the evil and danger that attended their ftraggling, the latter 
ftill continued to give the natives opportunity of injuring them. About 
the middle of the month a convicF, who had wandered beyond the 
limits of fecurlty which had been pointed out for them, fell in with a 
party of natives, about fourteen in number, who ftripped and beat 
him fhockingly, and would h.ave murdered him had they not heard 
the report of a mufejnet, which alarming them, they ran away, 
leaving him Kis clothes. On the 21ft a party of natives landed 
from five canoes, near the point where the obfervatory was 
building, where, Ibme of them engaging the attention of the offi- 
cers and people at the obfervatory, the others attempted forcibly to 
take off a goat from the people at the hofpital ; in which' attempt 
finding themfelves refilled by a feaman who happened to be prefent, 
they menaced him with their fpears, and, on his retiring, killed the 
animal and took it off' in a canoe, ' making off toward Long Cove 
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■with much expedition. They were followed immediately by the 
governor, who got up with Ibme of the party, but could neither, 
recover the goat, nor meet with the people who had killed it. 

It was much to be regretted, that none of them would place a 
confidence in and rcfidc among us ; as in fuch cafe, by an exchange 
of languages, they would have found that we had the mod friendly 
intention toward them, and that we would ourfelves punilh any injury 
they might fuftain from our people. 

. September.] The feed-wheat that was fown here did not turn 
out any better than , that at Norfolk Ifiand ; In fome places the 
ground was twice cropped, and there was rcafon to apprehend a failure 
of feed for the next year. The governor, therefore, early in this 
month, fignified his intention of fending the Sirius to the Cape of 
Good Hope, to procure a fufiicient quandty of grain for that purpofe ; , 
together with as much flour for the fettlement as Ihe could flow, after 
laying in a twelvemonth’s provilions for her Ihip’s company. Her 
delUnation was intended to have been to the northward ; but on mak- 
ing a calculation, and comparing the accounts of thofe navigators who 
had procured refrefliments among the iflands, it was found, that al- 
though (he might provide very well for herfelf, yet, after an abfence 
of three or four months, which would be the lead time flie would bo 
gone, flic could not bring more than would fupport the colony for a 
fortnight. At the fame time his excellency made known his intention 
of cftablifliing a fettlement on fome ground which he had feen at the 
head of this harbour when he made his excurfion to the weftward in 
April lad, and which, from its form, he had named the Crefeent. 
This mtafure appeared the more expedient, as the foil in and about 
the fettlement fcemed to be very indiflerent and unprodudive, and 
by no means fo favourable for the growth of grain as that at the 
Crefeent. 

The Sirius was therefore ordered to prepare for her voyage with all 
expedition ; and as flie would be enabled to dow a greater quantity of 
flour by not taking all her guns, eight of them were landed on the 
wed point of the cove, and a fmall bread-work thrown up in front 
ef them. 
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The matter of the Golden Grove ttorefhip alfo was ordered to 
prepare for fea, the governor intending to employ that thip in taking 
provifions and ftorcs, with a party of conviifls, to Norfolk Iflond. 

The ttores of the detachment having been kept on board the Sirius 
until a building could be erevled for their reception, and a ftorchoufe 
for that purpofe being now ready, they were removed on fhorc. 

Two boats, one of eight and another of ilxteen oars, having been 
fent out in frame for the ufe of the fettlement, the carptenter of the 
Supiply was employed in putting them together during that veffel’s 
flay in port, and one of them, the eight-oared boat, was got into the 
water this month ; but the want of a fchooner or two, of from thirty 
to forty tons burden, to be employed in furveying this coatt, was 
much felt and lamented. 

We had now given up all hope of recovering the cattle which were 
fo unfortunately loft in May laft ; and the only cow that remained not 
being at that time with calf, and having fince become wild and dangerous, 
the lieutenant-governor, whofe property (he was, directed her to be 
killed j fhe was accordingly (hot at his farm, it being found impra^- 
cable to fccure and flaughter her in the common way. 

About the middle of September feveral canoes patted the Sirius, and 
above 30 natives landed from them at the obfervatory or weftern point 
of the cove. They were armed, and, it was imagined, intended to 
take off fome Iheep from thence ; but, if this was their intention, they 
were prevented by the appearance of two gentlemen who happened to 
be there unarmed ; and, after throwing fome ilones, they took to their 
canoes and paddled off. 

On the 25th the people in the fifliing-boat reported that feveral fpcars 
were thrown at them by fome of the natives ; for no other reafon, 
than that, after giving them freely what fmall lifh they had taken, 
they refufed them a large one which attrailed their attention. 

On the 30th one midfhipman and two feamen from the Sirius, one 
ferjeant, one corporal, and five private marines, and twenty-one male 
and eleven female convidls, embarked on board the Golden Grove 
for Norfolk Ittand, and the day following fhe dropped down, with 
his Majefty’s fhip Sirius, to Camp Cove, whence both llups failed on 
the 2d of Odlober. 

Oiftober.] 
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Odobcr.] Captain Hunter, having been fworn as a maglllrate foon 
after the arrival of the fleet, continued to a£l in that capacity until his 
departure for the Cape of Good Hope, fitting generally once a week, 
with the judge-advocate and the fun'eyor-gcneral, to inquire into petty 
offences. Saturday was commonly fet apart for thefe examinations ; 
that day being given to the convids for the purpofe of collcifting vege- 
tables and attending to their huts and gardens. 

The detachment alfo finding it convenient to cdled vegetables, and 
being obliged to go for them as far as Botany Bay, the convids were 
ordered to avail themfelves of the protedion they might find by going 
in company with an armed party ; and never, upon any account, to 
ftraggle from the foldiers, or go to Botany Bay without them, on pain 
of fevcrc puniihment. Notwithftanding this order and precaution, 
however, a convld, who had been looked upon as a good man, (no 
complaint having been made of him fince his landing, either for dif- 
honefty or idlenefs,) having gone out with an armed party to procure 
vegetables at Botany Bay, ftragglcd from them, though repeatedly 
cautioned againft it, and was killed by the natives. On the return of 
the foldiers from the bay, he was found lying dead in the path, hi.s 
head beat to a jelly, a fpear driven through it, another through his 
body, and one arm broken. Some people were immediately font out 
to bury him ; and in the courfc of the month the parties who went by 
the fpot for vegetables three times reported that his body was above 
ground, having been, it was fuppofed, torn up by the natives’ dogs. 
Tills poor wretch furniflicd another inftance of the confequcuces that 
attended a difobedience of orders which had been purpofcly given to 
prevent thefe accidents ; and as nothing of the kind was known to 
h.appen, but where a negleft and contempt of all order was lirft llicwn, 
every misfortune of the kind might be attributed, not to the manners 
and difpofition of the natives, but to the obflinacy and ignorance of 
our people. 

On the departure of the Sirius, one pound of flour was deduced 
from the weekly nation of thofe who received the full proportion, and 
two-thirds of a pound from fuch as were at two-thirds allowance. The 
fettlcment was to continue at this ration until the return of the Sirius, 
which was expected not to exceed fix months. But public labour was 
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not affefted by this reduilion. The cellar being completed and ready 
for the reception of the fpirits that were on board the Filliburn, they 
■were landed from that (hip ; and fhe, being cleared and difeharged 
from government employ, hove down, and prepared for her return to 
England. 

A gang of convidls were employed in rolling timber together, to 
form a bridge over the dream at the head of the cove ; and fuch other 
public works as were in hand went on as ufual ; thole employed on 
them in general barely exerting themfelves beyond what was neceflary 
to avoid immediate punilhment for idlcncfs. 

A warrant having about this time been granted by the governor, for 
the purpofe of afiembling a general court-martial, a defea was difeo- 
vered in the marine mutiny aft ; and it was determined by the officers, 
that, as marine officers, they could not fit under any other than a war- 
rant from the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty. The marines 
are fo far didinft from his Majedy’s land forces, that while on fliore 
in any part of his Majedy’s dominions, they arc regulated by an aft 
of parliament paded exprefsly for their guidance ; and when it was 
found neceflary to employ a corps of marines during the late war in 
America, they were included in the mutiny aft pafled for his Majedy’s 
forces employed in that country. This provifion having been ne- 
glefted on the departure of the expedition for this country, and not 
being difeovered until the very indant when it was wanted, all that 
could be done was to date their fituation to the governor, which they 
did on the 13th, and at the fame time requeded, “ That they might 
“ be underdood to be afting only in conformity with an aft of the 
“ Britiffi legiflature, pafled exprefsly for their regulation while on 
“ fliorc in any part of his Majedy’s dominions ; and that they had not 
“ in any ihape been wanting in the refpeft that belonged to the high 
“ authority of his Majedy’s commiffion, or to the officer inveded with 
“ it in this country.” 

On the 24th a party of natives, meeting a convift who had ftrt^gled 
from the fettlement to a fence that fome people were making for the 
purpofe of inclofing dock, threw feveral fpears at him ; but, for- 
tunately, without doing him any injury. The governo*, on being 
made acquainted with the circumdance, immediately went to the fpot 
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with an armed party, where fomc of them being heard among the 
buthes, they were fire J at ; it having now become abfolutely neceifary 
to compel them to keep at a greater difiance from the fettlement. 


CHAP. V. 

SETTLEMENT OE ROSE HILL. THE COLDEN GROVE RETURNS FROM NOR- 
FOLK ISLAND. THE STORESHIPS SAIL FOR ENGLAND. TRANSACTIONS. 

/AME.S DALEY TRIED AND EXECUTED FOR HOUSEBREAKING. — BOTANY 

BAY EXAMINED BY THE GOVERNOR. A CONVICT FOUND DEAD IK THE 

WOODS. — CHRISTMAS DAY. A NATIVE TAKEN AND BROUGHT UP TO THE 

SETTLEMENT.— M'EATHER. — CLIMATE. REPORT OF DEATHS FROM THE 

DEPARTURE OF THE FLEET FROM ENGLAND TO THE 3 1ST OF DECEMBER. 

1788. 

November.] The month of November commenced with the efta'- 
blifhraent of a fettlement at the head of the harbour. On the zJ, his 
excellency the governor went up to the Crefeent, with the furveyon- 
general, two officers, and a fmall party of marines, to choofc the ipor, 
and to mark out the ground for a redoubt and other necefiary build- 
ings; and two days after a party of ten convids, being chiefly people 
who underftood the bufinefs of cultivation, were fent up to him, and 
a fpot upon a rifing ground, which his excellency named Ro/c Hill, 
in compliment to G. Rofe efq. one of the fecretarics of the treafury, 
was ordered to be cleared for the firft habitations. The foil at this fpot 
W'as of a ftiff clayey nature, free from that rock which every where 
covered the fuiface at Sydney Cove, well clothed with timber, and 
unobfiruded by underwood. 

The party of convids having, during the courfe of the month, been 
gradually increafed, tlic fubaltem’s command was augmented by a 
captain with an additional number of private man ; and it being 
found ncceflary that the commanding officer ffiould be vefted with 
civil power and authority fulEcient to inflift corporal puniflunent on 
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the convidt* for tdlenefs and other petty offences, the' governor con- 
ftltiited liim a juftice of the peace for the county of Cumberland for 
that purpofc. 

loth. While this little fcttlement was eftahlilhing itfclf, the Golden 
Grove returned from Norfolk llland, having been abfent five weeks and 
four days. It brought letters from Lieutenant King, the commandant, 
who wrote in very favourable terms of his young colony. His people 
continued healthy, having filh and vegetables in abundance ; by the 
former of which he was enabled to favc fomc of his falted provifions. 
He had alfo the promife of a good crop from the grain which had been 
laft Ibwn, and his gardens wore the moft flourifliing appearance. 

A cocoa-nut iicrfedtly frelh, and a piece of wood faid to refemble 
the handle of a fly-flap as made at the Friendly Iflands, together with 
the remains of two canoes, had been found among the rocks, perhaps 
blown from fome ifland which might lie at no great diftance. 

The Golden Grove, on her return to this port, faw a very dangerous 
reef, the fouth end of which, according to the obfervation of Mr. 
Clackburn, (the mailer of the Supply,) who commanded her for the 
voyage, lay in the latitude of 29° 25” South, and longitude 159° 29' Eaft. 
It appeared to extend, when Ihe was about four leagues from it, from 
the N. E. by N. to N. 

The Golden Grove brought from Norfolk Ifland a lower yard and 
a top-gallant-mall for herfclf, and the like for the Filhburn. 

A foldier belonging to the detachment, who was emplo}*ed with 
fome others in preparing fltingles at a little diftance from the fettlcment, 
was reported by his comrades, toward the latter end of laft month, 
to be milTmg from the hut or tent, and parties were fent out in 
fearch of him ; but returning conftantly without fuccefs, he was at 
length given up ; and a convidl who was employed in aflifting the 
party, and who had been the laft perfon I'cen with him, was taken 
into cuftody ; but on his examination nothing appeared that could at 
all affedl him. 

Another foldier of the detachment died at the hofpital of the bruifes 
he received in fighting with one of his comrades, who was, with three 
others, taken into cuftody, and afterward tried upon a charge of mur- 
der. 
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November.] 

dcr, but found guilty of manflaughter. Inflead of burning in the hand, 
(which would not have been in this country an adequate punifhment,) 
each was fentenced to receive two Iiundred lafhes. 

The two ftoreftiips failed for England on the 19th. By thefe (hips 
the governor fent home difpatches, and he ftrongly recommended to 
the mailers to make their palTage round by the fouth cape of this 
country ; but it was conjeflured that they intended to go round Cape 
Horn, and touch at Rio de Janeiro. 

The fmall redoubt that was begun in July laft l>cing Jinilhed, a flag- 
ftalF was ereiSed, and two pieces of iron ordnance placed in it. 

In order to prevent, if poflible, the praflice of thieving, which at 
times was very frequent, an order was given, diredling that no eon- 
vifl, who Ihould in future be found guilty of theft, fliould be fupplied 
with any other clothing than a canvas frock and trowfers. It was 
at the fame time ordered, that fuch convids as fhould in future fail 
to perform a day’s labour, fliould receive only two thirds of the ration 
that was ilfued to thofe who could and did work. 

Unimportant as tliefc circumftanccs may appear when detailed at n 
diftance from the time when they were neceflary, they yet ferve to 
Ihow the nature of the people by whom this colony (whatever may 
be its fate) was firft founded ; as well the attention that was paid 
by thofe in authority, and the fteps taken by them, for cftahlifliing 
good order and propriety among them, and for eradicating villany 
and idicnefs. 

December.] James Daley, the convifb who in Auguft pretended to 
have difeovered an incxhauftible fource of we.ilth, and was punilhed 
for his impofition, was obferved from that time to ncglcfl his labour, 
and to loiter about from hut to hut, while others were at work. He 
was at laft taken up and tried for breaking into a houfe, and Healing all 
the property he could find in it; of this oflcnce he was convifted, 
and fulTcred death ; the governor not thinking him an objedl of 
mercy. Before he was turned off, he confeffed that he had committed 
fevcral thefts, to which he had been induced by had conncdlions, 
and pointed out two women who had received part of the property 
for the acquifition of which he was then about to pay fo dear a price. 
Thefe women were immediately apprehended, and one of them made 
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a public example of, to deter others from offending In the like 
manner. The coiivids being all affcmbled for mufler, flie was di- 
reiled to ftand forward, and, her head having been previoufly de- 
prived of its natural eovering, flic was clothed with a canvas frock, 
on which was painted, in large charaflers, R. S. G. (receiver of ftolen 
goods,) and threatened with punifliment if ever flic was feen without 
it. TTiis was done in the hope that rtianie might operate, at lead with 
the female part of the prifoners, to the prevention of crimes ; but 
a great number of both fexes had too long been acquainted with each 
other in fccnes of difgracc, for this kind of punifliment to work 
much reformation among them. This, however, muft be uuderflood 
to be fpoken only of the loweft clafs of thefe people, among whom 
the commiffion of offences was chiefly found to exift ; for there were 
conviids of both fexes who were never known to affociate with the 
common herd, and whofe condud was marked by attention to their 
labour, and obedience to the orders they received. 

On the I ith, the governor fet off with a fmail party in boats, to 
examine the different branches of Botany Bay, and, after an excurfton 
of five days, returned well fatisfied that no part of that extenfivc bay 
was adapted to the purpofe of a fettlcment ; thus fully confirming 
the reports he had received from others, and the opinions he had 
himfelf formed. 

A convid having been found dead in the woods near the fettlement, 
an enquiry into the caufe of his death was made by the provoft- 
marfhal ; when it appeared from the evidence of Mr. Balmain, one 
of the afliftant-furgeons who attended to open him, and of the people 
who lived with the deceafed, that he died through want of nourifli- 
ment, and through weaknefs occafioned by the heat of the fun. It 
appeared that he had not for more than a week part eaten his allowance 
of provifions, the whole being found in his box. It was proved by 
Ihofe who knew him, that he was accuftomed to deny himfelf even 
what was abfolutely neceffary to his exillence, abflaining from his 
provifions, and felling them for money, which he was referving, and 
had foraewhere concealed, in order to purchafe his paffuge to England 
when his time Ihould expise. 

Mr. 
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Mr, Reid, the carpenter of the Supply, now undertook the con- 
flruflion of a boat-houfe on the caft fide, for the pnrpofc of building', 
with the timber of this country, a launch or hoy, capable of being 
employed in conveying provifions to Role Hill, and for other ufcful 
and neccITary purpofes. The working convidts were employed on 
Saturdays, until ten o’clock in the forenoon, in forrning a landing* 
place on the eaft fide of the cove. At the point on the weft fide, 
a magazine was marked out, to be conftrudled of ftone, and large 
enough to contain fifty or fixty barrels of powder. 

Chriftmas-day was obferved with proper ceremony. Mr. Johnlbn 
preached a fermon adapted to the occafion, and the major part of 
the officers of the fettlement were afterward entertained at dinner by 
the governor. 

It being remarked with concern, that the natives were becoming 
every day more troubicfoine and hoftilc, fcveral people having been 
wounded, and others, who w'cre necelTarily employed in the woods, 
driven in and much alarmed by them, the governor determined on 
endeavouring to feize and bring into the fettlement, one or tw'o of 
thofc people, whofe language it was become abfolutely nccclfary to 
acquire, that they might learn to difiinguilh friends from enemies. 

Accordingly, on the 30th a young man was feized and brought up 
by Lieutenant Ball of the Supply, and Lieutenant George Johnfton 
ot the marines. A fccond was taken ; but, after dragging into the 
water beyond his depth the man who feized him, he got clear off. 
The native who was fecured was immediately on his landing led up 
to the governor's, where he was cloathed, a flight iron or manacle 
put upon his wrift, and a trufty convidt appointed to take care of 
him. A fmall hut had been previoufly built for his reception clofe 
to the guardhoufe, wherein he and his keeper were locked up at night ; 
and the following morning the convidt reported, that he flept very- 
well during the night, not offering to make any attempt to get 
away. 

The weather, during the month of December, was for the firft part 
hot and clofe ; the middle was fine ; the latter variable, but moftly 
fine: — upon the whole the month was very hot. The climate was 
allowed by every one, medical as well as others, to be fine and falu- 
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brious. The rains were heavy, and appeared to fall chiefly on or 
about the full and change of the moon. Thunder and lightning at 
times had been fevere, but not attended with any bad effeds fmce the 
month of February laft. 

The following report of the cafualtics which had happened from 
the day of our leaving England to the 31ft of December 1788, was 
given in at this time ; viz. — 


Cafualtics from May 13, 1787, to December 
31, 1788. 



Total. 
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Women. 
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CHAP. VI. 

^'EW year’s day. CONVICTS, HOW EMPLOYED.— THEIR DISPOSITION TO 

IDLENESS AND VICE.— HER MAJESTY’S BIRTH-DAY KEPT. — NATIVES.— 
CAPTAIN SHEA DIES. REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE CONVICTS. — IN- 
STANCES OP THEIR MISCONDUCT. — TRANSACTIONS. THE SUPPLY SAILS 

FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. — PUBLIC WORKS. NATIVES.— CONVICTS KILLED. 

—STORES ROBBED.— THE SUPPLY RETURNS.— INSURRECTION PROJECTED 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND.— HURRICANE THERE.— TRANSACTIONS AT ROSE 
lULL. 

January, 1789.] The firft day of the new year was marked as a 
holiday by a fufpienlion of all kinds of labour, and by hoilling the co- 
lours at the fort. The ration of provifions, though ftill lefs by a 
pound of flour than the proper allowance, was yet fo fu£cient as not 
to be complained of ; nor was labour diminilhed by it. Upon a cal- 
culation of the different people employed for the public in cultivation, 
it appeared, that of all the numbers in the colony there were only two 
hundred and fifty fo employed : — a very fmall number indeed to 
procure the means of rendering the colony independent of the mother- 
country for the neccffaries of life. The reft were occupied in carry- 
ing on various public works, fuch as ftores, houfes, wharfs, &c. 
A large number were incapable, through age or infirmities, of being 
called out to labour in the publio grounds ; and the civil eftablilhment, 
the military, females, and children, filled up the catalogue of thofe 
unaflifting in cultivation. 

Tlie foil immediately about the fettlement was found to be of too 
iandy a nature to give much promife of yielding a fufHcient produce 
even for the fmall quantity of ftock it poflefled. At Rofe Hill the pro- 
fpeift <vas better ; indeed whatever expedations could be formed of fuc- 
cefsful cultivation in this country refted as yet in that quarter. But the 
convids by no mc.ms e.xerted themfelves to the utmoft ; they foolilhly 
conceived, that they had no intereft in the fuccefs of their labour ; 
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and, if left to themfclvcs, would at any time rather have lived in 
idlenefs, and depended upon the public ftorcs for their daily fupport 
fo long as they had any thing in them, than have contributed, by the 
labour of their hands, to fecure thcmfelves whereon to cxill when thofc 
(lores fliould be exhaiifted. 

Idlenefs, however, was not the only vice to be complained of la 
thefe people. Thefts were frequent among them ; and one fellow, 
who, after committing a robbery ran into the woods, and from thence 
coming at night into the fettlement committed fcveral depredations 
upon individuals, and one upon the public (lores, was at length taken 
and executed, in the hope of holding out an example to others. 
His thefts had been fo frequent and daring, that it became necelTary 
to offer a reward of one pound of flour to be given weekly, in addi- 
. tion to the ration then ifliicd, for his apprehenfion. Another convidl, 
named Ruglafs, was tried for (labbing Ann Fowlcs, a woman with 
whom he cohabited, and fentenced to receive feven hundred lafhes, 
half of which were infliiled on him while the other unhappy wretch 
was fuffering the execution of his fcntence. 

The 19th was obferved as the birth-day of her Majedy. — The 
colours were difplayed at fun-rife ; at noon the detachment of marines 
fired three rounds ; after which the governor received the compliments 
of the day ; and at one o’clock the Supply, the only veffel in the 
country, fired twenty-one guns. The governor entertained the officers 
at dinner, and the day concluded with a bonfire, for which the 
country afforded abundant materials. 

A day or two after this the place was agitated by a report that a 
great gun had been fired at fca ; but on fending a boat down without 
the harbour’s mouth, nothing was feen there that could confirm a 
report which every one anxioufly wifhed might be true. 

A boat having been fent down the harbour with feme people to 
cut rufhes, a party of natives came to the beach while they were fo 
employed, and took three of their jackets out of the boat. On difeo- 
vering this theft, the cockfwain purfued a canoe with two men in it 
as far as a fmall ifland that lay juft by, where the natives landed, 
leaving the canoe at the rocks. This the cockfwain took away, (con- 
trary to an order, which had been made very public, on no account to 
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touch a canoe, or any thing belonging to a native,) and towed it to 
the bay where they had been cutting ruflica. The natives returned 
to the fame place unobferved, .and, while the cockfwain and bis people 
were coileiiing w'hat rulhes they had cut, threw a fpear at the cock- 
fwain, which wounded him in the arm, notwithftanding they muft 
have known that at that time we had one of their people in our 
poircflion, on whom the injury might be retaliated. He, poor fellow, 
did not feem to expeft any fuch treatment from us, and began to feein 
reconciled to his fituation. He was taken down the harbour once 
or twice, to let his friends fee that he was alive, and had fomc inter- 
courfe with them which appeared to give him much fatisfadion. 

For fifteen days of this month the thermometer rofe in the fliade 
above eighty degrees. Once, (on the 8th, J at one in the afternoon, it 
ftood at 105’ in the /hade. 

February 2d.] Captain John Shea, of the marines, who had been 
for a confulerablc time in a declining Aate of health, died, and was 
iaterred with military honours the day following ; the governor and 
every officer of the fettlement attending his funeral. The major- 
commandant of the detachment fliortly after filled up the vacancy 
which this officer s death had occafioned by appointing Captain Lieu- 
tenant Meredith to the company ; and Firft Lieutenant George John- 
llon fucceeded to the captain-licutcnancy. Second Lieuten.ant Ralph 
Clatke w.as appointed a Firfi, and volunteer John Rofs a Second Lieu- 
tenant ; but their commiffions were fiiil to receive the confirmation of 
the lords commiffioners of the Admiralty. 

The convidls being found to continue the practice of felling their 
cloathing, an order was ifliied, dirediing, that if in future a convidf 
fhould give information to the provoft-marlhal againll any perfon to 
whom he had fold his clothes, the feller (hould receive them again, 
be permitted to keep whatever was paid him for them, and receive 
no punilhment himfelf for the falc. It was alfo found ncceflary to 
direO, that all ftragglers at night who, on being challenged by the 
patrolc, fhould run from them, fhould be fired at ; but orders, in 
general, were obferved to have very little effed, and to be attended 
to only while the impreffion made by hearing them publiflicd rc- 
mained upon the mind ; for the convids had not been accuRomed to 
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live in fituatlons where their conduft was to be regulated by written 
orders. Tliere was here no other mode of communicating to them 
fuch directions as it was found necelTary to ilTue for their obfervance ; 
and it was very common to have them plead in excufe for a breach 
of any regulation of the fettlement, that they had never before heard 
of it ; nor had they any idea of the permanency of an order, many 
of them feeming to think it ifliicd merely for the purpofe of the 
moment. 

It was much to be regretted, that there exilled a necelTity for 
placing a confidence in thefe people, as in too many inftances the trull 
was found to be abufed : but unfortunately, to fill many of thofe 
offices to which free people alone fliould have iKcn appointed in this 
colony, there were none but conviCls. From thefe it will be readily 
fuppofed the hell charaClers were felcCled, thofe who had merited by 
the propriety of their condud the good report of the officers on board 
the ffiips in which they were embarked, and who had brought with 
them into thofe ffiips a better name than their fellows from the prifons 
in which they had been confined. Thofe alfo who were qualified 
to inflrud and dired others in the exercife of profeffions in which 
they had fuperior knowledge and experience, were appointed td ad 
as overfeers, w’ith gangs under their diredion ; and many had given 
evident proofs or ftrong indications of returning difpofitions to honefl 
induflry. 

There were others, however, who had no claim to this praife. 
Among thefe muft be particularifcd William Bryant, to whom, from 
his having been bred from his youth to the bufinefs of a fiffierman 
in the weftern part of England, was given the diredion and manage- 
ment of fuch boats as were employed in fiffiing ; every encouragement 
was held out to this man to keep him above temptation ; an hut was 
built for him and his family ; he was always prefented with a certain 
part of the fiffi which he caught j and he wanted for nothing that was 
neceflary, or that was fuitable to a perfon of his defeription and 
fituation. But he was deteded in fecreting and felling large quantities 
of fiffi ; and when the neceflary enquiry was made, this pradice ap- 
peared to have been of feme Handing with him. For this offence 
he was fevercly puniffied, and removed from the hut in which he 
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had been placed ; yet as, notwithilanding his villainy, he was too 
ufeful a perfon to part with and fend to a brick cart, he was ftill 
retained to fifh for the fettleinent ; but a very vigilant eye was kept 
over him, and fuch fteps taken as appeared likely to prevent him from 
repeating his offence, if the fenfe of fliame and fear of punilhment 
were not of themfelves fufficient to deter him. 

A perfon of the name of Smith having procured a paffage from 
England in the Lady Penrhyn, with a defign to proceed to India in 
the event of his not finding any employment in this country, oa his 
offering his fervices, and profelling to have fome agricultural know- 
ledge, was received into the colony, and, being judged a difereet 
prudent man, was placed about the provifion ftore under the alliftant 
to the commiffary at Rofe Hill, and was moreover fwom in as a 
peace-ollicer, to aft as fuch immediately under the provoft-mar&al ; 
a line wherein, from the circumftance of his being a free man, it was 
fuppofed he might render effential aid to the civil department of the 
colony. It was farther intended, at a future period, tO' place fome 
people under his direftion, to give him an opportunity of exercifmg 
the abilities he was faid to poffefs as a praftical farmer. 

14th.] The magazine at the Point being now completed, the 
powder belonging to the fettlement was lodged fafely within its 
walls. 

It being of importance to the colony to afeertain the precife fituation 
and extent of the reefs feen by Mr. Blackburn, in the Golden Grove 
ftorelhip, in November laft. Lieutenant Ball (who was proceeding 
to Norfolk Ifland with provifions and convidls) was diredled to per- 
form that duty on his return. He failed with the veffel under ,his 
command on the 17th, having on board twenty-one male and fix 
female convifts, and three children ; of the latter two were to be 
placed under Mr. King’s care as children of the public. Tliey were - 
of different fexes ; the boy, Edward Parkinfon, who was about three 
years of age, had loft his mother on the paffage to this country ; 
the girl, who was a year older, had a mother in the colony j but as 
{he was a woman of abandoned charafter*, the child was taken from 

* The £une who was wounded by Rugla6, p, 51. 
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her to fave it from the ruin which would otherwife have been its 
inevitaUe lot. Thefe children were to be inftruifted in reading and 
writing, and in hufbandry. The commandant of the ifland was di- 
re£led to caufe five acres of ground to be allotted and cultivated for 
their benefit, by fuch perfon as he fhould tliink fit to entruft with the 
charge of bringing thenr up according to the fpirit of this intention, 
in promoting tlie fuccefs of which every friend of humanity feemed 
to feel an intereft. 

The cove was now, for the firft time, left without a flilp ; a circum- 
ftance not only ftriking by its novelty, but which forcibly drew our 
attention to the peculiarity of our fituation. The Sirius was gone 
upon a long voyage to a diftant country for fupplies, the arrival of 
which were afl'uredly precarious. The Supply had left us, to look 
after a dangerous reef ; which fcrvice, in an unknown fea, miglit 
draw upon herfelf the calamity which flic was feeking to inftrudl others 
to avoid. Should it have been decreed, that the arm of misfortune 
was to fall with fuch weight upon us, as to render at any time the 
falvation of this little vefl'cl neceflary to the falvation of the colony, 
how deeply was every one concerned in her welfare ! Reflexion on 
the bare polfibility of its mifearriage made every mind anxious during 
her abfence from the fettleraent. 

From the evident neceflity that exifted of maintaining a ftriiil dif- 
cipline among the military employed in this country, it became re- 
quifite to punilh with fome feverity any flagrant breach of military 
fubordination that might occur. Jofeph Hunt, a foldier in the de- 
tachment, having been found abfent from his port when flationed 
as a centincl, was tried by a court-martial, and fentcnced to receive 
feven hundred laflies ; which fentence was put in execution upon him 
at two periods, with an interval of three weeks. 

Toward the end of this month the detachment took pofleflion of 
their barracks; two of which, having been nearly twelve months 
in hand, were now completed, and ready for their reception. A 
brick houfe, forty feet by thirteen, was begun on the eaft fide for the 
commillary ; and materials were preparing for a guard-houfe. 

At Rofe Hill the people were principally employed in clearing and 
cultivating land ; but the labour of removing the timber off the ground 
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when cut down very much retarded the heft efforts of the people fo 
employed. The military and convidls ftill lived under tents ; and, as 
a. proof of the fmall fpace which they occupied, two Emus or Caflb- 
waries, who muft have been feeding in the neighbourhood, ran 
through the little camp, and w^ere fo intermingled with the people, 
who ran out of their tents at fo ftrange an appearance, that, it became 
dangerous to fire at them ; and they got clear off, though literally fur- 
rounded by a multitude of people, and under the very muzzles of 
fome of their mufqucts. 

Very little moleftation was at this time given by the natives ; and 
had they never been ill treated by our people, inftead of hoflility, it 
is more than probable that an intercourfe of fricndfhip would have 
fubfifted. 

March.] The impra£Ucability of keeping the convi£ls within the 
limits prcfcribed for them became every day more evident. Almoll 
every month fince our arrival had produced one or more accidents, 
occafioned principally by a non-compliance with the orders which had 
been given folely with a view to their fecurlty j and which, with 
thinking beings, would have been of fufficient force as examples to 
deter others from running into the fame danger. But neither orders 
nor dangers feemed to be at all regarded where their own temporary 
convenience prompted them to difobey the one, or run the rifquc of 
incurring the other. A convitfl; belonging to the brick-maker’s gang 
had (Irayed into the woods for the purpofe of colle£ling fweet tea ; 
an herb fo called by the convids, and which was in great eftimation 
among them. The leaves of it being boiled, they obtained a beverage 
not unlike liquorice in taftc, and which was recommended by fome 
of the medical gentlemen here, as a powerful tonic. It was difeovered 
foon after our arrival, and was then found clofe to the fettleraent ; 
but the great Confumptiou had now rendered it fcarce. It was fup- 
pofed, that the fconvid in his fcarch after this article had fallen in with 
a party of natives, who had killed him. A few days after this acci- 
dent, a party of the convids, fixteen in number, chiefly belonging to 
the brick-maker’s gang, quitted the place of their employment, and, 
providing themfclves with (lakes, fet off toward Botany Bay, with a 
determination to revenge, upon whatever natives they (hould meet, 
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th.e treatment which one of their brethren had received at the clofe of 
' the iaft month. Near Botany Bay they fell in with the natives, but 
in a larger body than they expedted or defired. According to their 
report, they were fifty in number ; but much dependance was not 
placed on what they faid in this refpedl, nor in their narrative of the 
affair; it was certain, however, that they were driven in by the 
natives, who killed one man and wounded fix others. Immediately 
on this being known in the fetticment, an armed party was fent out 
with an officer, who found the body of the man that had been killed, 
ftripped, and lying in the path to Botany Bay. They alfo found a 
boy, who had likewife been ftripped and left for dead by the natives. 
He was very much wounded, and his left car nearly cut off. The 
party, after burying the body of the man, returned with the wounded 
boy, hut without feeing any of the perpetrators of this mifehief ; the 
other wounded people had reached the fetticment, and were taken to 
the hofpital. The day following, the governor, judging it highly 
neceffary to make examples of thefe mifguided people, who had fo 
daringly and flagrantly broken through every order which had been 
given to prevent their Interfering with the natives as to form a party 
e.xprefsly to meet with and attack them, dircdicd that thofe who were 
not wounded Ihould receive each one hundred and fifty laftics, and 
wear a fetter for a twelvemonth ; the like punifliment was direded to 
be inflidled upon thofe who were in the hofpital, as foon as they ftiould 
recover from their wounds ; in purfuance of which order, feven of 
them were tied up in front of the provifion ftore, and punifhed (for 
example’s fake) in the prefence of all the convidls. 

The fiimc day two armed parties were fent, one toward Botany Bay, 
and the other in a different diro^Hon, that the natives might fee that 
their late adl of violence would neither intimidate nor prevent us from 
moving beyond the fettlement whenever occafion required. 

Such were our enemies abroad : at home, within ourfelves, we had 
enemies to encounter of a different nature, but in their effects more 
difficult to guard againft. The gtirdcns and houfes of individuals, and 
the provifion ftore, were overrun with rats. The fafety of the pro-, 
vifions was an ohjedl of general confequcnce, and the commiffary 
was for feme time employed in examining into the ftatc of the ftore. 
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One morning, on going early to the ftorc, he found the wai'ds of a 
key which had been broken in the padlock that fecured the principal 
door, and which it was the duty of the patroles to vifu and infpect 
every night. Entering the ftorehoufe, he perceived that an harnefs- 
calk had been opened and fome provifions taken out. It being fup- 
pofed that the wards of the key might lead to a difeovery of the per- 
petrator of this atrocious afl, they were font to a convidl blackfmith, 
an ingenious workman through whofc hands moft of the work pafled 
that was done in his line, who immediately knew them to belong to 
a foldier of the name of Hunt, the fame w'ho in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding month received feven hundred lalhes, and who had fome time 
back brought the key to this blackfmith to be altered. On this in- 
formation, Hunt was taken up; but offering to give fome material 
information, he was admitted an evidence on the part of the crown, 
and made an ample confcffioa before the lieutenant-governor and the 
judge-advocate, in which he accufed fi.v other foldiers of having been 
concerned with him in the diabolical pradUcc of robbing the (lore for 
a confiderablc time pad of liipior and provifions in large (juantitics. 
This crime, great enough of itfelf, was Hill aggravated by the manner 
in which it was committed. Having formed their party, feven in 
number, and fworn each other to fccrcey and fidelity, they procured 
and altered keys to fit the different locks on the three doors of the 
provifion dorp ; and it was agreed, that whenever any one of the 
feven Ihould he poded there as centinel during the night, two or more 
of the gang, as they found it convenient,- were to come during the 
hours in which they knew their affociatc would have the dore under 
his charge, when, by means of their keys, and fhcltcrcd in the fccurity 
which he afforded them, (by betraying in fo flagrant a manner the truft 
and confidence repofed in him as a centinel,) they diould open a 
paffage into the florc, where they diouId remain fliut up until they 
had procured as much liquor or provifions as they could take off. If 
the patroles vifited the dore while they chanced to be within its walls, 
the door was found locked and fecure, the centinel alert and vigilant 
on his pod, and the dore apparently fafe. 

Fortunately for the fettlement, on the night preceding the difeovery 
cue of the party intended to have availed himfelf of his fituation as 
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centinel, and to enter the flore alone, purpofing to plunder without 
the participation of his afTociates. But while he was Handing with 
the key in the lock, he heard the patrole advancing. The key had 
done its office, but as he knew that the lock would be eifamined by 
the corporal, in his fright and hafte to turn it back again, he miHook 
the way, and, finding that he could not get the key out of the lock, 
he broke it, and was compelled to leave the wards in it; the other 
part of thd key he threw away. 

On this uiformation,' the fix foldlers whom he accufed were taken 
up and tried ; when, the evidence of the accomplice being coiflirmed 
by feveral ftrong corroborating circumftances, among which it ap- 
peared that the (lore had been broken into and robbed by them at 
various times for upwards of eight months, they were unanimoufly 
found guilty, and fcntcnccd to fuffer that death which they owned 
they juftly merited. Their defence wholly confifted in accufing the 
accomplice of having been the firft to propofe and carry the plan into 
execution, and afterwards the firll to accufe and ruin the people he 
had influenced to allbciate with him. A crime of fuch magnitude 
called for a fevere example; and the fcntence, was carried inW-e.xecu- 
tion a few days after their trial. 

Some of thefe unhappy men were held in high eflimation by their 
officers ; but the others, together with the accomplice Hunt, had been 
long verging toward this melancholy end. Four of them had been 
tried for the death of their comrade Bulmore, which happened in a 
conteft with one of them in November laft ; and their manner of con- 
ducing themfelves at various times appeared to have been very re- 
prchenfible. The liquor which they procured from the ftore was the 
caufc of- drunkennefs, which brought on affrays and diforders, for 
which, as foldiers, they were more than once puniflied. To thefe 
circumllances mud be added (what perhaps muft be confidered as the 
root of thefe evils) a connexion which fubfifted between them and 
fome of the worft of the female conviCs, at whofe huts, notwith- 
Handing the internal regulations of their quarters, they found means 
to enjoy their ill-acquired plunder. 

On the morning of their execution, one of them declared to the 
clergyman who attended him, that the like praCices had been carried 
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on at the ftore at Rofe Hill by fiinllar means and with fimilar fucce/s. 
He named two foldiers and a conviil as the perfons concerned ; thefe 
were afterwards apprehemled, and underwent an examination of feveral 
h9urs by the lieutenant-governor and the judge-advocate, during which 
nothing being drawn from cither that could affc(fl the others, they 
were all difeharged. It was, however, generally believed, that the 
foldicr would not in his dying moments have falfely accufed three men 
of a crime which they had never committed ; and that nothing but 
their conftancy to each other had prevented a difeovery of their guilt. 

While thefe tranfaftions were paffing at Sydney, the little colony at 
Norfolk Ifland had been threatened with an infurreflion- The Supply 
returned from thence the 24th, after an abfence of five weeks, and 
brought from Lieutenant King, the commandant, information of the 
following chimerical Icheme : — The capture of the ifiand, and the 
fubfequent cfcape of the captors, was to commence by the feizure oft 
Mr. King’s perfon, which was intended to be efFc£led on the firft 
Saturday after the arrival of any lliip in the bay, except the Sirius. 
They had chofen that particular day in the week, as it had been for 
fome time Mr. King’s cuftom on Saturdays to go to a farm which he 
had eftablifhed at feme little diflance from the fettlcment, and the 
military generally chofe that day to bring in the cabbage palm from 
the woods. Mr. King was to be fccured in his way to his farm, 
A melTage, in the commandant’s name, was then to be fent to Mr. 
Jamifon, the furgeon, who was to be feized as foon as he got into 
the woods ; and the ferjeant and the party were to be treated in the 
fame manner. Thefe being all properly taken care of, a lignal was 
to be made to the fliip in the bay to fend her boat on there, the 
crew of which were to be made prifoners on their lant^ng; and two 
or three of the infurgents were to go off in a boat belonging to the 
ifland, and inform the commanding officer that the fliip’s boat had 
been Hove on the beach, and that the commandant requefteJ another 
might be fent a-fhore ; this alfo was to be captured : and then, as 
the laft aft. of this ahfurd fcheme, the fliip was to be taken, with which 
they were to proceed to Otaheite, and there eftablifh a fcttlement. 
They charitably intended to leave fome provifions for the commandant 
and his officers, and for fuch of the people as did not accompany them 
in their efcape. — This was their fcheme. Not one difficulty in the 
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execution of it ever occurred to tlicir imagination : all was to happerr 
with as much facility as it was planned ; and, had it not been fortu- 
nately revealed to a feaman belonging to the Sirius, who lived with 
Mr. King as a gardener, by a female conviiS who cohabited with him, 
there was no doubt but th^t all thefe improbabilities would have been 
attempted. 

On being made .acquainted avith thefe circumftanccs, the command- 
ant took fuch meafures as appeared to him neecfTary to defeat them ; 
and feveral who were concerned in the feherne confefled the fhare 
which they were to have bad in the execution of it. Mr. King had 
hitherto, from the peculiarity of his lituation, — fecludcd from fociety, 
and confined to a fmall fpeck in the vaft ocean, with but a bandful of 
people, — drawn them round him, and treated them with the kind at- 
tentions which a good family meets with at the hands of a humane 
mafter ; but he now faw them in their true colours, and one of his 
firft fteps, when peace was reftored, was to clear the ground as far as 
poflible round the fettlement, that future villainy might not find a, 
{belter in the woods for its tranfadions. To this truly providential 
circumftancc, perhaps, many of the colonifts afterwards were indebted 
for their lives. . 

On Thurfday the 26th of February the ifland was vifited by a 
hurricane, which came on e.arly in the morning in very’ heavy gales 
of wind and rain. By four o’clock feveral pines of 180 and 200 feet 
in length, and from 20 to 30 feet in circumference, were ddown 
down. From th.it hour until noon the gale increafed to a dreadful 
hurricane, with torrents of heavy rain. Every inftant pines and live 
oaks, of the largefl dilncnfions, were borne down by the fury of the 
blafl, which, tearing up roots and rocks with them, left chafms of 
eight or ten feet depth in the earth. Thofe pines that were able to 
refill the wind bent their tops nearly to the ground ; and nothing but 
horror and dcfolation everywhere prefented itfelf. -A very large live 
oak-tree was blown on the granary, which it daOied to pieces, and 
Hove a number of calks of flour ; but happily, by the adlivity of the 
officers and free people, the flour, Indian corn, and llorcs, were in a 
fliort time collcitcd, and removed to the commandant’s houfe, with 
the lofs only of about lualf a calk of flour, and fome fmall llores. At 
noon the gale blew with the utmoft violence, tearing up whole forefts 
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by the roots. At one o’clock there were as many trees torn up by 
the roots as would have required the labour of fifty men for a fort- 
night to have felled. Early in the forenoon the fwamp and vale were 
overflowed, and had every appearance of a large navigable river. 
The gardens, public and private, were wholly deftroyed ; cabbages, 
turnips, and other plants, were blown out of the ground ; and thofe 
which withllood the hurricane feeined as if they had been fcorchcd. 
An acre of Indian corn which grew in the vale, and which would have 
been ripe in about three weeks, was totally deftroyed *. 

His people continued to be healthy, and the climate had not for- 
feited the good opinion he h.id formed of it. fie acquainted the 
governor, that for his internal defence he had formed all the free 
people on the illand into a militia, and that a military guard w.as 
mounted every night as a piquet. There were .at this time victualled 
on the illand lixteen free people, fifty-one male convi£ls, twenty-three 
female convi<fls, and four children. 

The arrival of the Supply with an account of thefe occurrences 
created a temporary variety in the converi’ation of the day; and a 
general fatisfailion appeared when the little Vcflel that brought them 
dropped her anchor again in the cove. Lieutenant Ball, having loft an 
.anchor at Xoriblk Ifland, did not think it prudent to attempt to fall in 
with the ftioal feen by the Golden Grove ftorelhip ; his orders on that 
head being diferetionary. 

We now return to the tranfatftions of the principal fettlemcnt. The 
petfon who was noticed in the occurrences of the laft month as being 
employed at Role Hill under the commiflary, had been alfo intruded 
with the direction of the convidla who were employed in clearing and 
cultivating ground at that place ; but, being advanced in years, he 
was found inadequate to the talk of managing and controlling the 
people who were under his care, the moft of whom were always in- 
venting plaufible excufes for abfcncc from labour, or for their negledf 
of it while under his eye. He was therefore removed, and fuccccded 

* TTie dircAion of the hurricane was acTufa the itland fipm the Souih-cafl t atiJ as its 
fury had blosrn down mote trees than were found lying on the ground when Mr. King 
landed on it, he conjeclnrcd that it was not an annual yifilant of the illand. This coii- 
jedure teems now to be juftified, as notliing of the kind has Cnee occurred there. 
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by a perfon who came out from England as a fervant to the governor. 
This man joined to much agricultural knowledge a perfedl idea of the 
labour to be required from, and that might be performed by the con- 
vifts ; and his figure was calculated to make the idle and the worthlefs 
Ihrink if he came near them. He had hitherto been employed at the 
fpot of ground which was cleared foon after our arrival at the adjoin- 
ing cove, fince diftinguiihed by the name of Farm Cove, and which, 
from the natural poverty of the foil, was not capable of making an 
adequate return for the labour which had been expended on it. It was, 
however, ftill attended to, and the fences kept in repair ; but fherc 
was not any intention of clearing more ground in that fpot. 

Toward the latter end of the month two of the birds diftinguiihed 
in the colony by the name of Emus were brought in by fome of the 
people employed to Ihoot for the officers. Tlte weight of each was 
feventy pounds. 


CHAP. VII. 

NEUTRAL BAY.— SMALL-POX AMONG THE NATIVES.— CAPTAIN HUNTER IN 
THE SIRIUS RETURNS WITH SUPPLIES FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.— 
MIDDLETON ISLAND DISCOVERED. — DANGER OF W.\NDERING IN THE 
FORESTS OF AN UNKNOWN COUNTRY. CONVICTS. THE KING’s BIRTH- 
DAY KEPT. — CONVICTS PERFORM A PLAY. A REINFORCEMENT UNDER 

LIEUTENANT CRESSWELL SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND.— GOVERNOR PHILLIP 

MAKES AN EXCURSION OF DISCOVERY. TRANSACTIONS. — HAWKESBURY 

RIVER DISCOVERED. PROGRESS AT ROSE HILL.— IMPORTANT PAPERS 

LEFT BEHIND IN ENOL.UID. 

April.] The governor thinking it probable that foreign Ihips might 
' again vifit this coaft, and perhaps run into this harbour for the purpofe 
of procuring refreftiments, direfted Mr. Blackburn to furvey a large 
bay on the north ftiorc, contiguous to this cove ; and a fufficient 
depth of water being found, his excellency inferted in the port orders, 
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that all foreign fhips coming into this harbour fhould anchor in this 
bay, which he named Neutral Bay, bringing Rock Ifland to bear 
S. S. E. and the hofpital on the weft fide of Sydney Cove to bear 
S. W. by W. 

Early in the month, and throughout its continuance, the people 
whofe bufmefs called them down the harbour daily reported, that they 
found, either in excavations of the rock, or lying upon the beaches 
and points of the different coves which they lia J Jjcen in, the bodies of 
many of the wretched natives of this country. The caufc of this 
mortality remained unknown until a family was brought up, and the 
diforder pronounced to have been the finall-pox. It was not a defir- 
able circuraftance to introduce a diforder into the colony which was 
raging with fuch fatal violence among the natives of the country ; but 
the faring the lives of any of thefe people was an objedf of no fmall 
importance, as the knowledge of our humanity, and the benefits 
which wc might render them, would, it was hoped, do away the evil 
impreffions tliey had received of us. Two elderly men, a boy, and a 
girl were brought up, and placed in a feparatc but at the hofpital. 
The men were too far overcome by the difeafe to get the better of it ; 
but the children did well from the moment of their coming among us. 
From the native who rcfided with us wc underftood that many fami- 
lies had been fwept off by this fcourge, and that others, to avoid it, 
had fled into the interior parts of the country. Whether it had ever 
appeared among them before could not be difeovered, either from 
him or from the children ; hut it was certain that they gave it a 
name (gal-gal-la) ; a circumftance which feemed to indicate a pre- 
acquaintance with it. 

The couvids, among other public works, were now employed in 
forming a convenient road on the weft fide from the hofpital and 
landing-place to the ftorchoufes ; and in conftrudting a ftable at Farm 
Cove, with fome convenient out-houfes for ftock. 

May.] Of the native boy and girl w'ho had been brought up in the 
laft month, on their recovery from the finall-pox, the latter was taken 
to live with the clergyman’s wife, and the boy with Mr. Wliitc, the 
furgeon, to whom, for his attention during the cure, he feemed to be 
much attached. 
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Wliilc the eruptions of this difordcr continued upon the children, 
a feaman belonging to the Supply, a native of North America, having 
been to fee them, was feized with it, and foon after died ; but its 
baneful cffeiSs were not experienced by any white perfon of the fettle- 
ment, although there were feveral very young children in it at the 
time. 

From the firft hour of the introdudion of the boy and girl into the 
fcttlement, it was feared that the native who had been fo inftrumcntal 
in bringing them in, and whofe attention to them during their illnefs 
excited the admiration of every one that witnefled it, would be attacked 
by the fame diforder ; as on his perfon were found none of thofe traces 
of its ravages which are frequently left behind. . It happened as the 
fears of every one prediffed ; he fell a vidfim to the difeafe in eight 
days after he was feized with it, to the great regret of every one who 
had witnefled how little of the favage was found in his manner, and 
how quickly he was fubflituting in its place a docile, afiable, and truly 
amiable deportment. 

6th.] After an abfence of feven "months and fix days, to the great 
fatisfadion of every one, about five in the' evening his Majefty’s Ihip 
Sirius anchored in the cove from the Cape of Good Hope. Captain 
Hunter failed from this port on the ad of Odober 1788, and, during 
the fpace which had clapfed between his departure and his return, had 
circumnavigated the globe. He made his paflage by Cape Horn, 
arriving on the 2d of lafi January at tire C.ape of Good Hope, from, 
which place he failed on the 20th of the following month. Off the 
fonthern extremity of this country the Sirius met with a gale of wind, 
when fo clofe in with the land that it was for fome time doubtful 
whether Ihc would clear it. In this gale (he received confiderable 
damage ; the head of the Ihip, the figure of the Duke of Berwick, was 
torn trom the cutwater, and ihe was afterwards found to have been 
very much weakened. 

The Sirius brought 127,000 weight of flour for the fettlement, and 
a twelvemonth’s provifions for her (hip’s company j but this fupply 
was not very flattering, as the fliort fpace of four months, at a full 
ration, would exhauft it. It was, however, very welcome, and her 
return feemed to have gladdened every heart. Eager were our in- 
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quiries after intelligence from that country from which we liad been 
now two years divided, and to whofe ttanfadlions we were entire 
llrangers. With joy, mingled with concern that we were not perfonal 
Oiarers in the triumph, did we hear of our country's fucccfsful eflbrts 
in the caufe of the Stadtholder, and of the noble annaiiients which our 
minifters had fitted out to fupport it. We trufted, however, that while 
differently employed, our views were Hill directed to the fame objcdl ; 
for, though labouring at a diffance, and in an humbler fecne, yet the 
good, the glory, and the aggrandizement of our country were prime 
confiderations with us. And why fhould the colonifis of New South 
Wales be denied the merit of endeavouring to promote them, by efta- 
blifliing civilization in the favage world ; by animating the children of 
idlencfs and vice to habits of laborious and honell indufiry ; and by 
flicwing the world that to Englilhmen no difficulties arc infiiperable ? 

We heard with concern that Lieutenant Shortland was near five 
months in reaching Bat4via in the Alexander, in which ffiip he failed 
from this port on the 14th of laft July, in company with the Fricnd- 
Ihip, Dorrowdale, and Prince of Wales. From this (hip and the Bor- 
rowdale he parted company very fhortly after leaving our harbour ; 
they proceeded round Cape Florn, to Rio de Janeiro, where in laft 
December they were left lying ready for fea. The Alexander and 
Fricndlhip proceeding to the northward kept company together as far 
as the illand of Borneo, where, the crews of both fliips being fo much 
reduced by the feurvy, (the Alexander had buried feventcen of her 
feamen,) that it was impoffible to navigate both veffels againft the 
ffrong currents which they met with, and the weftern nionfoon which 
had then fet in, both fhips were brought to an anchor, and moft of 
the Friendfliip’s ftores, with all her people, being taken out and re- 
ceived on board the Alexander, fhe was fcuttled and funk. A\ftien the 
Alexander arrived at Batavia, Ihe had, of bfth fliip’s crews, but one 
man who was able to go aloft. 

Lieutenant Shortland, in his letter, noticed fome difeoveries which 
he had made ; particularly one of an extenfive and dangerous flioal, 
which obtained the name of Middleton Shoal, and was reckoned to be 
in the latitude of 29° 20' South, and in the longitude of 158° 40' Eaft. 
He had alfo difeovered an illand, which he placed in the latitude of 
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28* 10' South, and in the longitude of 159” 50' Eaft, and named Sir 
Charles Middleton Ifland : his other difeoveries, not being fo immedi- 
ately in the vicinity of this territory, were not likely to be of any ad- 
vantage to the fettlement ; but it was of foine importance to it to learn 
that an cxtcnfive reef was fo near, and to find its fituation afeertained 
to be in the track of fliips bound from hence to the northward ; for if 
Sir Charles Middleton Hland fliould hereafter be found to poiTefs a fafe 
and convenient harbour, it might prove an intcrefting difeovery for 
this colony. 

A Dutch fhip, bound for Europe, failing from the Cape of Good 
Hope on the 9th of laft January, Captain Hunter took that opportu- 
nity of forwarding the dii'patches with which he had been charged by 
Governor Phillip. He was Informed by the mafter of the Harpy 
Whaler, who had put into Table Bay, that in England there had been 
a general anxiety to hear of our fafety and arrival in this country, and 
that (hips to be taken up had been advertifed for, but had not been 
engaged, as the government waited for accounts from Governor 
Phillip. 

Of thefe accounts it was hoped that minifters had been feme time in 
polTcflion, and that in confequcnce fupplics were at this hour on their 
paflage to New South Wales. 

Our attention was now direfted to receiving from the Sirius the pro- 
vifions {he had brought us; and as the flour had been packed in bags 
at the Cape of Good Hope, the coopers were immediately employed in 
fetting up and preparing calks for its reception on Ihore. Thefe being 
foon completed, the flour was landed and depofitcd in the ftore. This, 
with the building and covering-in of a new hut for the fmich’s work, 
formed the principal labour of the convicts at Sydney during this 
month. 

Tlie boats in the colony not being found fufficlent for the purpofe 
of tranfporting provifions from the ftore at Sydney to the fettlement at 
Role Hill, a launch or hoy was put upon the flocks, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Reid, the caqienter of the Supply, to be employed for that 
and other ncccfT^ purpofes. She was to be built of tire timber of the 
country, and to carry ten tons. 

From 
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From that fettlemcnt, early in the month, two foldiers of the detach- 
ment doing duty there were reported to be mifling ; and, though parties 
had been font out daily in different diredions to .feek for them, yet all 
was unavailing. It was fuppofed that they mu(l have loll their way in 
fome of the thick and almoll impenetrable brullvcs which were in the 
vicinity of Rofc Hill, and had there perilhed mifcrably. They had 
gone in fearch of the fweet tea plant already mentioned ; and jicrhaps - 
when they tcfigned themfelves to the fate which they did not fee how 
to avoid, oppreffed with hunger, and unable to wander any farther, 
they may have been but a Ihort diftance from the relief they muft fo 
carneftly have defired. A dog that was known to have left the fettlc- 
ment with them reached Rofc Hill, almoft familhed, nine days after 
they had left it. The extreme danger attendant on a man’s going be- 
yond the bounds of his own knowledge in the forcfls of an unfettled 
country could no where be more demonllrable than in this. To the 
weftward ss'as an immenfe open track before him, in which, if un- 
befriended by cither fun or moon, he might wander until life were at 
an end. Moft of the arms which extended into the country from Port 
Jackfon and the harbour on each fide of Port Jackfon, were of great 
length, and to round them without a certain and daily fupply of pro- 
vifions was impoffible *. 

To guard .is much as poflible againft thefc accidents every meafurc 
which could be fuggefted was adopted. A iliort time after the fettlc- 
ment was cftahliflicd at Role Hill, the governor went out with fome 
people in a diretlion due South, and caufed a vifible path to be made ; 
that if any perfon who had ftrayed beyond his own marks for returning, 
and knew not where he was, Ihould crofs upon this path, he might by- 
following it have a chance of reaching the fctilement ; and orders were 
repeatedly given to prohibit Araggling beyond the limits which were 
marked and known. 

* In manjrof ihcfe arras, when lilting with my companions at my cafe in a boat, I hare 
I cen ftruck wiih horror at the bare idea of being loft in tliem j as, from the great (imi- 
Urity of one cove to another, the recollc^ion wouid be bewildered in attempting to de- 
termine any telitive lituation. It is certain, that if deftroyed by no other means, infanity 
vould accelerate the mifvrabie end that muft enCue, 
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Toward the end of the month, forae con-vldls having reported that 
they had found the body of a white man lying in a cove at a fhort 
didancc from the fettlement, a general mufler of the convi£ls at 
Sydney was diredled ; but no perfon was unaccounted for except 
Caefar, an incorrigibly flubborn black, who had abfeonded a few days 
before from the fervice of one of the officers, and taken to the woods 
with feme provifions, an iron pot, and a foldier s mufket, which he 
had found means to fleal. 

Garden robberies, after Ca’Cira flight, were frequent, and fomc 
leads belonging to a feine being ftolen, a reward of a pardon was held 
out to any of the accomplices on difeovering the per Ion who ftole 
them ; and the like reward was alfo offered if, in five dat-s, he fhoold 
difeover the perfon who had purchafed them ; but all was without 
effeft. It was conjedlured that they had been ftolen for the pnrpofe of 
being converted into (hot by fome perfon not employed or authorized 
to kill the game of this country. 

The weather during the latter part of this month was cold ; not- 
withftanding which a turtle was I'ecn in the harbour. 

June 4.] The anniverfary of his Majefty’s birth-day, the fecond 
time of commemorating it in this country, was obferved with every 
diftinftion in our power ; for the firft time, the ordnance belonging to 
the colony were difeharged ; the detachment of marines fired three 
voilies, which were followed by twenty-one guns from each of the 
flups of war in the cove ; the governor received the complimertts due 
to the day in his new houfe, of which he had lately taken pofleffion 
as the government-houfe of the colony, where his excellency after- 
wards entertained the officers at dinner, and in the evening fome of 
the convidts were permitted to perform Farquhar’s comedy of the 
Recruiting Officer, in a hut fitted up for the occafion. They pro- 
felfed no higher aim than “ humbly to excite a fmile,” and their 
efforts to pleafe were not unattended with applaufe. 

In addition to the fteps taken by the commandant of Norfolk Ifland 
for his internal fecurity, the governor thought an increafe of his mi- 
litary force abfolutely neceflary. Accordingly, the day after his Ma- 
jefty’s birth-day. Lieutenant Crefwell, with fourteen privates from 
the detachment of marines, embarked on board the Supply for Norfolk 
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Illand; and at the fame time !he received a written order from hia 
excellency to take upon himfclf the diredlion and execution of the 
authority vefted in Mr. King, in the event of any accident happenings 
to that officer, until a fucceflbr (hould be formally appointed and fent 
from hence. 

The Supply, on her return from Norfolk Ifland, was to vifit the 
illand feen by Lieutenant Shortland, and laid down by him, in the 
latitude of 28° 10' South. She was alfo to cruife for the Ihoal feen by 
that officer, and ftated to be in the latitude of 29° 20' South, and for 
the fhoal feen by Mr. Blackburn, the fouth end of which lay in the 
latitude of 29“ 25' South ; all of which, if the obfervations of both 
officers were equally corredt, would, it was fuppofed, be found con- 
tiguous to each other. Lieutenant Ball was diredled to land upon 
the illand, if landing fhould be found pradicable ; and to determine, 
if he could, the extent and fituation of the Ihoals. 

On thefe ferviccs the Supply failed the 6th of this month ; on which 
day the governor fet off with a party on a fecond excurfton to Broken 
Bay, in the hope of being able, from the head of that harbour, to 
reach the mountains inland. His excellency returned to the fettle- 
mem on the evening of the 16th, having difeovered a capacious frefh- 
water river, emptying itfelf into Broken Bay, and extending to the 
weftward. He was compelled to return without tracing it to its- 
fource, not having a fufficient quantity of provifions with him ; but 
immediately made the ncceffiiry preparations for returning to finifli 
his examination of it ; and fet off on that dcftgn with an increafed 
party, and provifions for twenty-one d.iys, on Monday the 29th. 

Ca-far, being clofely.^ attended to, was at length apprehended and 
fecured. This man was always reputed the hardeft working convift 
in the country ; his frame was mufcular and well calculated for hard 
bbour; but in his iniellcfts he did not very widely differ from a 
hruic; his appetite was ravenous, for he could in any one day devour 
the full ration for two days. To gratify this appetite he was com- 
pelled to fteal from others, and all his thefts were direfled to that 
puqiofe. He was fiich a wretch, and fo indifferent about meeting 
death, that he declared while in confinement, that if he Oiould be 
hanged, he would create a laugh before he was turned off, by playing 
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off fomc trick upon the executioner. Holding up fuch a mere animal 
as an example was not expelled to have the proper or intended cffe£t ; 
the governor therefore, with the humanity that was always confpi- 
cuous in his cxercifc of the authority veiled in him, direfled that he 
fliould be fent to Garden Ifland, there to work in fetters ; and in 
addition to his ration of provifions he was to be fupplied with vege- 
tables from the garden. 

The Sirius had, in the gale of wind which flie met with off Tafmaa’s 
He.id, fuftained much more damage, and was, upon infpeQion, found 
to have been weakened much more than was at firft conjciflurcd. 
This was the more unfortunate, as, from the nature of our fituation, 
many important fcrvices were yet to be rendered by her to the colony. 
It became, therefore, a matter of public concern to have her damages 
repaired and the fliip Ilrengthened as expeditioully and as efficacioufly 
as our abilities would admit. A convenient retired cove on the north 
Ihore being fixed on for the purpofe of a careening cove, flie dropped 
down and took poffeflion of it toward the latter end of the month. 
She coulAhave been refitted with much eafe at Sydney; but there was 
tio doubt that the work neceffary to be done to her would meet with 
fewer interruptions, if the people who were engaged in it were re- 
moved from the connedtions which feamen generally form where 
there are women of a certain efiarader and defeription. 

The gang under the diredion of the overfeer employed at the brick 
fields had hitherto only made ten thoufand bricks in a month. A kiln 
was now conftruded in which thirty thoufand might be burnt off in 
the fame time, which number the overfeer engaged to deliver. 

The carpenter of the Supply, who had undertaken the conftnidion 
of the hoy, being obliged to proceed with that veffel on her going to 
fea, the diredion of the few people employed upon her was left with 
the carpenter of the Sirius during his abfence. 

July 14.] The governor returned from his fecond vifit to the river, 
which he named the Hawkefbury, in honor of the noble lord at the 
head of the committee of council of trade and plantations. He 
traced the river to a confiderable diflance to the wellward, and was 
impeded in his further progrefs by a Ihallow which he met, with a Ihort 
dillance above the hill formerly feen, and then named by him Rich- 
' mond 
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Riond Hill, to the foot of which the courfe of the Hawkelhuty con- 
duced him and his party. They were deterred from remaining 
any time in the narrow part of the river, as they perceived evident 
traces of the frclhcs having rifen to the heig^.t of from twenty to forty 
feet above the level of the rvater. They reprefented the windings of 
the river as beautiful and pidturefquc ; and toward Richmond Hill 
the face cf the country appeared more level and open than in any 
other pan. The vaft inundations which had left fuch tokens behind 
them of the height to which they fwcll the river feemed rather un- 
favourable for the purpofe of fettling near the banks, which otherwife 
would have been convenient and defirable, the advantages attending 
the occupation of an allotment of land on the margin of a frefh-water 
river being fuperlor to thofe of any other lituation. The foil on the 
banks of the river was judged to be light; what it was further inland 
could not be determined with any certainty, as the travellers did not 
penetrate to any didance, except at Richmond Hill, where the foil 
appeared to be Icfs mixed with fand than that on the branches. 

During the governor’s abfence the fail-maker of the Sirius had 
ftrayed into the woods about the cove where fhe was repairing, and, 
not knowing the country, wandered fo far that he could not find his 
way back to the fliip. Fortunately for him, the governor, on his re- 
turn from Broken Bay, met with him in the north arm of this harbour, 
but fo weakened by hunger and fatigue, as to have all the appearance 
of intoxication when firft difeovered and fpoken to, and in a fituation 
fo remote from a probability of afliftance, that perhaps a few days 
more would have fixed the period of his e.xiftence. 

On vifiting the fettlcment at Rofe Hill, the convids were all found 
refiding in very good huts, apparently under proper regulations, and 
encouraged to work In the gardens, which they had permiffion to cul- 
tivate during thofe hours which were not dedicated to public labour. 
A barrack for the foldiers was eredbed in the fmall redoubt which had 
been conftrudbed, and in which alfo flood the provifion llorc. Some 
ground had been opened on the other fide of the flrcam of water which 
ran into the creek, where a fmall houfe had been, built for the fuperin- 
tendant Dodd, under wliol’c charge were to be placed a barn and 
granaries, in which the produce of the ground he was then filling with 
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wheat and barley was to be depofited. The people of all deferipuona 
continued very healthy ; and the falubrity of the climate rendered me- 
dicine of little ufe. 

Notwithftanding little more than two years had clapfed fince our 
departure from England, fevcral eonvi£ls about this time fignified that 
the refpe£live terms for which they had been tranfported had expired, 
and. claimed to be reftored to the privileges of free men. Unfor- 
tunately, by fome unaccountable overfight, the papers ncceffary to 
afeertain thefc particulars had been left by the mailers of the tranfports 
with their owners in England, inllead of being brought out and de- 
pofited in the colony ; and as, thus fituated, it was equally impolHble 
to admit or to deny the truth of their aflertions, they were told to wait 
until accounts could be received from England ; and in the mean time, 
by continuing to labour for the public, they would be entitled to lhare 
the public provifions in the llore. This was by no means fatisfadlory, 
as it appeared that they expefted an alTurance from the governor of 
receiving foine gratuity for employing their future time and labour for 
the benefit of the fettlcment. One of thefe people having, in the pre- 
fence of his excellency, exprelTed himfelf difrefpcflfully of the lieu- 
tenant-governor, he was brought before a criminal court and tried for 
the fame, of which offence being found guilty, he was fentenced to re- 
ceive fix hundred lalhes, and to wear irons for the fpace of fix months. 

It mud be acknowledged, that thefe people were moll peculiarly 
and unpleafantly fituated. Confeious in their own minds that the 
fentence of the law had been fulfilled upon them, it mud have been 
truly didrefling to their fi;clings to find that they could not be confi- 
dered in any other light, or received into any other fituation, than 
that in w'hich alone they had been hitherto known in the fettlement. 

In the infancy of the colony, however, but little was to be gained 
by their being redored to the rights and privileges of free people, as 
no one was in poirdfion of fuch abundance as to afford to fupport 
another independent of the public dore. Every man, therefore, mud 
have wrought for his provifions ; and if they had been gratified in 
their expedation of being paid for their labour, the price of provifions 
in this country would certainly have been found equal, if not fuperior, 
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to any value they could have fct upon their time and labour for the 
public. As thcfe confidcrations muft have offered themfeivcs to the 
notice of many good underflandings which were among them, it was 
nther conjeiflurcd, that the diflatisfadion which evidently prevailed on 
this fubjed was fet on foot and fomented by feme cvil-de(igning 
fpirits and alTociates in former iniquities. The governor, however, 
terminated this bufinefs for the prefent, by direding the judge-advocate 
to take the affidavits of fuch perfons as would make oath that they had 
ferved the term preferibed by the law, and by recommending them to 
work for the public until fome information was received from go- 
vernment on that head. 

Tlie obfervatory which was ereded on our firlf landing being 
found fmall and inconvenient, as well for the purpofe of obferving 
as for the refidence of Lieutenant Dawes and the reception of the 
afironomical infiruments, the ftone-cutters began preparing ftone to 
conllrud another, the materials for which were found in abund.tncc 
upon the fpot, the weft point of the cove. 


CHAP. VIII. 

BAaRACKS. — STOCK. — IKTELUCrNCB PROM NORFOLK ISLAND. POLICP 

UTABLISMEO at the principal settlement. A SUCCESSFUL HAUL OF 

PWH. — A SOLDIER TRIED FOR A RAPE. — PROVISIONS BEGIN TO FAIL. — NA- 
TIVES A LAUNCH COMPLETED. — RATS.— RATION REDUCED TO TWO- 

THIRDS.— SIRIUS RETURNS TO THE COVE.— ONE OF HER MATES LOST 
IN THE WOODS. — SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. — UTILITY OF THE 

NIGHT watch. A FEMALE CONVICT EXECUTED FOR HOUSE-DREAKINO.— 

TWO NATIVES TAKF.N. — SERIOUS CHARGE AGAINST THE ASSISTANT COM- 
MISSARY SATISFACTORILY CLEARED UP. — LIEUTENANT DAWEs’s EXCUR- 
SION.— ;THE SUPPLY RETURNS.— TRANSACTIONS. 

Augnfi.] Of the foOr barracks which were begun in March 178?, 
and at that time intended to be finifhed as fuch, two had been for fome 
time occupied by the detachment, two companies rcfiding in each ; a 
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third was at the beginning of this month converted into a ftorehoufe j 
and the wood-work of the fourth was taken down and applied to 
fome other purpofe ; the labour and time required to finifh it being 
deemed greater than the utility that would be derived from it as a 
barrack, the two that were already occupied conveniently and com- 
fortably accommodating the detachment. 

As every circuraftance became of importance that might in its ten- 
dency forward or retard tlie day whereon the colony was to be pro- 
nounced independent of the mother-country for provifions, it was 
foon obferved with concern, that hitherto by far a greater proportion 
of males than females had been produced by the animals we had 
brought for the purpofe of breeding. This, in any other fituation, 
might not have been fo nicely remarked ; but here, where a country 
was to be ftocked, a litter of twelve pigs whereof three only were 
females became a fubje (3 of converfation and inquiry. Out of feven 
kids which had been produced in the lad month, one only was a. 
female ; and many fimilar indances had before occurred, but no par- 
ticular notice was attra£Ied until their frequency rendered them re- 
markable. This circumdance excited an anxious care in every one 
for the prefervation of fuch females as might be produced ; and at the 
moment now fpoken of no perfon entertained an idea of daughtering 
one of that fort ; indeed males were fo abundant that fortunately there 
was no occadon. 

On the 7th Lieutenant Ball returned from Norfolk Ifland, and from 
an unfuccefsful cruife of nearly fix weeks in fearch of the ifland 
and fhoals for which he was direGed to look. He failed over the 
identical fpot on which Mr. Shortland had fixed the latitudes and lon- 
gitudes of his ifland and his flioal, whhout feeing either, and therefore 
concluded, that they had not been placed far enough to the northward. 
The error might have lain in copying the account from his log-book 
into his letter. 

From Norfolk Ifland Lieutenant King wrote, that he had cleared 
feventeen acres of ground upon the public account, all of which 
were either fown or ready for fowing ; that caterpillars had done much 
damage to fome wheat which had juft come up ; and that he was 
crewing a ftorehoufe capable of containing a large quantity of ftores 
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«nd provifions, and had made a vifiblc road from Sydney Bay to CaC' 
cade Bay. The pine trees, of the utility of which fuch fanguine hopes 
had been entertained, were found to be unfit for large malls or yards, 
being fliakey or rotten at thirty or forty feet from the butt ; the wood 
was fo brittle that it would not make a good oar, and fo porous that the 
water foaked through the planks of a boat which had been built of it. 
Mr. King alfo lamented their ignorance of the proper mode of prepar- 
ing the flax plant, which rendered it ufelefs to them. A fmgle pod of 
cotton had been found on the ifland, and a tree had been difeovered, 
the bark of which was llrong, and of a texture like cotton. A fpecies 
of bird alfo had been met with which burrowed in the ground, and had 
been feen in fuch numbers about the fummit of Mount Pitt, the highell 
hill on the illand, that they were contemplated as a refource in any 
future feafon of dillrefs, Ihould they be found to vifit the illand at 
Aatcd periods, and to depofit their eggs on it. Mr. King fpoke well 
of the general behaviour of the fubjefts of his little government fince 
the detection of their late fcheme to overturn it. 

From the frequent commiflion of offences in this fettlement and at 
Rofe Hill, where fcarcely a night paffed but complaint was made on the 
following morning of a garden being robbed, or a houfe broken into, 
fo favourable a report could not be given of the general condnfl of the 
people. The frequency of thefe enormities had become fo llrlking, 
that it appeared abfolutely neceffary to devife fome plan which might 
put a Hop to an evil that was every day increallng. The convi£ls 
who were employed in making bricks, living in huts by themfelves on 
the fpot where their work was performed, were fufpedled' of being the 
perpetrators of moll of the offences committed at Sydney ; and orders 
had been given, forbidding, under pain of punifliment, their being 
feen in town after funfet. Thefe depredations continuing, however,, 
a convidi of the name of Harris prefented to the judge-advocate a pro- 
pofal for ellablilhing a night-watch, to be feledled from among the 
convidls, with authority to fecure all perfons of that defeription who 
fliould be found llraggling from the huts at ’improper hours. This 
propofal being fubmitted to the governor, and the plan thoroughly 
digelled and nutured, the firll attempt toward a police in this fettle* 
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ment commenced on Saturday the 8th of Auguft. The following are 
the heads of the plan : 

The fettlcment was divided into four diftridls, over each of which 
was placed a wa'ch confiding of three perfons, one principal and two 
fubordinate watchmen. Thcfe, being fele£led from among thofe con- 
vicls whofe condufl and charadier had been unexceptionable fmee their 
landing, were veiled with authority to patrole at all hours in the night, 
to vilit fuch places as might be deemed requifite for the difeovery of 
any felony, trefpafs, or mifdemeanor,'and to fecure for examination 
all perfons that might appear to be concerned therein ; for which 
purpofe they were dire6ed to enter any fufpecled hut or dwelling 
or to ufe any other means that might appear expedient. They 
were required to detain and give information to the neared guard- 
lioufe of any foldier or feaman who fhould be found draggling after 
the taptoo had been beat. They were to ufe their utmod endea- 
vours to trace out offenders on receiving accounts of any depredation ; 
and in addition to their night duty, they were direfled to take cogni- 
zance of fuch conviids as gamed, or fold or bartered their flops or pro- 
vifions, and report them for punilhment. A return of all occurrences 
during the night was to be made to the judge-advocate ; and the mili- 
tary were required to furnifh the watch with any affidance they might 
be in need of, beyond what the civil power could give them. They 
were provided each with a fliort daff, to didinguilh them during the 
night, and to denote their office in the colony ; and were indruited 
not to rective any dipulated encouragement or reward from any in- 
dividual for the convidlion of offenders, but to expedl that negligence 
or mifcondudl in the execution, of their trud would be punidicd with 
the utmod rigour. It was to have been wilhed, that a watch eda- 
blifhed for the prefervation of public and private property had been 
formed of free peojile, and that neceffity had not compelled us, in 
fcledling the fird members of our little police, to appoint them from a 
body of men in whofe eyes, it could not be denied, the property of 
individuals had never before been facred. But there was not any choice. 
The military had their line of duty marked out for them, and between 
them and the convict there was no defeription of people from whom 
overfeers or watchmen could be provided. It might, however, be 
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fuppofed, that among the convidls there moft be many who would feel 
a pride in being dillinguilhed from their fellows, and a pride that 
might give birth to a returning principle of honefty. It was hoped 
that the convidls whom we had chofen were of this defeription ; fome 
eifort had become neceflaty to detedl the various offenders who were 
prowling about with fecurity under cover of the night ; and the con- 
victs who had any property were themfelves interefted in defeating 
fuch practices. They promifed fidelity and dijigence, from which the 
fcorn of their fellow-prifoners (hould not induce them to fwerve, and 
began with a confidence of fuccefs the duty which they had them- 
felves offered to undertake. 

The Sirius, on being clofely infpeCted and furveyed by her own 
carpenter and the carpenter of the Supply, was found to be fo much 
weakened, that the repairs which were requifitc to put her in a ftate 
fit to encounter the dorms of this coaft would require the labour of 
four men for fix months and twenty-four days, not including Sundays 
in the calculation. This was unfortunate ; the refources of a king’s 
yard were not to be found in the careening cove in Port Jackfon ; 
people who looked forward beyond the event of the morrow began to 
think that her fervices might be wanted before flie could be in a con- 
dition. to render them; and it was confidered a matter of the utmofl: 
moment, to beftow the labour that fhe required in as little time 
and with as much (kill as the circumdances of our fituation would 
admit. 

1 2th.] Such attentions as were within our power were (hewn to 
the anniverfary of his royal highnefs the Prince of Wales’s birth-day ; 
and although the table of our fedivity was not crowned with luxuries 
or delicacies, yet the glafs that was confecrated on that occafion to 
his royal highnefs’s name was in no part of the Britilh dominions 
accompanied with more fmcerc wilhes for his happinefs. 

On the 20th, Daniel Gordon, a convidt, was brought to trial for 
dealing a quantity of provlfions and clothes, the property of perfons 
employed by the lieutenant-governor at fome ground which he had in 
cultivation near the fcttlement. The prifoner appearing wild and in- 
coherent on being brought before the court, the principal furgeon of 
the fettJement was diredfed to examine him, and giving it as his 
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opinion, upon oath, that the man’s pulfe very ftrongly indicated either 
a delirium or intoxication, h'ls trial was put ofF until the following 
morning, when, the fame appearances of wildnefs continuing on him, 
witneffes were examined as to the tenor of his condu£l during his 
being in confinement for the offence ; and the court were of opinion 
from their teftimony, “ That the prifoncr was not in a ftate of mind to 
“ be put upon his trial.” He was therefore placed under the care of 
the furgeon at the hofpital, and the court broke up. 

It was generally fuppofed, that a firm belief that his offence would 
be fixed upon him occafioned the derangement of intelledt which ap- 
peared. He was a notorious offender, and had been once pardoned in 
this country under the gallows. Many of his fellow-prifoners gave 
him credit for the ability with which he had atflcd his part, and per- 
haps he deferved their applaufe ; but difordered as he appeared before 
the court, their humanity would not fuffer them to proceed againft a 
wretch who cither had not, or affc£led not to have, a fufiScient fenfe 
of his fituation. 

Slops were ferved to the" convidls during this month, and the de- 
tachment received the remainder of the Ihoes which they brought 
from England. 

September.] In England fome dependence had been placed on filh 
as a refoiirce for the fettlement, but fufficient for a general diftribution 
had not hitherto been caught at any one time. On the 4th of this 
month the people belonging to the Supply had a very large haul ; their 
feine was fo full, that had they hauled it alhore it muft have buril ; 
the ropes of it were therefore made faft on Ihore, and the feine was 
fuffered to lie until left dry by the tide. The filh were brought up to 
the fettlement, and dillributed among the military and convifts. A 
night or two after this, a filhing-boat caught about one hundred dozen 
of fmall filh ; but this was precarious, and, happening after the pro- 
vifions were ferved, no other advantage could be derived from the 
circumftance, than that of every man’s having a fifli meal. 

On the 10th a criminal court of judicature was affembled for the 
trial of Henry Wright, a private foldier in the detachment, for a rape 
on a child of eight years of age ; of which heinous offence being found 
guilty, he received fentence to die ; but being recommended by the 
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court to the governor, his excellency was pleafcd to pardon him, on 
condition of his refiding, during the term of his natural life, at Norfolk 
Ifland. This was an offence that did not feem to require an immediate 
example ; the chaftity of the female part of the fcttlement had never 
been fo rigid, as to drive men to fo defperate an acl ; and it was be- 
lieved, that befide the wretch in queftion there was not in the colony 
a man of any defeription who would have attempted it. 

On the 1 2th, the butter, which had hitherto been ferved at fix ounces 
per week to each man in the fettlement, being e.xpended, the like 
quantity of fugar was direded to be iffued in its ftead. This was the 
firft of the provifions brought from England which had wholly failed ; 
and, fortunately, the failure was in an article which could be the beft 
fpared. It never had been very good, and was not, ftriiily fpeaking, 
a neceffary of fife. 

A fmall boat belonging to a gentleman of the fettlement, having 
been too deeply laden with cabbage-trees which had been colledcd in a 
bay down the harbour for the purpofe of building, was ovetfet on her 
return to the cove, by touching on a rock which lay off one of the 
points. There were three people in her, two of whom fwam on 
Ihore ; the third remained five hours on her keel, and was accidentally 
met with and picked up by the people of a filhing boat. 

Captain Hunter, unwilling to lofe any opportunity of rendering a 
fervice to the colony, while the repairs of his Ihip were going on, 
furveyed the two adjoining harbours of Broken Bay and Botany Bay ; 
and corredl charts were thus obtained of thefc two harbours, fo ad- 
mirably fituated with relation to Port Jackfon. 

The natives, who had for fome time part given very little interrup- 
tion, toward the end of the month attacked Henry Hacking, one of the 
quarter-mafters of the Sirius, who, being reckoned a good fhot, was 
allowed to fhoot for the officers and Ihip’s company. His account 
was, that, being in the woods, a Hone was thrown at him from one of 
two natives whom he perceived behind him, and that on looking 
about he found difperfed among the trees a number that could not be 
lefs than forty. Wifhing to intimidate them, he feveral times only 
prelentcd his piece toward them ; but, finding that they followed him, 
he at laft gave them the contents, w hich happened to be fmall Ihot for 
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birds. Thefe he replaced with buckfhot, and got rid of bis trouble- 
fome and defigning followers by difeharging his piece a fccond time. 
They all made off ; but Ibme of them Ilumbling as they ran, he appre- 
hended they had been wounded. This account met with more credit 
than could ufually be allowed to fuch tales, as the perfon who gave it 
was held in great edimation by the officers of his fhip both as a man 
and as a feaman. 

Mr. Palmer, the purfer of the Sirius, having occafion to cut timber 
in a cove down the harbour, was vifited by fome natives, who took an 
opportunity of concealing two of his axes in the bufhes. On his 
miffing the implements, the natives went off in fome confternation, 
leaving two children behind them, whom Mr. Palmer detained, and 
would have brought up to the fettleinent,- had not their friends ran- 
fomed them with the property that had been ftolen. 

At Rofe Hill, where the corn promifed well, an Emu had been 
killed, which flood feven feet high, was a female, and when opened 
was found to contain exadly fifty eggs. 

Odlober.] The launch that was begun in May lafl by the carpenter 
of the Supply, being completed, was put into the water the 5th of 
Odober. From the quantity of wood ufed in her conftrudtion flie ap- 
peared to be a mere bed of timber, and, when launched, was named 
by the conviffs, with an happinefs that is fometimes vifible in the allu- 
fions of the lower order of people. The Rofe Hill Packet *. She was 
very foon employed in tranfporting provifions to Rofe Hill, and going 
up with the tide of flood, at the top of high water, paffed very well 
over the flats at the upper part of the harbour. 

Our enemies the rata, who ^worked unfecn, and attacked os where 
we were moll vulnerable, being again oblerved in numbers about the 
provifion ftore, the commiffary caufed the provifions to be moved out 
of one ilore into another ; for, alas ! at this period they could be all 
contained in one. Thefe pernicious vermin were found to be very 
eumeroua, and the damage they had done much greater than the flate ' 
of our ilores would admit. Eight calks of flour were at one time 

* She wa> afteTwar<ls generalljr known by the name of The Lump, a word more 
Eriftly applying to her Cze and conftiuAioD. 
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found wholly deftroyed. From the ftorc, fuch as efcapcd the hunger 
of the different dogs that were turned loofe upon them flew to the 
gardens of individuals, where they rioted upon the Indian corn which 
was growing, and did conftderable mifchief. 

The prefence of a captain being no longer deemed neceffary at Rofe 
Hill, the military guard there for the protection of the ftores was re- 
duced to a fubaltern officer, and a proportionate number of privates. 
Mr. Dodd, who had for fome time been authorized by the governor to 
in did); corporal punifliment on the conviCls for idlenefs, rioting, or 
other mifdemeanors, had obtained fuch an influence over them, that 
military coercion was not fo neceffary as when the fettlement was firft 
eflabliflied. Of this perfon, the officers who had been on duty at Rofe 
Hill from time to time gave the moll favourable reports, fpeaking of 
him as one in every refpeCt qualified to execute the truft which had 
been repofed in him by the governor. 

During this month a gang of conviCts were employed at Sydney in 
forming a convenient road from the hofpital to the magazine and ob- 
fervatory on the point ; and a fmall hut, for the reception of a corpo- 
ral’s guard at the hofpital, was ereded. 

Of the few people who died in October, (one foldier, three women, 
and one child,) one was an unhappy woman who had been fent on 
board in a Hate of infanity, and who had remained in that condition 
tAitil the day of her death ; fhe and another of the three women died 
in child-bed ; and the foldier was carried off by a diforder which he 
brought with him into the country. Thefe circumftances tended to 
eflablifh the good opinion which was at firft formed of the falubrity of 
the climate of New South Wales. 

November.] This month opened with a ferious, but prudent and 
neceflary alteration in our provifions. 'The ration which had hitherto 
been iffued was, on the firft of the month, reduced to two thirds of 
every fpecies, fpirits excepted, which continued as ufual. This mea- 
fiire was calculated to guard againft accidents ; and the ncccffity of it 
was obvious to every one, from the great uncertainty as to the time 
when a fupply might arrive from England, and from the Ioffes 
which had been and ftill were occafioned by rats in the provifion ftore. 
Two years provifions were landed with us in the colony: we had 
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been within two months of that time difembarked, and the public 
ftore had been aided only by a finall furplus of the provifions which 
remained of what had been furnilhcd by the contraflor for the paflag^e, 
and the fupply of four months flour which had been received by the 
Sirius from the Cape of Good Hope. All this did not produce fuch. 
an abundance as would juftlfy any longer -continuance of the full 
ration ; and although it was reafonable to fuppofe, as we had not hi- 
therto received any fupplies, that (hips would arrive before our prefent 
ftock was exhaufted ; yet, if the period of diftrefs Ihould ever arrive, 
the confeioufnefs that we had early forefeen and ftrove to guard againfl: 
its arrival would certainly foften the bitternefs of our reflcdlions ; and, 
guarding thus againfl the worfl, that worfl providentially might never 
happen. The governor, whofe humanity was at all times confpi- 
cuous, diredted that no alteration fliould be made in the ration to be 
iflued to the women. They were already upon two thirds of the man’s 
allowance ; and many of them either had children who could very 
well have eaten their own and part of the mother’s ration, or they 
had children at the breaft ; and although they did not labour, yet 
their appetites were never fo delicate as to have found the full ration 
too much, had it been' iflued to them. The like redudlion was en- 
forced afloat as well as on fhore, tlie fhips’ companies of the Sirius 
and Supply being put to two thirds of the allowance ufually iflfued to 
the king’s Ihips. This, as a dedudion of the eighths allowed by 
cuflom to the purfer was made from their ration, was fomewhat left 
than what was to be iflued in the fettlement. 

Thus opened the month of November in this iettletoent ; where, 
though we had not the accompanying gloom and vapour of our own 
climate to render it terrific to our minds, yet we had that before us, 
in the midfl of all our funfliine, which gave it the complexion of the 
true November fo inimical to our countrymen. 

It was foon obferved, that of the provifions ilTued at this ration 
on the Saturday the major part of the convifts had none left on the 
Tuefday night ; it was therefore ordered, that the provifions ihould 
be ferved in future on the Saturdays and 'Wednefdays. By thefe 
means, the days which would otherwife pafs in hunger, or in thieving 
from the few who were more provident, would be divided, and the 
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people themfclves be more able to perform the labour which was 
re<|uired from them. Overfeers and married men were aot included 
in this order. 

On the 7th Captain Hunter brought the Sirius intb the cove com- 
pletely repaired. She had been ftrengthened with riders placed within 
board, her copper had been carefully examined, and flic was now in 
every refpeCt fit for fea. Previous to her quitting the careening cove, 
Mr. Hill, one of the maftcr's mates, having had fome bufmefs at 
Sydney, was landed on his return early in the morning on the north 
fliorc, oppofitc Sydney Cove, from whence the walk to the fliip was 
fliort ; but he was never afterwards heard of. Parties were fent day 
after day in iiucft of him for fevcral days. Guns were fired from the 
Sirius every four hours, night and day, but all to no efle£I. He had 
met with fome fatal accident, which deprived a wife of the pleafurable 
profpefl: of ever feeing him return to her and to his friends. He had 
once before inifled his way; and it was reported, when his lofs was 
confirmed, that he declared on the fatal morning, when flepping out 
of the boat, that he c.xpeded to lofe himfelf again for a day or two. 
His conjeflure was more than confirmed ; he loft himfelf for ever, and 
thus added one to the number of thofc unfortunate perfons who had 
periflied in the woods of this country. 

On the 1 1 th the Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland, having on board 
provifions and fi.x male and eight female coaviQs for that colony. She 
was to flop at Lord Howe Ifland, to endeavour to procure turtle for 
this fettlement ; a fupply of wliich, in its prefent fituation, would have 
been welcomed, not as a luxury, but as a ncceflitry of life. 

The night-watch was found of infinite utility. The commifEon of 
crimes, fince their inftitution, bad been evidently Icfs frequent, and they 
were inftrumental in bringing forward for punifhment feveral offenders 
who would otherwife have efcaped. The fear and dc-teftation in which 
they were held by their fellow-pn Toners was one proof of their affiduiry 
in fcarching for offences and in bringing them to light ; and it poflibly 
•night have been afferted with truth, that many ftreets in the metro- 
polis of London were not fo well guarded and watched as the fraall, but 
fifing town of Sydney, in New South Wales. 

By 
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By their adtivity, a woman (a female convidt of the name of Ann 
Davis alias Judith Jones) was apprehended for breaking into the houfe 
of Robert Sidaway (a convidi) in the day-time, and ftealing feveral 
articles of wearing apparel thereout. The criminal court being aflem- 
bled, (he was tried and found guilty. On receiving fentence to die, 
(he pleaded being quick with child ; but twelve of the difcrceteft 
women among the con'.'idls, all of whom had been mothers of childreni 
being impanelled as a jury of matrons, they pronounced that (he was 
not pregnant ; on which (he was executed the Monday following, 
acknowledging at that fatal moment which generally gives birth and 
utterance to truth, that (he was about to fuffer juftly, and that an 
attempt which (he made, when put on her defence, to criminate 
another perfon, (a woman whofe charadter was fo notorious that (lie 
hoped to eftablifli her own credit and innocence upon her infamy,) as 
well as her plea of pregnancy, were advanced merely for the purpofe 
of faving her life. She died generally reviled and unpitied by the 
people of her own defeription. 

The fummer was obferved to be the chief feafon of fi(h. A filhing- 
boat belonging to the colony had fo many filh in the feine, that had it 
not burft at the moment of landing, it was imagined that a fufhciency 
would have been taken to have ferved the fettlement for a day ; as it 
was, a very confiderable quantity was brought in ; and not long after a 
boat belonging to the Sirius caught feven-and-forty of the large fi(h 
which obtained among us the apipellation of Light Horfe Men, from the 
peculiar conformation of the bone of the head, which gave the filh the 
appearance of having on a light-horfe-man’s helmet. 

The governor, after the death of [the native who was carried off by 
the fmall-pox in May laft, never had loft fight of a determination to 
procure another the firft favourable opportunity. A boat had feveral 
times gone down the harbour for that purpofe ; but without fucceed- 
ing, until the 25th of this month, when the firft lieutenant of the 
Sirius, accompanied by the mafter, fortunately fecured two natives, 
both men, and brought them up to the fettlement without any ac- 
cident. Being well known to the children, tlmough their means every 
affurance was given them of their perfedt fafety in our poffeffion. 

They 


Digitized by 


NovEMBEa.] IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 87 

They were taken up to the governor’s, the .place intended for their 
future refidence, where fuch reftraint was laid upon their perfons as 
was judged requifite for their fecurity. 

The alTurancis of fafety which were given them, and the fteps which 
were taken to keep them in a Rate of fecurity, were not perfedlly fatif- 
fadlory to the elder of the two ; and he fecretly determined to take the 
firft opportunity which offered of giving his attendants no further 
trouble upon his account. The negligence of his keeper very foon 
gave him the opportunity he defired ; and he made his efcape, taking 
with him into the woods the fetter which had been rivetted to his 
ancle, and which every one, who knew the circumftance, imagined he 
would never be able to remove. His companion would have joined 
him in his flight, but fear detained him a few minutes too late, and he 
was feized while tremblingly alive to the joyful profpeft of efcaping. 

During the month of November a brick houfe was begun on the eaft 
fide of the cove for the judge-advocate. The huts which were got up 
on our firft landing were flight and temporary ; every ftiower of rain 
wafhed a portion of the clay from between the interftices of the cab- 
bage-tree of which they were eonftrufted ; their covering was never 
light ; their fizc was neceffarily fmall and inconvenient ; and although 
we had not hitherto been fo fortunate as to difcover lime-ftone any 
where near the fettlement, yet to occupy a brick houfe put together 
with mortar formed of the clay of the country, and covered with tiles, 
became, in point of comparative comfort and convenience, an objeft 
of fome importance. 

December.] Among the various bufinefs which came before the ma- 
giftrates at their weekly meetings, was one which occupied much of their 
time and attention. The convicts who were employed about the provi-' 
fion ftore informed the commiffary, by letter, that from certain circum- 
ftances, they had reafon to accufe Mr. Zachariah Clark, his afliftant, 
of embezzling the public provifions. A complaint of fuch a nature, as 
well on account of its importance to the fettlement, as of its confe- 
quence to the perfon accufed, called for an immediate enquiry ; and 
the judge-advocate and Captain Hunter loft no time in bringing for- 
ward the neceffary inveftigation. The convifis charged Mr. Clark 
with having made at different limes, and applied to his own ufe, a 
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confidcrable over-draught of every fpecies of provifions, and of the 
liquor which was in (lore. A dread of thcfe circuniftances being one 
day difcovered by others, when the blame of concealment might in- 
volve them in a fufpicion of participation, induced them to ftep for- 
ward with the charge. The fufpidous appearances, however, were 
accounted for by Mr. Clark much to the fatisfadlion of the magiftrates 
under whofe condderation they came. He dated, that expeding to 
be employed in this country, he had brought out with him laige 
quantities of provifions, wine, rum, draught and bottled porter, all of 
which he generally kept at the dorc ; that when parties have applied 
to him for provifions or fpirits at an liour when the dore w'as diut, he 
had frequently fupplied them from his own cafe, or dock which he 
had for prefent ufe in his tent or in his houfe, and afterwards repaid 
himfelf from the dore ; and that being ill with the feurvy for feveral 
months after his arrival, he did not ufe any fait provifions, which gave 
him a confidcrable credit for fuch articles at the dore : from all which 
circumdances the convi£ls who accufed him might, as they were un- 
known to them, be induced to imagine that he was taking up more 
than his ration from time to time. 

With Mr. Clark’s ample and public acquittal from this accufation, a 
commendation equally public was given to the convifts, who, noticing 
the apparent over-draught of fpirits and provifions, and ignorant at the 
lame time of the caufes which occafioned it, had taken meafures to 
have it explained. 

From the peculiarity of our fituation, there was a fort of facrednefs 
about our ftore ; and its prefervatlon pure and undedled was deemed 
as necedary as the chadlty of Caefar’s wife. With us, it would not 
bear even fufpicion. 

In the courfe of this month the harved was got in ; the ground in 
cultivation at Rofe Hill produced upwards of two hundred bulhels of 
wheat, about thirty-dve bulhels of barley, and a fmall quantity of 
oats and Indian com ; all of which was intended to be referved for 
feed. At Sydney, the fpot of ground called the Governor’s Farm had 
been fown only with barley, and produced about twenty-five bulhels. 

A knowledge of the interior parts of this extenfive country was 
anxioufly defiled by every one ; but the difficulty of attaining it, and 
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the various empIoyTTicnts in which we had all been neceflarily engaged, 
had hitherto prevented any material refcarches being m.ide. The go- 
vernor had penetrated to the wellward as far as Richmond Hill, perhaps 
between fifty and fixty miles inland ; but beyOnd that diflance all was 
a blank. Early in this month Lieutenant Dawes with a fmall partv, 
taking with them juft as much provifions as they could conveniently 
carry, fet off on an attempt to teach the weftern mountains by and 
from the banks of the frefli \vater river, firft feen, fome time fince, by 
Captain Tench, and fuppofed to be a branch of the Hawkefbury. 
From this excurfion he returned on the ninth day, without accom- 
plifhing his defign, meeting with nothing, after quitting the river, but 
ravines that were nearly inacceffible. He had, notvvithftanding the 
danger and difliculty of getting on through fuch a country, reached 
within elaven miles of the mountains, by computation. During his 
toilfome march he met with nothing very remarkable, e.xeept the im- 
preflions of the cloven feet of an animal differing from other cloven 
feet by the great width of the divifion in each. He was not fortunate 
enough to fee the animal that had made them. 

In this journey Lieutenant Dawes’s line of march, unfortun.itcly and 
unplcafantly for him, happened to lie, nearly from his fetting out, 
acrofs a line of high and flecp rocky precipices, which required much 
caution in defeending, as well as labour in alcending. Perhaps an 
open country, which might have led him readily and conveniently to 
the point he propofed to attain, was lying at no great diflance from 
him eitlier to his right or left. To feck for that, however, might have 
required more time than his flock of provifions would have admitted; 
and he was compelled to return through the fame unprofitable country 
which he had palfed. 

On the 2 1 ft, between ten and eleven o’clock at night, the Supply 
returned from Norfolk Ifland, having been abfent fix weeks within a 
day. From thence Lieutenant King wrote that he expedled his harveft 
would produce from four to fix months flour for all his inhabitants, 
exclufive of a referve of double feed for twenty acres of ground. 
Befide this promifing appearance, he had ten acres in cultivation with 
Indian corn, which looked very well. His gardens had fuffered much 
by the grub-worm and from a want of rain, of which they had had 
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fcarccly any fince the 23d of September latt. The ground which was 
cleared for the rrown amounted to about twenty-eight acres, and he 
was buficd in preparations for building a redoubt on an eminence 
named by him Mount George. 

The Supply, in her vifit at Lord Howe Ifland, turned eighteen 
turtle ; feveral of which unluckily dying before fhe reached Norfolk 
Illand, (he could leave only four there, and but three furvived the 
fhort voyage thence to this place. 

Several thefts having been lately committed by the convids, and the 
offenders difeovered by the vigilance of the members of our new police, 
feveral of them were tried before the criminal court of judicature. 
Csefar the black, whofe fituation on Garden Illand had been fomc time 
back rendered more eligible, by being permitted to work without irons, 
found means to make his efcape, with a mind infenfiblc alike to kind- 
nefs and to punilhment, taking with him a canoe which lay there for 
the convenience of the other people employed on the illand, together 
with a week’s provifions belonging to them ; and in a vifit which he 
made them a few nights after in his canoe, he took off an iron pot, a 
mulket, and fome ammunition. 

The working convidls at Sydney had lately been principally em- 
ployed in conftruSing two convenient kitchens and ovens for the ufe 
of the detachment, adjoining to the quarters ; building a houfe for the 
judge-advocate ; forming roads either in or leading to the town ; and 
removing the provifions from the old thatched ftorehoufe to that in the 
marine quarters, which, by being covered in with tiles, was not fo 
liable to an accident by fire, nor likely to prove fo great an harbour 
for rats, to guard againft whom it had become neceffary to take as 
many precautions as againff any other enemy. They, however, in de- 
fiance of every care which was taken to Ihut them out, when the pro- 
vifions were removed, found means, by working under ground, to get 
in ; and as it was now a matter of much moment to preferve every 
ounce of provifions that belonged to us, they were all taken out, and 
re-ftowed with an attention fuitable to their important value. 

At Rofe Hill, where as yet there was not any night-watch efta- 
blilhcd, petty thefts and depredations were frequently committed, par- 
ticularly on the whe.'it as it ripened. The bakehoufe alfo was robbed 
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of a quantity of flour by a perfon unknown. Thefe offences were 
generally attributed to the redudlion which had taken place in the 
ration of provifions ; and every one dreaded how much the commiffion 
of them might be increafed, if accident or delay fliould render a dill 
greater redudlion neceflary. 

Mr. Dodd, the fuperintendant at that fettlement, a few days before 
Chriftmas, cut and fent down a cabbage which weighed fix-and-twenty 
pounds. The other vegetable productions of his garden, wliich was 
by no means a rich mould, were plentiful and luxuriant. 

Some people who had been out ■with a gun from Rofe HHi brought 
in with them, on their return, a tinder-box, to which chance conducted 
them in a thick brufh diflinguifhed by the name of the New Brufh, 
about fix miles from the fettlement. This article was known to have 
belonged to the two unfortunate foldicrs who had been unaccounted 
for fmee laft April, and who, in great probability, found there a mifer- 
ablc period to their cxiftcnce. They alfo picked up in the fame brufli 
a piece of linen, faid to have formed part of a petticoat which be- 
longed to Anne Smith, a female conviCl who abfeonded a few days 
after our landing in the country. This might have been carried 
thither and dropped by fome natives in their way through the brufh ; 
but it gave a ftrong colour to the fuppofition of her having likewife 
perifhed, by fome means or other, in the woods. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A CONVICT MADE A PREE SETTLER. — A PLEASING DELUSION. — EXTRAOR- 
DINARY SUPPLY OF FISH.— CAi ear’s N.ARRAT1VE. ANOTHER CONVICT 

WOUNDED BY THE NATIVES.— THE SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK 
ISLAND. — A LARGE NUMBER OF SETTLERS SENT THITHER ON BOARD THE 
SIRIUS .AND SUPPLY. HEAVY RAINS. — SCARCITY OF PROVISIONS INCREAS- 

ING IN AN ALARMING DECREE. — LIEUTENANT MAXWELL’s IN-S.-ANITY.— 
NEWS BROUGHT OF THE LOSS OF THE SIRIUS. — ALLOWANCE OF PROVISIONS 

STILL FURTHER REDUCED. THE SUPPLY SENT TO BATAVIA FOR RELIEF. 

ROBBERIES FREQIIENT AND DARINO. -AN OLD MAN DIES OF HUNGER.- 

ROSE HILL. — SALT AND FISHING-LINES MADE. THE NATIVE ESCAPES.— 

TRANSACTIONS. 

January, 1790.] KaRLY In the new year the Supply Imicd again 
for Norfolk Ifland svith twenty-two male and two female conviQs, and 
one child ; Lieutenant King having in his laft letters intimated, that 
he could very well find employment for a greater number of people 
than he then had under his orders. With thofe convidls. and fome 
Aorcs Aie failed on the 7th, and on her return was to touch at Lord 
Howe lAand to procure turtle. 

Of the convidts the period of whofe fentences of tranfportation had 
expired, and of whom mention was made in the tranfadlions of July 
laA, one, who fignified a wifli of becoming a fcttler, had been fent up 
to Rofc Hill by the governor ; where his c.vcellcncy, having only waited 
to learn with certainty that he had become a free man before he gave 
him a grant of land, caufed two acres of ground to be cleared of the 
timber which Aood on them, and a fmall hut to be built for him. 
This man had been bred to the bufinefs of a farmer, and during his 
refidence in this country had fliewn a Arong inclination to be induAri- 
ous, and to return to honcA habits and purfuits. Rewarding him, 
therefore, was but hohling out encouragement to fuch good difpo- 
fitions. The governor had, however, another objedl in. view, befide a 
•wifli to hold him up as a deferving chara^er: he was defirous of 
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trying, by his means, in what time an induftrious a£live man, with 
certain afliftancc, would be enabled to fupport himfelf in this country 
as a fcttler ; and for that purpol'c, in addition to what he caufed to be 
done for him at firft, he furnilhed him with the tools and implements 
of hufbandry neceflary for cultivating his ground, with a proportion of 
grain to fow it, and a fmall quantity of live ftock to begin with. He 
took ponefTion of his ground the 21ft of November 1789, and under 
fome difadvantages. An opinion had prevailed, and had been pretty 
generally dincminated, that a man could not live in this country ; and 
in addition to this difeouragement, although he ftill received a ration 
from the public (lore, yet it was not a ration that bore any proportion 
to the labour which his fituation required from him. The man him- 
felf, however, refolved to be induftrious, and to furmount as well as 
he was able whatever dilhculties might lie in his way. 

The flour which had been brought from England did not ferve 
much beyond the beginning of this month, and that imported from 
the Cape now fupplied its place. Every one began to look forward 
with much anxiety to the arrival of fupplics from England ; and as it 
was reafonable to conclude that every day might bring them on the 
coaft. Captain Hunter, accompanied by Mr. Worgan, the furgeon of 
the Sirius, and Mr. White, with fix or eight feamcn, having chofen 
a fpot proper for their purpofe, creded a flagftaff on the fouth head of 
this harbour, whence, on the appearance of a (hip in the offing, a 
fignal might be made, as well to convey the wilhed-for information 
to the fettlemcnt, as to ferve as a mark for the (Iranger. An hut 
was built for their accommodation, and this little ellablilhment was 
of fuch importance, that our walks were daily diredled to a fpot 
whence it could he feen ; thus fondly indulging the dclufion, that 
the very circumflance of looking out for a fail would bring one into 
view. 

A fufficient quantity of fifh having been taken one night in this 
month, to admit the ferving of two pounds to each man, woman, 
and child belonging to the detachment, the governor direded, that a 
boat (hould in future be employed three times in the week to fifh for 
the public ; and that the whole quantity caught (hould be KTued at the 
above rate to every perfon in turn. This allowance was in addition 
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to the ration of provifions ; and was received with much fatlsfaQIon 
fevcral times during the month. 

Csfar, after his cfcape from and fubfcquent vifit at Garden Ifland, 
found his way up to Rofc Hill, whence he was brought on the 30th, 
very much wounded by fome n.itlves whom he had met with in the 
w'oods. Being fearful of fevcre puiiifliment for fome of his late 
offences, he reported, on being brought in, that he had fallen in with 
our cattle which had been fo long loft ; that they were .increafed by 
two calves ; that they feemed to be under the care of eight or ten 
natives, who attended them clofcly while they grazed ; and that, on 
his attempting to drive the cattle before him, he was wounded by 
another party of the natives. The circumftance of his being wounded 
was the only part of his ftory that met with any credit, and that could 
nr»t well be contradi(fted, as he liad feveral fpear wounds about him in 
different parts of his body ; but every thing elfe was looked upon as 
a fabrication (and that not well contrived) to avert the lafli which he 
knew hung over him. He was well known to have as fmall a lliare of 
veracity as of honefty. His wounds however requiring care and 
reft, he was fecured, and placed under the furgeon’s care at the 
bofpital. 

Information was alfo received at this time from Rofe Hill, that a 
conviA who had been employed to ftrike the fting ray, with another, 
on the flats, having gone on Ihore, engaged in fome quarrel with the 
natives, who took all his clothes from him, feverely wounded, and 
would inevitably have killed him, but for the humane, friendly, and 
difmterefted interference of one of their own women, who happened 
to be prefent.’ This accident, and many others of the fame nature, 
could not have happened, had the orders which he had received, not 
to land upon any account, been attended to. 

The bricklayers, having finilhed the judge-advocate’s houfe, were 
employed in building a difpenfary on the weft fide contiguous to the 
bofpital, the medicines and chirurgical inftruments being much ex- 
pofed to damps in the place where they had hitherto been neceffarily 
kept. 

Garden robberies were frequent, notwithftandlng the utmoft care 
and vigilance were exerted to prevent them. A rainy tempeftuous 
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night always afTorded a cloak for the thief, and was generally followed 
in the morning by fome one complaining of his or her garden having 
been ftripped of all its produce. 

February.] The firft iignal from the flagftaff at the fouth head was 
difplayed on the loth of February; and though every imagination 
firft turned toward the expelled ftranger, yet happening about the 
time at which the Supply was expeded from Norfolk liland, conjec- 
ture foon fixed on the right objed ; and the temporary fufpence was 
put an end to, by word being brought up to the fettlement, that the 
Supply, unable to get into Port Jackfon, had borne up for Botany Bay, 
in which harbour llic anchored in the dulk of the evening. The next 
morning the letters which (he had brought were received. Lieutenant 
King wrote, that his people continued healthy, and his fettlement went 
on well. His wheat had returned twenty fold, notwithftanding he had 
had much dry weather. He had relinquilhed his intention of throwing 
up a redoubt on Mount George ; but, inftead of that work, had em- 
ployed his people in conftruding a ftoccade of piles round his houfe, 
inclofing an oblong fquare of one hundred feet by one hundred and 
forty, within which he purpofed eredling ftorehoufes, and a barrack 
for the military. He ftated, that the conviiSs under his orders had in 
general very good gardens, and that many of them would have a very 
large produce of Indian corn. 

The Supply having in her way to Norfolk Ifland touched at Lord 
Howe Ifland, Lieutenant Ball left the gunner and a fmall party to turn 
turtle, but they met with no fuccefs ; fo that no depcndance was to be 
placed on that ifland for any material relief. The gunner examined the 
ifland, and found frelh water in cavities, but not in any current. 

The Supply could not get round from Botany Bay until the I2th, 
when Ihe came to anchor in the cove, whence Ihe had been abfeni 
juft five weeks. 

Lieutenant King having conftantly written in high terms of the rich- 
nefs of the foil of Norfolk Ifland, the governor, on comparing the 
fituation of the convids there and in tliis fettlement, where their gar- 
dens had not that fertility to boaft of, and where the ration from the 
ftore was with too many haftily devoured, and with moft derived but 
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an uncertain and fcanty aid from any other fource, determined, and 
about the middle of the month announced his determination, to detach 
thither a large body of conviiSs, male and female, together with two 
companies of the marines. Some immediate advantages were expeOed 
to be derived from this meafure ; the garden ground that would be left 
by thofe who embarked -would be poflefl'ed by thofe who remained, 
while the former would inftantly on their arrival at Norfolk Illand 
participate in the produce of luxuriant gardens, in a more conftant 
fupply of filh, and in the afliftance that was occafioaally obtained from 
the birds which fettled on Mount Pitt. 

At the fame time that this intention was made public, the day of 
their departure was fixed. The whole were to embark on board the 
Sirius and the Supply in the beginning of the following month, and 
were, if no fhip arrived from England to prevent them, to fail on the 
5th. Should, unfortunately, the ncccfllty of adopting the meafure 
then exift, the Sirius was to proceed to China dircdly fiom Norfolk 
Ifland to procure a fupply of firovifions for the colony. China was 
chofen, under an idea that fait provifions were to be obtained there, 
and that it was preferable to fending to any of the iflands in thofe feas, 
or to the Cape of Good Hope at this feafon of the year, when the 
Sirius and her crew would have had to encounter the cold and boifte- 
rous weather of a winter’s paflage thither. 

As the numbers on Norfolk Illand would be confiderably increafed 
by the arrival of this detachment from hence, the governor judged the 
prefence of Major Rofs ncccfl’ary there, as lieutenant-governor of the 
territory. Lieutenant King was to be recalled and return to this fet- 
tlement. 

Preparations were immediately fet on foot for the embarkation of the 
marines and other perfons who were to quit this colony. It had been 
a part of the firft determinations on this bufinefs, that the Sirius 
fhould, as I have mentioned, proceed dlredly from Norfolk Illand on 
her voyage to China ; but Captain Hunter having reprefented the abfo- 
lute nece/fity he Ihould be under of touching fomewhcrc to wood and 
water, owing to the numbers he Ihould have on board, that idea was 
given up, and Captain Hunter was diicdcd to return with the Sirius 
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to tills port for the above purpofes of wooding and watering. An ad- 
ditional reafon offered itfelf to influence this determination ; it was 
hoped, that before fhe could return, the arrival of the expedted fupplies 
would have rendered the voyage altogether unncccffary ; and it was 
but reafonable to fuppofe that this would happen. The governor had, 
in all his difp.atches, uniformly declared the ftrong nccellity there was 
of having at lead; two years provifions in ftore for foine time to come ; 
and as this information, together witli an exadt acdount of the fituation 
of the colony, had been tranfmitted by fevcn different conveyances, 
if only one had arrived fafe, it could not reafonably be doubted that 
fupplies would be immediately difpatched. From the length of time 
too which had elapfed fincc the departure of the lad fliips * that failed 
from hence diredl for England, (full fifteen months,) it was as rcafon- 
able to fuppofe that they might arrive within the time that the Sirius 
would be abfent. 

The month paffed in the arrangements and preparations requifite on 
this occafion, to which the weather was extremely unfavourable, heavy 
rains, with gales of wind, prevailing nearly the whole time. The 
rain came down in torrents, filling up every trench and cavity which 
had been dug about the fettlement, and caufing much damage to the 
miferable mud tenements which were occupied by the convidls. By 
thefe rains, a pit which had been dug for the purpofe of procuring 
clay to plaider the walls of a hut, was filled with water ; and a boy 
upwards of two years of age, belonging to one of the female convids, 
falling into it, was drowned. Tlie furgeons tried, but without fuccefs, 
to fave his life, ufing the methods pradlifed by the Humane Society. 
Yet bad as the weather was, feveral gardens were robbed, and, as at 
this time they abounded with melons and pumpkins, they became the 
objedls of depredation in common with other produdfions of the 
garden. 

A brick building, fifty-nine feet in front, defigned for a guard-houfe, 
of which the foundation had been laid a few days before the heavy 
rains commenced, fuffered much by their continuance. The fituation 

• The GoUen Grove and the Fidiburn failed from this port the i pth of November 
1788, intending to make their paflage round by Cape Horn, to which the feafon was 
mod favourable. 
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of thii building was on the eaft fide of the cove, at the upper part, 
contiguous to the bridge over the run of water, and convenient for 
detaching afliftancc to any part of the place where it might be re- 
quifite. 

On the I ft of March a redudion in the allowance of fpirits took 
place ; the half pint per diem, which had hitherto been ifllied to 
each man who was entitled to receive it, was to be dlfcontinued, and 
only the half of tha{ allowance ferved. Thus was the gradual decrcafc 
in our ftores followed by a diminution of our daily comforts and 
neceflarics. 

One immediate confequence, and that an evil one, was the effed of 
the intended embarkation for Norfolk Ifland. It being found that great 
quantities of ftock were killed, an order was immediately given to 
prevent the further deftrudion of an article fo eflential in our prefent 
fituation, until fome neceflary regulations could be publilhed ; but the 
olBcers and people who were about to embark were not included in 
tills prohibition. I’he mention of future regulations in this order in- 
ftantly begat an opinion among the convids, that on the departure of 
the (hips all the live ftock in the colony would be called in, or that 
the owners would be deprived of the benefits which might refult from 
the poffellion of it. Under colour, therefore, of its belonging to 
thofe who were exempted in the late order, nearly all the ftock in the 
fettlement was in the courfc of a few nights deftroyed ; a wound being 
thereby given to the independence of the colony that could not cafily 
be falved, and whofe injurious effeds time and much attention alone 
could remove. 

The e.xpeded fupplies not having arrived, on the 3d, the two com- 
panies of marines with their officers and the colours of the corps em- 
barked on board the Sirius and the Supply. With them alfo embarked 
the lieutenant-governor, and Mr. Confiden the fenior affiftant furgeon 
of the fettlement. On the day following, one hundred and fi.vtecn 
male and fi.xty-eight female convids, with twenty-feven children, were 
put on board ; among the male convlds the governor had fent the 
troublefome and incorrigible Cccfar, on whom he had beftowed a par- 
don. With thefe alfo was lent, though of a very different dcfcripiion, 
a perfon whole e.xemplary condud had raifed him from the fituation 
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of a convidt to tlic privileges of a free man. John Irving liad fince 
our landing in the country been employed as an alTiftant at the hofpital. 
He was bred a furgeon, and in no indance whatever, fmee the com- 
mifllon of the offence for which he was tranfported, had he given caufe 
of complaint. He was now fent to Norfolk Ifland, to a£k as an 
affidant to the medical gentlemen there. 

On the 5th the Sirius and the Supply left the cove, but did not get 
to fea until the following day, when at the clofe of the evening they 
were fcarcely to be difeerned from the fouth head. At the little pod 
at this place Captain Hunter left the gunner, a middiipman, and fix 
of the Sirius’s people. Mr. Maxwell, one of her lieutenants, having 
been for a confiderable time pad in a melancholy and declining way, 
and his diforder pronounced by the furgeons to be infanity, he was 
difeharged from the fliip, and had taken up his rcfidence on diorc 
under the care of the furgeon, with proper people who were left from 
the Ihip to attend him. This was the fecond officer whofe fituation 
in the Sirius it became neceffary to h.ave filled. Lieutenant King, the 
commandant of Norfolk Ifland, had for fome time been difeharged 
from the fhip’s books ; and Mr. Newton Fowell, a young gentleman 
of the Sirius’s quarter-deck, being deemed well qualified, was ap- 
pointed by the governor (as the naval commanding officer) to fucceed 
him. To fill the vacancy occafioned by Mr. Maxwell’s unfortunate 
ftate of health, Mr. Henry Waterhoufe, a young gentleman of pro- 
mifing abilities, was taken from the quarter-deck. Doth thefe appoint- 
ments were to wait the confirmation of the lords commiffioners of the 
admiralty. 

Immediately afler the departure of thefe Ihips, the governor dire£lcd 
his attention to the regulation of the people who were left at Sydney, 
and to the prefervation of the flock in the colony. For thefe purpofes, 
he himfelf vifited the different huts and gardens whofe tenants had juft 
quitted them, diftributing them to fuch conviils as were cither in 
mifcrable hovels, or without any ffielter at all. It was true, that by 
this •rrangemeiit the idle found themfelves provided for by the labour 
of many who had been induftrious j but they were at the fame time 
affured, that unlcfs they kept in good cultivation the gardens which 
they were allowed to poffefs, they would be turned out from the 
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comforts of a good hut, to live under a rock or a tree. That they 
might have time for this purpofe, th« afternoon of Wednefday and the 
whole of Saturday in each week were given to them. Much room 
was made every where by the numbers who had embarked (in all two 
hundred and eighty-one perfons) ; the military quarters had a deferted 
afpedt ; and the whole fettlement appreared as if famine had already 
thinned it of half its numbers. The little fociety that was in die place 
was broken up, and every man feemed left to brood in folitary filence 
over the dreary profpedl before him. 

With refpedl to the dock, his excellency direded, that no hogs 
under three months old (hould be killed, nor were any to be butch- 
ered without information being firft given at head-quarters. 

Thofe who bred poultry were left at liberty to difpofe of it in fuch 
manner as they thought proper ; and the commilTary was direded to 
purchafe for the ufe of the hofpital fuch live (lock as the owners were 
defirous of felling, complying with the above regulations, and receiv- 
ing one {hilling a pound as the price. 

Some provifions which yet remained in the old large thatched ftore 
' were removed for greater fecurity into the ftore in the marine quarters. 
It was ftrongly fufpeded, that an attempt Iiad been made to obtain 
fome part of thefe provifions in the night ; and fome convids were 
examined before the judge-advocate on fufpicion of having taken 
fome flour from the ftore ; but nothing appeared that could materially 
afiied them. The provifions, when all colleded together under one 
roof and into one view, aSbrded but a melancholy refledion, — it was 
well that we had even them. 

On the 27th of the month, the long-expeded fignal not having been 
difplayed, it became neceffary to put the colony upon a ftill (horter 
ration of provifions. It was a painful but a necelTary duty. The 
governor direded that the provifions fhould in future be ferved daily ; 
for which purpofe the ftore was to be opened from one to three in the 
afternoon. The ration for the week was to confift of 
’ Four pounds of flour, ^ 

Two pounds and a half of pork, and 
One pound and a half of rice ; 

and 
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and thefe were to be ilTued to every perfon in the fettlement without 
diftindtion ; but as the public labour muft naturally be afl'edlcd by this 
reduflion, the working hours were in future to be from fun-rife, with 
a fmall interval for brcakfaft, until one o’clock : the afternoons were 
to be allowed the people to receive their provifions and work in their 
gardens. Thefe alterations in the ration and in the hours of labour, 
however, were not to commence until the ift of the following montht 

At Role Hill fimilar regulations were made by the governor. The 
garden ground was enlarged ; thofe who were in bad huts were placed 
in better ; and every thing was faid that could ftimulate them to be 
induflrious. This, with a few exceptions, appeared to be the prin- 
cipal labour both there and at Sydney ; and the night-watch were 
called upon by the common intcreft to be more than ever adlive and 
fedulous in their efforts to protedl public and private property ; for 
robberies of gardens and houfes were daily and nightly committed. 
Damage was alfo received from the little flock which remained alive ; 
the owners, not having wherewith to feed them, were obliged to turn 
them loofe to browfe among the grafs and llirubs, or turn up the 
ground for the fern-root ; and as they wandered without any one to 
prevent their doing mifehief, they but too often found an eafy paffage 
over fences and tlirough barriers which were now grown weak and 
perilhing. It was however ordered, that the Hock Ihould be kept up 
during the night, and every damage that could be proved to have been 
received during that time was to be made good by the owners of the 
Hock that might be caught trefpalling; or the animals themfelves were 
to be forfeited. 

The carpenters were employed in preparing a roof for a new ftore- 
houfe, thofe which were firft erciHed being now decaying, and having • 
been always infccure. It was Viever expelled to get up a building of 
one hundred feet in front, which this was dcfigncd to be, upon fo 
reduced a ration as the prefent ; but while the people did labour, it was 
proper to turn that little labour to the ’public account. 

The working gangs being now fo mucb reduced by the late embark- 
ation, the hoy was employed in bringing the timber neceffary for this 
building from the coves where it was cut down and depolited for that 
purpofe. This veffel, when unemployed for public fervices, was given 

to 
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to the oiTiccrs, and by tliem fent down the harbour to procure cabbage- 
tree for their flock, in the prefervation and maintenance of which 
every one felt an immediate and anxious concern. 

T'hc weather had been very wet during this month ; torrents of rain 
again laid every place under water ; many little habitations, which had 
•wiihllood the inundations of the laft month, now fuffered conlider- 
ably ; feveral chimnies fell in ; but this was owing, perhaps, as much 
to their being built by job or tafk-work, (which the workmen hurried 
over in general to get a day or two to thcmfelves,) as to the heavy 
rains. 

April.] The reduced ration and the change in the working hours 
commenced, as was dire£lcd, on the ift of this month ; much time 
was not confumed at the ftore, and the people went away to drefs the 
fcanty allowance which they had received. 

Attention to our religious duties was never omitted. Divine fcrvice 
was performed in one of our emptied ftorehoufes on the morning of 
the next day, being Good-Friday ; and the convids were recom- 
mended to employ the remainder of it in their gardens. But, noiwith- 
Aanding the evident neceffity that exifled for every man’s endeavour- 
ing to aflift himfelf, very few were obferved to be fo profitably 
occupied. 

As every faving that could be made in the article of provifions was 
of confequence in the prefent fituation of the (lores, it was direded on 
the 3d, that fuch fifh as fhould in future be taken by the public boats 
fhould.be iflued at the ftore, in the proportion of ten pounds of filh to 
two pounds and a half of pork ; and one hundred and fifty pounds of 
fifh, which had been brought up before the ifluing of provifions com- 
menced on that day, were ferved out agreeable to that order. 

Mr. Maxwell, whofe diforder at times admitted of his going out 
alone, was fortunately brought up from the lower part of the harbour, 
where he had pafted nearly two days, without fuftenance, in rowing 
from one fide to the other, in a fmall boat by himfelf. He was 
noticed by a ferjeant who had been fifhing, and who obferved him 
rowing under the dangerous rocks of the middle-head, where he muft 
foon have been dalhed to pieces, but for his fortunate interpofition. 
After this efcape he was more narrowly watched. 

While 
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While occupied in liftening to the tale of his diftrefles, the Supply 
returned from Norfolk Ifland, with an account that was of itfelf almoft 
fufficicnt to have deranged the ftrongeft intelledl among us. A load of 
accumulated evils feemed burfting at once upon our heads. The Ihips 
that were expedted with fupplies were ftill to be an.xioufly looked for; 
and the Sirius, which was to have gone in quell of relief to our dlC- 
trefles, was loft upon the reef at Norfolk Ifland, on the 19th of laft 
month. This was a blow which, as it was unexpedled, fell with 
increafed weight, and on every one the whole weight feemed to have 
fallen. * 

This untoward accident happened in the following manner : “ Cap- 
“ tain Hunter was extremely fortunate in having a Ihort palTage hence 
“ to Norfolk Ifland, arriving there in feven days after he failed. The 
“ foldiers, and a confiderable part of the conviiSs, were immediately 
“ landed in Cafcade Bay, which happened at the time to be the leeward 
“ fide of the ifland. Bad weather immediately enfued, and continuing 

for fcveral days, the provifions could not be landed, fo high was the . 
“ furf occafioned by it. This delay, together with a knowledge that 
“ the provifions on the ifland were not adequate to the additional 
“ numbers that were now to be vidiualled, caufed him to be particu> 

“ larly anxious to get the provifions on Ihore. The bad weather had 
“ fcparated the Sirius from the Supply ; but meeting with a favourable 
“ flant of wind on the 19th, Captain Hunter gained the ifland from 
“ which he had been driven, and flood for Sydney Bay, at the fouth 
“ end of it, where he found the Supply ; and it being fignified by 
“ fignal from the fhore, (where they could form the beft judgment,) 

“ that the landing might be elFefled with any boat, he brought to in 
“ the windward part of the bay, with the Ihip’s head off the fhore, 

“ got out the boats, and loaded them with provifions. When the 
“ boats had put off from the Ihip, it being perceived that Ihe fettled 
“ ter)' much to leeward, the tacks were got on board, and every fail 
“ fct that was poflilde to get her free from the fliore. Notwithftand- 
“ ing which, flie could not weather the reef off the fouth-weft end of 
“ the bay, the wind having at that time very unfavourably Ihifted two 
“ points. The fliip was then thrown in ft.ays, which Ihe miffed, 

“ being with great difficulty wore clear of the breakers, and brought 
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" to tlic wind on the oilier tack, when every fail was again fet. 
“ Finding that flie ftill drifted faft upon the fliore, another attempt 
“ was made to ftay her ; but bjing out of trim, it did not fucccecL 
“ All the (beets and hallyards were then ordered to be let fly, and 
“ an anchor to be cut away ; but before it reached the ground, (lie 
“ (truck with violence oit the reef, very foon bulged, and was irreco- 
“ verably lo(t. Her officers and people were all faved, having been 
“ dragged on (bore, through the furf, on a grating.” 

This day, which untoward circumftances had rendered fo gloomy to 
us, was 'remarkably fine, and at the unfortunate moment of this cala- 
mity there was very little wind. On the next or fecond day after, per- 
milfion was given to two convifts (one of whom, James Brannegan, 
was an overfecr) to get off to the (hip, and endeavour to bring on 
(bore what live hogs they might be able to fave ; but with all that 
lamentable want of refolution and confideration which is charaderiftic 
of the lower order of people when temptations are placed before them, 
they both got intoxicated with the liquor which had efcaped the plun- 
der of the feamen, and fet the (hip on fire in two places. A light on 
board the (hip being obferved from the fhore, feveral fhot were fired at 
it, but the wretches would neither put it out, nor come on (hore; 
when a young man of the name of Afeott, a convid, with great in- 
trepidity went off through the furf, extingui(hed the fire, and forced 
them out of the (hip. 

The lieutenant-governor, immediately after the lofs of the Sirius, 
called a council of all the naval and marine officers in the fettlemcnt, 
when it was unanimoufly determined that martial law (hould be pro- 
claimed ; that all private (lock, poultry excepted, (hould be confidered 
as the property of the (late; that juflicc fliould be adminiflered by a 
court-martial to be compofed of feven officers, five of whom were to 
concur In a fentcncc of death ; and that there (liould be two locks upon 
the door of the public (lore, whereof one key was to be in the keeping 
of a perfon to be appointed by Captain Hunter in behalf of the fea- 
men ; the other to be kept by a perfon to be appointed in behalf of the 
military. The day following, the troops, feamen, and convids, being 
affembled, thefc rcfolutlons were publicly read, and the whole con- 
firmed 
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firmed their engagement of abiding by them by pafling under the Icing’s 
colour, which was dilplayed on the occafion. 

In the Supply arrived the late commandant of Norfolk Illand, two 
lieutenants, four petty officers, twenty-four feamcn, and two marines, 
lately belonging to the Sirius. Tltefe officers fpoke in high terms of 
the adivity and conduct of Mr. Kcltie the mailer, Mr. Brooks the boat- 
fwain, and Mr. Donovan a midfhipman of the Sirius, who ventured 
off to the Ihip in one of the illand boats through a very dangerous furf, • 
and brought on fhore the end of the hawfer, to which was flung the 
grating that faved the lives of the officers and people. They likewife 
fomewhat blunted the edge of this calamity, by affurances that it was 
highly probable, from the favourable appearance of the weather when 
the Supply left Norfolk Illand, that all or at leaft the greateft part of the 
provifions would be landed from the Sirius. 

The general melancholy which prevailed in this fettlement when the 
above unwelcome intelligence was made public need not be deferibed ; 
and when the Supply came t'o an anchor in the cove every one looked 
up to her as to their only remaining hope. 

In this exigency the governor thought it neceffary to affemble all 
the officers of the fettlement, civil and military, to determine on what 
meafures were neceffary to be adopted. At this meeting, when the 
fituation of the colony was thoroughly weighed and placed in every 
point of view, it was determined to reduce Hill lower what was already 
too low ; the ration was to be no more than two pounds and a half of 
flour — two pounds of pork — one pint of pcafe, and one pound of rice, 
for each perfon for feven days. This allowance was to be iffued to all 
deferiptions of people in the colony, children under eighteen months 
excepted, who were to have only one pound of fait meat. Every 
exertion was to be made here, and at Botany Bay, in fifhing for the 
general benefit. All private boats were to be furrendered to the public 
ufe ; every effort was to be put in pra£llce to prevent the robbing of 
gardens ; and, as one ftep toward this, all fufpicious charadlers were to 
be fecured and locked up 4utif*g the night. People were to be em- 
ployed to kill, for the public, the animals that the country afforded ; 
and every ftep was to be taken that could fave a pound of the fait pro- 
vifions in ftorc. It was propofed to take all the hogs in the fettlement 
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as public property ; but as it was abfolutely ncccflary to ^eep feme 
breeding lows, and the flock being fmall and very poor, that idea was 
abandoned. 

In purfuance of thefe rcfolutions, the few convids who had been 
employed to (hoot for individuals were given up for the public benefit; 
and a fifhery was eftabliflied at Botany Bay, under the infpedion of 
one of the midfhipmen of the Sirius. But this plan, not being found 
to anfwer, was foon relinquifhed. The quantity of fifh that was from 
time to time taken was very inconfiderable, and the labour of tranf- 
porting it by land from thence was greater than the advantage which 
was expeded to be derived from it. The boats were therefore recalled, 
and employed with rather more fuccefs at Sydney. 

It was well known, that the integrity of the people employed in 
fifhing could not be depended upon ; the officers of the fettlement 
therefore voluntarily took upon themfelves the unpleafaiit talk of 
fuperintending them ; and it became a general duty, which every one 
chearfully performed. The fifhing-boat never went out without an 
officer, either by night or by day. 

On the 7th, about four hundred weight of fifh being brought up, it 
was ififued agreeable to the order ; and could the like quantity have been 
brought in daily, fome faving might have been made at" the llore, 
which would have repaid the labour that was employed to obtain it. 
But the quantity taken during this month, after the 7th, was not often 
much more than equal to fupplying the people employed in the boats 
with one pound of fifh per man, which was allowed them in addition 
to their ration. The fmall boats, the property of individuals, were 
therefore returned to their owners, and the people who had been em- 
ployed in them, together with the feamen of the Sirius now here; 
were placed in the large boats belonging to the fettlement.' 

Neither was much advantage obtained by employing people to Ihoot 
for the public. At the end of the month only three fmall kangooroos 
had been brought in. The convidls who were employed on this fer- 
vice, three in number, were confidered good markfmen, and were 
allowed a ration of flour inflead of their fait provifions, the better to 
enable them to fuftain the labour and fatigue of traverfing the woods of 
this country. 

The 
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The necefllty of procuring relief became every day more prefling. 
The voyage of the Sirius to China was at an end ; and nothing had yet 
arrived from England, though hourly expedled. It was the natural and 
general opinion, that our prefent fituation was to be attributed to acci- 
dent rather than to procraftination. It was more probable, that the 
vcflels which had been difpatched by the Britifh government had met 
with fome diftrefs, that had either compelled them to return or had 
wholly prevented them from any further profecution of the voyage, 
than that any delay Ihould have taken place in their departure. The 
governor, therefore, determined 00 fending the Supply armed tender 
to Batavia ; and, as her commander was moft zealoufly adUve in his 
preparations for the voyage, Ihe was foon ready for fea. Her tonnage, 
however, was trifling when compared with our ncccflities. Lieutenant 
Ball was, therefore, directed to procure a fupply of eight months pro- 
vifions for himfelf, and to hire a veflel and purchafe 200,000 pounds 
of flour, 80,000 pounds of beef, 60,000 pounds of pork, and 70,000 
pounds of rice ; together with fome necelTaries for the hofpital, fuch as 
fugar, fago, hogs lard, vinegar, and dongaree. The expeQation of this 
relief was indeed diflant, but yet it was more to be depended upon 
than that which might be coming from England. A given time was 
fixed for tlie return of tlie Supply ; but it was impoflible to fay when 
a veflel might arrive from Europe. Whatever might be our diflrefs for 
provifions, it would be fome alleviation to look on to a certain fixed 
period when it might be expedled to be removed. Lieutenant Ball’s 
palTage lay through the regions of fine weather, and the hope of every 
one was fixed upon the little veflel that was to convey him ; yet it 
was painful to contemplate our very exiflence as depending upon her 
fafety ; to confider that a rough fea, a hidden rock, or the violence of 
elemental ftrife, might in one fatal moment precipitate us, with the 
little bark that had all our hopes on board, to the lowed abyfs of 
mifery. In the well-known ability and undoubted exertions of her 
commander however, under God, all placed their dependance ; and 
from that principle, when fhe failed, inftead of predidling mifchance, 
we all, with one with for her fafe return, fixed and anticipated the 
period at which it might reafonably be expelled. 
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She failed on Saturday the 17th of April, having on board Lieu- 
tenant King, the late commandant of Norfolk liland, who was charged 
with the governor’s difpatchcs for the fecretary of ftate, and Mr. An- 
drew Miller, the late commilTary, whofe ill ftate of health obliging 
him to refign that employment, the governor permitted him to return 
to England, and had appointed Mr. John Palmer, the purfer of the 
Sirius, to fupply his place. 

Lieutenant Newton Fowell, of the Sirius, was, together with the 
gunner of that Ihip, alfo embarked. The Supply was to touch at 
Norfolk Illand, if pradlicable, arid take on board Lieutenant Bradley 
of the Sirius, who, from his knowledge of the coaft, was cholen by 
the governor to proceed to Batavia, and was to return to this port in 
whatever veflel might be freighted by Lieutenant Ball ; Mr. Fowell 
and the gunner were to be left at the ifland. 

Mr. Palmer received his appointment from his excellency on the 
1 2th of this month, on which day the following was the ftate of the 
provifions in the public ftore ; viz. 


Pork - 

Beef 

Rice 

Peafe - 
Flour 
Bifeuit - 


»4i4S5 pounds, F 
17 bnOiels, S 
56,8841 pounjj 

1.9243 


Which was 
to ferve 
at the 
ration 
then ifliied 
I, until 


26th Aug.— 4 months 1 4 days. 
► 13th Sept. — 5 montlts i day. 

J 19th Dec. — 8 months 7 days- 


The duration of the Supply’s voyage was generally Cxpeded to be 
fix months ; a peribd at which, if no relief arrived in the mean time 
from England, we ftiould be found without fait provifions, rice, and 
peafe. 

In the above ftatement three hundred bufhels of wheat, which had 
been produced at Rofe Hill, were not included, being referved for 
feed. ' 

The governor, from a motive that did him immortal honor, in this 
feafon of general diftrefs, gave up three hundred weight of flour which 
was his excellency’s private property, declaring that he wifhed not to 
fee any thing more at his table than the ration which was received in 
common from the public ftore, without any diftia&ion of perfons; 
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and to this refolution he rigidly adhered, ■wiflilng that if a convidt 
complained, he might fee that want was not unfelt even at Government 
houfe. 

On the 2oth of the month, the following was the ration iflued from 
the public ftore to each man for feven days, or to feven people for 
one day, 

Flour, - _ - 2 1 pounds. 

Rice, - - - 2 pounds. 

Pork, - - - 2 pounds. 

The peafe were all expended. Was this a ration for a labouring 
man ? The two pounds of pork, when boiled, from the length of 
time it had been in ftore, Ihrunk away to nothing ; and when divided 
among feven people for their day’s fuftenance, barely afforded three or 
four morfels to each. 

The inevitable confequences of this fcarcity of provifions enfued ; 
labour flood nearly fufpended for want of energy to proceed ; and the 
countenances of the people plainly befpoke the hardfhips they under- 
went. The convidls, however, were employed for the public in the 
forenoons ; and fuch labour was obtained from them as their fituation 
would allow. The guard-houfe on the eaft fide was ftnifhed and taken 
pofTeflion of during the month. 

There being many among the convifts who availed themfelvcs of 
this peculiar fituation to commit thefts, it became neceflary to punifh 
with feverity all who were fully convidled before the court of criminal 
jurifdi£lion. One convidl was executed for breaking into a houfe, 
and feveral others were fentenced to fevere corporal punifhments. 
Garden robberies were the principal offences committed. Thcfe people 
had been alfembled by the governor, and informed that very fevere 
punifhmcnt would follow the convidtion of perfons guilty of robbing 
gardens, as a neceflary ftep toward preventing the continuance of fuch 
an evil ; and he ftrongly inculcated t}ie abfolute ncceflity that exifted 
for every man to cultivate his own garden, inftead of robbing that of 
another. To the few who, from never having been induftrious, had 
not any ground fown or planted with vegetables, he allotted a fmall 
but fufficient fpot for their ufe, and encouraged them in their labour 
by his prefence and diredlions ; but they preferred any thing to honeft 

induftry. 
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Induftry. Thefe people, though the major part of them were, during 
the night, locked up in the building lately occupied as a guard-houfe, 
were ever on the watch to commit depredations on the unwary during 
the hours in which they were at large, and never fuffered an oppor- 
(tunity to efcape them. A female conviit, who came dowm from Rofe 
Hill, was robbed of her week’s provifions ; and as it was impofiifaic 
to replace them from the public ftorc, fhc was left to fubfift on what 
(he cpuld obtain from the bounty (never more truly laudable than at 
this diftreffing jundlure) of others who commiferated her fituation. 

One male convi£l was executed ; one female convift and one child 
died. The female convidl occadoned her own death, by overloading 
her ftomach wkh flour and greens, of which (he made a mefs during 
the day, and ate heartily; but, not being fatisfied, (he rofe in the 
night and flnilhed it. This was one of the evil effedfs of the reduced 
ration. 

May.] The expedient of (hooting for the public not being found 
to anfwer the cxpedlations which had been formed of it, fixty pounds 
.of pork only having been faved, the game-killers were called in, and 
tlie general exertion was diredted to the bufinefs of fi(hing. The feine 
and the hooks and lines were employed, and with various fuccefs ; the 
beft of which aflbrded but a very trifling relief. 

As the Sirius was fated not to return to perform her intended voyage 
to India, the bifeuit which had been baked for that purpofe was iflfued, 
in lieu of flour, that article being ferved again when the bifeuit was 
expended ; and it laded only through feven days. 

It was naturally expedfed, that the miferable allowance which was 
ilTucd would affe^ the healths of the labouring convids. A circum- 
flance occurred on the 12th of this month, which feemed to favor this 
idea; an elderly man dropped down at the dorc, whither he had repaired 
with others to receive his day’s fubfidence. Fainting with hunger, 
and unable through age to hold up any longer, he was carried to the 
hofpital, where he died the ne.xt morning. On being opened, bisfto" 
mach was found quite empty. It appeared, that not having any utenfil 
of his own wherein to cook his provifions, nor (hare in any, he was 
frequently compelled, (hort as his allowance for the day was, to give 
a part of it to any one who would fupply him with a velTel to drefs 


Digitized by Google 



May.} 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Ill 


his vi£tuals ; and at thofe times when he did not choofe to afford this 
dedudtion, he was accuftomed to eat his rice and other provifions 
undrefTed, which brought on indigeftion, and at length killed him. 

It might have been fuppofed, that the fcverity of the punifliments 
which had been ordered by the criminal court on offenders convidled 
of robbing gardens would have deterred others from committing that 
offence ; but while there was a vegetable to fteal, tlicre were thofe 
who would fteal it, wholly regardlefs as to the injuftice done to the 
perfon they robbed, and of the confequences that might enfue to them- 
felves. For this fort of robbery the criminal court was twice affembled 
in the prefent month. The clergyman had taken a convid in his gar- 
< den in the ad of ftealing potatoes. Example was neceffary, and the 
court that tried him, finding that the feverity of former courts did not 
prevent the commiflion of the fame offence, inftead of the great weight 
of corporal punifhment which had marked their former fentences, 
direded this prifoner to receive three hundred lafhes, his ration of 
flour to be flopped for fix months, and himfelf to be chained for 
that time to two public delinquents who had been deteded in the fad 
of robbing the governor’s garden, and who had been ordered by the 
juftices to work for a certain time in irons. 

This fentence was carried into e.xecution ; but the governor re- 
mitted, after feme days trial, that part of it which refpeded the pri- 
foner’s ration of flour, without which he could not long have 
cxifted. 

The governor’s garden had been the objed of frequent depredation ; 
fcarcely a night paffed that it was not robbed, notwithftanding that 
many received vegetables from it by his excellency’s order. Two con- 
vids had been taken up, who confeffed that within the fpace of a 
month they had robbed it feven or eight times, and that they had 
killed a hog belonging to an officer. Thefe were the people who were 
ordered by the juftices to work in irons. A foldier, a man of infa- 
mous charader, had been deteded robbing tbe garden while centinel 
in the neighbourhood of it, and, being tried by a court-martial for 
quitting his poft, was fentenced and received five hundred lafhes. 
Yet all this was not fufficient ; on the evening of the 26th, a fcaman 
belonging to the Sirius got into the governor’s garden, and was fired 

at 


Digitized by Google 



I 12 


ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


[1790. 


at by a watchman who had been ftationed there for fome nights part, 
and wounded, as it afterwards appeared, but fo flightly as not to pre- 
vent his effefting his cfcape ; leaving, however, a bag behind him, 
filled with vegetables. On elofe examination it was fixed upon him, 
and, being brought before a criminal court, he was fcntenced to re- 
ceive five hundred lafhes ; but at the fame time was recommended to 
the governor’s clemency, on account of a good charadler which had 
been given him in court. The governor, as it was his garden that 
was robbed, attended to the recommendation, remitting four out of 
the five hundred laflies which had been ordered him *. Being, after 
this, villain enough to accufe fome of his fliipmates of crimes which 
he acknowledged exilled only in his own malicious mind, he re- 
”~i;eived, by order of the juftices, a further punishment of fifty 
lalhes. 

So great was either the villany of the people, or the necelfitics of 
the times, that a prifoner lying at the hofpital under fentence of cor- 
poral punilhment, (having received a part of it, five hundred lalhes,) 
contrived to get his irons off from one leg, and in that fituation was 
caught robbing a farm. On being brought in, he received another 
portion of his punifliment. 

Among other thefts committed in this feafon of general diftrefs, 
was one by a convi£t employed in the fifhing-boats, who found means 
to fecrete feveral pounds of fifh in a bag, which he meant to fecure in 
addition to the allowance which was to be made him for having been 
out on that duty. To deter others from committing the like ofience, 
which might, by repetition, amount to a ferious evil, he was ordered 
to receive one hundred lafhes. 

At Rofe Hill the convidis conduced themfelves with much greater 
propriety ; not a theft nor any adt of ill behaviour having been for 
fome time part heard of among them f . 

At that fettlement a kangooroo had been killed of one hundred and 
eighty pounds weight; and the people reported that they were much 

• Sixty pounds of flour, which had been offered as a reward for bringing to juftice a 
garden-thief, were paid to the watchman who 6r«d at him. 

t They liad vegetables in great abundance. 
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molefted by tlie native dogs, which had been feen together in great 
numbers, and, coining by night about the fettlement, had killed fome 
hogs which were not houfed. 

The colony had hitherto been fupplied with fait from the public 
ftorcs, a quantity being always fliaken off from the fait provifions, 
and referved for ufe by the ftore-kcepers ; but the daily confumption 
of fait provifions was now become fo inconfidcrable, and they had been 
fo long in (lore, that little or none of that article was to be procured. 
Two large iron boilers were therefore erected at the eaft point of the 
cove ; fome people were employed to boil the fait water, and the 
fait which was produced by this very fimple procefs was iffued to 
the convldls. 

Our fifliing tackle began now, with our other neceffarles, to de- 
creafe. To remedy this inconvenience, we were driven by neceflity 
to avail ourfelvcs of fome knowledge which we had gained from the 
natives ; and one of the convicts (a rope-maker) was employed to fpin 
lines from the bark of a tree which they ufed for the fame purpofe. 

Tlie native who had been taken in November laft convinced us how 
far before every other confideration he deemed the poffeffion of his 
liberty, by very artfully effedling his efcape from the governor’s houfe, 
where he had been treated with every indulgence and had enjoyed 
every comfort which it was in his e.vccllency’s power to give him. 
He managed his efcape fo ingenloufly, that it was not fufpefted until 
he had completed it, and all fearch was rendered fruitlefs. The boy 
and the girl appeared to remain perfetUy contented among us, and 
declared that they knew their countryman would never return. 

During this month the bricklayer’s gang and fome carpenters were 
font down to the Look-out, to ered two huts for the midfhipmen and 
feamen of the Sirius who were flationed there, where the ftone-mafon’s 
gang were employed quarrying ftone for two chimnies. 

The greateft quantity of fi£h caught at any one time in this month 
was two hundred pounds. Once the feine was full ; but through 
cither the wilfulnefs or the ignorance of the people employed to land 
it, the greateft part of its contents efcaped. Upwards of two thoufand 
pounds were taken in the courfc of the month, which produced a 
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faving of five hundred pounds of pork at the ftore, the allowance of 
thirty-one men for four weeks. 

Very little labour could be enforced from people who had nothing 
to eat. Neverthclefs, as it was necefiary to think of fome preparations 
for the next feafon, the convidls were employed in getting the ground 
ready both at Sydney and at Rofe Hill for the reception of wheat and 
barley. The quantity of either article, however, to be now fown, fell 
far Ihort of what our necefllties required. 


CHAP. X. 

THS LADY JULIANA TRANSPORT ARRIVES PROM ENGLAND. THE OUAROIAIT. 

—HIS majesty’s BIRTH-DAY. — THANKSGIVING FOR HIS MAJESTV’s RECO- 
VERY. — THE JUSTINIAN STORESHIP ARRIVES. — PULL RATION ORDERED.— 

THREE TRANSPORTS ARRIVE. HORRID STATE OF THE CONVICTS ON 

BOARD. SICK LANDED. INSTANCE OF SAGACITY IN A DOG. — A CONVICT 

DROWNED. — MORTALITY AND NUMBER OF SICK ON THE I3TH. CONVICTS 

SENT TO ROSE HILL. — A TOWN MARKED OUT THERE. — WORKS IN HAND 

AT SYDNEY. INSTRUCTIONS RESPECTING GRANTS OF LANi>. MR. FIR- 

CUESON DROWNED. — CONVICTS’ CLAIMS ON THE MASTER OF THE NEPTUNE. 
TRANSACTIONS. — CRIMINAL COURT.— WHALE. 

June.] T HE firft and fccond days of this month were exceedingly 
unfavourable to our fituation ; heavy rain and blowing weather ob- 
ftrudied labour and prevented fifiiing. But it was decreed that on the 
3d we fhould experience fenfations to which we had been ftrangers 
ever fince our departure from England. About half pad three in the 
afternoon of this day, to the inexprelTible fatisfaifUon of every heart in 
the fettlcment, the long-looked-for fignal for a fliip was made at the 
South Head. Every countenance was inftantly cheered, and wore the 
lively expreffions of eagernefs, joy, and anxiety ; the whole fettlement 
was in motion and confufion. Notwithftanding it blew very ftrong at 
the time, the governor’s fecretary, accompanied by Captain Tench and 
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Mr. White, Immediately went off, and at feme rilk (for a heavy fea 
was running in the harbour’s mouth) reached the fliip for wiiich the 
fignal had been made juft in time to give direftions which placed her 
in fafety in Spring Cove. She proved to be the Lady Juliana tranfport 
from London, laft from Plymouth ; from which latter place we learned, 
with no fmall degree of wonder and mortiheation, that fhe failed on the 
29th day of laft July (full ten months ago) with two hundred and 
twenty-two female convidls on board. 

We had long conjedlured, that the non-arrival of fupplies muft be 
owing either to accident or delays in the voyage, and not to any back- 
wardnefs on the part of government in fending them out. We now 
found that our difappointment was to be aferibed to both misfortune 
and delay. The Lady Juliana, we have feen, failed in July laft, 
and in the month of September following his majefty’s (hip Guardian, 
of forty-four guns, commanded by Lieutenant Edward Riou, failed 
from England, having on board, with what was in the Lady Juliana, 
two years provifions, viz. 295,344 pounds of flour, 149,856 pounds 
of beef, and 303,632 pounds of pork, for the fettlement ; a fupply of 
clothing for the marines ferving on Ihore, and for thofe belonging to 
the Sirius and Supply; together with a large quantity of fails and 
cordage for thofe fliips and for the ufes of the colony ; fixteen chefts 
of medicines ; fifteen calks of wine ; a quantity of blankets and bedding 
for the hofpital ; and a large fupply of unmade clothing for the con- 
vi£ts ; with an ample allbrtment of tools and implements of agri- 
culture. 

At the Crpe of Good Hope Lieutenant Riou took on board a quan- 
tity of ftock for the fettlement, and completed a garden which had been 
prepared under the immediate dire£fion of Sir Jofeph Banks, and in 
which there were near one hundred and fifty of the fineft fruit trees, 
feveral of them bearing fruit. 

There was fcarcely an officer in the colony that had not his fhare 
of private property embarked on board of this richly freighted fliip ; 
their refpedlive friends having procured permiflion from government 
for that purpofe. 

But it was as painful then to learn, as it will ever be to recoiled, 
that on the 23d day of December preceding, the Guardian ftruck 
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againft an ifland of ice in latitude 45° 54' South, and longitude 41’ 30' 
Eaft, whereby Ihe received fo much injury, that Lieutenant Riou was 
compelled, in order to fave her from inftantly finking, to throw over- 
board the greatefl: part of her valuable cargo both on the public and 
private account. The flock was all killed, (feven horfes, fixteen cows, 
two bulls, a number of flieep, goats, and two deer,) the garden de- 
ftroyed, and the lliip hcrfelf faved only by the interpofition of Provi- 
dence, and the admirable conduQ of the commander. 

The Guardian was a faft-failing fhip, and would probably have 
arrived in the latter end of January or the beginning of February lad 
At that period the large quantity of live flock in the colony was daily 
increafing ; the people required for labour were, comparatively with 
their prefent date, ftrong and healthy; the necelfity of dividing the 
convidls, and fending the Sirius to Norfolk Ifland, would not have 
exifled ; the ration of provifions, inflead of the diminutions which had 
been necefTarily direSed, would have been increafed to the full allow- 
ance ; and the tillage of the ground confequently proceeded in with 
that fpirit which mull be exened to the utmoft before the fcltlement 
could render itfelf independent' of the mother country for fubfiflence. 

But to what a diflance was that period now thrown by this unfor- 
tunate accident, and by the delay which took place in the voyage of 
the Lady Juliana! Government had placed a naval ofBcer in this 
tranfport, Lieutenant Thomas Edgar *, for the purpofe of feeing jullicc 
done to the convidls as to their provifions, cleanlinefs, &c. and to 
guard againfl any unnecefTary delays on the voyage. Being direfled 
to follow the route of the Sirius and her convoy, he called at Teneriffe 
and St. lago, flayed feven weeks at Rio de Janeiro, and one month at 
the Cape of Good Hope; completing his circuitous voyage of ten 
months duration by arriving here on the 3d day of June 1790. 

On Lieutenant Edgar’s arrival at the Cape he found the Guardian 
lying there. Lieutenant Riou having juft fafely regained that port, 
from which he had failed but a fhort time, with every fair profpeft of 
fpeedily and happily executing the orders with which he was entrufted, 
and of conveying to this colony the affiftance of which it flood fo much 

* He had failed with the late Captain Cook. 
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ID need. Unhappily for us, fhc was now lying a wreck, with difficulty 
and at an immenfe expence preferved from linking at her anchors. 

Belide the common lhare which we all bore in this calamity, we had 
to lament that the efforts of our feveral friends, in amply fupplying the 
wants that they concluded mull have been occafioncd by an abfence of 
three years, were all rendered ineffeftual, the priv.-ite articles having 
been among the firft things that were thrown overboard to lighten the 
ffiip *. 

Government had fent out in the Guardian twenty-five male con- 
vi£ls, who were either farmers or artificers, together with feven perfons 
engaged to ferve as fuperintendants of convids, for three years from 
their landing, at falaries of forty pounds per annum each. Of thefe, 
two, who were profeffed gardeners, were fuppofed to be drowned, hav- 
ing left the Ihip foon after Ihe ftruck, with feveral other perfons in 
boats, and not been heard of when the Lady Juliana left the Cape. 
The fuperintendants who remained came on in the tranfport ; but die 
convids, of whofe condud Lieutenant Riou fpoke in the higheft terms, 
were detained at the Cape. 

A clergyman alfo was on board the Guardian, the Rev. Mr. Crow- 
thcr, who had been appointed, at a falary of eight fliilling.s per diem, 
to divide the religious duties of the fettlement with Mr. Johnfon. This 
gentleman left the Ihip with the mailer and purfer in tlie long-boat, 
taking provifions and water with them ; and of five boats which were 
launched on the fame perilous enterprife, this was the only one that 
conduced her paffengers into any fafety. They were fortunately, after 
many days failing, picked up by a French Ihip, which took them into 
the Cape, and thence to Europe. 

One-third of the llores and provifions intended for the colony were 
put on board the tranfport, the remaining two-thirds were on board 
the Guardian ; none of which it w.is fuppofed would ever reach the 
fettlement, the finall quantity excepted (feventy-five barrels of flour) 
which was put on board the tranfport at the Cape. The Dutch at that 
place were profiting by our misfortune, their w.arehoufcs being let out 


• The prirate property of the officers was alt lloweil, as the bell and fafelt place in the 
Hup, in the gun-room. Some officers were great loGrrs. 
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at an immenfe expence to receive fuch of the provifions and ftore* u 
remained on board the Guardian when fhc got in. 

In addition to the above diftrefling circumftanccs, we learned that one 
thoufand convifls of both faxes were to fail at the latter end of the laft 
year, and that a corps of foot was raifing for the fervice of this country 
under the command of a major-commandant, Francis Grofe efq. from 
the 29th foot, of which regiment he was major. The tranfpons 
which failed hence in May, July, and November 1788 (the Friend- 
Ihip excepted) arrived in England within a very Ihort time of each 
other; and their arrival relieved the public from anxiety upon our 
account. 

The joy that was difiufed by the arrival of the tranfports was con- 
fiderably checked by the variety of unpleafant and unwelcome intelli- 
gence wliich Ihe brought. We learned that our beloved Sovereign 
had been attacked and for fame months afflicted with a dangerous 
and alarining illnefs, though now happily recovered. Our didance 
from his perfon had not leflened our attachment, and the day follow- 
ing the receipt of this information being the anniverfary of his Ma- 
jefty’s birth, it was kept with every mark of didin£fion that was in our 
power. The governor pardoned all offenders who were under confine- 
ment, or under fentence of corporal punilhment ; the ration was in- 
creafed for that day, that every one might rejoice ; at the governor’s 
table, where all the officers of the fettlcment and garrifon were met, 
many profperous and happy years were fervently wiflied to be added 
to his Majefty’s life ; and Wednefday the 9th was appointed for a 
public thankfgiving on occafion of his recovery. 

The Lady Juliana was, by ftrong weftcrly winds and bad weather, 
prevented from reaching the cove until the 6th, when, the weather 
moderating, Ihe was towed up to the fettlcment. The convidls on 
board her app>eared to have been well treated during their long paffage, 
and preparations for landing them were immediately made ; but, in 
the dift/effed fituation of the colony, it was not a little mortifying to 
find on board the firft (hip that arrived, a cargo fo unneceflary and 
unprofitable as two hundred and twenty-two females, inftead of a cargo 
of prowfions ; the fupply of provifions on board her was fo inconfi- 
dcrable as to permit only an addition one pound and a half of flour 
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being made to the weekly ration. Had the Guardian arrived, perhaps 
we fhould never again have been in want. 

On the 9th, being tbe day appointed for returning thanks to Al- 
mighty God for his Majefty’s happy reftoration to health, the attend- 
ance on divine fervice was very full. A fermon on the occafion was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, who took his text from the book 
of Proverbs, “ By me kings reign.” The officers were afterwards 
entertained at the governor’s, when an addrefs on the occafion of the 
meeting was refolved to be font to his Majefty. 

When the women were landed on the nth, many of them ap-' 
peared to be loaded with the infirmities incident to old age, and to be 
very improper fubjedts for any of the purpofes of an infant colony. 
Inllead of being capable of labour, they feemed to require attendance 
themfclves, and were never likely to be any other than a burden to 
the fcttlement, which muft fenfibly feel the hardfhip of having to fup- 
port by the labour of thofe who could toil, and who at the beft were 
but few, a defeription of people utterly incapable of ufing any exertion 
toward their own maintenance. 

When the women were difembarked, and the provifions and ftores 
landed, it was found that twenty cafks of flour (from the unfitnefs of 
the fltip to perform fuch a voyage, being old and far from tight) were 
totally deftroyed. This was a ferious lofs to us, when only four 
pounds of flour conllltuted the allowance of that article for one man 
for feven days. 

From this fituation of diftrefs, however, we were in a fliort time 
afterwards cffcdlually relieved, and the colony might be pronounced 
to be reftored, by the arrival (on the 20th) of the Juftinian ftorelhip, 
Mr. Benjamin Maitland mailer, from England, after a fliort paflTage 
of only five months. Mr. Maitland, on the 2d of this month, the 
day preceding the arrival of the Lady Juliana, was off the entrance of 
this harbour, and would certainly have been found by that fliip at 
anchor within the heads, had he not, by a fudden change of the wind, 
aided by a current, been driven as far to the northward as Black Head, 
in latitude 32° S. where he was very nearly loft in an heavy gale of 
wind j but which he providentially rode out, having been obliged to 
come to an anchor, though clofe in witl^ fome dangerous rocks. The 
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wind was dead on the fhore, and the rocks fo clofe when he anchored, 
that the rebound of the wave prevented him from riding any conli- 
derable ftrain on his cable. Had that failed him, wc Ihould never 
have feen the Juftinian or her valuable cargo, which was found to 
confift of ftores and provilions, trufted, it was true, to one fhip ; but 
as flie had happily arrived in fafcty, and was full, wc all rejoiced that 
we had not to wait for the arrival of a fccond before tlie colony could 
be reftored to its former plenty. 

We now learned that three tranfports might be hourly expefled, 
having on board the thoufand convidls of whofe deftination we had 
received fome information by the Lady Juliana, together with detach- 
ments of the corps raifed for the fervice of this country. The re- 
mainder of this corps (which was intended to confift of three hundred 
men) were to come out in the Gorgon man of war, of forty-four guns. 
This Ihip was alfo to bring out Major Grofe, who had been appointed 
lieutenant-governor of the territory in the room of Major Rofs, which 
officer, together with the marines under his command, were intended 
to return to England in that (hip. 

Of the change which had been effefled in the fyftem of government 
in France we now firft received information, and we heard with plea- 
fure that it was not likely to interrupt the tranquillity of our own 
happy nation — happy in a conftitution which might well- excite the 
admiration and become the model of other ftates not fo free. 

The Juftinian had failed on the i yih of laft January from Falmouth, 
and touched only at St. lago, avoiding, as (he had not any convidls 
on board, the circuitous palTage by the Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

On the day following her arrival, every thing feemed getting into 
its former train ; the full ration was ordered to be ilTued ; inftcad of 
daily, it was to be ferved weekly as formerly ; and the drum for la- 
bour was to beat as ufual in the afternoons at one o’clock. How 
general was the wi(h, that no future neceffity might ever occafion 
another dedudlion in the ration, or an alteration in the labour of the 
people ! 

That Norfolk Illand, whofe fituation at this time every one was 
fearful might call loudly for relief, ihould as quickly as poffible reap 
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her (hare of the benefit introduced among us bv thefe arrivals, it vras 
intended to fend the Lady Juliana thither; and as flip retjuired fomc 
repairs, without wliich (lie could not proceed to fea, feme carpenters 
from the fliore were lent on board her, and employed to flioath her 
bends, which were extremely defcftivc. 

Ihop was opened on Ihore by the mailer of this fhip, at the hut 
lately occupied as a bakehoui'e for the Supply, for the fale of fomc 
articles of grocery, glafs, millinery, perfumery, and Ilationary ; but 
the rilk of bringing them out having been mod injudicioully clli- 
mated too highly, as was evident from the increafe on the lirll coft, 
which could not be dilguifed, they did not go off fo quickly as the 
owners fuppofed they would. 

A report having been circulated foon after the cflablifliing of this 
fettleraent, that a confidcrable fum of money had been fubferibed in 
England, to be expended in articles for the benefit of the conviifls who 
embarked for this country, which articles had been entrufted to the 
Rev. Mr. Johnfon, to be difpofed of according to the intention of the 
fubferibers after our arrival, Mr. Johnfon wTote to his friends in 
England to confute this report ; and by accounts lately received, it 
appeared that no fuch public colleflion had ever been made ; at 
Mr. Johnfon’s rcquefl, therefore, the governor publiflied a contra- 
didlon of the above report in the general orders of the fettlemcnt. 
The convidls had hitherto imagined that they had a right to the ar- 
ticles which had from time to time been diftributed among them ; but 
Mr. Johnfon now thought it necelTary that they fliould know- it was to 
his bounty they were indebted for them, and that confequently the 
partakers of it were to be of his own felcflion. 

Tlie female convidls who had lately arrived attending at divine 
fervicc on the lirll Sunday after their landing, Mr. Johnfon, with much 
propriety, in his difeourfe, touched upon their lituatlon, and deferibed 
it fo forcibly as to draw tears from many who were the Icaft hardened 
among them. 

Fairly in the morning of the 23d, one of the men at the Look-out 
difeerned a fail to the northw'ard, but, the weather coming on thick, 
foon loll fight of it. The bad weather continuing, it w'as not fccii again 
until the 25th, when word was brought up to the fcttlement, that a 
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large fhip, apparently under jury-mafts, was feen In the ofling ; and 
on the following day the Surprife tranfport, Nicholas AnfUs mafter, 
(late chief mate of the Lady Penrhyn,) anchored in the cove frbm 
England, having on board one captain, one lieutenant, one furgeon’s 
mate, one ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and twenty-three 
privates of the New South Wales corps ; together with two hundred 
and eighteen male convi£ls. She failed on the 19th of January from 
Portfmouth in company with two other tranfports, with whom Ihe 
parted between the Cape of Good Hope and this place. 

We had the mortification to learn, that the prifoners in this (hip 
were very unhealthy, upwards of one hundred being now in the fick 
lift on board. They had been very fickly alfo during the palTage, and 
had buried forty-two of thefe unfortunate people. A portable hofpital 
had fortunately been received by the Juftinian, and there now appeared 
but too great a probability that we fliould foon have patients enough 
to fill it ; for the fignal was flying at the fouth head for the other 
tranfports, and we were led to expedi: them in as unhealthy a ftate as 
that which had juft arrived. 

On the evening of Monday the 28th, the Neptune and Scarborough 
tranfports anchored off Garden Ifland, and were warped into the cove 
the following morning. 

We were not miftaken in our expectations of the ftate in which they 
might arrive. By noon the following day, two hundred fick had been 
landed from the different tranfports. The weft fide afforded a feene 
truly diftrefling and miferable ; upwards of thirty tents were pitched in 
front of the hofpital, the portable one not being yet put up ; all of 
which, as well as the hofpital and the adjacent huts, were filled with 
people, many of whom were labouring under the complicated difeafes 
of feurvy and the dyfentery, and others in the laft ftage of either of 
thofe terrible diforders, or yielding to the attacks of an infectious fever. 

The appearance of thofe who did not require medical afliftance was 
lean and emaciated. Several of thefe miferable people died in the boats 
as they were rowing on fliore, or on the whatf as they were lifting out 
of the boats ; both the living and the dead exhibiting more horrid 
fpeClacles than had ever been witneffed In this country. All this was 
to be attributed to confinement, and that of the worft fpecies, confine- 
ment 
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ment in a fmall fpace and in irons, not put on fingly, but many of 
the^ chained together. On board the Scarborough a plan had been 
formed to take the fhip, which would certainly have been attempted, 
but for a difeovery which was fortunately made by one of the convidt% 
(Samuel Burt) who had too much principle left to enter into it. This 
ncccfTarily, on board that Jhip, occafioned much future circuml'peilion ; 
but Captain Marfliall’s humanity confiderably leflened the feverity 
which the infurgents might naturally have expefted. On board the 
other Ihips, the maflers, who had the entire diredion of the prifoners, 
never fuffered them to be at large on deck, and "but few at a time were 
permitted there. This confequcntly gave birth to many difeafes. It was 
faid, that on board the Neptune fcveral had died in irons ; and what 
added to the horror of fuch a circumdance was, that their deaths were 
concealed, for the purpofe of (haring tlieir allowance of provifions, 
until chance, and the offcnfivenefs of a corpfe, diredled the furgeon, 
or fome one who had authority in the Ihip, to the fpot where it lay. 

A contrail had been entered into by government with Meflrs. 
Calvert, Camden, and King, merchants of London, for the tranfporting 
of one thoufand convidts, and government engaged to pay 17I. ys. 6d. 
per head for every conviit they embarked. This fum being as well 
for their provifions as for their tranfponation, no intered for their 
prefervation was created in the owners, and the dead were more pro- 
fitable (if profit alone was confulted by them, and the credit of their 
houfe was not at (lake) than the living. 

The following accounts of the numbers who died on board each Ihip 
■were given in by the mailers : 


On board the Lady Juliana 


Men. 

0 

Women. ChiUren. 

5 ^ 

the Surprife 

- 

42 

0 0 

the Scarborough 

- 

68 

0 0 

the Neptune 

- 

* 5 « 

11 3 

All poflible expedition was 

Total 261 
ufed to get the fick 

16 4 

on Ihore ; for even 

while they remained on board many died. 

The bodies were taken 

over to the north Ihore, and there interred. 

R 2 


Parties 



ii4 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [1790. 

Parties were immediately Lent into the woods to colle£i: the acid 
berry of the country, which for its extreme acetofity was deemed b^^the 
furgeons a mod powerful antifcorbutic. Among other regulations, 
orders were given for baking a certain quantity of flour into pound 
loaves, to be diftributed daily among the fick, as it w-as not in their 
power to prepare it themlelves. Wine and other neceflaries being 
given judicioufly among thofc whofe fituations required fuch comforts, 
many of the wretches had rccourfe to ftratagem to obtain more than 
their flrarc by prefenting thcmfelvcs, under different names and appear- 
ances, to thofc wlio hati the delivery of them, or by exciting the com- 
paffion of thofe who could order them. 

blankets were immediately fent to the hofpital in fufficient num- 
bers to make every patient comfortable ; notw'ithftanding which, they 
watched the moment when any one died to ftrip him of his covering, 
(although dying themfeivcs,) and could only be prevented by the ut- 
moft vigilance from exercifing fuch Inhumanity in every inftance. 

The detachment from the New South Wales corps, confiding of one 
captain, three fubalterns, and a proportionate number of non-com- 
miflioned officers and privates, was immediately difembarked, and 
room being made in the marine barracks, they took poffeffion of the 
quarters allotted for them. 

Lieutenant Shapeote, the naval agent on board of the Neptune, died 
between the Cape of Good Hope and this place. A fon of this gen- 
tleman arrived in the Juftinian, to which Ihip he belonged, and re- ^ 
ceived the firft .account of his father’s death, on going aboard the Nep- 
tune to congratulate him on his arrival. 

An inffance of fagacity in a dog occurred on the arrival of the Scar- 
borough, too remarkable to pafs unnoticed ; Mr. Marihall, the mafter of 
the Ihip, on quitting Port Jackfon in May 1788, left a Newfoundland 
dog with Mr. Clark, (the agent on the part of the contrafior, who re- 
mained in the colony,) which he had brought from England. On the 
return of his old mafter, Hefior fwam oft' to the fhip, and getting on 
board, recognifed him, and manifefted, in every manner fuitable to his 
nature, his joy at feeing him ; nor could the animal be perfuaded to 
quit him again, accompanying him always when he went on flicre, 
and returning with him on board. 

At 
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At a mufter of the convidls which was diredled during this month, 
one man only was unaccounted for, James Haydon. Soon after the 
muftcr was over, word was brdught to the commiITar}% that his body 
had been found drowned in Long-Cove, at the back of the fettlemcnt. 
Upon inquiry into the caufe of his death, it appeared that he had a few 
days before ftolcn fome tobacco out of an officer’s garden in which he 
had been employed, and, being threatened with punilhmcnt, had ab- 
fcondcd. He was coufuicrcd as a well-behaved man ; and if he pre- 
ferred death to fliamc and puniflimcnt, which he had been heard to 
declare he did, and which his death feeracd to confirm, he was de- 
ferving a better fate. 

The total number of fick on the lafr day of the month was three 
hundred and forty-nine. 

July.] The melancholy fcencs which clofcd the laft month appeared 
unchanged at the beginning of this. The morning generally opened 
with the attendants of the fick palling frequently backwards and for- 
wards from the hofpital to the burying-ground with the miferablc 
vWims of the night. Every exertion was made to get up the portable 
hofpital ; but, although we were informed that it had been put up in 
London in a very few hours, we did not complete it until the yth, 
when it was inftantly filled with patients. On the 13th, there were 
four hundred and eighty-eight perfons under medical treatment at and 
about the hofpital, — a dreadful lick lift 1 

Such of the convidls from the (hips as were in a tolerable ftate of 
health, both male and female, were fent up to Rofc Hill, to be em- 
ployed in agriculture and other labours. A fubaltcrn’s detachment 
&om the New South Wales corps was at the fame time fent up for the 
military duty of that fettlcmeiit in conjumftion with the m.irinc corps. 

There alfo the governor in the courfe of the month laid down the 
lines of a regular town. The principal ftreet was marked out to extend 
one mile, commencing near the landing-place, and running in a direc- 
tion weft, to the foot of the riling ground named Role Hill, and in 
which his excellency purpofed to cre£l a fmall houfe for his own 
rcfidcnce whenever he Ihould vifit that fettlemcnt. On each fide of 
this ftreet, whofe width was to be two hundred and five feet, huts 


were 
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were to be ereded capable of containing ten perfons each, and at the 
diftance of fixty feet one from the other ; and garden ground for each 
hut was allotted in the rear. As the huts were to be built of fuch 
combuftible materials as wattles and plafter, and to be coveted with 
thatch, the width of the ftreet, and the diftance they were placed from 
each other, operated as an ufeful precaution againft fire ; and by be- 
ginning on fo wide a fcale die inhabitants of the town at fome future 
day would polTcfs their own accommodations and comforts more rea- 
dily, each upon his own allotment, than if crowded into a fmall fpace. 

While thefe works were going on at Rofe Hill, the labouring con- 
vids at Sydney were employed in conftruding a new brick ftorehoufe, 
difeharging the tranfports, and forming a road from the town to the 
brick-kilns, for the greater eafe and expedition in bringing in bricks to 
the different buildings. 

Our ftores now wore a more refpedable appearance than they had 
done for fome time. In addition to the provifions put on board the 
tranfports in England, Lieutenant Riou had forwarded by thofe fhips 
four hundred tierces of beef and two hundred tierces of pork, which 
he had faved from the wreck of the Guardian, and which we had the 
fatisfadion to find were nothing the worfe for the accident which befcl 
her. Thefe, with the feventy-five calks of flour which were brought 
on by the Lady Juliana, formed the amount of what we were now to 
receive of the large cargo of that unfortunate ftiip. 

Lieutenant Riou alfo fenl by thefe fliips the twenty male convids 
which had been feleded as artificers and put on board the Guardian in 
England ; and with them he font the moft pointed recommendations in 
their favour, defcriblng their condud, both before and after the acci- 
dent which happened to the Ihip under his command, in the ftrongeft 
terms of approbation. 

The Lady Juliana being found on infpedion to require fuch exten- 
five repairs as would too long delay the difpatching the neceflary 
fupplics to Norfolk Ifland, the governor direded the Surprife tranfport 
and Juftinian ftoreftiip to proceed thither. 

By the 19th, the Juftinian was cleared of her cargo, excepting about 
five hundred calks of provifions, which were not to be taken out until 
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Ihe arnTed at Norfolk Ifland ; and both that fldp and the Surprife 
were preparing with all expedition for failing. The Juftinian, how- 
ever, from the circumftance of retaining fome part of her large cargo 
on board, was ready firfl, and failed on the 28th. The mafter, Mr. 
Benjamin Maitland, was directed to follow his former orders after land- 
ing his ftores and provifions at Norfolk Illand, and proceed to Canton 
to freight home with teas upon account of government. She was 
hired by the month at fifteen Ihillings and fixpence per ton, and was 
to be in government employ until her return to Deptford. By this fliip 
the governor fent difpatches to the fecrctary of ftate. 

The Lady Juliana, having received fome repairs by the carpenters of 
the colony at the time when it was defigned fhe Ihould go to Norfolk 
Ifland, and fome others by the alfiftance of her own carpenters, failed 
a day or two after the Juftinian for Canton From the extravagant 
price fet on his goods by the mafter, his (hop had turned out badly ; 
and it was faid that he took many articles to fea, which he muft of 
neceflSty throw overboard before he reached Canton. 

The governor received by thefe (hips difpatches from the fecretary 
of ftate, containing, among other articles of information, inftruflions 
refpefting the granting of lands and the allotting of ground in town- 
, Blips. Soon after tlieir arrival it was declared in public orders : 

That, in confequence of the alTurances that were given to the non- 
commiflioned officers and men belonging to the detachment of marines, 
on their embarking for the fervicc of this country, that fuch of them 
as (hould behave well (hould be allowed to quit the fcrt'Ice on their 
return to England, or be difeharged abroad upon the relief, and 
permitted, to fettle in the country ; his Majefty had been gracioufly 
pleafed to direct the following terms to be held out as an encourage- 
ment to fuch non-commiffioned officers and private men of the marines 
as might be defirous of becoming fettlers in this country, or in any of 
the iflands comprifed within the government of the continent * of New 
South Wales, on the arrival of the corps raifed and intended for the 
fervice of this country, and for their relief ; viz. 

To every non-commiffioned officer, an allotment of one hundred 
and thirty acres of land if Angle, and one hundred and fifty if married. 

* Now fo called officially for the firlt time. 

To 
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To every private man, eighty acres oflaml if finglc, one hundred if 
married ; and ten acres of land for each child at the time of granting 
the allotment ; free of all fees, taxes, quit-rents, and other acknow- 
ledgments, for the term of five years ; at the expiration of which term 
to be liable to an annual quit-rent of one (hilling for every fifty acre*. 

As a further encouragement, a bounty was offered of tlircc pounds 
per man to every iion-cominiffioned officer and private man who would 
enlift in the new corps, (to form a company to be officered from the 
marines,) and an allotment of double the above proportion of land if 
they behaved well for five years, to be granted them at the expiration 
of that time ; the faid allotments not to be fubjed to any fee or tax for 
ten years, and then to be liable to an annual quit-rent of one Hulling 
for every fifty acres. 

And upon their difeharge at either of tlic above periods they were 
to be fupplied with clothing and one year’s provifions, with feed grain, 
tools, and implements of agriculture. 'J'he fcrvice of a certain number 
of convidts was to be affigned to them for their labour when they could 
make it appear that they could maintain, feed, and clothe them. In 
thefe inftrudlions no mention was made of granting lands to officers; 
and to other perfons w'ho might emigrate and be delirous of fettling in 
this country, no greater proportion of land was to be allotted than what 
was to be granted to a non-commilfioned officer of the marines. 

Government, between every allotment, referved to itfelf a fpace 
equal to the largcft grant, on either fide, which, as crown land, was 
not to be granted, but leafed only to individuals for the term of four- 
teen years. 

Provifion was made for the church, by allotting in each townfhip 
which fliould be marked out four hundred acres for the maintenance 
of a miniftcr ; and half of that number was to be allotted for the main- 
tenance of a fchool mafter. 

If the allotments (liould happen to be made on the banks of any na- 
vigable river or creek, care was to be taken that the breadth of each 
track did not extend along the banks thereof more than one-third of the 
length of fuch track, in order that no fcttler (liould engrofs more than 
his proportion of the benefit which would accrue from fuch a fituation. 
And it was alfo direded, that the good and the bad land fliould be as 
equally divided as circumftanccs would allow. 

No 
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No new regulations were diredled to take place in refped of granting 
lands to convifts emancipated or difcharged ; the original inftruaions, 
under which each male convi£l if fingle was to have thirty, if married 
fifty, and ten acres for every child he might have at the time of fettling, 
remained in force. 

The particular conditions required by the crown from a fettler were, 
the refiding upon the ground, proceeding to the improvement and cql- 
tivation of his allotment, and referring fuch of the timber thereof as 
might be fit for naval purpofes for the ufe of his Majefty. 

The period fixed by government for vi<£fualling a fettler from the 
public (lores, twelve months, was in general looked upon as too fhoit, 
and it was thought not pradticable for any one at the end of that period 
to maintain himfclf, unlefs during that time he fhould have very great 
alliftancc given him, and be fortunate in his crops. 

About the latter end of this month a fpcrmaceti whale was feen in 
the harbour, and fome boats from the tranfports went after it with 
harpoons ; but, from the ignorance of the people in the ufe of them, 
the filh efcaped unhurt. In a few days afterwards word was received 
that a punt belonging to Lieutenant Poulden had been purfued by a 
whale and overfet, by wliich accident young Mr. Fergufon (a midfliip- 
man of the Sirius) and two foldiers were unfortunately drowned. The 
foldicrs, with another of their companions, who faved his life by fwim- 
ming, had been down the harbour fifhing, and, calling at the Look-out, 
took in Mr. Fergufon, who had fat up all the preceding night to write 
to his father, (Captain James Fergufon, lieutenant-governor of Green- 
wich hofpital,) and was now bringing his letters to Sydney for the 
purpofe of fending them by the Juftinian. 

Mr. Fergufon was a Heady well-difpofed young man, and the fervice, 
in all probability, by this extraordinary accident, loft a good officer. 

The Scarborough was cleared this month, and, being difcharged 
from government employ, the mafter was left at liberty to proceed to 
Canton, where he was to load home with teas. 

Much irregularity was committed by the fcamen of the tranfports, 
who found means to get on ftiore at night, notwithftanding the port 
orders ; and one, a failor from the Neptune, was puniffied with twenty- 
five laflics for being found on fliore without any permiifion at eleven 
o’clock at night. 

s The 
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The fick lift, now confifting of only three hundred and thirty-two 
perfons, was found to be daily decreafing, and the mortality was in- 
finitely lefs at the end, than at the beginning of the month. 

Auguft.] Tlie Siirprife tranfport failed on the firft of Auguft for 
Norfolk Hland, having on board thirty-five male and one hundred and 
fifty female convids, two of the fuperintendants lately arrived, and one 
deputv commiftar)’, Mr. Thomas Freeman, appointed fuch by the go- 
vernor’s warrant. There came out in the Neptune a perfon of the 
name of Wentworth, who, being dcfirous of fome employment in this 
country, was now fent to Norfolk Hland to ad as an alfiftant to the 
furgeon there, being reputed to have the neceflary requifites for fuch a 
fituation. 

On the Sth, the Scarborough failed for Canton, and the Neptune was 
preparing to follow her as foon as Ihe could be cleared of the cargo flie 
had on board upon account of government. While this was deliver- 
ing, fome of the convids who came out in that (hip put in before the 
judge-advocate their claims upon the mafter, Mr. Donald Trail, not 
only for clothing and other articles, but for money, which they ftated 
to have been taken from them at the time of their embarkation, and 
had never fince been returned to them. Many of thefe claims were 
difputed by Mr. Trail, and others were fettled to the fatisfadion of the 
claimants ; but of their clothing, knives, buckles, &c. he could give 
no other account, than that he was direded by the naval agent. Lieu- 
tenant Shapeote, to deftroy them at their embarkation for obvious rca- 
fons, tending to the fafety of the (hip and for the prefervation of their 
healths. 

On the 1 9th the Neptune was cleared and difeharged the fcrvice, 
having landed the cargo fhe brought out on government account in 
good condition. Preparatory to her failing for China, (he quitted the 
cove on the sad ; foon after which, information being received that 
feveral convids purpofed to attempt making their efcape in her from 
the colony, a fmall armed party of foldiers was fent on board her, 
under the diredion of Lieutenant Long • of the marines, to fearch the 
(hip, when one man and one woman were found on board. The man 

• Appointed by Governor Philip, after the arrival of the New South Wales corps, to 
do the duty of town-adjutant. 

was 


Digitized by Googid 


August.] IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 13* 

was one vrho had juft arrived in the colony, and, being foon tired of 
"his fituation, had prevailed on fome of the people to fccretc him among 
the fire-wood which they had taken on board. In the night another 
perfon fwam off to the ftiip, and was received by the guard. He 
pleaded being a rfree man, but as he had taken a very improper mode 
of quitting the colony, he was, by order of the governor, punifticd the 
day following, together with the conviff who had been found concealed 
among the fire-wood. The Neptune failed on the 24th, leaving behind 
her one mate Mr. Forfar, and two Teamen ; and the cove was once 
more without a fhip. • 

An excurfion into the country had been undertaken this month by 
Captain Tench and fome other officers. They were abfent fix days, 
and on their return we learned, that they had proceeded in a dircdlion 
S. S. W. of Rofe Hill ; that they met with frefh water running to the 
northward ; found the traces of natives wherever they went, and paffed 
through a very bad country interfered every where with deep ravines. 
They had reafon to think, that in rainy weather the run of water 
which they met with rofe above its ordinary level between thirty and 
forty feet. They faw a flock of emu’s twelve in number. 

It having been found that the arms and ammunition which were 
entrufted to the convidls refiding at the diftant farms for their pro- 
tection againft the natives, were made a very difi'erent ufe of, an order 
was given recalling them, and prohibiting any conviCts from going out 
with arms, except M'Intire, Burn, and Randall, who were licenfed 
game-killers. 

The clergyman complaining of non-attendance at divine fervice, 
which it mull be obferved was generally performed in the open air, 
alike unfheltered from wind and rain, as from the fervor of the fum- 
mer’s fun, it was ordered that three pounds of flour Ihould be deducted 
from the ration of each overfeer, and two pounds from that of each 
labouring convid, who Ihould not attend prayers once on each Sun- 
day, unlefg fome reafonable excufe for their abfence ihould be alligned. 

Toward the latter end of the month a criminal court was held' for 
the trial of Hugh Low, a convid, who had been in the Guardian, and 
who was in cuftody for dealing a Iheep, the property of Mr. Palmer 
the commiffary. Being moft dearly convided of the offence by the 
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evidence of an accomplice and others, he received fentence of death, 
and, the governor not deeming it advifable to pardon an offence of 
that nature, fuffered the next day, acknowledging the commidion of 
the fa£l for which he died. 

The prefervation of our ftock was an objc£f of fo much confequence 
to the colony, tliat it became indifpenfably neceflary to protefl it by 
every means in our power. Had any lenity been extended to this 
offender on account of his good condud in a particular fituation, it 
might have been the caufc of many depredations being made upon the 
ftock, which it was hoped his punifhment would prevent. 

On the 28th a pair of flioes was ferved to each convidi. The fe- 
male convidls were employed in making the flops for the men, which 
had been now fent out unmade. Eiach woman who could work at 
her needle had materials for two fhirts given her at a time, and while 
fo employed was not to be taken for any other labour. 

The ftorehoufe which was begun in July was finifhed this month, 
and was got up and covered in without any rain. Its dimenfions were 
one hundred feet by twenty-two. 

At Rofe Hill the convidls were employed in conftruding the new 
town which had been marked out, building the huts, and forming 
the principal ftreet. The governor, who perfonally diredled all thefe 
works, caufed a fpot of ground for a capacious garden to be allotted 
for the ufe of the New South Wales corps, contiguous to the fpot 
whereon his excellency meant to eredl the barracks for that corps. 

In addition to the flag-ftaff which had been eredted on the fouth 
head of the harbour, the governor determined toconftrudl a column, of 
a height fuflicient to be feen from fome diftance at fea, and the ftone- 
mafons were fent down to quarry ftone upon the fpot for the building. 

The body of one of the unfortunate people who were drowned at 
the latter end of July laft with Mr. Fergufon was found about the clofe 
of this month, waOied on fliore in Rofe Bay, and very much disfi- 
gured. The whale which occaftoned this accident, we were informed, 
had never found its way out of the harbour, but, getting on Ihorc is 
Manly Bay, was killed by the natives, and was the caufe of numbers 
of them being at this time affembled to partake of the repafts which it 
afforded them. 
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CHAP. XI. 

GOVERNOR PHtLUP WOUNDED BY A NATIVE.— INTERCOURSE OPENED WITH 

THE NATIVES. great HAUL OF FISH. — CONVICTS ABSCOND WITH A 

BOAT. WORKS. — WANT OF RAIN. NATIVES.— SUPPLY RETURNS FROM 

BATAVIA. TRANSACTIONS THERE. — CRIMINAL COURTS. JAMES BLOOD- 

WORTH EMANCIPATED. — OARS FOUND IN THE WOODS. — A CONVICT 

BROUGHT BACK IN THE SUPPLY. A BOAT WITH FIVE PEOPLE LOST.— 

PUBLIC WORKS.— A CONVICT WOUNDED BY A NATIVE. — ARMED PARTIES 
SENT OUT TO AVENOE HIM. — A DUTCH VESSEL ARRIVES WITH SUPPLIES 
FROM B.ATAVIA. DECREASE BY SICKNESS AND CASUALTIES IN 1 790. 

September.] SiNCE the efcape of Bennillong the native in May 
lift, nothing had been heard of him, nor had any thing worthy of 
notice occurred among the other natives. In the beginning of this 
month, however, they were brought forward again by a circuinftance 
which feemed at firfl: to threaten the colony with a lofs that mud have 
been for fome time feverely felt ; but which was fucceeded by an open- 
ing of that amicable intercourfe with thefe people which the governor 
had always laboured to eftablilh, and which was at Lift purchafed by a 
moft unpleafant .accident to himfclf, and at the rifle of his life. 

The governor, who liad uniformly dire£fed every undertaking in 
perfon fincc the formation of the colony, went down in the morning 
of the yth to the fouth head, accompanied by Captain Collins and 
Lieutenant Waterhoufe, to give fome inftrudlions to the people em- 
ployed in eredling a column at that place. As he was returning to 
the fetticment, he received information, by a boat which had landed 
Mr. WTiitc and fome other gentlemen in the lower part of the harbour, 
(they were going on an cxcurfion towards Broken Bay,) that Ben- 
nillong had been fecn there by Mr. White, and had fent the governor 
as a prefent a piece of the whale which was then lying in the walh of 
the furf on the beach. Anxious to fee him again, the governor, after 
taking fome arms from the party at the Look-out, which he thought 
die more requifitc in this vifit as he heard the cove was full of natives, 

went 
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went down and landed at the place where the whale was lying. Here 
he not only faw Bennlllong, but Cole-be alfo, who had made his efcape 
from the governor’s houfe a few days after his capture. At firft his ex- 
cellency trufted himfclf alone with thefe people ; but the few months 
Bennillong had been away had fo altered his perfon, that the governor, 
vntil joined by Mr. Collins and Mr. Waterhoufe, did not perfedly 
recoiled his old acquaintance. Bennillong had been always much 
attached to Mr. Collins, and tcftilled with much warmth his fatis- 
fadion at feeing him again. Several articles of wearing apparel were 
now given to him and his companions (taken for that purpofe from 
the people in the boat, who, all but one man, remained on their oars 
to be ready in cafe of any accident), and a proinife was exaded from 
the governor by Bennillong to return in two days with more, and alfo 
with fome hatchets or tomahawks. The cove was full of natives 
allured by the attradions of a whale feaft ; and it being remarked 
during the conference that the twenty or thirty which appe.ircd were 
drawing thcmfelves into a circle round the governor and his fmali 
unarmed party, (for that was literally and moft inexcufably their 
fituation,) the governor propofed retiring to the boat by degrees ; 
but Bennillong, who had prefented to him feveral natives by name, 
pointed out one, whom the governor, thinking to take particular 
notice of, ftepped forward to meet, holding out both his hands 
toward him. The favage not underftanding this civility, and perhaps 
thinking that he was going to feize him as a prifoner, lifted a fpear 
from the grafs with his foot, and fixing it on his throwing-ftick, in 
an inftant darted it at the governor. The fpear entered a little above 
the collar bone, and had been difeharged with fuch force, that the 
barb of it came through on the other fide. Several other fpears were 
thrown, but happily no further mifehief was effedled. The fpear was 
with difficulty broken by Lieutenant Waterhoufe, and while the go- 
vernor was leading down to the boat the people landed witli the arms, 
but of four mufquets which ihfy brought on Ihore one only could be 
fired. 

The boat had five miles to row before it reached the fettlement ; 
but the people in her exerting themfclves to the utmoft, the governor 
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was landed and in his houfe in fomething icfs than two hours. The 
ipear was extra<!Ied with much ikill by Mr. Balmain, one of the 
aflidant-furgcons of the hofpital, who immediately pronounced the 
wound not mortal. An armed party was dlfpatched that evening 
toward Broken Bay for Mr. White, the principal furgeon, who re- 
turned the following day, and reported that in the cove where the 
whale lay they faw fevcral natives ; but being armed nothing had 
happened. 

No other motive could be afllgncd for this condiufl in the favage, 
than the fuppofed apprchenfion that he was about to be feized by the 
governor, which the circumftance of his advancing toward him with 
his hands held out might create. But it certainly would not have 
happened had the precaution of taking even a fingle mulket on Ihore 
been attended to. The governor had always placed too great a con- 
fidence in thefe people, under an idea tliat the fight of fire arms would 
deter them from approaching j he had now, however, been taught a 
leflbn which it might be prefumed he would never forget. 

This accident gave caufe to the opening of a communication between 
the natives of this country and the fettlcment, which, although at- 
tended with fuch an unpromifing beginning, it was hoped would be 
followed with good confequenccs. 

A few days after the accident, Bcnnillong, who certainly had not 
any culpable lhare in the tranfailion, came with his wife and fome 
of his companions to a cove on the north fhore not far from the fet- 
tlement, where, by means of Boo-roong, the female who lived in 
the clergyman’s houfe, an interview was effefted between the natives 
and fome officers, Mr. White, Mr. Palmer, and others, who at fome 
perfonal rilk went over with her. 

At this time the name of the man who had wounded the governor 
was firft known, Wii-le-ine-ring ; and Bcnnillong made many attempts 
to (is a belief that he had beaten him feverely for the aggreffion. 
Bcnnillong declared that he fliould wait in that fituatioii for fome days, 
and hoped that the governor would he able, before the expiration of 
them, to vifit him. On the tenth day after he had received the 
wound, his excellency was fo fair recovered as to go to the place, 
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accompanied by fevcral officers all armed, where he faw Bennillong 
and his companions. Bennillong then repeated his aflurances of his 
having, in conjundlion with his friend Cole-be, feverely beaten WiL 
le-me-ring ; and added that his throwing the fpear at the governor was 
entirely the effcil of his fears, and done from the impulfe of fclf- 
prel’ervation. 

The day preceding the governor’s vifit, the filhing boats had the 
greateft fiiccefs which liad yet l)een met with ; near four thoufand 
of a filh, named by us, from its fhape only, the falmon, being taken 
at two hauls of the feine. Each fifh weighed on an average about 
five pounds ; they were iffiied to this fettlement, and to that at Rofe 
Hill ; and thirty or forty were fent as a conciliating prefent to Ben- 
nillong and his party on the north fhore. 

Thefe circumftances, and the vifit to the natives, in which it was 
endeavoured to convince them that no animofity was retained on ac- 
count of the late accident, nor refentment harboured againfi any but 
the adual perpetrator of the fa<H, created a variety in the converlation 
of the day ; and thofe who were defirous of acquiring the language 
were glad of the opportunity which the recently-opened intcrcourfc 
feemed to promife them. 

In the night of the 26th a defection of an extraordinary nature took 
place. Five male convidls conveyed themfclves, in a fmall flat boat 
called a punt, from Rofe Hill undifeovered. They there exchanged 
the punt, which would have been unfit for their purpofe, for a boat, 
though very fmall and weak, with a mart and lail, with which they 
got out of the harbour. On fending to Rofe Hill, people were found 
who could give an account of their intentions and proceedings, and 
who knew that they piirpofed (leering for Otaheite. They had each 
taken provifions for one week ; their cloaths and bedding ; three iron 
pots, and fomc other utenfils of that nature. They all came out in 
the laft fleet, .and took this method of fpcedily .accomplilhing their 
fentences of tranfportation, which were for the term of their natural 
lives. Their names were, John Tarwood, a daring, defperate cha- 
radler, and the principal in the fcheme ; Jofeph Sutton, who was 
found fccreted on board the Neptune and punilhed ; George Lee ; 
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George Connoway, and John Watfon. A boat with an oflicer was 
fcnt to fearch for them in the north-weft branch of this harbour, but 
returned, after feveral hours fearch, without difcoverlng the Icaft trace 
of them. They no doubt pulhed directly out upon that ocean wliich, 
from the wretched ftatc of the boat wherein they trufted themfelves, 
muft have proved their grave. 

Tlie governor purpofing to crc£t a capacious ftorehoufe and a range 
of barracks .at Rofe Hill, a conviit who underftood the bufinefs of 
brick-making was fent up for the purpofe of manufacturing a quantity 
fufticient for thofe buildings, a vein of clay having been found which it 
was fuppofed would burn into good bricks. A very convenient wharf 
. and landing place were made at that fettlcracnt, and twenty-feven huts 
were in grc.at forwardnefs at the end of the month. 

Very fmall hopes were entertained of the wheat of this feafon ; 
extreme dry weather was daily burning it up. Toward the latter end 
of the month fome rain fell, the firft which deferved the name of 
a heavy rain fince laft June. 

Odlober.] The little rain which fell about the clofe of the preceding 
month foon ceafed, and the gardens and the corn grounds were again 
parching for want of moifturc. The grafs in the woods was fo dried, 
that a fingle fpark would have fet the furrounding country in flames ; 
an inftance of this happened early in the month, with the wind blow- 
ing ftrong at N. W. It was however happily checked. 

Bennillong, after appointing feveral days to vifit the governor, came 
at laft on the 8th, attended by three of his companions. The wel- 
come reception they met with from every one who faw them infpired 
the ftrangers with fuch a confidence in us, that the vifit was foon 
repeated ; and at length Bennillong folicited the governor to build him 
a hut at the extremity of the eaftern point of the cove. This the 
governor, who was very defirous of prefervlng the friendly Intercourfe 
which feemed to have taken place, readily promlfed, and gave the 
neceflary dircCHons for its being built. 

19th.] While we were thus amufmg ourfelves with thefe children 
of ignorance, the fignal for a fail was made at the South Head, and 
Ihortly after the Supply anchored in the cove from Batavia, having 
been abfent from the fettlcmcnt fix months and two days. Lieutenant 
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Ball arrived at Batavia on the 6th of July laft, where he hired a veflel, 
a Dutch iiiow, which was to fail ‘Iliortly after him with the provilions 
that he had purchafed for the colony. While the Supply lay at Batavia 
the feafon was more unhealthy than had ever been known before ; 
every hofpital was full, and feveral hundreds of the inhabitants had 
died. Lieutenant Ball, at this grave of Europeans, buried Lieutenant 
Newton I'owell, Mr. Rofs the gunner, and feveral of his fearoen. 

He tried for fome days to touch .it Norfolk Ifland, but ineflcflually, 
being prevented by eaftcrly winds. Mr. King and Mr. Miller (the 
late commiflary) had failed on the 4th of laft Aiiguft in a Dutch packet 
for Europe. 

By the return of this veflel feveral comforts were introduced Into 
the fcttlemcnt ; her commander, with that attention to the wants of ; 

the difierent officers which always charafterifed him, having procured 
and token on board their refpeilive inveftments. ^ 

In his paflage to Batavia, Lieutenant Ball faw fome iflands, tO' 
which, conjeQuring, from not finding them in any charts which he 
had on board, that he might claim being the difeoverer of them, he 
gave names accordingly. Although anxious to make an expeditious 
paflage, he had the mortification to be baifled by contrary winds 
both to and from Batavia ; and at that fcttlemcnt, inftead of finding 
the governor-general (to whom in his orders he was diredled to apply 
for petmifllon to purchafe provifions, and for a fliip to bring them) 
ready to forward the fervice he came on, which he reprefented as 
requiring the utmoft expedition, he was referred to the Sabandhaar, 

Mr. N. Engelhard, who, after much delay and pretence of difficulty 

in procuring a veflel, produced one, a fnow, which they eftimated at '' 

three hundred and fifty tons burthen, and demanded to be paid for at 

the r.\te of eighty rix dollars for every ton freight, amounting together ^ 

to twenty-eight thoufand rix dollars, each rix dollar being computed ^ 

at forty-eight Dutch pennies ; and the freight was to be paid although 

the veflel fhould be loft on the paflage. ^ 

As it was impolfible to hire any veflel there upon cheaper terms. 

Lieutenant Ball was compelled to engage for the W;iakl'amhcyd (that 

being her name, which, cngllfhcd, lignificd “ Good look out”) upon t 

the terms they propofed. Of the provifions which he was iaftrucled 
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to procure, the whole quantity of flour, two hundred thoufand pounds, 
was not to be had, he being able only to purchafe twenty thoufand 
and twenty-one pounds, for which they charged ten ftivers per pound, 
and an addition of about one-third of a penny per pound w.as charged 
for grinding it Inllcad of the flour Lieutenant Ball purchafed two 
hundred thoufand pounds of rice, at one rix dollar and forty-four (livers 
per htindred weight, over and above the feventy thoufand pounds he 
was diredled to procure. The fait provifions were paid for at the rate 
of feven ftivers per pound, and the amount of the whole cargo, includ- 
ing the ca(ks for the flour, wood for dunnage, hire of cooIeys, and of 
craft for (hipping the provifions, was thirty thoufand four hundred and 
forty-one rix dollars and thirty-three ftivers ; which added to the 
freight (twenty-eight thoufand rix dollars) made a total of fifty-eight 
thoufand four hundred and forty-one rix dollars and thirty-three 
ftivers, or ii,6S81. 6s. gd. ftcrling. 

Mr. Ormfby, a mid(hipman from the Sirius, was left to come on 
widi the fnow, which it was hoped would fail in a few weeks after 
the Supply. 

The criminal court was twice a(Tcmbled during this month. At the 
firft a foldier was tried for a felony, but acquitted. At the fecond 
Wiliam Harris .and Edward Wildblood were tried for entering a hut 
at Parramatta, in which was only one man, and that a fick per- 
fon, whom they knocked down, and then robbed the hut. They were 
clearly convi£led of the offence, and, being mod daring and flagrant 
offenders, were executed at Role Hill, near the hut which they had 
robbed. Thefe people had given a great deal of trouble before they 
committed the offence for which they fuffered. At the latter end of 
the laft month they took to the woods, having more than once or twice 
robbed their companions at Rofe Hill. As they were well known, the 
Watch foon brought them in to the fettlement at Sydney. They con- 
feffed, that the night before they were apprehended they killed a goat 
belonging to Mr. White. The governor direfted them immediately to 

* The flour, without the freight, including one hundred and ten rix dollars which 
were charged for twenty-two half Icagcrs in which it was contained, amounted as neatly 
as poflible to ten-pence three farthings per pound. 
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he linked together by the leg, and fent them back to Rofe Hill, there 
to labour upon bread and water. It was in this lituation that, taking 
advantage of their overfeer’s ablence for a few minutes, they went to 
the hut, of the litu.ition of which they had previous knowledge, and 
robbed it of every thing they could carry away. 

While thefe people were fuffering the punifhment they deferved, 
James Bloodworth, mentioned before in this narrative, received the 
mod diftinguifhing m.nk of approbation which the governor had in his 
power to give him, being declared free, and at liberty to return to 
England whenever he fliould choofe to quit the colony. Bloodworth 
had approved himfelf a mod ufcful member of the fettlement, in which 
there was not a houfe or building th.at did not owe fomething to him; 
and as his lofs would be feverely felt Ihould he quit it while in its in- 
fancy, he bound himfelf by an agreement with the governor to work 
for two years longer in the colony, dipulating only to be fed and 
clothed during that time. 

Encouraged by the facility with which Tarwood and his companions 
made their efcape from the colony, fome others were forming plans for 
a fimilar enterprife. A convldt gave information that a fcheme nearly 
ripe for execution was framed, and that the parties had provided them- 
felves with oars, mads, fails, &c. for the purpofe, which were con- 
cealed in the woods ; and as a proof of the veracity of his account, he 
fo clearly deferibed the place of depofit, that on fending to the fpot, 
four or five rude unfinilhed dakes were found, which he faid were to 
be falhioned into oars. The perfon who gave the information dreaded 
fo much being known as the author, that no further notice was taken 
of it than dedroylng the oars, and keeping a very vigilant eye on the 
condudl of the people who had been named by him as the parties in the 
bufmefs. 

Attempts of this fort were always likely to be made, at lead as long 
as any difficulty occurred in their quitting the colony after the term had 
expired for which by law they were fentenced to remain abroad. There 
mud be many among them who would be anxious to return to their 
wives or children, or other relations, and who, perhaps, might not refort 
again to the companions of their idle hours. If thefe people found any 
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obftacles in their way, they would n.aturally be driven to attempt the 
attainment of their wiflics in fomc other mode j and it would then be- 
come an object of bad policy, as well as cruelty, to detain them. 

The weather about this period was evidently becoming warmer every 
day ; and although the trees never wholly loft their foliage, yet they 
gave manifeft (igns of the return of fpring. 

November.] James Williams, who was miffing on the failing of the 
Supply for Batavia, was found by Lieutenant Ball to have fecreted him- 
felf on board that vefi'el, and on her return he delivered him up as a 
prifoncr to the provoft-m.irlhal. Williams owned that his flight was to 
avoid a punifhment which he knew awaited him ; and Lieutenant Ball 
fpokc fo favour.ably of his conduit while he was under his obfervation, 
that the governor would have forgiven him, had he not feared that 
others might, from fuch an example, think to meet the fame indulg- 
ence : he therefore direited him to receive two hundred and fifty lalhes, 
(half of the puniftiment which by the court that tried him he was fen- 
tenced to receive,) and remitted’the remainder. 

A fmall boat belonging to Mr. White, which had been fent out with 
a feine, was loft this month fomewhere about Middle Head. She had 
five convids in her ; and, from the reports of the natives who were 
witnelfcs of the accident, it was fuppofed they had crofted the harbour’s 
mouth, and, having hauled the feine in Hunter’s Bay, were returning 
loaded, when, getting in too clofc with the rocks and the furf under 
Middle Head, (he filled and went down. The firft information th.it 
any accident had happened was given by the natives, who had fecured 
the rudder, maft, an oar, and other parts of the boat, which they had 
fixed in fuch fituations as were likely to render them confpicuous to 
any boat paffing that way. Mr. White and fome other gentlemen, 
going down dirc£lly, found their infonnation too true. One of the 
bodies was lying dead on the beach ; witlr the affiftance of Cole-bc 
and the other natives he recovered the feine which was entangled in 
the rocks, and brought away the parts of his boat which they had 
fecured. 

This appeared to be a ftriking inftance of the good effed of the in- 
tercourfc which had been opened with thefe people ; and there feemed 
only to be a good underftanding between us and them wanting to efta- 
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blilh an harmony which would have been produdlive of the bed con- 
fequences, and might have been the means of preventing many of the 
■unfortunate accidents that had happened. The governor, however, 
thought it necefl'ary to diredi, that ofl'enfive weapons Ihould not be 
given to thefe people in exchange for any of their articles ; being ap- 
prchenfivc that they might ufe them among theinfelves, and not wifli- 
ing by any means to arm them againft each other. 

At Rofe Hill a ftorehoufc was begun and finilhed during the month, 
without any rain ; its dimcnfions w^ere one hundred feet by twenty- 
four feet. The bricks there, either from fome error in the procefs, or 
defedt in the clay, were not fo good in quality as thofe made at Sydney. 
— In their colour they were of a deep red when burned, but did not 
appear to be durable. 

At Sydney, a good landing-place on the eaft fide was completed ; and 
two fmall brick huts, one for a cutler’s fhop, and another for the pur- 
pofe of boiling oil or melting tallow, were built on the fame fide. A 
wharf was alfo marked out on the well fide, which was to be earned 
far enough out into deep water to admit of the loaded hoy coming 
along-fidc at any time of tide. The hut, a brick one twelve feet fquare 
and covered with tiles, was finilhed for Bcnnillong, and taken pof- 
fcflion of by him about the middle of the month. 

Notwithftanding the accidents which had happened to many who 
had ftrayed imprudently beyond the known limits of the different fet- 
tlcments, two foldiers of the New South Wales corps, who had had 
every neceffary caution given them on the arrival of their detachment 
at Rofe Hill, ftrayed into the woods, and were miffing for four or 
five days, in which time they had fuffered feverely from anxiety and 
hunger. 

December.] The temporary barrack which had been eredled within 
the redoubt at Rofe Hill, formed only of ports and Ihingles nailed or 
faftened with pegs on battens, going fall to decay, and being found in- 
adequate to guard againft either the rain or wind of the winter months 
and the heat of thofe of the fummer, the foundation of a range of brick 
buildings for the officers and foldiers ftationed there was laid early in the 
month. The governor fixed the fituation contiguous to the ftorehoufc 
lately ereded there, to which they might ferve as a protedlion. They 
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verc defigned for quarters for one company, with the proper number 
of officers, a guard-room, and two fmall ftore-rooms. 

On the loth, John M'Intire, a convidt who was employed by the 
governor to (hoot for him, was dangeroiifly wounded by a native 
named Pe-mul-wy *, while in queft of game in the woods at fome 
confiderable didance from the fettlement. When brought in he de- 
clared, and at a time when he thought himfelf dying, that he did not 
give any offence to the man who wounded him ; that he had even 
quitted his arras, to induce him to look upon him as a friend, when 
the favage threw his fpear at about the diftance of ten yards with a 
(kill that was fatally unerring. When the fpear was extradted, which 
was not until fuppuration took place, it was found to h.ave entered his 
body under the left arm, to the depth of feven inches and a half. It 
was armed for five or fix inches from the point with ragged pieces of 
(hells fattened in gum. His recovery was immediately pronounced 
by Mr. White to be very doubtful. 

As the attack on this man was wanton, and entirely unprovoked on 
the part of M‘Intire, not only from his relation of the circumftancc,. 
but from the account of thofe who were with him, and who bore tefti- 
mony to his being unarmed, the governor determined to punifh the 
offender, who it was underftood reforted with his tribe above the head 
of Botany Bay. He therefore diredted that an armed party from the 
garrifon Ihould march thither, and either deftroy or make prifoners of 
fix perfons (if pradlicable) of that tribe to which the aggreffor belonged, 
carefully avoiding to offer any injury to either women or children. 
To this meafure the governor reforted with reludfance. He had .al- 
ways wifhed that none of their blood might ever be Ihed ; and in his ■ 
own cafe, when wounded by Wille-me-ring, as he could not punilh him‘ 
on the fpot, he gave op all thotights of doing it in future. As, how- 
ever, they fceined to take every advantage of unarmed men, fome 
check appeared abfoluttly necettary. Accordingly, on Tuefday the 
14th a part)', confifting of tw-o captains, (Tench, of the marines, and. 
Hill of the New South W.iles corps) with two fubalterns, three I'er- 

• His name was readily obtained from the natives who lived among us, and who foon ' 
became acquainted with the ciicumiUncet. 
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jcants, two corporals, one drummer, and forty privates, attended by 
two furgeons, fet ofT with three days’ provUlons for the purpofe above- 
mentioned. 

There was little probability that fuch a party would be able fo un- 
expectedly to fall in with the people they were fent to punilh, as to 
furprife them, without which chance, they might hunt them in the 
woods for ever ; and as the dilTercnt tribes (for wc had thought fit to 
clafs them into tribes) were not to be diftinguifhed from each other, 
but by being found inhabiting particular refidences, there would be 
fomc difficulty in determining, if any natives fhould fall in their way, 
whether they were the objeds of their expedition, or fome unofiend- 
ing family wholly unconneClcd with them. The very circumftance, 
how'ever, of a party being armed and detached purpofely to puiilih the 
man and his companions w'ho wounded M'lntire, was likely to have 
a good effed, as it was well known to fevcral natives, who were at 
this time in the town of Sydney, that this was the intention with 
which they w’crc fent out. 

On the third day after their departure they returned, without having 
wounded or hurt a native, or made a prifoner. They faw fome at the 
head of Botany Bay, and fired at them, but without doing them any 
Injury. Whenever the party was feen by the natives, they fled with 
incredible fwiftnefs ; nor had a fecond attempt, which the governor di- 
reClcd, any better fuccefs. 

The governor now determining to avail hlinfelf as much as poflible 
of the health and ftrength of the working conviCls, while by the enjoy- 
ment of a full ration they were capable of exertion, refolved to proceed 
wuth fuch public buildings as he judged to be neceffary for the conve- 
nience of the different fettlements. Accordingly, during this month, the 
foundation of another ftorehoufe was laid, equal in dimenfions and in a 
line with that already ereCted on the caft fide of the cove at Sydney. 

On the 17th the Dutch fnow the Waakfamheyd anchored in the 
cove from Batavia, from which place flic failed on the 20th day of 
laft September, meeting on her pafl'agc with contrary winds. She was 
manned principally with Malays, fixteen of whom (he buried during 
the paflage. Mr. Ormfljy the midfliipman arrived a living picture of 
the ravages made in a good conftitution by a Batavian fever. He was 
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in fuch a debilitated ftate, that it was with great difficulty he fupportcd 
himfelf from the wharf on which he landed to the governor’s houfc. 

The mafter produced a packet from the fabandliaar (his owner) at 
Batavia, incloling two letters to the governor, one written in very good 
Engliffi, containing fuch particulars refpcfting the veflel as he judged 
it for his intereft to communicate ; the other, defigned to convey fuc^J 
information as he was poflefled of refpedling European politics, being 
written in Dutch, unfortunately proved unintelligible ; .ind we could 
only gather from Mr. Ormfby and the maftcr, (who fpoke bad Englifh,) 
that a mifunderftanding fubfillcd between Great Britain and Spain ; but 
on what account could not be didindtly colle£fed. 

On the firft working day after her arrival the people were employed 
in delivering the cargo from the fnow. The quantity of rice brought 
in her was found to be fliort of that purchafed and paid for by Lieute- 
nant Ball 42,900 weight, and the governor confented to receive in lieu 
a certain proportion of butter *, the mailer having a quantity of that 
article on board very good. This deficiency was afeertained by weigh- 
ing all the provifions which were landed ; a proceeding which the 
maBcr acquiefeed in with much relu^ance and fome impertinence. 

The numbers who died by iickneis in the year 1790, were two iea- 
men, one foldier, one hundred and twenty-three male convidls, leven 
females, and ten children ; in all, one hundred and forty-three perfons. 

In the above time four male convi£ts were executed ; one midfhip- 
tnan, two foldiers, and fix male convicts were drowned ; one male con- 
vi£t periflied in the woods, and two abiconded from the colony, fup- 
pofed to be fecreted on board a tranfport ; making a total of decreafe 
one hundred and hfty-nine perfons. '' 


* One pound of butter to eighteen pounds of rice. 
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NEW year’s day.— a convict DROWNED. A NATIVE KILLED SIGNAL 

COLOURS STOLEN. — SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK l.SLAND.— H. E. DODD, 
SUPER1NTF.NDANT AT ROSE HILL, DIES. — PUBLIC WORKS. — TERMS Of- 
•pERED FOR THE HIRE OF THE DUTCH SNOW TO ENGLAND. — THE SUPPLE 
RETURNS.— STATE OF NORFOLK ISLAND. -FISHING-BOAT OVERSET EX- 

CESSIVE HEATS. — OFFICERS AND SEAMEN OF THE SIRIUS EMBARK IN THE 
SNOW. — SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND, AND THE WAAKSAMHEVO 
FOR ENGLAND.— WILLIAM BRVANT AND OTHER CONVICTS ESCAPE FROM 
NEW SOUTH WALES. — RUSE, A SETTLER, DECLARES HE CAN MAINTAIN 
HIMSELF WITHOUT ASSISTANCF. FROM THE PUBLIC STORES.— RATION RE- 
DUCED. ORDERS RESPECTING MARRI.AOE. PORT REGULATIONS.— SET- 

TLERS.— PUBLIC WORKS. 

January 1791.] On the firft day of the new year the convidls were 
excufed from all kind of labour. At Rofe Hill, however, this holiday 
proved fatal to a young man, a convift, who, going to a pond to wafli 
his fliirt, flipped from the fide, and was unfortunately drowned. 

The Indian corn beginning to ripen at that fettlement, the convids 
commenced their depredations, and feveral of them, being taken with com 
in their pofleffion, were puniihed ; but nothing feemed to deter them, 
and they now committed thefts as if they ftole from principle ; for at 
this time they received the full ration, in which no difference wa 
made between them and the governor, or any other free perfon ia the 
colony. When all the provifions brought by the Dutch fnow were re- 
ceived into the public ftores, the governor altered the ration, and caufed 
five pounds of rice to be iflued in lieu of four pounds of flour, which 
were taken off. 

Information having been received toward the clofc of the laft month, 
that fome natives bad thrown a fpear or fiz-gig at a convidi in a garden 
on the weft fide, where they had met together to fteal potatoes, the 
governor fent an armed party to difperfe them, when a club beii^ 
thrown by one of the natives at the party, the latter fired, and one man 
was wounded. This circumftance was at firft only furmifed, from 
tracing a quantity of blood from the fpot to the water ; but in a few 
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days afterward the natives in the town told us the name of the wounded 
man, and added, that he was then dead, and to be found in a cove 
which they mentioned. On going to the place, a man well known in 
the town fince the intercourfe between us and his countrymen had been 
opened was found dead, and difpofed of for burning. He had been 
fhot under the arm, the ball dividing the fubclavian artery, and Mr. 
White was of opinion that he bled to death. 

It was much to be regretted that any necelTity exifted for adopting 
thelc fanguinary punilhments, and that we had not yet been able to 
reconcile the natives to the deprivation of thofe parts of this harbour 
which we occupied. While they entertained the idea of our having 
difponefled them of their relidences, they mull always confider us as 
enemies ; and upon this principle they made a point of attacking the 
white people whenever opportunity and fafety concurred. It was alfo 
unfortunately found, that our knowledge of their language confifted 
at this time of only a few terms for fuch things as, being vifible, 
could not well be miftaken ; but no one had yet attained words enough 
to convey an idea in conneffed terms. It was alfo conceived by forae 
among us, that thofe natives who came occalionally into the town did 
not defire that any of the other tribes fliould participate in the enjoy- 
ment of the few trifles they procured from us. If this were true, it 
would for a long time retard the general underftanding of our friendly 
intentions toward them ; and it was not improbable but that they 
might for the fame reafon reprefent us in every unfavourable light they 
could imagine. 

About the middle of the month a theft of an extraordinai-y nature 
was committed by feme of the natives. It had been the cuftom to 
leave the fignal colours during the day at the flag-ftaff on the fouth head, 
at which place they were feen by fomc of thefc people, who, w.-itching 
their opportunity, ran away with them, and they were afterwards feen 
divided among them in their canoes, and ufed as coverings. 

On the i 8 th the Supply quitted the cove, preparatory to her failing 
for Norfolk Ifland, which flie did on the 22d, having fome provifions 
on board for that fcttlement. She was to bring back Captain Hunter, 
with the oflicers and crew of his Majefty’s late lliip Sirius. Her com- 
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mander, Lieutenant Ball, labouring under a very fevere and alarming 
indifpofition, Mr. David Blackburn, the mafter, was direfted by the 
governor to take charge of her until Mr. Ball Ihould be able to refume 
the command. 

Tlie wound which M'Intire had received proved fatal to him on the 
22d of tills month. He had appeared to be recovering, but in the 
afternoon of that day died fomewhat fuddenly. On opening the body, 
the fpcar appeared to have wounded the left lobe ol the lungs, which 
was found adhering to the fide. In the cavity were difeovered foracof 
the pieces of ftone and fliells with which the weapon had been armed. 
This man had been fufpedted of having wantonly killed or wounded 
feveral of the natives in the courfe of his excurfions after game ; but he 
lleadily denied, from the time he was brought in to his lall moment of 
life, having ever iired at them but once, and then only in defence of 
his own life, which he thought in danger. 

26th. Our colours were hoided in the redoubt, in commemoration 
of the day on which formal poffeflion was taken of this cove three years 
before. 

On the night of the 28th Henry Edward Dodd, the fuperiBtendaiit 
of convidls employed in cultivation at Rofe Hill, died of a decline. 
He had been ill for fome time, but his death was accelerated by ex- 
pofing himfelf in his Ihirt for three or four hours during the night, in 
fearch after fume thieves who were plundering his garden. His body 
was interred in a corner of a large fpot of ground which had been in- 
clofed for the prefervation of dock, whither he was attended by all the 
free people and convidls at Rofe Hill. The fervices rendered to the 
public by this perfon were vifible in the cultivation and improvements 
which appeared at the fettlement where he had the direction. He had 
acquired an afcendancy over the convidfs, which he preferred without 
being hated by them ; he knew how to proportion their labour to their 
ability, and, by an attentive and quiet demeanor, had gained the appro- 
bation and countenance of the difierent officers who had been on duty 
at Rofe Hill. 

Mr. Thomas Qark, a fuperintendant who arrived here in the lad year, 
was diredied by the governor to carry on the duties with which Mr. Dodd 
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had been charged, in which, it muft be remarked, the care of the 
public grain was included. 

At Rofe HilL great progrefs was made in the building of the new 
barracks. 

At Sydney, the public works in hand were, building the new ftore- 
houfe, and two brick houfes, one for the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, and the 
other for Mr. Alt, the furveyor-general. Thefe two buildings were 
erefted on the call fide of the cove, and in a line with thofe in the 
occupation of the coramiflary and judge-advocate. 

February.] The niafter of the Dutch Ihow having received in- 
ftruftions from his owner, the fabandhaar at Batavia, to offer the 
vclfel to the governor, either for falc or for hire, after Ihe Ihould be 
cleared of her cargo, mentioned the circuraftance to his excellency, 
and propofed to him to fell the veffel with all her furniture and pro- 
vifions for the fuin of thirty-three thoufand rix dollars, about 6,600 1. 
or to let her to hire at fifteen rix dollars per ton per month ; in either 
of which cafes a paflage was to be provided for his people to the Cape 
of Good Hope. The governor was defirous of fending this veffel to 
England with the officers and people of the Sirius ; but it was im- 
poffible to clofe with cither of thefe offers, and he rejefled them .as 
anreafonablc. Her mafter therefore dropped the veffel down to the 
lower part of the harbour, meaning to fail immediately for Batavia. 
Choofing, however, to try the fuccefs of other propofals, he wrote 
from Camp Cove to the fecretarj', offering to let the veffel for the 
voyage to England for twenty-thoufand rix dollars, ftipulating th.it 
thirty thoufand rix dollars fliould be paid for her in the event of her 
being loft ; the crew to be landed at the Cape, and himfelf to be fur- 
niftied with a paffage to England. On receiving this his fecond ofier, 
the governor informed him, that inftead of his propofal one pound 
fterling per ton per month ffiould be given for the hire of the fnow, 
to be paid when the voyage for which flic was to be taken up ffiould 
be completed. With this offer of the governor’s, the maflcr, notwith- ' 
Handing his having quitted the cove on his firft terms being rejeiSed, 

^ declared himfelf fatisfied, and direc'lly returned to the cove, faluting 
with live guns on coming to an anchor. 

In 
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In adjufUng the contraiS or charter-party, the mader difplayed the 
grcatefl ignorance and the moft tirefome perverfenefs, throwing ob- 
ftacles in the way of every claufe that was inferted. It was however 
at lengtli finally fettled and ligned by the governor on the part of the 
crown, and by Detiner Smith, the mafter, on the part of his owners, 
he confenting to be paid for only three hundred tons inllead of three 
hundred and fifty, for which fhe had been impofed upon Lieutenant 
Ball at Batavia. The carpenter of the Supply meafured her in 
this cove. 

Diredlions -were now given for fitting her up as a tranfport to re- 
ceive the Sirius’s late (hip’s company and oflficers ; and Lieutenant 
Edgar, who came out in the Lady Juliana tranfport, was ordered to 
fuperintend the fitting her, as an agent; in which fituation he waste 
embark on board her and return to England. 

26th. The Supply, after an abfence of juft five weeks, returned 
from Norfolk IHand, having on board Captain Hunter, with the 
officers and people of the Sirius ; and Lieutenant John Johnfon of 
the marines, whofe ill ftate of health would not permit him to reman 
there any longer. 

We now found that our apprehenfions of the diftrelTcd fituation of 
that fcttlement until it was relieved were well founded. The fup- 
ply of provifions which was difpatched in the Juftinian and Surprife 
reached them at a critical point of time, there being in ftorc on the 
yth of Auguft, when they appeared off the illand, previfions but for 
a few days at the ration then iffued, which was three pounds of flour 
and one pint of rice ; or, in lieu of flour, three pounds of Indian meal 
or of wheat, ground, and not feparated from the hufks or the bran. 
Their fait provifions were fo nearly expended, that while a bird or a 
fiflt could be procured no fait meat was iffued. The weekly ration rf 
this article was only one pound and an half of beef, or feventeen 
ounces of pork. What their fituation might have been but for tht 
providential fupply of birds which they met with, it was impoffible to 
fay ; to themfelvcs it was too diftreffing to be contemplated. 0® 
Mount Pitt they were fortunate enough to obtain, in an abundantt 
almoft incredible, a fpecies of aquatic birds, anfwering the defcription 
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of that known by the name of the PufEn. ITiefe birds came In from 
the fea every evening, in clouds literally darkening the air, and, 
defcending on Mount Pitt, depofited their eggs in deep holes made by 
themfeives in the ground, generally quitting them in the morning, 
and returning to feck their fubfiftence in the fea. From tvro to three 
thoufand of thefc birds were often taken in a night. Their feeking 
their food in the ocean left no doubt of their own fiefh partaking of 
the quality of that upon which they fed ; but to people circumftanced 
as were the inhabitants on Norfolk Ifland, this leffcned not their im- 
portance ; and while any Mount Pitt birds (fuch being the name given 
them) were to be had, they were eagerly fought. The knots of the 
pine tree, fplit and made into fmall bundles, afforded the miferable 
occupiers of a fmall fpeck in the ocean fufficient light to guide them 
through the woods, in fearch of what was to ferve them for their 
next day’s meal. They were alfo fortunate enough to lofe but a few 
calks of the provifions brought to the illand in the Sirius, by far the 
greater part being got fafely on fliore ; but fo hazardous was at all' 
times the landing in Sydney Bay, that in difeharging the two (hips, 
the large cutter belonging to the Sirius was loft upon the reef, as fhe 
was coming in with a load of cafles, and fome women ; by whicli 
accident, two feamcn of the Sirius, (of whom James Coventry, tried 
at Sydney in 1788, for affaulting M'Neal on Garden Illand, was one,) 
three women, one child, (an infant at the breall whofe mother got fafe 
on Ihore,) and one male convidl who fwam off to their affiftanccj 
were unfortunately drowned. The weather, notwithftanding this ac- 
cident, ■was fo favourable at other times, that in one day two hundred' 
and ninety calks of provifions were landed from the Ihips. 

The experience of three years had now fliewn, that the fummer was 
the only proper feafon for fending ftores and provifions to Norfolk 
Ifiand, as during that period the paffage through the reef had been 
found as good, and the landing as praiUcable as in any cove in Port 
Jackfon. 6ut this was by no means certain or conftant ; for the furf 
had been obferved to rife when the fea beyond it was perfciftly calm, 
and without the fmalleft indication of any change in the weather. 
A gale of wind at a diftance from the illand would fuddenly occafion 
fuch a fwell, that landing would be either dangerous or impra£iicable. 

It 
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It was matter of great fatisfadlon to learn, that the Sirius’s people, 
under the direftion of Captain Hunter, had been moll ufefully and 
fuccefsfully employed in removing feveral rocks which obftruQed the 
paflTagc through the reef; and that a corredt furvey of the ifland had 
been made by Lieutenant Bradley, by which feveral dangers had been 
difeovered, which until then had been unknown. 

The lieutenant-governor had, fince taking upon him the command 
of the fettlement, caufed one hundred and fourteen acres of land to be 
cleared ; and the late crops of maize and wheat, it was fuppofed, 
would have proved very produdllve hatj they not been fown fomewhat 
too late, and not only retarded by too dry a feafon but infelled by 
myriads of grubs and caterpillars, which deftroyed every thing before 
them, notwithftanding the general exertions w-hich were made for 
their extirpation. Thefe vermin were obferved to vifit the iBand 
during the fummer, but at no fixed period of that fealbn. 

Two pieces of very coarfe canvas manufadlured at Norfolk Ifland 
were fent to the governor ; but, unlefs better could be produced from 
' the looms tlian thefe fpccimcns, little e.\pcdatlon was to be formed 
of this article ever anfwering even the common culinary purpofes to 
which canvafs can be applied. 

Thofe ofRcers who had palled fome time in both fettlements re-> 
marked, that the air of Norfolk Ifland was fomewhat cooler than that 
of ours, here at Sydney ; every breeze that blew being, from its infular 
fituation, felt there. 

Martial law continued In force until the fupplies arrived ; and of the 
general demeanor of the convicts during that time report fpoke fa- 
vourably. 

The Lady Juliana, pafling the ifland in her way to China, was the 
firfl fhip that was feen ; but, to the inexpreflible difappointment and 
diftrefs of thofe who faw her, as well as to the furprife of all who 
heard the circumflance, the mailer did not fend a boat on Ihore. Nor 
were they relieved from their anxiety until two days had palTed, when 
die other (hips arrived. 

This was the fubllance of the information received from Norfolk 
Ifland. From an exa£t furvey which had been made, it was com- 
puted, that not more than between three and four hundred families 
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could be maintained from the produce of the illand ; and that even 
from that number in the courfc of'lwenty years many would be obliged 
to emigrate. 

On the Supply’s coming to an anchor, the Sirius’s late fliip’s com- 
pany, whofe appearance bore teftimony to the miferabic fare they had 
met with in Norfolk liland for feveral months, were landed, and 
lodged in the military or portable hofj>itaI, until the Waakfamheyd 
Dutch fnow could be got ready to receive them. 

William Bryant, who had been continued in the dlrccUon of the 
filhing-boat after the difeovery of his mal-praflices, was, at the latter 
end of the month, overheard confulting in his hut after dark, with 
five other convids, on the pradficability of carrying off the boat in 
which he was employed. This circumftancc being reported to the 
governor, it was determined that all his proceedings fhould be nar- 
‘ rowly watched, and any fcheme of that nature countcradled. The 
d^ following this conference, however, as he was returning from 
Iwing with a boat-load of fillt, the hook of the fore tack giving way 
in a ftpiall of wind, the boat got flcrn-way, and filled, by which the 
execution of his projedl was for the prefent prevented. In the boat 
with Bryant was Bennillong’s filler and three children, who all got 
fafe on Ihorc, the woman fwimming to the nearcll point with the 
youngell child upon her Ihouldcrs. Several of the natives, on per- 
ceiving the accident, paddled off in their canoes, and were of great 
fervicc in faving the oars, mall, &c. and in towing the boat up to 
the cove. 

In addition to other works in hand this month, the furveyor was 
employed in clearing and deepening the run of water which fupplied 
the fcttlemcnt at Sydney, and which, through the long drought, was 
at this time very low, although Hill fulficient for the confumption of the 
place. Frelli water was indeed every where very fcarcc, moll of the 
flreamsdr runs of water about the cove being dried up. 

At Rofe Hill the heat on the roth and i ith of the month, on which 
days at Sydney the thermometer ftood in the fliade at ioj“, was fo 
exccllive, (being much increafed by the fire in tlic adjoining woods,) 
that iimnenfe numbers of the large fox bat were feen hanging at the • 
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boughs of the trees, and dropping into the water, which, by their 
ftench, was rendered unwholefome. They had been obfcrved for 
fome days before regularly taking their flight in the morning from 
the northward to the fouthward, and returning in the evening. 
During the exceflive heat many dropped dead while on the wing ; and 
it was remarkable, that thole which were picked up were chiefly males. 
In feveral parts' of the harbour the ground was covered with different 
forts of fmall birds, fome dead, and others gafping for water. 

The relief of the detachment at Rofe Hill unfortunately took place 
on one of thefc fultry days, and the officer having occafion to land 
in fcarch of water was compelled to walk feveral miles before any could 
be found, the runs which were known being all dry; in his way 
to and from the boat he found feveral birds dropping dead at his feet. 
The wind was about north-weft, and did much injury to the gardens, 
burning up every thing before it. Thofe perfons whofe bufmefs com- 
pelled them to go into the heated air declared, that it was impoffiUe 
to turn the face for five minutes to the quarter from whence Ws 
wind blew. 

8 a. m. » p. B. le p. 

The greeted height of the thermometer daring this month was, 90 105 84 

The lead height of - ditto .... was, 6a 64I 61 

March.] On the 2d of March Lieutenant Thomas Edgar hoifted a 
pendant on board the fnow, in quality of naval agent, on which occa- 
lion fhe fired five guns. The preparations which were making on 
board that veffel were not completed until toward the latter end of the 
mOBth, at which time the officers and feamen who were to go home 
in her were embarked. 

Of the Sirius’s late fhip’s company, ten feamen and two marines 
chofe rather to fettle here than return to their friends. Two of the 
feamen made choice of their lands in this country, the others in Nor- 
folk Ifland. The majority of them had formed conneilions with 
women, for whofe fake they confented to embrace a mode of life 
for which the natural reftleflhefs of a failor’s difpofition was but ill cal- 
culi.«red. This motive, it is true, they difavowed ; but one of the 
ftipulations which they were defix ous of making for themfelves being 
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the indulgence of having the women who had lived with them per- 
mitted Hill to do fo, and it appearing not the leaft important article in 
their conlideration, feemed to confirm the foregoing opinion. 

The number of ofiicers who were to embark was leflencd by 
Mr. Jamifon, the furgeon’s mate of the Sirius, receiving the go- 
vernor’s warrant appointing him an ailillant furgeon to the colony, in 
which capacity he was to be employed at Norfolk Ifland. For that 
fettlement the Supply was now ready to fail; and on the 2 ill, one 
captain, two fubalterns, one ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and 
eighteen privates of the New South Wales corps, embarked on board 
that veffel, to relieve a part of the marine detachment doing duty 
there. Mr. Jamifon and the ten fettlers from the Sirius were alfo put 
on board, together with fome llores that had been applied for. Allot- 
ments of fixty acres each were to be marked out for the fettlers, which 
they were to poflefs under the lame conditions as were impofed on 
fettlers in this country. 

The Supply failed the following morning, carrying an inllrument 
under the jhand and feal of the governor, reftoring to the rights and 
privileges of a free man John Afeott, a convidt at Norfolk Ifland, who 
had rendered himfelf very confpicuous by his exertions in preventing 
the Sirius from being burnt foon after flie was wrecked. 

On Monday the 28th the Waakfamheyd traufport failed for England, 
having on board Captain Hunter, with the officers and crew of his 
majelly’s late Ihip Sirius. By Captain Hunter’s departure, which was 
regretted by every one who lhared the pleafure of his fociety, the ad- 
minillration of the country would now devolve upon the lieutenant- 
governor, in cafe of the death or abfence of the governor ; a dormant 
commiffion having been figned by his majelly inverting Captain Hunter 
with the chief fituation in the colony iu the event of either of the above 
circumrtances taking place. 

In the courfe of the night of the 28th, Bryant, whofe term of 
tranfportation, according to his own account, expired fome day in this 
month, eluded the watch that was kept upon him, and made his ef- 
cape, together with his wife and two children, (one an infant at the 
Urpall,) and feven other convicts, in the fifliing-boat, which, fmee 
the accident at the latter end of the lart month, he bad taken care to 
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keep in excellent order. Their flight was not difcovcred until thcjr 
had been fomc hours without the Heads. 

They were traced from Bryant’s hut to the Point, and in the path 
were found a hand-faw, a fcalc, and four or five pounds of rice, fcat- 
tcred about in diflerent places, which, it was evident, they had dropped 
in their liafte. At the Point, where fome of the party muft have been 
taken in, a feine belonging to government was found, which, being 
too large for Bryant’s purpofe, he had exchanged for a finaller that he 
had made for an officer, and which he had from time to time excufed 
himfelf from completing and fending home. 

The names of thefe defperatc adventurers were. 


Came in the 
firfl fleet. 


William Biyant, 

Mary Brand his wife, ? 

and two children, j 
James Martin, - - 
James Cox, ... 

L Samuel Bird, • - - 


rWilliam Allen, - - 
Came in the j Samuel Broom, - - 
fecond fleet, j Nathaniel Lilly, - - 

(.William Morton, 


His fentence was expired. 

She had two years to ferve. 

He had one year to [erve. 

He was tranfported for life. 

He had one year and four months fo ferve. 
He was tranfported for life. 

He had four years and four months to ferve. 
He was tranfported for life. 

He had five years and one month to ferve. 


So foon as it was known in the fettlement that Bryant had got out 
of reach, we learned that Detmer Smith, the mailer of tlie Waakfam- 
heyd, had fold him a compafs and a quadrant, and had furnifhed him 
with a chart, together with fuch information as would alfift him in his 
palTage to the northward. On fearching Bryant’s hut, cavities under 
the boards were found, where he had fccured the compafs and fuch 
other articles as required concealment : and he had contrived his efcape 
with fuch addrefs, that although he was well known to be about making 
an attempt, yet how far he was prepared, as well as the time when 
he meant to go, remained a fecret. Moll of his companions were 
conncflcd with women ; but if thefe knew any thing, they were too 
faithful to thofe they lived with to reveal it. Had the women been 
bound to them by any ties of afle£lIon, fear for their fafety, or the 
diffike to part, might have induced fome of them to have defeated the 
enterprife ; but not having any interefl cither in their flight, or in their 
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remaining here, they were filent on the fubjc£t. For one young 
■woman, Sarah Young, a letter was found the next morning, written 
by James Cox, and left at a place where he was accuftoined to work 
in his leifure hours as a cabinet-maker, conjuring her to give over the 
purfult of the vices which, he told her, prevailed in the fettlement, 
leaving to her what little property he did not take with him, and 
afligning as a reafon for his flight the feverity of his fituation, being 
tranfported for life, without the profpe£t of any mitigation, or hope of 
ever quitting the country, but by the means he was about to adopt. 
It was conjedlured that they would fleer for Timor, or Batavia, as 
their affiftance and information were derived from the Dutch fnow. 

The fituation of thel'e people was very different from that of Tar- 
wood and his aflbeiates, who were but ill provided for an undertaking 
fo perilous ; but Bryant had long availed hlmfclf of the opportunities 
given him by felling fifli to colledl provlfions together, and his boat 
was a very good one, and in excellent order ; fo that there was little 
reafon to doubt their reaching Timor, if no diflenfion prevailed among 
them, and they had but prudence enough to guard againft the natives 
wherever they might land. William Morton was faid to know fome- 
thing of navigation ; James Cox had endeavoured to acquire fuch in- 
formation on the fubjedl as might ferve him whenever a fit occafion 
fhould prefent itfelf ; and Bryant and Bird knew perfedlly well how 
to manage a boat. What ftory they could invent on their arrival at 
any port, fufficicntly plauliblc to prevent fufpicion of their real cha- 
racters, it was not cafy to imagine. 

The depredations committed on the Indian corn at Rofe Hill were 
now fo frequent and fo extenfive, that it became abfolutely neceflary to 
puniffi fuch offenders as were detedled with a feverity that might deter 
others; to this end, iron collars of feven pounds weight were ordered 
as a punlfhment for flagrant offenders, who were alfo linked together 
by a chain, without which precaution they would flill have continued 
to plunder the public grounds. The baker at that fettlement abfeonded 
with a quantity of flour with which he had been entrulled, belonging 
to the military on duty there, and other perfons. He was taken fome 
days afterward in the woods near Sydney. It mull be remarked, 

however, 



158 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY C> 79 ». 

however, that all thefe thefts were for the procuring of provifioas, 
and that offences of any other tendency were very feldom heard of. 

Some time in this month, James Riife, the firft fettler in this coun- 
try, who had been upon his ground about fifteen months, having got 
in his crop of corn, declared himlclf defirous of relinquifliing his claim 
to any further provifions from the ftore, and faid that he was able to 
fupport himfelf by the produce of his farm. He had fliewn himfelf 
an induftrious man j and the governor, being fatisfied that he could 
do without any further aid from the ftores, confented to his pro- 
pofal, and informed him that he fhould be forthwith put in pofleflion 
of an allotment of thirty acres of ground in the fituation he then oc- 
cupied. 

To fecure our frefh water, which, though very low, might ftill be 
denominated a run, the governor caufed a ditch to be dug on each 
fide of it at fome diftance from the ftream, and employed feme people 
to ere^ a paling upon the bank, to keep out flock, and protect the 
Ihrubs within from being deftroyed. 

April.] The fiipplies of provifions which had been received in the 
laft year not warranting the continuing any longer at the ration now 
iffued, the governor thought it expedient to make a rcdudlion of flour, 
rice, and fait provifions. Accordingly, on the firfl Saturday in this 
month each man, woman, and child above ten years of age, was 
to receive, 

3 pounds of flour, i pound being taken off ; 

3 pounds of rice, ditto ; 

3 pounds of pork, ditto ; 

or when beef Ihould be ferved, 

ftounds of beef, 2 ^ pounds being taken off. 

A fmall proportion was to be given to children under ten years of age; 
and this ration the commiffary was directed to ilTuc until further orders. 
Of this allowance the flour was the beft article ; the rice was found to 
be full of weevils ; the pork was ill-flavoured, rufty, and fmoked ; 
and the beef was lean, and, 'by being cured with fpices, truly unpa- 
latable. Much of both thefe articles when they came to be dreffed 
could not be ufed, and, being the befl that could be procured at 
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Batavia, no inclination was excited by thefe fpecimens to try that 
market again. 

It having been reported to the governor, that Bryant had been fre- 
quently heard to exprefs, what was indeed the general lentiment on 
the fubjedl among the people of his defcription, that he did not con- 
fider his marriage in this country as binding ; his excellency caufed 
the convifls to be informed, that none would be permitted to quit the 
colony who had wives or children incapable of maintaining themfclves- 
and likely to become burdenfome to the fettlement, until they had 
found fufticient fecurity for the maintenance of fuch wives or children • 
as long as they might remain after them. This order was-defigned 
as a check upon the erroneous opinion which was formed of the efficacy 
of Mr. Johnfon’s nuptial bencdidion ; and if Bryant had thought as 
little of it as he was reported to do, his taking his wife with him could 
only be accounted for by a dread of her defeating his plan by difeovery 
if fhe was not made perfonally interefted in his efcape. 

This order was fhortly after followed by another, limiting the length 
of fuch boats as fliould be built by individuals to fourteen feet from 
Item to ftern, that the fize of fuch boats might deter the convidls from 
attempts to take them off. 

About this time forac information being received, that it was in 
agitation to take away the fixteen-oared boat belonging to the colony, 
or fome one or two of the fmaller boats, a ccntinel was placed at night 
on each wharf ; and the officer of the guard was to be fpoken to before 
any boat could leave the cove. In addition to this regulation, it was 
direded, that the names of all fuch people as it might be neoeflary to 
employ in boats after fun-fet fhould be given in writing to the officer 
of the guard, to prevent any convifts not belonging to officers or to 
the public boats from taking them from the wharfs under pretence of ' 
fifhing or other fervices. 

Mr. Schaffer, who came out from England as a fuperintendant of 
convi£ts, finding himfelf, from not fpeaking the language, (being a 
German,) inadequate to the juft difeharge of that duty, gave up his 
appointment as a fuperintendant, and accepted of a grant of land ; and 
an allotment of one hundred and forty acres were marked out for him 
on the fouth fide of the creek leading to Rofe Hill. On the fame fide 
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of the creek, but nearer to Rofe Hill, two allotments of fixty acres 
each were marked out for two fcttlers from the Sirius. On the oppofite 
lide the governor had placed a convift, Charles Williams, who had 
recommended himfclf to his notice by extraordinary jiropriety of con- 
duft as an overfeer, giving him thirty acres ; and James Rufc received 
a grant of the fame quantity of land at Rofe Hill. Thcle were all the 
fcttlers at this time ellablilhcd in New South Wales ; but the governor 
l\'as looking out for fome fituations in the vicinity of Rofe Hill for 
other fcttlers, from among the people whofc fentcnces of tranfportation 
had expired. 

During this month the governor made an excurlion to the wcftward, 
but he reached no farther than the banks of the Hawkefbury, and 
returned to Rofe Hill on the 6th, without making any difcovery of 
the leaft importance. At that fettlemcnt, the Indian corn was nearly 
all gathered off the ground ; but it could not be faid to have been all 
gathered in, for much of it had been ftolcn by the convifts. So gre.it 
a defire for tobacco prevailed among thefe people, that a man was 
known to have given ^hc grcatcft part of his week’s provifions for a 
fmall quantity of that article ; and it was fold, the produce of the 
place, for ten and even fifteen fliillings per pound. The governor, on 
being made acquainted with this circumftance, intimated an intention 
of prohibiting the growth of tobacco, judging it to be more for the 
true intereft of the people to cultivate the ncccffaries than the luxuries 
of life. 

The public works at Rofe Hill confided in building the officers 
barracks ; a fmall guardhoufc near the governor’s hut ; a fmall houfe 
for the judge-advocate (whofe occafional prefence there as a inagiftrate 
was confidcred neceffary by the governor), and for the clergyman ; and 
in getting in the Indian corn. 

At Sydney, the houfe for the furveyor-general was covered in ; and 
the carpenters were employed in finilhing that for the clergyman. 
Bricks were alfo brought in for a houfe for the principal furgeon, to be 
built near the hofpital on the weft fide. 

Many thefts, and fome of money, were committed during the month 
at both fettlements. A hut belonging to James Davis, employed as a 
coxfwain to the public boats, was broken into ; but nothing was ftolen, 
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Davis having taken his money with him, and nothing elfe appearing to 
have been the objed of their fearch. His hut was fituated out of tlie 
view of any ceminel, and a night was chofen for the attempt when it 
was known that he was on duty at Rofe Hill. 


CHAP. XIII. 

A MUSQUET FOUND BV A NATIVE.— REPORTS OF PLANS TO SEIZE BOATS.— 
SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. — THE KINO’s BIRTH DAY.— 
A CANOE DESTROYED.— ITS EVIL EFFECTS. CORN SOWN. — BATTERY BE- 

GUN. — ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY ACRES INCLOSED FOR CATTLE. — THE 
MARY ANN ARRIVES. — TWO CRIMINAL COURTS HELD. RATION IM- 
PROVED. — THE MATILDA ARRIVES. THE MARY ANN SAILS FOR NORFOLK 

ISLAND. — SETTLERS. THE ATLANTIC AND SALAMANDER ARRIVE. FULL 

RATION ISSUED.— THE WILLIAM AND ANN ARRIVES. — NATIVES. PUBLIC 

•WORKS. 

May.] COLE-BE, the* native who fmce our communication with thefe 
people had attached himfelf to Mr. White, the principal furgeon, made 
his appearance one morning in the beginning of the month with a 
mufquet, which, on diving into the fea for fomething elfe, he had 
brought up with him. It was fuppofed to have been loft from Mr. 
White’s boat in November laft at the lower part of the harbour. 

The fcheme fojfeizing one of the boats was refumed in this month, 
and ^appeared to be in great forwardnefs. The boat however was 
changed, the long-boat being chofen inftead of that which was at firft 
thtiught of. She was to be feized the firft tim^ (he (hould be employed 
in towing the hoy with provifions to Rofe Hill ; out of which they 
were to take what quantity they required for their purpofe, land the 
crew, and run her alhore. On receiving this information, the governor, 
inftead of fending the hoy up with different fpecies of provifions, 
caufed her to be loaded with rice, and a fmall quantity of flour, in 
fome meafure to defeat their fcheme, at leaft for that time, as the in- 
formation did not ftate that they had collected any (alt provifions. She 
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was accordingly dlfpatched with flour and rice, and returned fafely, no 
attempt having been made to flop her. It was then faid, that they 
were at a lol's for a perfon to navigate her ; and that a depofit of pow- 
der and ball was made at a farm near the brick-fields; where however, 
on fearthing, nothing of the kind was found. Various other reports 
were whifpered during the month, which, whether founded in truth or 
not, had this good cffcil, that every necefl'ary precaution was taken to 
prevent their fucceeding in any attempt of that kind which they might 
be defperate enough to make. 

Much anxiety was excited on account of the long and unufual ab- 
fence of the Supply, w’hich failed for Norfolk Ifland on the 22d day of 
March, and did not return to this harbour until the 30th of this month, 
which completed ten weeks within a day fince fhe failed. Contrary 
winds and heavy gales had prevented her arrival at the time flie might 
have been reafonably expedled. She was three weeks in her paflage 
hither, and was blowm oflT the ifland for eleven days. 

Captain Johnfton, Lieutenants Crefwell and Kellow, one ferjeant, 
one corporal, one drummer, and twenty privates of the marine de- 
tachment, arrived in the Supply ; with two prifoners, one a foldier for 
fome irregularity of condudi when ccntinel, the other a convidl. 

The weather had been as dry at Norfolk Ifland as it had been here ; 
which, with the blighting winds, had confiderably injured all the gar- 
dens, and particularly fome crops of potatoes. Of the great fertility 
of the foil every account brought the ftrongeft confirmation j and by 
attending to the proper feafon for lowing, it was the general opinion 
that two crops of corn might be got off in a year. 

Their provifions, like ours, were again at fo low an ebb, that the 
lieutenant-governor had reduced the ration. The whole number 
vidlualled when the Supply failed amounted to fix hundred and twenty- 
nine perfons ; and for that number there were in ftore at the full ration, 
flour and Indian corn for twenty weeks, beef for eighteen weeks, and 
pork for twenty-nine weeks ; and thefe, at the ration then iflued, would 
be prolonged, the grain to twenty-feven, the beef to forty-two, and the 
pork to twenty-nine weeks. 

It muft however be remarked, that the ration at Norfolk Ifland was 
often'uncertain, being regulated by the plenty or fcarcity of the Mount 
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Pitt birds. Great numbers of thefe birds had been killed for fome time 
before the Supply failed thence ; but they were obferved about that time 
to be quitting the ifland. 

On board the Supply were fome planks, and fuch part of the ftores 
belonging to the Sirius as the lieutenant-governor could get on board. 
That fliip had not then gone to pieces ; the fide of her which was on 
the reef was broken in and much injured, but the fide next the fea (the 
larboard fide) appeared frefh and perfed. 

At Sydney, by aij account taken at the latter end of the month of the 
provifions then remaining in ftore, there appeared to be at the ration 
then ilTued of 

Flour and rice 40 weeks, a fupply till 31ft March 1792 ; 

Beef - 12 weeks, ditto, - 31ft Auguft 1791 ; 

Pork - 27 weeks, ditto, - 21ft December 179 1. 

In this account the rice and flour were taken 'together as one article, 
but the rice bore by far the greateft proportion. 

It was remarked by many in the fettlcment, that both at Sydney and at ’ 
Rofe Hill the countenances of the labouring convids indicated the Ihort- 
nefs of the ration they received ; this might be occafioned by their 
having fuffered fo much before from the fame caufe, from the effeds 
of which they had fcarcely been reftored when they were again called 
upon to experience the hardlhip of a reduced ration of provifions. The 
convids who arrived in June had not recovered from the feve'rity of 
-their paffage to this country. 

, . It having been faid that James Rufe, who in March laft had declared 
his ability to fupport himfelf independent of the ftore, was ftarving, the 
governor told him, that in confidcration of his having been upon a 
Ihort allowance of provifions during nearly the whole of the time he 
had been cultivating ground _upon his own account, the ftorekeeper 
Ihould be direded to fupply him with tw-enty pounds of fait provifions. 
The man aflTured his excellency that he did not- ftand in need of his 
bounty, having by him at the time a fraall ftock of provifions; a quan- 
tity of Indian corn, (which he found no difficulty in exchanging for fait 
meat,) and a bag of flour; all which enabled him to do fo well, that he 
abfolutcly begged permiffion to decline the offer. So very contradidory 
was bis own account of his fituation to that which had been reported. ^ 
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The barracks at Rofe Hill, being fo far complete4 as to admit of 
being occupied, were taken polfellioa of this month by the New South 
Wales corps. 

Several thefts of provifions were committed ; two, that were of 
ibme confequence, appeared as if the provifions had been colle£led for 
fome particular putpofe ; and, if fo, perhaps only pafled from the pof- 
fcHlon of one thief to that of another. While a ftalk of Indian com 
remained upon the ground, the convidts refolved to plunder it, and 
feveral were feverely punilhed ; but it did not appear that they were 
amended by the corredion, nor that others were detened by the ex- 
ample of their puniihmcnt. So truly incorrigible were many of thefe 
people ! 

Finifliing the clergy'inan’s and furveyor’s houfes ; bringing in bricks 
for other buildings ; ports and paling for a fence round the run of 
w.^ter ; and making eloathing for the people, occupied the convicts at 
Sydney. 

June.] The bad weather met with by the Supply during her late 
voyage to Norfolk Ifland had done her fo much injury, that, on a 
careful examination of her defedls, it appeared that (he could not be 
got ready for fea in lefs than three months. In addition to other re- 
pairs which were indifpenfable, her main mart was found fo defcflive, 
that after cutting off eighteen feet from the head of it, and finding 
the heel nearly as bad, the carpenter was of opinion that fhe murt be 
furnifhed with an entire new mart. This, when the difficulty of find- 
ing timber for her foremaft (which, it murt be remarked, bore the • 
heavy gales of wind fhe met with, as well as could be defired even of 
wood the fitteft for marts) was recolledbed, was an unlucky and an ill- 
timed want ; for, fhould it happen that fupplies were not received from 
England by the middle or end of the month of July, the fervices of 
this vcffel would be again required ; and, to fave the colony, fhe murt: 
at that time have been difpatched to fome fettlement in India for pro- 
vifions. She was therefore forthwith hauled along-fidc the rocks, and 
people were employed to look for found timber fit for a mart. 

On his raajefty’s birth-day an extra allowance of provifions was 
irtued to the garrifon and fctticmcnts j each man receiving one pound 
<4 fait meat, and the like quantity of lice ; each woman half a poumf 
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of meat and one pound of rice ; and each child a quarter of a pound 
of meat and half a pound of rice. And to make it a chearful day to 
every one, all offenders who had for ftealing Indian corn been ordered 
to wear iron collars were pardoned. 

The town which had been marked out at Rofe Hill, and which now 
wore fomeihlng of a regular appearance, on this occafion received its 
name. The governor called it Far-ra-inat-ta, being the name by which 
the natives difiinguilhed the part of the country on which the town 
Hood. ' 

Notwithftanding the lenity and indulgence which had been Ihewn 
on his majefty’s birth-day, in pardoning the plunderers of gardens and 
the public grounds, and by iffuing an extra allowance of provifions to 
every one, the governor’s garden at Parramatta was that very night 
entered and robbed by lix men, who affaultcd the watchman (Thomas 
Ocraft) and would have el'caped all together, had he not, with much 
lefolution, fecured three of them for puniQiment. 

Indulgences of this nature were certainly thrown avvay upon many 
who partook of them} but as it was impoffiblc to difcrlminate fo 
nicely between the good and the bad as wholly to exclude the unde'* 
ferving, ho diftln«£tion could be made. 

The people who had affaultcd the watchman were feverely punilhed, 
as his authority could never have been I’upported without fuch an ex- 
ample ; but cither his vigilance, or the countenance which was 
fltewn to him on account of his drift performance of his duty, created 
him many enemies ; and it became neceffary to give him arms, as well 
fcr hij own defence, as for the more effeftual proteftion of the didrift 
he watched over. Some nights after, in a turnip ground at Parramatta, 
he was obliged to fire at a convift, whom he, wounded, but not dan- 
geroully, and- fecured. He was font down to the hofpital at Sydney. 

Since the edablilhincnt of that familiar intercourfe which now fub- 
filled between us and the natives, fcveral of them had found it their 
intcreft to fell or e.xchange fifh among the people at Parramatta ; 
they being contented to receive a fraall quantity of cither bread or fait 
meat In barter for mullet, bream, and other filh. To the officers who 
refidcd there this proved a great convenience, and they encouraged the 
natives to vifit them as often as they could bring them fifli. There 
. were. 
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were, however, among the convids feme who were fo untliinking, or 
fo depraved, as wantonly to deftroy a canoe belonging to a fine young 
man, a native, who had left it at fonie little diftance from the fettle- 
ment, and as he hoped out of the way of obfervation, while he went 
with fome fifh to the huts. His rage at finding his canoe deftroyed 
was inconceivable ; and he threatened to take his own revenge, and in 
his own way, upon all white people. Three of the fi-v people who 
had done him the injury, however, were fo well deferibed by fome 
one who had feen them, that, being clofely followed, they were taken 
and punidied, as were the remainder in a few days after. 

The inftant effect of all this was, that the natives difeontinued to 
bring up filh ; and Bal-loo-der-ry, whole canoe ha'd been deftroyed, 
although he had been taught to believe that one of the fix convidfs had 
been hanged for the offence, meeting a few days afterwards with a 
poor wretch who had ftrayed from Parramatta as far as the Flats, he 
wounded him in two places with a fpear. This adi of Ballooderry’s 
was followed by the governor’s ftri(21y forbidding him to appear again 
at any of the fettlements; the other natives, his friends, being alarmed, . 
Parramatta was feldom vifited by any of them, and all commerce with 
them was deftroyed. How much greater claim to the appellation of • 
favages had the wretches who were the caufe of this, than the native 
who was the fufferer ? * 

During this month fome rain had fallen, which had encouraged the 
fowing of the public grounds, and one hundred and fixteen bufhels of 
wheat were fown at Parramatta. Until thefe rains fell, the ground was 
fo dry, hard, and literally burnt up, that it was almoft: impoflihle to 
break it with a hoe, and until this time there had been no hope or 
probability of the grain .vegetating. 

In the beginning of the month, the ftone-mafon, with the people 
under his diredtion, had begun working at the weft point of the cove, 
where the governor purpofed conftrudling out of the rock a fpot 
whereon' to place the guns belonging to the Ifttlement, which was to 
wear the appearance of a work. The flag-llaff was to be placed in the 
fame fituation. The houfe for the principal furgeon was got up and 
covered in during this month. 

Among 


Digitized by Coogle 



July.! 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


167 

Among the convi£ls who died about this time, was — Frazer, a 
man who came out in the firft fleet, and who, fince his landing, had 
been employed as a blackfmith. He was an cxceHent workman, and 
was fuppofed to have brought on an untimely end by hard drinking, 
as he feldom chofc to accept of any article but fpirits in payment for 
work done in his extra hours. 

July.] To guard againft a recurrence of the accident which hap- 
pened to our cattle foon after we had arrived, the governor had for 
fomc time paft employed a certain number of convi£ts at Parramatta in 
forming inclofpres ; and at the commencement of this month not lefs 
than one hundred and forty acres were thinned of the timber, fur- 
rounded by a ditch, and guarded by a proper fence. 

In addition to the quantity of ground Town with wheat, a large pro- 
portion was cleared to be fown this feafon with Indian corn ; and the 
country about Paramatta, as well as the town itfelf, where eight huts 
were now built, wore a very promifing appearance. 

At Sydney, the little ground that was in cultivation belonged to in- 
dividuals ; the whole labour of the convifls employed in clearing 
ground being exerted at Parramatta, where the foil, thoftgh not the 
beft for the purpofes of agriculture, (according to the opinion of every 
man who profefled any knowledge of farming,) was ftill better than 
the fand about Sydney, where, to raife even a cabbage after the firft 
crop, manure was abfolutely requifite. 

On the morning of the ninth, the fignal for a fail was made at 
the South-head ; and before night it was made known that the Mary 
Ann tranfport was arrived from England, with one hundred and forty- 
one female convifts on board, fix children, and one free woman, fome 
clothing, and the following fmall quantity of provifions : one hundred 
and thirty-two barrels of flour ; fixty-cne tierces of pork ; and thirty- 
two tierces of beef. 

This (hip failed alone ; but we were informed that (he was to be 
followed by nine fail of tranfports, on board of which were embarked, 
(including one hundred and fifty women, the number put into the 
Mary Ann,) two thoufand and fifty male and female conviiis ; the 
whole of which were to be expedted in the courfe of fix weeks or two 
months, together with his Majefty’s (hip Gorgon. 
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Wc alfo learned that Lieutenant King, who failed hence the 17th 
April 1790, arrived in Londoa the 30th day of December following, 
having fuffered much diflrefs after leaving Batavia, whence he was 
obliged to go to the Mauritius, having loft nearly all the crew of the 
packet he was in by ficknefs. Mr. Millar, the late commiftkry, died on 
the 28th of Auguft. 

With great fatisfaflion we heard, that from our government having 
adopted a fyftem of fending out convifts at two embarkations in every 
year, at which time provifions wese alfo to be fent, it was not pro- 
bable that we Ihould again experience the mifery and want with 
which we had been but too well acquainted, from not having had 
any regular mode of fupply. intimation was likewife given, that a 
cargo of grain might be expefted to arrive from Bengal, fome mer- 
chants at that fettlement having propofed to Lord Cornwallis, on hear- 
ing of the lofs of the Guardian, to freight a ftiip with fuch a cargo as 
would be adapted to the wants of the colony, and to fupply the differ- 
ent articles at a cheaper rate than they could be font bither from Eng- 
land. Wc were alfo to expefl a tranfport with live ftock from the 
north-weft ebaft of America. 

The mafter, Mark Monroe, had not any priv.ate letters on board ; 
but (what added to the dilappointment every one experienced) he had 
not brought a fingle newfpaper ; and, having been but a few weeks 
from Greenland before he failed for this country, he was deftitute of 
any kind of information. 

The Mary Ann had a quick palfage, having been only four months 
and fixteen days from England. She touched nowhere, except at the 
illand of St. lago, where (he remained ten days. The mafter landed 
a boat in a bay on this coaft about fifteen miles to the fouthward of 
Botany Bay ; but made no other obfervation of any coofequence to 
the colony, than that there was a bay in which a boat might land. 

The women, who were all very healthy, and who fpoke highly of 
the treatment which they had experienced from Mr. Monroe, were 
landed immediately after the arrival of the tranfport in the cove, and 
were diftributed among the huts at Sydney, while the governor went 
up to Parramatta to make fuch preparation as the time would admit 
for the numbers he expefted to receive. / 

The 
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The convicts whofe terms of tranfportatioii had expired were now 
colleded, and by the authority of the governor informed, that luch pf 
them as wifhed to become fettlers in this country (hould receive every 
encouragement ; that thofe who did not, were to labour for their pro- 
vifions, ftipulating to work for twelve or eighteen months certain ; 
and that in the way of fuch as preferred returning to England no ob- 
ftacles would be thrown, provided they could procure palTages from 
the mafters of fuch Ihips as might arrive ; but that thqjr were not to 
expe£l any alTiftance on the part of Government to that end. The 
with to return to their friends appeared to be the prevailing idea, a few 
only giving in their names as fettlers, and none engaging to work for 
a certain time. 

We had twice in this month found occafion to alTemble the court of 
criminal judicature. In the night of Saturday the i6th, a foldier of 
the marine detachment was deteded by the patroles in the fpirit cellar 
adjoining to the deputy-commiflary’s houfc, the lock of which he had 
forced. On being taken up, he offered, if he could be admitted an 
evidence, to convid two others ; which being allowed, the court was 
affemhled on the i gth, when two of his brother foldiers were tried ; 
but for want of evidence fufficiently ftrong to corroborate the teftlmony 
of tlie accomplice, they were of ncccflity acquitted. Godfrey the ac- 
complice was afterwards tried by a military court for negled of duty 
and difobedience of orders in quitting his poll when centinel ; which 
offence being proved againft him, he was fentenced to receive eight 
hundred lalhes, and to be drummed out of the corps. In the evening 
of the day on which he was tried (the 21ft) he received three hundred 
lalhes, and was drummed out with every mark of difgrace that could 
be Ihewn him. In a Ihort time afterwards the two foldiers who had 
been acquitted were fent to do duty at the South Head. There was 
little room to doubt, but that in concert with Godfrey they had availed 
themfclves of their fituations as centinels, and frequently entered the 
cellar; and it was judged neceffary to place them where they would”* 
be dilabled from concerting any future fcheme with him. 

A convidl was tried for a burglary by the fame court, but was ac- 
quitted. On the 27th another court was affembled for the trial of 
James Chapman, for a burglary committed in the preceding month 
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in the houfe of John Petree, a convict, in wliich he hole" feveral ar- 
ticles of wearing apparel. Charles Crofs and Jofcph Hatton, two 
convicts, were alfo tried for receiving them knowing them to be ftolen. 
Cliapmao the principal, refufing to plead any thing but guilty, re- 
ceived fentence of death.- Againd the receivers it appeared in evidence, 
that after the burglary was committed the property was concealed in 
the woods between Sydney and Parr.amatta, at which place all the 
parties refidcd4 that having fuffered it to remain fome weeks. Chapman 
and Crofs went from Parramatta to bring it away ; and while they 
were fo employed, Hatton found that the watchmen were going in 
purfuit of Chapman ; on which he directly fet off to meet and adver- 
tife them of it, and receive the property, which, by a clear chain of 
evidence, he was proved to have taken and concealed again in the 
woods. Hatton was found guilty, and fentenced to receive eight 
hundred lalhcs. Crofs was acquitted. Chapman was executed the 
following day at noon. Half an hour before he died, he informed 
the judge-advocate and the clergyman who attended him, that a plan 
was formed of breaking into the government-houfe, and robljing it of 
a large fum of money which it was imagined the governor kept in it; 
and that it was to be executed by himfclf and three other convidfs, all 
of whom were, however, very far from being of fufpicious charadlcrs. 

But as there was no reafon to fuppofe that a perfon in fuch an awful / 
fituation would invent an accufation by which he could not himfelf 
be benefited, and which might injure three innocent people, the go- 
vernor took all the precautions that he thought neceffary to guard 
againft the meditated villany. 

A pradlice having been difeovered, of purchafing the foldiers regi- 
mental neceffaries for the purpofe of difpofmg of them among the 
ihipping, and this requiring a punifhment that fliould effedtually check 
it. Bond, a convidl who baked for the hofpital and others, was brought • 
before two magiftrates, and, being convidled of having bought feveral 
'‘articles of w'earing apparel which had been ferved to a foldier, was 
fentenced to pay the penalty preferibed by a£t of parliament, five 
pounds ; or, on failure within a certain time, to go to prifon. Having 
made fome confidcrable profits in the exercife of his trade as a baker, 
he preferred paying the penalty. 

It 
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It being always ilefirable to go as near the eftablillied ration as tJie 
flatc of the ftorcs would allow, and the governor never wilbing to 
keep the labouring man one moment longer than was abfolutely ne- 
cclTary upon a reduced allowance of provifions, be diredlod two pounds 
of rice to be added to the weekly proportion of that article; but, al- 
though by this addition eight pounds of grain were ifllied, (viz. three 
pounds of flour and five pounds of rice,) the ration was far from being 
brought up to the flandard cftabliflicd by the Treafury for the colony ; 
five pounds of bad worm-eaten rice making a moft inadequate fubfti- 
tute for the fame quantity of good flour. In the -Srtide of meat the 
labouring man fuffered ftill more ; for in a given quantity of fixty 
pounds, which were iffued on one ferving day to two mefles, there 
were no Icfs than forty pounds of bone, and fhc remainder, which was 
intended to be eaten, w^as almoft too far advanced in putrefadtion for 
even hunger to get dowm. It muft be obferved that it came in the 
fnow from Batavia. 

Patrick Burn, a perfon employed to Ihoot for the commanding 
officer of the marine detachment, died this month : and the hut that 
he had lived in was burnt down in the night a few hours after his 
deccafe, hy the carelcflhefs of* the people, who were Irilh and were fitting 
up with the corpfe, which w:^s with much difficulty faved from the 
flames, and not until it was much fcorched. 

Auguft.] On Monday, the ift of Auguft, the Matijda, the firft 
of the expedted fleet of tranfports, arrived, after an extraordinary 
paffage of four months and five days, from Portfmouth ; having failed 
from thence on the 27th day of March laft, with fouriail of tranfports 
for this place, with whom flie parted company that night off Dunnoze. 
Another divifion of tranfports had Tailed a week before from Plymouth 
Sound. On board the Matilda were two hundred and five male con- 
vidfs, one enfign, one ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and nine- 
teen privates, of the New South Wales corps ; and fome flores and 
provifions calculated as a fdpply for the above number for nine months 
after their arrival. 

The mafter of "this fhip anchored for two days in a hay of one of 
Schoeten’s Iflands, diftant from the main land about twelve miles, in 
the latitude of 42’ i j' S. ; where, according to his report, five or fix 
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fhips might find fhelter. Thofe who were on Ihore faw the footfteps 
of different kinds of animals, and traces of natives, fuch as huts, fires, 
broken fpears, and the inftrument which they ufe for throwing the 
fpear. I’hey fpoke of the foil as fandy, and obferved that the ground 
W'as covered with fhrubs fuch as were to be found here. 

The conviiffs in this Ihip, on their landing, appeared to be aged and 
infirm, the fiate in which they were faid to have been embarked. It 
was not therefore to be wondered at, that they had buried twenty-five 
on the paffage. One foldier alfo died. Twenty were brought in fick, 
and were immediately landed at the hofpital. 

It was intended by the governor that this (hip (liould have proceeded 
immediately to Norfolk Ifland with the greater part of the convicts 
fhe had on board, together with all the (lores and provifions ; but the 
matter, Mr. Matthew Weatherhead, requetting that as the (hip was 
very leaky the Mary Ann might be permitted to perform the fervice 
required, inttead of the Matilda, (both (hips belonging to the fame 
owners,) and the Mary Ann being perfedly ready for fea, the go- 
vernor confented to this propofal j and that (hip was hauled alongfide 
the Matilda to receive her cargo. Fifty-five of the convidls brought 
in this (hip, fele£ted from the others as farmers or artificers, were fent 
up to Parramatta ; of the remainder, thofe whofe health would permit 
them to go were put on board the Mary Ann, together with thirty- 
two convifts of bad charafter from among thofe who came out in the^ 
preceding year, and eleven privates of the New South Wales corps. 
On the Monday following (the 8th) the Mary Ann failed for Norfolk 
Ifland. 

At Parramatta the only accommodation which the (hortnefs of the 
notice admitted of being provided for the people who were on their 
paffage was got up ; two tent huts, one hundred feet long, thatched with 
grafs, were erefled ; and, independent of the ri(k which the occupier’s 
might run from fire, they would afford good and comfortable (belter 
from the weather.- 

The governor had now chofen fituations for his fettlcrs, and fixed 
them on their different allotments. Twelve conviitts, whofe terms of 
tranfportation had expired, he placed in a range of farms at the foot 
of a hill named Profpe£l Hill, about four miles weft from Parramatta ; 
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fifteen others were pl,tcctl on allotments in a dlftrl£l; named the Ponds, 
from a range of frefh-water ponds being in their vicinity ; thefe were 
fituated two miles in a diredtion north-caft of Parramatta. Between 
every allotment, a fpacc had been referved equal to the largeft grant 
on either fide, purfuant to the inftru£lions which the governor had 
received ; but it was foon found that this diftribution might be attended 
with much difadvantage to the fettler ; a thick w'ood of at leaft thirty 
acres muft lie between every allotment ; and a circumftance happened 
which {hewed the inconvenience confequent thereon, and determined 
the governor to deviate from the inftrudlions, whenever, by adhering 
to them, the fettlers were likely to be material fuft’erers. 

In the beginning of the moBth information was received, that a much 
larger party of the natives than had yet been feen afiembled at any one 
time had deftroyed a hut belonging to a fettler at Profpe<3. Hill, who 
would have been murdered by them, but for the timely and accidental 
appearance of another fettler with a mufquet. There was no doubt of 
<he hut having been deftroyed, and by natives, though perhaps their 
numbers were much exaggerated j the governor, therefore, determined 
to place other fettlers upon the allotments which had been referved for 
the crown ; by which means afliftance in fimilar or other accidents 
^would be more ready. 

After the arrival of the Matilda, the governor, judging that his 
ftores would admit of increafing the weekly allowance of flour, di- 
re£ked that (inftead of three) five pounds of that article Ihould be iffued 
to each man ; and to each woman an addition of half a pound to the 
three which they before received. The other articles of the ration 
remained as before. 

The platform which had been conftnnfting on the Weft Point fince 
June laft being ready for the reception of the cannon, they were moved 
thither about the middle of the month ; in doing which, a triangle 
which was made ufe of, not being properly fecured, flipped and fell 
upon a conviift, (an overfeer,) by which accident his thigh was diflo- 
cated, and his body much bruifed. He was taken to the hofpital, 
where, fortunately, Mr. White immediately reduced the luxation. 

About noon on Saturday the 20th, the Atlantic tranfport anchored 
in the cove from Plymouth, whence fhe failed with two other tranf- 
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. ports, and parted with them about five weeks fince in bad weather 
Itetween Rio dc Janeiio and this port, the paflagc from whicli had not 
been more than ten weeks. She had on board a ferjeant’s party of t!ie 
new corps as a guard to two hundred and twenty male conviiffs, 
ciglitecn of whom died on the pailage. The remainder came in very 
lietilthy, there being only nine fick on board. The evening before 
her arrival fhc ftood into a capacious bay, fituated between Long Nofe 
and Cape St. George, where they found good anchorage and deep 
water. Lieutenant Richard Bowen, the naval agent on board, who 
landed, deferibed the foil to be fandy, and the country thickly covered 
with timber. He did not fee any natives, but found a canoe upon the 
beach, whofe owners perhaps were not far off. This canoe, by Lieute- 
nant Bowen’s account, appeared to be on a fomewhat ftronger con- 
ftruiffion than the canoes of Port Jackfon.. 

The fignal for another fail was made the ne.Kt morning at the Look- 
out, and about one o’clock the Salamander tranfport arrived. She 
failed from England under Lieutenant Bowen’s orders, with a ferjeant’s 
party of the new corps and one hundred and fixty male convidts on 
board, one hundred and fifty-five of whom flic brought in all healthy, 
except one man who was in the fick lift. The party arrived without 
the ferjeant, he having deferted on their leaving England. 

Both thefe tranfports having brought a fupply of provifions calcu- 
lated to ferve nine months for the convids that were embarked, the 
governor diredled the commiffary to iffue the full ration of provifions, 
ferving rice in lieu of pcafe ; the reduced ration having continued from 
Saturday the 2d day of laft April to Saturday the- 27th of Auguft ; 
twenty-one weeks. 

A patty of one hundred conviifls were fent from the Atlantic to 
Parramatta, the remainder were landed and difpofed of at Sydney. 
The Salamander was ordered to proceed to Norfolk Ifland with the 
people and the cargo Ihe had on board. 

There were at this time not Icfs than feventy perfons from the Ma- 
tilda .and Atlantic under medical treatment, being weak, em.aciated, and 
unfit for any kind of labour ; and the lift was increafing. It might have 
been fuppofed that on changing from the unwholefome air of a fhip’s 
betwccn-dccks to the purer air of tliis countr)-, the weak would have 
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gathered ftrength j but it had been obfer\'cd, that in general foon after 
landing, the convicts were afieited with dyfenteric complaints, per- 
haps caufed by the change of water, many dying, and others who 
had ftrength to overcome the difeafe recovering from it but llowly. 

On the 28th the William and Ann tranfport arrived (the laft of 
Lieutenant Bowert’s diviiion). She had on board one ferjeant and 
twelve privates of the new corps, one hundred and eighty-one male 
convi£ls, with her proportion of ftorcs and provilions. She failed 
with one hundred and eighty-eight convitfts from England, but loft 
feven on the paflage ; the remainder came in very healthy, five only 
being fo ill as to require removal. The Itrft mate of this fliip, 
Mr. Simms, formerly belonged to the Golden Grove tranfport. 

The town beginning to fill with ftrangers, (oflicers and I'eamen from 
the tranfports,) and fpirituous liquors finding their way among the 
convids, it was ordered that none fhould be landed until a permit 
had been granted by the judge-advocate ; and the provoft-marftial, 
his aftiftant, and two principals of the watch, were deputed to feize 
all fpirituous liquors which might be landed without. 

Ballooderry, the proferibed native, having ventured into the town 
with fome of his friends, one or two armed parties w’ere fent to feize 
him, and a fpear having been thrown, (it was faid by him,) tw'O 
mufquets were fired, by wdiich one of his companions was wounded 
in the leg ; but Ballooderry was not taken. On the following day it 
was given out in orders, that he was to be taken wlicnever an oppor- 
tunity oftcred ; and that any native attempting to throw a fpear in his 
defence, as it was well known among them why vengeance was de- 
nounced againft him, was, if poflible, to be prevented front efcaping 
with impunity. 

Thofe who knew Ballooderry regretted that it had been ncceffary to 
treat him with this harflincfs, as among his countrymen we had no 
where feen a finer young man. The perfon who had been wounded 
by him in the month of June laft was not yet recovered. 

Difcharging the tranfports formed the principal labour of the month ; 
the fliingles on the roof of the old hofpital being found to decay fall, 
and many falling off, the whole were removed, and the building was 
covered with tiles. 
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The convids at Parramatta were employed in opening; forae ground 
about a mile and a half above that fettlement, along the fouth fide of 
the creek ; and it was expeded from the exertions which they were 
making, that between forty and fifty acres would be foon ready for 
fowing with Indian corn for this fcafon. Their labour was direded by 
Thomas Daveney, a free perfon who came out with the governor. 


CHAP. XIV. 

THE SALAMANOER SAILS FOR, AND THE MARY ANN ARRIVES FROM NOR- 

■ FOLK ISI.AND. BONDEL, A NATIVE, RETURNS. — A SEAMAN, FOR SINK- 

ING A CANOE, PUNISHED.-— THE GORGON ARRIVES.— COMMISSION OP 
EMANCIPATION, AND PUBLIC SEAL.— THE ACTIVE AND QUEEN ARRIVE. — 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE MASTER OF THE QIIEKN. —SUPPLY ORDERED 

HOME. ALBEMARLE ARRIVES. — MUTINY ON BOARD. BRITANNIA AND 

ADMIRAL BARRINGTON ARRIVE. FUTURE DESTINATION OF THE TRANS- 
PORTS. THE ATLANTIC AND QUEEN HIRED. — ATLANTIC SAILS FOR BEN- 

GAL. — SALAMANDER RETURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. — TRANSACTIONS. 
—PUBLIC WORKS.— SUICIDE. 

September.] It became nccefiary to land the cargo brought out In 
the Salamander, for the purpofe of re-ftowing it in a manner convenient 
for getting it out at Norfolk Ifland while the fhip was under fail. The 
great inconvenience attending landing a cargo in fuch a fituation had 
been pointed out in letters which could not yet have been attended to. 
It was at the fame time fiiggefted, that fhips fiiould be freighted pur- 
pofely for Norfolk Ifland, with calks and bales adapted to the fize of 
the ifland boats, which would in a great meafure leflen the inconveni- 
ence above mentioned. 

On the 3d, near two hundred male convlds, with a ferjeant’s party 
of the New South Wales corps, fome ftores and provifions, having been 
put on board the Salamander, (he failed for Norfolk Ifland the follow- 
ing morning : and the Mary Ann returned from that fettlement on the 
8th, Laving been abfent only four weeks and two days. The convids, 
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troops, ftores, and provifions were all landed fafely; but an unexpefled 
furf rifing at the back of the reef, filling the only boat (a Greenland 
whale-boat) which the maftcr took with him, (he was dalhed upon the 
reef, and ftove ; the people, who all belonged to the whaler, fortunately 
laved themfelves by fwimniing. 

From Norfolk Ifland we learned, that the crops of wheat then in the 
ground promifed well, having been fown a month earlier than thofe of 
the laft feafon. Of the public ground ninety acres were in wheat, and 
one hundred in Indian corn : of the ground cleared by the convifts, 
and cultivated by themfelves for their own maintenance, there were 
not lefs, at the departure of the tranfport, than two hundred and 
fifty acres. 

Bondel, a native boy, who went thither with Captain Hill, to whom 
he was attached, in the month of March laft, came back by this 
conveyance to his friends and relations at Port Jackfon. During his 
refidence on the Ifland, which Mr. Monroe faid he quitted reluftantly, 
he feemed to have gained fome fmattering of our language, certain 
words of which he occafionally blended with his own. 

Some prifoners having been fent from Norfolk Ifland, the criminal 
court was aflTembled on the 15th for the trial of one of them for a ca- 
pital offence committed there ; but for want of fufficient evidence he 
was acquitted. Great inconvenience was experienced from having to 
fend prifoners from that ifland with all the neceflary witnefles. In 
the cafe juft mentioned the profecutor was a fettler, who being obliged 
to leave his farm for the time, the bufinefs of which was neceflarily 
fufpended until he could return, was ruined : and one of the witnefles 
was in nearly the fame fituation. But as the courts in New South 
Wales would always be the fuperior courts, it was not eafy to difeover 
a remedy for thefe inconveniences. 

A feaman of one of the tranfports having been clearly proved to have 
wantonly funk a canoe belonging to a native, who had been paddling 
round the fliip, and at laft ventured on board, he was ordered to be 
punilhed, and to give the native a complete fuit of wearing apparel, as 
a fatisfadlon for the injury he had done him, as well as to induce him 
to abandon any defign of revenge which he might have formed. The 
corporal punifliment was however afterwards remitted, and the fea- 
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man ordered to remain on board his fliip while (he Ihould continue 
in this port. 

Some of the foldicrs who came out in the William and Ann tranfport 
having exhibited complaints againft the mafter, whom they accufed of 
alTaulting and feverdy beating them during the paflage, the affair was 
inveftigated before three magiftrates, and a fine laid upon the mailer, 
which he paid. 

On Wednefday the 21ft his Majefiy’s Ihip Gorgon of forty-four 
guns, commanded by Captain John Parker, anchored within the heads 
of the harbour, reaching the fettlcment the following morning, and 
anchoring where his Majelly’s late fhip Sirius ufed to moor. 

The Gorgon failed from England on the 15th of March lall, touch- 
ing on her pafl'age at the illands of Teneriffc and St. lago, and at the 
Cape of Good Hope, where £he remained fix weeks, taking in three 
bulls, twenty-three cows, fixty-eight flieep, eleven hogs, two hundred 
fruit trees, a quantity of garden feed, and other articles for the colony. 
Unfortunately, the bulls and levcn of the cows died ; but a bull-calf, 
which had been produced on board, arrived in good condition. 

Six months provifions for about nine hundred people, with (lores 
for his Majelly’s armed tender the Supply, and for the marine detach- 
ment, were fent out in the Gorgon ; wherein alfo was embarked Mr. 

King, the late commandant of Norfolk Illand, now appointed by his 
Majelly lieutenant-governor of that fettlement, and a commander in 
the navy j together with Mr. Charles Grimes, commilfioned as a de- 
puty furveyor-gcneral to be employed at Norfolk Illand j the chaplain 
and quarter-mailer of the New South Wales corps, and Mr. David 
Burton, a fuperintendant of convids. 

By this Ihip we received a public feal to be alExed to all inllruments 
drawn in his Majelly’s name, and a commiffion under the great feal 
empowering the governor for the time being to remit, either abfolutely 
or conditionally, the whole or any part of the term for which felons, 
or otlier offenders, Ihould have been or might hereafter be tranfported 
to this country. Duplicates of each pardon were to be fent to England, 
for the purjiofe of inferting the names of the perfons fo emancipated in 
the firll general pardon which Ihould afterwards ili'uc under the great • 
feal of the kingdom. 

To 
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To dcferving chara£lers, of which defcription lliere were many 
convids in the colony, a profpeil of having the period of their ba- 
nidiment ftiortcned, and of being reftored to the privilege which by 
mifeondudf they had forfeited, had fomething in it very cheering, and 
was more likely to preferve well intentioneJ men in honeft and fair 
purfuits, than the fear of punifhment, which would feldoin opcr.vte 
with good effeft on a mind that entertained no hope of reward for 
propriety of conduit. The people with whom we had to deal were 
not in general ailuated by that nice fenfe of feeling which draws its 
trueft fatisfaflion from fclf approbation ; they looked for fomething 
^ore fubftantial, fomething more obvious to the external fenfes. 

^In determining the device for the feal of the colony, attention had 
been paid to its local and peculiar circumftances. On the obverfe were 
the king’s arms, with the royal titles in the margin ; on the reverie, a 
reprefentation of conviils landing at Botany Bay, received by Induftry, 
who, furrounded by her attributes, a bale of merchandife, a beehive, 
a pickaxe, and a Ihovel, is releafing them from their fetters, and 
pointing to oxen ploughing and a town rifing on the fummit of a hill, 
with a fort for its protedlion. The marts of a fhip are feen in the 
bay. In the margin are the words Sigillum. Nov. Camb. Auft. ; and 
for a motto “ Sic fortis Etruria crevit." The feal was of filver ; its 
weight forty-fi.x ounces, and the devices were very well executed. 

The cattle were immediately landed, and turned into the inclo- 
fures which had been prepared for them. One cow died in the boat 
going up. 

The remaining tranfports of the fleet were now dropping in. On 
the 26th the Adfive from England, and the Queen from Ireland, with 
convidis of that country, arrived and anchored in the cove. On 
board of the Adlive, befide the ferjeant’s guard, were one hundred 
and fifty-four male convidis. An oflRcer’s party was on board the 
Queen, with one hundred and twenty-fix male and twenty-three fe- 
male convidis, and three children. 

Thefe (hips had been unhealthy, and had buried feveral conviSs in 
their pa(Tage. The fick which they brought in were landed imme- 
diately ; and many of thofc who remained, and were not fo ill as to 
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require medical afliftance, were brought on fliore in an emaciated and 
feeble condition, particularly the convifts from the Adive. They in 
general complained of not having received the allowance intended for 
them ; but their emaciated appearance was to be afcribed as much to 
confinement as to any other caufe. The convids from the Queen, 
however, accufing the mailer of having withheld their provifions, an 
inquiry took place before the magiftrates, and it appeared beyond a 
doubt, that great abufes had been pradifed in the iffuing of the provi- 
fions ; but as to the quantity withheld, it was not polfiblc to afeertain 
it fo clearly, as to admit of direding the deficiency to be made good, 
or of punilhing the parties with that retributive jullice for which tlM 
heinoufnefs of their offence fo loudly called ; the proceedings of tW 
magiftrates were th^efore fubmitted to the governor, who determined 
to tranfmit them to the fecretary of ftate. 

Nothing could have excited more general indignation than the treat- 
ment which thefc people appeared to have met with j for, what crime 
could be more offenlive to every fentiment of humanity, than the 
endeavour, by curtailing a ration already not too ample, to derive a 
temporary advantage from the miferies of our fellow-creatures ! 

By the arrival of thefe Ihips feveral articles of comfort were intro- 
duced among us, there being fcarcely a veffel that had not brought 
out fomething for falc. It could not, however, be faid that they were 
procurable on eafier terms than what had been fold here in the lad 
year. The Spanilli dollar was the current coin of the colony, which 
fome of the mailers taking at five lltillings and others at four fhillings 
and fix-pence, the governor, in confideration of the officers having 
been obliged to receive the dollars at five lliillings fterling when given 
for bills drawn in the fcttleipcnt, iffued a proclamation fixing the cur- 
rency of the Spanilh dollar at that fum. 

The Supply was now carefully furveyed, when it appeared, that 
her defeds were fuch as to render it by no means difficult to put her 
into a ftate that would enable her to reach England ; but that if Ihe 
remained fix months longer in this country, flie would become wholly 
unferviceable. It was therefore determined to difpatch her imme- 
diately to England. Timber had with infinite labour been procured 
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for her main-maft, and her other repairs were put in train for her fail- 
ing hence In the courfc of the next month. 

OdtobeT.] The remainder of the tranfports expelled did not arrive 
until the middle of Oftober. The Albemarle was oft' the coaft fome 
days, being prevented by a foutherly current from getting in. She 
arrived on Thurfday the ijth, with two hundred and fifty male and 
fix female convicts, her proportion of ftores and provifions, and one 
ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and twenty privates of the 
new corps. 

The convi£ts of this fhip had made an attempt, in conjundtion with 
fome of the feamen, to feize her on the 9th of April, foon after (he 
had failed from England ; and they would in all probability have 
fucceeded,-but for the aflivity and refolution fhewn by the mafter 
Mr. George Bowen, who, hearing the alarm, had juft time to arm 
himfelf with a loaded blunderbufs, which he difeharged at one of the 
mutineers, William Syney, (then in the a£t of aiming a blow with a 
cutlafs at the man at the wheel,) and lodged its contents in liis fhoulder. 
His companions, feeing what had befallen him, inftantly ran down 
below ; but the mafter, his officers, and fome of the feamen of the 
fhip, following them, foon fecured the ringleaders, Owen Lyons and 
William Syney. A confultation was held with the naval agent. Lieu- 
tenant Robert Parry Young, the fliip’s company, and the military per- 
fons on board, tbe refult of which was, the immediate execution of 
ihofe two at the fore-yard arm. They h.ad at this time parted com- 
pany with the other tranfports, and no other means feemed fo likely 
to deter the convifts from any future attempt of the like nature. It 
afterwards appearing that two of the feamen had fupplied them with 
inftruments for fawing off their irons, thefe were left at the ifland of 
Madeira, where the Albemarle touched, to be fent prifoners to Eng- 
land. 

On the day following the Britannia arrived, with one hundred and 
twenty-nine male convids, ftores, and provifions on board ; and on the 
1 6th the Admiral Barrington, the laft of the ten fail of tranfports, 
anchored in the cove. This fhip had been blown off the coaft, and 
fears were entertained of her fafety, as flie left the cape with a crippled 
main-maft and other material defeds. She had on board a captain 
14 and 
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and a party of the New South Wales corps, with two hundred and 
fixty-four male convicts, four free women, and one child. She had 
been unhealthy too, having loft thirty-fix convidls in the paftage, and 
brought in eighty-four perfons lick, who were immediately landed. 
Her ftores and proportion of provifions were the fame as on board of 
the other Ihips. 

The whole number of convids now received into the colony, in- 
cluding thirty on board the Gorgon, were, male convids one thoufand 
fix hundred and ninety-five ; female convlfts one, hundred and fixtv- 
eight ; and children nine. There were alfo eight free women (wives 
of conviifts) and one child ; making a total number of one thoufand 
eight hundred and eighty-one perfons, exclufivc of the military. Up- 
wards of two hundred convicts, male and female, did not reach the 
country. 

Of the ten fail of tranfports lately arrived, five, after delivering 
their cargoes, were to proceed on the fouthem whale fifhery, viz. the 
Mary Ann, Matilda, William and Ann, Salamander, and Britannia. 
Melville, the maftcr of the Britannia, conceiving great hopes of fuc- 
cefs on this coaft from the numbers of fperm’aceti whales which he 
faw between the fouth cape and this port, requefted to be cleared 
diredly on his coming in, thfit he might give it a trial ; and, the go- 
vernor confenting, his fhip was ready by the a 2d (a week after her 
arrival], and failed on the 24th with the other whalers. 

The Queen, Atlantic, Adtive, Albemarle, and Admiral Barrington, 
after being difeharged from government employ, were to proceed to 
Bombay, by confent of the Eaft India Company, and load home with 
cotton upon private account under the infpcdlion of the company’s 
fervants at that fettlement, provided the cotton Ihould be afterwards 
fold at the company’s fales, fubjedt to the ufual expences (their duty 
only excepted), and provided the fhips did not interfere with any 
other part of the company’s exclufive commerce *. 

* Notwitbftinding this provilion, which was etprefled mots at large in the licence 
given by the company, and which eatetided to the prohibition of every article except the 
ftores and proviiioni put on bo.ird by government, there was on board of thefe (hips a 
very large quantity of iron, fteel, and cupper, intended for fale at a foreign fettlement 
in India, with the produce of which they were to purebafe the homeward-bound in* 
vcllment of cotton. 

The 
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Tlie quantity of provifions received by thefe (hips being calculated 
for the number* on board of each for nine month* only after their 
arrival, and as, fo large a body of convifts having been fent out, it 
was not probable that we fhould foon receive another fupply, the go- 
vernor judged it expedient to fend one of the tranfports to Bengal, to 
procure provifions for the colony ; for which purpofe he hired the 
Atlantic at fifteen fiiillings and fixpeiice per ton per month. In the 
way thither fhe was to touch at Norfolk Ifland, where Lieutenant 
Governor King, with fome fetilers, was to be landed ; and the Queen 
tranfport was hired for the purpofe of bringing back Lieutenant Go- 
vernor Rofs, and the marine detachment ferving there, relieved by a 
company of the New South Wales corps. 

On the 25th, the anniverfary of his Majefty’s acceffion to the 
throne, a falute of one and twenty guns was fired by the Gorgon, 
and the public dinner given on the occafion at the government houfe 
was ferved to upwards of fifty officers, a greater number than the 
colony had ever before feen afiembled together. 

The following morning the Atlantic failed for Norfolk Ifland and 
Calcutta. For the firft of thefe places, fhe had on board Lieutenant 
Governor King and his family ; Captain Paterfon of the New South 
Wales corps (lately arrived in the Admiral Barrington) ; Mr. Bal- 
main, the afliftant furgeon, fent to relieve Mr. Confiden ; the Rev. 
Mr. Johnfon, who voluntarily vifited Norfolk Ifland for the purpofe 
of performing thofc duties of his office which had hitherto been 
omitted through the want of a minifter to perform them ; twenty-nine 
fettlers difeharged from the marines ; feveral male and female convidls, 
and fome few fettlers from that clafs of people. 

At Calctitia, Lieutenant Bowen, who was continued in his employ- 
ment of naval agent, was to procure a cargo of flour and ptafe, in 
the proportion of two tons of flour to one ton of peafe ; and was for 
that purpofe furnilhed with letters to the merchants who had made 
propofals to Lord Cornwallis to fupply the colony, the governor mean- 
ing for that reafon to give their houfe the preference. 

The Salamander had returned from Norfolk Ifland, where every 
perfon and article fhe had on board were fafely landed. By let- 
ters received thence, we learned that it was fuppofed there had for- 
merly 
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mcrly been inhabitants upon the ifland, fevcral ftonc hatchets, or ratlier 
Aoncs in the Atapes of adzes, and others in the Aiapcs of chiflels, having 
been found in turning up fome ground in the interior parts of the 
iiland. Lieutenant-Governor King had formerly entertained the fame 
fuppofition from difeovering the banana tree grovring in regular rows. 

It was not to be doubted but that the tranquillity and regularity of 
our little town would in feme degree be interrupted by the great inBus 
of diforderly feamen who were at times let loofe from the tranfports. 
Much lefs caufe of complaint on this fcorc, however, arofe than was 
c.\pc<Acd. The port orders, which were calculated to preferve the 
peace of the place, were from time to time enforced ; and on one oc- 
cafion ten feamen belonging to the tranfports were puniAted for being 
found in the fcttlcmcnt after nine o'clock at night. 

At Parramatta, whither the greatell part of the convi<fts lately ar- 
rived had been font, petty offences rverc frequently committed, and 
tlie conAant prefence of a magiftrate became daily more requifite. 
The convids at that place were chiefly employed in opening fome new 
ground at a Ihort diAance from the fettlcment. 

The foundation of a new ftorchoufc was begun this month at 
Sydney, on the fpot where the redoubt had hitherto flood j which, 
fince the conftruition of the platform near the magazine on the eaft 
point of the cove, had been pulled down, and the mould removed into 
the garden appropriated to govcrninent-houfe. This, and clearing the 
tranfports, formed the principal labour at Sydney. 

On the laft day of this month, James Downey w'as found hanging 
in his hut. The caufe of this rafli aclion was faid to have been the 
dread of being taken up for a theft which, according to fome inti- 
mation he had received, was about to be alleged againft him. He 
came out in the firA fleet, had ferved his term of tranfportation, had 
conAantly worked as a labourer in the bricklayers gang, and was in 
general confidcrcd as a harmlcfs fellow. 

From Parramatta trvo conviifts w’crc niifling, and were faid to be 
killed by the natives. 
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A PARTY OF IRISH CONVICT.S ABSCOND. THE QlIEEN SAILS FOR NORFOLK 

ISLAND. WHALE-FISHERY. — RATION ALTERED. — THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR 

ENGLAND. — LIVE STOCK (pUBLIc) IN THE COLONY. — GROUND IN CULTI- 
VATION. SICK. — RUN OF WATER DECREASING. TWO TRANSPORTS SAIL. 

— WHALE-FISHERY GIVEN UP. THE QllEEN ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK 

ISLAND. THE MARINES EMBARK IN THE GORGON FOR ENGLAND. — RA- 

TION FURTHER REDUCED. — TRANSACTIONS. — CONVICTS WHO WERE IN 
THE GUARDIAN EMANCfPATED. — STORE FINISHED. — DEATHS IN 179I. 

November.] On the firft day of this month, information was re- 
ceived from Parramatta, that a body of twenty male convids and one 
female, of thofe lately arrived in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, 
each taking a week’s provifions, and armed with tomahawks and knives, 
had abfeonded from that fettlement, with the chimerical idea of walk- 
ing to China, or of finding in this country a fettlement wherein they 
would be received and entertained without labour. It was generally 
fuppofed, however, that this improbable tale was only a cover to the 
real defign, which might be to procure boats, and get on board the 
tranfports after they had left the cove. An officer with a party was 
immediately fent out from Parramatta in purfuit of them, who traced 
them as far down the harbour as Lane Cove, whence he reached the 
fettlement at Sydney, without feeing or hearing any thing more of 
them. A few days afterward the people in a boat belonging to the 
Albemarle tranfport, which had been down the harbour to procure 
wood on the north fhore, met with the wretched female who had ac- 
companied the men. • She had been feparated from them for three 
days, and wandered by herfelf, entirely ignorant of her fituation, until 
fhc came to the water fide, where, fortunately, fhe foon after met the 
boat. Boats were fent down the next day, and the woman’s hufband 
was found and brought up to the fettlement. Tliey both gave the 
fame abfurd account of their defign as before related, and appeared to 
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have Aiflcrcd very eonfiderably by fatigue, hunger, and the heat of 
the weather. The man had loft his eompanions eight-and-forty hourt 
before he was himfelf difeovered ; and no tidings of them were re- 
eeived for feveral days, although boats were eonftantly fent in to the 
north-weft arm, and the lower part of the harbour. 

Three of thefe miferablc people were feme time after met by fome 
ofticers who averc on an excurfion to the lagoon between this harbour 
and Broken Bay ; bnt, notwithftanding their fituation, they did not 
readily- give themfelves up, and, when queftioned, faid they wanted 
nothing more than to live free from labour. Thefe people were fent 
up to I’arramatta, whence, rcgardlcfs of what they had experienced, 
and might again fufier, they a fecond time abfeonded in a few days 
after they had been returned. Parties were immediately difpatched 
from that fcttlemcnt, and thirteen of thofe who firft abfeonded were 
brought in, in a ftate of deplorable wrctchcdncfs, naked, and nearly 
worn out with hunger. Some of them had fubfifted chiefly by fuck- 
ing the flowering ftirubs and wild berries of the woods ; and the whole 
exhibited a pidlure of mifery, that feemed fufiicient to deter others 
from the like extravagant folly. The pradtice of flying from labour 
into the woods ftill, however, prevailing, the governor caufed all the 
convidls who arrived this year to be alfembled, and informed them of 
his determination to put a ftop to their abfeonding from the place 
where he had appointed them to labour, by fending out parties with 
orders to fire upon them whenever they fhould be met with ; and he 
declared that if any were brought in alive, he would either land them 
on a part of the harbour whence they could not depart, or chain them 
together with only bread and water for their fubfiftcnce, during the 
remainder of their terms of tranfportation. He likew'ife told them, 
that he had heard they were intending to arm themfelves and feize upon 
the ftores (fuch a defign had for fome days been reported) ; but that 
if they made any attempt of that kind, every man who might be taken 
Ihould be inftantly put to death. Having thus endeavoured to imprefs 
them with ideas of certain punifliment if they offended in future, he 
forgave fome offences which had been reported by the magiftrate, ex- 
horted them to go cheerfully to .their labour, and changed their hours 
of work, agreeably to a requeft which they had made. 

Four 
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Four hundred and two of thcfe miferable. people had received me- 
dicines from the hofpital in the morning of the day when the governor 
had thus addrefled them. The prevailing difcafc was a dyfenterv, 
which was accompanied by a general debility. 

The Queen failed early in the month with an o/Ticcr and a detach- 
ment of the New South Wales corps, fomc convicts, ftores and pro- 
vifions, for Norfolk Ifland. Tlic Salamander failed at the fame time 
on her fifliing voyage. 

From her intended trial of the whale-filhery on the coaft the Bri- 
tannia arrived on the loth, and was followed the next day by the 
Mary Ann., Mr. Melvill killed, in company with the William and 
Ann, the day after he went out, feven fpcrmaceti whales, two only 
of which they were able to fecure from the bad weather which imme- 
diately fucceeded. From the whale which fell to the Britannia’s 
lhare, although but a fmall one, thirteen barrels of oil were procured ; 
and in the opinion of Mr. Melvill, the oil, from its containing a 
greater proportion of that valuable part of the fiflt called by the whalers 
the head-matter, was worth ten pounds more per ton than that of the 
fifli of any other part of the world he had been in. He thought that 
a moft advantageous voyage might be made upon this coaft, as he was 
confident upwards of fifteen thoufand whales were feen in the firft ten 
days that he was abfent, the greater number of which were obferved 
off this harbour ; and he was prevented from filling his flrip by bad 
weather alone, having met with only one day fince he failed in which 
he could low'er down a boat. 

The fuccefs and report of the mafter of the Mary Ann were very 
different ; he had been as far to the fouthward as the latitude of 45* 
without feeing a whale ; and in a gale of wind (hipped a fea that ftove 
• two of his boats, and waflied down the veffels for boiling the oil, which 
were fixed in brick-w'ork, and to repair which he came into tliis 
harbour. 

The Matilda came in a few days afterwards from Jervis Bay, (in la- 
titude 33° 6' S. and longitude 152" o' E.) where (he had anchored 
for fome days, being leaky. The mafter of this Ihip, Mr. Matthew 
Weatherhead, faw many whales, but was prevented from killing any 
by the badnefs of the weather. 
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The William and Ann. came in foon after, confirming the report of 
•the great numbers of fiflt which were to be feen upon the coaft, and 
the difficulty of getting at them. She had killed only one fifh, and 
came in to repair and fhorten her main-maft. 

A difference of opinion prevailed among the mailers of the fliips 
which had been out refpedlng the ellabUfhing a whale^fifhery upon 
this coaft. In one particular, however, they all agreed, which was, 
that the coaft abounded with fifh ; but the major part of them thought 
that the currents and bad weather prevailing at this feafon of the year, 
and which appeared to be alfo the feafon of the fifh, would prevent 
any fhips from meeting with that fuccefs, of which on their fetting out 
they themfelves had had fuch fanguine hopes. One of them thought 
that the others, in giving this opinion, were premature, and that they 
were not fufficiently acquainted with the weather on the coaft to form 
any judgment of the advantage to be derived from future attempts. 
They were determined, neverthelcfs, to give it another trial, on the 
failure of which they meant to profecute their voyage to the coaft of 
Peru. Having fet up their rigging, they went out again toward the 
latter end of the month. 

About the middle of the month an alteration took place in the ration ; 
two pounds of flour were taken off, and one pint of peafe and one 
pint of oatmeal were iffued in their ftead ; the full ration, which was 
firft ferved on the 27th of Auguft laft, having been continued not quite 
three months. 

The Supply armed tender, having completed her repairs, failed for 
England on the 26th, her commander. Lieutenant Ball, purpofing 
to make his paffage round Cape Horn, for which the feafon of the year 
was favourable. Lieutenant John Crefwell of the marines went in her, 
^charged with the governor’s difpatches. 

The fervices of this little veffel had endeared her, and her officers 
and people, to this colony. The regret which we felt at parting with 
them was, however, leffened by a knowledge that they were flying 
from a country of want to one of abundance, where we all hoped that 
the fervices they had performed would be rewarded by that attention 
and promotion to which they naturally looked up, and had an indif- 
putable claim. 

At 
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At this time the public live ftocic in the fettlement confifted of one 
{lalPion aged, one mare, two young (lallions, two colts, fixteen cows, 
two calves, one ram, fifty ewes, fix lambs, one boar, fourteen fows 
(old and young), and twenty-two pigs. 

The ground in cultivation at and about Parramatta amounted to three 
hundred and fifty-one acres in maize, forty-four in wheat, fix in bar- 
ley, one in oats, two in potatoes, four in vines, eighty-fix in garden 
ground, and feventeen in cultivation by the New' South Wales corps. 
In addition to thefe there were one hundred and fifty acres cleared to 
be fown with turnips, ninety-one acres were in cultivation by fettlers, 
twenty-eight by officers civil and military at and about Sydney ; and 
at Parramatta one hundred and forty acres were inclofed and the 
timber thinned for cattle ; making a total of nine hundred and twenty- 
acres of land thinned, cleared, and cultivated. 

The platform at the weft point of die cove was completed during 
this month. The flag-ftaff had been for fome time eroded, and the 
cannon placed on the platforip. A co^oral’s guard was alfo mounted 
daily in the building which had been ufed as an obfervatory by Lieu- 
tenant Dawes. 

The mortality during this month had been great, fifty male and four 
female convids dying within the thirty days. Five hundred fick per- 
fons received medicines at the end of the month. That lift how- 
ever was dccreafing. The extreme heat of the weather during the 
month had not only increafed the fick lift, but had added one to the 
number of deaths. On the 4th, a convid attending upon Mr. White, 
in paffing from his houfe to his kitchen, without any covering upon 
his head, received a ftroke from a ray of the fun, which at the time 
deprived him of fpecch and motion, and, in lefs than four-and-twenty 
hours, of his life. The thermometer on that day ftood at twelve o'clock 
at 94° 4 and the wind was at N. W. 

By the dry weather which prevailed our \vater had been fo much 
affeded, befide being lelTened by the watering of fome of the tranfports, 
that a prohibition was laid by the governor on the -watering of the re- 
mainder at Sydney, and their boats were direded to go to a convenient 
place upon the north ffiore. To remedy this evil the governor had 
employed the ftone-mafon’s gaAg to cut tanks out of the rock, which 
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would be refctvoirs for the water large enough to fupply the fettlement 
for fome time. 

December.] On the 3d of this month the (hips Albemarle and 
Aftivc failed for India. After their departure feveral people were 
miffing from the fettlement ; fome whofc fentences of tranfportation 
h.id e.xpired, and others who were yet convi£ts. Previous to their 
failing (it having been reported that the feamen intended to conceal 
fuch as had made intereft among them to get off) the governor in- 
ftrudfed the mafter to deliver any perfons whom he might difeover to 
be on board wnthout pcrmiffion to quit the colony, as prifoners to the 
commanding officer of the firft Britilh fettlement they fhould touch at 
in India. About this time a boat belonging to Mr. White was taken 
from its mooring ; and it was for a time fuppofed that ffie had been 
taken off by fome runaways to get on board one of the fhips then about 
to fall, and afterwards fet adrift ; but Ihe was found by fome gentle- 
men of the Gorgon the day after their departure, between this harbour 
and Broken Bay, with two men' in her, who on the appearance of the 
party which found her ran into the woods. The gentlemen left her 
■with a plank knocked out, an oar and the rudder broken, and other- 
wife rendered ufelefs to the people who ran away with her. They 
alfo fell in with a convict, an Irifhman, who had been abfent five 
weeks from Parramatta, and who had fet off with fome others to pro- 
ceed along the coaft in fearch of another fettlement. The boat was 
brought up a few days afterwards. • • 

Two of the whalers, the Matilda and Mary Ann, came in from fea 
the day on which the other fhips failed. The former landed a boat in 
a bay on the coaft about fix miles to the fouthward of Port Stephens, 
where the feine was hauled and a large quantity of filh taken ; but of 
tlie fifh which they went to procure (whales) they faw none. 

The Mary Ann was rather more fortunate. By going to the fouth- 
ward, fhe killed nine filh f of five of them Ihc fecured enough to pro- 
cure about thirty barrels of oil ; but was prevented by bad weather 
from getting mora Thcfe fhips failed again immediately, and both 
ran down the coaft as far to the fouthward as 36’ 30', and returned 
on the 16th without killing a fifh. The mafters attributed their bad 
fucceis to currents ; and, giving up all hbpes of a fifhery here, they deter- 
mined, 
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mined, after refitting, to quit the coaft. The Salamander and Britannia 
whalers came in at the fame time, and with like ill fortune. Melvill 
the mafter of the Britannia, who had been formerly fo fanguine in his 
hopes of a fifliery. Teemed now to have adopted a different opinion, and 
hinted to fome in the colony, that he did not think he flrould try the 
coall any longer. It mull be remarked however, that the whalers 
were not out of port at any one time long enough to enable them to 
fpeak with any great degree of precifion either for or againft the 
probability of fiiceefs. They feemed more defirous of obtaining a 
knowledge of the harbours on the coaft : the William and Ann had 
been feen in Broken Bay ; others had vifited Botany Bay and Jerv'is 
Bay ; the Salamander had remained long enough in Port Stephens {an 
harbour to the northward, until then not vifited by any one) to take 
an eye-fketch of the harbour and of fome of its branches or arms ; and 
Port Jackfon was found to have its conveniences. After a well-manned 
and well-found whaler fhould have kept the fca for an entire feafon, the 
fuccefs might be determined. 

The Queen tranfport having returned from Norfolk Ifland, with the 
lieutenant-governor and the officers and foldiers of the marine corps, 
who were to take their paffage to England in the Gorgon, the greateft 
part of the marine detachment embarked on board of that fhip on the 
13th. Thofe who did not embark were left for the duty of the place 
until the remainder of the New South Wales corps fhould arrive. 

By the Queen fevcral convitfts whofe fcntences of tranfportation had 
expired were allowed to return to this fettlement, purfuant to a pro- 
mife made them on their going thither ; and we were informed, that 
the Atlantic failed from Norfolk Illand for Calcutta on the 13th of the 
laft month. Both fhips landed fafely every article they had on board for 
the colony, being favoured by very fine weather while fo employed. 
Lieutenant-governor King, on taking upon him the government of the 
ifland, pardoned all offenders whom he found in cuftody. 

Governor Phillip having no further occafion for the fervices of the 
Gorgon, that fhip failed for England on Sunday the i8th. Two con- 
victs had the folly to attempt making their efcape from the colony in 
tills fhip, but they were detected and brought back. A woman was 
alfo fuppofed to have effected her efcape ; but fhe was. found difguifed 
• in 
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in men’s apparel at the native’s hut on the call point of the 
cove. 

On board of the Gorgon were embarked the marines who came 
from England in the firll fliips ; as valuable a corps as any in his Ma- 
jefty’s fen'Ice. They had flrugglcd here with greatly more than the 
common hardfhips of fcrvice, and were now quitting a country in 
which they had opened and fmoothed the way for their fucceflbrs, 
and from which, whatever benefit might hereafter be derived, muft be 
derived by thofe who had the eafy talk of treading in paths previoufiy 
and painfully formed by them. 

The cove and the fcttlcment were now refuming that dull unifor- 
mity of uninterefting circumftances which had generally prevailed. The 
Supply and the Gorgon had departed, and with them a valuable por- 
tion of our friends and afl'oeiates. The tranfports which remained 
were all preparing to leave us, and in a few days after the Gorgon, the 
Matilda and Maty Ann failed for the coaft of Peru. Thefe lliips 
had fome convicts on board, who were permitted to fliip them- 
felvcs with the mailers. 

A further reduction of the ration was dire«£led to take place at the 
end of the month, one pound being taken from the allowance of flour 
ferved to the men. From the Hate of the provifion llorcs, the gover- 
nor, on Chriftmas-day, could only give one pound of flour to each 
woman in the fettlement. On that day divine fervlce was performed 
here and at Parramatta, Mr. Bayne, the chaplain of the new corps, 
aflilling Mr. Johnfon in the religious duties of the morning. There 
were fome among us, however, by whom even the fandity of this 
day was not regarded ; for at night the marine llore was robbed of 
two-and-twenty gallons of fpirits. 

At Parramatta various offences were Hill committed, notwithftand- 
ing the lenity which had been Ihewn to feveral offenders at the clofe 
of the laft month. Many of the convifts there not having any part 
of their ration left when Tuefday or Wednefday night came, the go- 
vernor direflcd, as he had before done from the fame reafon, that the 
provifions of the labouring convldVs fhould be iffued to them daily. 
This'meafure being difapproved of by them, they affembled in rather t 

a tumultuous manner before tire governor’s houfe at Parramatta on the 
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laft day of the month, to requell that their provifions might be ferved 
as ufual on the Saturdays. The governor, however, difperfed them 
without granting their requeft ; and as they were heard to murmur, 
and talk of oldaining by different means what was refufed to entreatv, 
(words fpoken among the crowd, and the perfon who was fo daring 
not being dillingullhable from the reft,) lie affured them that as he 
knew the major part of them were led by eight or ten defigning men 
to whom they looked up, and to wliofe names he was not a ftranger, on 
any open appearance of difeontent, he ftiould make immediate e.xamplcs 
of them. Before they were difmiffed they promil'cd greater propriety 
of condudl and implicit obedience to the orders of their fuperiors, and 
declared their readinefs to receive their provifions as had been direded. 

This was the firft inftance of any tumultuous affembly among thefe 
people, and was now to be aferibed to the fpirit of rcfiftance and vil- 
lany lately imported by the new comers from England and Ireland. 

Among the public works of the month the moll material was the 
completing and occupying the new (lore on the daft fide, which was 
begun in Odtober laft ; its dimenfions were eighty by twenty-four feet ; 
and as it was built for the purpofe of containing dry (lores, the height 
was increafed beyond that commonly adopted here, and a fpacious loft 
was formed capable of containing a large quantity of bale goods. This 
^ was by far the bed (lore in the country. 

In the courfe of the month a warrant of emancipation paffed the 
feal of the territory to John Lowe, Henry Cone, Richard Cheats, 
Thomas Fi(k, Daniel Cubitt, Charles Pafs, George Bolton, William 
Carelefs, William Curds, John Chapman Morris, Thomas Merrick, 
William Skinner, and James Weavers, convids who left England in 
the Guardian, on condition of their refiding within the limits of this 
government, and not returning to England within the period of their 
refpedlive fentences. Inftrudions to this effed had been received from 
home. Lieutenant Riou having interelled himfelf much in their behalf. 
They were to be at liberty to work at any trade they might be ac- 
quainted with ; but during their continuance in the country they were 
to be difpofed of wherever the governor Ihould think proper. They 
were alfo at liberty to fettle land upon their own account. 

c c The 
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The numbers who died by ficknefs in the year 1791 were, one of 
the civil eftablilhmcnt (H. E. Dodd); two Ibldiers ; one hundred and 
fifty-five male and eight female convifts ; and five children : in all 
one hundred and feventy-one perfons (twenty-eight more than had 
died during the preceding year). 

In the above time one male convift was executed ; one drowned ; 
four loft in the woods (exclufivc of .the Irilh conviifts who had ab- 
fconded, of whom no certain account was procured) ; one deftroyed 
himfelf ; and eight men, one woman, and two children, had run 
from the fettlement ; making a lofs of one hundred and eighty-nine 
perfons. 


CHAP. XVI. 

THE QUEEH SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.— WHALF,RS ON THEIR FISHINO , 

VOYAGES. — CONVICTS MISSING VARIOUS DEPREDATIONS. — DISPENSARY 

AND BAKE-HOUSE ROBBED. PROCLAMATION. A CRIMINAL COURT HELD. 

—CONVICT EXECUTED. — TRANSACTIONS.— THE PITT WITH LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR CROSE ARRIVES. — MILITARY DUTY FIXED FOR PARRAMATTA. 
— GOODS SELLING AT SYDNEY FROM THE PITT. — THE PITT ORDERED TO 
BE DISPATCHED TO NORFOLK ISL.AND.— COMMISSIONS RE AD.— SICKNESS.— 

THE PITT SAILS. — MR. BURTON KILLED. STORMY WEATHER. — PUBLIC 

WORKS.— REGULATIONS RESPECTING PERSONS WHO HAD SERVED THEIR 
TERMS OF TRANSPORTATION. NATIVES. 

January 1792.] EaRLY in this month fixty-two people, fettlers 
and convicts, with Mr. Bayne, the chaplain of the New South Wales 
corps, (who offered his fervices, as there never had been a clergyman 
there,) embarked on board the Queen tranfport for Norfolk Ifland, 
the matter of that fliip h.iving engaged to carry them and a certain 
quantity of provifions thither for the fum of 150 1 . Of the fettlers 
twenty-two were lately difeharged from the marine fcrvice, and the 
remainder were convifts ; fomc of the latter, whofc terms of tranfport- 
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atlon had expired, had chofen Norfolk Ifland to fettle in, and others 
were fent to be employed for the public. 

This Ihip, with the Admiral Barrington for India, failed on the 
6th ; and the Salamander and Britannia whalers on the yth, the mafters 
of the two latter fliips fignifying an intention of cruiling for three 
anonths upon this coaft ; at the end of which time, according to their 
fuccefs, they would either return to this port, or purfue their voyage 
to the northward. 

Several convidls attempted to efcape from the fettlement on board 
of thefe fliips, fomc of whom were difeovered before they failed, and, 
being brought on fliore, were puniflied ; but there was great reafon 
to fuppofe that others were fecreted by the connivance of the fcamen, 
and eluded the repeated fearches which were made for them. 

In addition to this exportation, the colony loft fomc ufeful people 
whom it could ill fpare ; but who, their terms of tranfportatioii 
having expired, would not be induced to remain in the fettlement, 
and could not be prevented from quitting it. 

By the commiflTary’s report of the mufter it appeared, that forty- 
four men and nine women were abfent and unaccounted for; among 
which number were included thofc who were wandering in the woods, 
feeking for a new fettlement, or endeavouring to get into the path to 
China ! Of thefe people many, after lingering a long time, and exift- 
ing merely on roots and wild berries, periftied miferably. Others 
found their way in, after being abfent fevcral weeks, and reported the 
fate of their wretched companions, being themfelves reduced to nearly 
the fame condition, worn down and exhaufted with fatigue and want 
of proper fuftenance. Yet, although the appearance of thefe people 
confirmed their account of what they had undergone, others were ftill 
found ignorant and weak enough to run into the woods imprefled 
with the idea of cither reaching China by land, or finding a new fet- 
tlement ^where labour would not be impofed on them, and where the 
inhabitants were civil and peaceable. Two of thefe wretches at the 
time of their abfeonding met a convidl in their way not far from the 
new grounds, whom they robbed of his provifions, and beat in fo cruel 
a manner that, after languifhing for fome time, he died in the hofpital 
at Parramatta. He deferibed their perfons, and mentioned their 
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names, ■with the precife circumftances attending their treatment of him, 
and it was hoped that they would have lived to return, and receive the 
reward of their crime ; but one of their companions who furvived them 
brought in an account of their having ended a wicked and miferable 
exiftence in the woods. 

Depredations being nightly committed at the fkirts of the town, 
and at the officers’ farms, by fomc of thefe vagrants, who were fup- 
pofed to lurk between this place and Parramatta, it was thought ne- 
ceflary to fend armed parties out at night for a certain diftance round 
the fcttlement, with orders to feize, or fire on, all petfons found 
ftraggllng ; and feveral were detefted by them in the ad of robbing the 
gardens at the different farms. Indeed neither the property nor the 
perfons of individuals were fafe for fome time. Two villains came to 
a hut which was occupied by one Williams a fawyer, and which he 
had erefted at a fpot at fome diftance from the town where he could 
have a little garden ground, and attempted to rob him ; but the owner 
furprifed them, and, in endeavouring to fecure them, was wounded 
fo feverely in the arm with a tomahawk, that the tendon was divided ; 
and it was fuppofed that he never would recover the perfect ufe of the 
limb. They even carried their audacity fo far, as to be fecretly medi- 
tating an attempt upon the barrack and ftorehoufe at Parramatta ; at 
leaft, information of fuch a plan was given by fome of the convidls ; 
and is there had been feen among them people filly enough to under- 
take to walk to the other fide of this extenfive continent, expedUng 
that China would be found there, it was not at all improbable 
that fomc might be mad enough to perfuade others that it would be 
an eafy matter to attempt and carry the barracks and ftores there. But 
no other ufe was made of the report than the exertion of double vigi- 
lance in the guards, which was done without making public the true 
motive. To the credit of the convidls who came out in the firft fleet 
it mull be remarked, that none of them were concerned in thefe 
offences j and of them it was faid the new corners flood fo much in 
dread, that they never were admitted to any lhare in their confidence. 

As the Indian corn began to ripen the convidls recommenced their 
depredations, and many were punilhed with a feverity feemingly cal- 
culated to deter others, but adlually without effedl. They appeared 
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to be a people wholly regardlefs of the future, and not dreading any 
thing that was not immediately prefent to their own feelings. It was 
well known that punilhment would follow the detedlion of a crime ; 
but their conftant reliance was on a hope of efcaping that detedion ; 
and they were very rarely known to Hand forsvard in bringing offenders 
to punilhment, although fuch rewards were held out as one would 
imagine were fuilicient to induce them. It being neceffary to fecure 
four dangerous people, who, after committing offences, had with- 
drawn into the woods, a reward of fifty pounds of flour was offered 
for the apprehenfion of either of them, but only one was taken. 

The eal'y communication between Sydney and Parramatta had been 
found to be a very great evil from the time the path was firft 
made ; but (ince the numbers had been fo much augmented at Parra- 
matta, it became abfolutely neceffary to put a flop to the intetcourfe. 
The diflance was about fixteen miles ; and, unlefs information was 
previoufly given, a perfon would vifit Sydney and return without 
being milfed : and .is ftolcn property was transferred from one place 
to another by means of this quick conveyance, orders were given cal- 
culated to cut off all unlicenfed intercourfe. 

A report having been falfely propagated at Parramatta, that it was 
intended by the governor to take the corn of individuals on the public 
account, the fettlcrs and convidls who h.id raifed maize or other grain, 
and who were not provided with proper places to fecure it in, were 
informed, that they might fend it to the public (lore, and draw it 
from thence as their occafions required ; and farther, that they were 
at liberty to tlifpofc of fuch live flock, com, grain, or vegetables, 
which they might raife, as they found convenient to themfelves, the 
property of every individual being equally fccurcd to him, and by the 
fame law, whether belonging to a free man or » convitS. Such of 
the above articles as they could not otherwife difpofe of, they were 
told, would be purchafed by the commiffary on the public account at 
a fair market-price. 

Toward the latter end of the month fome villains broke into the 
difpenfary at the hofpital, and ftole two cafes of portable foup, one 
cafe of camomile flowers, and one cafe containing fudorifle powder. 
Thefe aiticles had been placed in the difpenfary on the very evening 
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it was broken into, to be fent to Parramatta the following morning. 
The cafes with the camomile and fudorific powder (which perhaps 
they had taken for fugar or flour) were found at the back of the hill 
behind tile hofpital ; and, in order to difeover the perfons concerned 
in this theft, (as well as thofe who maimed the fawyer, as before re- 
lated,) a proclamation was publiflied, offering to any perfon or perfons 
giving fuch information as fliould convift the principal offenders, a 
free pardon for every offence which he, fhe, or they' might have com- 
mitted fince their arrival in this country ; and that a full ration of 
provifions fhould be iffued to fuch perfon or perfons during the re- 
mainder of their refpedlisc terms of tranfportation. 

Several people died at Parramatta, fome of whom were at labour, 
apparently in health, and dead in four-and-twenty hours. An extra- 
ordinary circumflaiice attended, though it w'as not the caufe of the 
death of one poor creature : while dragging with others at a brick cart 
he was feized with a fainting lit, and when he recovered was laid 
down under a cart which flood in the road, that he might be in the 
fhade. Being weak and ill, he fell afleep. On waking, and feeling 
fomething tight about his neck, he put up his hand, when, to his 
amazement and horror, he grafped the folds of a large fnake which had 
twined itfelf round his neck. In endeavouring to difengage it, the 
animal bit him by the lip, which became inflantly tumid. Two men, 
palfing by, took off the fnake and threw it on the ground, when it 
eredted itfelf and flew at one 'of them ; but they foon killed it. The 
man who had fainted at the cart died tlie next morning, not, however^ 
from any effedl of the bite of the fnake, but from a general debility. 

At Parramatta the public bakchoufe was broken into, and robbed of 
a large quantity of flour and bifeuit. The robber had made his way 
down the chimney of the houfe, and, though a man and woman flept 
in the place, carried off his booty undifeovered. 

The convidis having affembled there at the latter end of the laft 
month in an improper and tumultuous manner, the governor now 
thought proper to ilfue a proclamation, dircdling that “ in cafe of any 
“ riot or difturbance among the convidis, every one who was feen out 
“ of his hut would (if fuch riot or difturbance fhould happen in the 

night, or during the hours of reft from labour, or if he were ab- 
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“ fent from his labour during the hours of work) be deemed to be 
“ aiding and aflilVing the rioters, and be punllhed accordingly.” 

The convidfs were ftridlly forbidden ever to aflemble in numbers 
tinder any pretence of ftating a complaint, or for any other caufe 
whatever, all complaints being to be made through the medium of the 
fuperintendants or overfeers. 1 

A difobedlcnce to this proclamation was to be puniihed with the 
utmofl feverity ; and any perfon who, knowing of any intended riot 
or tumultuous and unlawful aflembly among the convidls, did not take 
the firft opportunity of informing either the commanding officer of the 
military or one of the fuperintendants thereof, would be deemed and 
punilhed as a principal in fuch riot. 

An inftance of the profligacy of the convidls which occurred at this 
time is deferving of notice: a woman who had been entrufted to 
carry the allowance of flour belonging to two other women to the 
bakehoufe, where ffie had run in debt for bread which ffie had taken 
up on their account, -mixed with it a quantity of pounded ftone, in 
the 'proportion of two-thirds of grit, to one of flour. Fortunately, 
fhe was detcdled before it had been mixed with other flour at the 
bakehoufe, and was ordered to wear an iron collar for fi.x months as a 
puniffiment. 

February.] A criminal court was held at Parramatta on the yth of 
this month for the trial of James Collington, who, as before mentioned, 
had broken into the public bakehoufe at that place by getting down 
the chimney in the night. It appeared that he had taken off about 
fifty pounds of flour, which he tied up in an apron that he found in 
the room, and the leg of a pair of trowfers. He depofitcd the pro- 
perty under a rock, and occafionally vifited it j but it was foon feized 
by fome other no£lurnal adventurer, and Collington then broke into 
another hut, wherein eight people were fleeping, and took thereout a 
box containing wearing apparel .and provifions, without difturbing 
them, fo foundly did fatigue make them Deep ; but he was detedlcd in 
a garden with the property, and fccured. Being found guilty, he re- 
ceived fcntence of death, and was executed e.arly the following morn- 
ing. At the tree he addreffed the convids, w.arning them to avoid 
the paths he had purfued ; but faid, that he was induced by hunger to 
14 commit 
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commit the crime for which he fuffered. He appeared defirous of 
death, decliritig that he knew he could not live without ftealing. 

Information having been received, that a great body of convidls at 
the new grounds intended to feize fome arms which had been given to 
the fcttlcrs for their protedlion againft the natives, and (after robbing 
their huts) to proceed to the fca-coaft, where, deftroying every pcrl'oii 
who fhould oppofe them, they were to build a velTcl, a convidl who 
was faid to be a ringleader was taken up, and, upon the information 
which he gave, five others were apprehended and chained together ; in 
which fituation they continued for fome time, when their fcheme hav- 
ing been defeated, and other Heps taken to prevent their putting it in 
execution, they were liberated, and returned to their ufual labour. 

Information would have been at all times more readily procured from 
thefe people, had they not been conftantly apprehenfive of receiving ill- 
treatment not only from the parties concerned, but from others who 
were not ; and although every afiurance of protedlion was given by 
thofe who were authorifed to hold it out, yet it was not found fufficient 
to do away the dread they were faid to labour under. Accident, or a 
quarrel among themfdves, fometimes furnilhed information that was 
not otherwife to be procured ; and in general to one or other of thefe 
caufes was to be attributed every information that was received of any 
mal-pradiccs among them. 

A perlbn who had been employed under one of the fuperintendants 
at Parramatta, and in whom, from an uniformity of good condudi 
during his refidence in this country, fome truft was at times placed, 
was dctedled in giving corn to a fettler from the public granary, to 
which he had occafional accefs. The offence being fully proved, he 
was fentcnccd to receive three hundred lafhes, and the perfon to whom 
he had given the corn two hundred lalhes. It was feen with great 
concern, that there were but few among them who were honeft enough 
to refill any temptation that was placed in their way. 

A convidl who had abfcoirded five weeks fmee was apprehended by 
fome of the military, at the head of one of the coves leading from Par- 
ramatta. He had built himfclf a hut in the woods, and laid when 
brought in, that he had preferred his exillence by eating fuch filh as 
he was fortunate enough to catch, rock oyllers, and wild berries; and 
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that the natives had more than once purfued him when emplojfcd in 
thefe rcfearches. But very little credit was given to any account lie 
gave, and it was generally fuppofed that he had lived by occafionally 
vifiting and robbing the huts at Sydney and Parramatta. He had 
taken to the woods to avoid a punilhment which hung over him, and 
which he now received. 

Early in the month eight fettlers from the marines received their 
grants of land fituated on the north (ide of the harbour near the Flats, 
and named by the governor the Field of Mars. 

The convicts employed in cultivating and clearing public ground be- 
yond Parramatta, having been landed in a weak and fickly ftatc, wore 
in general a mod miferable and emaciated appearance, and numbers of 
them died daily. Tire reduced ration by no means contributed to their 
amendment; the wheat that was raifed lad year, (four hundred and fixty- 
one bulhels,) after referving a fufficiency for feed, was ifliied to them 
at a pound per man per week, and a pound of rice per week was iffued 
to each male convi£t at Sydney. 

On Tuefday the 14th the fignal.was made for a fail, and fliortly 
after the Pitt, Captain Edward Manning, anchored in the cove from 
England. She failed the 17th of lad July from Yarmouth Roads, and 
had rather a long paflage, touching at St. lago, Rio de Janeiro, and the 
Cape of Good Hope. She had on board Francis Grofe, Efq. the lieu- 
tenant-governor of the fettlcmcnts, and major-commandant of the New 
South Wales corps, one company of which, together with the adjutant 
and furgeon’s mate, came out with him. 

She brought out three hundred and nineteen male and forty- nine 
female convidls, five children, and feven free w'omen ; with fait provi- 
fions calculated to ferve that number of people ten months, but which 
would only furnilh the colony with provifions for forty days. The 
fupply of provifions was confined to fait meat, under an idea that the' 
colony was not in immediate want of flour, and that a fupply had been 
fent from Calcutta, which, together with what had been procured from 
Batavia, that which had been fent before from England, and the grain 
that might have been raifed in the fettlements, would be adequate to 
our confumption for the prefent. ' The difpatches, however, which had 
been forwarded from this place by the Juftinian in July 1790 having’ 

s D been 
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been received by the fecretary of ftate, vphat appeared from thofc com- 
munications to be neccffary.for the colony were to be fent in one or 
more Ihips to be difpatchcd in the autumn of laft year, with an addi- 
tional number of convids, and the remaining company of the New 
South Wales corps. A Hoop in frame, of the burden of forty-one 
tons, was fent out in the I’itt ; to make room for which, feveral bales 
of cloathing, and many very ufeful articles, were obliged to be Ihut out. 

fey this conveyance information was received, that the Daedalus hired 
ftorelhip, which was fent out to carry provifions to the Sandwich Iflands 
for two (hips employed in thofe parts on difeovery, was directed to 
repair to this fettlement after performing that fervice, to be employed 
as there Qiould be occafion, and that Ihe might be expe^ed in the be- 
ginning of the year 1793. 

The Pitt brought in many of her convids fick ; and feveral of her 
feamen and fifteen foldiers of the New South Wales corps had died 
(hortly after her leaving St. lago, owing to her having touched there 
during an unhealthy fealbn. 

The whole of the New South Wales corps, except one company, being 
now arrived, the numbers requifite for the diiferent duties were fettled ; 
and one company, confifting of a captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, 
three ferjeants, three corporals, two drummers, and feventy privates, 
was fixed for the duty of Parramatta ; a like number for Norfolk Ifland, 
and the remainder were to do duty at Sydney, the head quarters of 
the corps. 

Permiffion having been obtained, a (hop was opened at a hut on 
Ihore for the fale of various articles brought out in the Pitt ; and not- 
withftanding a fleet of tranfports had but lately failed hence, notwith- 
ftanding the diiferent orders which had been fent to Bengal, and the 
liigh price at which every thing was fold, the avidity with which all 
delcriptions of people grafped at what was to be purchafed was extra- 
ordinary, and could only be accounted for by the diftance of our fitua- 
tion from the mother country, the uncenainty of receiving fupplies 
thence, and the length of time which we had heretofore the mortification 
to find elapfe without our receiving any. 

March.] It being neceifary to fend to Norfolk Ifland a proportion 
of what provifions were in ftore, the Pitt was engaged for that purpofe; 
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and for performing this fervice her owners were to receive 6jil. a fum 
equal to iix weeks demurrage for that fliip. From Norfolk Ifland Ihe 
was to proceed, upon her owners account, to Bengal ; and her com- 
mander was charged with duplicates of the letters and inflrudions given 
to Lieutenant Bowen. In the event of any accident having prevented 
the arrival of that officer at Calcutta, Captain Manning was to caufe the 
fervice with which he was entrufted to be executed, by applying to the 
governor-general, and the houfe of Meffis. Lambert, Rofs, and com- 
pany, for the fupply of provifions, which the Atlantic was to have 
brought, to be forwarded to this country either by the Pitt, or by veflels 
to be hired by that houfe at Calcutta. 

This precaution was taken rather to guard againft the worft that 
might happen, than from any probability that the Atlantic would not 
have reached Calcutta, that fhip being well fitted for fuch a voyage, 
ftrong, well manned, and under the direction of an able and an adivc 
officer. To her arrival, however, we looked forward at this period 
with fome anxiety, as the flour and fait provifions in the fettlement aU 
ready occupied but a fmall portion of the ftorcs which contained them, 
there being only fifty-two days flour, and twenty-one weeks fait meat 
in ftore at the ration now iflued. 

On the morning of Saturday the 17th the marines and New South 
Wales corps formed under arms on the parade in front of the quarters, 
when his Majefty’s commiffion appointing Francis Grofe, Efquire, to be 
lieutenant-governor of this territory, and the letters patent under the 
great feal for eflablilhing the civil and criminal courts of judicature, 
were publicly read by the judge-advocate. The governor and the 
principal officers of the fettlement attended, and his excellency received 
from the corps under arms the' honours due to his rank in the colony. 
At the conclufion of the ceremony, the Pitt, by a well -concerted fignal, 
faluted with fifteen guns, as a compliment to the lieutenant-governor. 

A perfon who came out to this country in the capacity of a carpen- 
ter’s mate on board the Sirius, and who had been difeharged from that 
Ihip’s books into the Supply, having been left behind when that vcflel 
failed for England, offered his fervices to put together the veffel that 
arrived in frame in the Pitt ; and being deemed fufficiently qualified as 
a (hipwright, he was engaged at two fhillings per diem and his provi- 

D D 2 ' fions 



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


[ 179 *. 


3t04 

fions to fct her up. Her keel was accordingly laid down on blocks 
placed for the purpofc near the landing-place on the eaft fide. As this 
perfon was the only ihlpwright in the colony, the vefTel would much 
fooncr have rendered tlic ferviccs. which were reejuired of her, had (he 
been put together, coppered, and fent out manned and officered from 
England ; by thefe mcan.s too the colony would have received many 
articles which were of ncceffity (hut out of the I’itt to make room for 
her (towage. 

About this time a malady of an alarming nature was perceived in 
the colony. Four or five of the convicts were I'eized with infanity ; 
and, as the major part of thofe who were villted by this calamity were 
females, who on account of their fex were not hara(Ted with hard 
labour, and who in general (hared largely of fuch little comforts a& 
were to be procured in the fcttlcment, it was difficult to affign a caufe 
for this diforder. 

April.] With a dreadful fick lilt, and with death making rapid 
(Irides among us, the month of April commenced : a lamentable cir- 
cumftance to thofe who had to provide by their labour for the fupport 
of a colony, in which, from its great diltance, not only from the parent 
•country, but from every port where fupplies could be procured, it 
became an objedi of the firlt magnitude' and importance to endeavour 
fpeedily, and by every poffible exertion, to place its inhabitants in a 
fituation that accident or delay might not aifedt. His Majefiy’s (hip 
Guardian aiforded a melancholy recolledlion how much this colony 
had already felt from mifadventure, and the delay which occurred in, 
the voyage of the Lady Juliana tranfport had proved equally calami- 
tous. The recent circumftance of a (hip arriving without a fupply of 
dour, and other contingencies, fpoke with a warning voice, and loudly 
demanded that every arm which could be raifed Ihould be exerted to 
make provifion againlf the hour of want. Few, however, in com- 
parifon with the meafure of our neceffities, were the numbers daily 
brought into the field for the purpofe of cultivation ; and of thofe who 
could handle the hoe or the fpade by far the greater part carried hunger 
in their countenances ; but it was earneftly hoped and anxioully ex- 
peded, that by the fpeedy arrival of fupplies from England the full 
ration of every fpecics of provifions would be again ilTued, when la- 
bour 
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hour would be renewed with additional vigour and effeS ; health 
and ftrength be I'een refiding among us ; and the approaches of inde- 
pendence on Great Britain be foinething more than a fanguine hope 
or vifionary fpeculation. 

The convids, and fuch ftorcs and provifions as the governor thought 
it necelTary to fend to Norfolk Ifland, being embarked, the Pitt failed 
on the 7th. Previous to her departure, a female convift was found 
fecreted on board, who declaring in her juftification that the fourth 
mate of the (hip had aflifled her in her efcape, he was tried by the 
civil court of judicature for taking a convid from the fettlement, bur, 
for want of fufficient proof, was acquitted. 

The pradicability of being fecreted on board of fliips would always 
operate as an inducement to wretches who faw a long term of fervi- 
tude before them to attempt their efcape ; but it certainly behoved 
every mafter of a merchantman bound from this port to be very vi- 
gilant and fedulous to prevent their fucceeding, as the fafety of the 
Ihip might be very much endangered by having numbers of fuch 
people on board mixing with their fliip’s company. 

On Friday the 13th died Mr. David Burton, of a gun-(hot wound 
which he received on the preceding Saturday. This young man, oa 
account of the talents he (voflefled as a botanift, and the fervices which 
he was capable of rendering in the furveying line, could be but ill 
fpared in this fettlement. His lofs was occalloned by one of thofe 
accidents which too frequently happen to perfons who are inexpe- 
rienced in the ufe of fire-arms. Mr. Burton had been out with Enfign 
Beckwith, and fome foldiers of the New South Wales corps, intending 
to kill ducks on the Nepean. With that fenfation of the mind which 
is called prefentiment he is laid to have let out, having more than once 
obferved, that he feared I'ome accident would happen before his return ; 
and he did not ceafe to be tormented with this unpleafant idea, until 
his gun, which he carried rather aukwardly, went off, and lodged its 
contents in the ground within a few inches of the feet of the perfoia 
who immediately preceded him in the walk through the woods. 
Confidering this as the accident which his mind foreboded, he went 
oh afterwards perfedly freed from any apprehenCon. But he was 
deceived. Reaching the banks of the river, they found on its furfacc 
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innumerable flocks of thofc fowl of which they were in fearch. 
Mr. Burton, in order to have a better view of them, got upon the 
flump of a tree, and, refting his hand upon the muzzle of his piece, 
ralfed himfelf by its afliftance as high as he was able. 'Hie butt of the 
piece refled on the ground, which was thickly covered with long grafs, 
fhnibs, and weeds. No one faw the danger of fiich a fituation in time 
to prevent what followed. By fome motion of this unfortunate young 
man the piece went ofT, and the contents, entering at his wrifl, forced 
their way up between the two bones of his right arm, which were 
much Ihattercd, to the elbow. Mr. Beckwith, by a very happy pre- 
fence of mind, applying bandages torn from a fhirt, fucccedcd in flop- 
ping the vaft eflulion of blood which enfued, or his patient muft foon 
have bled to death. This accident happened at five in the afternoon, 
and it was not, till ten o’clock at night of the following day that 
Mr. Burton was brought into Parramatta. The confequence was, fuch 
a violent fever and inflammation had taken place that any attempt to 
lave life by amputation would only have haftened his end. In the 
night of the 1 2th the mortification came on, and he died the following 
morning, leaving behind him, what he univerfally enjoyed while 
living, the efteem and refpeft of all who knew him. 

A perfon of a far different character and dcfcriptlon met with an 
accidental death the following day. He had been employed to take 
fome provifions to a fettler who occupied a farm on the creek leading 
to Parramatta, and was killed by a blow from the limb of a tree, which 
fell on his head and fradured his Ikull, without having allowed him 
that time for repentance of which a finful life flood fo much in need. 
His companions and fellow prifoners (for he was a convi£I) declared 
him to have been fo great a reprobate, that he was fcarcely ever known 
to fpeak without an oath, or without calling on his Maker aa a witnefs 
to the truth of the lie he was about to utter. 

The weather had been for fome days extremely bad, heavy ftorms 
of wind and rain having’generally prevailed from Monday the 9th 
till Friday the 1 3th, when fair weather fucceeded. At Parramatta the 
gale had done much damage j feveral huts which were built in low 
grounds were rendered almofl inacceflible, and the greater part of the 
wattled huts fuffered conflderably. A large portion of the cleared 
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ground was laid under water, and fuch corn as had not been reaped 
was beaten down. At Sydney the effcdls of the ftonti, though it had 
been equally violent, were not fo fevere. Moll of the houfes were 
rendered damp, and had leaks in different parts ; feeds which had been 
recently fown were wafhed out of the ground, and the bridge over the 
dream was fomewhat injured. In the woods it had raged with much 
violence ; the people employed to kill game reported that it was dan- 
gerous to walk in the forefls ; and the ground, covered with huge limbs 
or whole trunks of trees, confirmed the truth of their report. 

The bricklayers were immediately fent up to Parramatta, to repair 
the damages effedled by the ftorm ; and the bridge at Sydney was no^ 
only repaired, but confidcrably widened. 

On Saturday the 13th an alteration took place in the ration. Three 
pounds of flour, and two pounds of maize, with four pounds of 
pork, were ferved to each man, and three pounds of flour, and 
one pound of maize, with four pounds of pork, were ferved to 
each woman in the fettlement. The children received the ufual 
proportion. To fuch ' alterations the fettlement had now for fome 
years been habituated ; and although it was well known that they 
never were impofed but when the ftate of the ftorcs rendered them 
abfolutely neceffary, it was impoflible to meet the deduflion without 
refleiiing, that the eflablilhed ration would have been adequate to every 
want j the plea of hunger could not have been advanced as the motive 
and excufe for thefts ; and difeafe would not have met fo powerful an 
ally in its ravages among the debilitated and emaciated objefts which 
the gaols had crowded into tranfports, and the tranfports had landed 
in thefe fettlements. ' 

The works in hand were, building brick huts at Sydney for convifts," 
confiding of two apartments, each hut being twenty-fix feet in front, 
and fourteen feet in width, and intended to contain ten people, with 
a fuitablc allotment of garden ground ; completing tanks for water ; 
widening the bridge, &c. One day in each week was dedicated to 
ifluing provifions, and the labour of the other five (with interruptions 
from bad weather, and the plea of the reduced ration) did not amount 
in all to three good working days. 

At 
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Al P<<rraTnal»a the principal labour was the getting in and houfing 
ihe maize, and preparing; ground for the next year’s grain. The 
toiindatiuiis of two material buildings were laid, a town-hall and an 
hofpital. Tlic town-hall wis intended to include a market-place for 
tile fale of grain, liili, poultry, lire (lock, wearing apparel, and every 
other article that convids might purchafe or fell. An order cftablHli- 
ing this regulation had been given out at Parramatta, and a clerk of 
the market appointed to regifter every commodity that was brought for 
laic or barter ; direiVtng, in the cafe of non-compliance, the forfeiture 
both of the purchafe-money and of the article, to be given, one moiety 
to the informer, and the other to the hofpital for the benefit of the fick. 

This order was meant to prevent the felling or interchanging of 
ftolen goods among the convidls ; a mcafure that appeared to be daily 
becoming more neceflliry. The depredatidns which were committed, < 

hourly it might be (aid, upon the maize, were very ferious, and called j 

for the iutcqiofition of Ibme meafure that might prevent them, .is pu- i 

nifhments, however fevere, were not found effedlually to anfwer the 
end. A cotividl who lived as a lervant with an officer was tried by 
the criminal court for robbing his mafler, and being found guilty was 
fentenced to receive three hundred lafhes. 

The colony had now been fo long cflabliflted, that many convidls 
who had come out in the (iril fleet, and might be termed the lirft fet- r 

tiers in the country, had ferved the fcveral terms of tranfportation to 
which they had been fentenced. Of the people of this defeription, 
fomc had become fettlers ; fome had left the country ; others, to ufe 
their own exprefllons, had taken themfelves off the flores, that is to 
fay, had declined receiving any farther provilions from the public 
flores or doing any public I.ibour, but derived their fupport from fuch 
fettlers or other perfons as could employ and maintain them ; while 
others, with fomewhat more diferetion, continued to labour for go- 
vernment, and to receive their provifions as ui'ual from the com- 
milfary. Of the latter defeription, fourteen who were indulged with 
the choice of the place where they were to labour, preferred the fet- 
tlcment at Sydney, and there had one hut alligncd to them for their 
rcfidcncc. To prevent any impofition on the part of thofe who pro- i 

felTcd to be fupported by fettlers, they were diredled to render an . 
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Account at the end of each week of their refpc£Iivc employments ; fof' 
people who had not any vifiblc means of living would foon have be- 
come nuifances in the fettlement. 

It required fometliing more than common application to adapt reme- 
dies to the various irregularities which from time to time grew up in 
the fettlement, and fomclhing more than common ingenuity to coun- 
teradt the artifices of thofe whofe meditations were hourly diredled to 
fchcmes of evafion or depredation. 

The natives had not lately given us any interruption by adls of 
hoftility. Several of their young people continued to refide among 
us, and the different houfes in the town were frequently vifited by 
their relations. Very little information that could be depended upon 
refpedting their manners and cuftoms was obtained through this inter- 
courfe; and it was obferved, that they converfed with us in a mutilated 
and incorredt language formed entirely on our imperfedt knowledge 
and improper application of their w'ords. 


« 

CHAP. XVII. 

MORTALITY IN APRIL.— APPEARANCE AND STATE OF THE CONVICTS.— 
RATION AGAIN REDUCEU.— QUANTITY OF FLOUR IN STORE. — SETTLF.RS.— 

STATE OF TRANSACTIONS WITH THE NATIVES. INDIAN CORN STOLEN.— 

PUBLIC WORKS. AVERAGE PRICES OF CRAIN, &C. AT SYDNEY, AND AT 

PARRAMATTA. — MORTALITY DECREASES. — KINo’s BIRTH-DAY. — THE AT- 
LANTIC RETURNS FROM BENGAL. ACCOUNT RECEIVED OF BRYANT AND 

HIS COMPANIONS. — RATION FARTHER REDUCED — ATLANTIC CLEARED. 

SHEEP-PENS AT PARRAMATTA ATTEMPTED. — QUALITY OF PROVISIONS 
RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA. — THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES PROM ENG- 
LAND. — RATION INCREASED.— A CONVICT EMANCIPATED. — PUBLIC 
WORKS. 

May.] The mortality in the laft month had been extremely great. 
Diftreffing as it was, however, to fee the poor wretches daily dropping 
into the grave, it was far more affixing to obferve the eountenances 
and emaciated perfons of ntany that remained foon to follow their 
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fhilerable companions. Every ftep was taken that couhl be dcvifed to 
fave them ; a fithcry was cftablilhcd at the South-head, cxcluiivcly for 
the ufe of the fick, untlcr the diredion of one Barton, who had been 
formerly a pilot, and who, in addition to this duty, was to board all 
(hips coming iuto tlic harbour and pilot them to the fettlement. The 
difl'erent people who v.'crc employed by individuals to kill game were 
given up for the ul'e of the hofpital ; and to ftimulatc them to exertion, 
two pounds of flour in addition to the ration were ordered for every 
kangooroo that they Ihould bring, befidc the head, one fore-quarter, and 
the pluck of the animal. 

Tlie weakeft of the convids were excufed from any kind of hard 
labour ; but it was not hard labour that deftroyed them ; it was an 
entire want of ftrength in the conftitution to receive nourilhment, to 
throw oft' the debility chat pervaded their whole fyftem, or to perform 
any fort of labour whatever. 

This dreadful mortality was chiefty confined to the convids who 
had arrived in the laft year; of one hundred and twenty-two male 
convids who came out in the Queea tranfport from Ireland, fifty only 
were living at the beginning of this month. The different robberies 
which were committed were alfo confined to this clafs of the con- 
vids, and the wretches who were concerned in the commilllon of 
them were in general too weak to receive a puniftiment adequate to 
their crimes. Their univcrlal plea was hunger ; but it was a plea that 
in the then fituation of the colony could not be fo much attended to 
as it certainly wxmld have been in a country of greater plenty. 

The quantity of Indian corn ftolen and deftroyed this feafon was not 
afcertalncd, but was fuppofed to have been at Icaft one fixth of what 
was raifed. The people employed in bringing it in daily reported that 
they found immexifc piles of the hulks and ftalks concealed in die 
midft of what was Handing, having been there fticllcd and taken off at 
different times. This was a very ferious lofs, and became an objed of 
immediate confidcration in fuch a fcarcity as the colony then experi- 
enced ; mod anxioufly it expeded fupplies from England, which did 
not arrive, though the time had elapfed in which they fhould have ap- 
peared had their departure taken place at the period mentioned by the 
fecretary of flate (the autumn of laft year). liis excellency therefore 
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thought it prudent ftill farther to abridge the ration of flour which waj 
then iflued ; and on the 9th of the month diredlcd the commiffary to 
fervc weekly, until further orders, one pound and an half of flour with 
four pounds of maize to each man ; and one pound and an half of flour 
•with three pounds of maize to each woman, and to every child ten 
years of age ; but made no alteration in the ration of (alt provifions. 

This ration was to take place on Saturday the 12th ; and as maize 
or Indian corn was now neceflarily become the principal part of each 
perfon’s fubliftence, hand-mills and querns were fet to work to grind 
it coarfe for every perfon both at Sydney and at Parramatta ; and at 
this latter place, wooden mortars, with a lever and a peftlc, were alfo 
ufed to break the com, and thefe pounded it much finer than it 
could be ground by the hand-mills ; but it was cfTcaed with great 
labouo 

On comparing this ration with that ilTued in the month of April 1790, 
it will appear that the allowance then received from the public ftorc 
was in mod refpeGs better than that now ordered. We then received, 
in addition to two pounds and a half of flour, two pounds of rice, 
which taken together yielded more nutritive fubftance than the four 
pounds of maize and one pound and a half of flour j for the maize when 
perfcdlly ground, fifted, and divefted of the unwholefomc and unpro- 
fitable part, the hufk, would not give more than three pounds of good 
meal ; and the rice was ufed by the convidls in a much greater variety 
of modes than it was polfible to prepare the maize in. 

As at this period the flour in ftorc was reduced to a very inconfider- 
able quantity, twenty-four days at the new ration, (one pound and a 
half per week,) and the fait provifions at the prefent ration not afford- 
ing a fupply for a longer time than three months, it became a melan- 
choly, although natural refle^Uon, that had not fuch numbers died, 
both in the palfage and fince the landing of thofe who furvived the 
voyage, we fhould not at this moment have had any thing to receive 
from the public ftorcs ; thus ftrangely did we derive a benefit from the 
miferies of our fellow-creatures! 

Several of the fettlers who had farms at or near Parramatta, notwith- 
ftanding the extreme drought of the feafon preceding the faving of 
their corn, bad fuch crops that they found themfclves enabled to take 
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off from the public (lore, feme one, and others two convids, to affift 
in preparing their grounds for the next feafon. The fait provifions 
with which they fupplied them they procured by bancring their corn 
for that anicle, referving a fufficiency for the fupport of themfelvcs and 
families, and for feed. Mr. Schaffer from a fmall patch of ground got 
in about two hundred bufhels of Indian corn ; and with the affidance 
of four convicts expelled to have thirty acres in cultivation the next 
feafon. But others of the fcttlcrs, inattentive to their own intcrefts, and 
more defirous of acquiring for the prefent what they deemed comforts, 
' than lludious to provide for the future, not only ncgleded the cultiva- 
tion of their lands, but fold the breeding dock with which they had 
been fupplied by order of the governor. Two fettlers of the former 
defeription having clearly forfeited their grants, and it being underftood 
that they did not intend to proceed to cultivation any further than to 
fave appearances till they could get away, their grants were taken from, 
them, and other fettlers placed on the grounds. But exclufive of the 
idle people, of which there wpre but few, the fettlers were found in 
general to be doing very well, their farms promiftng to place them 
Ihortly in a date of independence on the public dores in the articles of 
provifions and grain ; and it mud not be omitted in this account, that 
they had to combat with the bad effeds of a Ihort and reduced ration 
nearly the whole of the time that they had been employed in cultivat- 
ing ground on their own account. 

Many complaints having been made by the fettlers, of depredations 
committed on their Indian corn by fome of the convidls, it was or- 
dered, that every conviifl redding at Parramatta, who Ihould be fully 
convidled before a magidrate of dealing Indian corn, diould, in addition 
to fuch corporal punidiment as he might think it neceffary to adjudge, 
be fent from Parramatta to the New Grounds, there to be employed in 
cultivation. Mr. Richard Atkins, who came out in the Pitt, and who 
had been fwom a judice of the peace, went up to Parramatta to redde 
there, the condant prefence of a magidrate being deemed by the go- 
vernor indifpcnfable at that fettlement. 

It was foon perceived, that the punilhment of being fent fronr Parra- 
matta was more dreaded by the convidls than any corporal correftion, 
however fevere, that could have been inflifled on them. The being 
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deprived of a comfortable hut and garden, and quitting a place whence 
tlie communication with Sydney was frequent, particularly when (hip- 
ping were in the cove, operated fo pow'erfully with one offender, who 
was ordered out to the New Grounds, that he chofe rather to make an 
attempt to deftroy himfelf than he font thither; and had very nearly 
elfedkcd his purpofe, having made an incifion in his neck of fuch depth 
as to lay bare the carotid artery. 

In addition to the depredations of our own people, the natives had 
for fome time been fufpedted of ftealing the corn at the fettlcments be- 
yond Parramatta. On the i8ih a party of the tribe inhabiting tlie 
woods, to the number of fifteen or fixtecn, was ohferved coming out 
of a hut at the middle fetticment, drclTcd in fuch clothing as they found 
there, and taking with them a quantity of com in nets. The petfon 
who faw them imagined at firft from their appearance that they were 
convids; but perceiving one of them preparing to throw a fpcar at him, 
he levelled his piece, which was loaded with fmall (hot, and fired at 
him. The native inftantly dropped his fpcar, and the whole party ran 
away, leaving behind them the nets with the corn, fomc blankets, and 
one or two fpears. It was fuppofed that the native was w'ounded ; for 
in a few days information w'as received from Parramatta, that a convidb 
who was employed in well-digging at Profpe£t Hill, having come in 
from thence to receive fome flops which were ilTucd, was on his return 
met midway and murdered, or rather butchered by fome of the natives. 
When the body was found, it was not quite cold, and had at lead 
thirty fpcar wounds in it. The head was cut in fcvcral places, and 
mod of the teeth were knocked out. They had taken his clothing and 
provifions, and the provifions of another man which he was carrying 
cut to him. The natives with whom wc had intercourfe (aid, that this 
murder was committed by fome of the people who inhabited the woods, 
and was done probably in revenge for the (hot that was fired at the na- 
tives who fome time before were ftripping the hut. 

Toward the end of the month the corn was all got in and houfed at 
Parramatta. As the grounds were cleared of the ftalks, the depredations 
which had been committed became vilible ; and fcvcral of the convidls 
were detedled by the night-watch in bringing in large quantities of 
Ihclled corn which had been (loleo, buried ,or concealed in the woods, 
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and (helled as they could find opportunity. Seven bufhels were reco- 
vered in one night by the vigilance of the watch ; and as dift’erent 
quantities were found from time to time in the huts, the people who 
refided in them were all ordered to the New Grounds. 

The works during this month, both at Sydney and at Parramatta, 
went on but flowly. At Sydney a tank that would contain about 
feven tlioufand nine hundred and ninety-fix gallons of water, with a 
well in the centre fifteen feet deep, was iinifhed, and the water let into 
it. Brick huts were in hand for the convifts in room of the miferable 
hovels occupied by many, which had been put up at their firft land- 
ing, and in room of others w'hich, from having been ereiied on fuch 
ground as was then cleared, were now found to interfere with the 
direction of the Areets which the governor was laying out. People 
were alfo employed in cutting paling for fencing in their gardens. At 
Parramatta and the New Grounds, during the grcatcA part of the 
month, the people were employed in getting in the maize and fowing 
wheat. A foundation for an hofpital was laid, a houfe built for the 
maAer carpenter, and roofs prepared for the different huts either build- 
ing, or to be built in future. 

TTie following were the prices of grain and other articles, as they 
were fold during this month at Sydney, and at the market-place at 
Parramatta. 


At Stdnit. 

Flour from tid. to i s. per lb. 

Maize per buOiel from 12 s. 6d. to ijs. 
Laying hens from ys. to io>. each. 

Cocks for killing from 4 1. to 7 $. each. 

Half grown chickens from is. 61I. to 3 s. (i d. 
each. 

Chickens fix weeks old i s. each. 

£ggs 3s. per dozen, or 3d. a-piece. 

Frelh pork i s. per lb. * 

Potatoes 3d. per lb. 

Good white heart cabbages 1 d. each. 
Greens per dozen 6d, 

Turnips 6d. per dozen. 

Sows in pig from 4I. los. to 61 . 6s. 

Sows jell taken the boar from 3I. to 
4I. 4 S. 


At PARRSM,n-ra. 

Flour, I s. per lb. 

Maize per bulhel from iis. to 13 s. 
Laying hens from ys. 6d. to 10 s. each. 
Cocks for killing from 4$. 6d. to 5 s. 
each. 

Chickens two months old 3 s. each. 

Eggs per dozen 3 s. 

Frefli pork per lb from t s. id. to is. 3 d. 
Salt pork per lb. from lod. to i a. 

Potatoes per Ib. from 3d. to sd. 

A lot of cabbages, per hundred los. 

Tea per lb. from i6s. to il. is. 

Coffee per Ib. from 2 s. to 3 s. 

Moiff fugar from as. to as. 6d. per lb. 
Tobacco grown in the country from i s. 6<L 
to a s. per lb. 

Growing 
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At Stdnit. At Parrauatta. 

Crowing pigs from 1 1 . to rL IO s. each. Virginia or Brazil from 41. to 6s. 

Bucking pigs I os. each. Soap from 1 s. 6d. to as. 6ti. per lb. 

Moifl fugar from is.6d. to as. 6d. per lb. Clucfc from 1 s. 6d. to as. per lb. 

CoSce at. to at. 6d. per lb. 

Salt pork per lb. from 8d. to pd. 

Tobacco, Brazil, per lb. from 3s. to 5 s. 

June.] With iniinite fatisfadion it vras obfervcd at the beginning 
of the month, that the monality and ficknefs among the people had 
very much dccreafcd. This was attributed by the medical gentlemen 
to the quantities of frefli meat which had been obtained at Parramatta 
by the people who were employed to Ihoot for the hofpital ; a fuffi- 
ciency having been brought in at one time to fupply the fick with 
frelh meat for a week ; and for the remainder of the month in the 
proportion of twice or three times a week. Great quantities of vege- 
tables had alfo been given to thofe who were in health, as well as to 
the fick, both from the public ground at the farther fettlement, (which 
had been Town, and produced Ibme mod excellent turnips,) and from 
the governor’s garden. 

4th.] The anniverfary of his Majefty’s birth-day was obfervcd with 
as much diftindion as was in our power. The governor always 
wifhed to celebrate that day in the year in a manner that (hould render 
it welcome to all deferiptions of people in the different fettlemcnts. 
Heretofore on the fame occalion he had incresded the ration of provi- 
fions ; but the fituation of the public dorcs not admitting of fuch in- 
creafe at the prefent, the commiffary was direded to ilTue on that day 
half a pint of rum to each perfon of the civil and military depart- 
ment, and a quarter of a pint of rum to each fcm.ale in the fettlement. 
At noon the New South Wales corps fired three vollics, and the go- 
vernor received the compliments of the day j after which the officers 
of each department were entertained by his Excellency at dinner at 
governmentshoufe. Bonfires were made at night, and the day con- 
cluded joyfully, without any interruption to the peace of the fettle- 
ment. 

The fmall allowance of fpirits which was given for the day to the 
convalcfcents, and to fuch fick in the hofpital as the furgeon judged 
proper, being found of infinite fcrvice to them, the governor direded 

that 
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that the furgcon fltould receive a cetlain quantity, and at his difcrction 
ilTue it from time to time to fucli fick under his care as he thought 
would derive benefit from it; the remainder was ordered to be referred 
for the life of the floop when it might be neceflary to fend her to fca. 
The fpirits at this time in the colony were the furplus of what had 
been fent out for his majefty’s fliip Sirius, and the Supply armed 
tender. 

As it had been cullomary too, on this day, to grant a pardon to 
fuch offenders as might be in cuflody or under fcntcnce of corporal 
punifhracnt,his Excellency was plcafstl a few days after to relcafe fuch 
convidls as were fentenced to work in irons for a limited time at Par- 
ramatta and the New Grounds, and who were not very notorious 
offenders. This lenity was the rather fhewn at this time, as the con- 
victs were in general giving proofs of a greater difpofition to honcfly 
than had for foine time been vifible among them. The convicts at 
the New Grounds being affcmblcd for this purpofc, the governor ac- 
quainted them, “ that the ftate of the colony requiring a flill fanher 
“ redudion in the ration, it would very fhortly take place; but that 
“ he hoped foon to have it in his power to augment it. Tlie deficien- 
“ cies in the eftablifhed ration, he informed them, Ihould at a future 
“ period be made up ; but in the meantime he expeCled that every 
“ man would continue to exert himfelf and get the corn into the 
“ ground to infurc fupport for the next year.” Indeed thefc exer- 
tions became every day more neceffary. On the 6th of this month 
there was only a fufSciency of flour in ftore to ferve till the 2 d of July, 
and fait provifions till the 6th of Augufl following, at the ration then 
iffued ; and neither the Atlantic ftorefhip from Calcutta, nor the ex- 
peCled fupplies from England, had arrived. 

Notwithflanding the mortality and ficknefs which had prevailed 
among the conviCls who came out in the lafl Ihips, much labour had 
been performed at the New Grounds by thofe who werS capable of 
handling the hoc and the fpade. At this time the quantity of ground 
in wheat, and cleared and broken up for maize, there and at Pana- 
matta, was fuch as {if not vifited again by a dry feafon) would at leafl, 
computing the produce even at what it was the laft year, yield a fuf- 
ficiency of grain for ail our numbers for a twelvemonth. But every 
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one doubted the poflibility of getting all the com into the ground 
within the proper time, unlefs the colony ihould be very fpeedlly re- 
lieved from its diftrefles, as the rcdu£Uon in the ration would inevi- 
tably be followed by a diminution of the daily labour. 

On the 20th however, to the inexprefliblc joy of all ranks of people 
in the fettlements, the Atlantic ftorefhip anchored fafely in the cove, 
with a cargo of rice, foujee, and dholl, from Calcutta, having been 
much longer performing her voyage than was expected, owing to 
fome delays at Calcutta, in fettling and arranging the contract for the 
fupply of provifions which had been required. The merchants who, 
in the year 1790, had made a tender to fupply this colony with cer- 
tain articles at a llipulated price, were, from feveral concurring circum- 
llances, tinable to furnifli what was required by Lieutenant Botpen, 
agreeable to the prices then llipulated; it was therefore determined by 
the members of the council at Calcutta, to whom Lieutenant Bowen 
delivered his letters and indru^ions, (Earl Cornwallis, who had, feve- 
ral months previous to his arrival, b?en delired by the fecrctary of Hate 
to dired any fupplies wliich might be required for this fettlement, 
being abfent with the army,) to invite offers for fupplying the different 
articles which were required by contrad. Lieutenant Bowen arrived 
at Calcutta on the 4tli of February, and it was not till the 27th of tlte 
following month that the bufmefs was finally arranged, and a contrad 
entered into by the houfe of Lambert, Rofs, and Co. fatisfadory to 
the council and to Lieutenant Bowen. 

It appearing that the flour of Bengal, unlefs it was drefled for the 
purpofe, whicli would have taken a great deal of time, was not of a 
quality to keep even for the voyage from Calcutta to this country, a 
hrge proportion of rice, of that fort which was faid to be the fitted for 
prefervation, was purchafed. A fmall quantity of flour too was put 
on board, but merely for the purpofe of experiment. It was called 
foujee by the natives, but was much inferior in quality to the flour 
prepared in Europe, and more difficult to make into bread. 

The Atlantic left Calcutta the 28th of March, and on her paffage 
met with much bad weather, and fome heavy gales of wind. She 
brought two bulls and a cow of the Bengal breed, together with twenty 
Ihecp and twenty goats ; but thefe were of fu diminutive a fpccies, 
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that, unicfe the breed could be confidcrably improved by that already 
in the country, very little benefit was for a length of time to be ex- 
pelled from their importation. Various feeds and plants alfo were 
received from the company’s botanical garden ; and much commend- 
ation was due to Colonel Kydd, the gentleman who fuperintended the 
felc<aion and arrangement of them for the voyage ; as well as to Lieu- 
tenant Bowen, for his care, and for the accommodation which he- 
gave up, both to them and to the cattle, in the cabin of the Ihip. 

information was received by the Calcutta papers of the lofs of his 
Majefty’s fhip Pandora, Captain Edwards, who had been among the 
Friendly Iflands in fearch of Chriftian and his piratical crew, fourteen 
of whom he had fecured, and was returning with the purpofe of fur- 
veying Endeavour Straits purfuant to his infirudlions, when he unfor- 
tunately llruck upon a reef in latitude 23° S. eleven degrees only to- 
the northward of this port. By his boats he providentially reached 
Timor with ninety-nine of his officers and people, being the whole of 
his fhip’s company which were fayed. At Timor, on his arrival, he- 
found Bryant and his companions, who made their efcape from this 
place in the fifliing cutter in the night of the 28th of March 1791. 
Thefe people had framed and told a plaufibic tale of dillrefs, of their 
having been call away at fea ; and this for a time was believed ; 
but they foon, by their language to each other, and by praftifing 
the tricks of their former profeffion, gave room for fufpicion ; and 
being taken up, their true charadlers and the circumflances of their 
efcape were divulged. The Dutch governor of Timor delivered them 
to Captain Edwards, who took them on with him to Batavia, whence 
he was to proceed to England. The circumftance of thefe people hav- 
ing reached Timor confirmed what was fuggefled immediately after 
their departure, that the mailer of the fnow Waakfamheyd had fur- 
nilhed Bryant with inflrudlions how to proceed, and with every thing 
he flood in need of for his voyage ; and it muA be remembered, tha< 
though this man, during his Bay in this port, had conllantly laid that 
every fort of refrefhment was to be procured at Timor, yet when 
Captain Hunter, while at fea, propofed to fleer for that ifland, he 
declared that nothing was to be got there, and fo prevented that officer 
from going thither. There cannot be a doubt that, expe^ng to find 
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his friends at Timor, he did not choofe either to endanger them, or 
rifk a difeovery of the part he had afled in aiding their efcape. 

Had it not been for the fortunate difeovery and fubfequent delivery 
of thefe people to a captain of a Britifli man of war, the evident prac- 
ticability of reaching Timor in an open boat might have operated with 
others to make the attempt, and to carry off boats from the fettle- 
ments ; which, during the abfence of the king’s fliips belonging to the 
ftation, was never difficult ; and it was now hoped, that the certainty 
of every boat which ffiould reach that or any other Dutch fettlement 
under fimilar circumftances being fufpe£led and received accordingly, 
would have its due effect here. 

The fupply of provifions received by the Atlantic being confined to 
grain, it became neceflary to reduce the ration of fait meat. It was 
therefore ordered on the 21 ft, that after the Friday following only 
two pounds of pork ffiould be ilTued in lieu of four. The allowance 
of one pound and a half of flour and four pounds of maize was con- 
tinued, but one pound of rice and one quart of peafe were added. 

The general order given out on this occafion ftated, 

“ That the arrival of ffiips with further fupplies of provifions might 
“ be daily looked for; but as it was poffible that fome unforefeen ac- 
“ cident might have happened to the ffiips which were cxpedled'to 
“ have failed from England ffiortly after the departure of the Pitt, it 
“ became neceflary to reduce the ration of provifions then iffued, in 
“ order that the quantity in ftore might hold out till the arrival of 
“ thofe ffiips, which might be fuppofed to have failed for this country 
“ about the months of January or February laft ; it having been the 
“ intention of government that ffiips ffiould fail from England for this 
“ colony twice in every year. And as all deficiencies in tlic ration 
“ were to be made good hereafter, the following extract from the in- 
“ ftrudlions which fixed the ration for the colony was inferted, viz. 

“ Ration for each marine and male conviift for feven days 
fucceffively : 

7 pounds of bread, or in lieu thereof 7 pounds of flour ; 

• 7 pounds of beef, or in lieu thereof 4 pounds of pork ; 

3 pints of peafe ; 

6 ounces of butter ; 

1 pound of flour, or in lieu thereof i a pound of rice : 

• ' r F 2 “ Beitig 
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“ Being the fame as are allowed his Majefty’s troops ferving in the 
“ Wcft-lndia Klands, excepting only the allowance of fpirits. 

“ And two thirds of the above ration were direded to be ilTucd to 
“ each woman in the fettle ment.” So far the general order. 

As, however, a fufficient quantity of rice could not be landed in 
time to ifliie on the Saturday, one pound of maize was ilTucd in lieu of 
the fame quantity of rice. 

At this ration the rice and flour or foujee were calculated to laft five 
months ; and the peafe or dholl for nearly a twelvemonth. But if the 
Atlantic had not arrived, the profpeft in the colony would have been 
truly dreary and diftrclTing; as it was intended to have ifliied only 
one pound and a half of flour, three pounds of maize, and two pounds 
of pork per week, on Saturday the 23d ; a ration that would have de- 
rived very little afliftance from vegetables, as at that feafon of the year 
the gardens had fcarcely any thing in them. Gloomy and unpro- 
miiing, however, as w.is the fmiation of the fettlcinents before her 
arrival, that event, which happened the very day on which, two 
years before, the colony had been relieved by the arrival of the 
JulHnian ftorefhip, caft a gleam of funlhine which penetrated every 
one capable of rcflc<flion, and, by effeding a fudden change in the 
ideas, operated fo powerfully on the mind, that we all felt alike, and 
found it impofliblc to fit for one minute ferioufly down to any 
bufmefs or accuftomed purfuit. 

A black, the fame who had fecreted himfelf on board the Supply 
when flic went to Batavia, having found means to conceal himfelf on 
board the Atlantic on her dep.irture for Calcutta, and to remain con- 
cealed until fhe had left Norfolk Ifland, was brought back again to the 
fettlemcnt, notwithftanding he endeavoured to efcape from the fliip in 
the Ganges. As it appeared that he had ferved the term for which 
he was fentcnced to be tranfported even before he got off on board the 
Atlantic, (of which Lieutenant Bowen had only his affertion,) no pu- 
nilhmcnt was inflided upon him, and he was left at libeny to get 
away in any (hip that would receive him on board. 

The little live flock that was received by the Atlantic was landed at 
Parramatta dircdly after her arrival, and placed in an inclofure fepa- 
rated from the others. 
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Abdul two hundred and fifty gallons of Bengal rum having been 
received, the governor diredted, that in confequence of the' ration being 
reduced, that quantity, together with what was in ftore, and had been 
intended for the nfe of the floop at a future time, fiiould be iffued 
to the civil and military, referving a proportion for thofc at Norfolk 
Ifland. * ' 

The flag-ftaff which had been eredted at the South Head under the 
diredlion of Captain Hunter, in the month of January 1790, being 
found too fliort to fliew the fignal at any great diftance, a new one 
was taken down the harbour, and eredied the day the Atlantic arrived, 
within a few feet of the other ; its height above ground was fixty feet. 

It was not found that the return of the Atlantic had caufed any di- 
minution in the price of grain or ftock, either at Parramatta or at 
Sydney. At this latter place a market had been efiablilhed for the fale 
of grain, fifli, or poultry, limilar to that at Parramatta ; a clerk being 
appointed to fuperintend it, and take account of the different articles 
brought for fale, to prevent the barter of goods ftolen by the convidbs. 

On the laff day of the month, fame natives refiding at the foutb 
fhore of Botany Bay, whether from a hope of reward, or from adtually 
having Icen Lome (hips at a diffance, informed the governor that a few 
days before they had perceived four or five fail, one of which they 
deferibed to be larger than the others, Handing off the land, with a 
wefterly wind. Little credit was however given to their report. 

July.] As the merchants who fuppited the provifions received by 
the Atlantic were only to be paid for fuch part of the cargo as was 
adlualiy landed, and found to be in a merchantable condition, it be- 
came neceflary to weigh and furvey the whole of the cargo ; for which 
purpofe two furveyors were appointed by the governor. This of 
courfc proved a very tedious bufmefs, from the weaknefs of the 'gangs 
at Sydney. Seldom more than four hundred bags, each bag contain- 
ing one hundred and fixty-four pounds, were at firff landed in a day ; 
latterly, this number was by great exertions got up to fomewhat more 
than five hundred in a day. It was not, however, till the 2 ill of the 
month that Ihe was cleared. 

Having difeharged her cargo, Ihe began the ferious labour of ballaft- 
ing, and it being wHbed to expedite her preparations for Norfolk Ifland, 
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her Ihlp's company were alTifted with twelve convicts from the fettle- 
ment, and the occafional ufe of fuch boats as could be fpared to convey 
the ballaft to the fhip. The governor was anxious to learn the ftate 
of that dependency, not having heard from it lince the return of the 
Queen tranfport early in the laft December. 

The maize being all got in, it was hoped that the convidls would 
not find any new objedi for their depredations, and that order and 
tranquillity would for a time at lead be reftored among them. But 
the houfes of individuals foon became their prey, and three or four 
daring burglaries were committed this month : I fay daring burglaries, 
as the houfes which were broken into were either within the view of 
a ccntinci, or within the round of a watchman. TTiis, however, mull 
not be otherwife underdood than as a proof of the perfeverance and 
cunning of thefe people, who could find means to elude any vigilance 
that was oppofed to their defigns. An attempt to deal fome of the 
fheep at I’arramatta was alfo made by two notorious offenders, who, 
from being deemed incorrigible, were nOt included in the pardon 
w'hich the governor granted to the wretches in irons after his Majedy’s 
birth-day, but were ordered to be chained together for fome longer 
time. Being fortunately overheard by the perfon who lived in the 
inclofure, and had the care of the dock, he fnapped a piece at them, 
and, finding it mifs fire, gave an alarm to the watch, by whofe ac- 
tivity they were apprehended two miles from the place. They were 
provided with every thing necelfary for their defign, fuch as a toma- 
hawk, an iron kettle, knives, fpoons, platters, and a quantity of ve- 
getables. It was found, that with the affidance of the tomahawk they 
had divided the chain that linked them together, and had fccured round 
the leg the iron that remained with each, fo as not to be heard when 
they moved. 

The different fpecics of provifions which had been received from 
Calcutta were not much edeemed by the people. The flour or foujec, 
from our not knowing the proper mode of preparing it for bread, foon 
became four, particularly if not affided with fome other grain ; the 
dholl, or peafe, were complained of as boiling hard, and not breaking, 
though kept on the fire for a greater length of time than the impatience 
of thole who were to ufe it would in general admit of j and the rice, 
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though termed the beft of the cargo, was found to be full of hulks, and 
ill dreffed. Some pork rffo, of which eight calks had been fent as an 
experiment, was, on being ilFued, found to be for the moft part 
putrid, and, in the language of furveyors of provifions, not fit for 
men to eat. Thefe circumftances, together with the extreme minute- 
nefs of the Bengal breed of cattle, excited a general hope, that thefe 
fettlements would not have to depend upon that country for fupplies. 
To the parent country every one anxioully looked for a fpeedy and 
fubllantial aflillance ; and day after day ufed to pafs in a fruitlefs hope 
that the morrow would come accompanied, with the long wifl»ed-for 
arrival of Ihips. 

The natives who lived among us aflured us from time to time, that 
the report formerly propagated of Ihips having been feen on the coaft 
had a foundation in reality ; and as every one remembered that the 
Jullinian, after making the heads of Port Jackfon, had been kept at 
fea for three weeks, a fond hope was chcrilhcd that the fun had Ihone 
upon the whitened fails of fomc approaching velTel, which had been dif- 
covered by the penetrating eyes of our favage neighbours at Botany Bay. 
In this anxiety and expedlation we remained till the 26th, when the long- 
wilhed-for fignal was made, and in a few hours after the Britannia ftore- 
ftjip, Mr. William Raven mafter, anchored in the cove, after a palTage of 
twenty-three weeks from Falmouth, having failed from thence on the 15th 
of laft February, the day after the arrival of the Pitt in this country. 

The Britannia was the firll of three Ihips that were to be difpatched 
hither, having on board twelve months clothing for the convifts, four 
months flour, and eight months beef and pork for every defeription of 
perfons in the fettlements, at full allowance, calculating their numbers at 
four thoufand fix'hundred and thirty-nine, which it was at home fuppoled- 
th'ey might amount to after the arrival of the Pitt. It was ftill a matter of 
uncertainty in England, even at the departure of the Britannia, whether 
the merchants of Calcutta had fupplied this country with provifions; and 
under the idea that fome circumflance might have prevented them, this 
fupply was ordered to be forwarded. The Kitty tranfport, one of the 
three fhips which were to contain thefe fupplies, had failed from Dept- 
ford, at the time the Britannia pafled through the Downs ; her arrival' 
therefore might be daily expe£fcd'~-and in her, or on board of the other 
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Ihip, it was imagincil that fifteen families of Quakers, who had made 
propofals to government to be received in this^ountry as fettlers, were 
to take their paffage. 

It was with great plcafure heard in the colony, that fome fteps had 
been taken toward profecuting Donald Trail, the mailer of the Neptune 
tranfport, for his treatment of the convifts with which he failed from 
England for this fcttlement in the year 1 790. The ficknefs and mor- 
tality which prevailed among them excited a fufpicion that they had 
been improperly treated ; and information upon oath was foon pro- 
cured of many aQs of neglefl, ill ufage, and cruelty toward them. 

In confcqucnce of the arrival of the Britannia, the commilTary was 
on the following day diredted to ilTue, until furll^er orders, the follow- 
ing weekly ration ; viz. 

To each man 4 pounds of maize, 

3 pounds of foujee, 

7 pounds of beef, or in lieu thereof 4 lbs. of pork, 

3 pints of peafe or dholl, and 
I a pound of rice. 

Two thirds of the man's ration was dircdlcd to be ilTued to each woman 
and to every child above ten years of age ; one half of the man's ration 
to each child above two, and under ten years of age ; and one fourth 
of the mail's ration to each child under two years of age. 

Thus happily was the colony once more put upon fomething like a 
full ration of provilions ; a change in our fituation that gave univerfal 
latisfadlion, as at the hour of the arrival of the Britannia there were in 
tlie public ftore only twenty-four days fait provifions for the fettlement 
at the ration then iflued. A delay of a month in her voyage would 
have placed the colony in a Hate tliat mud have excited the commi- 
feration of its greateft enemies ; a vail body of hard-working people 
depending for their fupport upon one pound and a half of foujee, or 
bad Bengal flour, four pounds of maize, one pound of rice, and one 
quart of peafe for one man per week, without one ounce of meat ! But 
with this new ration all entertained new hopes, and trullcd that their 
future labours would be crowned with fuccefs, and that the neceflity 
of fending out fupplies from the mother country until the colony could 
fupport itfelf without ailillaoce would have become fo evident from the 
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frequency of our diftrefles and the reducHon of the ration, that the 
journalift would no longer have occalion to fill his page with compari- 
fons between what we might have been and what we were ; to lament 
the non-arrival of fupplies ; nor to paint the miferics and wrctchcdncfs 
which enfued ; but might adopt a language to which he might truly 
be faid to have been hitherto a ftranger, and paint the glowing pro- 
fpctls of a golden harveft, the triumph of a wcll-fdled ftore, and the 
increafing and confcqucnl profperiiy of the fcttlemcnts. 

His excellency this month thought fit to exercife the power verted 
in him by adl of parliament, and by his Majerty’s commilTion under 
the great fcal, of remitting either wholly, or in part, the term for 
whicl; felons might be tranfported, by granting an abfolute remiffion 
of the term for which Elizabeth Perry had been fentenced. This 
woman came out in the Neptune in 1 790, and had married James Rufe 
a fettler. The good condudf of the wife, and the induftry of the huf- 
band, who had for fome time fupported himfelf, his wife, a child, and 
two convi£ls, independent of the public ftore, were the reafons afllgned 
in the inftrument which reftored her to her rights and privileges as a 
free woman, for extending to her the hand of forglvcncfs. 

This power, fo pleafing to the feelings of its poffeflbr, had hitherto 
been very fparingly exercifed ; and thofe perfons who had felt its in- 
fluence were not found to have been undeferving. I fpeak only of fuch 
convi&s as had been deemed proper objeds of this favour by the go- 
vernor himfelf ; the convidls, however, who came out in the Guardian 
were emancipated by the King’s command, and of thefe by far the 
greater part conduded themfelves with propriety. 

Preparing roofs for new barracks, bringing in bricks to the fpot aj)- 
pointed for their conftrudion, and difeharging the Atlantic and the 
Britannia, were the principal works in hand at Sydney during the 
month. — At the fettlements beyond Parramatta (which had lately ob- 
tained and were in future to be diftinguiftied by the name of Toon- 
gab-be) the convids were employed in preparing the ground for the 
reception of next year’s crop of maize. At and near Parramatta, the 
chief bufinefs was creding two houfes on allotments of land which 
belonged to Mr. Arndell the afliftant furgeon, and to John Irving, (one 
of thofe perfons whofe e.xcmplary' condud and meritorious behaviour 
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both in this country and on the palTage to it had been rewarded with 
unconditional freedom by the governor,) each of whom had been put 
in polTenion, the former of fixty and the latter of thirty acres of land 
on the creek leading to Parramatta ; ercdling chimnies for the different 
feltlers at the ponds, preparing roofs for various buildings, fawing tim- 
ber, cutting polls and railing for inclofurcs, and hoeing and preparing 
ground for maize. 


CHAP. XVIII. 

THE BRITANKIA CLEARED. — SURVEY OF PROVISIONS. TOTAL OP CARGO 

RECEIVED PROM BENGAL. ATLANTIC SAILS WITH PROVISIONS FOR NOR- 
FOLK ISLAND. TRANSACTIONS. — GENERAL BEHAVIOUR OF CONVICTS.— 

CRIMINAL COURTS. PRISONER PARDONED CONDITIONALLY. — ANOTHER 

ACQUITTED. — NEW BARRACKS BEGUN. — THEFTS. — THE ATLANTIC RE- 
TURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. INFORMATION. SETTLERS THERE DIS- 
CONTENTED. PRINCIPAL WORKS. — THE BRITANNIA TAKEN UP BY THE 

OFFICERS OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES CORPS TO PROCURE STOCK. — THB 
ROYAL ADMIRAL EAST INDIAMAN ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND. — REGULA- 
TIONS AT THE STORE. — A BURGLARY COMMITTED. CRIMINAL COURT.— 

THE BRITANNIA SAILS. — SHOPS OPENED. — BAD CONDUCT OF SOME SET- 
TLERS. — OIL ISSUED. — SLOPS SERVED. GOVERNOR PHILIPS SIGNIFIES HIS 

INTENTION OF RETURNING TO ENGLAND. 

Augull.] TT HE Britannia was cleared, a*nd difeharged from govern- 
ment employ, on the i yth of this month. A deficiency appearing in 
the weight of the fait provifions delivered from that Ihip, a furvey 
was immediately ordered ; and it appeared from the report of the per- 
fons employed to condud it, (and who from their fituations were well 
qualified to judge, Mr. Bowen, a lieutenant in the navy, and Mr. 
Raven, the commander of the Britannia and a mailer of a man of war,) 
that the calks of beef were deficient, on an average, thirty-fi.x pounds 
and one- third, and the tierces twenty-one pounds and one-third. It 
alfo appeared that the meat was lean, coarfe, and boney, and worfe 
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thatt they had ever fecn ilTued in his Majefty’s fervice. A deception 
of this nature would be more feverely felt in this country, as its in- 
habitants had but lately experienced a change from a very Ihort ration 
of fait provifions ; and every ounce loft here was of importance, as the 
fupply had been calculated on a fuppofition of each calk containing its 
full weight. 

It Itaving been covenanted, as already mentioned, by MeflTrs. Lambert, 
Rofs, and Company, that only fuch part of the cargo as on its arri- 
val here fliould be found to be in a merchantable ftate Ihould be paid 
for, the following quantity, having been deemed merchantable by the 
perfons appointed to take the furvey, was received into the ftore ; viz. 



Tons. 

Cwt. 

Q^s. 

lbs. 

Rice - - - 

190 


2 

3 

Dholl - - - 

152 

18 

2 

13 

Peafe - - - 

'5 

9 

2 

23 

Soujee - - 

57 

3 

0 

4 

Wheat - - 

I 

>5 

1 

24 

Total of Grain 

4»7 

10 

1 

1 1 


Eight calks of pork, (as an experiment,) from Lambert and Company ; 
and two calks of rum containing one hundred and twenty-fix gallons, 
fupplied at 3 s. per gallon. Four calks of flour, and four calks of foujee 
from Mr. Cockraine, (font likewife as an experiment,) were alfo re- 
ceived into the ftore. 

The unmerchantable articles, confifting of foujee, dholl, and rice, 
were fold at public audion ; and though wholly unfit for men to eat, 
yet being not too bad for ftock, were quickly purchafed, and in general 
went olF at a great price. Several lots, confifting of five bags of the 
foujee, each bag containing about one hundred and fourteen pounds, 
fold for 4I. 14 s. The whole quantity of damaged grain which was 
thus difpofed of amounted to nine hundred and ninety-one bags, and 
fold for 373 1. 9s. making a moft defirable and acceptable provifion 
for the private ftock in the colony. For this fum of 373I. 9s. credit 
was given to the merchants at the final fettling of the account ; at 
which time it appeared, that the whole of the Atlantic’s cargo of rice, 
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dholl, peafe, foujcc, wheat, and rum, which was to be paid for by 
government, amounted to the fum of 7538 1. 14s. 4d. 

This cargo might be termed an experiment, to which it was true 
we were driven by neceflity ; and it had become the univerfal and 
earned widi that no caufc might ever again induce us to try it. 

The maize being expended, except a certain proportion which was 
referved for feed, feven pounds of foiijcc were ifllied per week to each 
man ; but as the quantity of this article which had been received from 
India was but fmall (fifty-feven tons) compared with the rice and dholl, 
toward the latter end of the month it became neceflary to make up a 
new ration compounded of the various grain which had been intro- 
duced from Calcutta, and the different articles of food which had 
been received from England. 

One third of the proviiions received from Bengal by the Atlantic, , 
and the like proportion of the ftores and provifions which had been 
landed from the Britannia, having been put on board the former of 
thofe (hips, fhe failed on the 19th for Norfolk Ifland, having alfo on 
board two fettlers from the marine detachment, twenty-two male con- 
vifts, an incorrigible lad who had been drummed out of the New 
South Wales corps, three natives, and a free woman, wife to one of 
the convidts. Among the latter defeription of perfons were fome of 
very bad charadlcr ; others who were fuppofed to have formed a dc- 
fign of efcaping from the colony ; fome who profeffed to be flax 
dreffers, and a few artificers who might be ufcful at that ifland. 

At the head of a party of convidts who were faid to have formed a 
defign of feizing a boat and effedfing their efcape, was J. C. Morris, 
one of thofe convidis who left England in the Guardian, and who, 
from their meritorious behaviour before and after the difaflcr that befel 
that fhip, received conditional emancipation by his Majefty’s com- 
mand. Morris was at Norfolk Ifland when the intimation of the royal 
bounty reached this country. Being permitted to return to this fet- 
tlcincnt, he obtained a grant of thirty acres of land at the Eaflcra 
Farms, in an advantageous fituation on the north-fide of the creek 
leading to Parramatta. Here it foon became evident that he had not 
the induflry neceffary for a bon& Jide fettler, and that, inflead of culti- 
vating his own ground, he lent himfelf to his neighbours, who were 
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to repay his labour by working for him at a future day. The go- 
vernor deemed this a. clear forfeiture of his grant, in wliich it was 
unequivocally expreffed, that he held the thirty acres on condition of 
his refiding witliin the fame, and proceeding to the improvement and 
cultivation thereof. Being no longer a fctticr, he declared himfelf 
able to procure his daily fupport without the afliftance of the public 
ftores, from which, it muft be remarked, he had been maintained all 
the time he held his grant. Soon after this, it was faid, he formed the 
plan of going off with a boat ; yet not fo cautioufly, but that inform- 
ation was given of it to the governor, who refolved to fend him back 
to Norfolk Ifland, whence an cfcape was by no means fo pradicable as 
from this place ; and he was, very much againft his inclination, put 
on board the Atlantic for that purpofe. He found means, however, 
to get on Ihore in the night preceding her departure ; and (he failed 
without him. A reward being offered for apprehending him, he waa 
foon taken, and fent up to Parramatta, there to be confined on a reduced 
ration, until an opportunity offered of fending him to Norfolk Ifland. 

During the month the governor thought it neceffary to iffue fome 
regulations to be obferved by thofc convidls whofe fentcnces of tranf- 
portation had expired. The number of people of this defeription in 
the colony had been fo much increafed of late, that it had become 
requifite to determine with precilion the liqc in which they were to 
move. Having emerged from the condition of convids, and got rid 
of the reftraint which was ncccffarily impofed on them while under 
that fubjedrion, many of them leemed to have forgotten that they 
were ftill amenable to the regulations of the colony, and appeared to 
have fliaken off, with the yoke of bondage, all reftraint and depend- 
ence whatfoever. They were, therefore, called upon to declare their 
intentions refpe£ling their future mode of living. Thofc who wifhed 
to be allowed to provide for themfelves were informed, that on appli- 
cation to the judge advocate, they would receive a certificate of their 
having ferved their fevcral periods of tranfportation, which certificate 
they would depofit with the cominiffary as his voucher for ftriklng 
them off the provifion and clothing lifts ; and once a week they were 
to report in what man ner and for whom they had been employed. ' 
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Such as ftiould be defirous of returning to England were informed, 
that no obftacle would be thrown in their way, they being at liberty 
to Ihip themfclves on board of fuch velfels as would give them a paf- 
fage. And thofe who preferred labouring for the public, and receiv- 
ing in return fuch ration as Ihould be iflued from the public (lores, 
were to give in their names to the cominiflary, who would vidlual and 
clothe them as long as their I'crvices might be required. 

Of thofe, here and at Parramatta, who had fulfilled the fentence of 
the law, by far the greater part fignificd their intention of returning to 
England by the firft opportunity ; but the getting away from the 
colony was now a matter of fome difficulty, as it was underflood that 
a claufe was to be inferted in all future contradls for (hipping for this 
country, fubjedling the inafters to certain penalties, on certificates being 
received of their having brought away any convifls or other perfons 
from this fettlcment without the governor’s permiflion ; and as it 
was not probable that many of them would, on their return, refrain 
from the vices or avoid the fociety of thofe companions who had 
been the caufes of their tranfportation to this country, not many could 
hope to obtain the fandlion of the governor for their return. 

With very few exceptions, however, the uniform good behaviour 
of the convidls was flill to be noted and commended. 

September.] The month of September was ufhered in with rain, 
and florms of wind, thunder, and lightning. At Parramatta and 
Toongabbe too, as well as at Sydney, much rain fell for feveral days. 
On the return of fine weather, it was feen with general fatisfadion, 
that the wheat fown at the latter fettlement looked and promifed well, 
and had not fuffered from the rain. 

Early in the month the criminal court was aflembled for the trial of 
Benjamin Ingram, a man who had ferved the term for which he was 
ordered to be tranfported. He had broken into a houfe belonging to 
a female convi£l, in which he was dete£led packing up her property 
for removal. Being found guilty, he received fentence of death ; but, 
on the fecommendation of the court, the governor was induced to 
grant him a pardon, upon condition of his refiding for life on Norfolk 
Ifland. With this extenfion of mercy the culprit was not made ac- 
quainted 
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qu.\lnted till th.it moment had .irrivcd which he thought was to fcpa- 
rate him from this world for ever. Upon the ladder, and expedling 
to be turned off, the condition on which his life was fpared was com- 
municated to him ; and with gratitude both to God and the governor, 
he received the welcome tidings. He afterw’ards confeffed, that he 
had for fome time part been in the habit of committing burglaries and 
other depredations j for, having taken himfelf off the ftores to avoid 
working for the public, he was frequently dillrcffcd for food, and was 
thus compelled to fupport himfelf at the expence perhaps of the honed 
and indudrious. He readily found a rafeal to receive what property 
he could procure for fale, and for a long time cfcaped detedfion. This 
depraved man had two brothers in the colony ; one who came out 
with him in the fird fleet, and who had been for fome time a fober, 
hard-worjving, indudrious fcttler, having alfo ferved the term of his 
tranfportation ; the other brother came out in the lad year, and bore 
the charadfer of a well-behaved man. Tlicrc was alfo a fourth brother; 
but he was executed in England. It was faid, that thefe unfortunate 
men had honed and indudrious people for their parents ; they could 
not, however, have paid much attention to the morals of their fa- 
mily ; or, out of four, fome might furely have laid claim to the cha- 
radter of the parents. 

The criminal court was again affembled on the 20th of this month, 
for the trial of William Godfrey, who was taken up on a fufpicion of 
having feized the opportunity of fome fedivity on board of the Britannia, 
then nearly ready for fea, and taken half a barrel of powder out of 
the gun-room, about nine o'clock at night. Proof however was not 
brought home to him ; although many circumdanccs induced every 
one to fuppofe he was the guilty pcrlbn. 

This month was fixed for beginning the new barracks. For the 
private foldicrs there were to be five buildings, each one hundred feet 
by twenty-four in front, and connedied by a flight brick wall. At 
each end were to be two apartments for officers, feventy-five feet by 
eighteen ; each apartment containing four rooms for their accommo- 
dation, with a paffage of fixteen feet. Of thefe barracks, one at each 
end was to be condrudfed at right angles with the front, forming a 
wing to the centre buildings. Kitchens were to be built, with other 
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convenient offices, in the rear, and garden ground was to be laid out 
at the back. Their lituation promifed to be healthy, and it was cer- 
tainly pleafant, being nearly on the fummit of the high ground at the 
head of the cove, overlooking the tosvn of Sydney, and the Ihipping 
in the cove, and commanding a view down the harbour, as well of 
the fine piece of water forming Long Cove, as that branching off to 
the weftward at the back of the lieutenant governor’s farm. 

The foundation of one of the buildings defigned for an officer’s bar- 
rack having been dug, and all the ncceffary materials brought together 
on the fpot, the walls of it were got up, and the wiiole building roofed 
and covered in, in eleven days. 

Their fituation being directly in the neighbourhood of the ground 
appropriated to the burial of the dead, it became neccll'ary to choofe 
another fpot for the latter purpofe ; and the governor, in company 
with the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, fet apart the ground formerly cultivated 
by the late Captain Shea of the marines. 

Several thefrs were committed at Sydney and at Parramatta, from 
which latter place three male convifls abfeonded, taking with them 
the proviftons of their huts, intending, it was fuppofed, to get on 
board the Britannia. Rewards being offered, feme of them were 
taken in the woods. It had been found, that the mafters of fhips 
would give palTages to fuch people as could afford to pay them from 
ten to twenty pounds for the fame, and the perpetrators of fome of the 
thefts which were committed appeared to have had that circumftancc 
in view, as one or two huts, whofe proprietors were well known to 
have ainafled large Aims of money for people in their fituations, were 
broken into ; and in one inftance they fuccccded. On the night of the 
aid the hut of Mary Burne, widow of a man who had been employed 
as a game-killer, was robbed of dollars to the amount of eleven pounds; 
with which the pillagers got off undifeovered. 

On the 30th the Britannia left the cove, dropping down below 
Bradley’s Point, preparatory to lading on her intended voyage to 
Dulky Bay in New Zealand ; and while every one was remarking, 
th.at the cove (being left without a Ihip) again looked folitary and un- 
comfortable, the lignal was made at the South Head, and at ten o’clock 
at night the Atlantic anchored in the cove from Norfolk Illand, where, 
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we had the fatisfadion to learn, the large cargo which (he had on board 
was landed in fafety, although at one time the fliip was in great danger 
of running alhore at Cafeade Bay. We now learned that the exped* 
ations which had been formed of the crops at Norfolk Ifland had been 
too fanguine ; but their fait provifions lafted very well. Governor 
King, however, wrote that the crops then in the ground promifed fa- 
vourably, although he would not venture to fpeak decidedly, as they 
were very much annoyed by the grub. This was an enemy produced 
by the extreme richnefs of the foil ; and it was remarked, that as the 
land was opened and cleared, it was found to be expofed to the blight- 
ing winds which infeft the illand. 

The great havoc and deflrudion which the reduced ration had oc- 
cafioned among the birds frequenting Mount Pitt had fo thinned their 
numbers, that they were no longer to be depended upon as a rcfource. 
The convifts, fenfelefs and improvident, not only deftroyed the bird, 
its young, and its egg, but the hole in which it burrow'ed ; acircum- 
fiance that ought mod cautioufly to have been guarded againft ; as 
nothing appeared more likely to make them forfake the ifland. 

The flock in the fettlement was plentiful, but, from being fed 
chiefly on fow thifllc during the general deficiency of hard food, the 
animals looked ill, and were as badly tailed. The Pitt, however, took 
fromthe ifland a great quantity of flock ; barrow pigs and fowls, 
pumkins and other vegetables ; for which Captain Manning and hi* 
officers paid the owners with many articles of comfort to which they 
had long been flrangers. 

The convicts in general wore a very unhealthy cadaverous appear- 
ance, owing, it was fuppofed, not only to fpare diet, but to the fatigue 
confequent on their traverfing the woods to Mount Pitt, by night, 
for the purpofe of procuring fome flender addition to their ration, 
inflead of repofing after the labours of the day. They had committed 
many depredations on the fettlers, and one was fhot by a perfon of 
that defeription in the aft of robbing his farm. 

Governor King, having difeovered that the ifland abounded with 
that valuable article lime-flone, was building a convenient houfc for 
his own refidence, and turning his attention to the conflruflion of 
^ HU permanent 
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permanent ilorehoufes, barracks for the military, and other necellary 
buildings. 

The weather had been for fome time paft very bad, much rain 
having fallen accompanied with flornis of wind, thunder, and light- 
ning. In fome of thefe ftorms the wreck of his Majefty’s Ihip Sirius 
went to pieces and difappeared, no part of that unfortunate fliip being 
left together, except what was confined by the iron ballad in her 
bottom. 

On board of the Atlantic came fixty-two perfons from Norfolk 
lOand, among whom were feveral whofe terms of tranfportation had 
expired ; thirteen offenders ; and nine of the marine fettlers, who had 
given up the hoc and the fpadc, returned to this place to embrace 
once more a life to which they certainly were, from long habit, better 
adapted than to that of independent fettlers. They gave up their eilates, 
and came here to enter as foldiers in the New South Wales corps. 

Mr. Charles Grimes, the deputy-furveyor, arrived in the Atlantic, 
being fent by Mr. King to (late to the governor the fituation of the 
fettlers late belonging to the Sirius, whofe grounds had, on a careful 
furvey by Mr. Grimes, been found to interfedt each other. They had 
been originally laid down without the afliftance of proper inftruments, 
and being fituated on the fide of the Cafeade Stream, which takes 
feveral windings in its courfc, the different allotments, being clofc to- 
gether, naturally interfered with each other when they came to be 
carried back. The fettlers themfelves faw how difadvantageoufly they 
were fituated, and how utterly impoffiblc it was for every one to 
poffels a diffinft allotment of lixty acres, unlefs they came to fome 
agreement which had their mutual accommodation in view ; but this, 
with an obfiinacy proportioned to their ignorance, they all declined : as 
theit grounds were marked out fo would they keep them, not giving 
an inch in one place, though certain of poffelling it with advantage in 
another. Thefe people proved but indifferent fettlers ; failors and 
foldiers, feldom bred in the habits of induffry, but ill brooked the 
perfonal labour which they found was required from them day after 
day, and month after month. Men who from their infancy had been 
accuffomed to have their daily fubfillcnce found them were but ill 
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calculated to procure it by the fweat of their brows, and mull very 
unwillingly find that without great bodily exertions they eould not 
provide it at all. A few months experience convinced them of the 
truth of thefe obfervations, and they grew difeontented ; as a proof of 
which they wrote a letter to the judge-advocate, to be fubmitted to the 
governor, Hating, as a fubjefl of complaint among other grievances, 
that the officers of the fettlemcnt bred (lock for their own ufe, and re- 
quelling that they might be directed to difeontinue that pradice, and 
purehafe Hock of them. 

Very few of the conviiHs at Norfolk Kland whofe terms of tranf- 
portation had expired were found defirbus of becoming pennanent 
fettlers ; the foie objedl with the major part appearing to be, that of 
taking ground for the purpofe of raifing by the fale of the produce a 
film fufficient to enable them to pay for their paflages to England. 
The fettlcr to benefit this colony, the bom JiJe fettler, who Ihould 
be a man of fome property, mull come from England. He is not to 
be looked for among difeharged foldicrs, Ihipwrccked feamen, or 
quondam convifls. 

Governor King finding, after trying every procefs that came within 
his knowledge for preparing and drefling the flax-plant, that unlcfs 
fome other means were deviled, it never would be brought to the per- 
fedlion necelTary to make the canvas produced from it an objedl of im- 
portance, either as an article of clothing for the convidls or for mari- 
time purpofes, propofed to' Mr. Ebor Bunker, the mailer of die 
William and Ann, who had fome thoughts of touching at Dulky Bay 
in New Zealand, to procure him two natives of that country, if they 
could be prevailed on to embark with him, and promifed him one 
hundred pounds if he fueceeded, hoping from their perfedl knowledge 
of the flax-plant, and the procefs neceflary to manufadlure it into cloth, 
that he might one d.iy render it a valuable and beneficial article to his 
colony ; hut Captain Bunker had never returned. 

Norfolk Illand had been vifited by all the whalers which failed from 
this port on that fifhery. The Admiral Barrington and Pitt left with 
Mr. King eleven men and two female convidls, who had fccrctcd 
themfclves at this port on board of thole (hips. 

11 H 2 Odlober.] 
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Odobcr.] The Britannia, which had quitted the cove on the laft 
day of Septenabcr, preparatory to her departure on a lilhing voyage, 
(a licence lor which had been granted by the liaft-India Company for 
t!ie fpace of three years,) returned to the cove on the third of this 
month for the purpofc of fitting for the Cape of Good Hope, the 
officers of the New South Wales corps having engaged the mailer to 
proceed thither and return on their account with a freight of cattle, and 
fuch articles as would tend to the comfort of theinfelves and the foldiers 
of the corps, and which were not to be found in the public ftores. 
Mr. Raven, the mafler, let his fhip for the fum of 2000 1 . j and eleven 
lharcs of 200 1. each were fubferibed to purchafe the flock and other 
articles. The fhip was well calculated for bringing cattle, having a 
very 'goed between-decks ; and artificers from the corps were imme- 
diately employed to fit her with flails proper for the reception and 
accommodation of cows, horfes, &c. A quantity of hay was put on 
board fufficient to leflen confiderably the expence of that article at the 
Cape ; and fhe was ready for fea by the middle of the month. Pre- 
vious to her departure, on the 7th, the Royal Admiral Eall-lndiaman, 
commanded by Captain EfTex Henry Bond, anchored in the cove from 
England, whence fhe had failed on the 30th of May lall. Her pallage 
from the Cape of Good Hope was the moll rapid that had ever been 
made, being only five weeks and three days from port to port. 

On board of the Royal Admiral came ftores and provifions for the 
colony ; one ferjeant, one corporal, and nineteen privates, belonging 
to the New South Wales corps ; a perfon to be employed in the cul- 
tivation of the country ; another as a maftcr miller ; and a third as a 
mafler carpenter ; together with two hundred and eighty-nine male 
and forty-feven female convidls. She brought in with her a fever, 
which had been much abated by the extreme attention paid by Captain 
Bond and his officers to cleanlinefs, that great prefervative of health on 
board of fhips, and to providing thofe who were iU with comforts and 
neceflaries beyond what were allowed for their ufe during the paftage. 
Of three hundred male convidls which fhe received on board, ten only 
died, and one made his efcape from the hofpital at Falfe Bay; in 
return for whom, however, Captain Bond brought on with him 
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Thomas Watling, a male convift, who found means to get on fliore 
from the Pitt when at that port in December laft, and who had been 
confined by the Dutch at the Cape town from her departure until this 
opportunity offered of fending him hither. 

We had the fatisfaOion of hearing that the Supply armed tender 
made good her paffage to England in fomewhat lefs than five months, 
^ arriving at Plymouth on the 21ft of April laft. It was, however, 
matter of much concern to all who were acquainted with him, to learn 
at the fame time, that Captain Hunter, who failed from this port in 
March 1791, in the Dutch fnow Waakfamheyd, and who had anxioully 
defired to make a fpeedy paffage, had been thirteen months in that 
veffel ftriving to reach England, where he at laft let go his anchor a 
day after the termination of Lieutenant Ball’s more fuccefsful voyage 
in the Supply, arriving at Spithead on the evening of the 22d of 
April laft. His Majefty’s fhip Gorgon had been at the Cape of Good 
Hope, but had not arrived in England when the Royal Admiral left 
that country. 

We were alfo informed, that the Kitty tranfport had failed with pro- 
vifions and a few conviifts from England fome weeks before the Royal' 
Admiral ; and Captain Bond left at Falfe Bay an American brig, 
freighted on fpcculation with provifions for this colony, and whofe 
mafter intended putting to fea immediately after him. 

The lick, to the number of eighty, were all immediately dlfcmbarked 
from the Indiaman ; the remainder of her convifls were fent up to be 
employed at Parramatta and the adjoining fcttlcmcnt. At thefe places 
was to be performed the great labour of clearing and cultivating the 
country j and thither the governor judged it neceffary at once to fend 
fuch convifts as Ihould arrive in future, without permitting them to 
difembark at Sydney, which town (from the circumftance of its being 
the only place where fhipping anchored) poffclTcd all the evils and 
allurements of a fea port of fomd ftanding, and from which, if once 
they got into huts, they would be with difficulty removed when 
wanted ; they pleaded the acquirement of comforts, of which, in faft, 
it would be painful though abfolutely neceffary to deprive them. At 
once to do away therefore the pofllbility of any attachment to this part 
of the colony, the governor gave diredions for their being immediately 
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lent from the fltlp to the place of their future refidence and employ- 
ment ; and, having no other thoughts, they went with cheerfulnefs. 

There arrived in the Royal Admiral as a fuperintendant charged 
with the care of the convids, Mr. Richard Alley, who formerly be- 
longed to the Lady Juliana tranfport, in quality of furgeon, in the 
memorable voyage of that fhip to this colony ; a voyage that could 
never be thought on by any inhabitant of it without exciting a moll 
painful fenfatlon. This gentleman went to England in the fnow with 
Captain Hunter, whither the comforts of long voyages feemed to ac- 
company him. Immediately on his arrival there, he was appointed 
by the coramiflioners of the navy to come out in the Royal Admiral 
as furgeon and fuperintendant of the convifts embarked in that Ihip, 
with an .illowance of twelve fhillings and fixpcnce per diem until his 
arrival in England, exclufive of his half pay as furgeon of the navy. 

It had always been an objcA of the firft confequence, that the 
people employed about the ftores, if not free, (hould at leaft have 
been fo fituated as to have found it their intered to refill temptation. 
This had never hitherto been accomplilhed ; capital and other exem- 
plary punilhments did not effeft it ; the ftores were conftantly robbed, 
although carefully watched, and as well fecured as bolts, locks, and 
iron faftenings could make them. The governor therefore now adopt- 
ed a plan which was fuggefted to him ; and, difeharging all the con- 
vi£ls employed at the provifion-ftore, replaced them by others, to 
whom he promifed abfolute emancipation at the end of a certain num- 
ber of years, to be computed from the dates of their refpedivc ar- 
rivals in this country. 

If any thing could produce the integrity fo much to be defircd, this 
meafure feemed the bell calculated for the purpofe ; an intcreft was 
created fuperior to any reward jhat could have been held out, a certain 
falary, an increafe of ration, a greater proportion of cloathing, or 
even emancipation itfelf, if given at the time. To thofe who had no 
other profpedl but that of pafling their lives in this country, how 
cheering, how grateful mull have been the hope of returning to their 
families at no very diftant period, if not prevented by their own mif- 
condud ! There were two in this fituation among thofe placed at the 
ftores, Samuel Burt and William Sutton, both of whom had con- 
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duAed themfclvcs with the greateft propriety fince their conviftion, 
•nd who beheld with joy the probability that appeared of their being 
again confidered and ranked in the clafs of honed men and good 
members of fociety ; eftimations that depended wholly upon them- 
fclvcs. 

As a ftore-keeper was a perfon on whom much dependence mud 
neceflarily be placed, (it being his duty to be condantly prefent when- 
ever the dores were opened, and with a vigilant eye to obferve the 
conduO of the inferior fervants,) at the drong recommend.ition of the 
officers under whom he had ferved, Serjeant Thomas Smyth was dif- 
charged from the marine detachment, and placed upon the lid of 
fuperintendants of convidts as a dore-keeper. This appointment gave 
general fatisfadtion ; and the commiflary now felt himfelf, under all 
thefe arrangements, more at eafe refpedting the fafety of the dores 
and provifions under his charge. 

On the night of the loth a daring burglary was committed. Mr. 
Raven, the madcr of the Britannia, occupied a hut on fhore, which 
was broken open and entered about midnight, and from the room in 
which he was lying afleep, and clofe to his bedfidc, his watch and a 
pair of knee-buckles were dolen ; a box was forced open, in which 
was a valuable time-piece and fome money belonging to Mr. Raven, 
who, fortunately waking in the very moment that the thief was tak- 
ing it out at the door, prevented his carrying it off. Affidance from 
the guard came immediately, but too late — the man had got off un- 
feen. In a day or two afterwards, however, Charles Williams, a fet- 
tlcr, gave information that a convidf named Richard Sutton, the 
morning after the burglary, had told him that he had dolen and fe- 
cured the property, which he edimated at fixty pounds, and which he 
offered to put into his poffeffion for the purpofe of fale, fird binding 
him by a horrid ceremony* and oath not to betray him. Williams, 
on receiving the watch, which proved a metal one, worth only about 
ten pounds, (and the difproportion of which to the value he had ex- 
pelled, probably had induced him to make the difeovery,) imme- 
diately caufed him to be taken into cuilody, and delivered the pro- 

* They cut each other oa the cheek with their luiivcs. 
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perty to a magiftrate, giving at the fame time an account how he came 
by them. AH thefe circumflances were produced in evidence before a 
criminal court ; but the prlfoner, proving an alibi that was fatisfadory 
to the court, w.as acquitted. With the evidence that he produced 
in his defence it was impoffible to convid him ; but the court and the 
auditors were in their confcicnces perfuaded that the prifoner had com- 
mitted the burglary and theft, and that he intended to have employed 
Williams to difpofe of the property ; which the latter had undertaken, 
and would have performed, had the watch proved to have been a time- 
piece which the prifoner imagined he had been lucky enough to fe- 
cure. Williams, had he been put to prove where he was at the ver)' 
time the houfe was entered, had people ready to depofe that he was on 
his way by water to his farm near Parramatta. This man had for- 
merly been remarkable for propriety of conduil; but, after he became 
a fettler, gave himfelf up to idlcncfs and diflipation, and went away 
from the court in which he had been giving his teftimony, much de- 
graded in the opinion of every man who heard him. 

The Britannia failed on the 24th for the Cape of Good Hope, Mr. 
Raven taking with him Governor Philip’s difpatchcs for England, (in 
which was contained a fpccific demand for twelve months provifions 
for the colony,) and the wilhes as well of thofe whom he confidered 
as his employers, as of thofe who were not, for the fafe and fpeedy 
e.\ecution of his commiflion ; as his return to the colony would intro- 
duce many articles of comfort which were not to be found in the pub- 
lic ftores among the articles ifliied by government. 

At Sydney and at Parramatta Ihops were opened for the lide of the 
articles of private trade brought out in the Royal Admiral. A licence 
was given for the fale of porter ; but, under the cover of this, fpirits 
found their way among the people, and much intoxication was the 
confequence. Several of the fettlers, breaking out from the reflraint 
to which they had been fubjedt, conducted themfelves with the greateft 
impropriety, beating their wives, deftroying their flock, trampling on 
and injuring their crops in the ground, and deftroying each other’s 
property. One woman, having claimed the protcdlion of the magif- 
trates, the party complained of, a fettler, was bound over to the good 
behaviour for two years, himfelf in twenty pounds, and to find two 
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furrtics in ten pounds each. Another fettler was at the fame time fet an 
hour in the ftocks for drunkennefs. The indulgenee which was intended 
by the governor for their benefit was moft Ihamefully abufed j and what 
he fuffered them to purchafe with a view to their future comfort, was 
retailed among themfelves at a fcandalous profit ; feveral of the fetticrs 
houfes being at this time literally nothing elfe but porter-houfes, where 
rioting and drunkennefs prevailed as long as the means remained. It 
was much to be regretted that thefe people were fo blind to their own 
advantage, moft of them facrificing to the diftipatlon of the moment 
what would have afforded them much comfort and convenience, if re- 
ferved for refrelhment after the fatigue of the day. 

The only addition made to the weekly ration in confequence of the 
arrival of the Royal Admiral was an allowance of fix ounces of oil to 
each perfon ; a large quantity, nine thoufand two hundred and feventy* 
eight gallons, having been put on board that fhip and the Kitty tranf- 
port, to be ififued in lieu of butter; as an equivalent for which it 
certainly would have anfwered well, had it arrived in the ftate in which 
it was reported to have been put on board ; but it grew rancid on the 
paflage, and was in general made more ufe of to bum as a fubftitute for 
candles, than for any other purpofes to which oil might have been 
applied. 

Toward the latter end of the month, the convifis received a general 
ferving of clothing, and other neceflary articles. To each male were 
iffued two frocks made of coarfe and unfubftantial ofnaburgs, in which 
there were feldom found more than three weeks wear ; two pairs of 
trowfers made of the fame flight materials as the frocks, and open to 
the fame obfervadon as to wear ; one pair of yarn ftockings ; one hat ; 
one pair of fhoes ; one pound of foap ; three needles ; a quarter of a 
pound of thread, and one comb. 

The females received each one cloth petticoat ; one coarfe Ihift ; 
one pair of Ihoes ; one pair of yam ftockings ; one pound of foap ; a 
quarter of a pound of thread ; two ounces of pins ; fix needles ; one 
thimble, and one pair of feiflars. 

Thefe articles were fupplied by commiflion ; and Mr. Davifon, the 
perfon employed by government, was limited in the price of each ar* 
dele, which was fixed too low to admit of his furnilhing them of the 
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quality abfolutely neceflary for people who were to labour in this coun- 
try. The ofnaburgs in particular had always been complained of ; for 
it was a fadt, that the frocks and trowfers made of them were oftener 
known to have been worn out within a fortnight, than to have lalfcd 
three weeks. 

The month clofcd with a circumftancc that excited no fmall degree 
of concern in the fettlement : Governor Philip fignified a determina- 
tion of quitting his government, and returning to England in the At- 
lantic. To this he was induced by perceiving that his health hourly 
grew worfe, and hoping that a change of air might contribute to his reco- 
very. His Excellency had the fatisfa^ion, at the moment that he came 
to this refolution, of feeing the public grounds wear every appearance 
of a produdive harveft. At Toongabbe, forty-two acres of wheats 
fown about the middle of lail March, looked as promifing as could be 
wilhed ; the remainder of the wheat, from being fown fix weeks laterj 
did not look fo fine and abundant, but fiill held out hopes of an ample 
return. The Indian com was all got into the ground, and fuch of it 
as was up looked remarkably well. 


CHAP. XIX- 

A VESSEL FROM AMERICA ARRIVES.— PART OF HER CARGO PURCILVSED.— 

GEORGE BARRINGTON AND OTHERS EMANCIPATED CONDITIONALLY. THE. 

ROYAL ADMIRAL SAILS. — ARRIVAL OF THE KITTY TRANSPORT. lOOlI. 

RECEIVED BY HER. — HOSPITAL BUILT AT PARRAMATTA. — HARVEST BE- 
GUN AT TOONO.'IBBE. RATION INCREASED. — THE PHILADELPHIA SAILS 

FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. — STa'TE OF THE CULTIVATION PREVIOUS TO THE 

governor’s DEPARTURE. — SETTLERS. GOVERNOR PHILIP SAILS FOR 

ENGLAND. REGULATIONS MADE BY THE Llr.UTENANT-OOVERNOR. — THE 

HOPE, AN AMERICAN SHIP, ARRIVES. — HER CARGO PURCHASED FOR THE 

COLONY. THE CHESTERFIELD WHALER ARRIVES. GRANT OF LAND TO 

AN OFFICER. — EXTREME HEAT AND CONFLAGRATION. DEATHS IN I79S. 

PRICES OF STOCK, &C. 

November.] On the I ft of November, about eleven o’clock at night, 
the Philadelphia btigantlne, Mr. Thomas Fatrickfon mafter, anchored 
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in the cove from Philadclphi.i. Lieutenant-governor King, on his 
paffagc to this country in the Gorgon in the month of July 1791, had 
fccn Mr. Patrickfon at the Cape of Good Hope, and learning at that 
time from the Lady Juliana and Neptune tranfports, which had juft 
arrived there from China, th.it the colony was in great diUrcfs for 
provifions, fuggefted to him the advantage that might attend his 
bringing a cargo to this country on fpeculation. On this hint Cap- 
tain Patrickfon went to England, and thence to Philadelphia, from 
which place he (ailed the beginning of laft Apiil with a cargo confid- 
ing chiefly of American beef, wine, rum, gin, fome tobacco, pitch, 
and tar. He failed from Philadelphia with thirteen hands ; but, in 
fome very bad weather which he met with after leaving the African 
fliore, his fecond mate was wa(hed overboard and lod, it blowing too 
hard to attempt laving him. 

The governor directed the commiflary to purchafe fuch part of the 
Philadelphia’s cargo as he thought was immediately wanting in the co- 
lony ; and five hundred and fixty-nine barrels of American cured beef, 
each barrel containing one hundred and ninety-three pounds, and 
twenty-feven barrels of pitch and tar, were taken into dorc ; the ex- 
pence of which amounted to 2829I. ns. 

, Notwithdanding the great length of time Captain Patrickfon had been 
on his voyage, (from the beginning of April to November,) his fpecu- 
lation did not prove very difadvantageous to him. A great part of his 
Cargo, that was- not taken by government, was difpofed of among the 
oflicers and others of the fettlement ; and the governor hired his velTel 
to take provifions to Norfolk Ifland, giving him 150 1 . for the run. 
Captain Patrickfon had formed fome expedlation of difpofing of his 
veflel in this country ; but the governor, having received intimation 
that the Kitty might be detained in the fervice as long as he found it 
neceflary after her arrival, did not judge it expedient to purchafe the 
veflel. 

On the 3d of the month three warrants of emancipation pafled the 
leal of the territory : one to John Trace, a convict who came out in the 
fird fleet ; having but three months of his term of tranfportation re- 
maining, that portion of it was given up to him, that he might become 
a fettler, Tlie fecond was granted to Thomas Redil, (alias Crowder,) 
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on the recommendation of the lieutenant-governor of Norfolk Ifland, 
on condition that he fhould not return to England during the term of 
his natural life, his fentence of tranfportation being durante vita-. The 
third warrant was made out in favour of one who, whatever might 
have been his condufl when at large in focicty, had here not only de- 
meaned himfelf with the (Iridcii propriety, but had rendered eflential 
ferviccs to the eolony — George Barrington. He came out in the 
Adlivc ; on his arrival the governor employed him at Toongabbe, 
and in a fituation which was likely to attradf the envy and hatred, of 
the convids, in proportion as he might be vigilant and inflexible. He 
was flrfl placed as a fubordinate, and fhortly after as a principal watch- 
man ; in which fituation he was diligent, fober, and impartial ; and 
had rendered himfelf fo eminently fcrviceable, that the governor re- 
folved to draw him from the line of convicts ; and, with the inflm- 
ment of his emancipation, he received a grant of thirty acres of land in 
an eligible fituation near Parramatta *. Here was not only a reward 
for pall good condud, but an incitement to a continuance of it; and 
Barrington found himfelf, through the governor’s liberality, though not 
fo abfolutely free as to return to England at his own pleafure, yet enjoy- 
ing the immunities of a free man, a fettler, and a eivU officer, in whofc 
integrity much confidence was placed. - 

On the 13th the Royal Admiral failed for Canton. Of the private 
fpeculation brought out in this fhip, they fold at this place and at Par- 
ramatta to the amount of 3600 1. and left articles to be fold on com- 
miflion to the amount of 750 1. more. 

Captain Bond was obliged to leave behind him one of his quarter- 
mailers and fix failors, who ran away from the fhip. The quarter- 
mafler had ferved in the fame capacity on board of the Sirius, and 
immediately after his arrival in England (in the fnow) engaged himfelf 
with Captain Bond for the whole of the voyage ; but a few days before 
the departure of the fhip from this port, he found means to leave her, 
and, afliflcd by fome of the fettlers, concealed himfelf in the woods 
until concealment was no longer neceflary. On giving himfelf up, he 
entered on board the Atlantic ; but on his declaring that he did not 

* He was afterwards fwom in at a peace officer. 
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intend returning to England, the governor ordered him into confine- 
ment. The failors were put into one of the longboats, to be employed 
betvreen this place and Parramatta, until they could be put on board a 
fhip that might convey them hence. 

It was never defirable that fcamen ihould receive encouragement to 
run from their fliips ; they became public nuifanccs here ; the mafters 
of fuch (hips would find themfelves obliged to procure convicts at any 
rate to fupply their places ; indeed, fo many might be (hipped or fe- 
creted on board, as might render the fafety of the veiTel very preca- 
rious ; and as the governor determined to reprefent the conduit of any 
mafter who carried away conviils without his approbation, fo he rc- 
folved never to deprive them of their feamcn. Under this idea, a hut, 
in which a fcaman from tlie Royal Admiral was found concealed, was 
pulled down, and two conviits who had been fecrctcd on board that 
(hip were feat up to Toongabbe, as a puni(hment, as well as to be out 
of the way of another attempt. 

On the 1 8th die Kitty tranfport anchored in the cove from England, 
after a circuitous palTage of thirty-three weeks, round by the Rio de 
Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. She twice failed from England. 
On her firft departure, which was in March laR, (he had on board 
thirty female and ten male conviils ; but being obliged to put back ta 
Spithead, to Hop a leak which (he fprung in her raft port, eight of her 
ten male convids found means to make their efcape. This was an 
unfortunate accident ; for they had been particularly fele£ted as men 
who might be ufcful in the colony. Of the two who did remain, the 
one was a brick-maker and the other a joiner. 

When her cargo was landing, it was found to have fufi*ered confi- 
dcrably by the bad weather (he had experienced ; the flour in parti- 
cular, an article which could at no time bear any diminution in this 
country, was much damaged. The convi£ls had for a long time been 
nearly as much diftrelTed for utenfils to drefs their provilions, as they 
had been for provifions ; and we had now the mortification to find, 
that of the fmall fupply of iron pots which had been put on board, a 
great part were either broken or cracked, having been literally (lowed 
among the provifion calks in the hold. 
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There arrived in this fltip two chefts, containing three thouland eight 
hundred and Icvcnty ounces of filver, in dollars, amounting to 1001 1 . 
This remittance was font out for the purpofe of paying fuch fuins as 
were due to tlie different artificers who had been employed in this 
country. It was alfo applied to the payment of the wages due to the 
fuperintendants, who had experienced much inconvenience from not 
receiving their falaries here ; and indeed the want of public money had 
been very much felt by every one in the colony. When the marines, 
who became fcttlcrs before and at the relief of the detachment, were 
difeharged for that purpofe, they would have fuffered great difficulties 
from the want of public money to pay what was due to them, had not 
the commifliiry taken their refpedive powers of attorney, and given 
them notes on himfelf, payable either in ca(h, or in articles which 
might be the means of rendering them comfortable, and of which he 
had procured a large fupply from Calcutta. Thefe notes paffed through 
various hands in traffic among the people of the defeription they were 
intended to ferve, and became a fpccies of currency which was found 
very convenient to them. 

The female convi£ls who arrived in the Kitty, twenty-feven in 
number, were immediately fent up to Parramatta. 

Government had put on board the Kitty a naval agent. Lieutenant 
Daniel Woodriff, for the purpofe of feeing that no unncceffary delays 
were made in the voyage, and that the conviSs on board were not 
oppreffed by the mafter or his people. This officer, on his arrival, 
ftated to the governor his opinion that the mafter had not made the bed 
of his way, and that he had remained longer in the port of Rio dc Ja- 
neiro than there could poffibly be occafion for. He likewife ftated fcvcral 
difagreements which had occurred between him and the mafter, and in 
which the latter feemed to think very lightly of the authority of a naval 
agent on board his ibip. There was alfo on board this fhip, on the 
part of the crown, a medical gentleman who was appointed for the 
ckprefs purpofe of attending to fuch conviifts as might be ill during the 
voyage ; fo e.xtremc!y folicitous wrere the members of Adminiftration 
to guard againft the evils which had befallen the convids in former 
paffages to this country. 
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At Parramatta a brick hofpital, confifting of two wards, was finifhed 
this month ; and the fick were immediately removed into it. The 
fpot chofen for this building was at fome diliancc from the principal 
fireet of the town, and convenient to the water ; and, to prevent any 
Improper communication with the other convidls, a fpace was to be 
Lnclofed and paled in round the hofpital, in which the fick would have 
every neceffary benefit from air and exercife. 

At the other fettlcmcnt they had begun to reap tlie wheat which was 
fown in April laft j and for want of a granary at that place it was put 
into (lacks. From not being immediately thrafhcd out, there w'as no 
knowing with certainty what the produce of it was j but it had every 
appearance of turning out well. The ear was long and full, and the 
draw remarkably good. 

December.] On the 3d of this month, the governor, as one of bis 
laft a£ls in the fettlcmcnt, ordered one pound of flour to be added to 
the weekly ration, which, by means of this addition, ftood on his 
departure at 

3 pounds of flour ; 

5 pounds of rice ; 

4 pounds of pork, or 7 pounds of beef ; 

3 pounds of dholl ; and 

6 ounces of oil. 

On the 7th the Philadelphia failed for Norfolk Ifland, having on 
board for that fettlcmcnt Mr. Grimes, the deputy furveyor ; Mr. Ja-. 
miefon, who was to luperintend the conviils employed there in cul- 
tivation; Mr. Peat, the mafter-carpenter (there being a perfon* in 
that fituatinn here of much ability) ; a conviil who came out in the 
Royal Admiral, to be employed as a mafter-taylor ; two convicts 
lawyers, and one convia carpenter, the fame who came out with his. 
family in. the Kitty ; together with fome provifions and (lores. His 
excellency had always attended to this little colony with a parental 
care ; often declaring, that from the peculiarity of its lituation he 
would rather that want (hould be felt in his own government than in 

* Idr. Thomas LivingHone, at a falaiy.of jol. per annum. 

that 
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that dependency ; and as they would be generally eight or ten weeks 
later than this colony in receiving their fupplies, by rcafon of the time 
which the fliips oeceflarily required to refit after coming in from fea, 
he purpofed fumilhing them with a proportion of provifions for three 
months longer than the provifions in ftore at this place would laft : 
and his excellency took leave of that fettlcment, by completing, as fully 
as he was able, this defign. 

He was now about taking leave of his own government. The ac- 
commodations for his excellency and tlie officers who were going 
home in the Atlantic being completed, the detachment of marines 
under the command of Lieutenant Poulden embarked on the 5th, and 
at fix o’clock in the evening of Monday the loth Governor Phillip 
quitted the charge with which he had been entrulled by his Sovereign, 
and in the execution of which he had manifefted a zeal and perfe- 
vetance that alone could have enabled him to furmount the natural 
and artiiicial obllacles which the country and its inhabitants had thrown 
in his way. 

The colony had now been eftablilhed within a few weeks of five 
years ; and a review of what had been done in cultivation under his 
excellency’s diredlion in that time cannot more properly be introduced 
than at the clofc of his government. . 

Previous to the failing of the Britannia on the 24th of lad Odlober, 
an accurate furwy of the whole ground in cultivation, both on account 
of the crown, and in the polTeffion of individuals, was taken by the 
furveyor-general, and tranfmitted to England by that Ihip ; and from 
the return which he then made, the following particulars were ex- 
traded * 
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Ground in cultivation, the i6th Oilober 1792. 
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Of the fixty-feven fetticrs above enumerated, one, James Rufe, 
who had a grant of thirty acres at Parramatta, went upon his farm the 
latter end of November 1 789 ; but none of the others began to cul- 
tivate ground upon their own accounts earlier than the middle of July 
1791 ; but many of them at a much later date. The eight marine 
fettlers at the Field of Mars took pofleflion of their allotments at the 
beginning of February 1792. The conditions held out to fettlers were, 
to be vidualled and clothed from the public ftorc for eighteen months 
from the term of their becoming fettlers ; to be furnifhed with tools 
and implements of huAiandry ; grain to fow their grounds, and fuch 

K K Hock 
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flock as could be fpared frorn the public. They were likewife to have 
adigncd them the fcrviccs of fuch a number of convifls as the governor 
(bould think proper, on their making it appear that tlicy could employ, 
feed, and clothe them. Every man had a hut ereded on his farm at 
the public expence. At the time of the governor’s departure, many of 
them, by their own induftry, and the alliftance he had afforded them, 
were enabled to have one or two convidls off the ftore, and employed 
by them at their farms ; and fuch as were not married were allowed 
a convid hutkeeper. In general they were not idle, and the major 
part were comfortably fituated. 

At this time the quantity of land which had paffed to fettlers* in 
this territory under the feal of the colony amounted to three thoufand 
four hundred and feventy acres ; of which quantity four hundred and 
t'eventeen acres and a half were in cultivation, and the timber cleared 
from one hundred more, ready for fowing j which, compared with 
the total of the public ground in cultivation, (one thoufand and twelve 
acres and three quarters,) will be found to be by eleven acres more 
than equal to one half of it. A ftriking proof of w'hat feme fettlers 
had themfelvcs declared, on its being hinted to them that they had not 
always been fo diligent when labouring for the whole — “ We are now 
“ working for ourfelves.” One material good was, however, to be 
expelled from a tradl of land of that extent being cultivated by indi- 
viduals, if at any time an accident fhould happen to the crop on the 
public ground, they might be a refource, though an incon/iderable 
one. Fortunately, no misfortune of that nature had ever fallen upon 
the colony ; but it had been, at the beginning of this month, very 
near experiencing a calamity that would have blafled all the profpe£ls 
of the next feafon, and in one moment have rendered ineffedfual the 
labour of many hands and of many months. Two days after the 
wheat had been reaped, and got off the ground at Toongabbe, the 
whole of the flubble was burnt. The day on which this happened 
had been unufually hot, and the country was every where on fire. 
Had it befallen us while the wheat was upon the ground, nothing 
could have laved the whole from being deftroyed. From this circum- 
•* 

* Some few had bcco added hace the furreyor*s return of the i6th OAober. 
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fiance, however, one good refulted ; precautions againft a fimilar acci- 
dent were immediately taken, by clearing the timber for a certain 
diflancc round the cultivated land. 

The flock belonging to the public was kept at Parramatta. Ir 
confifled of three bulls *, two bull calves, fifteen cows, three calves, 
five flallions, fix mares, one hundred and five fheep, and forty-three 
hogs. 

Of the flieep, the governor gave to each of the married fcttlers from 
the conviAs, and to each fettler from the marines, and from the Sirius, 
one ewe for the purpofe of breeding; and to others he gave fuch 
female goats as could be fpared. This flock had been procured at much 
cxpence ; and his excellency hoped that the people among whom he 
left it would fee the advantage it might prove to them,^ and cherlfh it 
accordingly. 

His excellency, at embarking on board the Atlantic, was received 
near the wharf on the eafl-fide, (where his boat was lying,) by Major 
Grofe, at the head of the New South Wales corps, who paid him,' as 
he paffed, the honors due to his rank and fituation in the colony. He 
was attended by the officers of the civil department, and the three 
marine officers who were to accompany him to England. 

At daylight on the morning of the i ith, the Atlantic was got under 
way, and by eight o’clock was clear of the Heads, Handing to the 
E. S. E. with a frefh breeze at fouth. By twelve o’clock Ihe had 
gained a confiderable offing. 

With the governor there embarked, voluntarily and cheerfully, two 
natives of this country, Bennillong and Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie, two men 
who were much attached to his perfon ; and who withflood at the 
moment of their departure the united diftrefs of their wives, and the 
difmal lamentations of their friends, to accompany him to England, a 
place that they well knew was at a great diflance from them. 

One or two convidls alfo who had condu£led themfelves to his fatis- 
faQion, and whofe periods of tranfportation were expired, were per- 
mitted by the governor to return to England in the fame fliip with 
himfclf. 

' * Two horn Calcutta, and one which wai calved on board the Gorgon. 
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The Atlantic had likewife on board various fpecimcns of the natural 
produSions of the country, timber, plants, animals, and birds. Among 
the animals were four fine kangooroos, and feveral native dogs. 

The Atlantic had been put into excellent condition for the voyage 
which fhe had to perform ; llie was well found and well manned, and 
there appeared no reafon to doubt her reaching England in fix months 
from her departure. A fafe and fpeedy palfage to her was the general 
wllh, not only on account of the governor, whole health and confti- 
tution (already much impaired) might fuffer greatly by the fatigues of 
a protraded voyage j but that the information of which his excellency 
was in polfelTion refpeding thefe fettlements, from their efiablilhments 
to the moment of his quitting them, might as quickly as poflible be 
laid before adnjinifiration. 

The government of the colony now devolved, by his Majefty’s 
letters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, upon the lieu- 
tenant-governor. This office was filled by the major-commandant of 
the New South Wales corps, Francis Grofe, Efq. who arrived in Fe- 
bruary laft in the Pitt tranfport. At his taking upon himfelf the go- 
vernment, on which occafion the ufual oaths were adminillered by the 
judge-advocate, he gave out the following order, regulating the mode 
of carrying on the duty at Parramatta : 

“ All orders given by the captain who commands at Parramatta, 
“ refpeding the convids ftationed there, are to be obeyed ; and all 
“ complaints or reports that would be made to the lieutenant-governor 
“ when prefent, arc in his abfence to be communicated to captain Fo- 
“ v'eaux, or fuch other captain as may be doing duty with the detach- 
“ ment.” 

The alteration which this order produced, confiAed in fubAituting 
the military for the civil officer. Before this period, all complaints 
had been inquired into by the civil magiArate, who, in the governor’s 
abfence from Parramatta, puniAied fuch flight offiences as required im- 
mediate cognizance, reporting to the governor from time to time what- 
ever he did; and all orders and diredions which regarded the convids, 
and .all reports which were made refpeding them, went through him. 

The military power had hitherto been confidered as requifite only 
for the protedion of the Acres, and the difeharge of fuch duties as 
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belonged to their profeflion, without having any (hare in the civil di- 
redtion of the colony * ; but as it was provided by his Majefty’s com- 
miffion already fpoken of, that, in cafe of the death or abfencc both of 
the governor and lieutenant-governor of the territory, the officer next 
in rank on fervice in the colony ffiould take upon himfelf and exer- 
cife the fundlions of the governor, until fuch time as inftrudtions 
ffiould be received from England j under this idea, the lieutenant- 
governor iffued the above order, placing the captain commanding the 
detachment of the New South Wales corps at Parramatta, in the 
diredlion of the civil duties of that fettlement. 

Similar regulations took place at Sydney, where “ the captain of 
“ the day was direded to report to the commanding officer all con- 
“ vid prifoners, ftating by whom and on what account they might be 
“ confined and this order was in a few days after enforced by 
another, which direded “ that all inquiries by the civil magiftrate 
“ were in future to be difpenfed with, until the lieutenant-governor 
“ had given diredions on the fubjed ; and the convids were not on 
“ any account to be puiiifficd but by his particular order.” 

At Sydney, it had been ufual for. the maglflrates to take examina- 
tions, and make enquiry into offences, either weekly, or as occafion 
required, and to order fuch puniffiment .is they thought neceflary, 
always reporting their proceedings to the chief authority. 

It muft be noticed, that at this time the civil magiftrates in the 
colony confifted of the lieutenant-governor and the judge-advocate, 
who were juftices of the peace by virtue of their refpedivc com- 
milTions ; the Rev. Mr. Johnfon ; Auguftus Alt and Richard At- 
kins t, Efquires, who had been fworn in as magiftrates by authority 
of the governor. 

As no inconvenience had ever been experienced in the mode which 
was pradifed of conduding the bufinefs of the fettlement, the necef. 
fity or caufe of thefe alterations was not diredly obvious, and could 
not be accounted for from any other motive than that preference which 

* The commiDding officer of the corps or regiment ferving in die territory excepted, 
who held likewife the civil appointment of lieutenant-governor. 

t This gen deman had been appointed regillrarof the court of vice- admiralty by Go- 
vernor Phillip. 
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a military man might be fuppofcd to give to carrying on the fervice by 
means of his own officers, rather than by any other. 

On Saturday the 15th the convifts received their provifions accord- 
ing to the ration that was ifl'ued before the governor’s departure ; but 
ou the Monday following, the ufual day of ferving provifions to the 
civil and military, a diftinfl.ion was made, for the firft time, in the 
ration they received ; the commiflary being diredled to iffue to the 
officers of the civil and military departments, the foldicrs, fuperintend- 
auts, watchmen, overfeers, and fettlcrs from the marines, fi.x pounds of 
flour, and but two pounds of rice per man, per week, inflead of three 
pounds of flour, and five pounds of rice, which was the allowance of 
the convi£ls. This diftintlion was intended to be difeontinued when- 
ever the full ration could be ferved. 

The flock which had been diflributed among the married fettlers 
and'others by Governor Phillip for the purpofe of breeding from, (as 
has been already obferved,) appeared to have been thrown away upon 
them when viewed as a breeding flock for fettlers. No fooner had the 
Atlantic failed, than the major part of them were offered for fale; and 
there was little doubt, (many of their owners making no fcruple to 
-publifh their intentions,) that had they not been bought by the officers, 
in a very few weeks many of them would have been deflroyed. By 
this condud, as far as their individual benefit was concerned, they 
had put it out of their own power to reap any advantage from the 
governor’s bounty to them ; but the Hock by this means was faved, 
and had fallen into hands that certainly would not wantonly deflroy 
it. There were a few among the fettlers who exchanged their fheep 
for goats, deeming them a more profitable flock ; but, in general, 
fpirits were the price required by the more ignorant and imprudent 
part of them ; and fcveral of their farms, which had been, and ought 
to have always been, the peaceful retreats of induflry, were for a 
time the feats of inebriety and confequent dlfordcr. 

About this time there anchored in the cove an American fhip, the 
Hope, commanded by a Mr. Benjamin Page, from Rhode Ifland, with 
a fmall cargo of provifions and fpirits for fale. The caufe of his put- 
ting into this harbour, the mafter declared, was for the purpofe of pro- 
curing wood and water, of which he ftated his fhip to be much in 
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want ; thus making the fale of his cargo appear to be but a fecondary 
objedt with him. 

As the colony had not yet feen the day when it could have inde- 
pendently faid, “ We are not in want of provifions ; procure your 
“ wood and your water, and go your way,” the lieutenant-governor 
directed the commiflary to purchafe fuch part of his cargo as the 
colony flood in need of; and two hundred barrels of American cured 
beef, at four pounds per barrel ; eighty barrels of pork, at four pounds 
ten Ihillings per barrel ; forty-four barrels of flour, at two pounds per 
barrel ; and feven thoufand five hundred and nincty-feven gallons of 
(new American) fpirits at four {hillings and fixpence per gallon, were 
purchafed ; amounting in all to the fum of 2957I. 6s. 6d. 

This fhip had touched at the Falkland I Hands for the purpofe of 
collcdling fkins from the different velfels employed in the feal trade 
from the United States of America, with which the was to proceed to 
the China market. From the Cape of Good Hope her paffage had 
been performed in two months and one day. The mailer faid, he 
found the prevailing winds were from the N. W. and deferibed the, 
weather as the mofl boiflcrous he had ever known for fuch a length of 
time. By one fea, his caboofe was wafhed over the fide, and one of 
his people going with it was drowned. He obfcr\’cd, when about the 
South-cape of this country, that the weather was clear ; but after pafT- 
ing the latitude of the Maria Iflands, he found it clofe, hazy, and heat- 
ed, and had every appearance of thick fmoke. About that time we 
had the fame fort of weather here ; and the excclTive heats which at 
other times have been e.xperienced in the fettlements have been alfo 
noticed at fea when at fome diflance from the land. 

By this fhip we were not fortunate enough to receive any European 
news. The mailer faw only one Englifh fhip at the Cape, the Chef- 
terfield whaler, commanded by a Mr. Alt, who had formerly been a 
midfhipman in his Majefly’s fhip Sirius, and who went home on board 
of the Neptune tranfport. 

In a few days after the arrival of the Hope, the fignal was again 
made at the South-head, and in a few hours the Cheflerficld, the fhip 
juft mentioned to us by the American, anchored in the cove. She 
failed from the Cape of Good Hope fhortly after Mr. Page ; and the 
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maftcr faid he touched at Kerguclan’s Land, where, fome other fliip 
having very recently preceded him, (which he judged from finding 
feveral fea elephants dead on the beach, and a club which is ufed in 
killing them,) he remained but a Ihort time, having very bad weather. 
He fuppofed the fliip which preceded him to have been the firft which 
had vilited thole del’olate illands fince Captain Cook had been there, as 
he found the fragments of the bottle in which that officer had depolited 
a memorial of his having examined them. This was conjefture and 
might be erroneous, as the mere pieces of the bottle afforded no proof 
that it had been recently broken. 

Mr. Alt fpoke of meeting with very bad weather, and of his fliip 
having thereby fuffered fuch injury, that he was compelled on the 
reprefentation of his people to put in here for the purpofe of getting 
repairs. Indeed her appe.arance very amply juftificd their reprefent- 
atlons ; and it was a wonder how flie had fwam fo far, for her com- 
plaints muft have been of very long (landing. 

To expedite the building of the new barracks, which formed the 
moft material labour at Sydney, two overfeers and forty men -were fent 
down from Parramatta. One barrack being now completed, towards 
the latter end of the month it was occupied by Captain George John- 
fton, a party-wall having been thrown down adapting the building to 
the accommodation of one inftead of two officers. 

On the laft day of the month, two warrants of emancipation paffed 
the feal of the territory, together with a grant of twenty-five acres of 
land to Enfign Cummings of the New South Wales corps. In the 
inflru^ions for granting lands in this country, no mention of officers 
had yet been made ; it was however fairly prefumed that the officers 
could not be intended to be precluded from the participation of any 
advantages which the crown might have to beftow in the fettlements ; 
particularly as the greateft in its gift, the free poffeffion of land, was 
held out to people who had forfeited their lives before they came into 
the country. 

Among the regulations which took place at Sydney, muft be noticed 
the difpenfing with the officer’s guard which had always mounted 
there ; and the changing the hours of labour. The convidls now had • 
more time given to them, for the purpofe not only of avoiding the heat 
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of the day, but of making themfelves comfortable at home. They were 
direfled to work from five in the morning until nine ; reft until four 
in the afternoon, and then labour until fun-fet. 

The Kitty, having delivered her cargo, began to prepare for taking 
fome ftorcs and provifions and a detachment of the New South Wales 
corps to Norfolk Illand. 

The weather during this month was very hot. The jth was a day 
moft exceflively fultry. The wind blew ftrong from the northward of 
weft ; the country, to add to the intenfc heat of the atmofphcrc, was 
every where on fire. At Sydney, the grafs at the back of the hill on 
the weft fide of the cove, having either caught or been fet on fire by 
the natives, the flames, aided by the wind which at that time blew vio- 
lently, fpread and raged with incredible fury. One houfe was burnt 
down, feveral gardens with their fences were deftroyed ; and the whole 
face of the hill was on fire, threatening every thatched hut with de- 
ftrudlion. The conflagration was with much difficulty (notwithftand- 
ing the exertions of the' military) got under, after fome time, and 
prevented from doing any further mifchicE At different times during 
this uncomfortable day diftant thunder was heard, the air darkened, 
and fome few large drops of rain fell. The apparent danger from the 
fires drew all perfons out of their houfes ; and on going into the parch- 
ing air, it was fcarcely polTible to breathe ; the heat was infupportable ; 
vegetation feemed to fuffer much, the leaves of many culinary plants 
being reduced to a powder. The iliermometer in the ftiade rofe above 
one hundred degrees. Some rain falling toward evening, the exceffive 
heat abated. 

At Parramatta and Toongabbe alfo the heat was extreme ; the coun- 
try there too was every where in flames. Mr. Arndell was a great 
fufferer by it. The fire had fpread to his farm ; but by the efforts of 
his own people and the neighbouring fcttlers it was got under, and its 
progrefs fuppofed to be efledually checked, when an unlucky fpark 
from a tree, which had been on fire to the topmoft branch, flying upon 
the thatch of the hut where his people lived, it bla/ed out ; the hut with 
all the out-buildings, and thirty bulhcls of wheat juft got into a Rack, 
were in a few minutes deftroyed. The crcifting of the hut and out- 
houles liad coft i jl. a Ihort time before. 
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The day preceding that of the cxccflivc heat, James Caftics, an in- 
duftrious and thriving feitler at Profpc<a; Hill, had his hut accidentally 
burnt down, with all his comforts, and three bufhcls of wheat which 
he had juft reaped. The governor ordered his hul to be rebuilt, and 
every afliftance given wdiich the ftores afforded to repair his lofs. 

There died between the ift of January and 31ft of December 1792, 
two of the civil department, fix foldicrs, four hundred and eighteen 
male convifls, eighteen female convicts, and twenty-nine children ; one 
male convi(ft was executed; and three male convicts were loft in the 
woods ; making a dccreafe by death of four hundred and eighty-two 
perfons. 

The following were the prices of ftock, grain, and other articles,* 


as they were fold at Sydney, 
year : 

At SrDNEr, 

Maize per lb. 3d. 

Rice per Jb. 3d. 

Peafe or dholi from i ^d. to 2 d. per lb. 
Flour ^d. per lb. 

Potatoes 3 d. per lb. 

Sheep lol. los. each. 

Milch goats from 81 . 8s. to lol. los. 
Kids from 2I. los. to 4I. 

Breeding fows from 61 . 6s. to7l. 7$. ai 
iol. lot. 

Young ditto from 3 !. to 4I. 

Laying hens 10 s. 

Full grown fowls from 5 s. 1075. 6 d. 
Chickens is. 6d. 

Frefh pork per lb. is. ^ 

Prime fait pork from 6d. to 8d. 

Salt beef 4d. 

Eggs per dozen from 2 s. to 3 s. 

Moifl fugar per lb. i s. 6 d. 

Tea from Ss. to i6s. 

Soap 1 $. 

Butter from is. 6d. to at. 

Cheefc from x t. 6d. to at. 

Hams from it. 6d. to as. 

Bacon from it. 6d. to as. 


d at Parramatta, at the dofe of the 

At PARRAMAfTA. 

Maize per lb. 3d. 

Rice per )b. 3d. 

Peafe or dholi 2 d. per lb. 

Flour, 6d. per lb. 

Potatoes 2d. per lb. 

Sheep lol. lot. each. 

Milch goats from 5I. 5 s. to 10 1 . 

Breeding fows from 61 . 6s. to lol. los. 

Pigs of a month old las. 

Laying hens from 7$. to 10 t. 

Full grown fowls from 7s. to los. 

Chickens 1 s. 6d. 

Frefh pork per lb. t s. 

Prime fait pork 6d. 

Sale beef 4d. 

Eggs per dozen 2 s. 

Moifl fugar per lb. 1 1. 6d. 

Tea from 6s. to i6i. 

Soap I s. 

Coffee 2$. 

Tobacco, American Brazil, 4 s. 

Tobacco of the colony 2 1. 

TIic 
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Dkcemder.] 

The price of fifh and vegetables varied from day to day ; fpirits in 
exchange were eftimated at from twelve to twenty Hiillings per gallon ; 
porter was fold from nine to ten pounds per hogfhead, or from one 
ihilHng to one (hilling and three pence per quart. 

It did not appear that the fettlershad brought any new wheat or other 
grain to market. 


CHAP. XX. 

ORDER RESPECXmO SPIRITS,— SEAMEN PUNISHED.— CONVICTS ENLISTED IN- 
TO THE NEW CORPS. REGULATIONS RESPECTING DIVINE SERVICE. — THE 

HOPE SAILS. THE BtLI.ONA ARRIVES. CARGO DAMAGED. INFORMA- 

TION. — TWO WOMEN AND A CHILD DROWNED. — THE KITTY SAILS FOR 
NORFOLK ISLAND. — RATION. — AN OFFICER SENT UP TO INSPECT THE 

CULTIVATION AT PARRAMATTA. A THEFT COMMITTED. — WORKS.— 

KANOOOROO GROUND OPENED. — SETTLERS. — LIBERTY PLAINS. — CONDI- 
TIONS. — DELLONA SAILS. — TRANSACTIONS. THE SHAH HORMUZEAR 

FROM CALCUTTA ARRIVES. — INFOR.MATION RECEIVED BY HER. THE 

DHOLL EXPENDED.— SICKNESS AND DEATH OCCASIONED BY THE AMERICAN 
SPIRITS,— THE CHESTERFIELD SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND. — CONVICTS 
SELL THEIR CLOTHING.— TWO SPANISH SHIPS ARRIVE.— INFORMATION.— 

epitaph. A CRIMINAL COURT. THE KITTY RETURNS FROM NORFOLK 

ISLAND.— FRAUD AT THE STORE AT PARRAMATTA. 

January 1793-] The lieutenant governor having directed the com- 
miflary to difpofc of the fpirits purchafed from the American to the 
military and civil oflicers of the colony, in wliich were included the 
fuperintendants, and fomc others in that line, it was found that it had 
been purchafed by many individuals of the latter defeription with the 
particular vievr of retailing it among the convicts. He therefore found it 
necclfary to declare in public orders, “ That it was his intention to make 
“ frequent inquiries on the fubjeft ; and it might be relied upon, that if 
“ it ever appeared that a convift was poflefTed of any of the liquor fo 
“ fupplied by tlie commUTary, the condudl of thofe who had thought 

LL 2 “ proper 
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“ proper to abufe what was defigned as an accommodation to the offi- 
“ cers of the garrifon, would not be pafied over unnoticed.” 

Some fuch order had indeed become very ncceflary ; for the Ame- 
rican fpirit had by fome means or other found its way among the 
convicts ; and, a difcrect ufe of it being wholly out of the queftion with 
thofe people, into.xication was become common among them. The 
free ufe of fpirits had been hitherto molt rigidly prohibited in the co- 
lony ; that is to fay, it was abfolutcly forbidden to the convids. It 
might therefore have been expeded, that when that reftraint was in 
ever fo fmall a degree removed, they would break out into ads of dif- 
order and contempt of former prohibitions. It was therefore indifpenf- 
able to the prefervation of peace and good order in the fettlement, to 
prevent, if poflible, the exiftcnce of fo great an evil as drunkennefs j 
which, if fuffered, would have been the parent of every irregularity. 
The fondnefs exprefled by thefe people for even this pernicious Ameri- 
can fpirit was incredible ; they hefitated not to go any lengths to pro- 
cure it, and preferred receiving liquor for labour, to every other article 
of provifions or clothing that could be offered them. 

The mailer of the Kitty having reprefented to the lieutenant gover- 
nor that the condud of his fliip’s company was at times fo irregular 
aiul mutinous (fome of them refuling to do their duty, going on Ihore 
and taking boats from the fhip without permifUon) that he found it 
impollible to carry on the bufmefs of the fliip, unlefs he could receive 
fome aflidance from the civil authority, the lieutenant-governor direded 
one, of whom the mafter particularly complained, Benjamin Williams, 

to receive one hundred lalhes, and another, Adams, to receive 

twenty-five lafhes. This in fome meafure checked the fpirit of dif- 
obcdieoce in the Ihip, and the duty was carried on better than before. 
Her preparations for Norfolk Illand however went on but flowly, four 
or five of her hands having left her. Thefe, together with fome other 
feainen who had been left behind from the Royal Admiral, were either 
employed in the public boats belonging to the colony, or had entered 
into the New South Wales corps; into which corps alfo feveral con- 
vids of good charader had been lately received, to complete the com- 
pany that had been formed from the marines under the command of 

Captain 
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Captain Johnfton. This company was a valuable addition, being com- 
pofed of many excellent foldiers from the marines ; who entered into 
it voluntarily, and whofe condud had met the entire approbation of 
their officers. 

On the departure of the governor, the houfc that lie had lived in was 
taken poffieffion of by the oldell captain of the corps, his apartments in 
the officers quarters being confined, and tumbling to pieces. 

Divine fervice was now performed at fix o’clock in the morning. 
For want of a building dedicated to that purpofe, many Inconveniences 
were fuffered, as well by the clergyman as by thofe who attended him. 
The lieutenant-governor therefore did not require the ceremony to be 
performed more than once a day ; and that the health of the convi£fs 
might not be injured from the heat of the fun, which at this feafon of the 
year was exceffive, he diredfed the church call to be beat at a quarter 
before fix in the morning. The overfeers were enjoined to be particu- 
larly careful to colIeA as many of their gangs to attend Mr. Johnfon as 
could conveiuently be brought together ; for, although it was not wilhed 
that the huts fhould be left without proper perfons to look after them, 
it was neverthelefs expedied, that no idle excufes fihould keep the con- 
\iCts from attending divine fervice. 

On the loth the Hope failed for Canton, the mailer having been al- 
lowed to Ihip three convidts, whofe fcntences of tranfportation had 
expired ; viz. Murphy, a fail-maker ; Sheppard, a joiner ; and Bate- 
man, a lad who had been employed as an attendant on an officer. 

At fix o’clock in the evening of Tuefday the ijth, the fignal which 
always gave fatisfadlion in the colony was made at the South head ; 
feveral boats went down, but when night clofed it was only known 
that a fhip was off. A large fire for the information of the llranger 
was made at the South head ; and at about ten o’clock the following 
morning, the Bellona tranfport, Mr. Mathew Boyd commander, an- 
chored in the cove from England ; from which place Ihe failed on the 
8th day of Augufl laft, having on board a cargo of (lores and provi- 
fions for the colony ; feventeen female convidls ; five fettlers, and their 

families ; Thorpe, a perfon engaged as a mailer mill-wright at a 

falary of tool, per annum; and Walter Broady, who returned to 
New South Wales to be employed in liis former capacity of mailer 

blackfinith. 
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blackfmith. The quakcr families which had been cxpefled for fome 
time pall had engaged to take their pafTage in the Bcllona ; but it was 
faid, that they had been diverted from their purpofe by fome mifrepre- 
fentations which had been made to them refpeding this country. 

Among other articles now received were live pipes of port wine and 
a quantity of rum, which were configned to the governor for the pur- 
pole of being fold to the officers of the civil and military eftablifhments 
at prime cod ; and three thoufand pounds of tobacco for the ufe of the 
foldiers of the garrifon and others. 

The fhameful impofitions which had been praftifed by many who 
had brought out articles for fale in the colony, and the advantage which 
had been taken in too many inftances of our ncccHitics, had been pro- 
perly dated at home, and this mcafure had been adopted by Govern- 
ment for our accommodation. The wine w'as immediately didributed; 
coming to the officer, after every cxpcncc of wharfage, &c. at 19 1. 10 s. 
per hogfhead, and the rum at five fhillings per gallon. The tobacco 
was likely to remain for fome time undifpofed of, as a quantity had 
been lately brought into the fettlement, and was felling at a lower price 
than could be taken for that imported by this lliip ; and tobacco formed 
a material article of the different invedments in the Britannia. 

With great plcafurc wc alfo found that Government, in confequence 
of the reprefentations of Governor Phillip, had diredled a drong fub- 
dantial Ruffia duck to be fubdituted for the flight unfcrviceablc Ofna- 
burghs with which the convicts had been hitherto fupplied. 

Wc learned by the Bellona, that his Majedy’s fhip Gorgon arrived 
at Spithead on the 19th of June lad. In her paffage, which flic made 
by Cape Horn, on the 1 8th of February lad, being in the latitude of 
ji* 30’ S. and longitude 34* 07' W. variation 13' 37' E. fhe fell in 
with twenty-nine iflands of ice. When the fhip reached within three 
or four miles of the fird of thefe iflands, they obferved orie compad 
body, without the fmalled appearance of any opening, bearing from 
N. N. E. to W. N. W. and w'hich with fome difficulty, being em- 
bayed *, they were enabled to clear, by hauling the fhip from N. to 

* When near thU great body of tee, the tliermometer was a$ low as Uiirty'iix degrees ; 
and U rofc from tiiat point, as (he drew* o(T, to forty degrees. 

w. s. w. 
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W. S. W. Tills was done at ten in the forenoon ; they did not reach 
the extreme wcftern point of the ice until five in the evening ; and 
from the rate at which the lliip failed, from her coming up with 
the firft illand of ice, 'until Ihc cleared the north-weft point of the 
field abovemeniioned, it was computed that (he had run full twenty 
leagues. 

It muft be remarked, that the Sirius, in the month of December 1788, 
faw feveral iflands of icc in nearly the fame latitude and longitude. 

At the Cape of Good Hope Captain Parker had met with Captain 
Edwards of the Pandora, who delivered to him Mary Braud, the 
widow of Bryant, (who efcaped to Timor in the fifliing cutter,) with 
one of the children, and only four of the male convifls who accom- 
panied Bryant in his flight. Bryant died at Batavia, with the other 
child, and two of his companions; ,one of them, James Cox, was 
faid to be drowned in the Straits of Sunda. On their arrival in 
England the ftory of their fuflferings in the boat c.xcited much com- 
panion ; and, before the Bellona failed, they had been brought up to 
the bar of the Old Bailey, and ordered by the court to remain in 
Newgate until tlie period of their original fcntencc of tranfportation 
fhould expire, there to finilb their unfuccefsful attempts to regain 
their liberty. 

While the cargo of the Bellona was landing much of it was found 
to be damaged ; the (hip had been overloaded, and had met with very 
boiftcrous weather on her palTage. This praiftice of crow'ding too 
much into one (hip had in many inftances been very prejudicial to the 
colony ; in the prefent inftance, of the Rulfia duck, which was ex- 
cellent in its kind, and which had coft the fuin of 6636 1. os. 9d. ; 
fixty-eight bales, containing thirteen thoufand one hundred and forty- 
eight yards, were damaged ; fixty-nine calks of flour alfo were found 
to be much injured. Of feventy-fix hoglheads of molaflcs, eleven 
hundred and feventy-two gallons were found to have leaked out ; one 
ca(k of pork was (linking and rotten ; feventy-nine gallons of rum, 
and one hundred and ninety-eight gallons of wine, were deficient, 
owing to improper ftowage ; three hundred and thirty-five hammocks, 
thirteen rugs, five hundred and twenty-(cven yards of brown cloths, 
and one cafe of ftationary, were rendered totally unfit for ufc. Of the 

articles 
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articles thus found to be unferviceable to the colony, there was not 
one which in its proper ftatc would not have been valuable ; and 
when the expence attending their conveyance, the rifk of the paflage, 
the inconvenience that mull be felt from the want of every damaged 
article, and the impoflibility of getting them rcplaeed for a great length 
of time, were confidered, it was difficult to afeertain their precife 
value. 

Among the occurrences of this month one appears to deferve par- 
ticular notice. On Friday the i8th, Eleanor M'Cavc, the wife of 
Charles Williams, the fettler, was drowned, togctlier with an infant 
child, and a woman of the name of Green. Thefe unfortunate people 
had been drinking and revelling with Williams the hufband and others 
at Sydney, and were proceeding to Parramatta in a fmall boat, in which 
was a bag of rice belonging to Green. The boat heeling confiderably, 
and fome water getting at the bag, by a movement of Green’s to fave 
her rice the boat overfet near Breakfaft Point, and the two women and 
the child were drowned. If affiilance could have been obtained upon 
the fpot, the child might have been faved ; for it was forced from the 
wretched mother’s grafp juft before flie finally funk, and brought on 
fliore by the father ; but for want of medical aid it expired. The pa- 
rents of this child were noted in the colony for the general immorality 
of their condudi ; they had been rioting and fighting with each other 
'the moment before they got into the boat ; and it was faid, that the 
woman had imprecated every evil to befal her and the infant Ihe car- 
ried about her, (for flie was fix months gone with child,) if Ihe ac- 
companied her hulband to Parramatta. The bodies of thefe two un- 
fortunate women were found a few days afterwards, when the wretched 
and rafcally Williams buried his wife and child within a very few feet 
of his own door. The profligacy of this man indeed manifefted itfelf 
in a ftrangc manner ; a Ihort time after he had thus buried his wife, 
he was feen fitting at his door, with a bottle of rum in his hand, and 
adlually drinking one glafs and pouring another on her grave until it 
was emptied, prefacing every libation by declaring how well flie had 
loved it during her life. He appeared to be in a ftate not far from 
infanity, as this anecdote certainly teftifies ; but the melancholy event 
had not had any other cifeA upon his mind. 

4 The 
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The Kitty tranfport being ready for fca, on Sunday the loth two 
fubaltcrns, three ferjeants, three corporals, one drummer, and fixty 
privates, of the New South Wales corps, were embarked, for the pur- 
pofe of relieving the detachment from that corps now on duly at 
Norfolk Ifland, under the command of a captain, who received orders 
to return to this fcttlement. 

On board of this fliip were alfo embarked, Mr. Clarke, the dcpuly- 
cornmiflary for Norfolk Ifland ; Mr. Pcate, the mailer carpenter, who 
came out in the Royal Admiral ; two coopers ; two taylors ; two 
officers’ fervants ; John Chapman Morris, Benjamin Ingram (purfuant 
to the conditional pardon which he received from Governor Phillip), 
and a few women : and on the 25th Ihe failed. 

On Saturday the 26th, the rice being expended, the convids re- 
ceived three pounds of flour, and the civil and militar)' one pound of 
flour in addition to the former allowance. 

In the courfe of this month the lieutenant-governor judged it nc- 
ceflTary to fend an officer to Parramatta, whom he could entruft with 
the direction of the convitls employed there and at Toongabbe in cul- 
tivation, as well as to take charge of the public grain. This bufinefs 
had always been e.\ecuted by one of the fuperintendants, under the 
Immediate infpedlion and orders of the governor, who latterly had 
dedicated the greateft part of his time and attention to thefe fcttlemcnts. 
But it was attended with infinite fatigue to his excellency ; and the bu- 
finefs had now grown fo extenfive, that it became abfolutely neceflary 
that the perfon who might have the regulation of it fhould refide upon 
the fpot, that he might perfonally enforce the c.xecution of his orders, 
and be at all times ready to attend to the various applications which 
were conftantly making from fettlers. 

The lieutenant-governor, therefore, (his prefence being required at 
Sydney, the head-quaners of his regiment, and the feat of the govern- 
ment of the country,) deputed this truft to Lieutenant John M'Arthur, 
of the New South Wales corps; the fuperintendants, ftorekeepers, 
overfeers, and convids at the two fcttlemcnts, being placed under his 
immediate infpe£lion. 

Charles Gray, a man who had rendered himfclf notorious in the 
regillers of this colony by repeated a£ls of villany, exhibited himfelf 
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again to public view at the clofe of this month, and at a time when 
every one thought him a reclaimed man. Me had been fent to Norfolk 
IHand as a place where he would liavc fewer opportunities of exercifjng 
his predatory abilities than at Sydney ; but the law having fpent its 
force againif him, he returned to this fcttlemcnt as a free man in Sep- 
tember laft. On his declaring that he was able to provide for himl'elf, 
he was allowed to work for his own fupport, and for fome time paft 
he had cut wood and drawn water for a drummer in the New South 
Wales corps, a man who, by much felf-dcnial and economy, had got 
together and laid up thirty-three guineas, for the prudent and laudable 
purpofe of hereafter apprenticing his children ; but having unfortu- 
nately and mod indifcrectly fuffered this man to know, not only that 
he had fuch a fum, but where he kept it. Gray availed himfelf of a 
convenient opportunity, and carried off the whole fum, together with 
a flrirt which lay in his way. On being taken up, (for fufpicion was 
directly fixed on him,) he readily acknowledged the theft, and cither 
was, or pretended to be, very much ill liquor. On being urged to 
rellore the property, he fent the watchmen to fcarch for it in different 
places, but without directing them to the fpot where he had concealed 
it. At lall he was taken out himfelf, when accidentally meeting the 
lieutenant-governor he threw himlelf on the ground, pretending to be 
in a fit j on which he was dircflly ordered to be lied up and punifhed 
with one hundred lalhes. After tliis he would not make any difeovery, 
and was lent to the hofpital. The drummer who had fuffered fo ma- 
terially by this wretch, although the objeil of pity, yet, knowing as 
he muff have done the charadler of the man, was certainly entitled to 
no fmall degree of blame for trufting with a fccret of fuch importance 
to his family a man who he muff have known could not have with- 
flood fo great a temptation. 

Tlic lieutenant-governor propofing to open and cultivate the ground 
commonly known by the name of the Kangooroo Ground, fituatc to 
the weftw.ard of the town of Sydney between that fettlemcnt and 
Parramatta, a gang of convidls was fent from the latter place for that 
purpofe. The foil here was much better for agriculture than that im- 
mediately adjoining to the town of Sydney, and the ground lay well 
for cultivation ; but it had hitherto been ncgleded, from its being 
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deficient in the very ciTcntial rcquifite of water ; on whidi account 
Parramatta had been preferred to it. Tlie cligitiility of cultivating ii 
was however now going to be tried j and, pcrmifllon having been 
received by the Beliona to grant lands to thofc officers who niigiit 
defire it, provided the fituations of the allotments were fuch as might 
be advantageous to bona Jide fettlers hereafter, if they evc^ ffiould fall 
into fuch hands, fevcral officers chofe this as the fpot which they 
would cultivate, and allotments of one hundred acres each were 
marked out for the clergyman, (who, to obtain a grant here, rclin- 
quiffied his right to cultivate the land allotted for the maintenance of 
a minifter,) for the principal furgeon, and for two officers of the corps. 

February.] The fettlers who came out in the Beliona having fixed 
on a fituation at the upper part of the harbour above the IHats, and 
on the fouth fide, their different allotments were furveyed and marked 
out ; and early in this month they took poffeffion of their grounds. 
Being all free people, one convift excepted, who was allowed to fettle 
with them, they gave the appellation of “ Liberty Plains' to the dif- 
trift in which their farms were fituated. The moft rcfpeftablc of 
thefc people, and apparently the beft calculated for a bona fide fcttler, 
was Thomas Rofe, a farmer from Dorfetfhire, who came out with his 
family, confiding of his wife and four children. An allotment of one 
hundred and twenty acres was marked out for him. With him came 
alfo Frederic Meredith, who formerlyjbelonged to the Sirius, Thomas 
Webb, who alfo belonged to the Sirius, with his nephew, and Edward 
Powell, who had formerly been here in the Lady Juliana tranfport. 
Powell having fince his arrival married a free woman, who came out 
with the farmer’s family, and Webb having brought a wife with him, 
had allotments of eighty acres marked out for each; the others had fixty 
each. The conditions under which they engaged to fettle were, “ To 
“ have their paffages provided by government*; an affortment of tools 
“ and implements to be furniffied them out of the public ftores; to be 
“ fupplied with two years’ provifions; their lands to be granted free of 
“ cxpence ; the fcrvice of convids alfo to be affigned them free of cx- 

• Government paid for each perfon above ten years of age the fum of eight pound* 
eight Ihilling* > and allowed one (lulling frr diem for viitualling them ; and Gxpcncc /<v 
diem for every one under that age. 
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“ pence; and thofc convifls whofe fervices might be afligned them to 
“ be I'upplied with two years’ rations and one year’s clothing.” TIte 
conviiil who fettled with thent (Walter Roufe, an iiidullrious quiet man) 
came out in the firft fleet, and being a bricklayer by trade they thought 
he might be of feme fervicc to them in conftrucling their huts. He 
had an allotment of thirty acres marked out for him. 

Many more officers availed thcmfclves of the afl'ent given by go- 
vernment to their occupying land, and fixed, feme at Parramatta and 
others in different parts of the harbour, where they thought the ground 
mod likely to turn out to their convenience and advantage. They 
began their fcttlements in high fpirits ; the neceflary tools and imple- 
ments of hufbandry were furnilhed to them from the ftorcs ; and they 
were allowed each the ufc of ten coavitds. From their exertions the 
lieutenant-governor was languine in his hopes of being enabled to in- 
creafe confidcrably the cultivation of the country ; they appeared in- 
deed to enter vigoroufly into thefe views, and not being rellrained 
from paying for labour with fpirits, they got a great deal of work 
done at their feveral farms (on thofe days when the convicts did not 
■work for the public) by hiring the different gangs; the great labour of 
burning the timber after it was cut down requiring fome fuch’extra aid. 

On the 5th of the month the Bellona was dilcharged from govern- 
ment employ. ’Fwenty-one days were allowed for the delivery of her 
cargo ; but, by taking off the people from the brick carts, and from 
fome other works, (he was cleared within the time. This (hip was of 
four hundred and fifty-four tons burthen, and was paid by govern- 
ment at the rate of four pounds four (liillings per ton per month. A 
claufe was inferred in the charter-party, forbidding the mafter to 
receive any perfon from the colony, without the exprefs confent and 
order of the governor. The governor was alfo empowered to take 
her up for the purpofes of the colony Ihould he want her ; but as the 
Dtedalus was expeded, and the Kitty was already here, both in the 
fcrvice of government, it was not neceflary to detain her, and (he 
failed on the 19th for Canton. 

The mafter having been permitted to receive on board two convifls 
(the number he requefted) whofe terms of tranfportation had expired, 
confented to his (hip being fmoked, when four people were found 
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fecreted on board, two of whom had not yet ferved the full periods of 
their fentcnces. 

To prevent this ihip’s coming on demurrage while her cargo was 
delivering, the convids worked in their own hours, as well as thofe 
allotted to the public, under a promife of having the extra time al- 
lowed them at a future day. While this labour was in hand, the 
building of the barracks flood ftlli for want of materials ; it therefore 
became neceflary, when the brick carts could again be manned, to lofe 
no time in bringing in a fuflicient number of bricks to employ the 
bricklayers. This having perfunned, they claimed their extra time, 
which now amounted to iixteen days. As it would have proved very 
inconvenient to have allowed them to remain unemplovcd for that 
number of days, the lieutenant-governor direded the commifTary to 
ifliie to each perfon fo employed half a pint of fpirits^rr diem for fix- 
teen days. Liquor given to them in this way operated as a benefit 
and a comfort to them : it was the intemperate ufe of fpirits, procured 
at the expcnce of their clothing or their provilions, which was to be 
guarded againft, and which operated as a ferious evil. 

For want of fuflicient flore room, it was found neceflary to flow a 
great part of the w'Ct provilions and flour arrived by the Bellona ia 
tiers before the provifion- flore. Care was taken to fhelter them from 
the fun and from the weather; and when the pile was coint ieted, it 
was, until the eye was accuftotned to the fight, an objed of novelty 
and wonder; it never having occurred to us lince we fu-fl built a flore, 
to have more provifions than our flores Could contain. 

Gray, who had recovered from his laft punilhment, being now 
again urged to dilcover what he had done with the drummer’s money, 
trifled until he was again puniflied, and then declared he had buried it 
in the man's garden ; but being taken to the fpot he could not find it, 
and in fad did not feem to know were to look for it. It was fup- 
pofed, that, being in liquor when he committed the robbery, he was 
ignorant how he had difpofed of the property, or that it had fallen 
into the hands of fome perfon too diflioneft to give it to the right 
owner. He was afterwards fent to the hofpital, w'hence he made his 
efcape into the woods. 


On 
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On the evening of Sunday the 24th the fignal was made at the 
South-head, a (hort time before dark, but too late to be obferved at 
the fettlement ; at nine o’clock, however, information was received by 
the boat belonging to the South-head, that a fliip from Calcutta was at 
anchor in the lower part of the harbour. In the morning (he worked 
up, and anchored juft without the cove. She proved to be the Shah 
Hormuzear, of about four hundred tons burthen, commanded by 
Mr. Matthew Wright Bampton, from Calcutta, who had embarked 
fome property on a private fpeculation for this country. Mr. Bamp- 
ton, in September laft, had failed from Bombay, with a cargo of pro- 
vifions and ftock for this fettlement ; but when near the Line, his Ihip 
fpringing a leak, he was obliged to return, and got to Bengal, where, 
with the fandtion of Lord .Cornwallis, he took on board a frelh cargo 
for the colony. At Bengal he had met with Captain Manning, who 
failed from hence in the Pitt in April laft, and who mentioned to him 
fuch articles as he thought were moft wanted in thefe fcttlements. 

Mr. Bampton had on board wheii he failed, one bull, twenty-four 
cows, two hundred and twenty Iheep, one hundred and thirty goats, 
five horfes, and fix afles ; together with a quantity of beef, flour, rice, 
wheat, gram, paddy, and fugar; a few pipes of wine, fome flat iron, 
and copper fuffleient for the Hoop’s bottom which had been received in 
frame by the Pitt, and which Captain Manning remembered to have 
been fent out without that neceflary article ; a large quantity of fpirits, 
and fome canvas. In the article of ftock, however, Mr. Bampton had 
been very unfortunate. His cattle died ; of the flieep more than half 
perifhed ; one horfe and three afles died j and very few of the goats 
furvived the voyage, a voyage by no means a long one, having been 
performed in eight weeks wanting three days, and in good weather. 
This mortality evidently did not proceed from any want of proper 
care, but was to be aferibed to their having been embarked imme- 
diately on being taken from the fields, and confequently wanting that 
ftamina which a fea-voyage required. 

The cattle that furvived was purchafed by the different officers of 
the colony, while the other part of the cargo, the fpirits and canvas 
excepted, were taken by government. Tlie amount of the whole pur- 
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chafed by government was 9603I. 5s. 6d; for although a fupply of 
provifionsjiad been lately received from England, it was but a finall 
one, and we were not yet in poflcnion of that plenty which w’ould 
have warranted our rejedling a cargo of provifions, particularly when 
brought on fpeculation. The hour of dillrefs might again arrive, .and 
occafions might occur that would excite a wnih, perhaps in vain, for 
a cargo of provifions from Ucngal. In addition to thefe reafons, it 
muft be remarked, that the different articles which were purchafed 
were of the beft quality, and offered on reafonable terms. 

By this flilp we received information, that the Queen tranfport had 
arrived fafe at Bombay ; but it was much feared that the Admiral Bar- 
rington, which failed in company with the Queen from this place on 
the 6th of January 1792, was loft, as no accounts had been received 
of her at any port in India, a confiderable time after her arrival at 
Bombay from Batavia might reafonably have been expeded. There 
arrived in the Chefterlield a perfon who had been a convid in this 
country, but who had been allowed to take his paffage on board the 
Admiral Barrington. This man quitted the Admiral Barrington at 
Batavia, and got to the Qipe in a Dutch fliip, where meeting with 
Mr. Alt, he embarked with him, and by the accident which brought 
the Chefterfield hither returned to this colony. On his arrival here, 
he circulated a report, that feveral of the convids who had got on 
board of thefe two (hips had been landed by order of the mailers at 
an ifland which they met with in their paff.ige to Batavia, inhabited 
indeed, but by favages ; and that thofe who remained experienced 
fuch inhuman treatment, that they were glad to run away from them 
at the firft port where any civilifed people were to be found. He was 
himfelf among this number, and now declared that he was ready to 
make oath to the truth of his relation if it fliould be required. If 
there was any truth in his account, and the mailers of thefe fliips did 
adually turn any people on fhore in the manner already deferibed, it 
was more than probable that an adl of fuch apparent cruelty had been 
occafioncd by fome attempt of the convitfts to take the fhips from 
them ; and the numlicrs which were fuppofed to have been on board 
(feventeen) rather juftified the fuppofition. Captain Manning, of the 
Pitt, who had taken from this fettlemcnt twenty men and nine wo- 
men, 
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men, found them fo ufelefs and troublefome, that he was very glad to 
leaTC the grcateft part of them at Batavia *, and now dcclar<;d that he 
regretted ever having received them on board. When thefe circum- 
(lances fhould be made public, it was thought that the mafters of fhips 
would not be fo defirous of recruiting their ftiips’ 'companies from 
among the inhabitants of this colony. 

The grain called dholl, which had been ilTued as part of the ration 
at the rate of three pints per man per week fince the arrival of the At- 
lantic, was difcontinued on the 25th, the whole of that article having 
been fenred out. It had been found ufeful for flock. 

At Toongabbe the workmen were now employed in conftrufting a 
bam and granary upon a very extenfive fcale. 

Among the females who died this month was one, a flout healthy 
young woman, of the name of Martha Todd, who came out in the 
Mary Ann, and fell a vidlim to a dyfenteric complaint, which feized 
her after drinking too freely of the pernicious fpirits which had been 
lately introduced into the colony. The fame fate attended James 
Hatfield, a man who had been looked upon as a fober good character. 
He was on the point of obtaining a grant of land, and came from Par- 
ramatta to Sydney for the purpofe of fpeaking about his allotment, 
when, unfortunately, he met with fomc of his friends, and partaking 
intemperately of the American rum, he w.as feized with a dyfcntcry, 
which carried him off in a few days. In this way many others were 
affedled after drinking, through want of a fufEcient flamina to over- 
come the cffcG: of the fplrit. 

March.] The repairs of the Cheflerfield having been completed, fhe 
was on the point of proceeding to fea, when the lieutenant-governor 
propofed to the mafter for the fum of 120I. to take on board a freight 
of provifions for Norfolk Ifland j which he confenting to, Ihe was 
hauled alongfidc the fhip from Bengal, and a certain proportion of 
grain was put into her ; after which, fuch fait provifions and ftores as 
were intended to be conveyed by her were fent from the colony, and 
on the 10th (he failed for Norfolk Ifland. 

In lieu of the three pints of dholl, which were now difcontinued, an 
additional pound of flour was ferved ; the civil and military receiv- 

At that grave of Europcani die Fin loll eighteen of her people. 
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ing eight pounds, and the convids fevcn pounds of flour per week, 
from the 9th ; and in order to make a little room in the ftore, and that 
the officers might be accotnmoilated with a better kind of flour, they 
were permitted to receive from the commiflary two cafks of American 
flour each, which were to be deduded from their ration. 

The fliip from Bengal, which was manned with Lafears, had no 
fooner hauled into the cove, and opened a communication with the 
fhorc, than a pradicc commenced among the convids of difpofing of 
the flops and blankets which they had lately received to the Lafears, 
who, trembling with the cold even of this climate, very readily availed 
themfclvcs of llieir propenfity to part with them ; which was fo great, 
that it became neceflary to punifli with feverity fuch offenders as were 
deteded. 

On Tticfday the 12th the fignal was made at the South Head, and by 
the noon of the following day two Spanifli fhips anchored in the lotver 
part of the harbour. An officer from one of them arriving at the 
fcttlement, we learned that they were the two fhips of whofe expeded 
arrival information had been received from government in the year 
1790 ; and to whom it was recommended that every attention fhould 
be paid. They were named the Defeuvierta and Atrevida (the Difeo- 
very and the Intrepid) ; the former commanded by Don Alexandro 
Malafpina, with a broad pendant as the commander of the expedition, 
and the latter by Don Josd de Buflamantc y Guerra. They had been 
three years and a half from Europe on a voyage of difeovery and in- 
formation ; and ,were now arrived from Manilla, after a paffage of 
ninety-fi.x days ; touching in their way hither at Dulky Bay in New 
Zealand, from which they had failed about a fortnight. 

On their coming up, they anchored juft abreaft of the two points 
which form Sydney Cove, declining fainting, as it was not in our power 
to return it. Thefc fliips wete of three hundred and five tons burden 
each, and were built for the particular voyage on which they were fent. 
Great care was obfervable in their conftruftion, both as to the ftrength 
of the veffels and the accommodation of the officers and the equipage. 
They were well manned, and had, befide the officers cuftomary in 
king’s fhips, a botanift and limner on board each veffel. 
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They had vlfitcd all the Spanilh poflelTions in South America and 
other parts of the world, afccrtaining with prccifion their boundaries 
-and fituations ; gaining much information refpeCting their culloms and 
manners, their importance with regard to the mother country, their 
various prodinflions commercial, agricultural, botanical, and mineral. 
For all which purpofes the officers on board appeared to have been fe- 
leflcd with the happieft fuccefs. They moft forcibly reminded us of 
the unfortunate Count dc la Peyroufe and his followers, of whom 
thefe gentlemen had only heard that they were no more ; and for whefe 
deftiny they expreffed a feeling arifing from their having traverfed the 
ocean in the fame purfuit, and followed in the fame path. Equally 
finccre and polite as Count de la Peyroufe, the Spanilh commodore 
paid a tribute to the abilities and memory of our circumnavigator Cook, 
in whofe fteps the Chevalier Malafpina, who was an Italian marquis 
and a knight of Malta, declared it was a pleafure to follow, as it left 
him nothing to attend to, but to remark the accuracy of his obferva- 
tions. They loft at the illand of Luconia Don Antonio I^ineda, a 
colonel of the Spanilh guards, who was charged with that department 
of the expedition which rcfpe^led the natural hiftory of the places they 
vifitcd. They fpoke of him in high terms as a man of fcience and a 
gentleman, and favoured us with an engraving of the monument which 
they had caufed to be erefted over his grave at the place where he died; 
and from which the following infeription was copied : 

AkTONIO . PiXEDA . 

Tribune . Militum . 

Vittute . In . Patriam . Bello . Armifque . Infigni . 

Natural . Demum . IndefdTo . Scrutator! . 

Trienni . Arduo . Itinere . Orbis . Extrema . Adiit . 

TeUuris . Vifeera . Pelagi . Abyflbs . Andiumqne . Cacumina . Luftrans . 

Vitae . Simul . Et . Laborum . Gravium . 

Diem . Supremum . Obiit . In . Luconia . Phillipicarum . 

VI Calendas . Julii . M.D.C.C X.C.II. 

Prematuram . Optimi . Mortem . 

Loget . Patria . Luget . Fauna . Lugent . Amid . 

Qui . Hocce . Pofucre . Monumentutn . 
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The monument was defigned by Don Fernando Bramblla, the land- 
feape-painter on board the Atrcvlda ; and the infeription did credit to 
the clafTical knowledge of Senor Don Fadco Hccncke, the botanill 
on board the Defeuvierta. 

Having requefted pcrmillion to crefl. an obfervatory, they chofe the 
point of the cove on which a fmall brick hut had been built for Ben- 
nillong by Governor Phillip, making ufc of the hut to fccurc their 
inflruments. They did not profefs to be in want of much alliflance ; 
but fuch as they did require was directed to be furnilhed them without 
any c.vpence ; it was indeed too inconfiderable to become an objedt 
of charge. 

The arrival of thefe ftrangers, together with that of the fliip from 
Bengal, gave a pleafant diverfity to the dull routine that commonly 
prevailed in the town of Sydney ; every one ftriving to make their 
abode among us as cheerful as poflible, and to convince them, that 
though fevered from the mother country, and refiding in woods 
and among favages, we had not forgotten the hofpitalities due to a 
ftranger. 

The commiflion of offences was now fo frequent, that it had be- 
come neceffary to affemble the criminal court during this month ; 
and William Afhford, a lad who had been drummed out of the New 
South Wales corps, was tried for ftealing fcvcral articles of wearing 
apparel from fome of the convidts ; of which being convidlcd, he was 
fentenced to receive three hundred lalhes. 

O.n the 2tft the Kitty returned from Norfolk Ifland, having on 
Tioard Captain Paterfon and his company of the new corps, together 
with a number of free people and convidls ; amounting in all to one 
hundred and feventy-two perfons; Governor King having been de- 
fired to get rid of any fuch charadfers as might be dangerous or trou- 
blefomc to him. 

Mr. King wrote very favourably of the Bate of the fcttlemcnts under 
his command. The crops of wheat and maize had produced fo abun- 
dantly, as to infure him a fufficicncy of that article for the next 
twelve months. The inhabitants were healthy ^ and fuch had been 
the effcdls of feme wholefomc regulations, and the attention of the 
magidrales to enforce them, that for the lad three months not any 
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offence deferring of punilhmcnt had been committed, nor a cob of 
corn purloined either of private or public property. 

At the departure of the Kitty, he was bufied in erefling foinc ne- 
ceflary buildings, as barracks, a granary, ftorchoulcs, &c. and had 
completed a very excellent houfe for his own ufe. Limc-ftotie having 
been found in great abundance on Norfolk Uland, enabled him to build 
with more extent and fecurity than had hitherto been done even in 
New South Wales. Several calks of this ufeful article were now im- 
ported in the Kitty, with a quantity of plank. 

Captain Johnfton’s company in the new corps received fomc ad- 
dition by this (hip. Eiglii of the marine fettlcrs, whofe grounds, on 
extending the lines of their allotments, were found to interfedl each 
other, and who had declined fuch accommodation as Governor King 
thought it proper to offer them, had refigned their farms, and pre- 
ferred returning to their former profcffion. 

Toward the latter end of the month information was received of 
fome nefarious pradiccs which had been carrying on at the ftore at 
Parramatta ; the fum of which was, that the two convidls who had 
been employed in iffuing the provifions under the ftorekeeper had been 
for fome time in the habit of ferving out on each iffuing-day an extra 
allowance of provifions to one, or occafionally to two meffes. The 
meffes confifted of fix people, and one of thefe fix taking any mefs 
he chofc) ufed to be previoufly informed by one or other of the 
convids who ferved the provifions, that an extra allowance for the 
whole mefs svould be ferved to him, which he was to receive and 
convey away, taking care to return the allowance to them at night, 
then to be divided into three lharcs. To accomplilh this fraud, an 
opportunity was to be taken of the fforekeeper’s abfcnce, which might 
happen during the courfe of a long ferving, and for which they took 
care to watch. On his return the mefs for which one allowance had 
juft been ferved was publicly called, and the whole ferved a fccond 
lime. With this pradice they had trufted nine or ten different people; 
and the wife of one man, who had aflifted in the crime, in a fit of 
drunkennefs confeffed the whole. 

On examination before the judge-advocate it .appeared, in addition 
to the above circumftanccs, that this fchemc had been carried on for 
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about two months part ; but there was little doubt of its having esifted 
much longer. 

It was no difficult matter to difeover the perfons who had affided in 
this praclice ; and on tlieir being taken up fevcral confclTcJ the fliarc 
that they and others had had in it ; upon which the lieutcnant-go\ ernor 
ordered them all to be Icverely punifhed. 

In the Kitty arrived one of the fuperintendants who had at Norfolk 
Ifland been employed in manufacturing the flax plant ; but which, for 
want of fome neceflary tools, he could not bring to much pcrl'edion. 
Thefc had been written for to England, and he came hither to be 
employed at thel'e fettlements till they fliould arrive. He was now 
fent up to Toongabbe, to fuperintend the delivery of provifions at that 
place. 

Notwithftanding the orders which had been given refpeifting fpirits 
being in the polleflion of the conviCts, on a fcarch made in fome 
fufpeCted houfes, fourteen or fifteen gallons were found in one night; 
and, being feized by the watchmen and the guard, were divided among 
them as a ftimulus to future vigilance. The evil efieCt of this fpirit 
was perceptible in the number of prifoners whieh were to be found 
every morning in the watch-houfe ; for, when intoxicated, it could 
not be expeCIed that people of this defeription would be very careful 
to avoid breaking the peace. 
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CHAP. XXL 

THE SPANISH SHIPS SAIL.^T HE CHESTERFIELD RETURNS FROM NOR FOLK. ISLAND. 
—•A CONTRACT ENTERED INTO FOR BRINt>INO CATTLE FROM INDIA TO 

THIS COUNTRY. PROVISIONS EMBARKED ON BOARD THE BENGAL SHIP FOR 

NORFOLK ISLAND.— “THE DiliDALUS ARRIVES.— CATTLE LOST.— DISCOVERIES 

BY CAPTAIN VANCOUVER. TWO NATIVES OF NEW ZEALAND BROUGHT IN. — 

BENGAL SHIP SAILS.— PH^^NOMENON IN THE SKY. THE HOURS OF LABOUR 

AND RATION ALTERED. — LEAD STOLEN.— DETACHMENT AT PARR.SMATTA 
RELIEVED. ACCIDENT AT THAT SETTLEMENT.^ — LANDS CLEARED BY OFFI- 

CERS.— MUTINY ON BOARD THE KITTY. — THE KITTY SAILS FOR ENGLAND.— 
HIS majesty's BIRTH-DAY. STATE OF THE PROVISION STORE. — THE BRI- 

TANNIA ARRIVES. — LOSS OF CATTLE.— GENERAL ACCOUNT OF CATTLE PUR- 
CHASED, LOST IN THE PASSAGE, AND LANDED IN NEW SOUTH WALRS.— 
NATIVES. 

April.] The Spanifli officers having nearly completed the aftrono- 
mical obfervalions which the commodore thought it nccelTary to make 
in this port, that officer fignified his intention of fliortly putting to 
fea on the further profecution of the inftru£lions and orders which he 
had received from his court. Previous to their departure, however, 
the lieutenant-governor, with the officers of the fettlement and of the 
corps, were entertained firft on board the Defeuvierta, and the next 
day on board the Atrevida, the lieutenant-governor being each day 
received with a falute of nine guns, with the Spanifli flag hoifted on 
the foretopmaft-head, being the compliment that is paid in the Spanifli 
fervicc to a lieutenant-general. The dinner was prepared and ferved 
up after their own cuftom, and bore every appearance of having been 
furnilhed from a plentiful market The healths of our refpedlive 
fovercigns, being united in one wifli, were drank with every token of 
approbation, under a difeharge of cannon ; and “ Profperity to the 

• A ftnall cow from Monterrejr was facriCccd on the occaGon, 
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“ Hritifh colonies in New South Wales” concluded the ceremonials 
of each day. 

The commodore prcfentcd the lieutenant-governor with two draw- 
ings of this fettkment, and one of Parramatta, done in Indian ink, by 
F. Brambila ; together with a copy of the aftronomical obfervations 
which had been made at the obfervatory, and at Parramatta. From 
thefe it appeared that the longitude of the obfervatory which they had 
crciffed at the Point, deduced from forty-two fets of dlftances of the 
fun and moon, taken on the morning of the 2d of this month, 
was - - - - - 151’ 18' 8 ' E. from Greenwich ; 

And the latitude, - - 33' 51' 28" S. 

Tlie latitude of the governor’s houfe 

at Parramatta was - - 33* 48’ o" S. 

And the diftance weft from the obfervatory about nineteen miles. 

The commodore left a packet with difpatchcs for the Spanith am- 
baflador at the court of London, to be forwarded by the firft fhip 
■which (hould depart hence diredl for England ; and on the 1 ath both 
fhips failed. Their future route was never exadlly fpoken of by them ; 
but, from what the officers occafionally threw out, it appeared that 
they expeAed to be in Europe in about fourteen months from their 
departure. They fpoke of vifiting the Society and Friendly Iflands, 
and of proceeding again to the coaft of South America. 

As it had been the general with to render the refidcncc of thefe 
ftrangets' among us as picafant as our fituation would allow, we re- 
ceived with great fatisfailion the expreffions of regret which they 
tetlificd at their departure, a regret that was at Icaft equally felt on 
our part. Our fociety was very fmall ; we could not therefore but 
fcnfibly feel the departure of thefe gentlemen, -who united to much 
fcientific knowledge tbofe qualities of the heart which render men 
amiable in fociety ; and the names of Malafpina, BuPamante, Tova, 
Efpinofa, Concha, Ccvallos, Murphy •, Robredo, Quintano, Viana, 
Novales, Pineda f, Bauza, Fleenckc t. Nee J, Ravenet §, and Bram- 
bila §, were not likely to be foon forgotten by the officers of this fet- 


• This gentlcmin was of Irifli eitraflion. f Brother to D. A. Pineda. 
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ticmcnt. Durinj; their (lay here, the greatcfl harmony fubfifted be- 
tween the feamen of the two fhips and our people, the latter in but 
few inftanccs cxercifing their . nimblc-fingercd talents among them ; 
fuch, however, as did choofc to hazard a difplay, and were detecled, 
were fevercly punilhed. 

A few days before thefe Ihips left us, the Cheftcrficld returned 
(after an abfence of only lltlrty days) from Norfolk Hland, where llie 
landed fafely every thing flic had on board for that fcttlcment. Mr. Alt 
anchored for fome days in Cafeade Bay, where Governor King had 
conflrudted a wharf, and had hopes of making the landing more conve- 
nient than could ever be pradicable at Sydney Bay. This was truly a 
defidcratuin, as few fliips had gone to this ifland without having in the 
courfe of their ftay either been blown off, or been in foinc danger on 
the fliorc. It was underflood that fcarcely any thing Icfs than a mi- 
racle could have faved the Kitty from being wrecked on a rock jufl 
off the reef. 

The mafler of the Shah Ilormuzear having laid before the lieute- 
nant-governor fome propofals for bringing cattle to this country, they 
were taken into confideration ; and as the introducing cattle into the 
colony was a inoft dcfirable objedl, and Bengal had been pointed out 
as the fettlement from which they were to be procured, after fome 
days a contradl was entered into between Mr. Bampton on his own 
part, and the lieutenant-governor on behalf of the crown, wherein it 
was covenanted, that Mr. Bampton fliould freight at fome poa in 
India a Ihip with one hundred head of large draught cattle; one hun- 
dred and fifty tons of the heft provifion rice, and one hundred and 
fifty tons of dholl, both articles to be equal in quality to famples then 
produced and approved of ; and one hundred tons of the beft Irilh 
cured beef or pork ; or, in lieu of the fait provifions, fifty tons of 
rice. For the cattle, it was covenanted on the part of the crown that 
Mr. Bampton fliould receive at the rate of thirty-five pounds flcrling 
per head for all that he (hoidd land in a merchantable condition in the 
colony ; for the rice he was to be paid twenty-fix pounds flerling, and 
for the dholl eighteen pounds flerling, for every merchantable ton 
which fliould be landed ; and, laflly, for the fait provifions he was to 
receive four-pence halfpenny per pound for ail that fliould be landed 
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in proper condition. In this contrad there were feveral conditions 
and rellri^Lions, and the mailer was bound in one thoufand five hun- 
dred pounds penalty to fulhl them. 

The lieutenant-governor, wifliing to fend a fupply to Norfolk I (land 
fuiTicicnt to place that fettlemcnt, as far as depended upon him, in a 
comfortable ftate in point of provifions, engaged the Shah Hormuzear 
to carry two hundred and twenty tons of provifions thither for the 
Aim of 220 1 .; and the quantity now feat, added to what the Kitty and 
ChcAerfield had already conveyed, infured to Governor King provi- 
fions for more than twelvemonths for all his people at the full ration. 
Mr. Bampton engaging the CheAerfield to carry fome part of thefe 
provifions, both (hips began taking thenk in, and by the 19th had 
quitted the cove, intending to fail the following morning ; but 
the fignal being made for a fail at daylight, tliey waited to fee the 
event.. 

At the clofe of the evening of the aoth the Dzdalus Aoreihip 
anchored in the cove, from the north-weft coaft of America. The 
Daedalus left England with a cargo of provifions and (lores, confiding 
chiefly of articles of traffic, for the ufe of the vclTels under the com- 
mand of Captain Vancouver, whom (he joined at Nootka Sound on 
the north-weft coaft of America ; and it was defigned that (he ftiould, 
after delivering her cargo, be difpatched to this colony with fuch (lock 
as (he might be able to procure from the difieient iflands whereat (he 
might touch, and be afterwards employed as the fcrvice might require, 
(hould Captain Vancouver not make any application for her return 
which was thought probable, as well as that he might require fome 
alTiftance from the. colony. , 

Captain Vancouver, after taking out as much of the cargo as could 
be received on board the veflels under his command, difpatched her 
according to his orders, although not fo early as he could have wifhed, 
owing to particular clrcumftances ; and he was now obliged to fend 
with her a requlfiiion for, the remainder of the provifions and (lores 
being returned to him, together vnth a certain quantity of provifions 
from the colony ; the whole to be difpatched from hence fo as to join 
him either at Nootka, or fome of the Sandwich Illands, in the month 
of OflobcS next. 
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The agent Lieutenant Richard Hergift, who left England in thU 
fhip, was unfortunately killed, together with a Mr. Gootch (an alfto> 
noracr, on his way to join Captain Vancouver) and one feaman, at 
Wahoo, one of the Sandwich Iflands, where they touched to procure 
refrdhmcnts. Captain Vancouver had replaced this oflicer, by Lieu- 
tenant James Hanfou, of the Chatham armed-tender, who now ar- 
rived in the fhip. ' ’ 

On board of the Daedalus were embarked at Monterrey, a Spanilh 
fcttlcment at a fliort diftance from Nootka, fix bulls, twelve cows, fix 
rams, and eight ewes ; and at Otaheitc, Lieutenant Hanfon took on 
board upwards of one hundred hogs, (moft of them, unluckily, bar- 
rows,) of all which (lock four fhcep and about eighty hogs only fur- 
vived the paffage. The lofs of the cattle was attributed to their hav- 
ing been caught wild from the woods, and put on board without ever 
having tailed dry food. The major part of the hogs, apparently of a 
fine breed, arrived in very poor condition. 

Lieutenant Hanfon, having touched at the northcrnmoll ifland of 
New Zealand, brought away with him two natives of that country, 
having received dircdlions to that effcdl for the purpofe of inflruAing 
the fettlers at Norfolk Ifland in the manufadlure of the flax plant. 
Tliey were both young men, and, as they arrived before the depart- 
ure of the Shah Honnuzear, the lieutenant-governor determined to 
fend them at once to Norfolk Ifland. ’ 

Captain Vancouver tranfmitted by Lieutenant Hanfon a chart and 
drawings of a fpacious harbour, which he difeovered on the fouth- 
weft coall of this country, and which he named King George the 
Third’s Sound. Its fituation was without the line preferibed-'as the 
boundary of the Britifh poOeflions in this country, being in the lati- 
tude cf 35' 05' 30" South, and longitude 118° 34' o" E, He alfo 
fent an account of the difeovery of a dangerous duller of rocks, 
which he named the Snares, the largeft of which was about a league 
in circuit, and lay in latitude 48* 03’ S. and longitude 166° 20' Eall, 
bearing from the South-end of New Zealand S. 40 W, true, twenty 
leagues dillant; and from the fouthernmoll part of the Traps (rocks 
difeovered by Captain Cook) S. 67 J- W. true, twenty leagues diflant. 
The larged of thefe rocks, which was the hightll and tifl: northeaft- 
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crnmoft, might be fecn in dear weather .about eight or nine leagues : 
the whole elufter was compofed of feven barren rocks, extending in a 
diredion about N. 70 E. and S. 70 W. true, oceupylng the fpace of 
about three leagues. 

The Chatham, being feparated in a gale of wind from the Difeo- 
very, fell in with an illand, which was named “ Chatham IDand,” and 
along the north-fide of which flic failed for twelve leagues. Its in- 
habitants much refembled the natives of New /Zealand, and it was 
fituated in hititude 43° 48' S. and longitude 183' 02' Eaft. 

■ We learned from Lieutenant Hanfon, that the Matilda whaler, 
which failed Kence in the latter end of the year 1791, on her fifliing 
voyage, was wrecked on a reef in 22° South latitude, and 138’ 30' 
Weft longitude. The mafter and people reached Otaheitc, from whence 
feme were taken by an American vcffel, and fome by Captain Bligh 
of the Providence. Five failors only remained on the ifland, with one 
runaway convid from this place, when the Dasdalus touched there in 
her route hither, and of that number one lailor only could be prevailed 
on to quit it. 

We had now the fatisfadion of learning that Captain Bligh had 
failed for Jamaica in July laft, with ten thoufand bread-fruit plants on 
board in fine order j having fo far accomplifticd the objed of this his 
fecond million to that ifland. 

The natives from New Zealand having been put on board the Shah 
Hormuzear at the laft moment of her ftay in port. Lieutenant Hanfon 
remaining with them until the fliip was without the Heads, Ihe failed, 
together with the Chcfterfield, on the 24th. 

Mr. Bampton purpofed making his paflage to India through the 
ftraits at the fouth end of New Guinea, known by the name of Torres’s 
Straits. Captain Hill, of the New South Wales corps, took his paflTage 
to England hy the w.ny of India with Mr, Bampton. 

But few convids were allowed to quit the colony in thefe ftiips ; 
four men and one woman only, whofc terms of tranfportation were 
expired, being received on board. 

Gray, who had abfeonded from the hofpital in February laft, made 
his appearance about the latter end of this month at Toongabbe, where 
he was deteded in ftealing Indian corn. 
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Richard Sutton was Aabbed with a knife in the belly by one 
Abraham Gordon, at the houfe of a female convift, on fome quarrel 
refpedling the woman, and at a time when both were inflamed with 
liquor. In the ftruggle Sutton was alfo dangcroufly cut in the arm ; 
and when the furgeon came to drefs him, he found fix inches of the 
omentum protruding at the wound in his belly. Gordon was taken 
into cuftody. 

Some people were taken up at Parramatta on fufpicion of having 
murdered one of the watchmen belonging to that fcttlement ; the cir- 
cumftances of which affair one of them had been overheard relating to 
a fellow-convifl, while both were under confinement for fome other 
oflence. A watchman certainly had been miffing for fome time paft ; 
but after much inquiry and invefligation nothing appeared that could 
furnifh matter for a criminal profecution againfl them. 

A foldier, who had been.fentenced by a court-martial to receive 
three hundred lathes, on being led out to receive his punifhment, at- 
tempted to cut his throat, wounding himfelf under the ear with a 
knife. The punifhment was put off until the evening, when he de- 
clared that he was the perfon who killed the watchman at Parranutta, 
which he effeded by fhooting him ; and that he would lead any on* 
to the place where the body lay. This, however, not preventing his 
receiving as much of his punifhment as he could bear, he afterwards 
declared that he knew nothing of the murder, and had accufed himfelf 
of perpetrating fo horrid a crime folely in the hope of deferring his 
punifhment. 

The natives, who now and then fhewed themfelves about the diflant 
fettlements, toward the latter end of the month wounded a convict 
who was taking proviftons from Parramatta to a fettler at Profped Hill. 
The wound was not dangerous ; but it occafioned the lofs of the pro- 
vifions with which he was entrufted. 

The rains of this month came too late to fave the Indian com of 
the feafon, which now wore a moft unpromifing appearance. A grain 
had been lately introduced into the fettlemcnt, and grown at Toon- 
gabbe, and other placet, which promifed to aufwer very well for 
flock. It was the caffre corn of Africa, and had every appearance of 
proving a ufeful grain. 

An 
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An extraordinary appearance in the Iky was obferred by feveral 
people between hve and fix o’clock in the evening of Friday the 12th 
of this month. It was noticed in the north-wed, and appeared as if a 
ray of forked lightning had been dationary in that quarter of the iky 
for about fifteen minutes, which was the time it was vifible. It was 
not to be difeerned, however, after the fun had quitted the horizon. 

May.] The days being confiderahly (hortened, and the weather 
having lately been bad, it became neceflary to alter the hours of labour. 
On the firft of May, therefore, the lieutenant-governor directed that the 
convidls employed in cultivation, thofe employed under the mader 
bricklayer, and thofe who worked at the brick carts and timber car- 
riages, (hould labour from feven in the morning until ten, red from 
that time until three in the afternoon, and continue at their work till 
funfet. The carpenters, whofe bufinefs modly lay within doors, and 
who were therefore not expofed to the weather, were direAed to work 
one hour more in the afternoon, beginning at one indead of two o’clock. 

On the 4th the weekly ration was altered, the ixule convids receiving 
(indead of feven) four pounds of-, flour, to which were added four 
pounds of wheat and four pounds of maize ; the allowance of fait pro- 
vifions continued the fame ; but, the oil being expended, fix ounces of 
fugar were ilfued in lieu of that article. The wheat was that received 
from Bengal, and the maize was iflued the fird week (helled, but un- 
ground ; on the fecond the people received it in the cob, getting fix 
pounds in that date in lieu of four fhellcd. Tliit was unquedionably 
a good ration, and when a fufficient number of mills were put up to 
grind the maize and the wheat, the people themfelves allowed it to be fo. 

With a ration that they admitted to be a good one, with about fix 
hours labour during five days of the week, and with the advantages of 
gardens and good huts, the fituation of the convi^ might at this period 
be deemed comfortable, and fuch as precluded all excufe for mifeondu^ 
Garden robberies were, notwithdanding, often committed at Sydney ; 
and at the other fettlements the maize which was dill in the field fuSer- 
cd confidetable depredation. 

A uidinfUon was made in the ration ferved to the civil and military, 
they receiving weekly fix indead of eight pounds of flour, two pounds 
of wheat, and four pounds of maize per man. 
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About the middle of the month the •weather was remarkably bad. 
In the forenoon of the 15th a report was fpread, in the midft of a moll 
violent fquall of wind and rain, that a fliip was coming in. The wind 
having blown from the fouthward for forae days before favoured the 
flory, and, every one who heard it believing it to be true, the town was 
foon in motion notwithftanding the ftorm ; for, although it was not fo 
rare as it had been to hear of a Ihip, yet there was always fomething 
cheering and grateful, and perhaps ever will be, in entertaining the idea 
that our fociety was perhaps about to be incrcafed, and that we were 
on the point of receiving intelligence from our connedions, or in- 
formation of what was doing in that world from which we felt them- 
felves aimed fevered. On this occalion, however, we .were difap- 
pointed ; for, on the return of a boat which had been fent to the South 
Head, we were Informed that the fignal had not been made, nor a Ihip 
feen to occafion it. But we had been well trained in New South Wales 
to meet and endure difappointment ! 

, On the night of this day, during the very heavy rain which fell, fome 
perfon or perfons found means to take off, undifeovered by the centinel 
at the dore on the ead fide, five hundred weight of Iheet lead, which 
had been landed from the Dxdalus, and rolled to the dorchoufe door, 
where, being an article not likely from its weight to become an eafy 
objed of depredation, it was fuppofed to be perfcdly fafe. A very 
diligent fearch was made, but without fuccefs ; and it remained undif- 
eovered until the ayth, when a feaman belonging to the Kitty tranf- 
port, on the ebbing of a fpring tide, perceived it lying on the Ihore at 
low-water mark, oppofite to the fpot where the Dxdalus lay at anchor. 
From this circumdance fufpicion fell upon the people belonging to that 
flilp ; but as any defign they could have in dealing it was not very 
obvious, it was more probable that fome of the convidls had dropped it 
there for the purpofe of fecrcting it till a future day, when it would 
have been got up, and cad into ihot for thofe who arc allowed to 
kill game. 

About the end of the month the detachment of the New South Wales 
coqJS on duty at Parramatta was relieved. The party that remained 
there was placed under the command of Lieutenant M'Arthur, the 
officer charged with the diredion of the civil dutips of that fettlc- 
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ment. The relief took place by land, the party from Sydney march- 
ing up in about feven hours, and that from Parramatta arriving at theif 
quarters in Sydney in fomething more than fix. The computed diilance 
by land is between feventeen and eighteen miles. 

On the 29th our colours were difplayed at the fort, in grateful re- 
membrance of the reftoration of monarchy in England. 

Information was the fame day received from Parramatta, that on the 
evening of Saturday the 24th a fcttler of the name of Liflc, having 
been drinking at the houfe of Charles Williams with Rofe Burk (a 
woman with whom he cohabited) until they were very much intoxi- 
cated, as he was returning to his farm through the town of Parramatta, 
a difpute arofe between him and the woman, during which a gun that 
he had went off, and the contents lodged in the woman’s arm below the 
elbow, fhattcring the bones in fo dreadful a manner as to require imme- 
diate amputation ; which Mr. Arndell, being fortunately at home, dircAly 
performed. The unhappy woman acquitted her companion of any in- 
tention to do her fo ihocking an injury, and when the account reached 
Sydney fire was in a favourable way. 

In this accident Williams, it is true, had no further-ihare than what 
he might claim from their having intoxicated themfelves .at his houfe ; 
but that, however, efiablilhed him more firmly in the opinion of thofe 
who could judge of his conduit as a public nuifance. 

The principal labour in hand at Sydney at this time was what the 
building of the barracks occafioned ; and at the other fcttlcmcnts the 
people were chiefly employed in getting into the ground the grain for 
the enfuing fcafon, and in preparing for fowing the maize This 
article of fubfiftence having in the late feafon proved very unprofit- 
able, the average quantity being not more than fix bufhels per acre in 
the whole, the lieutenant-governor determined to fow with wheat as 
much of the public grounds as he could ; and every fettler who chofe 
to apply was permitted to draw as much wheat from the public gra- 
nary as his ground required, proper care being taken to infure its being 
applied folely to that ufc. At Toongabbe no addition had been made 
to the public ground fince Governor Phillip’s departure ; but by a fur- 
vey made at the latter end of this month it appeared, that the officers 
to. whom lands had been granted, had cultivated ai^ cleared two hun- 
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drcd and thirty-three acres, and had cut down the tintber from two 
hundred and nineteen more. All the fettlcrs of a different defeription 
had added fomething to their grounds ; and there were many who 
might be pronounced to be advancing fall toward the comfortable 
fituation of independent farmers. 

Tlic quantity of land granted fmee the governor’s departure 
amounted to one thoufand five hundred and feventy-five acres, eight 
hundred and thirty of which lay between the towns of Sydney and of 
Parramatta, the lieutenant-governor wifhing and purpofing to form a 
chain of farms between thefr fettiements. The advantages to be de- 
rived from this communication were, the opening of an extent of 
country in the neighbourhood of both towafhips, and the benefit t^at 
would ultimately accrue to the colony at large from the cultivation of 
a track of as good land as any that had been hitherto opened ; by 
fome indeed it was deemed fuperior to the land immediately about 
Parramatta or Toongabbe. In this chain, on the Parramatta fide, 
were placed thofe fettlers who came out in the Bcllona ; and although 
they had only taken pofTeflion of their frrms about the middle of Fe- 
bruary, they had got fome ground ready for wheat, and by their in- 
duftry had approved themfelves deferring of every encouragement. 

June.] The Kitty tranfport, which, fince her arrival from Norfolk 
Ifland on the 2 iff of April lafl, had been fitting for her return to Eng- 
land, at length hauled out of the cove on the id of this month, it 
being intended that (he fhould fail on the following morning. Her 
departure, however, was delayed by the appearance of a mutiny 
among the failors at the very moment of being ordered to get the 
anchor up and proceed to fea. The madcr, George Ramfay, had fre- 
quently complained of fome of the failors belonging to the fhip for 
various offences, and feveral of them had been punifhed on fhore; 
one in particular, Benjamin Williams, for redding Mr. Ramfay’s au- 
thority as mader of this (hip, had been punifhed with one hundred 
ladies. This man, and four or five of the other failors, having pro- 
cured half a gallon of liquor from a man who (his term of tranfport- 
ation having expired) was permitted to return to England, were found 
by the mader drinking, and with a light burning in the forecadle, at 
the late and impro|er hour of twelve o’clock on the night preceding 
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their Intendeil falling. On being ordered to put out the light, they 
refufed, Williams declaring with an oath, that if the inafter extin- 
guiflied it, he would light it again. This, how'ever, the mailer effedled ; 
but on his afterwards going forward for the purpofe of difeovering if 
they had procured another light, he was feized by Williams and the 
other failors, and thrown clear of the Iliip into the water, fortu- 
nately he could fwim, a circumftance unknown to tliefe mifereants, 
and he reached the fhip’s fide, whence, the mate coming to his allift- 
ance, he was, though with fome difficulty, being a very he.avy man, 
got into the fhip. The maftcr, notwithflanding the outrage which he 
had thus experienced at their hands, would have contented himfelf 
with making a depofilion of the circumftance, and have put to fea the 
next morning ; but when he ordered the topfails to be hoifted, and 
the fhip got under way, Williams flood forward, and, for himfelf and 
the reft, declared with much infolence, that the anchor fhould not be 
moved until the proper number of hands belonging to the fliip were 
on board *. The anchor, however, was got up by the afliftance of the 
paffengers and fome people who had boats from the fettlement along- 
fide, and with the wind at weft fhe dropped gradually down the har- 
bour. Tire lieutenant-governor, on being informed by fome oflicers 
who were prefent of the dangerous and alarming temper which the 
feamen manifcflcd on board, refolved, by taking a firm and very 
active part, to crufli the diforder at once. He accordingly went 
on board in perfon, with fome foldiers, and, ordering the fhip to be 
brought to an anchor, returned with Williams, and two others who 
were pointed out by the mailer as his confederates, not only in refuf- 
ing the duty of the fhip, but in throwing him overboard during the 
preceding night. This rcfolute flep was inftantly followed up by their 
being taken to the public parade, and there punifhed, Williams with 
one hundred and fifty, and his companions with one hundred lafhes 
each, by the drummers of the New South Wales corps. At the 
place and in the moment of punilhment Williams’s courage forfook 
him, and the fpirit which he had difplayed on board the Kitty was all 

• SIic was deficient iliree men and two boys. The latter had run away the night 
before. 

P P evapo- 


Digitized by Google 


390 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [1793. 

evaporated *. He would have faid or done any thing to have averted 
the la(h. 

The appearance of a mutiny is at all times and in every fituation to 
he dreaded; but in this country nothing could be more alarming. 
The lieutenant-governor faw the affair in that light ; and with a cele- 
rity and firmnefs adapted to the exigency of the cafe reftored tranquil- 
lity and fafety to all thofe who were concerned in the fate of the 
Kitty. The day following fcvcral depofitions were taken by the 
judge-advocate, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to the navy- 
board, and the three feamen who had been taken out of the Kitty 
being replaced by two convifts and one teaman lately difeharged from 
the Datdalus, the failed at day-light on the morning of the 4th inflant, 
and by twelve o’clock at noon was not to be feen from the South- 
head. 

On board the Kitty were embarked Mr, Dennis Confiden, one of 
the aflitlant-fiirgeons of the fettlement, who had received permilllon 
to return to England on account of his health, which had been for- 
merly impaired in the Eaff Indies ; Lieutenant Stephen Donovan, wdio 
had been employed in fuperintending the landing of provifions and 
Aores at Norfolk liland, and was now returning to England, having 
been appointed a lieutenant in the navy ; Mr. Richard Clarke, who 
came out in the Bellona as a medical fuperintendam ; Mr. Ale.xander 
Purvis CranAon, late furgeon of his MajeAy’s floop Difeovery, who 
was returning to England, being from ill health no longer capable of 
attending to the duties of his profeffion ; Mr. Henry Phillips, late 
carpenter of the fame veffel, who was fent hither to be forwarded to 
England as a prifoner ; two feamen and one marine, invalids from the 
vcffels under the command of Captain Vancouver ; five men and one 
woman j", who, their terms of tranfportation being expired, were per- 
mitted to return to their friends; the feaman who was left behind 
from the Atrevida ; alfo five men, who were permitted to enter on 

* He pretty well knew what a flogging was ; for be was recognifed by a foldier of the 
New South Wales corps, who had feen him flogged from fhip to (hip at Spithcad for a 
flmilar offence. 

f Dorothy Handland, who at the time of her departure was upwards of eighty years 
of age, but who ncTCithclcls had not a doubt of weathering Cape Horn. 
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board the Kitty for the purpofc of navigating her. For the officers 
and invalids who were on board, provlfions for fix months were fent 
from the colony ; but the others provided for thcmfelvcs. 

The fervices of the Kitty were to be fummed up in very few words. 
Of ten artificers with which flie failed from England, file loft eight ; 
and of the cargo of ftorcs and provifions which ftie brought out, a part 
was damaged. In feventeen months that ftie had been in the fcrvicc 
of government, flie had made a long and circuitous voyage from Eng- 
land, and had taken one freight of provifions, ftorcs, and troops to 
Norfolk Ifland from this place. For thefc fervices her owners were 
-to receive the fum of 3500 1. ; and, allowing her to be feven months 
on her palfage to England, the total amount of her hire will be found 
to be very little fliort of ^000 1. 

His Majefty’s birth-day paffed with the ufual marks of diftiniUon. 
The regiment fired three vollies on their own parade, and the convifts 
were allowed the day to themfclves. On this occafion alfo the lieu- 
tenant-governor caufed twelve of the largeft hogs which had been re- 
ceived by the Dxdalus, to be killed and divided among the military, 
fuperintendants, and fick at the hofpital; fufiicient being given to the 
latter for two days. 

Notwithftanding the purchafes of provifions which had fortunately 
been made from the Philadelphia brigantine before governor Phillip’s 
departure, and fince that time from the Hope and from the Shah Hor- 
muzear, the lieutenant-governor found it neceflary on the 1 2th of the 
month to give notice, “ That unlefs fupplies arrived before the 2zd he 
“ ftiould be under the difagreeable nccelfity of ordering the ration to 
“ be reduced on that day,” 

A view of the provifions remaining in ftore here and at Parramatta 
on the 24th of laft month, (the date of the return fent home by the 
commiflary in the Kitty,) will evince the neceflity of fuch an alteration. 

On the 24 th of May there were in ftore 
Of Flour - - - _ _ 1 37,944 lbs. 

Wheat ----- 154,560 

Paddy ------ 49,248 

making a total of three hundred and forty-one thoufand feven hundred 
and fifty-two pounds of grain ; which, at the eftabliflied ration of 
eight pounds per man per week, would laft fi.x weeks and three days. 
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Beef 93.969 lbs. 

Pork ------- 125,178 

which, at the ration of fevcn pounds of beef, or four pounds of pork, 
per man per week, would laft, the beef five weeks, and the pork 
eleven weeks and a halt. 


There was alfo in ftore, though not at prefent iflucd, the Indian 
corn rendering it unncceflary, feventy-one thoufand two hundred and 
eighty pounds of grain and peafe ; which, at the allowance of three 
pints per man per week, would laft eight weeks and a half ; and nine- 
teen thoufand eight hundred pounds of fugar ; which, at fix ounces 
per man per week, would laft eighteen weeks and a half. Tlxis latter 
article had been iffued fince the beginning of the laft month, when it 
was ferved as an equivalent for oil. 

It mu ft be remarked, that but for the purchafes which had moft 
fortunately been made of provifions, the colony muft at this moment 
have been again groaning under the opprelfion of a very reduced 
ration. 

From the Philadelphia were purchafed Beef 109,817 lbs. 

From the Hope - - - ditto 38,600 

From the Shah Hormuzear - ditto 107,988 


Total of Beef - 256,405 

From the Hope were purchafed Pork - 15,600 

Whole quantity purchafed - 272,005 

of which, deducing the quantity remaining, we fhall be found to 
have then confumed fifty-two thoufand eight hundred and fifty-eight 
pounds, fomething more than equal to one-fifth part. 

From the Hope were purchafed Flour 8,800 lbs.' 

From the Shah Hormuzear - ditto 36,539 

Whole quantity purchafed - 45,339 

which deduced from the quantity remaining, we ftiould then only 
have had in ftore . - - - . 92,605 lbs. 

of the other articles of which the prefent ration was compofed (the 
maize excepted) we Ihould not have had any in the colony ; for the 
wheat and the fugar were brought hither in the Ihip from Bengal. 

As 


Digitized bv CjOOgle 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


393 


June.] 

As none of thefe incidental Tupplies could be known in Eng- 
land, it was fair to conclude, that our fituation mud have been ad- 
verted to, and that Ihips with provifions were now not very didant. 
Under this idea, although on the 22d no fupplies had anivcd, the 
lieutenant-governor did not make any alteration in the ration, deter- 
mining to wait one week longer before he diredled the neceflary re- 
duction. It was always a painful duty to abridge the food of the 
labouring man, and had been too often exercifed here. The putting 
off, therefore, the evil day for another week in the hope of any de- 
creafe being rendered unncceffary by the arrival of fupplies, met with 
general applaufe. 

On the Monday following the fignal was made for a fail, and about 
nine o'clock at night the Britannia was fafe within the Heads, having 
to a day completed eight months fmee Die failed hence. The length 
of time Die had been abfent gave birth to fome anxiety upon her ac- 
count, and her arrival was welcomed with proportionate fatisfaClion. 

Mr. Raven touched at DuDry Bay in New Zealand, where he left 
his fccond mate Mr. John Leith and fome of his people, for the pur- 
pofe of procuring feals (the principal objeCl of his voyage from Eng- 
land) ; and of the timber which he found there he made a very fa- 
vourable report, pronouncing it to be light, tough, and in every 
rcfixCl fit for maDs or yards. From New Zealand the Britannia, after 
rounding Cape Horn in very favourable weather, proceeded to the 
illand of Santa Catherina, on the Brafil coaD, where the Portuguefe 
have a fettlement, and from whofe governor Mr. Raven received 
much civility during the eighteen days that he remained there. Not 
being able to procure at this place any of the articles he was inDruded 
to purchafe, (one cow and one cow-calf excepted,) he Dood over to 
the African continent, and arrived at the Cape of Good Hope on the 
24th of March laD. At this port he took on board thirty cows; three 
mares ; twelve goats ; a quantity of flour, fugar^ tobacco, and fpirits ; 
and other articles, according to the orders of his employers. Mr. 
Raven afforded another inDance of the great difficulty aitcntling the 
tranfporting of cattle to this country; for, notwithDanding the extreme 
care and attention which were paid to them, twenty -nine of the cows 
and three goats unfortunately died. This he attributed folely, and no 
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doubt juftl)', to their not being properly prepared for fuch a voyage, 
and previoufly fed for fome weeks on dry food. 

In her paflage from the Cape of Good Hope to this port, the Bri- 
tannia met with much bad weather, running for fourteen days under 
her bare poles. The prevailing winds were from S. W. to N. W, She 
came round Van Dleinan's Land in a gale of wind without feeing it. 
To the fouthward of New Zealand Mr. Raven fell in with the rocks 
feen by Captain Vancouver, and named by him the Snares. In the 
latitude of them Mr. Raven differed from Captain Vancouver only 
four miles; their longitude he made exa£lly the fame. Such fimilarity 
in the obl'ervations was rare and remarkable. He paffed fome iflands 
of ice at three and five leagues diflance, in latitudes 51° and 52" S. and 
longitudes 232° and 240° Eaft. 

At the Cape Mr. Raven found the Pitt, Captain Manning, from 
Calcutta, to whom he delivered his diipatches ; and he received in- 
formation from the captains of the Triton and VVarley Eiafl Indiamcn 
of the agitated Hate of Europe; of the naval and military preparations 
which were making in our own country ; and of the fpirit of loyalty 
and affe£Uon for our juftly-revered fovereign which breathed through- 
out the nation, accompanied with firm and general determinations to 
maintain inviolate our happy conftitution. Thefe accounts, while they 
ferved to excite an ardent wifh for the fpeedy arrival of a Ihip from 
England, feemed to throw the probability of one at a greater diflance, 
particularly as Mr. Raven could not learn with any certainty of a fhip 
being preparing for New South Wales. 

Among other circumllances which he mentioned was one which de- 
ferved notice. The Royal Admiral Eaft Indiaman, Captain Bond, was 
lying on the 19th of laft December in the Tigris. She failed hence on 
the 13th of November, and, admitting that Ihe had only arrived on the 
day on which fhe was dated to a certainty to be at anchor in the river, 
fhe muft have performed the voyage in thirty-feven days from this port. 
This fhip, it may be remembered, made the paflage from the Cape of 
Good Hope to this place in five weeks and three days ; a run that had 
never before been made by any other fhip coming to this country. 

From the length of time which the Britannia had been abfent, our 
obfervaiion was forcibly drawn to the diflance whereat we were placed 
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from any quarter which could furnllh us with fupplies ; and a calcula- 
tion of the length of time which had been taken by other Ihips to pro- 
cure them confirmed the neceflity that exifted of ufing every exertion 
that might place the colony in a ftatc of independence. 

When the Sirius went to the Cape of Good Hope in 1788, flie was 
abfent feven months and fix days. 

The Supply, which was fent for provifions in 1789, returned her- 
felf in fi.x months and two days j but the fupplies which had been 
purchafed for the colony were two months longer in reaching it. 

The Atlantic failed hence for Calcutta on the 26th of Odtober 1791, 
touching at Norfolk Ifland, from which place fhe took her departure on 
the 13th of November; and, calculating her paflage from that time, fhe 
will be found to have been feven months and one week in procuring 
the fupplies for which fhe was fent out. 

The Britannia too was eight months abfent. From all this it was to 
be inferred, that there fhould not only be always provifions in the ftores 
for twelve months beforehand ; but that, to guard againft accidents, 
whenever the provifions in the colony were reduced to that quantity 
and no more, then would be the time to difpatch a fliip for fupplies. 

The difficulty of introducing cattle into the colony had been rendered 
evident by the mifearriage of the different attempts made by this and 
other fhips. In this particular we had indeed been fingularly unfortu- 
nate ; for we had not only loft the greateft part of what had been pur- 
chafed and embarked for the colony, as will appear by the following 
ftatement ; but we had at the beginning, as will be remembered, loft 
the few that did furvive the paffage. Of thefe it never was known 
with any certainty what had been the fate. Some of the natives who 
refided among us did, in obferving fome that had been landed, declare 
that they had feen them deftroyed by their own people ; and even 
offered to lead any one to the place where fome of their bones might 
be found but, from the diftance of the fuppofed fpot, and our more 
important concerns, this had never been fought after. It was very pro- 
bable that they had been fo deftroyed ; if not, and that they had met 
with no other accident, their increafe at this time muft have been very 
confiderable. 


Account 



! 


S9« ACCOrNT OF TIIE ENGLISH COLONY [1793. 

Account of Black Cattle purchafed for, loft in the paflage to, and 
landed in New South Wales. 



PurctsAtti. 

Uft 

in the PjiTige. 


Luded. 


1 Built. 

Com. 

Caivn. 

BuHso 

1 

Cowf*, CtiTCt. 
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Cilvet. 

Embjtkcd ill 1 7S7 on board ilic Sirius 1 
and one of the iranfporH - J 

. I 


1 

_ 

2 


1 
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t 

Embartcd in 1789 on board the) 
Guardian - - - j 

2 
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16 

— 
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Embarked in 1791 on board the! 
Gorgon, Admiral Darrington, and > 
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3 
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.2 
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• 5 

calved on the paflage, - - 3 

Embarked on board the Atlantic in 1 
1792, at Calcutta, - - J 

Embarked onboard the Pitt 
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Embi^rkcd on board the Royal Admlra 
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Embaiked on beard the Shah Hot - 1 
muzear in 1792, in Iiidui, - J 
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1 

24 

a 

I 

23 

— 

— 

I 

a 

Embilirked on board tho Dxdalus - 

6 

■2 



6 

12 



— 

_ 


t.mbatkcd on board the Britannia - 


3 ' 

I 

— 

29 

— 


a 

t 


f Purchafed - 15 bulls, 1 19 cows, 6 calves; 

Total j Loft in the paflage 12 bulls, 91 cows, i calf; 
f Landed - 3 bulls, 28 cows, 5 calves. 

Of the three bulls which were landed two only were living at this 
jicriod, bcfide the bull calf produced on board the Gorgon. Of the 
twenty-eight cows only twenty, and of the five calves only two were 
living ; but the cows which arrived in the Gorgon had produced three 
cow and two bull calves ; and one finall cow muft be added to the 
number in the colony, which had been prefented by the Spanifli com- 
modore to the lietitenant-governor. 

Sheep, horfes, and hogs were found, better than any other (lock, to 
ftand the rough weather which was in general met wdth between the 
Cape of Good Hope and this country. 

'The mortality which had happened among the flock on board the 
Britannia fet a high price on thofe which furvived. For the cows 
Mr. Raven bought at the Cape he gave twenty dollars each, and for 
each horfe he gave thirty dollars. For the cow with her calf, which 
he purchafed at Santa Catharina, he gave no more than fi.xtecn Spaniih 
dollars. 
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On Saturday the 29th, the lieutenant- governor determining to try 
the prefent ration yet another week, the ufual allowance was iflued, 
and on the next day the following general order appeared : “ It being 
“ unfafe to continue at the prefe’nt ration, the commiflary has received 
“ inflrudions to reduce the weekly allowance, either one pound of 
“ pork, or two pounds of beef, making a proportionate dedudion 
“ from the women and children. This alteration to take place on 
“ Saturday the 6th of July.” 

The natives had latqly become troublcfome, particularly in lurking 
between the different fettlements, and forcibly taking provifions and 
clothing from the convidls who were paffing from one to another. 
One or two convidls having been wounded by them, fome fmall 
armed parties were fent out to drive them away, and to throw a few 
fbot among them, but with politive orders to be careful not to take 
a life. 

Several of thefe people, however, continued to refide in the town, and 
to mix with the inhabitants iri' the moft uoreferyed manner. It yvas no 
ifucommon circumftance to f^ them coming into town with bundles of 
fire-wood which they had becfi! hired to procure, or bringing water 
from the tanks ; for which fervitea they thought themfclvcs well re- 
warded with any worn-out jacket or ttowfers, or blankets, or a piece 
of bread. Of this latter article they were all exceedingly fond, and their 
couflant prayer was for bread, importuning with as much carnellncfs 
and pierfcvcrance as if begging for bread had been their profefiion from 
their infancy ; and their attachment to us muft be confidercd as an 
indication of their not receiving any ill treatment from us. 


. ■ • - Q.CL V -J'l . • 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THE DAEDALUS SAILS FOR NOOTKA.— A TEMPORARY CHURCH FOUNDED.— 

CRIMINAL COURT. THE COLONIAL VESSEL LAUNCHED.— A SCHEME TO 

TAKE A LONG BOAT. TWO SOLDIERS DESERT. — COUNTERFEIT DOLLARS IN 

CIRCULATION. A SOLDIER PUNISHED. — THE BODDINGTONS ARRIVES FROM 

CORK. GENERAL COURT MARTIAL HELD. — THE BRITANNIA HIRED AND 

CHARTERED FOR BENGAL.— THE NEW CHURCH OPENED. — ACCIDENT. — PRO- 
VISIONS IN STORE.— CORN PURCHASED FROM SETTLERS.— THE BRITANNIA 
SAILS FOR BENGAL, AND THE FRANCIS SCHOONER FOR NEW ZEALAND. 

—IRISH CONVICTS STEAL A BOAT. THE SUGAR CANE ARRIVES.— INTENDED 

MUTINY ON BOARD PREVENTED.— EXCURSION TO THE WESTWARD. — PUBLIC 
WORKS. 

July.] On the firft of this month the Dsedalus failed to convey to 
Captain Vancouver the provifions and ftores which had been required 
by that officer. Lieutenant Hanfon, the naval agent on board, re- 
ceived the moft pointed orders for the fhip to return to this port imme- 
diately after having executed the fervice on which fhe was then going. 
The Dxdalus was confidered as a colonial fhip ; and nothing but 
Captain Vancouver’s cxprefs requifition to have the ftores and pro- 
vHions which were on board her (the ftores being chiefly articles of 
traffic) fent back to him, to enable him to fulfil the inftruiftions he had 
received, would have induced the lieutenant-governor, in the prefcnt 
ftate of the colony, to have parted with her, when it was not impro- 
bable that her fervices might be wanting to procure fupplies, and at no 
very diftant period, if (hips did not arrive. 

The Dxdalus being, like other fhips which had preceded her, fhort 
of hands, the maftcr was permitted to recruit his numbers here, and 
took with him fix convi<fts, who had ferved their feveral terms of 
tranfportation, and were of good charader ; and two feamen, who had 
been left behind from other fhips. The extenfive population of the 
iflands at fome of which the Dxdalus might have occafion to touch 
rendered it abfolutely neceflary that fhe fhould be completely manned 
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as w€ well knew the readinefs with which, at all times, their inha- 
hitants availed themlelvcs of any inferiority or weaknefs which they 
might difcovcr among us. 

On board of the Daidalus alfo was embarked "a native of this coun- 
try, who was fent by the lieutenant-governor for the purpofe of ac- 
quiring our language. Lieutenant Hanfoii was directed by no means 
to leave him at Nootka, but, if he furvived the voyage, to bring him 
back fafe to his friends and countrymen. His native names were 
Gnung-a gnung-a, Mur-re-mur-gan ; but he had for a long time en- 
tirely loft them, even among his own people, who called him 
“ Collins,” after the judge-advocate, whofe name he had adopted on 
the firft day of his coming among us. He was a man of a more 
gentle difpofition than moft of his aftbeiates j and, from the confidence 
he placed in us, very readily undertook the voyage, although he left 
behind him a young wife, (a fifter of Beniiillong, who accompanied 
Governor Phillip,) of whom he always appeared extremely fond. 

On Saturday the 6th the intended change took place in the ration ; 
and it being a week on which pork was to be ifl'ucd, three pounds of 
that article were ferved inftead of four. The other articles remained 
the fame. 

The elergyman, who fuffered as much inconvenience as other people 
from the want of a proper place for the performance of divine fervice, 
himfelf undertook to remove the evil, on finding that, from the preflTure 
of other works, it was not eafy to forefee when a church would be 
erefted. He accordingly began one under his own infpedlion, and 
chofe the fituatlon for it at the back of the huts on the eaft fide of the 
cove. Thf front was feventy-three feet by fifteen ; and at right an- 
gles with the centre projeded another building forty feet by fifteen. 
The edifice was conftrudlcd of ftrong pofts, wattles, and plaftcr, and 
was to be thatched *. Much credit w.is due to the Rev. Mr. Johnfon 
for his pcrfonal exertions on this occafion. 

Reprefentation having been made to the lieutenant-governor, that 
fevcral of the foldiers had been fo thoughtlefs as to difpofe of the fugar 
and tobacco which had been ferved out to them by their otficers lince 

* The expence of buililing it was computed to be about forty pounds. 
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the arrival of tlfe Britannia, almoft as foon as they had received thofe 
articles, and t!»at fome artful people had availed themfelves of their 
indifcrction, in many inftances bartering a bottle of fpirits (Cape 
brandy) for fix times its value, he judged it necefl'ary to give notice, 
that any convidt detefted in exchanging liquor with the foldiers for 
any article ferved out to them by their officers, would immediately be 
punifhed, and the articles purchafed taken away : and further, (now 
become a mofl ncccfiary rcllridlion,) that any perfons attempting to 
fell liquor without a licence might rely on its being feized, and the 
houfes of the offending parties pulled down. 

About the middle of the month all the wheat which was to be fown 
on the public account was got in at and near Toongabbe ; the quantity 
of ground was about three hundred and eighty acres. The wheat of 
laft fcafon being now nearly thrafhed out, fome judgment was formed 
of its produce, and' it was found to have averaged between fewnteen 
and eighteen buflicls <in acre. A large quantity of wheat was alfo 
fown this fealbn by individuals, amounting to about one thoufand 
three hundred and cighty-one bufliels, every encouragement having 
been given to them to fow their grounds with that grain. 

Several houfes having been lately broken open, the criminal court 
of judicetture w.is affemblcd on the 15th, when Samuel Wright, a con- 
vief who arrived in 1791, was tried for breaking into a hut in the 
day-time, and ftealing feveral articles of wearing apparel ; of which 
offence being found guilty, he received fentence of death, and was to 
have been executed on the Monday following ; but the court having 
recommended him to mercy on account of his youth, being only fix- 
teen years of age, the licutenant-govemor as readily forgav/; as the 
court had recommended him ; but, that the prifoner might have all 
the benefit of fo awful a fituation, the change in his fate was not im- 
parted to him until the very moment when he was about to afeend 
the ladder from which he was to be plunged into eternity. He had 
appeared fince his conviflion as if devoid of feeling ; but on receiving 
this Information, he fell on liis knees in an agony of joy and gratitude. 
The folemn feene appeared likewifc to make a forcible imprcfllon on 
all his fellow prifoners, who were prefent. 

Thff 
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The weather of this winter having been colder than any that we 
had before experienced, great exertions were made to clothe all the 
labouring convids ; and for that purpofe the work of the taylors had 
for fome time been confined to them. Every male convidt received 
one cloth jacket, two canvas frocks, one pair of fhocs, and one lea- 
thern cap. The females alfo had been clothed. 

The velTel which had been received in frame by the Pitt was now 
completed, and, to avoid the labour which would have attended her 
being launched in the ufual manner, Mr. Raven, the mafter of the 
Britannia, offered his own ferviccs and the affiftance of his fhip to lay 
her down upon her bilge, and put her into the water on rollers. This 
mode having been adopted, in the forenoon of Wednefday the 24th 
of this month flte was fafcly let down upon the rollers, and by dufk, 
with the affiftance of the Britannia, was hove down to low-water mark, 
whence, at a quarter before eight o’clock, fhe floated with the tide, and 
was hauled fafely along-fide the Britannia. The ceremony of chriften- 
ing her was performed at fun-rife the next morning, when flie was 
named The Francis, in compliment to the lieutenant-governor’s fon, 
whofc.birth-day this was; and, Mr. Raven coinciding with the general 
opinion that fhe would be much fafer if rigged as a fehooner tlian as a 
floop, for which fhe had been originally intended, the carpenters were 
diredfed to fit her accordingly ; and that gentleman very obligingly 
fupplied a fpar, which he had procured for the Britannia at Dufky Bay, 
to make her a foremaft. 

The command of this little veflel, of whofe utility great expedlations 
were formed, w'as given by the lieutenant-governor to Mr. A\'illiam 
Houfc, late boatfwain of the Difeovery, who arrived here in the 
Da;dalus for the purpofe of proceeding to England as an invalid ; but 
being ftrongly recommended by Captain Vancouver as an excellent 
feaman, with whom he was very unwilling to part, and fignifying a 
wifh to lie employed in this country, the command of this veflel was 
given to him, with the fame allowance that is made to a fuperlntend- 
ant. ; on which lift he was placed. The two boys who were left behind 
from the Kitty were alfo entered for her, and Are was ordered to be 
fitted forthwith for fea. As it was well known that many people had 
their eyes upon this veflel as the means of their cfcaping from the 
a colony. 
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colony, it was intended, in addition to other precautions, that none 
but the moft trufty people Ihould ever be employed in her. 

On the laft day of the month a plan to take off one of the long-boats 
■was revealed to the lieutenant-governor. The principal parties in it 
were foldiers ; and their fcheinc was, to proceed to Java, with a chart 
of which they had by fome means been furnilhed. If their plan had 
been put into execution, the evil would have c.arried with it its own 
punithment ; for, had they furvived the voyage, they would never 
have been countenanced by the Dutch, who were always very jealous 
of flrangcrs coming among them, and had, no doubt, heard of the de- 
fertlon of Bryant and his affociates from this fettlement. Two of the 
foldiers were immediately put into confinement ; and in the night two 
others, one a corporal, went off into the wmods, taking with them 
their arms, about one hundred rounds of powder and ball, which they 
colleded from the different pouches in the barrack, their provilions 
and neceffarics. 

The principal works in hand by the people at Sydney were, credl- 
ing kitchens and ftorerooms for the officers’ new barracks, bringing in 
timber for rollers for the floop, and conftrudling huts at Peterffiam for 
convidts. At Toongabbe the Indian corn ■was not all gathered, and 
houfing of that, and preparing the ground for the reception of the 
ne.xt feafon’s crop, occupied the labouring convidls at that fettlement. 

Some counterfeit dollars were at this time in circulation ; but the 
manufadlurers of them were not difeovered. 

Auguft.] The two foldiers who were put into confinement on fuf- 
plcion of being parties in a plan to feize one of the long-boats, were 
tried by a regimental court-martial on the firft day of this month, and 
one was acquitted ; but Roberts, a drummer, who was proved to have 
attempted to perfuade another drummer to be of the party, was fen- 
tenced to receive three hundred laffies, and in the evening did receive 
two hundred and twenty-five of them. While imarting under the 
feverity with which his punifliment was inflicted, he gave up the 
names of fix or eight of his brother foldiers as concerned with him, 
among ■svhom were the two who had abfented thcmfelves the pre- 
ceding evening. Tbcfe people, the day following their defertion, 
were met in the path to Parramatta, and told an abfurd ftory of their 
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being fent to the Blue Mountains. They were next heard of at a 
fettler’s (John Nicholls) at Profpe£t Hill, whofe houfe they entered 
forcibly, and, making him and a convidt hutkecper prifoners, palTed 
the night there. At another fettler’s tliey took fixteen pounds of flour, 
which they fent by his wife to a woman well known to one of them, 
and had them baked into fmall loaves. They fignified a determination 
not to be taken alive, and threatened to lie in wait for the game-killers, 
of whofe ammunition they meant to make themfelves mailers. Thefc 
declarations manifefted the badnefs of their hearts, and the weaknefs of 
their caufe ; and the lieutenant-governor, on being made acquainted 
with them, fent out a fmall armed p.arty to fecure and bring them in, 
rightly judging that people who were fo ready at expreiling every 
where a rcfolution to part with their lives rather than be taken, would 
not give much trouble in fecuring them. 

This defertion, and the difafledion of thofe who meant to take off 
a long-boat, was the more unaccountable, as the commanding oflBcer 
had uniformly treated them with every indulgence, putting it entirely 
out of their power to complain on that head. Spirits and other com- 
forts had been procured for them ; he had diflinguilhed them from the 
convldls in the ration of provifions ; he had allowed them to build 
themfelves comfortable huts, permitting them while fo employed the 
ufe of the public boats ; he had indulged them with women ; tmd, in 
a word, had never refufed any of them a rcqucft which did not mili- 
tate againft the rules of the fervice, or of the dilcipline which he had 
laid down for the New South Wales corps ; at the fame time, how- 
ever, to prevent thefe indulgencies from falling into contempt, they 
were counterbalanced by a certainty of their being withdrawn when 
abufcd, and flagrant offenders were fure of meeting with punilhment ; 
yet there were many among them who were fo ungrateful for the 
benefits which they received, and fo unmindful of their own intereft 
and accommodation, that they behaved ill whenever they had an op- 
portunity. 

The parties who had been fent after the runaways, by dividing 
themfelves, fell in with them near Toongabbc on the 6th, and fecured 
them without any oppofition. 

There were at this time in the New South Wales corps, diftributed 
among the different companies, thirty recruits who had been feledcd 
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from among the convids as people of good charaders, and, having 
formerly been in the army, were permitted to enllft. Thefe people 
had conduded themfclves with remarkable propriety, one man only 
excepted, who had fome time fince been punilhed by the fentence of 
a court-martial, and who afterwards mifbehaving was difeharged from 
the corps. They were in general enlifted for life, a condition to which 
they fubferibed on being attelied ; and fuch as had a long time to ferve 
under their fentence, were emancipated on the above condition. 

On the 7th the Boddingtons tranfport anchored in the cove from 
Ireland, having failed from Ck)rk on the 15th of February laft, with 
one hundred and twenty-four male, and twenty female convids of 
that kingdom on board, provifions calculated to ferve them nine 
months * after their arrival, and a proportion of clothing for twelve 
months. As a guard, there was embarked a fiibaltern’s party of the 
New South Wales corps ; and this precaution was found to have been 
very neceflary, the ignorance of the Irifh convids having difplayed 
itfelf in an abfurd feheme to take the Ihip ; but which was happily 
fruftrated by the vigilance and adivity of the matter f and the 
officers. 

Mr. Richards jun., who had the contrad for fupplying the fhips 
which failed for this country in 1788 and the Lady Juliana tranfport, 
was employed again by government ; a circumftance of general con- 
gratulation among the colonifts on its being made known. On the 
prefent occafion he had contraded to fumifh two (hips to bring out 
tlrree hundred male and female convids from Ireland, with ftores and 
provifions. The Boddingtons, being the firft ready, failed alone j the 
Sugar Cane (the fecond Ihip) was at Deptford ready to drop down to 
Gravefen^ when her intended companion was about leaving Ireland. 
Government were to pay four pounds four {hillings per ton for fuch 
ftores as ihould be put on board, and for the convids at the rate of 
tw'enty-two pounds per head. This mode of payment was complained 
of in the contrad made formerly with Meflrs. Calvert and Co.; but in 
the prefent inftance the evil attending that contrad was avoided, by a 
part of the above fum (five pounds) being left to be paid by certificate 

* Two hundred and twenty^cight barrels of flour ; one hundred and eight tierces ot 
pork) and fiftjr four tierces of beef ; twcnty>eight bales and thirteen cafes of (lores. 

t Captain Robert Chalmers^ on the capialh's half pay of the marines. 
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for every convldl which fliould be landed. No fhip, however, could 
have brought out their convi£ls in higher order, nor could have given 
ftronger proofs of attention to their health and accommodation, than 
did this velTel. Each had a bed to himfelf, and a new fuit of clothes 
to land in. On the part of the crown alfo, to fee juftice done to the 
convids, there was a furgeon of the navy on board, Mr. Kent, as a 
fuperintendant ; and on the part of the contrador, a gentleman who 
had vifited us before with Mr. Marlhall, in the fecond voyage of the 
Scarborough to this country, Mr. A. Jac. Bier, a furgeon alfo. They 
had not any fick lift, and had loft only one man on the paflage. 

Captain Chalmers informed us, that on his arrival at Rio de Janeiro, 
In which port he anchored on the loth of laft April, he heard that 
the Atlantic tranfport had failed thence about three weeks, and had 
made her paflage from this country round Cape Horn to Rio de Ja- 
neiro in fifty-eight days. He learned from the gentlemen about the 
palace, that his c.ycellency Governor Phillip when he touched there 
appeared to be in perfed health. He had there too heard of the agi- 
tated ftate of Europe ; and underftanding that in all probability the 
Channel would be infefted with French privateers, he purchafed fomc 
guns, to ftrengthen the force which he had already on board the At- 
1 antic. 

Advices were received by this Ihip, that adminiftration intended to 
' make arrangements for our being fupplied from Bengal with live 
cattle : and this became a favourite idea with every perfon in the 
colony ; for the (heep, though fmall, were found to be very pro- 
dudive, breeding twice in the year, and generally bringing two lambs 
at a birth. The climate was alfo found to agree well with the cattle 
of the bufialo fpecies which had been received. 

The convids received by the Boddingtons were difembarked a day 
or two after her arrival, and fent up to Toongabbe. On quitting the 
Blip they with one voice bore teftimony to the humane treatment they 
had received from Captain Chalmers, declaring that they had not any 
complaints to prefer, and cheering him when the boats which carried 
them put off from her fide. 

It being neceflary to mark with fome degree of feverity the offence 
which had been committed by the two foldiers, a general court-mar- 
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tial was aflcinbled for their trial on the 12th. The lieutenant-governor, 
with much humanity, forebore to charge them with a capital offence ; 
bringing them to trial for abfenting themfelves from head-quarters 
without leave, inftead of the more ferious crime of defertion. 

By th.e mutiny acl, a general court-martial may, in Africa, confift 
of Icfs than thirteen cominiffioned officers, but not lefs than five ; the 
like provlliim was alfo extended to New South Wales ; and nine offi- 
cers formed the court now affcmblcd for the firft time in this colony. 
Captain Collins officiated as deputy judge-advocate. The prifoners 
did not deny the crime tliey were charged with ; and the court, after 
reducing the corporal to the ranks, fcntenced him to receive five hun- 
dred lalhes, and the private foldicr eight hundred. The fentence, being 
approved by the lieutenant-governor, was in part carried into execu- 
tion on Saturday the 17th, the corporal receiving two hundred and 
feventy-five, and the foldier three hundred lafhes. 

The Britannia being now nearly ready for fea, having had fome 
very neceffary articles of repair done to her, and which the mafler 
declared had been as well executed by the artificers of the colony as 
if the Ihip had been in England, flie was tendered to be employed for 
the fervice of the fettlement wherever the lieutenant-governor might 
think it neceffary to fend her. In the charter-party of the Bodding- 
tons, a claufe was inferted, empowering the governor to fend her to 
Norfolk Ifland, or elfewhere, Ihould he have occalion, the crown pay- 
ing the'famc hire as was paid for the Atlantic tranfport (fifteen Ihil- 
lings and fixpence per ton per month) during the time fhe fhould be fo 
employed. The Britannia was tendered at one Ihilling per ton lefs, 
and had moreover the advantage' of being a coppered fhip. 

It has been fecn that the fupply brought by the Boddingtons was 
very inconfiderable. No greater quantity was expeded with any 
degree of certainty by the Sugar Cane. The fait provifions remain- 
ing in ftorc (by a calculation made up to the 28th) were fufficient for 
only fourteen weeks at the full ration, including what had been re- 
ceived by the Boddingtons, and fome furplus provifions which had 
been purchafed of the agent to the contrador, and one hundred calks 
of pork, vs'hich had been omitted by an overfight in the laft account 
taken in May a few days before the Kitty failed. When it was con- 
8 , fidcred 
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fidered that our fupplics would always be affeiflcd by commotions at 
home, and that if a war fhould take place between England and any 
other nation, w'hich at the departure of the lloddingtons was hourly 
expefted, they might be retarded, or taken by the enemy, the lieute- 
nant-governor determined, while he had in his own hands the means 
of fupplying himfelf, to employ them ; and on the 26th chartered the 
Britannia for India, Our principal want was fait provifions ; of flour 
wc well remembered that Bengal produced none, and a coming crop 
was before us on our own grounds. The Britannia was therefore to 
proceed to Bengal, to be freighted by the government of that prefi- 
dency with fait provifions, Irifh beef or pork ; and in the event of its 
not being pofllble to procure them, the fliip was to return loaded with 
fugar, rice, and dholl, thefe being the articles which, next to fait pro- 
vifions, were the mod; wanted in the colony. 

Mr. Raven, the mafter of the Britannia, having, as was before ob- 
Icrved, left a mate and fome of his people at Dufky Bay in New Zea- 
land, the lieutenant-governor diredfed the Francis to be got ready 
with all expedition, purpofing that fhe fliould accompany the Bri- 
tannia as far on her way as that harbour, where fhe had permiflion 
to touch ; and Mr. Raven was diredled to tranfmit by the mafter all 
fuch information relpedling that cxtenfivc bay, and the feal-filhery in 
its vicinity, as he fhould be of opinion might in anywife tend to the 
prefent or future benefit of his Majefty’s fcrvice as connedted with 
thefe fettlements. 

The clergyman having completed th€ building which he began in 
July laft, divine fervlce was performed in it for the firft time on Sun- 
day the 25th of this month ; and for a temporary accommodation it 
appeared likely to anfwer very well. Mr. Johnfon in his difcoijrfe, 
which was intended to imprefs the minds of his audience with the 
neceflity of holinefs in every place, lamented that the urgency of pub- 
lic works had prevented any undertaking of the kind before, and had 
thus thrown it upon him; he declared that he had no other motive for 
Handing forward in the bufmefs, than tharof eftablifhing a place fliel- 
tered from bad weather, and from the fummer heats, where public, 
worftiip might be perfonned. He faid, that the uncertainty of a place' 
where they might attend had prevented many from coming ; but he 
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now hoped the attendance would be full whenever he preached there; 
The place was conflruded to hold five hundred people. 

It appeared by an eftimate which Mr. Johnfon afterwards gave in^ 
for the purpol'c of being relmburfed what it had coft him, that the ex- 
pence of this building confiderably exceeded his firft calculation, the 
whole amount of it being 67 1 . 12 s. iifd. ; of which Mr. Johnfon 
paid to the different artificers he had employed 59 1. 18s. in dollars; 
twenty gallons and a half of fpirits ; one hundred and fi.xteen pounds 
of flour; fifty-two pounds of fait provifions; three pounds of tobacco; 
and five ounces of tea. Spirits were at this time fold in the colony at 
ten flilllings per gallon ; but Mr. Johnfon obferved in his eflimate, 
that he only charged that and other articles at the prices which they 
had aflually coft him. This account Mr. Johnfon requefted might be 
tranfmitted to the fecretary of ftate, and he accompanied it with a 
letter ftating his reafons for having undertaken the building. 

The Boddihgtons was cleared of her cargo, and difeharged from ■ 
Government employ on the 26th. The cargo, when landed, was 
found in moft excellent condition, not a Angle article being damaged ; 
far different from that received by the Bellona, where the fliip was 
overloaded. Had the Boddingtons been coppered, no fliip could have 
been better calculated for the tranfport of provifions to this country 
from any part of the world. 

A remarkable inftance of fecundity in a female goat occurred at the 
houfe of one of the fuperintendants at Sydney. She produced five 
kids, three females and two males, all of which died, (a blow which 
the animal received brining them before their time,) excepting the 
firft which was kidded, a female. The fame goat in March laft 
brought four kids, three males and one female, all of which lived. 
She was a remarkably fine creature. 

Much apprehenfion was now entertained for the wheat, which 
began to look yellow and parched for want of rain. Toward the 
latter end of the month, however, fome rain fell during three days 
and nights, which confiderably refreflied it. But there being no fixed 
period at which wet weather was to be expedled in this country, it 
might ceitably b# pronounced too dry for wheat. 

An 
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An unpleafant accident occurred at the lieutenant-governor’s farm. 
A convid of good charader, who had the care of the Iheep, was found 
dead in the woods. He had declined coming in to his breakfaft, and 
was left eating fome bread made of Indian corn and coarfe-ground 
wheat. His body \vas opened, but no caufe for his fudden dilTolution 
could be afligncd from its appearance. 

At the Ponds, a diftrid of fettlers in the neighbourhood of Parra- 
matta, John Richards, in polfelTion of a grant of thirty acres of land, 
died of intoxication. This was the firft death which had occurred 
among any of the people of that defeription. 

By an account taken of the provifions remaining in ftore on the 28th 
of the month, it appeared that we had, (calculating each article at the 
elfablilhed ration for two thoufand eight hundred and forty-five per- 
fons, the numbers vidualled at Sydney and Parramatta,) 

lbs. 


Flour, 

to laft 

4 weeks. 

or 

91,040 

Beef, 

- 

3 

or 

39.745 

Pork, - • - 

- 

It ditto. 

or 

125,180 

Wheat, - 

- 

I ditto. 

or 

22,760 

Gram and Peafe, 

- 

8 ditto. 

or 

68,280 

Sugar, - S - 

- 

3 ditto. 

or 

3,200 

Paddy, - 

- 

- 


43,000 


September.] Unprodudive as the Indian com proved which was 
fown laA year on the public grounds, the fettlers mull have had a 
better crop j for, after referving a fufficiency for feed for the enfuing 
feafon, and for their domellic purpofes, a few had raifed enough to 
enable them to fell twelve hundred bulhcls to Government, who, on 
receiving it into the public (lores, paid five (hillings per bulhel to the 
bringer. Government, however, was not reforted to in the firft in- 
ilance by the fettler, who preferred difpofmg of his com where he 
could receive fpirits in payment, (which he retailed for labour) to 
bringing it to the commilTary for five (hillings a bu(hel ; but at this 
price, from whofe hands foever it might come, it was received into 
the public (lores. 

Tlie 
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The Britannia and Francis fchooner failed on Sunday the 8th for 
Dulky Bay. The Francis was manned with fcamen and boys who had 
been left here from {hips, and the mailer had for his afliftant as mate 
Robert Watfon, who formerly belonged to his Majefty’s Ihip Sirius, 
and was afterwards a fettler at Norfolk Hland ; but his allotment having 
been erroneoully furveyed, he, being obliged to rcfign a part of it, 
gave up the whole, and gladly returned to his former way of life. 
One of the three feamen who had been taken out of the Kitty, and 
punilhed, was permitted to enter on board the fchooner; another of 
them was taken by the captain of the Boddingrons ; V/illiams, the 
principal, remained in tlie colony, not bearing that fort of charader 
which would recommend him to any mafter of a Ihip. 

Captain Nicholas Nepean, the fenior captain in the New South 
Wales corps, having been for fome time pall in an ill Hate of health, 
obtained the lieutenant-governor’s leave to return to England by the 
way of Bengal, and quitted the colony in the Britannia. Three men 
and one woman alfo received permiflion to leave the fettlcmcnt. 

It might have been fuppofed, that the fatal confetjuences of endea- 
vouring to feek a place in the woods of this country where they might 
live without labour had been fufficiently felt by the convi£ls tvho ar- 
rived here in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, to deter others from 
rulhing into the fame error, as they would, doubtlefs, acquaint the 
new comers with the ill fuccefs which attended tlieir fchemes of that 
nature. Several of thofe, however, who came out in the Boddingtons 
went off into the woods foon after their landing ; and a fmall party, 
compofed of fome defperatc charailers, about the fame time Hole a 
boat from Mr. Schaffer, the fettler, with which, as they were not 
heard of for fome days after, it was fuppofed they had either got out 
of the harbour, or were lying concealed until, being joined by thofe 
who had taken to the woods, they could procure a larger and a lafer 
conveyance from the country. 

A flight change took place in the ration this month ; the fugar being 
expeuded, molalTes was ordered to be ferved in lieu of that article, in 
the proportion of a pint of molafles to a pound of fugar. 

On Sunday the 15th died James Nation, a foldicr in the New South 
Wales corps, into which he had entered from the marine detachment. 

He 
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He funk under an inflammatory complaint brought on by hard drink- 
ing. With this perfon Martha Todd cohabited at the time of her de- 
ceafe, which, as before related, was occafioned by the fame circum- 
ftance, and which, together with her death, Nation had been fre- 
quently heard to fay was the caufe of much unhappinefs to him. 

On Tuefday the 17th the fignal was made at the South Head, and 
about fi.\ o’clock in the evening the Sugar-Cane tranfport anchored in 
the cove from Cork, whence Ihe failed the 13th of laft April, having 
on board one hundred and ten male and fifty female convicts, with a 
ferjeant’s party of the New South 'Wales corps as a guard. Nothing 
had happened on board her until the 25th of May, when information 
was given to Mr. David Wake Bell, the agent on the part of Govern- 
ment, that a mutiny was intended by the convidVs, and that they had 
proceeded fo far as to faw oil’ fome of their irons. Infinuations were 
at the fame time thrown out, of the probability of their being joined 
by certain of the failors and of the guard. The agent, after making 
the neceflary inquiry, thought it indifpcnfablc to the fafety of the Ihip 
to caufe an inftant example to be made, and ordered one of the convicts 
who was found out of irons to be e.xecutcd that night. Others he 
punilhed the next morning ; and by thefe meafures, as might well 
be cxpedled, threw fuch a damp on the fpirits of the reft, that he 
heard no more during the voyage of attempts or intentions to take 
the fliip. 

Since the arrival of the Boddingtons many circumftances refpe£ting 
the intended mutiny in that Ihip had been difclofcd by the convidls 
themfelves which were not before known. They did not hefitate to 
fliy, that all the officers were to have been murdered, the firft * mate 
and the agent excepted, who were to be preferved alive for the purpofe 
of conducing the Ihip to a port, when they likewife were to be put « 

to death. 

As intentions of this kind had been talked of in feveral ffiips, the 
military guard ffiould never have been lefs than an officer’s command, 
and that guard (efpecially when embarked for the fecurity of a Ihip 

* Mr. Duncan M'Ever. He belonged to tlie Atlantic, which Qiip he quitted at 
Bengah 

full 
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full of wild lawlcfs Irilh) ought never to have been compofed either of 
young foldiers, or of dcfcrters from other corps. 

This fhip had a quick paffage from Rio dc Janeiro, arriving here 
in li.xty-five days from that port. She brought the following quantity 
of provifions and ftores for the colony : 

Beef, - - - 46 tierces, 15,496, 

Shipped at Cork, - 80 barrels, 16,000, 

Pork, - - - 92 tierces, 29,440, 

Shipped at Cork, - 80 barrels, 16,000, 

Flour, ... 192 barrels, - 64,5 1 2 pounds ; 

Lime-Hone, Ihipped at Cork, - - - - 44 tons ; 

Clothing and necelTarics, - - - 17 bales and 5 cafes. 

The convids arrived in a very healthy ftate, nor was any one loft 
by ficknefs during the voyage. 

Captain P.aterfon, of the New South Wales corps, an account of 
whofe journies in Africa appeared in print fome years ago, conceiving 
that he might be able to penetrate as far as, or even beyond, the 
weftern mountains, (commonly known in the colony by the name 
of the Blue Mountains, from the appearance which land fo high and 
diftant generally wears,) fet off from the fcttlement with a fmall party 
of gentlemen, (Captain Johnfton, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Laing the 
afliftant-furgeon,) well provided with arms, and having provifions and 
neceftaries fufficient for a journey of fix weeks, to make the attempt. 
Boats were fent round to Broken Bay, whence they got into the 
Hawkefbury, and the fourth day reached as far as Richmond Hill. 
At this place, in the year 1789, the governor’s progrefs up the river 
was obftruiled by a fall of water, which his boats were too heavy to 
drag over. This difficulty Captain Paterfon overcame by quitting his 
large boats, and proceeding from Richmond Hill with two that were 
fmallcr and lighter. He found that this part of the river carried him 
to the weftward, and into the chafm that divided the high land feen 
from Richmond Hill. Hither, however, he got with great difEculty 
and fome danger, meeting in the fpacc of about ten miles with not 
lefs than five waterfalls, one of which was rather fteep, and was run- 
ning at the rate of ten or twelve miles an hour. Above this part the 
water was about fifteen yards from fide to fide, and came down with 
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fome rapidity, a fall of rain having fwollen the ftreatn. Tlieir navi- 
gation was here fo intricate, lying between large pieces of rock that 
had been borne down by torrents, and fome (lumps of trees which 
they could not always fee, that (after having loofened a plank in one 
boat, and driven the other upon a (lump which forced its way through 
lier bottom) they gave up any further progrefs, leaving the weftern 
mountains to be the objeifl of difeovery at fome future day. It was 
fuppofed that they had proceeded ten miles farther up the river than 
had ever before been done, and named that part of it which until then 
had been unfeen, “ the Grofe and a high peak of land, which they 
had in view in the chafm, they called “ Harrington Peak.” 

Captain Paterfon, as a botanift, was amply rewarded for his labour 
and difappointment by difeovering feveral new plants. Of the foil in 
which they grew, he did not, however, fpeak very favourably. 

He faw but few natives, and thofe who did vifit them were almoft 
unintelligible to the natives of this place who accompanied him. He 
entertained a notion that their legs and arms were longer than thofe of 
the inhabitants of the coad. As they live by climbing trees, if there 
really was any fuch difference, it might perhaps have been occalioned 
by the cuftom of hanging by their arms and reding on their feet at 
the utmod dretch of the body, which they pradlife from their infancy. 
—The party returned on the 2 2d, having been abfent about ten days. 

In their walk to Pitt Water, they met with Ute boat which had been 
dolen by fome of the Iridi conviGs ; and a few days after their return 
fome of thofe who had run into the woods came into Parramatta, with 
an account of two of their party having been fpeared and killed by the 
natives. The men w'ho were killed were of very bad chara£ler, and 
had been the principals in the intended mutiny on board the Bodding- 
tons. Their dedrudlion was confirmed by fome of the natives who lived 
in the town. 

The foundation of another barrack for officers was begun in this 
month. For the privates one only was yet eredled ;. but this was not 
attended with any inconvenience, as all thofe who. were not in quarters 
had built themfelves comfortable huts between the town of Sydney and 
the brick-kilns. This Indulgence might be attended with fome conve- 
nience to the foldiers ; but it had ever been coniidered, that foldiers 
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could no where be fo well regulated as when living in quarters, where, 
by frequent infpe^lions and vifitings, their charadlers would be known, 
and their condud attended to. In a multiplicity of fcattered huts, the 
eye of vigilance would with diiRculty hnd its objeA, and the foldier 
in poflelTion of a habitation of his own might, in a courfe of time, 
think of hiinfelf more as an independent citizen, than as a fubcrrdinate 
foldier. 

On the 23d the firft part of the cargo of the Sugar Cane was delivered, 
and in a very few days all that the had on board on account of govern- 
ment was received into the ftore, together with fome furplus provifions 
of the contradtor’s. The convidb which (he brought out were, very 
foon after her arrival, fent to the fettlementa up the harbour. At thefe 
places the labouring people were employed, fome in getting the Indian 
corn for the enfuing fcafon into fuch ground as was ready, and others in 
preparing the remainder. At the clofe of the month, through the fa- 
vourable rains which had fallen, the wheat in general wore the mod 
flattering appearance, giving every promife of a plenteous harveft. At 
Toongabbe the wheat appeared to bid deiiance to any accident but fire, 
againll which fome precautions had however been judicioufly and timely 
taken. From this place, and from the fettlers, a quantity of com fuf- 
ficient to fupply all our numbers for a twelvemonth was expelled to be 
received into the public granaries, if thofe who looked fo far forward, and 
took into their calculation much corn not yet in ear, were not too fitor 
g;uine in their expectations. 
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CHAP, xxiir. 

THE BODDINOTONS AND SUGAR CANE SAIL. A MILL ERECTED.— THEFTS 

COMMITTED. — CONVICTS EMANCIPATED. — TWO PERSONS KILLED BY 
LIGHTNING.— THE FAIRY ARRIVES. — FARMS SOLD.— PUBLIC WORKS.— THE 
FRANCIS RETURNS FROM NEW ZEALAND.— THE FAIRY SAILS. — RATION 
ALTERED. — TRANSACTIONS. — HARVEST BEGUN.— CRIMINAL COURT HELD. 

A CONVICT EXECUTED. — PROVISIONS. — MILL AT PARRAMATTA.— 

CHRISTMAS DAY. — NATIVES. — CONVICTS. BOATS. — GRANTS OP LAND. — 

SETTLERS. — PUBLIC WORKS. — EXPENCES HOW TO BE CALCULATED.— 
DEATHS IN 1793. — PRICES OF CRAIN, STOCK, AND LABOUR. 

Odiober.] The Boddingtons and Sugar Cane being both bound for 
the fame port in India, (Bengal,) the mailers agreed to proceed together; 
and on the 13th, the Sugar Cane having fet up her rigging, and hurried 
through fuch refitting as was indirpenfably neceflary, both Ihips left 
the harbour with a fair wind, purpofing to follow in the Atlantic’s 
track. The mailer of the Boddingtons was furnilhed by us with a 
copy of a chart made on board the Pitt Indiaman, and brought hither 
by the Britannia, of a palTage or channel found by that Ihip in the land 
named by Lieutenant Shortland New Georgia ; which channel was 
placed in the latitude of 8" 30' S. and in the longitude of 158° 30' E. 
and named “ Manning’s Straits,” from the commander of the Pitt. 

The mailer of the Sugar Cane, had he been left to fail alone, deter- 
mined to have tried the pafTage to India by the way of the South Cape 
of this country, inllead of proceeding to the northward, and feemed 
not to have any doubt of meeting with favourable winds after rounding 
the cape. By their proceeding together, however, it remained yet to be 
determined, whether a palTage to India round the South Cape of this 
country was pradllcable, and whether it would be a fafer and a Ihorter 
route than one through Endeavour or Torres’s Straits, the pra£licability 
of which was likewife undetermined as to any knowledge which was 
had of it in this colony. 

Seven perfons whofe terms of tranfportation had expired, were per- 
mitted to quit the colony in thefe Ihips, and the ma<^er of the Sugar 
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Cane had {hipped Benjamin Williams, the laft of the Kitty’s people 
who remained undifpofed of. One free woman, the wife of a con- 
vi£l, took her paflage in the Sugar Cane. 

Notwithhanding the facility with which paflTages from this place 
were procured, (very little more being required by the mahers than 
permiflion to receive them, and that the parties {hould find their 
own provifions,) it was found after the departure of thefe {hips 
that fome convicts had, by being feoreted on board, made their efcape 
from the colony ; and two men, whofe terms as convidts had expired, 
were brought up from the fiiigar Cane the day {he failed, having got 
on board without permiflion; for which the lieutenant-governor direded 
them to be punifhed with fifty lafhes each, and fent up to Toongabbe. 

Early in the month an alteration took place in the weekly ration, the 
four pounds of wheat ferved to the convidls were difeontinued, and a 
fubilitution of one pint of rice, and tw'O pints of gram, (an Eafl India 
grain refembling dholl,) took place. The ferving of wheat was difeon- 
tinued for the purpofe of ifluing it as flour; to accomplilh which a mill 
had been conftrudled by a convi£t of the name of James Wilkinfon, 
who came to this country in the Neptune. His abilities as a millwright 
had hitherto lain dormant, and perhaps would longer have continued 
fo, had they not been called forth by a defirc of placing himfelf in com- 
petition with Thorpe the millwright fent out by government. 

His machine was a walking mill, the principal wheel of which was 
fifteen feet in diameter, and was worked by two men; while this 
wheel was performing one revolution, the mill-flones performed 
twenty. As it was in oppofition to the public millwright that he un- 
dertook to conftrudl this mill, he of courfe derived no afliflance what- 
ever from Thorpe’s knowledge of the bufinefs, and had to contend not 
only with his opinion, but the opinion of fuch as he could prejudice 
againll him. The heavy part of the work, cutting and bringing in 
the timber, and afterwards preparing it, was performed by his fellow- 
prifoners, who gave him their labour voluntarily. He was three 
ntonths and five days from taking it in hand to his oifering it for the 
firft trial. On this trial it was found defeflive in fome of the ma- 
chinery, which was all conflruded of the timber of the country, and 
not properly fe^oned. Its efieAs in grinding were various ; at firll it 
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would grind no more than two bulhels an hour; with forae alreration, 
it ground more, and did for fome time complete four bufhels ; it after- 
wards ground iefs, and at the end of the month produced not more 
than one bufhel. Had the whole of the machinery been upon a 
larger fcale, there was reafon to fuppofe it would have anfwered every 
OKpedation of the moft interelled. The conftruilor, however, had a 
great deal of merit, and perceiving himfelf what the defc£ts were in 
this, he undertook to make another upon a larger fcale at Sydney, and 
on an improved plan. For this purpofe, all the artificers and a gang 
of convidls were brought down from. Parramatta, and were firft em- 
ployed in forming a timber-yard at Peterfham, two hundred feet 
fquare. 

At that place, a final! diftrifl in the neighbourhood of Sydney fo 
named by the lieutenant-governor, nine huts for labouring convi^Is 
were built, and fixty acres of government ground cleared of timber, 
twenty of which were fown with Indian corn. This was the only 
addition made to the public ground this feafon ; and the foie differ- 
ence that was obfervable in the progrefs of our cultivation confided in 
lowing this year with wheat a large portion of that ground which laft 
year grew Indian corn. The weather throughout the month con- 
tinued extremely favourable for wheat. 

The number of convids which it was intended to receive for the 
prefent into the New South Wales corps being determined, a warrant 
of emancipation paffed the feal of the territory, giving conditional 
freedom to three-and-twenty perfons of that defcriptlon, feven of 
whom were tranfported for life, and three had between fix and nine 
years to ferve, having been fent out for fourteen. The condition of 
the pardon was, their continuing to ferve in the corps into which they 
had enllfted until they fhould be regularly difeharged therefrom. 

Several inflances of Irregularity and villainy among the convids 
occurred during this month. From Parramatta, information, was re-- 
ceived, that in the night of the 15th four people broke into the houfe 
of John Randall, a fettler, where with large bludgeons they had he.aten 
and nearly murdered two men who lived with him. The hands and 
faces of thefe mifereants were blackened; and it- was obferved, that 
they did not fpeak during the time they were in the hut. It was fup— 
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pofed that they were feme of the new-comers, and meant to rob the 
houfe ; and this they would have effeded, but for the adlivity of the 
two men whom they attacked, and for the refiftance which they met 
with from them. At this time feven of the male convidls' lately ar- 
rived from Ireland, with one woman, had abfeonded into the woods. 
Some of thefe people were afterwards brought in to Parramatta, wheae 
they confefled that they had planned the robbing of the mill-houfe, 
the governor’s, and other houfes ; and that they were to be vifited 
from time to time in their places of concealment by others of their 
alTociates who were to refide in the town, and to fupply them with 
provifions, and fuch occafional information as might appear to be 
necclTary to their fafety. They alfo acknowledged that the alTault at 
Randall’s hut was committed by them and their companions. 

About the fame time the houfe of Mr. Atkins at Parramatta was 
broken into, and a large quantity of provifions, and a calk of wine, 
removed from his ftore-room to the garden fence, where they left them 
on being difeovered and purfued. They, however, got clear off, 
■though without their booty. 

At Sydney, in the night of the 26th, a box belonging to John 
Sparrow fa convift) was broke open, and three watches ftolen out, 
one of which with the feals had coft thirty-two guineas, and belonged 
to an officer. This theft was committed at the hofpital, where Spar- 
row was at the time a patient, although able to work occafionally at 
his bufmefs ; and being a young man of abilities as a watchmaker, and 
of good charafter, was employed by moll of the gentlemen of the 
fettlement. Sufpicion fell upon a notorious thief who was in the fame 
ward, and who had fome time before propofed to another man to take 
the box. On his examination he accufed two others of the theft, but 
with fuch equivocation in his tale as clearly proved the falfehood of it. 
As there was no evidence againft him, except the propofal juft men- 
tioned, he was difeharged, and during the month nothing was heard 
of the watches. An old man belonging to the hofpital was robbed at 
the fame time of eight guineas and fome dollars, which he had got 
together for the purpofe of paying for his paffage and provifions in 
any Ihip that would take him home. 

During 
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During a ftorra of rain and thunder which happened in the after- 
noon of Saturday the 26th, two conviA lads Dennis Reardon and 
"William Meredith, who were employed in cutting wood juft by the 
town when the rain commenced, ran to a tree for Iheltcr, where they 
were found the next morning lying dead, together with a dog which 
followed them. There was no doubt that the ftielter which they 
fought had proved their deftruifion, having been ftruck dead by light- 
ning, one or two flaftics of which had been obferved to be very vivid 
and near. One of them, when he received the ftroke, had his hands 
in his bofom ; the hands of the other were acrofs his breaft, and he 
feemed to have had fomething in them. The pupils of their eyes 
were confiderably dilated, and the tongue of each, as well as that of 
the dog, was forced out between the teeth. Their faces were livid, 
and the fame appearance was vifible on feveral parts of their bodies. 
The tree at the foot of which they were found was barked at the top, 
and fome of its branches tom off. In the evening they were decently 
buried in one grave, to which they were attended by many of their 
fcllow-prifoners. Mr. Johnfon, to a difeourfe which he afterwards 
preached on the fubje<ft, prefixed as a text thefe words from the firft 
book of Samuel, chap. xx. verfe 3. “ There is but a ftep between me 
“ and death.” 

This was the firft accident of the kind that, to our knowledge, had 
occurred in the colony, though lightning more vivid and alarming 
had often been fecn in ftorms of longer duration. 

"While every one was expedfing our colonial veffel, the Francis, from 
New Zealand, the fignal for a fail was made on the 29th*; and ftiortly 
after the Fairy, an American fnow, anchored in the cove from Bofton 
in New England, and laft from the illand of St. Paul, whence Ihe had 
a paffage of only four weeks. The mafter, Mr. Rogers, touchW at 
Falfe Bay ; but from there not having been any recent arrivals from 
Europe, he procured no other intelligence at that port, than what we 
had already received. At the ifland of St. Paul he found five fcamen 
who had been left there from a Ihip two years before, and who had 
procured feveral thoufand feal-ftrins. They informed him, that Lord 
Macartney in his Majefty’s Ihip the Lion, and the Hindoftan Eaft- 
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Indiaman, had touched there in their way to China, and Mr. Rogers 
expeded to have heard that his lordihip had vifited this fettlement. 

The Fairy was to proceed from this place to the north-weft coaft of 
America, where the mafter hoped to arrive the firft for the fur market. 
Tlience he was to go to China with his (kins, and from China back to 
St. Paul, where he had left a mate and two failors. Their fucccfs was 
to regulate his future voyages. 

Mr. Rogers exprefted a furprife that we had not any fmall craft on 
the coaft, as he had obferved a plentiful harvcft of feals as he came 
along. He came in here merely to rcfrefti, not having any thing on 
board for fale, his cargo confifting wholly of articles of traffic for the 
north-weft coaft of America. 

Charles Williams, ihc fettler fo often mentioned in this narrative, 
wearied of being in a ftate of independence, fold his farm with the 
houfe, crop, and ftock, for fomething lefs than one hundred pounds, to 
an officer of the New South Wales corps, lieutenant Cummings, to 
whofc allotment of twenty-five acres Williams’s ground was contiguous. 
James Rufe alfo, the owner of Experiment farm, anxious to return to 
England, and difappointed in his prefent crop, which he had fown too 
late, fold his eftate with the houfe and fome ftock (four goats and three 
(heep) for forty pounds. Both thcfe people had to feek employment 
until they could get away; and Williams was condemned to work as a 
hireling upon the groifnd of which he had been the mafter. But he 
was a ftranger to the feelings which would have rendered this circum- 
ftance difagreeable to him. 

The allotment of thirty acres, late in the pofieflion of James Richards, 
a fettler at the Ponds, deceafed, was put into the occupation of a private 
foldier of the New South Wales corps ; and a grant of thirty acres at 
the Eaftern Farms was purchafed for as many pounds by another 
foldier. 

The greateft inconvenience attending this transfer of landed pro- 
perty was, the return of fuch a mifereant as Williams, and others of 
his defeription, to England, to be let loofe again upon the public. The 
land itfclf came into the pofteffion of people who were intcrefted in 
making the mod of it, and who would be more ftudious to raife plen- 
tiful crops for market. 

Building 
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October.] 

Building and covering the new barrack, and bringing in timber for 
the new mill-houfe, which was not to be built of brick, fonncd the 
principal labour of this month at Sydney. The fhipwrights were em- 
ployed in putting up the frame of a long-boat purchafed of the mailer 
of the Britannia, and repairing the hoy, which had been lying for 
fome months ufelefs for want of repairs, having been much injured by 
the deftruiSlive worm that was found in the waters of this cove. 

At the other fettlcments the convicts were employed in planting the 
Indian corn. About four hundred and twenty acres were planted with 
that article for this feafon’s crop. 

November.] In the night of Thurfday tlje yth of November, the 
Francis fchooner anchored in the cove from Bulky Bay in New Zea- 
land; her long alifence from this place (nearly nine weeks) having 
been occafioned by meeting with contrary and heavy gales of wind. 
TTie alteration which had been made in this veflel by rigging her as a 
fchooner inllead of a Hoop, for which Ihe was built, was found to 
have materially affe£led her failing ; for a fchooner Ihe was too Ihort, 
and, for want of proper fail, flie did not work well. Four times fl»e 
was blown off the coaft of New Zealand, the Britannia having an- 
chored in Bulky Bay fixteen days before the Francis. 

Mr. Raven found in health and lafety all the people whom he had 
left there. They had procured him only four thoufand five hundred 
feal-lkins, having been principally occupied in conllru£ting a velTel to 
ferve them in the event of any accident happening to the Britannia. 
This they had nearly completed when Mr. Raven arrived. She was 
calculated to meafure about fixty-five tons, and was chiefly built of 
the fpruce fir, which Mr. Raven Hated to be the fitteft wood he had 
obferved there for ihip-building, and which might be procured in any 
quantity or of any fize. The carpenter of the Britannia, an ingenious 
man, and mailer of his profeflion, compared it to Englilh oak for du- 
rability and Hrength. 

The natives had never molefted the Britannia’s people ; indeed they 
feemed rather to abhor them ; for if, by chance, in their excurfions 
(which were but very few,) they vifited and left any thing in a hut, 
they were fure, on their next vifit, to find the hut pulled down, and 
their prefent remaining where it had been left. Some few articles 
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which Mr. Raven had himfelf placed in a hut, when he touched there 
to eAablilh his little filhery, were found three months after by_ his 
people in the fame fpot. 

Their weather had been very bad ; fevere gales of wind from the 
north-weft and heavy rains often impeding their filhery and other 
labour. A flioclc of an earthquake too had been felt. They had an 
abundance of frelh provifions, ducks, wood-hens, and feveral other 
fowl ; and they caught large quantities of filh. The foil, to a great 
depth, appeared to be compofed of decayed vegetable fubftanccs. 

From Mr. Raven, who had waited fome days for the appearance 
of the Francis, the mafter received fuch afliftance as he ftood in need 
of ; and on the 2 oth of Odlober flie failed from Bulky Bay, in com- 
pany with the Britannia, with whom flie parted immediately, leaving 
her to purfue her voyage to Bengal. 

Nothing appeared by this information from Bulky Bay, that held 
out encouragement to us to make any ufe of that part of New Zealand. 
So little was faid of the foil, or face of the country, that no judgment 
could be formed of any advantages which might be e.\pe£ted from at- 
tempting to cultivate it ; a feal filhery there was not an objed with us 
at prefent, and, befide, it did not feem to promife much. The time, 
however, that the fchooner was abfent was not wholly mifapplied ; 
as we had the fatisfadion of learning the event of a rather uncommon 
fpeculatlon, that of leaving twelve people for ten months on fo popu- 
lous an ifland, the inhabitants whereof were known to be favages, 
fierce and warlike. We certainly may fuppofe that thefe people were 
unacquainted with the circumftance of there being any ftrangers near 
them ; and that confequently they had not had any communication 
with the few miferable beings who were occafionally feen in the coves 
of Bulky Bay. 

A few days after the arrival of the Francis, Mr. Rogers failed for 
China, taking with him two women and three men who had received 
permifllon to quit the colony. On board of the Fairy was found a 
convid, John Crow, who for fome offence had been confined in the 
military guardhoufe at Parramatta, whence he found means to make 
his efcape, and reached Sydney in time to fwim on board the Ame» 
rican. Oa being brought qn Ihore he received a flight punifliment, 
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and was confined ifl the black hole at the guardhoufe at Sydney, out of 
which he efcaped a night or two after, by untiling a part of the roof. 
After this he was not heard of, till the watch apprehended him at Par- 
ramatta, where he had broken into two houfes, which he had plun- 
dered, and w'as caught with the property upon him. 

The frequency of enormous ofiences had rendered it neceflary to 
infiift: a puniflimcnt that Ihould be more likely to check the commiflion 
of crimes than mere flagellation at the back of the guardhoufe, or being 
fent to Toongabbe. Crow, therefore, was lodged in the cuftody of 
the civil power, and ordered for trial by the court of criminal judi- 
cature. 

During the time the Fairy lay at anchor in this cove, a ferjeant and 
three privates of the New South Wales corps were fent and remained 
on board, for the purpofe of preventing all improper vifitations from 
the Ihore, and infpedting whatever might be either received into or 
fent from the (hip in a fufpicious manner : a regulation from which 
the matter profefled to have found eflential fervice, as he thereby kept 
his decks free from idle or bad people, and his feamen went on un- 
moletted with the duty of the veflTel. 

On Saturday the 23d, the flour and rice in (lore being [nearly ex- 
pended, the ration was altered to the following proportions of thofe 
articles, viz. : 

To the oflicers, civil and military, foldiers, overfeers, and the 
fettlers from free people, were ferved, 

Of bifeuit or flour, - - - - - , 2 pounds ; 

Wheat, ------ 2 pounds; 

Indian corn, ----- j pounds ; 

Peafe, ------ ^ pints. 

To the male convids were ferved, women and children receiving 
in the proportions always obferved, 

(Of bifeuit or flour, none, — and for the firft time fince the 


ettablilhment of the colony,) 

Wheat, ------ 3 pounds ; 

Indian corn, ----- 5 pounds ; 

Paddy, ------ 2 pints ; 

Gram, ------ 2 ditto. 
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This was univcrfally felt as the word ration that had ever been 
fcired from his Majcfty’s (lores ; and by the labouring convifl parti- 
cularly fo, as no one article of grain was fo prepared for him as to be 
immediately made life of. The quantity that was' now to be ground, 
and the numbers who brought grain to the mill, kept it employed all 
the night as well as the day ; and as, from the fcarcity of mills, every 
man was compelled to wait for his turn, the day had broke, and the 
drum beat for labour, before many who. went into the mill houfe at 
night had been able to get their corn ground. The confequence was, 
that many, not being able to wait, confumed their allowance unpre- 
pared. By the next Saturday, a quantity of wheat fuiEcient for one 
ferving having been palTed through the large mill at Parramatta, the 
convids received their ration of that article ground coarfe. 

The lumber yard near Sydney being completed, the convld mill- 
wright Wilkinfon was preparing his new mill with as much expedition 
as he could ufe ; and John Baughan, an ingenious man, formerly a con- 
vidl, had undertaken to build another mill upon a conftrudlion fome- 
what different from that of Wilkinfon’s, in which he was alElled by 
fome artificers of the regiment. Both thefe mills were to be ercfled 
on the open Ipot of ground formerly ufed as a parade by the marine 
battalion. 

Short as was the quantity of flour in ftore, we did not, however, 
defpair of being able to iffue fome meal of this feafon’s growth before 
it could be entirely expended. About the middle of the month, the 
wheat that was fown in April laft, about ninety acres, being perfe£lly 
ripe, the harveft commenced, and from that quantity of ground it was 
calculated that upwards of twenty-two bufliels an acre would be re- 
ceived. Moll of the fettlers had alfo begun to reap ; and they, as well 
as others who had grown that grain, were informed, that “ Wheat 
“ properly dried and cleaned would be received at Sydney by the 
“ commillary at ten (hillings the bulhel ; but that none could be 
“ purchafed from any other Tperfons than thofe who had grown it 
“ on their own farms ; neither could any be taken into the ftores at 
“ Parramatta. ” 

The precaution of receiving wheat only from thofe perlbos who had 
lalfed it oa th^ own farms was intended to prevent the petty and 
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rafcally traffic which would otherwife have been carried on between 
free people off the ftores and perfons who might employ them to fell 
the fruits of their depredations on the public and other grounds. 

December.] Early in this month a criminal court was affembled, 
at which Charles Williams, a boy of fourteen years of age, and John 
Bevan, a notorious offender, though alfo very young, were tried for 
breaking into a houfe at Toongabbe ; but, for want of evidence, were 
acquitted. John Crow was affo tried for the burglary In the hut at 
Parramatta, out of which he had ftolen a quantity of wearing apparel 
and provifions ; and, being clearly convidfed, he received fentence of 
death. 

An idea very generally prevailed among the ignorant part of the 
convidts, that the lieutenant-governor was not authorifed to caufe a 
fentence of death to be carried into execution, a notion that was in 
their minds confirmed by the mercy which he had extended to Samuel 
Wright, who was pardoned by him in July. It became, therefore, 
abfolutely neceffary, for their own fakes, to let them fee that he was 
not only poffeffed of the power, but that he would alfo exercife it. 
On this account the prifoner, after petitioning more than once for a 
refpitc, which he received, was executed on Tuefday the loth, eight 
days after his trial. There did not exift in the colony at this time a 
fitter objedt for example than John Crow. Unfortunately, the poor 
wretch to his laft moment cherifhed the idea that he fhould not fuffer ; 
and confequently could have been but ill prepared for the change he 
was about to experience. He had endeavoured to effedt his efcape 
by jumping down a privy a few hours before his execution ; and it 
was afterwards found, that he had with much ingenuity removed fome 
bricks in the wall of the hole in which he was confined, whence, had 
he obtained the refpite of another day, he would eafily have cfcaped. 

Independent of the confideration that this man had long been a 
proper objedi of fevere punilhment, to have pardoned him (even on 
any condition) would only have tended to ftrengthen the fuppofition 
that the lieutenant-governor had not the’ power of life and death ; and 
many daring burglaries and other enormities would have followed. 
Crow pretended that he was in the fecret refpedling the watches which 
were ftolen from the holpital in Odlober laft ; but all that he knew 
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amounted to nothing that could lead to a difcovery either of them or 
of the thief. He did not appear to be at all commiferatcd or regretted 
by .any of his fellow piifoners; a certain proof of the abfence of every 
good quality in his charadter. 

In the night of the 6th, during a violent ftorm of rain and thunder, 
a long-boat, whicli had arrived in the evening from Parramatta with 
grain for the next day’s ferving, and was then lying at the wharf on 
the weft fide under the care of ‘a centioel, filled with the quantity of 
water which ran from the wharf, and funk. By this accident two 
hundred and eighty bulhels of Indian corn in cob, and a few buftiels 
of wheaten meal, were totally loft. The natives who could dive 
availed themfelves of the circumftance, and recovered a great quantity 
of the corn, of which they were very fond. The boats were not 
injured. 

Sudden ftorms of this kind were frequent ; and gufts of wind have 
been fo fudden and violent, that Ihips, loofely moored, have driven at 
their anchors in the cove. 

On Saturday the yth a change took place in the ration ; this was, 
the difeontinuing of the three pints of peafe which were ferved to the 
civil and military, and the three pints of gram which were ferved to 
the convidfs, and giving them inftead an equal quantity of wheat. 

Notwithftanding every fupply of flour which had been purchafed, or 
received into the ftore from England, it was at length entirely exhaufted ; 
the civil and military receiving the laft on Monday the gth. This 
total deprivation of fo valuable, fo cflential an article in the food of 
man happened, fortunately, at a feafon when its place could in fome 
meafure be fupplied immediately, the harveft having been all fafely got 
in at Toongabbe by the beginning of this month. About the middle 
of it, eight hundred bulhels were threlhed out, and on Monday 
the 1 6 th the civil and military received each feven pounds of wheat 
coarfely ground at the mill at Parramatta. This mill, from the brittle- 
nefs of the timber with which it was conftrudled, was found to be un- 
equal to the confumption of the fetclements. The cogs frequently 
broke, and hence it was not of any very great utility. To remedy 
this inconvenience, a convi£f blackfmith undertook to produce one iron 
hand-mill each week, for which he was to be paid at the rate of two 

guineas ; 


Digitized by Google 



December.] IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 327 

guineas ; and by his means feveral mills were diftributcd in the fettle- 
ments. 

The fait meat being the ne.xt article which threatened a fpeedy ex- 
penditure, on Saturday the 28th one pound was taken from the weekly 
allowance of beef; and but a fmall quantity of Indian corn remaining 
in ftorc, the male convidls received eight pounds of new wheat, whole ; 
and only three pounds of Indian corn, or paddy, were ferved. 

On Chriftmas day, the Reverend Mr. Johnfon preached to between 
thirty and forty perfons only, though on a provifion day fome four or 
five hundred heads were feen waiting round the ftorehoufe doors. The 
evening produced a watchhoufe full of prifoners ; feveral were after- 
wards puniflied, among whom were fome fervants for ftealing liquor 
from an officer. 

The paffion for liquor was fo predominant among the people, that 
it operated like a mania, there being nothing which they would not 
rilk to obtain it ; and while fpirits were to be had, thofe who did any 
extra labour refufed to be paid in money, or any other article than 
fpirits, which were now, from their fcarcity, fold at fix (hillings per 
bottle. Webb, the fcttler near Parramatta, having procured a fmall 
flill from England, found it more advantageous to draw an ardent 
diabolic.!! fpirit from his wheat, than to fend it to the ftore and receive 
ten (hillings per bu(hel from the commiffary. From one bu(hel of 
wheat he obtained nearly five quarts of fpirit, which he fold or paid 
in exchange for labour at five and fix (hillings per quart. 

M‘Donald, a fcttler at the Field of Mars, made a different and a 
better ufe of the produce of his farm. Having a mill, he ground and 
dreffod his wheat, and fold it to a baker at Sydney at four-pence per 
pound, procuring forty-four pounds of good flour from a bu(hel of 
wheat, which was taken at fifty-nine pounds. This perfon alfo killed 
a wether (heep (the produce of what had been given to him by Gover- 
nor Phillip) at Chriftmas, and fold it at two (hillings per pound, each 
quarter weighing about fifteen pounds. 

The town of Sydney had this year increafed confiderably ; not fewer 
than one hundred and fixty huts, befide five barracks, having been 
added fince the departure of Governor Phillip. Some of thefe huts 
were large, and to each of them upwards of fourteen hundred bricks 

were 
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were allowed for a chimney and floor. Thefe huts extended nearly 
to the brickfields, whence others were building to meet them, and thus 
to unite that diftridl with the town. 

About the latter end of the month a large party of the natives 
attacked fome fettlers who were returning from Parramatta to Toon- 
gabbe, and took from them all the provifions which they had juft 
received from the ftore. By flying immediately into the woods, they 
eluded all purfuit and fearch. They were of the Hunter’s or Wood- 
man’s tribe, people who feldom came among us, and who confe- 
quently were little known. 

The natives who lived about Sydney appeared to place the utmoft 
confidence in us, choofing a clear fpot between the town and the 
brickfield for the performance of any of their rites and ceremonies ; 
and for three evenings the town had been amufed with one of their 
fpedtacles, which might properly have been denominated a tragedy, 
for it was attended with a great eflfufion of blood. It appeared from 
the beft account we could procure, that one or more murders having 
been committed in the night, the alTaflins, who were immediately 
known, were compelled, according to the cuftom of the country, to 
meet the relations of the deceafed, who were to avenge their deaths by 
throwing fpears, and drawing blood for blood. One native of the 
tribe of Cammerray, a very fine fellow named Carradah *, who had 
ftabbed another in the night, but not mortally, was obliged to ftand 
for two evenings expofed to the fpears not only of the man whom 
he had wounded, but of feveral other natives. He was fuflfered 
indeed to cover himfelf with a bark Ihield, and behaved with the 
greateft courage and refolution. Whether his principal adverfary (the 
wounded man] found that he pofifeiTed too much defenfive (kill to 
admit of his wounding him, or whether it was a neceflary part of his 
puniftiment, was not known with any certainty ; but on the fecond 
day that Carradah had been oppofed to him and his party, after having 
received feveral of their fpears on his ihield, without fuftaining any 
injury, he fufiered the other to pin his left arm (below the elbow) to 

* So he was called among bis own people before he knew us s but haniig exchanged 
names with Mr. Ball (who commanded the Supply,} he went afterwards by that name, 
wliich they had corrupted into Mldjer Bool. 
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his fide, without making any refiftance ; prevented, perhaps, by the 
uplifted fpcars of the other natives, who could eafily have deftroyed 
him, by throwing at him in diflercnt directions. Carradah flood, for 
fome time after this, defending himfelf, although wounded in the arm 
which held the fhield, until his adverfaries had not a whole fpear left, 
and had retired to coIleCt the fragments and piece them together. On 
his fitting down his left hand appeared to be very much convulfed, 
and Mr. White was of opinion that the fpear had pierced one of the 
nerves. The bufinefs was refumed when’ they had repaired their 
weapons, and the fray appeared to be general, men, women, and chil- 
dren mingling in it, giving and receiving many fevere wounds, before 
night put an end to their warfare. 

What rendered this fort of contefl as unaccountable as it was extra- 
ordinary was, that friendfliip and alliance were known to fubfifl be- 
tween feveral that were oppofed to each other, who fought with all 
the ardour of the bitterefl enemies, and who, though wounded, pro- 
nounced the party by whom they had been hurt to be good and 
brave, and their friends. 

Pofleffing by nature a good habit of body, the combatants very 
foon recovered of their wounds ; and it was underflood, that Car- 
radah, or rather Midjer Bool, had not entirely expiated his offence, 
having yet another trial to undergo from fome natives who had been 
prevented by abfence from joining in the ceremonies of that evening. 

About this time feveral houfes were attempted to be broken into ; 
many thefts were committed ; and the general behaviour of the con- 
victs was far from that propriety which ought to have marked them. 
The oflTenccs were various, and feveral punilhments were of neceflity 
inflicted. The Irirti who came out in the lafl (hips were, however, 
beginning to (hew fymptoms of better difpofitions than they landed 
with, and appeared only to dillike hard labour. 

Among the conveniencies that were now enjoyed in the colony 
mull be mentioned the introduction of palTage-boats, which, for the 
benefit of fettlers and others, were allowed to go between Sydney and 
Parramatta. They were the property of perfons who had ferved their 
refpeCtive tenqs of tranfportation ; and from each paffenger one (hil- 
ling was required for his paffage ; luggage was paid for at the rate of 

U u one 


Digitized by Google 



’3® 


ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


C«793- 

one (hilling per cwt. ; and the entire boat could be hired by one per- 
fon for fix (hillings. This was a great accommodation to the deferip- 
tion of people whom it was calculated to ferve, and the proprietors of 
the boats found it very profitable to themfelvcs. 

The boat-builders and fljipwrights found occupation enough for 
their leifure hours, in building boats for thofe who could afford to pay 
them for their labour. Five and fix gallons of fpirits was the price, 
and five or fix days would complete a boat fit to go up the harbour ; 
but many of them were very badly put together, and threatened dc- 
ftru( 3 ion to whoever might unfortunately be caught in them with a 
fail up in blowing weather. 

On the 24th ten grants of land palFcd the feal of the territory, and 
received the lieutenant-governor’s fignature. Five allotments of twenty- 
five acres each, and one of thirty, were given to fix non-commiifioned 
officers of the New South Wales corps, who had chofen an eligible 
fituation nearly midway between Sydney and Parramatta ; and who, in 
conjundion with four other fettlers, occupied a diftriS to be dillin- 
guHhed in future by the name of Concord. Thcfe allotments extended 
inland from the water’s fide, within two miles of the diflrid named 
Liberty Plains. 

The fettlers at this latter place appeared to have very unprodudlive 
crops, having fown their wheat late. They were, indeed, of opinion, 
that they had made a hafty and bad choice of fituation ; but this was 
nothing more than the language of difappointment, as little judgment 
could be formed of what any foil in this country would produce unt'd 
it had been properly worked, drelfed, cleanfed, and purged of that 
four quality that was naturally inherent in it, which it derived from 
the droppings of wet from the leaves of gum and other trees, and 
which were known to be of an acrid deftrudlive nature. 

Another barrack for officers was got up this month at Sydney ; but, 
for want of tiles, was only partly covered in. The millwrights Wil- 
kinfon and Baughan had got up the frames and roofs of their re- 
fpeftive inill-houfes, and, while waiting for their being tiled, were 
proceeding with preparing the wood-work of their mills. 

The great want of tiles that was occafionally felt, {ifoceeded from 
there being only one perfon in the place who was capable of moulding 

14 tiles. 
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tiles, and he could never bum more than thirty thoufand tiles in fix 
weeks, being obliged to burn a large quantity of bricks in the fame 
kilns. It required near fixty-ninc thoufand bricks to complete the 
building of one barrack, and twenty-one thoufand tiles to cover it in. 
The number of tiles rendered ufelefs by carriage, and deftroyed in the 
kilns, was eftimated at about three thoufand in each kiln, and fifteen 
thoufand were generally burnt off at a time. 

To furnilh bricks for thefe barracks, and other buildings, three 
gangs were conftantly at work, finding employment for three over- 
feers and about eighty convitis. 

To convey thefe materials from the brickfield to the barrack-ground, 
a diftance of about three-quarters of a mile, three brick-carts were 
employed, each drawn by twelve men, under the diredion of one 
overfeer. Seven hundred tiles, or three hundred and fifty bricks, 
were brought by each cart, and every cart in the day brought either 
five loads of bricks, or four of tiles. To bring in the timber neceflary 
for thefe and other buildings, four timber-carriages were employed, 
each being drawn by twenty-four men. In addition to thefe, to each 
carriage were annexed two fallers, and one overfeer, making a total 
of two hundred and twenty-eight men, who muft be employed in any 
fuch heavy labour as the building of a barrack or a ftorehoufe, exclu- 
five of the fawyers, carpenters, fmiths, painters, glaziers, and flone- 
mafons, without whofe labour they could not be completed. 

The expence of vidualling and clothing thefe people (both their 
provifions and the materials for making their clothes being augmented 
above their prime coft, by freight and by the coft of what might be 
damaged and ufelefs) muft be fuppofed to be confiderable ; and muft 
be taken into account, together with the coft of tools and of fuch 
materials as were not to be procured in the country, when calculating 
the expences of the public vt-orks ercifted in this colt)ny. 

There died between the ift of January and 31ft of December, both 
inclufive, two fettlcrs, feven foldlers, feventy-eight male convidfs, 
twenty-fix female convidls, and twenty-nine children. One male 
convidt was executed ; fix male convidls were loft in the woods ; one 
male convidt was found dead in the woods ; one male convidl was 
killed by the fall of a tree, and two male convidls were killed by 
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lightning ; making a decreafe by death and accidents of one hundred 

and fifty-three perfons. To this 

decrcale may be added, four male 

convidts, who found means to efcape from the colony on board of 
fome of the fhips which had been here. 

The following were the prices of grain, live and dead ftock, grocery. 

fpirits, &c. as they w'cre fold or 
the clofe of the year i yg j : 

valued at Sydney and Parramatta at 

At Stdxet. 

At PARR.tMiTTa. 

Crain, 

Grain, 

Wheat pet bufhel, for cath, los. 

Wheat perbulhel, for ca(h, los. 

Ditto, in payment for labour, 14s. 

Ditto, in payment for labour, 14 s. 

Maize per bufhel, for caib, 78. 

Maize per bulhel, for calli, 7 s. 6d. 

Ditto, in payment for labour, tzs. 6 J. 

Ditto, in payment for labour, los. 

CafFre corn ys. 

Caffre com, none. 

Englilb flour per )b. 6J. 

Englifh flour per lb. 6d. 

Flour of this country, for calli, 3d. 

Flour of this country, for calh, 48, 

Ditto, for labour, 4d. 

Ditto, for labour, 6d. 

VegetaHrs, 

F fgetaUtt, 

Potatoes per cwt. los. 

Potatoes per lb. 3 d. 

Ditto per lb. i jd. 

Greens per hundred 6s. 

Livt and drad J!eci. 

Live and dead Jlsch, 

Ewes (Cape) from 61 . to 81 . 8s. 

Ewes from 4I, to lol. 

Wethers (Cape) from 4U to 5I. los. 

Wethers from 2 1 . los to 4I. 

She goats, full grown, 81 . 8 s. 

She goats from 4I. to lol. los. 

Ditto, half grown, 4 1 . 4 s. 

A young male goat 3I. 

Male goat, full grown, a 1. 

Breeding fows from 3I. to 7I. 

Breeding fows from 3I. to 61 . 

Sucking pigs from 4s. to ys 6d. 

Sucking pigs 6s. 

T urkeys per couple, nearly full grown, al. ts. 

A full grown hog from 3I. to 3I. los. 

Ducks per couple, full grown, il. IS. 

Turkeys per couple, nearly full grown, 2I. Js. 

Laying hens, each from 4s. to ys. 6d. 

Ducks per couple, nearly ditto, los. 

A full grown cock ps. 

Laying hens, each ys. 

Half grown fowls 3 s. ■ 

A full grown cock 4s. 

Chickehs, (ix weeks old, per couple 2S. 

Half grown fowls 2S. 

Frelh pork per lb pd. 

Chickens, (ia weeks old, per couple 2 s. 

glutton per lb. from 2S. to 2S. 6d. 

Frelh pork per lb. pd. 

Kangooroo per lb. 46. 

Mutton per lb. from 2s. to 2S. 6d. 

Salt pork per lb. pd. 

Kangooroo per lb. 46. 
Salt pork per lb pd. 

Salt beef per lb. 5 d. 

Salt beef per lb. 6 d. 

At 
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At SVDNET. At PeRRAMATTE. 

GrKtriet. Grsctriet. 

Tea (green) from las. to ttSs. 

Tea (black) from los. to las. 

Loaf fugar per lb. 2s. Ad. 

Fine moift fugar per lb. I». 

Coarfe moill fugar per lb. i s. 6d. 

Butler from j». per lb. to as. 6d. 

Cliecfc from as. per lb. to as. 6tl. 

■Soap per lb. from as. to 3s, 

Tobacco per lb. from 1 s. to i s. Ad. 

Lamp oil, made from (bark’s liver, per gall. 4s. 

Winti — Spiritjf-^ Porter, 

Jamaica rum per gallon from 1 1 . to 1 1 . 8s. 

Rum (American) from lAs. per gall, to il, 

Coniac brandy per gallon from 1 1 . to il. 41. 

Cape brandy per gallon from lAs. to ll. 

Cherry brandy per dozen 3 1 . tas. 

Wine (Cape Madeira) per gallon laa. 

Porter per gallon from 4s. to 6s, 

The high prices of wine, fpirits, and porter, proceeded not only 
from their fcarcity, but from the great avidity with which they were 
procured by the generality of the people in thefe fcttlements, with 
whom money was of fo little value, that the purchafer had been often 
known (inAead of afking) to name himfelf a price for the article he 
wanted, fi.xing it at as high again would otherwife have been re- 
quired of him. 

The live Aock in the country belonging to individuals was confined 
to three or four perfons, who kept up the price in order to create an 
intereft in the prefen^ation of it. An Englifli cow, in calf by the bull 
which was brought here in the Gorgon, was fold by one officer to 
another for eighty pounds ; and the calf, which proved a male, was 
fold for fifteen pounds. A mare, brought in the Britannia from the 
Cape, was valued at forty pounds, and, although aged and defetflive, 
was fold twice in the courfc of a few days for that fum. It mull how- 
ever be remarked, that in thefe fales (lock itfelf was generally the cur- 
rency of the country, one kind of animals being commonly exchanged 
for another. 


Tea (green) f*fora i6s. to il. is. 

Black tea from tos. to i6s. 

Moitl fugar (coarfe) 2S. 

Butter per lb. 2$. Jd. 

Chceft per lb. a $. 6 d. 

Soap per Ib. 3 s. 

Tobacco per lb. 2s. 

Lamp oil» made from (hark*s liver, per gall. 4$, 


— Spirit jf -^Pertrr. 

Neat fpirits i)cr gallon from il. 10s. to 2I. 
Wineof the moll inferior quality pergaU.i6$. 


Labour 
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Labour was alfo proportionably high. For fawing one hundred feet 
of timber, in tbeir own time, for individuals, a pair of fawyers de- 
manded feven (hillings ; a carpenter for his day’s work charged three 
(hillings ; and for fplitting paling for fences, and bringing it in from 
the woods, they charged from one (hilling and fix-pence to two (hil- 
lings and fi.x-pence per hundred. An officer who had an allotment of 
one hundred acres of land near the town of Sydney having occafion 
for a hundred thoufand bricks to build a dwelling-houfe, contradled 
Vith a brick-maker and his gang, and for that number of bricks paid 
him the fum of forty-two pounds ten (hillings. In the fields, for 
cutting down the timber of an acre of ground, burning it off, and 
afterwards hoeing it for corn, the price was four pounds. Five-and- 
twenty (liillings were demanded and paid for hoeing an acre of ground 
already cleared. 

For- all tills labour, where money was paid, it was taken at its re- 
puted value ; but where articles were given in lieu of labour, they were 
charged according to the prices dated. 

The mafters of merchantmen, who generally made it their bufinefs 
immediately on their arrival to learn the prices of commodities in the 
colony, finding them fo extravagantly high as before related, thought 
it not their concern to reduce them to anything like a fair equitable 
value ; but, by alking themfelves what muft be confidered a high price, 
after every proper allowance for ri(k, infurance, and lofs, kept up the 
extravagant nominal value which every thing bore in the colony. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

A MURDER COMMITTED NEAR PARRAMATTA. THE FRANCIS SAILS FOR 

NORFOLK. ISLAND.*— PROVISIONS. — STORM OF WIND AT PARRAMATTA. 

CROPS. A SETTLEMENT FIXED AT THE HAWKES3URY.— NATIVES.— 

A BURGLARY COMMITTED. — SAMUEL BURT EMANCIPATED. DEATH OF 

WILLIAM CROZIER COOK. — THE WATCHES RECOVERED. — THE FRAN’CIS 
RETURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND- — INFORMATION.— THE NEW ZEALAND 
NATIVES SENT TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. — DISTURBANCE AT NORFOLK 
ISLAND.— COURT OF INC^THRY AT SYDNEY. — THE FRANCIS RETURNS TO 
NORFOLK ISLAND.— NATIVES TROUBLESOME. — STATE OF PROVISIONS. 

January 1794.] The report that was fpread in April laft, of a 
murder having been committed on a watchman belonging to the 
townihip of Parramatta, never having been confirmed, either by find- 
ing the body among the llalks of Indian corn as was expedted, or by 
any one fubfequent clrcumftance, it was hoped that the (lory had been 
fabricated, and that murder was a crime which for many years to 
come would not ftain the annals of the colony. In proportion, in- 
deed, as our numbers increafcd, and the inhabitants began to poflefs 
thofe comforts or necefiaries which might prove temptations to the 
idle and the vicious, that high and horrid ofience might, in common 
with others of the fame tendency, be expedied to exift; but at this 
moment all thought their perfons fecure, though their property was 
frequently invaded. On tlie 5th of this month, however, John 
Lewis, an elderly convidt, employed to go out with the cattle at Par- 
ramatta, was moil barbaroufly myrdered. The cattle, having loft 
their condudor, remained that night in the woods; and when they 
were found, the abfence of Lewis excited an apprehenfion that fome 
accident had happened to him. His body was not difeovered how- 
ever until the Wednefday following, when, by the fnorting and great 
uneafinefs of the cattle which had been driven out for the purpofe, it 
was perceived lying in a hollow or ravine, into which it had been 
thrown by thofe who had butchered hiin, covereti with logs, boughs, 

and 
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and grafs. Some native dogs, led by the feent of human blood, had 
found it, and by gnawing off both the hands, and the entire flefli from 
one arm, had added confiderably to the horrid fpedfacie which the 
body exhibited on being freed from Uic load of rubbilh which had 
been heaped upon it. 

ThU unfortunate man had imprudently boalled of being worth 
much money, and that he always carried it with him fewed up in 
fome part of his clothes, to guard againft lofing it while abfent from 
his hut. If this was true, what he carried with him certainly proved 
his deflruflion ; if not, the c.'itaftrophe muff be attributed to his indif- 
creet declarations. By the various wounds which he had received, it 
appeared that he muff have well defended himfclf, and could not have 
parted with his life until overpowered by numbers ; for, though ad- 
vanced in years, he was a flout, mufcular man ; and it was from this 
circumftance concluded, that more than one perfon was concerned in 
the murder of him. To difeover, if poflible, the perpetrators of this 
atrocious offence, one or two men of bad charadlers were taken up 
and examined, as well as all the people employed about the flock- 
yard ; but nothing came out that tended to fix it upon any one of 
them ; and, defirable as it was'that they fhould be brought to that pu- 
nifliincnt which fooner or later awaited them, it was feared that until 
fome riot or difagreement among themfelves fhould occur, no clue 
would be furnifhed that would lead to their detedion. The body was 
therefore brought in from the fpot where it had been concealed, about 
four miles from Parramatta, and buried at that place, after having been 
very carefully examined by the afliflant-furgeon Mr. Arndell. 

In tracing the motives that could lead to this murder, the pernicious 
vice of gaming prefented itfelf as the firfl and grand caufe. To fuch 
excefs was this purfuit carried among the convids, that fome had been 
known, after lofing provifions, money, and all their fpare clothing, to 
have flaked and loft the very clothes on their wretched backs, Handing 
in the midft of their affociates as naked, and as indifferent about it, as 
the unconfeious natives of the country. Money was, however, the 
principal objed with thefe people ; for with money they could pur- 
chafe fplrits, or whatever elfe their paflions made them covet, and the 
colony could furnifh. They have been feen playing at their favourite 

games 


Digitized by Google 


January.] IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 337 

games cribbage and all-fours, for fix, eight, and ten dollars each game; 
and thofe who w'cre n6t expert at thefe, inflead of pence, tofled up 
for dollars. Their meetings were fcenes of quarrelling, fwearing, and 
every profanencfs th.at might be expedled from the diflblute manners 
of the people who compofed them ; and to this improper practice 
muft undoubtedly be attributed moft of the vices that exifted in the 
colony, pilferings, garden-robberies, burglaries, profanation of the 
Sabbath, and murder. 

On the 5th the Francis failed for Norfolk Ifiand. The laft accounts 
from thence were dated in March 1793; and as we were uncertain 
that the fupplies w'hich hal been fent in the April following by 
Mr. Bampton had been fafely landed, we became extremely anxious 
to learn the exa£t ftate of the fettlement there. This information was 
all the advantage that was expedted to be derived from the voyage ; 
for, whatever Mr. King’s wants might be, the ftores at Sydney were 
incapable of alleviating them. Little apprehenfion was however enter- 
tuned of his being in any need of fupplies, as, at the date of his lafl: 
letter, he reckoned that his crops of wheat and maize would produce 
more grain than would be fufficient for twelve months confumption. 

At this time, an account of the fait provifions remaining in ftorc at 
Sydney and Parramatta being taken, it appeared, that there were fuf- 
ficient for only ten weeks at the ration then ifiiied, viz. three pounds 
per man per week. In this fituation, every addition that could be 
made to the ration was eagerly fought after. Wheat was paid to the 
indufirious in exchange for labour ; and thofe who were allowed to 
fubfift independent of the public ftores availed themfelvcs of that in- 
dulgence to its fulled extent. It might therefore have been expelled, 
that every advantage was taken of fuch a fituation, and that no oppor- 
tunity would be loft from w'hich any profit could be derived. As an 
inftance of this, one Lane, a perfon who had been a convidl, and who 
was allowed to fupport himfelf how he could, was deteded in buying 
a kangooroo of a man employed by an officer to Ihoot for him. The 
game-killer, with the affiftance of fix or feven greyhounds, had killed 
three kangooroos, two of which he brought in ; the third he fold or 
lent to Lane, but fald be had cut it up for his dogs. 
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As mofl of the ofEcers in the colony were allowed people to flioot 
for them, it became neceflary to make fomc example of the man who 
bought, rather than of him who fold ; for it was a maxim pretty ge- 
nerally adopted, that the receiver was more culpable than the thief. 
Tire lieutenant-governor, therefore, ordered Lane to be punifhed with 
one hundred lalhcs, placed upon the commiflary’s books for provi- 
fions, and fent up to labour at Toongabbe. 

About the middle of the month one fmall cow and a Bengal fleer, 
both private property, were killed, and iffued to the non-com miflioned 
officers and privates of two companies of the New South Wales corps. 
This was but the third time that frefli beef had been tailed by the 
colonifls of this country ; once, it may be remembered, in the year 
1788, and a fecond time when the lieutenant-governor and the officers 
of the fettlcment were entertained by the Spanifh captains. At that 
time however, had we not been informed that we were eating beef, 
we fhould never have difeovered. it by the flavour; and it certainly 
happened to more than one Englifhman that day, to eat his favourite 
viand without recognifing the tafle *. 

The beef that was killed at this time was deemed worth eighteen- 
pence per pound, and at that price was fold to the foldiers. The two 
animals together weighed three hundred and feventy-two pounds. 

About this time accounts were received from Parramatta of an un- 
common florm of wind, accompanied with rain, having occurred 
there. In its violence it bordered on a hurricane, running in a vein, 
and in a diredlion from eafl to weft. The weft end of the governor’s 
hut was injured, the p.iling round fome farms which lay in its pafTage 
were levelled, and a great deal of Indian corn was much damaged. 
It was not however felt at Sydney, nor, fortunately, at Toongabbe ; 
and was but of fhort duration ; but the rain was reprefented as having 
been very heavy. The climate was well known to be fubjedl to 
fudden gulls of wind and changes of weather; but nothing of this 
violence had been before experienced within our knowledge. 

It was found that the fettlers, notwithftanding the plentiful crops 
which in general they might be faid to have gathered, gave no affift- 

• We underllood that the Spanilh mode of roalUng beef, or mutton, was, firft to boil 
and then to brown the joint before the fire. 
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ance to government by fending any into (lore. Some fmall quantity 
(about one hundred and fixty bulhels) indeed had been received ; but 
nothing equal either to the wants or expedlations of government. 
They appeared to be moft feduloufly endeavouring to get rid of their 
grain in any way they could ; fome by brewing and diftilling it; fome 
by baking it into bread, and indulging their own propcnfities in eat- 
ing ; others by paying debts contracted by gaining. Even the farms 
themfelves were pledged and lolt in this way ; thofe very farms which 
undoubtedly were capable of fumifliing them with an honelt comfort- 
able maintenance for life. 

No regular account had been obtained of what thefe farms had pro- 
duced ; but it was pretty well afeertained, that their crops had yielded 
at the leaft nearly feven thoufand bufhels of wheat. Of the different 
diftriCts, that of ProfpeCt Hill proved to be the moft productive; fome 
grounds there returned thirty bulhels of wheat for one. Next to the 
diftri^ of ProfpeCt Hill, the Northern Boundary farms were the beft ; 
but many of the fettlers at the other diftriCts aferibed their mifearriage 
more to the late periods at which their grounds were fown, than to 
any poverty in the foil ; and feemed to have no doubt, if they could 
procure feed-wheat in proper time, (that is, to be in the ground in 
April,) and the feafon were favourable, of being repaid the expences 
which they had been at, and of being enabled to fupply the'mfelves 
and families with grain fufHcient for their fuftenance without any aid 
from the public ftores. 

The ground in cultivation on account of government, which had been 
fown with wheat, (three hundred and fixty acres,) was found to have 
produced about the fame quantity as that raifed by the fettlers. Through 
the want of flour, the confumption of this article was however very 
great ; and toward the latter end of the month half of the whole pro- 
duce of the laft feafon (referving twelve hundred bulhels for feed) had 
been iffued. This afforded but a gloomy profpeCt ; for it was much 
feared, that unlefs fupplies arrived in time, the Indian corn would not 
be ripe foon enough to fave the feed- wheat. 

On the 2 jth, the grain from Bengal being expended, and no more 
Indian corn of laft year’s growth remaining that could be ferved, the 
public were informed, that from that time no other grain than wheat 
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could be ifliicd ; and accordingly on that day the male convidls re- 
ceived for their week’s fubfiftence three pounds of pork and eight 
pounds of wheat. One pound of wheat more than was iffued to the 
convidls was received on the Monday following by the civil and 
military. 

In this unprovided (late of the fettlement, the return of Mr. Bamp- 
ton with his promifed cargo of cattle, fait provKions, rice, and dholl, 
began to be daily and anxloully cxpedled. The completion of the Bri- 
tannia’s voyage was alfo looked forward to as a dcfirable event, though 
to be expedled at a fomewhat later period ; and every fliower of rain, as 
it tended to the benefit of the Indian corn then growing, was received 
as a fort of prefage that at leaft the feed wheat, the hopes of next fea- 
fon, would be fafe. Some very welcome rain had fallen during this 
month, which confiderably revived the Indian corn that was firft fown, 
and improved the appearance of that which had been fown later. 

Another divifion of fettlers was this-month added to the lift of thofe 
already eftablifhcd. Williams and Rufc, having got rid of the money 
which they had refpedlively received for their farms, were permitted, 
with fome others, to open ground on the banks of the Hawkelbury, 
at the diftance of about tWenty-four miles from Parramatta. They 
chofe for themfclves allotments of ground conveniently fituated for 
frefh water, and not much burdened with timber, beginning with 
much fpirit, and forming to thcmfelves very fanguine hopes of fuccefs. 
At the end of the month they had been fo ailive as to have cleared 
feveral acres, and were in fome forwardnefs with a few huts. The 
natives had not given them any interruption. 

Thefe people, however, though they had not been heard of where it 
might have been expedled they would have proved troublefome, had 
not been fo quiet in the neighbourhood of Parramatta. Between that 
fettlement and Profpeil Hill fome fettlers had been attacked by a party 
of armed natives and dripped of all their provifions. Reports of this 
nature had been frequently brought in, and many, jperhaps, might 
have been fabricated to anfwer a purpofe ; but there was not a doubt 
that thefe people were very defirous of pofTefling our clothing and 
provifions ; and it was noticed, that as the corn ripened, they con- 
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flantly drew together round the fettlers farms and round the public 
grounds, for the purpofe of committing depredations. 

Several gardens were robbed and feme houfes broken into during 
this ’month, the certain effedl of a reduced ration. One burglary 
which was committed was of fome magnitude, and deferving of men- 
tion. A ferjeant of the New South Wales corps having been on 
guard, on his return to his hut in the morning, had the mortification 
of finding he had been robbed during his abfence of a large quantity 
of wearing apparel, and twenty-feven pounds in guineas and dollars ; 
in fadl the thief had dripped him of all his moveable property, except 
only a fpare fuit of regimentals. The hut dood the fird of a new 
row jud without the town, and ought not to have been left without 
fome perfon to take care of it. The fpoil, no doubt, foon pafTed from 
one hand to another in the praClice of that vice which, as already 
mentioned, too generally prevailed among the lower clafs of the 
people in the colony. 

At Parramatta fome people were taken up and punidied, on being 
dete£Ied in ifluing to themfelves from the dores, where they were 
employed, a greater proportion of provifions than the ration. Thia 
offence had often been committed; and though it was always punidied 
■with feverity, yet while convi^is were employed, it was likely, not- 
withdanding the utmod vigilance, to continue. Vigilance feemed 
only to incite to deeper contrivances ; and perhaps, though difeoveries 
of this pradice had often occurred, yet too manj had been guilty of 
it with impunity, and, being alarmed, had withdrawn in time from, 
the danger. 

But very few appeared deferving of confidence; for, fooner or later, 
wherever it had been placed, cither temptation was too drong, or 
opportunity proved too favourable ; and many who had been deemed 
honed enough to be truded ended their fervices by being detedlcd in a 
breach of that duty which they owed to the public as a return for the 
faith which had been repofed in them. 

This perhaps was owing to the uncertainty of reward for any fervices 
that they might render while in the clafs of convidls. As an exception 
to this rule, however, mud be mentioned thofe people to whom un- 
coiulitional emancipation had been held out at the expiration of a 
7 certain 
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certain period, if then confidered as deferring of his Majefty’s mercy as 
at the time of making the promife. In the hope of this reward they 
continued to conduit theinfelvcs without incurring the flighted cen- 
furc ; and one of them, Samuel Burt, was deemed, through a con- 
feientious and rigid difeharge of his duty, to have merited the pardon 
he looked up to. Accordingly, on the lad day of the month he was 
declared abfolutely free. In the indrument of his emancipation it was 
dated, “ that the remainder of his term of tranfportation w.-is remitted 
“ in eonfideration of his good conduit in difeovering and thereby pre- 
“ venting the intended mutiny on board the Scarborough in her voyage 
“ to this country in the year 1790, and his faithful fervices in the 
“ public dotes under the commiflary fince his arrival.” Independent 
of his integrity as a dorekeeper, he was certainly deferving of fome 
didinguifliing mark of favour for having been the means of faving the 
tranfport in which he came out at the rifle of his own life. 

At the end of this month nearly four hundred acres were got ready 
for wheat at Sydney, and every exertion was making to increafe that 
quantity. 

A large number of flops having been prepared, a frock, fliirt, and 
trowfers, were ferved out to each male convift at Sydney and the in- 
terior fettlements. Shoes were become an article of exceeding fcarcity ; 
and the country .had hitherto afforded nothing that could be fubdituted 
for them. A convict who underflood the bufinefs of a tanner had 
fhewn that the fldn of the kangooroo might be tanned ; but the animal 
was not found in fufficient abundance to anfwer this purpofe for any 
number of people ; and the fkin itfelf was not of a fubdance to be ap- 
plied to the foling of fhoes. 

Among the number of deaths this month was that of William 
Crozier Cook, who expired in confequence of eating two pounds of 
unground wheat, which was forced, by his immediately drinking a 
quantity of water, into the intedines, whence it could not pafs ; and 
though the mod a£live medicines were adminidered a mortification 
took place in the lower part of his intedines, which put an end to his 
life. Cook had, for a length of time after his arrival in this country, 
been a worthlefe vagabond ; but had latterly appeared fenfible how 
much more to his advantage a different chara^er would prove, and 
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had gained the good word and opinion of the overfeers and fuperin- 
tcndants under whom he laboured. 

February.] On the 4th of this month the watches which had re- 
mained fo long undifcovered were brought down from Parramatta by 
Lieutenant M‘Arthur. By a chain of circumftances it appeared that 
they had been ftolen by John BeVan, who at the time had broken out 
of the prifon hut at Toongabbe, and coming immediately down to 
Sydney, in conjunftion with Sutton, (the man who was tried for 
ftealing Mr. Raven’s watch in Odlober 1792,) committed the theft, 
returning with the fpoil to his hut at Toongabbe before he had been 
miffed from it by any of the watchmen. He afterwards played at 
cards with another convidi, and exchanged the watches for a nankeen 
waiftcoat and trowfers. From this man they got into the poircflion of 
two or three other people, and were at laft, by great accident, found 
to be in the pofTefTion of one Batty, an overfeer, in the thatch of 
whofe hut they, together with ten dollars, were fgund fafe and unin- 
jured. The dollars were fuppofed to be part of the money ftolen at 
the fame time from Wallh at the hofpital *, with whom Bevan, feme 
time before, had made acquaintance, winning from him not only a 
hundred weight of flour, which he had almoft ftarved himfelf to lay 
by, but deluding him alfo out of the fecret of his money, with every 
particular that was neceffary to his defign of ftealing it. 

This was the information given againft Bevan by the people through 
whofe hands the watches had paffed ; but as it was entirely unfup- 
ported by any corroborating circumftance, he was difeharged without 
punifhment ; but Batty and another man, Luke Normington, of whofe- 
guilt there was not a doubt, received each a fevere corporal punifh- 
ment by order of the lieutenant-governor. In all the examinations 
which took place, nothing appeared that affefled Sutton, farther than 
the unfupported affertions of one or two other convidls ; but if Bevan 
was aflifted by any one, Sutton, from his general charadler, having 
already dealt in the article of watches, was very probably his friend 
on the occafion. 

The conflancy of this wretched young man (Bevan) was aftonifh- 
ing. He moft fteadily denied knowing any thing of the tranfaiftion, 

* This wretched old min did not long rurvirs the lofs of his money. 
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treating with equal indifference both promifes of rewards and threats 
of punifhment. Crow, who w-as executed in December laft, declared 
a fhort time before he fuffered, that he had been Ihewn tlic watches by 
Bevan in the corn ground between Parramatta and Toongabbe; but as 
they had never been found in his poffdlion, he refolved on obftlnately 
perfifting in the declaration that, however guilty of others, he was. at 
leaft innocent of this offence ; and he thus efcaped this time from 
juftice, to be led, perhaps at no very diftant period, if not fufficiently 
warned, with furcr ftep to the gallows that he had fo ofteif merited, 
and in the high road to which he feemed daily to be walking. 

On the 1 2th the Francis returned from Norfolk Ifland, having been 
abfent five weeks and three days. 

The Information received from that fettlcment was, that the Shah 
Hormuzear and ChcAerficld arrived there from this place, on the id 
day of May laft, when, every article of ftores and provifions which 
had been put on board of them being fafely landed, both Ihips failed 
for India on the 27th day of the fame month ; Captain Bamptonpur- 
pofing to attempt making the paffage between New Holland and New 
Guinea, that was expedled to be found to the northward of Endeavor 
Straits. 

While thefe ihips were off Lord Howe Ifland, they experienced a' 
heavy gale of wind, in which the Shah Hormuzear loft her topmafts, 
and tire Chcfterfield was in much danger from a leak which Ihe fprung. 
Captain Bampton having, in fome bad weather off Norfolk Ifland, loft 
bis long-boat, he, with the afliftance given him by Lieutenant-go- 
vernor King, built, in ten days, a very fine one of two-and-thirty feet 
keel, with which he failed, and without which it would not have been 
quite lafe for him to have proceeded on a voyage where much of the 
navigation lay among iflands and Ihoals, and where part of it had cer- 
tainly been unexplored. 

Mr. King had the fatisfa£lion of ftating, that his crops had been 
abundant, plenty reigning among all deferiptions of people in the 
ifland. His wheat was cut, the firft of it on the 25th of November 
laft, and the harveft was well got in by Chriftmas-day. About two 
thoufand bulhels were the calculated produce of this crop, which would 
have been greater had it not, during its growth, been hurt by the 
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want of rain. Of the maize, the (irft crop (having always two) was 
gathering while the fchooner was there, and, notwithftanding tlie ' 
drought, turned out well ; from one acre and a quarter of ground, 
one hundred and fix bulhels had been gathered ; but it was pretty 
generally eftabliflied on the illand, that thirty-fi.x bufliels of maize 
might be taken as the average produce of an .acre of ground. 

The fuperior fertility of the foil at Norfolk Ifland to that of New 
South Wales had never been doubted. The following account of laft 
year’s crop was tranfmitted by Lieutenant-governor King : ‘ • 

From November 1792 to November 1793 the crop of maize 
amounted to - - - - - 3247 bufliels ; 

Wheat, ------- 1302 ditto; 

Calavances, ------ 50 ditto. 

I’urchafcd in the above time from fettlers and others, at five 
fliillings per bufliel, - 3600 bufliels. 

Referved by them for feed, 3000 ditto of maize ; 

300 ditto of wheat ; 

300 ditto of calavances ; and 
50 tons of potatoes : 

Which, together with three hundred and five bufliels of maize 
brought from thence with the detachment of the New South 
Wales corps at the relief in March 1793, made a total of 

10,152 bufliels of maize, 

1602 ditto of wheat, 

350 ditto of calavances, 

50 tons of potatoes, 

raifed on Norfolk Illand in one twelvemonth, on about two 
hundred and fifty-fix acres of ground. 

Of this crop, and of what had been purchafed, there remained in 
the public ftores, when the fchooner left the illand, forty-three weeks 
maize and wheat ; in addition to which Lieutenant-governor King 
fuppofed he fliould have of this feafon’s growth, after- referring five 
hundred bufliels of wheat for feed, fufficient of that article for the con- 
fumption of fix hundred and ninety-nine perfons *, the whole number 

* The whole number in the fcttlemcnt amounted to one thoufand and eight perfoni. 
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of people viSuallcd there from the ftores for fourteen weeks and a 
half, at the rate of ten pttunds per man per week; and fifty-eight 
weeks maize at twelve pounds per man per week. He had befides, 
at the eftablifhed ration, twelve weeks beef, twenty- nine weeks pork, 
five weeks molaffes, and thirty weeks oil and i'ugar. The whole 
forming an abundance that feemed to place the evil hour of want and 
diftrefs at too great a diftance to excite much alarm or apprehenfion of 
its occurring there. 

The fettlement had been fo healthy, that no lofs by death had hap- 
pened fince we lad heard from them ; and when the fehooner failed 
very few people were fick. There had died, between the 20th 
of November 1791 (the date of Lieutenant-governor King’s return to 
the command at Norfolk Ifland) and the 27th of January 1794, only 
one foldier, forty male convifis, three female convids, and nine- 
teen children, making a total of fixty-three perfons, in two years 
and fixty-eight days ; and ninety-five * children had been born. 
Every deferiptipn of dock, except fome Cape fheep which did not 
breed, was equally healthy as the inhabitants, and were increafing fad. 

On the 22d of Odober the Boddingtons and Sugar-Cane touched 
at that ifland, for the purpofe of landing John Cole, a convid who 
had fecreted himfelf on board the former of thefe drips. Many arti- 
cles of comfort were fold among the fettlers and others from the Sugar- 
Cane. 

On the 2d of the fucceeding month Mr. Raven called there in the 
Britannia, in his way to Bengal, to procure a fupply of frefli pro- 
vifions and vegetables for his people. 

The two natives of New Zealand, who had been fent to Mr. King 
in April lad by the Shah Hormuzear, having completed the purpofe 
for which they had been fent thither, by giving fuch indrudion in 
the procefs of preparing the flax plant, that even with very bad ma- 
terials a few hands could manufadure thirty yards of good canvas in 


• By the commi 0 ur]r*s books there vere, on the 20th of Fcbniary 1794, two hundred 
and hfty*four children in the three*fettlemeots here. On the 30th of January, by Lieu* 
tenant-governor King's return, there were one hundred and forty*eight children at 
Norfolk i making a total of four hundred and two children here and at Norfolk inand. 

a week; 


Digitized by C^oogle 


February.] 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


347 


a week ; and having m.anifefted much anxiety, on the .ippcir.-ince of 
any fliip, to return to their friends and native country, though treated 
with every attention and kindnefs that could difpcl their fears and con- 
ciliate their good opinion ; Mr. King thought thi.s a favourable op- 
portunity of gratifying their withes; and that he might himftlf be a 
witnefs of their not experiencing on the voyage any interruption to 
the good treatment they had met with from every one while under his 
care, he determined to accompany them himfclf. He accordingly, 
giving Mr. Raven the neceflary order, embarked on board of the llri- 
tannia, with a guard from the New South Wales corps, and failed for 
Kew Zealand on the gth. Their paffage thither was thort ; for on the 
fourth day, having rounded the North Cape, the two natives were 
landed among fome of their friends and acquaintance, though not 
cxadlly at the diftridt whereat their families and kindred refided (the 
Bay of lllands) ; and Mr. King returned to Norfolk Idand on the i8th, 
having been ten days on board the Britannia. Captain Nepean, who 
was proceeding in that fhip to Europe by the way of India, remained 
on (hore in the government of Norfolk Bland during Mr. King’s ab- 
fcnce ; but, on his return, reimbarked in the Britannia ; and on the 
2 oth of the fame month Ihe failed on the further profecution of her 
voyage. 

It was not imagined that this delay in the Britannia’s voyage would 
be of any confequence, as Mr. Raven purpofed making what is called 
the Eallern Paflage ; that is, between the fouth end of Mindanao and 
Borneo ; and it was known that the eaftern monfoon did not fet well 
in, nor was attended with good weather in thofe feas before December 
or January’'. 

Mr. King found himfelf compelled to fend by the Francis ten foldiers 
of the detachment of the New South Wales corps on duty there, under 
a charge of mutinous behaviour. A jealoufy which had grown up 
between the foldiers and the free men, fettlcrs and others, occafioned 
by fomc ails of violence and improper behaviour on either fide, broke 
out in the evening of the 1 8 th of laft month, at a place in which the 
lieutenant-governor had permitted plays to be reprefented by the con- 
vidls, as an innocent recreation after labour. Mr. King, who was 
prefent, having thought it neceflary to order one of the foldiers into 
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confinement when the play was ended, the detachment repaired to 
their own commanding-officer, and demanded the releafe of their 
comrade. On his declaring his inability to comply with fuch requeft, 
they lignified a refolution to releafe him therafelves ; upon which the 
officer remonftrated with them, and they dlfperfed. It did not appear 
that they made any attempts to releafe the prifoner; but on the fol- 
lowing morning, when the lieutenant-governor was made acquainted 
with the above circumftances, he convened all the officers in the fet- 
tlement, and laid before them what he had heard, together with an 
account of a determination among the foldiers, to releafe from the 
halberts any of their comrades w'ho fhould be ordered punilhment for 
any offence or injury done to a fettler; all of which he had caufed 
to be authenticated upon oath. The refult of this meeting was, that 
the detachment fhould be difarmed, and that the fettlers late of the 
marines, and Sirius’s (hip’s company, (hould be embodied and armed 
as a militia. This refolution was accordingly put in execution on the 
21ft, by fending the detachment from their quarters unarmed, upon 
different duties ; while the new-raifed militia took poffeffion of their 
arms. On their return, twenty were feledted as mutineers to be fent 
to this place, the remainder returning to their duty immediately ; (but 
of that number ten were, after a few days confinement, pardoned and 
liberated ;) and two days after Mr. King had reflored good order in 
the fettlement the Francis appeared. By her he fent the ten prifoners 
under a guard of an officer and as many foldiers as the veffel could 
conveniently receive. 

A court of inquiry, compofed of the officers of the regiment prefent 
at Sydney, was affembled immediately after the arrival of the Francis, 
to inquire into the complaint which had accompanied the foldiers from 
Norfolk Ifland ; when, after five days deliberation, and examination 
of papers, witneffes, &c. they reported, that the conduct of the fol- 
diers, in difobeying the orders of their officers, was reprehenfible ; but, 
on confidering the provocations which had given birth to that dif- 
obedience, they recommended them to their commanding officer’s 
clemency. 

On the 27th the fchooner failed a fecond time for Norfolk Ifland, 
for the purjiofe of conveying two officers of the New South Wales 
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corps, and fome non-commillioned oflicers and privates, in lieu of 
thofe who had been fent hither, and without whom the detachment 
on duty there would have been too much weakened. 

The natives were again troublefome this month. Two feveral ac- 
counts were fent down from Parramatta, of their having attacked, 
robbed, and be.aten fome of the fettlers’ wives who were repaffing be- 
tween their farms and Parramatta ; and great quantities of corn con- 
tinued to be ftolen by them. One of thefe women (married to Trace, 
a fettler at the foot of Profpedt Hill) was fo feverely wounded by a 
party who robbed and ftripped her of fome of her wearing apparel, 
that Ihe lay for a long time dangeroufly ill at the hofpital. It was 
faid, that the people who committed this and other a<fts of violence 
and cruelty were occafional vilitors with others at Sydney. Could 
their perfons have been properly identified, the lieutenant-governor 
would have taken ferious notice of the offenders. 

Notwithftanding the woods were infeflcd by thefe people, numbers 
of the male convidls, idle, and dreading labour as a greater evil than 
the rifk of being murdered, abfented from the new fettlements, and, 
after wandering .about for a few days, got at length to Sydney almoft 
naked, and fo nearly llarved, that in moft cafes humanity interfered 
between them and the punifhment which they merited. They in 
general pleaded the infnfficiency of the prefent ration to fupport a 
labouring man ; but it was well known that the labour required 
was infinitely fhort of what might have been juftly exafted from 
them, even had the ration been much lefs. They moftly wrought by 
talks, which were fo proportioned to their fituation, that after the hour 
of ten in the forenoon their time was left at their own difpofal ; and 
many found empluyment from fettlers and other individuals who had 
the means of paying them for their labour. At this period, it was 
true, the labouring conviil w.as menaced with the probability of fuffer- 
ing greater want than had ever been before experienced in the fetde- 
ment. On Saturday the 22d (the laft provifion-day in this month) 
there remained in ftore a quantity of fait meat only fufficient for the 
inhabitants until the middle of the fecond week in the next month, 
at which time there would not be an ounce of provifions left, if fome 
fupplies did not arrive before that period. But even this fituation, bad 
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as it certainly was, was ftill alleviated by the alTiftance that the officers, 
fettlers, and others were able to afford to thofe whom they cither re- 
tained in their fervice'or occafionally hired for labour as they wanted 
them. Some who were off the Aore, and who well remembered their 
own diAreffes in the years 1789 and 1791, declared, that with a little 
induAry, and being allowed the indulgence of going out in a boar, 
they could, even at this time, earn a better fubfiAcnce than if they 
were employed by Government, and fed from a full Aore. Nothing 
was loA ; even the fltark was found to be a certain fupply ; the oil 
which was procured from the liver was fold at one fliilling the quart, 
and but very few houfes in the colony were fortunate enough to enjoy 
the pleafant light of a candle. 

The feed-wheat as yet cfcapcd, and might remain untouched for 
another fortnight. The Indian corn was ripening ; and it was hoped, 
that by making fome little dedu£lion from the wheat, it would be 
ready iriWme to fave all the feed that had been referved for the next 
feafon. To lofe the feed-wheat would be to repel every advance which 
had been made toward fupporting ourfelves, and to cruffi every hope 
of independence. All that had been done in cultivation, every acre 
which was preparing for the enfuing crop, would long have remained 
a memorial of our diArefs ; and where exiAed the mind that could 
have returned to the labour of the field with that cheerful fpirit or 
energy that would have been neceffary to enfure future fuccefs ? 

The watch at Parramatta, under the direftion of Barrington the 
conAablc, ever on the look-out for the murderers of Lewis, detefted 
a man of bad charaSer in offering a dollar in payment for fome article 
that he had purchafed, and which dollar appeared to have been buried 
ih the ground. He had been taken up before, and on fearching him 
at that time was not in poffcffion of any money. As nothing more, 
however, than this circumAance was adduced againA him, he was dif- 
charged, it being admitted that he might have earned fomething fince 
that time by his labour. 

The foundation of a fccond barrack for foldiers at Sydney was begun 
in the latter part of this month ; and Baughan’s mill-houfe was covered 
in with tiles. 


Mutton 
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Mutton was this month fold for one fhilling and nine-pence per 
pound. . The Bengal fheep, by crolTing the breed with the Cape ram, 
were found to improve confiderably in appearance and fize. 


CHAP. XXV. 

ALARMINO STATE OF THE 1‘ROVISIONS. THE WILLIAM ARRIVES WITH 

SUPPLIES FROM' ENCLANIl, AND THE ARTHUR FROM bENGAL. — THE 
AMOR PATRI.® NATURAL TO MAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE EARTH.— 
INFORMATION. — MR. BAMPTON. — CAPTAIN BLIGH. — ADMIRAL BARRING- 
TON TRANSPORT LOST. — FULL RATION ISSUED.— INGRATITUDE AND 
JUST PUNISHMENT OF THE SETTLERS. — BUFFIn’s CORN-MILL SET TO 

WORK. GAMING. — HONESTY OF A NATIVE. — THE DXDALVS ARRIVES 

FROM AMERICA. — INFORMATION. FEMALE INCONSTANCY, AND ITS CON- 
SEQUENCES. THE ARTHUR SAILS. THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM NOR- 

FOLK ISLAND. — A BOAT STOLEN. NATIVES KILLED. A NEW MILL.— 

DISORDER IN THE EYES PREVALENT. 

March.] To favc as much of the feed-wheat as poffible, a deduction 
of two pounds was made in the allowance of that article which was 
ferved to the convids on Saturday the firft of the month. The pro- 
vifion-ftore was never in fo reduced a ftate as at this time ; one ferving 
of falt-meat alone remained, and that was to be the food of only half 
a week. After that period, the .profpeft, unlefs we were fpeedily re- 
lieved, was miferable ; mere bread and water appeared to be the por- 
tion of by far the greater part of the inhabitants of thefe fettlements, 
of that part too whofe bodily labour mult be' called forth to reftore 
plenty, and attain fuch a ftate of independence on the parent country 
as would render delay or accident in the tranfport of fupplies a matter 
of much lefs moment to the colony than it had ever hitherto been 
confidered. 

As at this time the ftock of fwine in the pofleftion of individuals 
■was rather confiderable, fome faving of the fait provifions, it was 
thought, might be made, by purchaling a quantity fufficient to ilFue 
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to the military at the rate of four pounds and a half to each man for 
the week, in lieu of the three pounds of fait meat. A quantity was 
therefore purchafed by the commiflary and iflued in the above propor- 
tion, the foldiers receiving the frelh inftead of the fait provifions (to 
which latter they muft have given the preference, being able to rriake 
them go the farthcft) with that checrfulnefs which at all times marked 
their conduft when compliance with any wiflr of their commanding- 
ofHcer was the queftion. 

Both public and private (lock appeared to be threatened witli de- 
(lru£tion. ’ The (beep and goats in the colony w’ere not numbered far 
within one thoufand. The cows had incrcafed that fpecies of (lock 
by thirteen calves, which were produced in the laft year. The cxail 
number of hogs was not, nor could it well be afcertained ; it muft, 
however, have been confiderable, as every induftrious convldt had 
been able to keep one or more breeding fows. All this wore, indeed, 
the appearance of a refource ; yet what would it all have been (admit- 
ting that an equal partition had been made) when diftributcd among 
upwards of three thoufand people ? But an equal partition of private 
(lock, as mod of this was fuch, could not have been expeded. The 
officers holding this (lock in their own hands would certainly take care 
to keep it there, and from it would naturally fupply their own people. 
How far, in an hour of fuch diftrefs, the convidls would have fat 
quietly down on their return from labouring in the field to their 
fcanty portion of bread and water, and looked patiently on while 
others were keeping want and hunger at a diftance by the daily enjoy- 
ment of a comfortable meal of frelh viands ? was a quellion with 
many who thought of their fituation. 

Happily, however, for all defcriptions of people, they were not this 
time to be put to the trial. 

On Saturday the 8th, at that critical moment when the doors of the 
provifion-ftore had clofed, and the convi£ls had received their laft 
allowance of the fait provifions which remained, the fignal for a fail 
was made at the South-head. We expelled a (hip from India in pur- 
fuance of the contrail entered into with Mr. Bampton, who had been 
abfcnt from us nearly eleven months. We alfo looked daily for 
the return of the Dscdalus. We hoped for a (hip from England. 

' But 
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But whence the fliip came for which the fignal Iiad been made was to 
remain for foinc time unknown. One boat alone, with an ofiiccr, 
went down ; (in compliance with an order which had fome days before 
been given to that puqjofe ;) and on its return at night vve were told 
that a Ihip with Englith colours flying had flood into the harbour as 
far as Middle-head; but meeting with a heavy fipiall of wind at fouth, 
in which Ihe fplit her fore-top-fail, was compelled again to put to fea. 
It was conjeflured that Are was a flranger ; for if any perfon on board 
her had had any know'ledge of the harbour, flie might have been run 
with much cafe from the Middle-head into fafety in Spring-cove. 
The officer who went down (Captain Johnfton) unfortunately could 
not board her, fuch a fea ran within the Heads; and the wind blew 
with fo much violence as to render any attempt to get near her ex- 
tremely dangerous. 

At night the wind increafed wdth much rain, and morning was 
anxioufly looked for, to tell us where and who the flranger was. 
Nothing more however was known of her during that day (Sunday), 
the fame caufes as thofe of the preceding day operating againft our 
receiving any other information, than that flie was to be feen from the 
flag-ftaff, whence in the evening word was brought up over land, that 
another veflcl, a brig, was in fight. 

Anxiety and curiofity, now flrained to the utmoft, were obliged to 
wait the paffing of another night; blit about three o’clock on Monday 
the loth, the wind and weather having both changed, to our great 
fatisfa&ion we faw the Ihip William, Mr. William Folger of London 
mafler, anchor fafely in the cove. With her alfo came up the 
Arthur, a final! brig of about ninety-five tons, from Bengal. 

The William, we found, had failed from the river Thames on the 
firfl of July lafl, w'hence fhe proceeded to Cork, where flic took on 
board a cargo of beef and pork for this colony * ; but had not an 
ounce of flour. She left Ireland on the 20th of September, having 

* She hid likewife on board a machine for dreHing flour ; a fmall quantitjr of iron ; 
two pairs of millflones, and fome tools for the fmiths ; all which were received in the 
river. 
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waited fomc weeks for a eonvoy, (the war with France in which Eng- 
land was engaged having rendered the prote£Uon of fome of his Ma- 
jefty’s fliips neceflary,) and made her paflage to this country by the 
route of Rio de Janeiro. She arrived at tliat port on the 2 2d day of 
Kovemljer ; left it the third of the following month ; and made Van 
Dieinan’s Land on the fccond of this month. Mr. Folgcr reported, 
that his weather from the American coaft to this port had been in 
general good. 

We learned that Governor Phillip reached England in the Atlantic 
on the 2 1 ft of May laft. That flrip (which it may be remembered 
failed from this place on the nth of December 1792) palTcd Cape 
Horn on the 17th of the following January; anchored at Rio de Ja- 
neiro on the 7th of February; and failed thence on the 4th of March; 
arriving in the channel without any interruption, fave what was given 
by a French privateer which chafed her when within eight-and-forty 
hours fail of the land. The natives Benillon and Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie 
were well, but not fufEciently divefted of the genuine, natural love 
for liberty and their native country, to prefer London with its plea- 
fures and its abundance to the woods of New South Wales. They 
requefted that their wives might be taught to expedl their return in 
the courfe of this year. Had it been poftible to eradicate in any 
breaft that love for the place of our birth, or where we have lived 
and grown from infancy to manhood, which is implanted in us by 
the kind hand of Nature, it furely would have been eSefted on two 
natives of New Holland, whofe country did not poflefs a finglexharm 
in the eye even of a favage inhabitant of New Zealand *. But we 
now found that in every breaft that fentiment is the fame ; and that a 
love for our native country is not the refult of her being the feat of 
arts and arms ; the refidence of worth, beauty, truth, juftice ; of ail 
the virtues that adorn and dignify human nature ; and of all the plea- 
fures and enjoyments that render life valuable; but that it can be 

* The New Zealanders who were brought hither in the Daedalus In April laft ex> 
pre6ed both here and at Norfolk llland the utmoft abhorrence of this country and its 
inhabitants. 

excited 


Digitized by Google 


March.] IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 3SS 

excited even in a land where wrstchednefs, want, and ignorance liave 
laid their iron hands on the inhabitants, and marked with mifcry all 
their days and nights. 

In the William arrived an aflillant-chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Marfdcn, 
to divide the religious duties of the colony with Mr. Johnfon. 

Had it been known on the evening of the 8th, when the report was 
received that the fhip had been blown out to fea, that fhc contained fo 
valuable a cargo as four months beef and pork (eleven hundred and 
fcvcnty-three barrels of the former, and nine hundred and feven of 
the latter) at the full ration, how would our anxiety h.ive been in- 
creafed upon her account, particularly as it ftill lived in our remem- 
brance, that the Juftinian with a fimilar cargo, after making the North- 
head of this harbour, was blown off to the Northward, was three 
weeks before flie regained the port, and was once within that time 
nearly loft in a heavy gale of wind ! Had the William been blown 
off the coaft for three weeks, how deeply would diftrefs have been felt 
in thefe fettlements ! 

The brig from Bengal had oh board a fmall quantity of beef and 
pork ; fome fugar, Bengal rum, and coarfe callicoes. 

To the great furprife and regret of every one, it was heard from 
Mr. Barber the mafter, that at the time of his departure from Cal- 
• cutta, no accounts had been received of the arrival of Mr. Bampton 
in any port in India. 

' As well at his departure from Norfolk Ifland, as when he quitted 
this place, he had expreffed his refolution of attempting a palfage 
between this country and New Guinea, in the hope of being, if fuc- 
cefsful, the firft to eftablifh a fadt that would be attended with fingular 
advantages to his M.ijefty's fettlements in this part of the world. 

Captain Bligh, of the h.nppy conclufion of whofe fecond voyage for 
the bread fruit we now heard by the William, w'as particularly in- 
ftrudted to furvey the ftraits which feparate New Holland from New 
Guinea. By the accounts of his voyage w'hich reached us, we found 
that the two Ihips Providence and Alfiftance were twenty days from 
their entrance into the ftrait to their finding themfelves again in an 
open fea. The navigation through this paDage w'as deferibed as the 
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moft dangerous ever performed by any navigator, abounding in every 
direiflion with iflaiids, breakers, and flroals, through which they pur- 
fucd their courfe with the utmoll difficulty. In one day, on anchor- 
ing to avoid danger, the Providence broke two of her anchors ; and as 
the eaftern inonfoon was blowing, (the month of September 1792,) 

.and the paffage v/hicli they were exploring was extremely narrow, it 
became impoffible to beat back. From foine of the iflands, eight ca- 
noes formed the daring attempt of attacking the armed tender, and 
with their arrows killed one and wounded two of the feamen. Some 
of thefe canoes were fixty or feventy feet long, and in one of them 
twenty-two perfons were counted. 

This account excited many apprehenfions for Mr. Hampton’s fafety. 

On taking his leave of Lieutenant-governor King, he affured him that 
he hoped to fee Norfolk Illand again in November, expeiling to be 
here early in the month of Odiober. It was known that he had on 
board fome articles of merchandize which he meant to difpofe of at 
Batavia ; but by accounts received at Calcutta from that place a very 
Ihort time before the Arthur failed, he had not touched at that port. 

It was therefore more than probable, that both the Shah Hormuzear 
and Cheftcrfield had been wrecked on fome of the Ihoals with which 
the ftrait abounded, and that their officers and people, taking to their 
long-boats, had fallen facrifices to the natives who had attacked the • 
Affillance, by whofc guns many had been wounded in their attempt 
to carry that velfel. 

To the dlfappointment which the colony fuffained from the failure 
of the contradl already mentioned for cattle and provifions which were 
to have been brought hither by Mr. Bampton, was added the regret 
which every thinking being among us felt on contemplating the cala- 
mitous moments that had, in all probability, brought deftrudUon on fo 
many of our fellow-creatures. 

Mr. Barber alfo informed us, that Captain Patrickfon, who was here 
in the Philadelphia brig in Odober 1792, had purchafed or hired a 
large ffiip, on board of which he had adtually put a quantity of pro- 
vifions and other articles, with which he defigned to return to this 
country ; but under fome apprehenllon that his cargo might poffibly 
I not 
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not be purchafed, he gave up the intention, and when the Arthur 
failed was left proceeding to Europe under Imperial colours. 

The Government of Bengal too had advertlfed for terms to freight 
a vcflel for this country with cattle and provifions; but were diverted 
from the defign by the equipment of the armaments which it was ne- 
ccITary to enter into at that time. 

Thus had the infant colony of New South Wales ftill been doomed 
to be the fport of contingency, the jarring interefts of men co-operating 
with the dangers of the fea to throw obftacles in the way of that long- 
delired independence which would free the mother country from a 
heavy expence, and would deliver the colonills from the conftant ap- 
prehcnfion under which they laboured, of being one day left to feek 
their fubfiftence among the woods of the country, or along the fhore* 
of its coaft 

The report of the probable lofs of the Admiral Barrington tranfport, 
which was received here in February 1793, was now confirmed. It 
appeared, that after failing from Batavia (he reached fo near her port 
as to be in fight of the (hipping at Bombay, but was driven off the 
coaft by a gale of wind, in which (he was forced on (hore on one of 
the Malouine Illands, where (he was wrecked, and her crew (the 
mafter, chief mate, and furgeon excepted) were murdered by the 
natives. Thefe people faved themfelves by fwimming to an Eaft-India 
country (hip which was riding at anchor near the ifland. 

The fight of two velTels at anchor in the cove laden with provifions 
gave at this time greater fatisfadtion than had been known on any 
other arrival ; for never before had the colony verged fo near to the 
point of being without a pound of fait provifions. On Monday the 
loth, (the ilTuing-day to the civil and military,) when all were ferved 
their provifions, there remained only eighteen hundred and three 
pounds of fait meat in (lore ; and even this quantity had been faved by 


• It had been propofed, on the account reaching Bengal of the lofs of his M.ijc(ly’s 
(hip Guardian, to raife by fubfeription a fum fufheient to purchafe and freight a (liip 
with provifions to this country 1 but, from fome accident or other, this benevolent pur- 
pofe was never put in execution. 
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ifluing frefli pork to the non-commiflioned officers and men of the 
regiment on the two laft ferving-days *, 

In confeqnence of thel'e fortunate arrivals, the full ration of fait 
meat was ordered to be iffued ; and as foon as part of the cargo was 
got on fliorc from the ftoreffiip, the deficiency on the laft ferving days 
was completed to the full allowance. The laft of the wheat was ferved 
on the 17th, (a proper quantity being referved for feed,) and on the 
next provifion-day ten pounds of Indian eorn were fubftituted inftead 
of the allowance of wheat. Nothing but dire neceffity could have 
induced the gathering and ilTuing this article in its prefent unripened 
ftatc, the whole of it being foft, full of juice, and wholly unfit to 
grind. Had the fettlers, with only a common lhare of honefty, re- 
turned the wheat which they had received from Government to fow 
their grounds the laft feafon, the reproach which they drew upon 
themfelves, by not ftepping forward at this moment to affift Govern- 
ment, would not have been incurred ; but though, to an individual, 
they all knew the anxiety which every one felt for the prefervation of 
the feed-wheat, yet when applied to, and told (in addition to the fuin 
of ten fliillings per bulhel) that any quantity which they might cboofe 
to put into the ftorc ftiould be brought from their farms without any 
expence of carriage to them, they all, or nearly all, pleaded an in- 
fufficieney to crop their ground for the enfuing feafon ; a plea that was 
well known to be made without a fhadow’ of truth. In confequence 
of this refufal, (for their excufes amounted to as mueh,) the lieutenant- 
governor diredfed all thofe fettlers f, whofe limited time f for being 
vidlualled from the public ftores had expired, to be ftruck off the 
provifion lift, and left to provide for themfelves, a very juft punilh- 
ment for their ingratitude ; for fome had been fed and fupplied from 
the colonial ftores for more than twelve months beyond the time pre- 
feribed for them when they were fettled. This indulgence had been 

* Saved on the 3d and loth of March by ifluing frcfli pork to the non>commi(IIoned 
•eflicers and privates of the New South Wales corps, their wives and children, 1803 lbs. 
There were iflued to the above people, - - - « frefli pork, 5099’ lb*. 

The hogs that were purchafed on this occaflon from individuals cofl government the 
fum of 254 1. 19 8. 6 d. 

f Sixty-three in number. X £>gHteen month*. 
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continued to them from quarter to quarter on account of bad crops, 

> unfavourable feafons, and the reduced ration, with which all of them, 
more or lefs, had had to ftruggle ; and every accommodation had con- 
ftantly been afforded them which was confiflent with the fituation of 
the colony. It was, however, now feen, that they were not the de- 
feription of fettlers from whom, whatever indulgences they might re- 
ceive, Government had any afliftance to cxpcdl ; their principal objedl 
was their own immcdiaie intcrefl ; and to ferve that, they would for- 
get every claim which the public had upon them. 

' The fmall cargo of fait provHions brought by the brig from Bengal 
was purebafed on account of Government for 307!. 16 s. ; the beef at 
five-pence and the pork at eight-pence per pound ; the remainder of 
her cargo was purchafed by the officers of the civil and military de- 
partments. The cargo of the William, which arrived in very good 
order, was all landed, and the fhip cleared and difeharged from Go- 
vernment employ on the aSth. 

The Rev. Mr. Marfden entered on the duties of his fundlion the 
firft Sunday after his arrival, prc.-iching to the military in a barrack 
prepared for the occafion in the forenoon, and to the convidls at the 
church eredlcd by Mr. Johnfon in the afternoon. 

On the day when the William anchored in the cove Buffin’s new . 
mill was completed and fet to work ; and Wilkinfon’s was in fome 
forw.ardnefs. At firft it went rather heavily ; but in a few days, with 
nine men’s labour, it ground fixty-three pounds of wheat in feventeen 
minutes. It muft be obferved, that not any mill was yet ereiftcd in 
the colony whereat corn was ground for the public, the military as 
well as the convids grinding their own grain themfelves. Whenever 
wind or water-mills fhould be ereded, this labour would be i’aved, 
and the allowance of wheat or Indian corn be ilfued ground and 
dreffed. 

The late diftrefs of the colony was not found to have made any 
amendment in the morals of the convids. Gaming ftill prevailed 
among them in its fullcft extent ; and a theft which was committed at 
one of thefe meetings (hewed how far it was carried. Among thofe 
who made a daily pradice of gaming was one who, in his fituation as 
an pverfeer, had given fuch offence to fome of his fellow-prifoners, 

that 
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that a plan was formed to plunder him the firft time that he Ihould 
have a fum worthy of their attention. He was accordingly furrounded 
when engaged at play, by a party who, watching their opportunity, 
milled upon him when he had won a ftake of fivc-and-twcnty dollars, 
and, in the confufion that enfued, fecured the whole. He was, how- 
ever, fortunate enough to feize one of them, with ten of the dollars in 
his hand, but was not able to recover any more. The man whom he 
fecured proved to be Samuel Wright, who In the month of July laft 
had been reprieved at the foot of the gallows ; fo foon had he for- 
gotten the terror of that moment. On this circumftance being reported 
to the lieutenant-governor, Wright received an immediate corporal 
punifliment. 

M‘Koy, the overfeer, confetfed that gaming had been for many 
vears his profeflion and fubiiftcnce, though born of honeft and reputa- 
ble parents ; and he acknowledged, that but for his purfuit of that 
vice he fliould never have vifited this country in the fituation of a 
conviS. 

A better principle fliewed itfelf fhortly after in Ca-ru-ey, a native 
youth, who, from long refidence among us, had contraded fome of 
our diftindions between good and ill. Being fifhing one morning in 
his canoe near the lieutenant-governor’s farm, he perceived fome con- 
vids gathering and fecrcting the Indian corn which grew there ; and, 
knowing that ads of that nature were always punilhed, he inftantly 
came to the fettlement, and g.ave an account of ^what he had feen, in 
time to fecure the offenders on the fpot, with the corn in their pof- 
feffion. 

As he made no fecret of what he had done, it was apprehended that 
fome revenge might, if they were punilhed, be levelled at him on a 
future opportunity, they were therefore pardoned ; but Ca-ru-ey was 
neverthelefs applauded and recompenfed for his attention and honefty. 

Among other articles of Information received by the William, we 
were affured, that it had been induftrioufly circulated in England, that 
there was not in this country either grafs for graminivorous animals, 
or vegetables for the ufc of man. This report was, however, rather 
forcibly contradided by the abundant incrcafe of all deferiptions of 
live ftock at this time in the colony, and by the plenty which was to 
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be found in every garden, ■whether cultivated by the officer or by tlic 
convifl. A ftriking inflance of this plenty occurred at Parramatta a 
few days before the arrival of the ftorefliip, when fix tons and two 
hundred weight of potatoes ■were gathered as the produce of only 
three quarters an acre of ground. From the then reduced ftate of 
the ftores, they were fold for fifty pounds. 

Mutton was fold in this month for one fliilling and nine-pence per 
pound. 

April.] In the forenoon of Thurfday the 3d of April', the fignal 
was made at the South-head for a fail, and about four o’clock the 
Datdalus ftoreffiip anchored in the cove from the nortli-weft coaft of 
America ; but laft from Owhyhee, one of the Sandwich Iflands, from 
which place ffie failed on the 8ch day of February lad. 

Lieutenant Hanfon, on his arrival at Nootka Sound the 8th of lafl 
Odlober, found only a letter from Obtain Vancouver, dire£ling him 
to follow the Difeovery to another port ; between which and Nootka 
he fortunately met with her and the Chatham, and was afterwards 
obliged to proceed with them to the Sandwich Iflands, before Captsdn 
Vancouver could take out of the Daedalus the (lores which were con- 
figned to his charge. The harbour of Nootka was ftill in the hands 
of the Spaniards, and fome jealoufy on their part prevented the 
delivery of the flores from the veflfel in any of the SpanKh ports on 
the coad. 

Mr. Hanfon was informed, that three, natives of Whahoo (the 
ifland whereat his predecelTor in the Dzdalus, Lieutenant Herged, 
with the adronomer, Mr. Gootch, and the feaman were killed,) had 
been delivered up by the cliief of the ifland to Captain Vancouver, 
for the purpofe of being offered as an expiatory (acrifice for thofe 
murders ; and that they were accordingly, after remaining fome (hort 
time on board the Difeovery, taken one by one Into a canoe, and put 
to death aJongfide that (hip by one of their chiefs. A pidol was the 
indrument made tifc of on this occafion, which certainly was as ex- 
traordina:ry as unexpe£fed. 

The great accommodation which thofe iflands proved to (hips trad- 
ing OB the north-weft coaft of America rendered it abfolutaly ncceii. 
£uy, that the inhabhanta (bould be made to uoderftaad that wc never 
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would nor could pafs unnoticed an aft of fuch atrocity. With this 
view Captain Vancouver had demanded of the chief of Whahoo the 
murderers of Mr. Hergeft and his unfortunate companions. It was 
not fuppofcd that the people facrificed were the adlual perpetrators of 
thefe murders ; but that an equal number of the natives had been 
given up as an atonement for the Europeans we had loft. 

The native of this country who accompanied Lieutenant Hanfon 
we had the fatisfafiion of feeing return fafe in the Dxdalus. He had 
condufted himfelf with the greateft propriety during the voyage, 
readily complying with whatever was required of him, and not in- 
curring, in any one inftance, the dillike or ill-will of any perfon on 
board the (hip. Wherever he went he readily adopted the manners of 
thofe about him; and when at Owhyhee, having difcovered that favours 
from the females were to be procured at the eafy exchange of a look- 
ing-glafs, a nail, or a knife, he was not backward in prefenting his 
little offering, and was as well received as any of the white people in 
the Oiip. It was noticed too that he always difplayed forae tafte in 
felefling the objefi of his attentions. The king of Owhyhee earneftly 
wifhed to detain him on the illand, making fplendid offers to Mr. 
Hanfon, of canoes, warlike inftruments, and other curiofities, Co pur- 
chafe him ; but if Mr. Hanfon had been willing to have left him, 
Collins would not have confented, being very anxious to return to 
New South Wales. 

He did not appear to have acquired much of our language during 
hia excurfion ; but feemed to comprehend a great deal more than he 
could lind words to exprefs. . 

On his arrival at Sydney he found his wife, whom he had left in a 
date of pregnancy, in the poffeffion of another native, a very fine 
young fellow, who fmee his coming among us had gone by the name 
of Wyatt. The circumftance of his return, and the novelty of his 
appearance, being habited like one of us, and very clean, drew many 
of his countrymen about him; and among others his rival, and his 
wife. Wyatt and Collins eyed each other with indignant fullennefsi 
while the poor wife (who had recently been delivered of a female 
child, which Ihortly after died) appeared terrified, and as if not know- 
ing which to cling to as her proteClor, but expeding that Ihe Ibould 
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be the fufferer, whether afcertained to belong to her former or her 
prefent hufband. A few days, however, determined the point : her 
travelled hufband fhivered a fpear with Wyatt, who was wounded in 
the conteft, and the wife became the prize of the vidlor, who, after 
thus afeertaining his right by arms, feemed indifferent about the re- 
ward, and was foon after feen traverfing the country in fearch of 
another wife. 

Three young gentlemen of the Difeovery and Chatham’s quarter- 
decks arrived here in the Dxdalus, to procure paffages from hence to 
England. Among them was the Honourable Thomas Pitt, who on 
his arrival here firll learnt the death of his father, the late Lord 
Camelford. 

Captain Vancouver not having room for all the provifions which 
were fent him from the public ftores of this fettlement, the greateft 
part of them were returned. 

While the Dsedalus was in the morning ffanding in for the harbour, 
the Arthur went out, bound to that part of the world from which flic 
was juft arrived, the north-weft coaft of America. Four convids 
whofe terms of tranfportadon had expired were permitted to quit 
the colony in her. She alfo took away the carpenter of the Fairy, 
American brig, who had been left on ftiore dangeroufly ill when 
Mr. Rogers failed, but who had perfedUy recovered through the great 
attention and medical ailiftance which he received at the hofpital. 

The day following the arrival of the Dzdalus, the Francis febooner 
returned from Norfolk Ifland, having been abfent five weeks and one 
day. In her arrived the Rev. Mr. Bayne, the chaplain of the New 
South Wales corps, and Mr. Grimes, the deputy-furveyor of lands, 
with fome few other paffengers. 

Lieutenant-governor King’s fecond crop of, Indian com had been 
fo produdive, that he was enabled to make an offer of fending five 
thoufand bufliels of that article to this colony, if required. 

The peace and good order which univerfally prevailed at Norfolk 
Ifland having rendered unneceffary the keeping together the fettiers as 
a militia, they had fome time before the arrival of the Francis re- 
turned to their feveral avocations on their refpedive farms. 
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Notwlth&andlng the ill fuccefs which had hitherto attended the ^ 
' endeavours of the Irilh convi<2s llationed at Toongabbe and Pam- 
matta to find a way from this country to China, a few of them weie 
again hardy enough to attempt eife^ing their cfcape, and getm^ 
thither in a fmall boat, which they took from a fettler, and widi 
which they got out of the harbour in the night of the 1 2 th of this 
month. They had furniflied thcrafelvcs with fomc provihont; but 
the wretchednefs of their boat mull have enfured to them the feme 
end which certainly befel Tarwood and his companions, particularly 
as it blew a gale of wind the day fucceeding their departure. It was 
at frrll imagined tliat (hey would be heard of at the Hswkefbury ; but 
no accounts having been received of them at the end of the numth, 
there could be little doubt of their having perifhed. 

From the fettlement on the banks of that tiver the bell reports con- 
tinued to be received from time to time; every where the fettlers 
found a rich black mould of leveral feet depth, and one man had in 
three months planted and dug a crop of potatoes.. The natives, how- 
ever, had given them fuch interruption, as induced a neceffity for 
firing upon them, by which, it was faid, one man was kified. 

At Toongabbe, where the Indian com was growing, their vifita 
ond their depredations were fo frequent and extenfive, that the watch- 
men ilationsd for the prote^ion of the corn-grounds were obliged to 
fire on them, and one party, confiderable in number, . after having 
bees driven off, returning dire&ly to the plunder, was purfued by the 
watchmen for feveral miles, when a conteft enfued, in which the na- 
tives were worfied, and three were left dead on the fpot. The watch- 
men had fo often come in with accounts of this nature, that, appre- 
henfive led the prefent tranfaflion fhould not be credited, they 
brought in with them, -as a teftimooial not to be doubted, the head 
of one of thofe whom they had (lain. Witl^ this witnefs to fupport 
them, they told many wonderful circumdances of the purfuit and fub- 
foquent fight, which they dated to have taken place at lead fourteen 
miles from the fettlement, and to have been very defperately and ob- 
ftinately fudained on the part of the natives. It was remarked, how- 
ever, that not one of the watchmen had received the flighted injury, 
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a cincumflance that threw a (hade over their ftory, which, but for the 
production of the head, would have been altogether diftelieved. 

Whatever might have been the truth, it is certain that a party of 
natives appeared the following day about the corn grounds, but con* 
duded thetnfelves with a great deal of caution, Aationing one . of their 
party upon the flump of a tree which commanded an extenfivc view 
of the cultivated grounds, and retreating the inflant they perceived 
themfelves to be obferved. 

From the quantities of hulks and leaves of corn which were found 
'fcattered about the dwelling places of thefe people, their depredatiooa 
this feafon mull: have been very extenfive. 

At Sydney a large party of natives aflembled for the purpofe of 
tauming the body of Carradah, the native mendoned in the tranfaCfions 
of the month of December laft, by the name of Midjer Bool. He had 
been put to death while afleep in the night by fome people 'who were 
inimical to his tribe ; and the nadves who witnefled the performance 
of the laft rite alTured us, that when the murderers fhoukl be difeo- 
vered feveral fevere contefts would enfue. it was at this dme that the 
rencounter between Collins and Wyatt took place ; and fome other 
points of honour which remained unfettled were then determined, not 
without much violence and bloodihed, though no one was killed. 

Cropping the ground with wheat formed the general and moft ma- 
terial labour of this month. On the public account nearly four hun- 
dred acres were Town with that clTential grain. At this dme wheat 
bore the price of twenty (hillings a bu(hcl. 

The crops of Indian corn in general turned out very produGive. 
An officer who held an allotment of an hundred acres near Parramatta, 
from each acce of nineteen, on a light (andy foil, gathered fifty buihels 
of (helled corn ; and a patch of Caffre com, growing in th« like foil, 
produced the fame quantity p^ acre. This grain had been introduced 
into our fettlement from the Cape of Good Hope by Captain Paterfon, 
and was found to anfwer well for fattening of ftock. No one having 
attempted to feparate the farinaceous part of the grain from the hu&, 
which was of an aftringent quality, no judgment had been formed of 
its utility as a flour ; but fome who had ground it and mixed the whok 
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together into a pafte pronounced it to be equal to any preparation of 
oatmeal. 

Wilkinfon’s grinding machine was fct in motion this month. It was 
a walking mill, upon a larger conftrudtion than that at Parramatta. 
The diameter of the wheel in which the men walked was twenty-two 
feet, and it required fix people to work it. Thofe who had been in 
both mills (this and Buffin’s, which was worked by capllan-bars and 
nine men,) gave the preference to the latter; and in a few days it 
was found to merit it ; for, from the variety and number of the wheels 
in Wilkinfon’s machinery, fomething was conftantly wrong about it. 
Finding, after a fair trial, that it was imperfedt, it was taken to pieces ; 
and Bufiin was employed to replace it by another mill upon the fame 
principle as that which he had himfelf conllrudled ; and Wilkinfon re-. 
turned to Parramatta. 

An inflammation of the eyes appeared to be a diforder generally 
prevalent among all defcriptions of people at this time. It raged at 
firft among children ; but when got into a houfe, hardly any perfon 
in it efcaped the complaint. It was accounted for by the variable and 
unfettled weather which we had during this month. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

THE WJLLIAM SAILS.— CULTIVATION. — EXCURSION IN SEARCH OF A RIVER. 

—A STORESHIP ARRIVES. CAPTAIN BAMPTON.— FULL RATION. THE 

BRITANNIA, SPEEDY, AND HALCYON ARRIVE.— PARTICULARS.— ACCOUNT 

OF STOCK. — ROBBERIES. — THE HOPE ARRIVES, THE INDISPENSABLE AND 

HALCYON SAIL.— THE FANNY ARRIVES FROM BOMBAY.— INFORMATION.— 
TWO CONVICTS EXECUTED.— THE HOPE SAILS. 

May.3 Early in this month the William failed on her filhing 
voyage to the coaft of Peru. Mr. Folger, her matter, purpofed trying 
what fuccefs might be met vrith on this coatt for a few weeks, it being 
the wifh of his owners in confequencc of the reports brought home by 
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fome of the whaling (hips which were here in 1792. If he (hoold be 
at all fortunate, he intended to return to this port with the account ; 
it being the anxious wi(h of every officer in the colony to hear of any- 
thing that was likely to make a return to the mother country for the 
iimnenfe Aims which muft annually have been expended on this fet- 
tlement. 

Some difpatches and returns being fent by this (hip, it appeared, 
that here and at Norfolk Ifland were exifting, at the latter end of laft 
month, four thoufand four hundred and fourteen perfons of all de- 
feriptions, men, women, and children. Eftimating the daily expence 
of thefe at two (hillings a head, (a fair calculation, when every article 
of provifions, clothing, ftores, freight of (hips, allowance for civil and 
military cAablilhments, damaged cargoes, &c. &c. was confidered,) 
it will be found to amount annually to the Aim of one hundred and 
fixty-one thoufand one hundred and eleven pounds ; an expence that 
called loudly for every exertion toward eafmg the mother country of 
fuch a burden, by doing away our dependence on her for many of the 
above articles, or by affording a return that would be eqiul to (bme 
part of this expence. 

Separated as we were from Europe, conftantly liable to accidents 
interrupting our fupplies, which it might not always be poffible to 
guard againA or forefee, how cheering, how grateful was it to every 
thinking mind among us, to obferve the rapid Arides we were making 
toward that defirable independence ! The progrefs made in the cul- 
tivation of the country infured the confequent increafe of live Aock; 
and it muA be remembered, that the colony had been fupplied with no 
other grain than that raifed within itfelf fince the i6th day of laA 
December. 

"^he permiffion given to officers to hold lands had operated power- 
fully in favour of the colony. They were liberal in their employment 
of people to cultivate thofe lands ; and fuch had been their exertions, 
that it appeared by a furvey taken in the laA month by Mr. Alt, that 
nine hundred and eighty-two acres had been cleared by them Ance that 
permiffion had been received. Mr. Alt reported, that there had been 
cleared, Ance Governor Phillip’s departure in December 1792, two 
thoufand nine hundred and Axty-two acres and one quarter j which, 
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added to reventeen hundred and three acres and a half that were 
cleared at that time, made a total of four thoufand fix hundred and 
fixtj-five acres and three quarters of cleared ground in this territorr. 
It muft be farther remarked in favour of the gentlemen holding ground, 
that in the (lion period of fifteen months*, the officers, civil and 
military, had cleared more than half the whole quantity of ground 
that had been cleared by government and the fettlers, from the efta- 
bliniment of the colony to the date of the governor’s departure. The 
works of government, however vigilantly attended to, always pro- 
ceeded flowly, and never with that fpirit and energy that arc created 
by intered. 

The people who were to labour for the public had in general been 
hut fcantily fed, and this operated againft any great exertions. The 
fettlers were not fed any better ; and though they lud an intereA in 
working with fpirit, yet they always looked to be fupplied from the 
public dores beyond the time allowed them ; and were confequeatly 
carelels, indolent, and poor : while the officer, from the hour he re- 
ceived his grant, applied himfelf with adlivity to derive a benefit from 
it ; and it was not too much to fay, that the independence of the 
colony was more likely to be attained through their exertions, than by 
any other means. To encourage them, therefore, was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to accelerate and promote the profperity of the colony. 

One woman and fix men, whofe terms of tranfportation had expired, 
were permitted to quit the colony in the William. 

Some natives, who had obferved the incrcafing number of the fet- 
tlers on the banks of the Hawkefbury, and had learned that we were 
Iblicitous to difeover other ffcdi-watcr rivers, for the purpofe of form- 
ing fettlemcnts, aflured us, that at no very great didance from Botany 
Bay, there was a river of frefh water which ran into the fea. As very 
little of the coad to the Southward was known, it was determined 
fend a dnall party in that direflion, with provifions for a few days, it 
not being improbable that, in exploring the country, a river might be 
found which bad hitherto cfcaped the obfervation of ffilps running 
along the coad. 

* The officers did not bejm to open ground until February 1793. 

Two 
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Two people of fufficient judgment and difcrction for the purpofe 
being found among the military, they fet off from the fouth fhorc of 
Botany Bay on the 14th, well armed, and fumiihed with provifions 
for a week. They were accompanied by a young man, a native, as a 
guide, who profeffed a knowledge of the country, and named the place 
where the frefli water would be found to run. Great expedations 
were formed of this e.xcurlion, from the confidence with which the 
native repeatedly affected the exiftence of a frdh-water river; on the 
20th, however, the patty returned, with an account, that the native 
had foon walked beyond his own knowledge- of the country, and 
tmficd to them to bring him fafe back ; that having penetrated about 
twenty miles to the fouthw’ard of Botany Bay, they came to a large 
inlet of the fea, which formed a fmall harbour ; the head of this they 
rounded, without difeovering any river of frefli water near it. The 
country they deferibed as high and rocky in the neighbourhood of the 
harbour, which, on afterwards looking into the chart, was fuppofed 
to be fomewherc about Red Point. Tlie n.ative returned with the 
foldiers as cheerfully and as well pleafed as if he had led them to the 
banks of the firft river in the world. 

An cxcurfion of another nature was at this time framing among 
fome difeontented Irilh convicts, and was on the point of being car- 
ried into execution when difeovered. Among thofe who came out 
in th« laft flilps from Ireland was a convidt who had been an attorney 
in that kingdom, and who was weak enough to form the hazardous 
fcheme with feveral others of feizing a long-boat, in which they were 
to endeavour to reach Batavia. A quantity of provifions, water-calks, 
fails, and other neceffary articles, were provided, and were found, at 
the time of making the difeovery, in the houfe of the principal. Thefe 
people had much greater reafon to rejoice at, than to regret, the dif- 
eovery of their plot ; for the wind, on the day fucceedlng the night in 
which they were to have gone off, blew a heavy gale ; and, as there 
were no profeffed feamen in the party, it was more than probable that 
the boat would have been loft. The greateft evil that attended thefe 
defertions was the lofs of the boats which -were taken off ; for the co- 
lony could not fuftain mucii injury by the abfence of a few wretches 
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vho were too idle to labour, and who mud be conflantly whifpcring 
their own difcontents among the other convidts. 

On the 24th of this month we had the fatisfadion of feeing the 
Indifpcnfable, a ftorelhip, anchor in the cove from England, with a 
cargo confiding principally of provifions for the colony. We under- 
ilood that (he was the fird of fix or feven fhips which were all to bring 
out dores and provifions, and which, if no accident happened in the 
palTage, might be expefted to anive in the courfc of two months. 
The fupply of clothing and provifions intended to be conveyed by 
them, together with what had been received by' the William, was 
calculated for the confumption of a twelvemonth. The quantity 
which now arrived in the Indifpenfable formed a fupply of flour for 
twelve weeks, beef for four ditto, pork for four ditto, and of peafe 
for fourteen ditto. She failed from Spithead the 26th of lad December, 
touched at Tencrific and at the Cape of Good Hope, from which 
place file failed on the 30th of March lad, and made the South Cape 
of this country the 17th of this month. Between the Cape of Good 
Hope and this port, the mader dated that he found the weather in 
general very rough, and the prevailing winds to have blown from 
W. N. W. to S. W. 

At the Cape of Good Hope Mr. Wilkinfon met with the Chefter- 
ficld, which failed hence in April 1793 with the Shah Hormuzear; and 
one of her people, who had been formerly a convidl in this country, 
widiing to return to it, we now collected from him fome information 
refpedling Mr. Bampton’s voyage. He told us, that the two fliips 
were fix months in their paflage hence to Timor, owing to the diffi- 
culty which they met with in the navigation of the ftraits benveen 
New Holland and New Guinea. On one of the iflands in thefe ftraits 
they loft a boat, which had been fent on fliore to trade with the na- 
tives. In this boat went, never to return, (according to this perfon's 
account,) Captain Hill; Mr. Carter, a friend of Mr. Bampton’s; 

Shaw, the fird mate of the Chefterficld ; Afeott, who had 

been a convift here, and who had diftinguiflied himfelf at the time 
the Sirius was loft; and two or three black people belonging to the 
Shah Hormuzear. It was conjedlured that they were, immediately 
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after landing, murdered by the natives, as the people of a boat that 
was fent fome hours after to look for them found only the clothes 
which they had on when they left the Ihip, and a lantern and tinder- 
box which they had taken with them ; the clothes were torn into 
rags. At a fire they found three hands ; but they were fo black and 
disfigured by being burnt, that the people could not afeertain whether 
they had belonged to black or white men. If the account of this man 
might be credited, the end of thefe unfortunate gentlemen and their 
companions muft have been truly horrid and deplorable ; it was how- 
. ever certain that the fhips failed from the idand without them, and 
their fate was left in uncertainty, though every poflible efibrt to dif- 
cover them was made by Mr. Bampton. 

At Timor Mr. Bampton took in a very valuable freight of fandal 
wood, with which he proceeded to Batavia ; and when the Chefter- 
field parted company, he hoped foon to return to this country. 

In confequence of the fupplies received by the Indifpenfable, the 
full ration of flour was direded to be ifliied, and the commiflary was 
ordered not to receive for the prefent any more Indian com that might 
be brought to the public ftores for fale. The following weekly ration 
was eftablifhed until further orders, and commenced on the 27th : 

Flour eight pounds; beef feven pounds, or pork four pounds; 
Indian corn three pints, in lieu of pcafe. 

The whole quantity of Indian corn purchafed by the commiflary on 
account of Government from fettlers and others amounted to fix 
thoufand one hundred and fixty-three bulhels and a quarter, which, 
taken at five (hillings per bu(hel, came to the fum of 1540!. i6s. 3d. 

Toward the latter end of this month, Wilkinfon, the millwright, 
was drowned in a pond in the neighbourhood of the Hawkefbury 
River. He had been there on a Sunday with fome of the fettlers to 
(hoot ducks, and getting entangled with the weeds in the pond was 
drowned, though a good fwimmer; thus untimely perilhing before 
he could reap any reward from his induftry and abilities. 

Several people ftill continued to complain of fore eyes, but the dif- 
order was difappearing faft. 

June.] The (ignal for a fail was made in the morning of the firft of 
June, and was conjedlured to be for one of the (hips expefted to 
arrive from England ; but in a few hours word was brought that the 
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Britannia was fafe within tlie harbour. This arrival gave general 
fatisfaftion, as many doubts about her return had been created by 
Lome accounts which the niafter of the Indifpenfable had heard at the 
Cape of Good Hope, of the Bay of Bengal being full of French pri- 
vateers. 

On Mr. Raven’s arrival at the fettlement, we learned that he had 
been forced to go to Batavia inftead of Bengal, having been attacked 
in the Straits of Malacca by a fleet of piratical Proas, which engaged 
him for fix hours, and from whom he might have found fome diffi- 
culty to efcape, had he not fortunately killed the captain of the one 
which was neareft to the Britannia when in the adt of making prepa- 
rations for boarding him. At Batavia he was informed that his paf- 
fage to Bengal was very precarious, from the number of French pri- 
vateers which infefted the bay, as well as the weft coaft of Sumatra, 
feveral veflels having arrived at Batavia which had been chafed by 
them. Mr. Raven, therefore, determined to load the Britannia at 
Batavia, and, after fome neceflary arrangements with the governor- 
general and council, purchafed the following cargo at the annexed 
prices for the fettlements in New South Wales : viz. 

Rix-doIltrc« Sdfcn. 

250 Cafks of beef - 1 1 1,264{- lbs. at 9 ftivers* 20,862 2 

250 Cafks of pork - 83,8654. lbs. at ditto - 15,724 37 

500 Pecolsj" of fugar, at 7 rix-clollars 27 ftivers per 

Pecol. - - - 3781 12 

35 Coyangs J of rice, at 55 rix-dollars per Coyang 1925 o 
To thefe muft be added for extra boat-hire. Hire of 
twenty hlack people for twenty days, and commiflion 
on the purchafe at 2f per cent. - . _ 1493 o 

Rix-dollars - 42,786 3 

The bills drawn on the treafury for this cargo bearing a 
premium of 16 per cent., there was deducted from 
the whole - - - - 6040 o 

Which reduced the total amount to rix-dollars - 37.746 3 

* Forty-eight ftivers the riz-dollar. 

t Pecol. one hundred and thirty- three pounds EngliOi. 

t Coyang, three thoufand three hundred and ferenty-fire pounds Dutch. 

Or 
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Or in fterling money of Great Britain 
To which the hire * of the fliip being adJed, 

The whole of the expence amounted to - jC* 9759 lo 

C.iptain Nepean, who left this place as a paflenger in the Britannia, 
and took with him fome difpatches for government, and the private 
letters of the officers, left Batavia on the 17th of February lad in 
the Prince William Henry, a faft failing fchooner, bound diredl for 
England. 

The Britannia arrived at Batavia on the i ith of February, and 
failed for this country on the loth of April following. While fhe lay 
at Batavia, the feafon w.as extremely unhealthy, and fome of her 
people fell vlflims to the well-known infalubrity of the climate. 

At Batavia Mr. Raven learned that the Shah Hormuz.ear failed from 
thence for Bombay three months before he arrived there ; and the 
report we had heard of the difafter which befel the boat and people 
from that fhip, in the paffage through the Straits between this country 
and New Guinea, was confirmed at Batavia. As, however, Mr. Bamp- 
ton had not fince been heard of, it was more than probable he had 
fallen a prize to fome of the privateers which were to be met with in 
thofe feas. 

His Majefty’s birth-day did not pafs without that diftinftion which 
we all, as Englilhmen devoted to our fovereign, had infinite pleafurc 
in fliewing it. 

On the 8th the Speedy, a ftorefhip commanded by Mr. Melville, 
who was here in 1791 in the Britannia whaler, anchored in the cove 
from England, with a cargo of ftores and provifions for the colony, 
and clothing for the New South Wales corps. Mr. Melville failed a 
few hours before the Indifpenfable, and touched at Rio de Janeiro, 
whence he had a long paffage of feveral weeks. He made the I'outh 
cape of this country the 2d inflant ; and arrived here in a leaky and 
weak condition. 

Good fortune befriended us in the paflage of thi fhip ; for flic ran 
fafely through every part where there could be danger, without a 

• She was chartered at fourteen (hillings and fixpence per ton per month, and to be 
paid for two hundred and ninety-fix tons, her regiltcred meafurement. 
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gun on board to defend her from an enemy if fhe fliould have met 
with any. 

On the 14th, a few hours after the fignal was made at the South- 
head, arrived in the harbour the Halcyon, a fltip from Rhode Ifland, 
commanded by Mr. Benjamin Page, who was here in the fhip Hope 
at the clofe of the year 1792, and who had ventured here again with 
a cargo of provifions and I'pirits * on fpcculation. 

Mr. Page made his paflage from Rhode Ifland in one hundred and 
fifteen days, and without touching at any port. His run from the 
fouth cape of New Holland was only five days. The fliip he built 
himfelf at Providence, after his return from China in the Hope. 
That (hip W’as only two months in her voyage from hence to Canton, 
and Mr. P.age did not fee any land until he made the Ifland of Tinian. 
This place he now reprefented as well calculated to furnifli a freight of 
cattle for this colony. 

Of the convitTs that Mr. Page was permitted to Ihip at this port in 
his laft voyage, William Murphy behaved fo extremely ill, having 
more than once endeavoured to e.xcite the crew to mutiny, that at 
St. Helena he delivered him to the captain of his Majefty’s fliip 
Powerful, whom he found there. This proved in the event a circum- 
flance of great good fortune to Murphy, for, being diredlly rated on 
that {hip’s books (his abilities as a fail-maker entitling him to that fitu- 
ation), and a French Eall Indiaman being captured by the Powerful a 
very few hours after, he became entitled to a feaman’s fhare of the 
produce of her cargo, which was a very valuable one. 

Bateman he carried on with him to Rhode Ifland, where he mar- 
ried, but had more than once exhibited fymptoms of returning to 
habits which he had not forgotten, and which would foon bring him 
to difgrace in his new fituation. Shepherd he had put on board a fliip 
bound to Oftend, and fpoke well of his condudl. 

Captain Page at firfl: thought he had come to a bad market with his 
provifions ; for the day was arrived when we found ourfelves enabled 
to fay that we were not in want of any cafiiol fupplics; but by the 
end of the month he declared he had not made a bad voyage ; his 

* Eight hundred barreU of beef and pork, American cured. About fire thoutand 
gallon* of fpirils; a fmall quantity of tobacco, tea, nankeen*, &c. 
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fpirits and provlfions were nearly all purchafed by Individuals ; and 
what he at firfl thought an unprofitable circumftance to him (the fight 
of four fliips at anchor in the cove) proved favourable, for the moft 
of his provifions were clifpofed of among the (hipping. The whole 
of the fpirits were purchafed by the officers of the fettlement and of 
the garrifon at the rate of fix fiiillings per gallon ; and afforded, to- 
gether with what had been received from Batavia by the Britannia, a 
large and eomfortable fupply of that article for a confiderable time. 

It might be fafely pronounced, that the colony never wore fo fa- 
vourable an appearance as at this period : our public (lores filled with 
wholefome provifions ; five (hips on the Teas with additional fupplies ; 
and wheat enough in the ground to promife the realizing of many a 
golden dream ; a rapidly increafing ftock ; a country gradually open- 
ing, and improving every where upon us as it opened ; with a fpirit 
univerfally prevalent of cultivating it. 

The fhips which had lately arrived from England were fraught with 
the difmal and ill-founded accounts, which through fome evil defign 
continued to be infidioufly propagated, of the wretched unprofitable 
foil of New South Wales. It was hoped, however, that when the 
prefent appearance and (late of the colony (hould reach England, 
every attempt to mificad the public would ceafe ; and fuch encourage- 
ment be held out as would induce individuals to fettle in the country. 

In the Halcyon arrived an American gentleman (Mr. W. Megee) in 
the charadler of fupercargo. This perfon, on feeing the Toongabbe 
hills covered with a moft promifing crop of wheat, declared that he 
had never feen better in America, even at Rhode Ifland, the garden 
of America ; and on being (hewn fome Indian corn of laft year’s 
growth, gave it as his opinion, that ■we wanted nothing but large 
herds of grazing cattle, to be a thriving, profperous, and great colony,, 
polTeffing within itfelf all the effential articles of life. 

We ourfelves had long been impreffed with an idea of the advantage- 
that grazing cattle would give to the .country ; every poffiblc care was 
taken of the little that was in it, and all means ufed to promote its 
increafe. One ftep toward this was the keeping up the price ; an 
article, by which the proprietor was always certain of making a great 
profit, was as certain to be taken the greateft care of ; every individual 
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pofTefiing ftock found it his interefl to preferve it in the higheft order, 
that it might be deemed equal to the general high value which llock 
bore. 

13y an account which was taken at the end of this month of the 
live ftock in the colony, the following numbers appeared to be in the 
poftcirion of government and of individuals : viz. 
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In this account the hogs (from their being fo difpofed as not eafily 
to be afeertained) were not included ; but they were fuppofeJ to 
amount to feveral hundreds. 

As a referve in time of great diftrefs, when alone it could be made 
ufe of, this ftock was, when compared wdth our numbers, no very 
great depcndance ; but it was every thing as a ftock to breed from, 
and well deferving of attention to cherilh it and promote its increafe. 

On the laft day of the month the Francis fchooner failed for Nor- 
folk Ifland, whither fhe was fent merely to apprife Mr. King that the 
Daedalus would be difpatched to him immediately after the return ot 
the fchooner, with fuch ftores and provifions as he fliould require. 

During this month the houfc of the Rev. Mr. Johnfon was broken 
into at night, and robbed of fugar, coffee, arrack, Ruffia Ihecting, and 
other articles to a large amount. There was little doubt but that feme 
of his own people had either committed the burglary, or had given 
information to others how and when it might be committed, as the 
part of the houfe broken into was that which Mr. Johnfon had applkd 
to a ftore-room. Several people were taken up, and fome of the 
articles found concealed in the woods ; but thole who ftole them had 
addrefs enough to avoid difeovery. < 
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Very Ihortly after this a moft daring burglary was committed in a 
houfe in the old marine quarters occupied by Mr. Kent, who arrived 
here in the Boddingtons from Ireland in Auguft laft, as agent of con- 
vids on the part of Government. lie had fecured the door with a 
padlock, and after fim-fct had gone up to one of the officers’ barracks, 
where he was fpending the evening, when, before nine o'clock, word 
was brought him that his hotife had been broken into. On going 
down, he found that the ftaple, which was a very ftrong one, had 
Iteen forced out, and a large cheft that would require four men to con- 
vey It out of the door had been taken off. It contained a great quan- 
tity of wearing app.arel, money, bills, and letters ; but, though the 
theft could not have been long committed, all the fcarch that twenty 
or thirty people made for fome hours that night was ineffeGual, no 
trace being feen of it, and nothing found but a large caulking-iron, 
with which it was fuppofed the ftaple was wTenched off. The cheft 
was found the next morning behind a barrack, (which had lately been 
fitted up as a place of divine worlhip for the accommodation of the 
chaplain of the New South Wales corps,) and fome of the wearing 
apparel was brought in from the woods ; but Mr. Kent’s lofs was very 
little diminiffied by this recovery. 

In addition to thefe burglaries a highway robbery was committed on 
the fupcrcargo of the American, who was attacked in the dulk of the 
evening, clofe by one of the barracks, by two men, who, in the mo- 
ment of ftriking him, feized hold of his watch, and with a violent jerk 
wrenched off the fcals, the watch falling on the ground. The place 
was, however, too public to rilk ftaying to look for it ; and the owner 
was fortunate enough to find it himfelf ; but the feals, which were of 
gold, were carried off. 

All thefe offences againft peace and good order were to be attributed 
to the horrid vice of gaming, which was ftill purfued in this place, 
and which, from the management and .iddrcfs of thofe who pradlifed 
it, could not be prevented. The perfons of thq peace-officers were 
well known to them ; and, that they might never be detedled in the 
fadl, one of the party, commonly the greateft lofer, was always fta- 
tioned on the look-out to alarm in time, 

3C 


During 



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


378 


C'794- 


During this month the millwright Baffin completed the mill which 
he was conftrudiiig in the room of Wilkinfon’s ; and, on its being 
worked, it was found to anfwcr (Ull better than the firft whieh he 
made. The body of Wilkinfon, after being dragged for feveral days 
in vain, was found at laft floating on the furface of the pond where 
he loft his life, and being brought into Parramatta was there deeently 
interred. 

Of the few who died in this month was one, a male convid, of 
the name of Peter Gillies, who came out to this country in the Nep- 
tune tranfport in the year lypi* His death took place on the morning 
of the arrival of the Speedy from England, by which ftiip a letter was 
received addreffed to him, admonifliing him of the uncertainty of life, 
recommending him early to begin to think of the end of it, and 
acquainting him of the death of his wife, a child, and two other near 
relations. He had ceafed to breathe before this unwelcome intelligcnee 
reached the hofpital. 

July.] The fignal for a fail was made at the South-head between 
feven and eight o’clock in the morning of the 5th of July ; and foon 
after thp Hope, an American (hip from Rhode Ifland, anchored in the 
cove, having on board a cargo of faked provifions and fpirits on fpe- 
culation. This (hip was here before with Captain Page, the commander 
of the Halcyon, and now came in the fame employ, the houfe of 
Brown and Francis at Providence. Brown was the uncle of Page, 
between whom there being fame mifunderftanding. Page built and 
freighted the Halcyon after the departure of the Hope, whofe mafter 
being ordered to touch at the Falkland’s Iflands, Page determined to 
precede him in his arrival at this country, and have the firft of the 
market, in which he fucceeded. 

This proved a great difappointment to the mafter of the Hope, who 
indeed fold his fpirits at three (hillings and fi.\pence per gallon ; but 
his faked provifions no one would purchafe. 

The Hope was (even days in her palTage from the South Cape to 
this port ; and the mafter faid, that off Cape St. George he met with 
a current which carried him during the fpace of three days a degree 
to the fouthward each day. 

On 


Digitized by 


JUI.Y.1 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


379 


On the 8th the Indilpenfablc and Halcyon failed on their refpedive 
voyages, the former for Bengal, and the latter for Canton. I'he In- 
difpenfable was a large ftoiit Ihip, provided with a letter of marque, 
well manned and .armed ; and had been captured from the French at 
the beginning of the prefent war. The mafter was permitted to re- 
ceive on board feveral perfons from the colony, on his reprefentlng 
that he was fliort of hands to navigate his fliip ; and two convi£Is 
found means to make llieir efc.ape from the fettlement. A third was 
difeovered concealed on board for the fame purpofc, and being brought 
on Ihorc, it appeared that the coxfwain of the lieutenant-governor’s 
boat had aflifted him in his attempt ; for which he was punilhed and 
turned out of the boat, fuch a breach of trull deferving and requiring 
to be particularly noticed. 

By the Halcyon were font fome difpatches to be forwarded by the 
way of China to his Majefty’s fecretary of ftate for the home depart- 
ment. The day following the departure of theCe two Ihips, the Fancy 
fuow arrived from Bombay, having on board a fmall quantity of rice 
and dlioll *, intended as part of the contrad entered into by Captain 
Bampton, who, we now learned, had arrived fafe at Bombay, after a 
long palfage from this place of between fix and feven months. This 
vellel was commanded by Mr. Thomas Edgar Dell, formerly chief 
mate of Mr. Bampton’s fliip the Shah Hormuzear, from whom the 
following information was received. 

The fliips Shah Hormuzear and Chefterfield failed, as before related, 
from Norfolk Illand on the 27th of May 1793. On the 2d of the 
following month a reef was feen in latitude 19° 28' S. and longitude 
158° 32' 15" Eaft. On the ill of July, being then in latitude 9* 39'3o" 
S. and longitude 142° 59' 1 5" Eaft of Greenwich, they fell in with an 
ifland which obtained the name of Tate’s Illand, and at which they 
had the misfortune to Have a boat as beforementioned. The circum- 
ftances of the murder of Captain Hill, Mr. Carter, Shaw the lirft mate 
of the Chefterfield, and the boat’s crevr, were related by Mr. Dell. It 
appeared from his account, that they had landed to fearch for frefli 

• Thirty-eight tons of rice, and thirty-eight tons of dhoU. Captain Bampton alia 
fent twenty-four bags of feed-wheat. 
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water, ami purpofcd remaining one night on the ifland to barter with 
the natives, and procure emu feathers from them. The day after they 
were put on fliore the weather changed, coming on to blow hard j the 
fliip was driven to leeward of the bay in which they landed ; and it was 
not until the third day that it was polfible to fend a boat after them. Mr. 
Dell himfclf was employed on this occafion, and returned with the mc- 
landvoly account of his being unable to difeover their loft companions. 
An armed force was then fent on ftiore, but fucceeded only in burning 
the huts and inclofures of the natives. At a fire they found fome incon- 
tcftable proofs that their friends could not be living ; of three human 
hands which they took up, one, by fome particular marks, was pofi- 
tively thought by Mr. Dell to Have belonged to Mr. Carter; their 
great coats were alfo found with the buttons cut off ; a tindcr-bo.s, a 
lantern, a tomahawk, and other articles from the boat, were alfo found; 
but though they rowed entirely round the ifland, looking into every cove 
or creek, the boat could not be feen. Mr. Dell was, if poftible, to procure 
two prifoners ; but he could not fucceed. In the intercourfe, however, 
which he had with them, they gave him to underftand by iigns, that they 
had killed all who were in the boat, except two ; at Icaft, fo Mr. Dell 
thought ; but if it was fo, nothing could be hoped from the exception, 
nor could any other conclufion be formed, than that they were referved 
perhaps for more deliberate torture and a more horrid end. 

This ifland was deferibed as abounding w-ith the red fweet potatoc, 
fugar-cane, plantains, bamboo, cocoa trees, and mangroves. The na- 
tives appeared ftout, and were in height from five feet eight to fix feet 
two inches ; their colour dark, and their langu.ige harfh .and dif- 
agrceable. The weapons which were feen were fpcars, lances made of 
a hard black wood, and clubs about four feet in length. They lived 
in huts refcmbling a hay-cock, with a pole driven through the middle, 
formed of long grafs and the leaves of the cocoa-tree. Thefe huts 
might contain fix or eight perfons each, and were inclofed with a fence 
of bamboo. In a corner of fome of the huts which they entered, they 
perceived a wooden image, intended to refemble a man ; in others the 
figure of a bird, very rudely carved, daubed W'Uh red, and curioufly 
decorated with tl\c feathers of the emu. Over thefe images were fuf- 
pended from the roof fcveral ftpngs of human hands, each firing 
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having five or fix hands on it. In fome they found fmaJl piles of 
human fculls ; and in one, in which there was a mucli larger pile of 
fculls than in any other that they had vifitcd, they obferved fome gum 
burning before a wooden image. 

This illand was fuppofed to be about eight miles in length, five in 
breadih, and fifteen in circumference ; a coral reef feemed to guard 
it from all approach, except on the north-weft part which formed a 
bay, where the fliip anchored in thirteen fathoms water. Frefli water 
was feen only in one place. 

Mr. Bampton did not arrive at Timor until the nth of September, 
having been detained in the ftraits by a moll difficult and dangerous 
navigation. By this paflage he had an opportunity of difeovering that 
the ftraits which were named after Torres, and fuppofed to have been 
pafled firft by him in the year 1606, and afterwards by Green in 
1722, could never have exifted ; for Mr. Bampton now obferved, that 
New Guinea extended ninety miles to the fouthward of this fuppofed 
tracL 

Of the two convidls taken from hence by the Shah liormuzear, John 
Afeot was killed by the natives with Captain Hill, and Catharine 
Pryor, Afeot’s wife, died two days before the fltip got to Batavia, of a 
fpotted fever, the effedt of frequent inebriety while at Timor. Afeot 
was the young man whofc activity prevented the Sirius, with the 
ftorcs and provifions on board, from being burnt the night after flic 
w’as wrecked oft' Norfolk Ifland, and thereby faved that fcttlcmcnt from 
feeling abfolute want .at that time. 

Captain Dell was full three months in his paflage from Bombay; 
during the latter part of which time the people on board fuftcred great 
diftrefs from a fliortnefs of water and fuel. Out of feventy-five perfons, 
moftly Lafears, with whom he failed, nine died, and a fever exifted 
among thofe who remained on his arrival. 

The people who had broken into Mr. Kent’s houfc were fo daring 
as to fend to that gentleman a letter in raiferablc verfc, containing fome 
invedUves agalnft one Bevan, a prifoner in confinement for a burglary, 
and a woman who they fuppofed had given information of the people 
that broke into the clergyman’s florerooin, which affair Urey took upon 
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thcmfdvcs. The letter was accompanied by a pocket-book belong- 
ing to Mr. Kent, and fomc of his papers ; hut none of the bills which 
•were in it when it was ftolen were returned. 

The infolence of this proceeding, and the frequency of ihofc noc- 
turnal vifits, furprifed and put all perfons on their guard ; but that the 
enemy was within our own doors there was no doubt. An honcll 
fervant was in this country an invaluable treafure ; we were compelled 
to take them as chance Ihould diredf from among the common herd ; 
and if any one was found who had fome remains of principle in him, 
he was fure to be foon corrupted by the vice which every where fur- 
rounded him. 

It became necelTary at length for the criminal juftice of the fettlement 
to interfere, and three convids were tried for burglaries. John Sevan, 
though tried on two charges, was acquitted from a yrant of evidence; 
the others, John Flemming and Archibald McDonald, were convicted. 
The latter of thefe two had broken into a foldier’s hut the night before 
the court fat, and at a time when it was publicly known in the fettle- 
ment that it was to fit for the trial of fuch offenders as might be 
brought before it. The ftate of the colony called loudly for their 
punifhment, and they were both executed the third day after their 
convidlion. It was afterwards faid, that M'Donald was one of the 
party who broke into the clergyman’s houfe. 

Soon after thefe executions, Cmfar*, ftill incorrigible, took op 
again his former pradtice of fublifting in the woods by plundering the 
farms and huts at tlie outfkirts of the towns. He was foon taken; but 
on his being punifhed, and that with fome feverity, he declared with 
exultation and contempt, that “ all that wuuld not make him better.” 

The Hope failed this month for Canton, the matter being fullered 
to take with him one man, John Pardo Watts, who had ferved his 
time of tranlj)ortation. 

The Britannia was alfo hired in this month by fomc of the officers 
of the civil and military departments, to procure them cattle and other 
articles at the Cape of Good Hope. 

• Sec page 70, tt fiq. 
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During this month a building, confifting of four cells for prifoners, 
was added to the guard-houfe on the eaft fide of the cove. This had 
long been greatly wanted ; and, the whole being now inclofed with 
a ftrong high paling, fome advantage was expedled to be derived 
from confinement adopted only as a punifhment. 


CHAP. XXVIL ’ 

THE SPEEDY SAILS AND RETURNS. EXCURSION TO THE WESTERN MOUNT- 

AINS. — THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.— CORN BILLS NOT 

PAID. THE BRITANNIA SAILS FOR THE CAPE, AND THE SPEEDY ON HER 

FISHING VOYAGE. NOTIFICATION RESPECTING THE CORN BILLS. THE 

RESOLUTION AND SALAM.YNDER ARRIVE FROM ENGLAND. IRISH PRISON- 
ERS TROUBLESOME. — GALES OP WIND. NATIVES. — D,£DALU5 S.AILS FOR 

NORFOLK ISLAND. — EMANCIPATIONS. — THE FANCY SAILS. — A DEATH.— 
BEVAN EXECUTED. — A SETTLER MURDERED AT PARRAMATTA. — THE 

MERCURY ARRIVES. — SPANISH SHIPS. EMANCIPATION. — SETTLERS AND 

NATIVES. CIVIL COURT. THE SURPRIZE ARRIVES. DEATHS.— RESOLU- 
TION AND SALAMA.NDER SAIL.— TRANSACTIONS. THE D.IDALUS RETUR.NS 

PROM NORFOLK ISLAND.— THE MERCURY SAILS FOR AMERICA. THE LIEU- 

TENANT-GOVERNOR LEAVES THE SETTLEMENT.— THE DJEDALUS SAILS FOR 

ENGLAND, AND THE SURPRIZE FOR BENGAL. THE EXPERIMENT ARRIVES. 

— C.APTAIN PATERSON ASSUMES THE GOVERNMENT PRO TEMPORE. — RA- 
TION. — DEATHS IN 1794. 

Auguft.] Mr. Melville failed on his intended fifliing voyage on 
the fecond of this month. He talked of returning in about fourteen 
days, during which time he meant to vifit Jervis and Bateman Bays 
to the fouthward, as well as to try once more what fortune might 
attend him as a whaler upon the coaft. He returned, however, on 
the 8th, without having feen a fifli, or vifited either of the bays, having 
experienced a confiant and heavy gale of wind at E. S. E. fince he left 
the port, which forced him to fail under a reefed forefail during the 
whole of its continuance. 
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In the evening of the day on which he failed hence, the people at 
the South-head made the Cgnal for a fail ; but it w'as imagined, that 
as they had loft fight of the Speedy in the morning, they had perhaps 
feen ]jer again In the evening on another tack, as the w'ind had Ihifted. 
But w'hen this was mentioned to Mr. Melville at his return, he faid 
that it was not poflible for the Speedy to have been feen in the evening 
of the day flte failed, as flic flood right off the land ; and he added, 
that he himfelf, in the clofe of the evening, imagined he faw a fail 
off Botany Bay. No fhip, however, making her appearance during 
the month, it w’as generally fuppofed that the people at the Look-out 
muft have been miflaken. 

A paffage over the inland mountains which form the weftern bound- 
ary of the county of Cumberland being deemed practicable, Henry 
Hacking, a feaman, (formerly quarter-mafter in the Sirius, but left 
here from the Royal Admiral,) fet ofi'on the 20th of the month, with 
a companion or two, determined to try it. On the 27th they re- 
turned with an account of their having penetrated twenty miles further 
inland than any other European. Hacking reported, that on reaching 
the mountains, his further route lay over eighteen or nineteen ridges 
of high rocks ; and that when he halted, determined to return, he ftill 
had in view before him the fame wild and inacceffible kind of country. 
The fummits of thefe rocks were of iron-ftone, large fragments of 
which had covered the intermediate valleys, in which water of a red- 
difti tinge was obferved to ftagnate in many fpots. The foil midway 
up the afeent appeared good, and afforded fhelter and food for fcveral 
red kangooroos. The ground every whcfc bore figns of being fre- 
quently vifitcd by high winds ; for on the fides expofed to the fouth 
and fouth-caft it was ftrewed with the trunks of large trees. They 
faw but one native in this defolate region, and he fled from their ap- 
proach, preferring the enjoyments of his rocks and woods, with li- 
berty, to any intercourfe with them. Thefe hills appearing to extend 
very far to the northward and fouthw'ard, an impaffable barrier feemed 
fixed to the weflward ; and little hope was left of our extending cul- 
tivation beyond the limits of the county of Cumberland. 

On the following day the Francis fchooner returned from Nor- 
folk Ifland, having been abfeut about eight weeks and three days. 

Her 
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Her paflagc thither was made in ten days, and her return in thirty- 
|lght days, having met with very bad weather. 

From Mr, King we learned that his harveft had been prodlgioufly 
produdlive. He had purchafed from the firft crops which the fettlcrs 
brought to market upwards of eleven thoufand bufhels of maize ; and 
bills for the amount were drawn by him in favour of the refpeilive 
fettlcrs; but, requiring the fanfUon of the lieutenant-governor, they 
were now font to Port Jackfon. Mr. King had been partly induced to 
make this provifional kind of purchafe, under an idea that the corn 
would be acceptable at Port Jackfon, and alfo in compliance with the 
conditions on which the fcttlers had received their refpedUve allotments 
under the regulations of Governor Phillip ; that is to fay, that their 
overplus grain and (lock (hould be purchafed from them at a fair 
market price. Being, however, well (locked with that article already, 
the lieutenant-governor did not think hlmfelf judifiable in putting the 
crown to fo great an expence, (nearly three thoufand pounds (lerling,) 
and declined accepting the bills. 

Had we been in want of maize, Mr. King could have fupplied us 
with twenty thoufand bu(hels of it, much of which mud now inevita- 
bly peri(h, unlefs the fettlers would, agreeably to a notidcation which 
the governor intended to fend them by the fird opportunity, receive 
their corn again from the public dorcs. ■ 

Mr. King had the fatisfadion to write that every thing went on well 
in his little idand, excepting that fome difcontent appeared among the 
marine fettlers, and fome others, on account of his not purchafing 
their fecond crops of corn. As fome proof of the exidence of this 
diiTatisfaflion, one marine fettler and three others arrived in the 
fchooner, who had given up their farms and entered into the New 
South Wales corps ; and it was reported that mod of the marine 
fettlers intended to follow their example. 

This cifcumdance naturally gave rife to an inquiry, what would be 
the confequence if ever Government (hould, from farming on their 
own account, raife a quantity of wheat and maize fufheient for the 
confumption of thofe in the different fettlements who were victualled 
by the crown. If fuch a fydem (hould be adopted, the fettler would 
be deprived of a market for his overplus grain, would find himfelf cut 
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ofl from the means of purciiafing any of thofe comforts which his 
family muft inevitably require, and would certainly quit a country 
that merely held out to him a daily fubiiftence ; as he would look, if 
he was ordinarily wife, for fomething beyond that. It might be laid, 
that the fettler would raife (lock for the public ; but government 
would do the fame, and fo prevent him from every chance of pro- 
viding for a family beyond the prefent day. 

As it was defirable that thofe I'ettlers who had become fuch from 
convifts (hould remain in this country, the only inducement they 
could have would be tliat of railing to themfelves a comfortable inde- 
pendence for the winter of their own lives and the fummer of their 
progeny. Government mnft therefore, to encourage the fettler, let 
him be the farmer, and be itfelf the purchafer. The Government an 
always ti.K its own price j and the fettler will be fatisfied if he can 
procure himfelf the comforts he finds requifite, and lay by a portion 
of his emoluments for that day when he can no longer till the field 
with the labour of his own hands. With this encouragement and 
profpedi. New South Wales would hold out a moft promifing field 
for the induftrious ; and might even do more ; it might prove a valu- 
able refourcc and acceptable afylum for many broken and reduced 
families, who, for want of it, become through misfortunes chargeable 
to their refpedlive parilhes. 

Notwithftanding the weather was unfavourable during the whole of 
this month, the wheat every where looked well, particularly at the 
fettlement near the Hawkefbury ; the dlftance to which place had 
lately been afeertained by an officer who walked thither from Sydney 
in two minutes lefs than eight hours. He computed the diftance to 
be two-and-thirty miles. 

The weather during the whole of this month was very unplealant 
and turbulent. Much rain, and the wind ftrong at fouth, marked by 
far the greateft part of it. On the 25th, the hot land-wkd vifiled 
118 for the firft time this feafon, blowing until evening with much 
violence, when it was fucceeded (as ufually happened alter fo hot a 
d/ty) by the wind at fouth. 

September.] On the ill of September the Britannia failed for the 
■Cape oi, Good. Hope, ou.a fecood voyage of fpeculatioa for. feme of 
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the civil and military oflScers of the fcttlement. In her went, with 
difpatches, Mr. David Wake Bell, and Mr. Richard Kent (gentlemen 
who arrived here in the Boddingtons and Sugar Cane tranfports, 
charged with the fuperintendance and medical care of the convids 
from Ireland). The Speedy alfo failed on her filhing voyage, the 
madcr intending not to confume any longer time in an unfuccefsful 
trial of this coad. Several perfons were permitted to take their pal^ 
fage in thefe fhips ; among others, Richard Blount, for whom a free 
pardon had fomc time fincc been received from the fecrctary of date’s 
oflice. 

Soon after the departure of thefe flilps, the lieutenant-governor, 
having previoufly tranfmitted with his other difpatches an account of 
the tranfadion to the fecretary of date, thought it neceflary to ifliie a 
public order, calculated to imprefs on the minds of thofe fettlers and 
others at Norfolk liland who might think themfelvcs aggrieved by his 
late determination of not ordering payment to be made for the corn 
purchafed of them by Lieutenant-governor King, a convidion that 
although he (hould on all occafions be ready to adopt any plan which 
the lieutenant-governor might devife for the accommodation or advan- 
tage of the inhabitants at Norfolk Ifland, yet in this budnefs he made 
objedions, becaufe he did not confider himfelf authorifed to ratify 
the agreement. 

He propofed to thofe who held the bills to take back their com ; 
or, if they preferred leaving it in the public dores until fuch time as 
an aofwer could be received from the fecretary of date, he adured 
them that they might depend on the earlied communication of what- 
ever might be his decifion ; and that if fuch decifion ihould be to 
refufe the payment of the bills, he promifed that grain fhould be re- 
turned equal in quantity and quality to what had been received from 
them *. 

How far the fettlers (who in return for the produce of their grounds 
looked for fomething more immediately beneficial to them and their 
families, than the waiting eighteen months or two years for a refufal, 

• Governor Hunter on his arrival ordered the billi to be paid, which was afterwards 
confirmed by the fecretary of Hate. 
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inftead of payment of thefe bills) would be fatisfied with this order, 
was very queftionablc. It has been feen already, that they were dif- 
fatislied at the produce of their fecond crops not being purchafed ; 
what then muft be their ideas on finding even the firft received in- 
deed, but not accounted for ; purchafed, but not paid for ? It was fair 
to conclude, that on thus finding themfelves without a market for 
their overplus grain, they would certainly give up the cultivation of 
their farms and quit the ifland. Should this happen. Lieutenant-go- 
vernor King would have to lament the ncceflity of a meafure having 
been adopted which in effeft promifed to depopulate his government. 

On the loth and iith of this month we had two very welcome 
arrivals from England, the Refolution and Salamander ftorelhips. 
They were both freighted with ftores and provifions for the colony ; 
but immediately on their anchoring we were given to underfiand, that 
from meeting with uncommon bad weather between the Cape of Good 
Hope and Van Dieman’s Land, the mailers apprehended that their 
cargoes had fuflained much damage. 

The Refolution failed in company with the Salamander (from whom 
fhe parted in a heavy gale of wind about the longitude of the illands 
Amfterdam and St. Paul’s) on the 20th of March lall ; anchored on 
the 1 6th of April at the Ifle of May, whence Ihe failed on the 20th; 
crofled the equator on the 3d of May ; anchored on the 25th of the 
fame month in tlie harbour of Rio de Janeiro; left it on the loth of 
June, and, after a very boillerous palTage, made the foutherij ex- 
tremity of New Holland on the 30th of Auguft, having been ninety- 
three days in her palTage from the Brazils, during which time fhe en- 
dured feveral hard gales of wind, three of which the mailer, Mr. 
Matthew Lock, reported to have been as fevere as any man on board 
his fhip had ever witnelTed. He Hated, in the proteil which he en- 
tered before the judge-advocate, that his fhip was very much ilrained, 
the main piece of the rudder fprung, and mod of the fails and rigging 
worn out. The Salamander appeared to have met with weather 
equally bad ; but fhe was at one time in greater hazard, having 
broached-to in a tremendous gale of wind ; during which time, ac- 
cording to the talc of the fuperlUdous feamen, and which they took 
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care to infert in their proteft, blue lights were feen dancing on each 
null-head and yard in the Ihip. 

By ihefe Ihips we learned that the Siirprlfe tranfport, with male and 
female convids for this country, was left by them lying at, Spithead 
ready for fea, and that they might be Ihortly expedted. The Kitty, 
which failed from this place in June 1793, had arrived fafely at Cork 
on the 5th of February laft, not lofing any of her paflengers or people 
in fo long a voyage and in fuch a' feafon. 

His Majefty’s appointment of John Hunter Efq. to be our go- 
vernor, in the room of Captain Phillip who had refigned his ofhee, 
we found had been olEcially notified in the London Gazette of the 
of February laft. Mr. Phillip's fervices, we underftood, were 
remunerated by a penfion of five hundred pounds per annum. 

The Irilh prifoners were now again beginning to be troublefome ; 
and fome of them being milfing from -labour, it was diredlly 
rumoured that a plan was in agitation to feize the boat n.amed the 
Cumberland, which had recently failed with provifions for the fettlers 
at the Hawkefbury. By feveral it was faid, that (he had aftually been 
attacked without the Heads, and carried. Notice was therefore imme- 
diately fent over-land to the river, to put the people in the boat on 
their guard, and to return Ihould Ihe reach that fettlement fafely : an 
armed long-boat was alfo fent to protedt her palTage round. After a 
few days fufpence we found, that while providing againft any acci- 
dent happening to the Cumberland, fome of the Irilh prifoners at 
Parramatta had ftolen from the wharf at that place a fix-oar’d boat 
belonging to Lieutenant M'Arthur, with which they got without the 
harbour undifeovered. She was found however, fome days after, at 
Botany Bay. The people who were in her made fome threats of 
refiftance, but at length took to the woods, leaving the boat with 
nearly every thing that they had provided for their voyage. From 
the woods they vifited the farms about Sydney for plunder, or rather 
for fuftenance ; but one of them being fired at and wounded', the reft 
thought it their wifeft way to give themfelves up. They made no. 
helitation in avowing that they never meant to return ; but at the 
fame time owned that they fuppofed they had reached Broken Bay 
inllead of Botany Bay, ignorant whether it lay to the northward or 
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fouthward of this harbour. The man who had been wounded died at 
the hofpital the next day ; and his companions appeared but very ill able 
to provide for themfelves, even by thofe means which had occafioned 
our being troubled with them in this country. 

On the 17th, we were vifited by a violent gale of wind at fouth- 
weft, which blew fo ftrong, that the Rclblution was at one time 
neatly on Ihore. At Parramatta, during the gale, a public granary, 
in which were upwards of two thoufand four hundred bufhels of 
ihelled maize or Indian corn, caught fire, through the careleflhefs of 
fomc fervants who were boiling food for ftock clofe to the building 
(which was a thatched one), and all the corn, together with a number^ 
of fine hogs the property of an individual, were deftroyed. 

Some fevere contefts among the natives took place during this 
month in and about the town of Sydney. In fad, we ftill knew 
very little of the manners and cuftoras of thefe people, notwithfiand- 
ing the advantage we poflefled in the conftant refidence of many of 
them among us, and the defire that they fliewed of cultivating our 
fricndlhip. At the HawkeAiury they were not fo friendly; a fettler 
there and his fervant were nearly murdered in their hut by fome 
natives from the woods, who Hole upon them with fuch fecrecy, as 
to wound and overpower them before they could procure afliliance. 
The fervant was fo much hurt by them with fpears and clubs, as 
to be in danger of lofing his life. A few days after this circumftance, 
a body of natives having attacked the fettlers, and carried oflF their 
clothes, provifions, and whatever elfe they could lay their hands on, 
the fuffercrs colleded what arms they could, and following, them, 
feven or eight of the plunderers were killed on the fpot 

This mode of treating them had become abfolutely neceflary, from 
the frequency and evil efiedts of their vifits ; but whatever the fettlen 
at the river fuffered was entirely brought on them by their own mif- 
condud : there was not a doubt but many natives had been wantonly 
fired upon ; and when their children, after the flight of the parents, 
have fallen into the fettlers hands, they have been detained at their huts, 
notwithftanding the earneft entreaties of the parents for their return. 

On the 26th, the Dcdalus failed for Norfolk Ifland, having on 
board a quantity of the ftores and provifions lately received from 
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England, and a detachmenc of officers and men of the New South 
Wales corps to relieve thofe on duty there. 

Two female natives, wifhing to withdraw from the cruelty which 
they, with others of their fex, experienced from their countrymen, 
were allowed to embark in the Dtedalus, and were configned to the 
care of the lieutenant-governor. One of them was fifter to Bennil- 
long ; the other was conneited with the young man his companion. 
Perhaps they wiftied to wait in peace and retirement the arrival of 
thofe who were bound to protect them. 

At the latter end of the month fome warrants of emancipation 
pafled the feal of the territory, and received the lieutenant-governor’s 
fignature. The objedts of this indulgence were, Robert Sidaway, 
who received an unconditional pardon in confideration of his diligence, 
unremitting good condudl, and ftrii^ integrity in his employment for 
feveral years as the public baker of the fettlement ; and William 
Leach, who was permitted to quit this country, but not to return to 
England during the unexpired term of his fentence of tranfportation, 
which was for feven years. Eight convifts were pardoned on con- 
dition of their ferving in the New South Wales corps until regularly 
difeharged therefrom. James Larra, James Ruffler, and Richard Par- 
tridge (eonvidls for life), received a conditional pardon, or (as was the 
term among themfelves on this occafion) were made free on the 
ground, to enable them to become fettlers ; as were alfo William Joyce 
and Benjamin Carver for the fame purpofe. Joyce had been tranf- 
ported for fourteen years, and Carver for life. Freedom on the 
ground was alfo given to William Waring, a convifl for life. 

It was pleafing to fee fo many people withdrawing from the fociety 
of vice and wretchednefs, and forming fuch a charadler for themfelves 
as to be thought deferving of emancipation. 

On the 29th, the Fancy fnow left this port. Mr. Dell, the com- 
mander, purpofed running to Norfolk Illand, but affedled a fecrecy 
with refpeft to his fubfequent deflination. It was generally furmifed, 
however, that he was bound to fome ifland whereat timber fit for naval 
purpofes was to be procured ; and at which whatever Ihip Mr. Bamp- 
ton Ihould bring with him might touch and load with a cargo for, 
India. The fnow was armed, was about one hundred and feventy 
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tons burden, had a large and expenfive complement of ofiicers and 
men, a guard of fepoys, and a commifllon from the Bombay ma- 
rine*. New Zealand was by us fuppofed to be the place; as force, or 
at lead the appearance of it, was there abfolutely requifite. 

The wife of GrifHn the drummer, whofe hoarded guineas were 
fuppofed to have been ftolen by Charles, or (as he was more com- 
monly named) Pat Gray, killed herfelf with drinking, expiring in a 
fit of intoxication while the hufband was employed in the lower part 
of the harbour in fifhing for his family. She left him four children 
to provide for. ' 

Odobcr.] This month opened with an indifpcnfable adl of juftice: 
John Bevan, a wretched convict, whofe name has been frequently 
mentioned in this narrative, broke into the houfe of William Fielder 
at Sydney, and being caught in the fadt, it was fubdantiated againd 
him beyond the chance of efcape; he was of courfe fully convidted, 
and received fentcnce of death. The trial was on the id, and at nine 
in the morning of the 6th he was executed. At the tree he confefled 
nothing, but feemed terrified when he found himfelf fo near the igno- 
minious death that he had fo long merited. On being taken to hear 
divine fervice the Sunday preceding his execution, he feemed not to 
be in the fmalled degree affedted by the clergyman’s difeourfe, which 
was compofed for the occafion ; but was vifibly touched at the finging 
of the pfalm intitled the “ Lamentation of a Sinner.” 

On the evening preceding the day of his execution, information 
was received from Parramatta, that Simon Burn, a fettler, had been 
dabbed to the heart about eight o’clock in the evening before, of 
which wound he died in an hour. The man who perpetrated this 
atrocious adf was a convidt named Hill, a butcher by trade. It ap>- 
peared on the trial, which laded five hours, that Hill had borne the 
deceafed much animofity for fome time, and, having been all the day 
(which, to aggravate the offence, happened to be Sunday) in company 
drinking with him, took occafion to quarrel with a woman with whom 
he cohabited, and following her into an empty houfe, whither ihc had 

* Mr. Dell had Hkewife on board a much greater number of cro^-cut fawi than were 
ACceiTary to procure wood for the mere ufe of the veflet. 
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run to avoid a beating, the deceafcd, unhappily for him, interfered, 
and was by Hill (tabbed to the heart ; living, as has been faid, about 
an hour, but having juft ftrength enough to declare in the prefence of 
fcveral witnefTes, that the butcher had killed him. The prifoncr at- 
tempted to fet up an alibi for his defence ; but the fact of killing was 
incontrovertibly iixed upon him, as well as the malice which urged his 
hand to take away the life of bis fellow-creature, and to fend him, 
with the fin upon his head of having profaned the Lord’s day by 
rioting and drunkennefs, unprepared before his Maker. 

This poor man was buried by his widow (an Irilli woman) in a 
corner of his own farm, attended by fcveral fcttlers of that and the 
neighbouring diftrids, who celebrated the funeral rites in a manner 
and with orgies fuitable to the difpofition and habits of the deceaied, 
his. widow, and themfelves. 

Hill was executed on the i6th, and his body difledted according to 
his fentence. 

On the 17th the Mercury, an American brig, commanded by 
Mr. William Barnet, anchored in the cove from Falkland’s Iftands. 
He had nothing on board for fale, but brought us the very welcome 
information of his having feen the officers of the Spanilh (hip Defeu- 
vierta at that place. Being in want of bifeuit, he made application to 
the commodore Malafpina for a fupply, proffering to fettle the payment 
in any manner that he fhould choofe to adopt; but the commodore, 
after fending him a greater quantity than he had required, allured him 
that he was fufficiently fatisfied in having affifted a (hip whofe people, 
whether Englilh or American, fpoke the language of thofc gentlemen 
from whom himfelf and the officers of the (hips under his command 
had received, while in New South Wales, fuch attention and hoC- 
pitality. Mr. Barnet underftood the Atrevida was in the neighbour- 
hood, and that no lofs or accident had happened in either (hip fincc 
their departure from Port Jackfon. Tlie Mercury was bound to the 
north-weft coaft of America, and her maftcr purpofed quitting this 
port as foon as his people, who were all affli£fed with that dreadful 
fca diftemper the feurvy, (hould be fufficiently recovered. 

The period of probation which had been allotted by the late go- 
vernor to the ferviccs of William Stephenfon (one of the people fert-ing 
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in the ftores) expiring tliis month, his pardon was delivered to him 
accordingly. No one among the prifoners could be found more de- 
ferving of this clemency ; his conduct had been uniformly that of a 
good man, and he had iliewn that he was truft-worthy by never having 
forfeited the good opinion of the commilfary under whom he was 
placed in the provifion-ftore. 

From the HawLcibury were received accounts which corroborated 
tlie opinion that the fcttlers there merited the attacks which were from 
lime to time made upon them by the natives. It was now faid, that 
fomc of them had feized a native boy, and, after tying him hand and 
foot, had dragged liim feveral times througli a fire, or over a jilace 
covered with hot aihes, until his back was dreadfully fcorched, and in 
that ftatc threw him into the river, where they ihot at and killed him. 
Such a report could not be heard without being followed by the clofcft 
examination, when it appeared that a boy had aiflually been fhot when 
in the water, from a conviflion of his having been detached as a fpy 
upon the fcttlers from a large body of natives, and that he was return- 
ing to them with an account of their wcaknefs, there being only one 
mufquet to be found among feveral farms. No perfon appearing to 
contradict this account, it was admitted as a truth ; but many ftill con- 
fidered it as a tale invented to cover the true circumftance, that a bey 
had been cruelly and wantonly murdered by them. 

Tlic prefence of feme perfon with authority was become abfolutely 
neceflary among thofe fcttlers, who, finding themfelves freed from 
bondage, inflantly conceived that they were above all reftridions ; 
and, being without any internal regulations, irregularities of the worft 
kind might be expeCted to happen. 

On the morning of the 25th a civil court was aflembicd, for the pur- ' 
pofe of inveftigating an aCHon brought by one Joyce (a conviCl lately 
emancipated) againfl Thomas Daveny, a free man and fuperintendant 
of convicts .at Toongabbe, for an aflault ; when the defendant, avail- 
ing himfelf of a inillakc in his chriftian name, pleaded the mifoomer. 

His plea being admitted, the bufinefs w’as for that time got over, and 
before another court could be afTembled he h.id entered into a compro 
mife with the plaintiff, and notlung more was heard of it. 
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In the evening of the fame day the Surprife tranfport arrived from 
England, whence flie failed on the ad of lall May, having on board 
fixty female and twenty-three male convids, foinc ftorcs and provi- 
fions, and three fettlers for this colony. 

Among the prifoners were, Mefl'rs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and 
Margaret, four gentlemen lately convicted in Scotland of the crime 
of fedition, confidered as a public offence, and tranfported for the fame 
to this country'. 

We found alfo on board the Surprife a Mr. James Thompfon, late 
furgeon of the Atlantic tranfport, but who now came in quality of 
affiftant-furgeon to the fettlement ; and William Baker, formerly here 
a ferjeani in the marine detachment, but now appointed a fuperin- 
tendant of convidls. 

A guard of an enfign and twenty-one privates of the New South 
Wales corps were on board the tranfport. Si.t of thefe people were 
deferters from other regiments brought from the Savoy ; one of them, 
Jofeph Draper, we underftood had been tried for mutiny (of an ag- 
gravated kind) at Quebec. 

This mode of recruiting the regiment mud have proved as difgufting 
to the officers as it was detrimental to the intcrefts of the fettlement. 
If the corps was raifed for the purpofc of proteding the civil eftablilh- 
ment, and of bringing a counterpoife to the vices and crimes which 
rnight n.iturally be expeded to cxift among the convids, it ought to 
have been carefully formed from the heft charaders ; inllcad of which 
we now found a mutineer, (a wretch who could deliberate with others, 
and confent himfelf to be the chofen inftrument of the deftrudion of 
his fovereign’s fon,) fent among us, to remain for life, perhaps, as a 
check upon fedition, now added to the catalogue of our other im- 
ported vices. 

This ffiip touched only at Rio de Janeiro, between which port and 
the fouth-weft cape of this country the winds which they met with 
very much favoured, in the idea of Mr. Campbell the mafter, the 
opinion of a paffage being readily made to the Cape of Good Hope, 
or to India, round by Van Dieman’s Land. 

Among other articles of information now received, we learned that 
Governor Hunter, w'ith the Reliance and Supply, two fliips intended 
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to be employed in procuring cattle for the colony, might be expefled 
to arrive in about three months. The governor was to bring out with 
him a patent for ellabiilhing a court of criminal judicature at Norfolk 
Ifland. 

The two natives in England were faid to be in health, and anxious 
for the governor’s departure, as they were to accompany him. They 
had made hut little improvement in our language. 

The Surprife anchoring in the cove after dark, flic faluted at fun- 
rife tile following morning with fifteen guns. 

A theft was committed in the courfe of the month in one of the 
out-houfes belonging to Government-Houfc, ufed as a regimental (lore- 
room ; the .articles ftolen were fifteen fhirts and feventeen pair of flioes. 

In fearching among the rocks and bullies for this property, three while 
and two check (hirts, one pair of trowfers, and one pair of (lockings, 
were found ; but fo damaged by the weather as to be entirely ufelefs. 

Theft* muft have been planted (to ufe the thief’s phrafe) a conliderable 
time ; for every mark or trace which could lead to a difeovery of the | 

ow*ncr was entirely effaced. ' 

The florcihips being cleared of their cargoes, a furvey was made 
upon fuch part of them as was damaged, which was found to be very 
confidcrable. A ferving of flops w.is immediately ilTued to the male 
and female convids ; the men receiving each one jacket, one waillcoat, ( 

one (birt, one hat, and one pair of breeches ; the women one petticoat, 1 

one fliift, one pair of (lockings, one cap, one neck-handkerchief, one j 

hat, and one jacket made of raven duck. A diftindion was made in i 

the articles of the flops ferved to watchmen and overlecrs, each receiv- 
ing one coat inllead of a jacket, one pair of duck trowfers inflcad of i 

a pair of breeclies, and one pair of fliocs; i 

On the 2 ifl died an indtiflrious good young man, jofeph Webb, a . 

fettler at the di Arid named Liberty Plains. He had been working in I 

his ground, and fuddenly fell down in an apopledic fit. We have 
feen that another fettler was murdered, and two male convids were 
executed. Burn had been an unfortunate man ; he had loll one of his 
eyes, when, as a convid, he was employed in fplitting paling for go- , 

vernment ; his farm had never fucceeded ; hlmfclf and his wife were I 

too fond of fpiritous liquors to be very induftrious j and he was at lad. 
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forced out of the world in a ftate and in a manner fliocking to human 
nature. 

November.] Since our eftablilhment in this harbour but few acci- 
dents had happened to boats. On the ift of this month, however, 
the long-boat of the Surprife, though fteered by one of the people 
belonging to the i'ettlement, was ovcrl'et on her paflage from the cove 
to Parramatta, in a fquall of wind (he met with off Goat Ifland, ^s’ith 
a number of convidls and ftorcs on board. Fortunately, no other lofs 
followed than that occafioned by the drowning of one very fine female 
goat, the property of B.aker the fuperintendant. 

On the following day died Mr. Thom.as Freeman, the dcputy-com- 
miffary of ftores and provilions employed at Parramatta. Fie was irt 
his fifty-third year, and in this country ended a life the greater part of 
which had been adlively and ufefully employed in the king’s fervice. 
His remains were interred in the burial-ground at Parramatta, and 
were attended by the gentlemen of the civil department refiding in 
that townfhip. 

On the morning of the 9th the fhips Refolution and Salamander 
left the cove, purpofing to fail on their filhing voyage ; foon after 
■which, it being difeovered that three convidls, Mary Morgan and 
John Randall and his wife, were milling, a boat was fent down the 
harbour to fearch the Refolution, on board of which Ihip it was faid 
they were concealed. No perfon being found, the boat returned for 
further orders, leaving a ferjeant and four men on board ; but before 
{he could return, Mr. Locke the mailer, after forcing the party out of 
his Ihip, got under way and flood out to fea. Mr. Irilh, the mailer 
of the Salamander, did not accompany him ; but came up to the town, 
to teftify to the lieutenant-governor his uneafinefs at its being fup- 
pofed that he could be capable of taking any perfon improperly from 
the colony. 

On the day following it appeared that fevcral perfons were miffing, 
and two convidls in the night fwam off to the Salamander, one of 
whom was fuppofed to have been drowned, but was afterwards found 
concealed in her hold and fent on fhore. The Refolution during this 
time was feen hovering about tlic coaft, either waiting for her com*. 
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panion, or to pick up a boat with the runaways. On the 13th, the 
SalamanJcr got under way, with a foutherly wind ; but it falling e.tlm 
when the Ihip was between the Heads, the drifted, anti was fet with 
the ebb tide fo near the north bead of the harbour as to be obliged to 
anehor fuddcnly in eighteen fathoms water. When anchored they got 
a kcdge-anclior out, and began to lieave ; but the furf on the head 
and the fwoll from the fea were fo great, occalioned by the late fouth- 
erly winds, that in heaving the cable parted. Fortunately the ftream- 
hawfer hung her ; and a brecr.c from the northward fpringing up, Ihe 
was brought into the harbour with the lofs of an anchor. Thi.s lofs 
being repaired by her getting another from the Surprii’e, (lie was ena- 
bled to fail finally on the 15th. 

The impropriety of the conduit of the Refolution’s mafter was fo 
glaring, tliat the lieutenant-governor caufed fonie dcpofitions to be 
taken refpeiling it, which he purjiofcd tranlinilting to the navy-board. 
This man had licen permitted to fiiip as many perfons from the fettle- 
ment as he Rated to be neceHitry to complete his fliip’s company; 
notwithftanding which, there was not any doubt of his having re- 
ceived on board, without any permiflion, to the number of twelve 
or thirteen conviils whofe terms of tranfportation had not been 
ferved. No difliculty had ever been found by any mafter of a Ihip, 
who would make the proper application, in obtaining any number of 
hands that he might be in want of ; but to take clandeftinely from 
the fcttlement the ul'eful fervants of the public was ungrateful and un- 
pardonable. It was to be hoped that government. If the fads could 
be fubftantiated againft him, would make this perfon a fevere example 
to other mafters of fliips coming to this port. 

On the 23d, after an abfence of eight weeks and two days, the 
Dxd.alus returned from Norfolk Ifland. Ten days of this time were 
palled in going thither, and fi.xtccn in returning ; the intermediate time 
w-as confumed in landing one, and receiving on board the other de- 
tachment, with their b.iggage. 

Several perfons, whofe fentences of tranfportation had expired, and 
who preferred rcliding In New South Wales, together with ten of the 
marine fcttlers, who had given up their grounds in confequence of the 
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late difappointment which they experienced in rcfpeft of their corn 
bills, and had entered into the New South Wales corps, arrived in 
this fhip. 

We underftood that Phillip Ifland had been found to anfwer c.x- 
tremely well for the purpofe of breeding (lock. Some hogs which 
were allowed to be placed there in Auguft 1 793, the property of an 
individual, had increafed fo prodigiouHy, as to render the raifing 
hogs there on account of government an object with the lieutenant- 
governor. 

The Dxdalus immediately began preparations for her departure for 
England ; and Lieutenant-governor Grofe lignified his intention of 
quitting the lettlement by that opportunity. 

The lieutenant-governor having fet apart for each of the gentlemen 
who came from Scotland in the Surprife a brick hut, in a row on the 
eaft fide of the cove, they took polfedion of their new habitations, 
and foon declared that they found fufScient reafon for thinking their 
fituations “ on the bleak and defolatc (bores of New Holland” not 
quite fo terrible as in England they had been taught to e.xpeil. 

The Surprife was difeharged this month from government employ, 
and Mr. Campbell began to prepare for making his paffage to Bengal 
(whither he was bound) by the fouth cape of this country. Of the 
female prifoners who came out in this (hip one was buried on the 2ifl ; 
(he had lain in of a dead child, and died (hortly after of a milk 
fever. Her hufband, a free man, came out with her to fettle in the 
country. 

Re.iping our wheat-harveft commenced this month. 

i December.] The people of the Mercury being peifeilly recovered 
from the difordcr which afHifled them when they arrived, that veffel 

J failed on the “th of December for the north-weft coaft of America. 

1: The mafter had permifllon to (hip five perfons belonging to the colony, 

ii and on the day of his failing feveral others were mUTing from the la- 

i- bouring gangs, and were fuppofed to have made their cfcapc in her; 

but on iho following morning they were all at their rcfpe£tive labours, 
not h.aving been able to get on board. 
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Some of the feamen belonging to this veflel, preferring the pleafurcs 
they met with in the fociety of the females and the free circulation of 
fpiritous liquors which they found on (here, to accompanying Mr. 
Barnet to the north-weft coaft of America, had left his veflel fome days 
previous to her failing. Application being made to the lieutenant- 
governor, fcveral orders were given out calculated to induce them to 
return to their duty, informing them, that if they remained behind 
they would be certainly fent to hard labour, and the perfons who had 
harboured them feverely punillied. But our fettleinents had now be- 
come fo extenfivc, that orders did not fo readily find their way to the 
fcttlers, as runaways and vagrants, who never failed of finding employ- 
ment among them, particularly among thofe at the river. 

On the 8th a farm of five-and-twenty acres of ground in the diftrid 
of Concord was fold by public auction for thirteen pounds. Four acres 
tvere planted with Indian corn, and half an acre with potatoes ; there 
was befide a tolerable hut on the premifes. This farm was the pro- 
perty of Samuel Crane, a foldier, who, too induftrioufly for hinifelf, 
working on it on the Sunday preceding his death, received a hurt from 
a tree which fell upon him, and proved fatal. 

Every preparation for accommodating the lieutenant-governor and 
his family being completed on board the Datdalus, he embarked in 
the evening of the 15th. Previous to hfe departure, fuch conviefts 
as were at that time confined in the cells, or who were under orders 
for punilhment, were releafed ; fcveral grants of lands were figned, 
conveying chiefly finall allotments of five-and-twenty acres each to fuch 
foldiers of the regiment as were defirous of, and made application for 
that favour j and fome leafes of town lots were given. 

With the lieutenant-governor went Mr. White, the principal furgeon 
of the colony ; Mr. Bain, the chaplain, in wbofe abfence the Rev. 
Mr. Marfden was to do his duty ; Mr. Laing, afliftant-furgeon of the 
fettlement, and mate of the New South Wales corps ; three foldiers ; 
two women, and nine men. The mafter of the tranfport had per- 
miflion to Ihip twelve men and two women, whole lentcnces of 
tranfportation had expired. 
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The Surprlfe failed on the 17th. Mr, Camphell, being in want of 
hands, was allowed to receive on board lixteen men. He had flrippcd 
a greater number ; but fome, regai'dlcfs of their own fituation, and of 
the effect fuch an a£l might have on others, had been dctefled in the 
a£t of robbing the fliip, and were turned on Ihore. 

Mr. Campbell at his departure exprelTed his determination of trj'ing 
Ms palThge to Bengal by the fouth cape of this country. The route 
of the Uicdalus was round the fouthern e.xtremity of New Zealand. 

The lieutenant-governor took with him all the documents which 
were uccefTary to lay before government to explain the ftate of the 
different fettlements under his command ; fuch as the commiffary’s 
accounts, returns of ftock, remains of provifions, &c. &c. ; vouchers, 
in faiff, of that true fplrit of liberality which had marked the whole 
of his adminiftration of the public affairs of this fettlement. 

Our fociety was mUch weakened by this departure of our friends ; 
they carried with them, however, letters to our connexions, and our 
earneft wilhes for their fpeedy, pleafant, and fafe paffage to England. 

Tlie number of fmall boats at this time in the fettlement was con- 
fiderable, although wretchedly put together. Two of them were 
■ftolen during the month by feveral Itifli prifoners, accompanied by 
fome who came out in the Surprife. In it they went down to the 
South^cad, whence they took what arras they could find, and made 
oft’ to fea. In a very few days they were all brought in from the 
adjacent bays, and punilhed for their ralhnefs and folly. No example 
feemed to deter thefe people from thinking it pra£licable to efcape 
* from the colony ; the ill fuccefs and punllhment which had befallen 
others affcdled not . them, till woeful experience made it their own ; 
and then they only regretted their ill fortune, never attributing the 
failure to their own ignorance and temerity. 

In the morning of Wednefday the 34th the fignal was made at the 
South-he.vd for a veffel (which they had feen the day before). She 
came in about three o’clock, and proved to be the Experiment, a fnow 
from Bengal, laden with fpirits, fugar, piece-goods, and a few calks 
of provifions; the fpeculation being fuggefted by Mr. Beyer, the 
agent for the Sugar Cane and Boddingtons. Thofe ftiips had ar- 
rived fafely at Bengal, and had failed thence for England, 
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The Experiment had had a paflaj^c of three months from Calcutta, 
one month of which (lie had palled fmee Ihe faw the fouthern ex^ 
iremity of this country. 

We learned from Mr. E. M'Clellan, the mailer, that a large Ihip 
named the Neptune had been freighted with cattle, &c. in purfuance 
of the contraO. entered into with Mr. Bampton, and had failed from 
Bombay in July lull, but was unfortunately loft in the river by failing 
againil the monfoon. When Mr. Bampton might be expeded was 
uncertain. 

The dire£tion of the colony during the abfcnce of the governor and 
lieutenant-governor devolving upon the officer higheft in rank then on 
fcrvice in the colony. Captain William Paterfon, of the New South 
Wales corps, on Chriftmas-day took the oaths preferibed by his Ma- 
jefty’s letters patent for the perfon who ftiould fo take upon him the 
government of the fcttlement. This officer, expefting ever)' day the 
arrival of Governor Hunter, made lio alteration in the mode of car- 
rying on the different duties of the fcttlement now entrufted to his 
care and guidance. 

At the latter end of the month a general muller was ordered of all 
the male convlfts, together with the perfons who had ferved their 
fcvcral terms of tranfportation, as well thofe refiding at Sydney and 
Parramatta, as thofe on the banks of the river Hawkelbury. The 
following ration was alfo ordered, the maize being nearly expended: 
videlicet^ 


To Ciril, Miliary, Free People, «nd Free Settler*. To Mile ConelAi. 

8 lbs. of flour. 7 lbs. of beef, or 4 lbs. of flour. 7 lbs. of beef, or 

4 lbs. of pork. 3 pints of peafe. 4 lbs. of pork. 3 pints of peafe. 

6 oz. of fugar. 6 ozs. of fugar, and 3 pints of rice. 

Women and children were to receive the ufual proportion, and a 
certain quantity of flops was dire<Sed to be iffued to the male and 
female convicts who came out in the Surprife tranfport, they being 
very much in want of clothing. 

A jail gang was alfo ordered to be eftablifhed at Toongabbe, for the 
employment and punifhment of all bad and fufpicious charaders. 

Wheat was this month direded to be purchafed from the fettlers at 
ten fhillings per buihel. Much of that grain was found to have been 
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blighted this feafon. The ground about Toongabbc was pronounced 
to be worn out, the produce of the laft harveft not averaging more 
than fix or feven bufhels an acre, though at firfi; it was computed at 
feventeen. Tlie Northern farms had alfo failed through a blight. 

Our lofs by death in the year 1 794 was, two fettlers ; four foldicrs ; 
one foldier’s wife; thirty-two male convi£ls ; ten female conviits ; and 
ten children ; making a total of fifty-nine perfons. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 

GANGS SENT TO TILL THE PUBLIC OROUNBS.— THE FRANCIS SAILS. REGU- 
LATIONS rOR THE HAWKESBURY. NATIVES.— WORKS. — WEATHER. 

DEATHS. PRODUCE AT THE RIVER.— TRANSACTIONS THERE. NATIVES. 

—THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM PORT STEPHENS.— TRANSACTIONS.— 

THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE. THE FANCY FROM NEW 

ZEALAND. — INFORMATION. THE EXPERIMENT SAILS FOR INDIA.— A 

NATIVE KILLED. WEATHER. — WHEAT.— C RIMINAL COURT. — RATION 

REDUCED. — THE BRITANNIA HIRED TO PROCURE PROVISIONS.— NATIVES 

AT THE HAWKESBURY. THE ENDEAVOUR ARRIVES WITH CATTLE PROM 

BOMBAY. DEATHS.— RETURNS OF GROUND SOWN WITH WHEAT.— THE 

BRITANNIA SAILS FOR INDIA THE FANCY FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.— CON- 

VICTS. — CASUALTIES. 

January 1795. ] From the great numbers of labouring convlds 
who were employed in the town of Sydney, and at the grounds about 
Pcterfliam ; of others employed with officers and fettlers ; of thofc 
who, their terms of tranfportation having expired, were alloweiT to 
provide for themfelves ; and of others who had been permitted to 
leave the colony, public field-labour was entirely at a fiand. The 
prefent commanding officer wifhing to cultivate the grounds belonging 
to government, collecting as many labourers as could be got together, 
fent a large gang, formed of bricklayers, brickmakers, timber-carriage 
men, &c. &c. to Parramatta and Toongabbe, there to prepare tiie 
ground for wheat for the enfuing feafon. At the mufter which had 
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been lately taken fifty people were foimil without any employment, 
whofe fervices ilill belonged to the public ; mod of thcl'e were laid 
hold of, and fent to hard labour ; and it appeared at the fame time 
that fomc few w'cre at large in the woods, runaways, and vagabonds. 

Thefe people began labouring in the grounds immediately after New 
Year’s day, which as ufual was obferved as a holiday. 

On. the 2 2d, the convict women who had children attended at the 
florci when they received for each child three yards of flannel, one 
fliirt, and two pounds of foap. ■ ' 

On the day following, the colonial fchooner failed for the river, 
having on board a mill, provilions, &c. for the fettiers there. A mi- 
litary guard was alfo ordered, the commanding officer of which was 
to introduce fomc regulations among the fettkrs, and to prevent, by 
the effeift of his prefence and authority, the commiflion of tliofe 
enormities which difgraced that fcttlement. For the reception of fuch 
quantity of the Indian corn and wheat grown there this feafon as 
might be purchafed by government, a florc-houfe was to be erefled 
under the infpedllon of the commiflary ; and Baker, the fuperin- 
tendant who arrived in the Surprife, was font out to take the charge : 

of it when finiflicd. The maftcr of the fchooner was ordered, after j 

difeharging his cargo, to receive on board Mr. Charles Grimes, the 
deputy fiirveyor-gcneral, and proceed with him to Port Stephens, for r 

the purpofe of examining that harbour. I 

About the middle of the month a convid, on entering the door of ^ I 
his hut, was hit in the foot by a black fnakc ; the effetl was, an im- ! : 

mediate fwelling of the foot, leg, and thigh, and a large tumour in ' s 

the groin. Mr. Thompfon, the afliftant-furgcon, was fortunately able ! 

to reduce all thefe fwcllings by frequently bathing the parts in oil, and 
faved the man’s life without having recourfe to amputation. While 
we lived in a wood, and might naturally have expeded to have been t 

troubled with them, fnakes and other reptiles were by no means fo c 

often fecn, as fince, by clearing and opening the country about us, the li 

natives had not had opportunities of fetting the woods fo frequently on 
fire. But now they were often met in the different paths about the j i 

fettlements, balking at mid-day In the funrtiine, and particularly after . t 

a Ihower of rain. j 

We 
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We heard and faw much of the natives about this time. At the 
Hawkefbury a man had been wounded by feme of the Wood tribe. 
Two women (natives) were murdered not far from the town of Sydney 
during the night, and another vidim, a female of Pe-mul-wy’s party, 
(the man who killed MTntyre,) having been fecured by the males of 
a tribe inimical to Pe-mul-wy, dragged her into the woods, where 
they fatigued thcmfclvcs with exercifing ads of cruelty and lull 
upon her. 

The principal labour performed in January was preparing t!ic 
ground for wheat. The Indian corn looked every where remarkably 
w’cll , it was now ripening, and the fettlers on the banks of the 
Hasvkefbury fuppofed that at leaft thirty thoufand bufliels of that 
grain would be railed among them. 

Several native boys, from eight to fourteen years of age, were at 
this time living among the fettlers in the different dlftrids. They 
were found capable of being made extremely ufeful ; they went cheer- 
fully into the fields to labour, and the elder ones with cafe hoed in a 
few hours a greater quantity of ground than that generally affigned to- 
a convid for a day’s work. Some of thefc were allowed a ration of 
provifions from the public (lores. 

In confequcnce of the heavy rains, the river at the Hawkefbury 
rofe many feef higher than it had been known to rife in other rains, 
by which fcvcral fettlers were fufferers. At Toongabbe the wheat 
belonging to government was coniidcrably injured. At Parramatta 
the Jatnage was e.xtcnfivc ; the bridge over the creek, which h.id been 
very well conflrudcd, was entirely fwept away; and the boats with 
their moorings carried down the river. At Sydney fomc chiinnics in 
the new barracks fell in. 

Mr. Jones, the quartcr-mafler ferjeant of the New South Wales 
corps, a perfon of much refpedability, and whofe general demeanor 
indicated an education far beyond what is met with in the fphere of 
life in which he moved, died this month. 

A convid lad, in the fervlce of Mr. William Smith the (lore-keeper, 
died on the 26th, having fwallowcd arfcnic. It was remarkable In his 
untimely end, that he himfelf placed the poifon with a view of deftroy- 
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ing the rats with which the houfe was Infefled, and was particularly 
cautioned againft it. How he came, after that, to take it himfelf, was 
not to be accounted for. 





February’.] Early In February, the ftorehoufe at the Hawkeftu^ 
lacing completed, the provifions which had been fent round in the 
fchooner were landed and put under the care of Baker. Some officers 
.who had made an excurfion to that fettlement, with a view of felefling 
eligible fpots for farms, on their return fpoke highly of the corn which 
they faw growing there, and of the pifturefquc appearance of many 
of the fettlers’ farms. The fettlers told them, that in general their 
grounds which had been in wheat had produced from thirty w 
thirty-fix bufhels an acre ; that they found one bulhel (or on feme j 

fpots five pecks) of feed fulTicicnt to fow an acre ; and that, if fown / 

as early as the mouth of April or May, they imagined the ground I 

would 
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would produce a fecond crop, and tlic feafon be not too far advanced 
to ripen it. Their kitchen gardens were plentifully (locked with ve- 
getables. The mailer of the fchooner complained that the navigation 
of the river was likely to be hurt. The lettlers having fallen many 
trees into the water, he was apprehenfive they would drift alhore on 
feme of the points of the river where, in procels of time, (and, &c. 
might lodge againll them, and form dangerous obftrutlions in the 
way of craft which might be hereafter ufed on the river. No doubt 
rem.iined of the ill and impolitie eondudt of fome of the fettlers toward 
the natives. In revenge for fome cruelties which they had experienced, 
they threatened to put to death three of the fettlers, Michael Doyle, 

Robert Forrcfler, and Nixon ; and had adually attacked and 

cruelly wounded two other fettler.s, George Shadrach and John Akers, 
whofe farms and perfons they miilook for thole of Doyle and For- 
reller. Thcfe particulars were procured through the means of one 
Wilfon, a wild idle young man, who, his term of tranfportation being 
expired,, preferred living among the natives in the vicinity of the 
river, to earning the wages of honell iudullry by working for fettlers. 
He had formed an intermediate language between his own and theirs, 
with which he made Ihift to comprehend fomething of what they 
wilhed him to communicate ; for they did not conceal the fenfe they 
entertained of the injuries which had been done them. The tribe 
with whom Wilfon alTociated had given him a name, Bun-bo-e, but 
none of them had taken his in exchange. As the gratifying an idle 
wandering dlfpofitioii was the foie objetl with Wilfon in herding with 
thefe people, no good confcquence was likely to enfue from it ; and 
it was by no means improbable, that at fome future time, if difgufted 
with the white people, he would join the blacks, and aflill them in 
committing depredations, or make ufe of their alTillance to punilli or 
revenge his own injuries. Mr. Grimes purpofed taking him with 
him in the fchooner to Port Stephens. 

There were at this time leveral convidls in the woods fubfilling by 
theft ; and it being laid that three had been met with arms, it became 
necelTary to fecure them as foon as polTible. Watchmen and other 
people immediately went out, and in the afternoon of the 14th a 
wretched fellow of the name of Suffini was killed by one of them. 
This circumftance drove the reft to a greater dillancc from Sydney, 

and 
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and they were reported, feme days afterwards, to have been met on 
tlie'ir route to the river. Suffini would not have been flrot at, had he 
not refufed to furrender when called to by the watchman while in the 
ait of plundering a garden. 

About the latter end of the month the natives adjufted fome affairs 
cf honour in a convenient fpot near the brick-fields. The people who 
live about the fouth fliore of Botany Bay brought with them a ftranger 
of an c.xtraordinary appearance and charailer ; even his name had 
fomething e.\traordinary in the found — Gome-boak. He had been 

fcveral days on his journey from the place where he lived, which was 
far to the fouthward. In height he was not more than five feet two 
or three inches ; but he was by far the moft mufeular, fqtiare, and well- 
formed native we had ever feen. He fought well ; his fpears were 
remarkably long, and he defended himfelf with a fliield that covered 
his whole body. We had the fatisfailion of feeing him engaged with 
fome of our Sydney friends, and of obferving that neither their perfons 
nor reputations fuffered any thing in the conteft. When the fight was 
over, on our praifing to them the martial talents of this ftranger, the 
ftrength and mufcle of his arm, and the excellence of his fight, they 
admitted the praife to be juft (becaufe w'hen oppofed to them he had 
not gained the llighteft advantage) ; but, unwilling that we ftiould 
think too highly of him, they affured us, with horror in their coun- 
tenances, that Gome-boak was a cannibal *. 

March.] On the ift of March the Francis returned from Port 
Stephens. Mr. Grimes reported, that he went into tw'o frefli-water 
branches, up which he rowed, until, at no very great dlftance from 
the entrance, he found them terminate in a fwamp. He deferibed the 
land on each fide to be low and fandy, and had feen nothing while in 
this harbour which in his opinion could render a fecond vifit neceffary. 
The natives were fo very unfriendly, that he made biit few obferva- 
tions on them. He thought they were a taller and a ftouter race of 
people than thofe about this fettlemcnt, and their language was entirely 
different. Their huts and canoes were fomething larger than thofe 
which we had feen here ; their weapons were the fame. They wel- 

* Gome boak, we learned, was afterwards killed among his own people in fome 
aSair to the fouthward, 
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corned him on ftiorc with a dance, joined hand in hand, round a tree, 
to exprefs perhaps their unanimity ; but one of them afterwards, draw- 
ing Mr. Grimes into the wood, poifed a fpear, and was on the point 
of throwing it, when he was prevented by young Wilfon, who, having 
followed Mr. Grimes with a double-barrelled gun, levelled at the native, 
and fired it. He was fuppofed to be wounded, for he fell j but rifing 
again, he attempted a fecond time to throw the fpear, and was again 
prevented by Wilfon. The effefl of this fecond Ihot was fuppofed to 
be conclufive, as he was not feen to rife any more. Mr. Grimes got 
back to his boat without any other interruption. 

Mr. Houfe in his way thither ran clofe along the fhore, and faw not 
any Ihelter for a Ihip or veflel from Broken Bay to Port Stephens. 
The fchooner was only fourteen hours' on her return. 

About this time, the fpirit of inquiry being on foot, Mr. Cummings, 
an officer of the corps, made an excurfion to the fouthward of Botany 
Bay, and brought back with him fome of the head bones of a marine 
animal, which, on infpedlion. Captain Paterfon, the only naturalift 
in the country, pronounced to have belonged to the animal de- 
feribed by M. de Buffion, and named by him the Manatee. On 
this excurfion Mr. Cummings received fome information which led 
him to believe that the cattle that had been loft foon after our 
arrival were in exiftence. The natives who converfed with him 
were fo particular in their account of having feen a large animal 
with horns, that he ffiortly after, taking fome of them with him as 
guides, fet off to feek them, but returned without fuccefs, not hav- 
ing met with any trace that could lead him to fuppofe they might 
ever be found. 

On the 4th the Britannia returned from the Cape of Good 
Hope, having been abfent fix months and three days. Mr. Raven 
brought alive to his employers, one fiallion, twenty-nine mares, 
three fillies, and twelve flieep. He failed from the Cape with 
forty mares on board ; but thofe that died were the word, and 
had not been kept up long enough on dry food before they were 
embarked. 

It was evident, on vifiting the (hip, that every attention had 
been paid to their accommodation ; but horfes were generally fuppofed 
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better calculated than other cattle to endure the weather ufually met 
with between the Cape and this country *. 

We had the gratification of hearing that our fleet under Earl 
Howe had been vidtorious in a gallant and feverc aftion with the 
enemy. 

On the 15th, when anxioufly expefling an arrival from England, 
we faw Mr. Dell come to anchor in the cove from Norfolk Ifland. 

Though this arrival proved a difappeintment to mofl of us, yet the 
information we received by it was rather interelling. Wc now learned, 
that Mr. Dell had been at New Zealand, where he palTed three months 
in the river named by Captain Cook the Tliames, employed in cutting 
fpars, for the purpofe (as was conjedtured here at the time of his 
departure) of freighting fuch fhip as might arrive from India on 
Mr. Bampton’s account. In the courfe of that time they cut down 
upwards of two hundred very fine trees, from fixty to one hundred 
and forty feet in length, fit for any ufe that the Eaft-India Company’s 
fliips might require. The longcft of thefe trees meafured three feet 
and a half in the butt, and differed from the Norfolk Ifland pines in 
having the turpentine in the centre of the tree inftead of between the 
bark and the wood. From the natives they received very little inter- 
ruption, being only upon one occafion obliged to fire on them, like 
' other uncivilifed people, thefe iflanders faw no crime in theft, and ftolc 
fome axes from the people employed on fhore, gratifying thereby their 
predilcdlion for iron, which, ftrange as it may found to us, they would 
have preferred to gold. Unfortunately, iron was too precious even here 
to part with, unlefs for an equivalent ; and it became neceflary to con- 
vince them of it. Two men and one woman were killed, the feamen 
who fired on them declaring (in their ufual enlarged ftyle of relation) 
that they had driven off and purfued upwards of three thoufand of 
thefe cannibals. They readily parted with any quantity of their flax, 

, bartering it for iron. As the valuable qualities of this flax were well 
known, it was not unintcrefting to us to learn, that fo fmall a veflel 
as the Fancy had Iain at an anchor, for three months in the midft of 
numerous and warlike tribes of favages, without any attempt on their 

* It majr be remembered, that in a former voyage to the Cape on a' Cmilar errand, 
<he loft twenty-nine cows. 
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part to become the mailers ; .nnd that an intercourfe might fafely and 
advantageoufly be opened between them and the colonills of New 
South Wales, whenever proper materials and petfens fhould be fent 
out to manufadure the flax, if the governor of that country Ihould 
ever think it an obje£l worthy of his attention. 

From New Zealand the Fancy proceeded to Norfolk Ifland, and now 
came hither in the hope of meeting with, or hearing of Mr. Bampton. 

From that fettlcment we gained the following information ; 

The Salamander touched there, and the Refolution appeared off the 
ifland, but had no communication with the Ihore. 

A heavy gale of wind, accompanied with a flight fliock of the earth, 
had done confiderable damage, wafliing away a very ufefiil wharf and 
crane at Cafeade, but which the governor meant immediately to 
replace. 

The produce of the wheat this feafon on government’s account 
amounted to three thoufand bulhels, and that of fettlcrs to fifteen 
hundred. The Indian corn promifed a very plentiful crop ; but the 
fettlers were much difeouraged by their bills of the laft year remaining 
Hill unpaid. Much of that corn was obliged to be furveyed, and two 
thoufand bufhels had been condemned. 

Swine were increafing fo rapidly on Phillip Ifland, now Rocked by 
government, that Mr. King thought he fhould be able for fome time 
to jflue frefh pork during four days in the week. The flour was ex- 
pended ; of fait meat there was a fufficiency in flore for eight months. 
The whole number of perfons on the ifland amounted to nine hundred 
and forty-five. 

A convict well known in this fettlement, Benjamin Ingraham, 
being detected in the a£l of houfebreaking, put an end to his own 
exiflence by hanging himfelf, thus terminating by his own hand a life 
ef wretchednefs and villany. 

On the 17th St. Patrick found many votaries in the fettlement. 
Some Cape brandy lately imported in the Britannia appeared to have 
arrived very feafonably ; and libations to the faint were fo plentifully 
poured, that at night the cells were full of prifoners. 

Settlers, and other perfons who had Indian corn to difpofe of, were 
this month informed, that they would receive five (hillings per bufhel 
for all they might bring to the public (lores. They were likewife told, 
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that a preference would be given to thofe who had difpofed of their 
wheat to government. 

On the 23d the Experiment failed for India. Mr. M‘Clellan had 
been with his veflel to the Hawkefbury, where he had taken in fixty 
large logs of the tree which we had named the cedar. He had alfo 
purchafed fome of the mahogany of this country. Whether cedar and 
mahogany were or were not to be readily procured at Bengal, ought 
to have been well known to this gentleman before he put himfelf to 
tlie trouble, delay, and expence of procuring fuch a quantity * ; but 1 

it was here generally looked upon as a fpeculation that would not 
produce him much profit. 

On the day of his failing, fufpeding (as was reported) fome defign 
to feize his veflel, he fent on flrore three people whom he had flilpped 
here. They rendezvoufed at a hut in the town occupied by one John 
Chapman Morris ; and, on fearching it, in the bed of one of them 
were found a dozen of new Indian Ihirts marked D. W. ; twenty-two 1 

-new pulicate handkerchiefs ; and three pieces of. ftriped gingham. On | 

the pofleflbr being queftioned, he faid, that they were fold to him 
while he was at Norfolk Ifland by the fteward of Captain Manning’s 
fhip, the Pitt. As this was a very improbable ftory, the houfe they 
were in was ordered by the commanding officer to be pulled down. The 
property, having been difclaiined by Mr. M'Clennan, was lodged with 
the provoft-marflial ; and the parties given to underhand, that a re- 
ference would be made to Norfolk Ifland by the firft opportunity. 

On the 26th, fome of our people witnefled an extraordinary tranf- 
adion which took place among the natives at the brick-fields. A 
young man of the name of Bing-yi-wan-ne, well known in the fetde- 
ment, being detedicd in the crifis of an amour with Maw-ber-ry, the 
companion of another native, Ye-ra-ni-be Go-ru-ey, the latter fell 
upon him with a club, and being a powerful man, and of fuperior 
ftrength, abfolutely beat him to death. Bing yi-wan-ne had fome 
friends, who on the following day called Ye-ra-ni-be to an account for 
the murder ; when, the aflalr being condu^led with more regard to 
honour than juftice, he came ofl!' with only a fpear-wound in his thigh- 

• He was to aUow one hundred pounds for as many trees; bat we underftood that it * 
was to be in the way of barter with articles, fugar, fpirits, 2cc. j 
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The farmers began gatliering their Indian corn about the latter end 
of this month. The weather during the former and latter part of it 
was wet. About the time of the equinox, the tides in the cove were 
obferved to be very high. 

On the 28th Thomas Webb, a fettler, who had removed from his 
farm at Liberty Plains to another on the banks of the Hawkefbury, 
was dangeroufly wounded there, while working on his grounds by 
fome of the wood natives, who had previoiifly plundered his hut. 
About the fame time a party of thefe people threw a fpear at fome 
fqldiers who were going up the river in a fmall boat. All thefe un- 
pleafant circumdances were to be attributed to tbe ill treatment the 
natives had received from the fettlers. 

At Profpecl Hill a woman was bitten by a fnake; but by the timely 
application of fome volatile lalts by Mr. Irving, her life was faved. 
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April.] It was determined to let the Toongabbe Hills remain fallow 
for a feafon, they being reported to be worn out. Other ground, 
which had been prepared, was now fown ; a fpot called the Ninety 
Acres, and the hills between Parramatta and Toongabbe. 

On the 15th, a criminal court was aflembled for the trial of John An- 
derfon and Jofeph Marlhall, fettlers ; and John Hyams, Jofeph Dunftill, 
Richard Watfon, and Morgan Bryan, couviifls ; for a rape committed 
on the body of one Mary Hartley, at the Hawkefbury, The court 
was obliged to acquit the prifoners, owing to glaring contradidlion in 
the witnelTes, no two of them, though feveral were examined, agree- 
ing in the fame point. But as fuch a crime could not be palTed with 
impunity, they were recommitted, and on the 22d tried for an aflault, 
of which being very clearly convided, the two fettlers and Morgan 
Bryan were fcntenced to receive each five hundred lafhes, and the 
others three hundred each ; of which fentence they received one half, 
and were forgiven the remainder. This was a moft infamous tranf- 
adion ; and, though the fufferer was of bad charader, would have 
well warranted the inflidion of capital punilhment on one of the 
offenders, if the witneffes had not prevaricated in their teflimony. 
They appeared to have call off all the feelings of civilized humanity, 
adopting as clofely as they could follow them the manners of the 
favage inhabitants of the country. One prifoner, John Rayner, was 
alfo tried for a burglary, and being convided received fentence of 
death. 

On the 29th, a liberal allowance of flops was iffued to the male and 
female convids in the different fettlements, among which were feme 
foap to the men, and fome thread, tape, and foap to the women. 

A fhed for the purpofe of receiving their Indian corn was this 
month begun by the fettlers at the river, they and their fervants 
bringing in the materials, and government fupplying the carpenters," 
tools, nails, &c. 

The farmers now every where began putting their wheat into the 
ground, except at the river, where they had fcarccly made any prepa- 
rations, confuming their time and fubftance in drinking and rioting ; 
and trufting to the extreme fertility of the foil, which they declared 
would produce an ample crop at any time without much labour. So 
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April.] 

filly and thoughtlefs were thefe people, who were thus unworthily 
placed on the banks of a river which, from its fertility and the effedt 
of its inundations, might not improperly be termed the Nile of New 
South Wales. 

May.] From the reduced ftate of the falted provifions, it became 
necefiary (fuch had often been the preamble of an order) to diminifli 
the ration of that article iflued weekly to each perfon, and half the 
beef and half the pork was flopped at once. In feme meafure to 
make this great dedudion lighter, three pints of pcafe were added. 
This circumftance induced the commanding officer, on the day this 
alteration took place, to hire the Britannia to proceed to India for a 
cargo of falted provifions. Supplies might arrive before fire eould re- 
turn ; but the war increafed the chances againfl us. He therefore 
took her up at fifteen (hillings and fixpence per ton per month ; and, 
in order to fave as much fait meat as was poffible, he direded the 
commiflary to purchafe fuch frelh pork as the fettlers and others might 
bring in good condition to the ftore, ifluing two pounds of frefh, in 
lieu of one of fait meat. During the time this order continued, a 
barrow was killed and part fent to the flore, which weighed five hun- 
dred pounds, and a fow which weighed three hundred and -thirty-fix 
pounds. They had both been fed a confiderable time * on Indian 
com, and, according to the rate they fold at (the pork one (hilling per 
pound, and the corn five (hillings per bufhel) could neither of them 
have repaid the expence of their feed. 

On the 2ift the colonial fchooner returned from the Hawkefburj', 
bringing upwards of eleven hundred bulhels of remarkably fine Indian 
corn from the ftore there. The mafter again reported his apprehen- 
fions, that the navigation of the river would be obftrudted by the 
fettlers, who continued the practice of falling and rolling trees into 
the dream. He found five feet lefs water at the ftore-wharf than 
when he was there in February laft, owing to the dry weather which 
had for fome time pad prevailed. 

At that fettlement an open war feemed about this time to have com- 
menced between the natives and the fettlers ; and word was received 


The barrow two years and a half, and the fow aboat two yean.. 
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over-land, that two people were killed by them ; one a fettler of the 
name of VVilfon, and the other a freeman, one William Thorp, who 
had been left behind from the Britannia, and had hired himfclf to this 
Wilfon as a labourer. The natives appeared in large bodies, men, 
■women, and children, provided with blankets and nets to carry off the 
corn, of which they appeared as fond as the natives who lived among 
us, and feemed determined to take it whenever and wherever they 
could meet with opportunities. In their attacks they conduced them- 
felves with much art ; but where that failed they had recourfe to force, 
and on the leaft appearance of refiftance made ufe of their fpears or 
clubs. To check at once, if poflible, thefe dangerous depredators. 
Captain Paterfon direfted a party of the corps to be fent from Parra- 
matta, with inftru£lions to deftroy as many as they could meet with 
of the wood tribe (Be-dia-gal) ; and, in the hope of ftriking terror, to 
ereO: gibbets in different places, whereon the bodies of all they might 
kill were to be hung. It was reported, that feveral of thefe people 
were killed in confequence of this order; but none of their bodies 
being found, (perhaps if any were killed they were carried off by their 
companions,) the number could not be afeertained. Some prifoners 
however were taken, and fent to Sydney ; one man, (apparently a 
cripple,) five women, and fome children. One of the women, with a 
child at her breaff, had been fhot through the fhoulder, and the fame 
(hot had wounded the babe. They were immediately placed in a hut 
near our hofpital, and every care taken of them that humanity fug- 
gefted. The man was faid, infiead of being a cripple, to have been 
very aftive about the farms, and infirumental in fome of the murders 
which had been committed. In a fhort time he found means to 
efcape, and by fwimming reached the north fhore in fafety ; whence, no 
doubt, he got back to his friends. Captain Paterfon hoped, by detaining 
the prifoners and treating them well, that fome good effed might re- 
fult ; but finding, after fome time, that coercion, not attention, was more 
likely to anfwer his ends, he fent the women back. While they were 
with us, the wounded child died, and one of the women was delivered 
of a boy, which died immediately. On our withdrawing the party, 
the natives attacked a farm nearly oppofite Richmond Hill, belonging 
to one William Rowe, and put him and- a very fine child to death ; 
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the wife, after receiving feveral wounds, crawled down the bank, and 
concealed herfclf among fome reeds half immerfed in the river, 
where Ihe remained a confiderable time without aflillance : being at 
length found, this poor creature, after having feen her hulband and 
her child flaughtered before her eyes, was brought into the hofpital at 
Parramatta, where Ihe recovered, though flowly, of her wounds. In 
confequencc of this horrid circumftance, another party of the corps 
was fent out; and while they were there the natives kept at a diftance. 
This duty now became permanent ; and die foldiers were dillributed 
among the fettlers for their protedlion ; a protedlion, however, that 
many of them did not merit. 

Pemulwy, or fome of his party, were not idle about Sydney; they 
even ventured to appear within half a mile of the brickbeld huts, and 
wound a convidt who was going to a neighbouring farm on bufinels. 

As one of our moil frequent walks from the town was in that direc- 
tion, this circumllance was rather unplealant ; but the natives were . 
not feen there again. 

On Sunday the 31ft, about one o’clock, the fignal was made at the 
South-head for a fail ; and about live there anchored in the cove the 
Endeavour, a fliip of eight hundred tons from Bombay, under the 
command of Mr. Bampton, having on board one hundred and thirty- 
two head of cattle, a quantity of rice, and the other articles of the 
contradi engaged by Lieutenant-governor Grofe, except the fait pro- 
vifions. She had been eleven weeks from Bombay. 

The cattle arrived, in general, in good condition ; and Mr. Bampton 
had been very fuccefsful in his care of them. He embarked one hun- 
dred and thiny at Bombay, out of which he loll but one cow, and that 
died the morning before his arrival. . 

On vifiting the Ihip, the fight was truly gratifying ; the cattle 
were ranged on each fide of the gun-deck, fore and aft, and not confined 
in feparate flails ; but fo conveniently (lowed, that they were a fupport 
to each other. They were well provided with mats, and were con- 
llantly cleaned ; apd when the Ihip tacked, the cattle which were to 
leeward were regularly laid with their heads to windward, by people 
(twenty in number) particularly appointed to look after them, inde- 
pendent of any duty in the (hip. The grain which was their food 
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■was, together with their water, regularly given to them, and the deck 
they flood on was well aired, by fcuttles in the Tides, and by wind fails*. 

/''Of this number of cattle forty sverc for draught, fixty for breeding, 
and the remainder calves ; but feme of them fo large, as to be valued 
and taken at fifteen guineas per head. 

On their landing, we were concerned to find that many of the 
draught cattle were very aged ; they were, it was true, in health ; but 
younger animals undoubtedly ought to have been procured; for of 
little ufe could toothlcfs, old, and blind bealls be to us. 

At the fettlement at the Hawkefbury, a woman who had been 
drinking was found dead in her hufband’s arms. Webb the fettler, 
who was wounded in March laft, died ; and one fettler (Rowe) and 
his child were killed in this month. 

June.] On the 4th of this month, being the anniverfary of his Ma- 
jefly’s birth, the commifl'ary iflued to each of the non-commilTioncd 
officers and privates of the New South Wales corps, one pound of frelh 
pork and half a pint of fpirits ; and to all other people vidualled from the 
ftore one gill each. At noon the regiment fired three vollies ; and at 
one o’clock the Britannia and Fancy twenty-one guns each in honour 
of the day. 

Preparatory to the departure of the Britannia, feme returns were 
procured, which were ncceflary to be tranfmitted with the difpatchcs 
then making up. Among others it appeared, that the following 
quantity of ground had been this feafon fown with wheat : viz. 


Acrrt. 

On account of government at and about Parramatta 340 
Individuals at and about ditto - 1214 

Individuals at the River f - - 548J' 

Individuals at and about Sydney - 6i8J 


Total - 272I7 


• Thefe circumftances are mentioned fo particularly, in the hope that they mi; ptort 
Hfcful hints to any perfons intending, or who may be in future employed, to con«; 
cattle from India, or any other part of the world, to New South Wales. 

f This was the account given by the fctticrs ; but their condu£l gave little room to 
believe they had been fo iuduArious : they certainly ought to have bad a greater quantity. 
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On the iSth the Britannia failed for India. As the Aate of the 
fettlement at the time of her departure required every exertion to be 
made in procuring an immediate fupply of provifions, Mr. Raven 
wa.s direded to repair to Batavia, to procure there if polTible a cargo 
of European falted meat. The uece/Tity of his immediate return was 
fo urgent, that if he found on his arrival that only lialf a cargo 
could be got, he was to fill up the remainder of the llowage with rice 
and fugar, and make the beft of his way back. If falted provifions 
were not to be got at Batavia, he was to proceed to Calcutta. Should 
circuinAanccs run fo much againft us, as to caufc his failure at both 
thefe ports, Mr. Raven was at liberty to return by the way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, as provifions were at any rate to be procured, 
if poITible. 

On the 2 1 ft, the Fancy failed for Norfolk Illand, taking a cargo of 
rice and dholl for the ufe of that fettlement ; the Rev. Mr. Marfden 
alfo embarked in her to marry and baptife fuch as flood in need of 
thofe rites. 

On the 29th the colonial fehooner brought another cargo of Indian 
corn (one thoufand one hundred and twelve bufliels) from the Hawkef- 
bury. For want of ftorehoufe room, great quantities were left lying 
before the door, expofed to, and fuffering much by the weather. As 
it had not been meafured or received by the ftore-keeper, the lofs fell 
upon the owners. 

■ The cattle lately arrived feemed to fuftcr by their change of climate ; 
one cow and feveral calves died ; perhaps as much from mifmanage- 
ment, as by the weather ; for, with very few exceptions, it was im- 
poftible to fele£l from among the prifoners, or thofe who had been 
fuch, any who would feel an honeft intereft in executing the fervicc 
in which they were employed. They would pilfer half the grain 
entrufted to their care for the cattle ; they would lead them into the 
woods for pafturage, and there leave them until obliged to condufl 
them in ; they would neither clean them nor themfelves. Indolent, 
and by long habit worthlefs, no dependance could be placed on them. 
In every inftance they endeavoured to circumvent; and whenever 
their e.xertions were called for, they firft looked about them to dif- 
^ver how thofe exertions might be turned to their own advantage. 

3 11 2 Could 
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Could it then be %vondered at, if little had been done fince our efta- 
bliflrment ? and muft it not rather excite admiration to fee how much 
had been done ? Whatever was to be fee n was the efTecf of the moft 
unremitting, and perhaps degrading vigilance on the part of thofe in 
whom the executive power had been from time to time veiled, and of 
the intcreft that many individuals had felt in railing this country from 
its original infignificance to fome degree of confequcnce. 

Among the cafualtics of the month inuft be noticed the death of a 
man unfortunately drowned in attempting to fave the life of a woman 
who was overfet with liimfclf in a palTage-boat, coming from Parra- 
matta. He had juft got her into fafety when Ihe pulled him under 
w'ater, and he perilhed. It is extremely liazardous, and requires very 
great caution in thofe who meddle with perfons that are drowning. 

On the 2yth, two foldiers, going with their arms to Parramatta, 
flopped on the road to fire at a mark. One of them, inconfiderately, 
placing himfclf behind the tree which was the mark, and prefenting 
himfelf in the unfortunate moment of his companion’s firing, received 
the ball in his thigh near the groin. He was brought to Sydney as 
foon as it was poflible, when Mr. Harris the furgeon of the regiment 
amputated the limb. The wound was fo near the groin, however, 
that the tourniquet was fixed with much difficulty and hazard *. 

There was at this time under the care of the furgeon Jofeph Hat- 
ton, a fettler at the Eaftcrn Farms, an elderly man, who had been 
dangeroufly ftabbed in the belly by his wife, a young woman, (named 
before their marriage Rofamond Sparrow,) in a fit of jealoufy and 
paffion. On his recovery, he carneftly requefted that no punilhment 
might be infiiifted on her, but that ffic might be put away from him. 

• The patieut’s name was Nicholas Downie. He recovered, after feveral weeks ore 
and attention on the part of Mr.'Hatrit i but his comrade fuSered much anxiety dorui; 
the cute. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

RATION. — A CRIMINAL AND A CIVIL COURT HELD.— CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
THE DEAI'H OF T. DAVENEY. — SALT MADE. — WILSON, KVIOHT, AND THE 

NATIVES. THE PROVIDENCE ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND. FOUR CONVICTS 

BROUGHT FROM PORT STEPHENS. — PUBLIC LABOUR. — STORM. — THE FANCY 
ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.— THE SUPPLY AND RELIANCE ARRIVE. 
—GOVERNOR hunter's COMMISSION READ. — TRANS ACTIONS.— THE INDIA 
SHIPS SAIL.— ANOTHER ARRIVAL FROM ENGLAND.— MILITARY PROMO- 

TIONS.— COLONIAL REGULATIONS. THE PROVlDENCE,SUPPLY, AND YOUNO 

WILLIAM SAIL. — THE SOVEREIGN STORESHIP ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND.— 
CRIMINAL COURT HELD. — CONVICT EXECUTED. — PRINTING-PRESS EM- 
PLOYED.— RATION. — INFORMATION FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.— THE CAT- 
TLE LOST IN 1788 DISCOVERED. — TRANSACTIONS.— BENNlLLONo's CON- 
DUCT AFTER HIS RETURN FROM ENGL AND.— CIVIL COURT HELD.— HAR- 
VEST,— REGULATIONS.— NATIVES.— MF.TEOROLOOICAL PHENOMENON AT 
THE HAWKESBURY. MR. BARROW’s DEATH.— DEATHS IN I795- 

July.] The faked provlflons being all expended, except a few 
cafks which were referved for the non-commilfioned oiEcers and pri- 
vate foldiers of the corps, on Saturday the nth of the month the cop- 
vidts received the following ration : 

Indian corn, - _ _ 12 pounds (unground); 

Rice, ----- 5 ditto ; 

Dholl, ----- 3 pints; 

Sugar, - - - - - i-J. pound ; 

being the firft time, fince the eilablilhment of the colony, that they 
had gone from the ftore without receiving either faked or frefh pro- 
vifions. On the Monday following the military received. 

Salt pork, _ _ . _ 2 pounds ; 

Indian corn, - - - 12 ditto (unground) ; 

Peafe, ----- 3 pints ; 

Rice, ----- 3 ditto ; 

Sugar, - - - - - 6 ounces. 

Tliis 
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This being the (late of the (lores, fupplics were arJcntly to be de- 
fired. It was truly unfortunate, tliat Mr. Hampton had not been able 
to procure any falted provifions at Bombay, but in lieu thereof had 
brought us a quantity of rice. We now began to grow grain fufficicut 
for our confumption from crop to crop, and grain that was at ail times 
preferred to the imports from India. Dholl and rice were never well 
received by tbc prifoners as an equivalent for flour, particularly when 
pcafe formed a part of the ration; and it was to be lamented that a 
neceflity ever cxifted, of forcing upon them fuch trafli as they had 
from time to time been obliged to dlgeft. 

The efl'edls of this ration foon appeared ; fevcral attacks were made 
on individuals ; the houfc occupied by Mr. Muir was broken into, and 
all or nearly all that gentleman’s property ftolen : feme of his wearing 
apparel was laid in his way the ne.xt day ; but he ftill remained a con- 
fiderahle fufferer by the vifit. Some private (lock yards were attacked; 
but finding them too vigilantly watched, a fellow played off a trick 
that he thought W'ould go down with the hungry ; he Hole a very fine 
greyhound, and, inflead of fccrctly employing him in procuring ccca- 
fionally a frclh meal, he adlually killed the deg, and fold it to different 
people in the town for kangooroo at nine-pence per pound. Being 
detedfed in this villainous tralfic, he was feverely punilhed. 

A criminal court was aflembled on the 20th for the trial of Mary 
Pawfon, a fcttler’s wife .at the river, for the crime of arfon. On the 
trial there was flrong evidence of malice in the prlfoner againft the 
wife of the owner of the houfe ; but not any that led direcHy to con- 
vifl her of having fet the houfe on fire. She was therefore acquitted; 
but the adjoining fettlers dilliking fuch a charadler in their neighbour- 
hood, the hufband, who had nothing againfl him but this wife, fold 
a very good farm which he pofTefTed on a creek of the river, and with- 
drew to another fituation, remote and lefs advantageous. At the fame 
time a notorious offender, James Barry, was tried for attempting to 
break into a fcttler’s houfe at the Ponds with an intent to (leal, the 
proof of which was too clear to admit of his cfcape. He was fcntenced 
to fuffer one thoufand lafhes, and on the Saturday following received 
two hundred and feventy of them. 

On 
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On the fame day a civil court v»as held for the purpofe of granting 
probate of the will of Thomas Daveney, late a fuperintendatu of 
convidls, who died on the 3d of the month. The caufe of his death 
was e.Ntraordinary. He had been appointed a fuperintendant of the 
convids employed in agriculture at Toongabbe by the late Governor 
Phillip, who, confidering him tnift- worthy, placed grc.it confidence in 
him. Some time after Governor Phillip’s dep.irture, his condud was 
reprefented to the lieutenant-governor in fuch a light, that he difinilTed 
him from his fituation, and he retired to a farm which he had at Toon- 
gabbe. lie had been always addided to the ufe of fpirituous liquors ; 
but he now applied himfclf more clofely to them, to drown the recol- 
Icdion of his difgrace. In this vice he continued until the 3d of May 
lad, on which day he came to Sydney in a ftate of infanity. He went 
to the houfe of a friend in the town, determined, as it feemed, to 
deflroy himfelf ; for h.e there drank, unknown to the people of the 
houfe, as fad as he could fwalloiv, nearly half a gallon of Cape brandv. 
He fell diredly upon the floor of the room he was in (which happened 
to be of brick) ; where the people, thinking nothing worfe than in- 
toxication ailed him, fuffered him to lie for ten or twelve hours; in 
confequence he was feized with a violent infl.immation which broke 
out on the arm, and that part of the body which lay next the ground ; 
to this, .after fuppuration had taken place, and feveral operations had 
been peiformcd to extrad the pus, a mortification fucceeded, and at 
lafi. carried him olf on the 3d of July. A few hours before his death 
he requeded to fee the judge-advocate, to whom he declared, that it 
had been told him that he had been fufpcifled of having improperly 
and tyrannically abufed the confidence which he had enjoyed under 
Governor Phillip; but that he could fafely declare, as he was (hortly 
to appear before the lad tribunal, that nothing lay on his confcience 
which could ni.ake his lad moments in this life painful. .■\t his own 
requed he was interred in the burying ground at Parramatta. He had 
been advancing his means pretty rapidly ; for, after his dcceafe, his 
dock of goats, confiding of eighty-fix males and females, fold by- 
public audlion for three hundred and fifty-feven pounds fifteen (hillings,. 
He left a widow (formerly Catharine Hounfon,) who had for feveraJ 
years been deranged in her incelle^s. 
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In addition to the fuperintendant, there died in this month a woman, 

Jane Forbes, the wife of Butler, a lettler at Profped Hill, who 

fell into the fire while preparing their breakfaft, and received fuch in- 
jury that flic fliortly after expired. 

Auguft.] From the fcantinefs of faked provifions, the article fait was 
become as fcarce. There came out in the Surprife, as a fcitler, a 
perfon of the name of Bofton. Among other ufeful knowledge * which 
v/e were given to underftand he poffeflcd, he at this time offered his 
(kill in making fait from fea-water. .^s it was much w'anted, his offers 
were acccptetl, and, an eligible fpot at Bennillong’s Point (as the cad 
point of the cove had long been named) being chofen, he began his 
operations, for which he had feven men allowed him, whofe labour, 
however, only produced three or four buihels of fait in more than as 
many weeks. 

FFis Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales’s birth-day was duly no- 
ticed. At one o’clock the Endeavour fired twenty-one guns. 

Wilfon (Bun-bo-e), immediately after his return from Port Stephens 
with the deputy-furveyor, went off to the natives at the river. Another 
vagabond, who like hiinfelf had been a convidf, one Knight, thinking 
there muft be fome fweets in the life which Wilfon led, determined 
to fhare them with him, and went off to the woods. About the mid- 
dle of this month they both came into the town, accompanied by fome 
of their companions. On the day following it appeared that their vifit 
was for the purpofc of forcing a wife from among the svomen of this 
diftricl ; for in the midft of a confiderable uproar, which was heard 
near the bridge, Wilfon and Knight were difeovered, each dragging 
a girl by the arm (whole age could not have been beyond nine or ten 
years) aflifted by their new aflbeiates. The two white men being 
foon fecured, and the children taken care of, the mob difperled. 
Wilfon and Knight were taken to the cells and punifhed, and it was 
intended to employ them both in hard labour ; but they found means 
to efcape, and foon mixed again with companions whom they pre- 
ferred to our overfeers. 

• Hiving been fent out by government to fupply us with failed filb, he had fome 
time before offered to procure and fait filh for tbe fettlement ■, but he required boats and 
men, and more afliftance than it was poflible to fupply. He propofed to try Broken Bay. 

About 
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About this time the natives were, during two days, engaged in very 
fevere contefts. Much blood was fhed, and many wounds inflided ; 
but no one was killed. It appeared to afibrd much diverfion ; for 
they were conftantly well attended by all deferiptions of people, 
notwilhftanding the rHk they ran of being wounded by a random 
fpcar. 

On the 26th the fettlement was gratified by the arrival of his Ma- 
jefty’s (hip Providence, of twenty-eight guns, commanded by Captain 
Broughton, from England. She failed thence on the 2jth of February 
lad, in company with his Majefty’s fhips Reliance and Supply, which 
(hips (he left at Rio de Janeiro fome time in May laft. We had the 
fatisfaftion of learning that Governor Hunter was on board the Re- 
liance, and might be daily expeded. 

The Providence met with very bad weather on her palTage from the 
Brazil coaft, and was driven part this harbour as far to the northward 
as Port Stephens, in which (lie anchored. There, to the great furjirife 
of Captain Broughton, he found and received on board four white 
people, (if four miferable, naked, dirty, and fmoak-dried men could 
be called white,) runaways from this I'ettlcment. By referring to the 
tranfadions of the month of September 1 790, it will be found that five 
convids, John Tarwood, George Lee, George Connoway, John 
Watfon, and Jofeph Sutton, efcaped from the fettlement at Parramatta, 
and, providing themfelves with a wretched weak boat, which they (lolc 
from the people at the South Head, difappeared, and were fuppofed to 
have met a death which, one might have imagined, they went without 
the Heads to feek. Four of thefe people (Jofeph Sutton having died) 
were now met with in this harbour by the officers of the Providence, 
and brought back to the colony. They told a melancholy talc of their, 
fufFerings in the boat ; and for many days after their arrival paffed their 
time in detailing to the crowds both of black and w'hlte people which 
attended them their adventures in Port Stephens, the firft harbour they 
made. Having lived like the favages among whom they dwelt, their 
change of food foon difagreed with them, and they were all taken ill, 
appearing to be principally affcfled with abdominal fwellings. They 
fpokc in high terms of the pacific difpofition and gentle manners of 
the natives. They were at fome diftance inland when Mr. Grimes 
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was in Port Stephens ; but heard foon after of the fchooner’s vifit, and 
well knew, and often afterwards faw, the man who had been fired at, 
but not killed at that time as was fuppol'ed, by Wilfon. Each of them 
had had names given him, and given w'lth feveral ceremonies. 
Wives alfo were allotted them, and one or two had children. They 
were never required to go out on any occafion of hoftility, and were 
in general fupplied by the natives with filh or other food, being con- 
fidcrcd by them (for fo their fituation only could be conllrued) as 
unfortunate ftrangers thrown upon their fliore from the mouth of the 
yawning deep, and entitled to their protedion. They told us a ridi- 
culous flory, that the natives appeared to worfhip them, often affuring 
them, when tiiey began to underftand each other, that they were un- 
doubtedly the anceftors of fome of them who had fallen in battle, and 
had returned from the fea to vifit them again ; and one native appeared 
firmly to believe that his father was come back in the perfon of either 
Lee or Connoway, and took him to the fpot where his body had 
been burnt. On being told that immenfc numbers of people exilled 
I far beyond their little knowledge, they inftantly pronounced them to 

be the fpirits of their countrymen, which, after death, had migrated 
into other regions. 

It appeared from thefe four men, that the language to the north- 
ward differed wholly from any that we knew. Among the natives 
who lived with us, there were none who underftood all that they faid, 
and of thofe who occalionally came in, one only could converfewith 
them. He was a very fine lad, of the name of Wur-gan. His mother 
had been born and bred beyond the mountains, but one lucklefsday, 
paying a vifit with fome of her tribe to the banks of the Dee-rab-bun, 
{for fo the Hawkefbury was named,) fhe was forcibly prevented re- 
turning, and, being obliged to fubmit to the embraces of an amorous 
and powerful Bc-dia-gal, the fruit of her vifit was this boy. Speaking 
hcrfelf more dialcdls than one, fhe taught her fon all fhe knew, and he, 
being of quick parts, and a roving difpofition, caught all the different 
dialedfs from Botany Bay to Port Stephen.s. 

We underftood that Lieutenant-governor Grofe in the Dardalus 
had reached Rio de Janeiro in eleven weeks from his failing hence, 
and that all on board were in health. 

1 5 Public 
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Public labour was fcarcely any where performed in this month, 
owing to the extreme badnefs of the weather which prevailed. The 
rain and wind were fo violent for fome days after the arrival of the 
Providence, that neither that flilp nor the Endeavour had much com- 
munication with the ftiore. Accounts were received from the Hawkef- 
bury, that feveral farms on the creeks were under water ; and the 
perfon who brought the account was nearly drowned in his way over 
a plain -named the Race-Ground. Paling could no where ftand the 
force of the ftorm. Several chimnies and much plaftcr fell, and every 
houfe was wet. At Parramatta much damage was done ; and at 
Toongabbe (a circumftance moft acutely felt) a very large barn and 
thrcfliiog-floor were deftroyed. The fehooner had been loading with 
corn at the river, and, though flie left the ftore on the i ith, did not 
reach Sydney until the 20th, having met with much bad weather. 
During the ftorm, the column at the South Head fell in. This, how- 
ever, could be more readily repaired than the barn and the threfliing- 
floor at Toongabbe, which were ferlous lolTes, and had coft govern- 
ment a much larger fum than the beacon. 

Several of the cattle lately arrived perifhed in this bad weather. 

To eke out the fait meat that was referved for the military, two 
Cape cows, which would not breed, were killed and ferved out to 
them during this month. ' 

September.] After an abfenceof eleven weeks, the Fancy arrived 
on the 3d from Norfolk Ifland. Her paiTage thither was made in fix 
days ; but on her return (he ran within one hundred and thirty miles 
of this port in three or four days ; yet afterwards met with contrary 
and heavy gales of wind which kept her out a month. On the 28th 
of laft month (he was off the fouth head of Broken Bay in a heavy gale 
of wind, and was, by being clofe in with the land in thick weather, 
in extreme danger. Of a large quantity of ftock (the property of 
Mr. Balmain, who left Norfolk Ifland to take upon him the charge 
of the general hofpital here), but a very fmall quantity remained alive 
after the gale. > 

The moft favourable accounts were rweived from that fettlemcnt. 
Plenty reigned throughout. Every barn was full. Four thoufand 
pounds of frelh pork having been cured, the lieutenant-governor had 
: 3 I » 
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forty tons of fait provifions to fpare, which he offered to this colony. 
The wharf and crane at Cafeade were rather improved than fimply 
repaired, and an overfliot water-mill had been erected at the trifling 
cxpence of three ewe flieep to the conftrudtor, which ground and 
dreffed eighteen buthcls of Hour in a day. 

William Hogg, a prifoner well known and approved at this place 
for his abilities as a filverfmith, and an adlor in the walk of low co- 
medy, put an end to his exiftence in a very deliberate manner a few 
days before the Fancy failed. Spirits being in circulation after her 
arrival, he went to the “ Grog-lhop” as long as he had money; but, 
finding that he had no credit, he could no longer endure the lofs of 
charader which he thought attached to it; and though he did not 
“ make his quietus with a bare bodkin,” yet he found a convenient 
rope that put him out of the world. 

The 7th of September was marked by the arrival of the governor 
in chief of thefe fettlements. The fignal was made for two fail between 
eight and nine o’clock in the morning. The wind being from the 
northward, they did not reach the anchorage until late ; his Majefty’i 
Ihip the Supply, commanded by Lieutenant William Kent, getting in 
about fun-fet ; and the Reliance, with the governor on board, about 
eight at night. Their paffage from Rio de Janeiro was long (fourteen 
weeks) and very rough, until the (hips came off Van Dieman’s Land. 
Of our late bad weather they had felt nothing. 

Situated as the colony was in point of provifions, we learned with 
infinite concern, that a (torefhip which had once been under Governor 
Hunter’s orders, had, from being overloaded, been unavoidably left 
behind, and had yet to run the chance of being taken by the enemies’ 
cruizers ; and that by the two lliips now arrived we had only gained 
a few barrels of provifions failed at Rio de Janeiro; a town clock; 
the principal parts of a large wind-mill ; two officers of the New South 
Wales corps ; Mr. S. Leeds an affiftant-furgeon, and Mr. D. Payne 
a maftcr boat-builder. 

His e.xcellency did not take upon him the exercife of his authority 
until the i ith, on which day his Majefty’s commiffion was publicly 
read by the judge-advocate, all deferiptions of perfons being prefent. 
His excellency, in a very pertinent fpeech, declared the expedlations 
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he had from every one’s conduQ, touching with much delicacy on 
that of the perfons lately fent here for a certain offence, (fome of 
whom were prefent, but who unfortunately kept at too great a dif- 
tance to hear him,) and ftrongly urging the neceflity of a general 
unanimity in fupport of his Majefty’s government. He was after- 
wards fworn in by the judge-advocate at his office*. An addrefs, 
figned by the civil and military officers on occafion of his return 
among them as governor, was prefented to his excellency a few days 
after his public appearance in that important capacity. 

That he might as fpcedily as poffible be acquainted with the Hate of 
the colony, he ordered a general mufter to be taken by the commif- 
fary, appointing different days at Sydney, Parramatta, and the Hawkef- 
bury, in order that corredf accounts might be obtained of the number 
and dinribiition of every perfon (the military excepted) in thofe dif- 
triQs ; and he purpofed in perfon to infpe£l the (late of the different 
farms. He recommended it to all perfons who had lands in cultiva- 
tion to plant with Indian corn as much of them as might not at that 
time be under any other grain ; urging them, as it was the proper 
feafon, not to let it pafs by, it being an effential article in the nourifh- 
inent of live (lock, the increafe of which was of fuch importance to 
the fettlement, that he could not but advife the utmofl care and aco- 
nomy in the ufe of what might then and in future be in the poffeffion 
of fettlers and other perfons. 

Mr. Bampton having given his fhip fuch repairs as he was able m 
this port, the Endeavour and Fancy failed for India on the i8th. He 
purpofed touching at New Zealand and at Norfolk Ifland. We found 
after their departure, that, notwithflanding fo many as fifty perfons 
whofe tranfportation had expired had been permitted to leave the 
colony in the Endeavour, nearly as many more had found means to 
fecrete themfelves on board her. As (he was to touch at Norfolk 
Hland, hopes were entertained of getting the runaways back again, as 

• Before Captain Paterfon gave up his command, all the prifoners in confinement 
were pardoned and liberated. Rajner, under fentence of death, was pardoned bp the 
governor fome time after. In confequence of this aA of grace, feveral runaways gave 
themfelves up. 
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the lofs even of one man’s labour was at this time an object of con- 
fequence. 

As many labouring people as could be got together were employed 
during the month in receiving fuch articles as had been brought in the 
king’s fliips for the colony. 

The weather during the month was very variable j and three wo- 
men and two men died. Of thefe one was much regretted, as his lofs 
would be feverely felt ; this was Mr. J. Irving, who, dying before the 
governor arrived, knew not that he had been appointed an afliftant to 
the furgeons with a falary of fifty pounds per annum. 

October.] The police and civil duties of the town and diflrid of 
Sydney were now regulated by civil magiflrates. At Parramatta, 
Lieutenant M'Arthur continued to carry on the duties to which he had 
been appointed by Lieutenant-governor Grofe, the public fcrvice at 
that place requiring the infpeiflion and fuperintendance of an officer. 

On Sunday the 4th of this month the Young William, the florcfliip 
whofe unavoidable delay in her failing we had regretted on the arrival 
of the governor without her, anchored fafe in the cove from England, 
after a fliort paflage of four months and nine days, with a cargo of 
provifions only. She failed from Splthead in company with the So- 
vereign, another Aorefliip, on the 25th of May, taking her route by 
the way of Rio de Janeiro, where flie anchored on the 12th of July, 
leaving it on the 21ft of the fame month ; and meeting with very bad 
weather nearly the whole of the voyage, Ihe (hipped great quantities 
of water ; and, being very deeply laden, the veflel was confiderably 
Arained. 

By letters received from this (hip we learned, that fomc promotions 
had taken place in the New South Wales corps. Captain Nicholas 
Nepean had obtained the commiflTion of fecond major; Lieutenam 
John M‘Arthur had fuccceded to his company ; Lieutenant John 
Townfon had got the company late belonging to (ilaptain Hill ; and 
Enfigns Clephan and Piper were made lieutenants, all without pur- 
chafe. Meflfrs. Kent and Bell, the naval agents, who left this country 
in the Briunnia in September 1794, arrived fafely in England in 
March laA. 
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In confequence of this arrival the governor had it in his power to 
iflue a better, though not fo ample a ration of provifions as he could 
have defired. The fupply had not been fufficient to allow him to 
order more than four pounds ten ounces and two thirds of an ounce 
of beef, or two pounds ten ounces and two thirds of an ounce of 
pork, and four pounds of flour, to the convids. The fame quantity 
of fait meat was ordered for the military ; but they received two 
pounds of flour more than the prifoners. The other parts of the 
weekly ration remained nearly the fame as before, except the article 
of fugar, the convidfs receiving fix ounces inftead of one pound and 
a half of that article. 

The report of the general mufter which was ordered in the laft 
month having been laid before the governor, he thought proper to 
make fome regulations in the afliftance aflTorded by government to fet- 
tlers and others holding grants of land. To the officers who occupied 
grounds was continued the number of men allowed them by Lieu- 
tenant-governor Grofe; viz. ten for agriculture, and three for domeftic 
purpofes. Notwithftanding this far exceeded the number which had 
at home been thought neceflTary, the governor did not conceive this to 
be the moment for reducing it, much as he wanted men. A wheat 
harveft was approaching ; ground was planting with Indian corn ; not 
a man was unemployed ; but he faw and explained that a redudion 
muft take place; that government could not be fuppofed much longer 
to feed, maintain, and clothe the hands that wrought the ground, and 
at the fame time pay for the produce of their labour, particularly 
when every public work was likely to (land ftill for want of labourers. 
He was fenfible that the affiflance which had been given had not been 
thrown away, and that the fmnll number allowed by government 
could never have produced fuch rapid approaches toward that inde- 
pendence which he thought, from what he had already feen of the 
cultivation of the country, was now much nearer than at his leaving 
h in 1791 he could have conceived to be poffible. To the fettlers * 
who arrived in the Surprife he allowed five male convids; to the 
fuperintendants, conftables, and (lore-keepers, four; to fettlers from 
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free people *, two ; to feelers from prifoners, one ; and to ferj cants of 
the New South Wales corps, one. 

As much inconvenience alfo was felt, and the end for which go- 
vernment gave up the fcrvices of thefe convifts to individuals liable 
to be defeated by their not refiding at their reff)e£tive farms, the 
i’cttlers were direfted as much as polTible to prevent their fervants 
from having any intercourfe, particularly during the night, with the 
towns in their neighbourhood ; as moft of the robberies which were 
\committcd were not unjuflly laid to their account. 

It appeared likewife by this mufter, that one hundred and feventy- 
nine people fubfifted thcinfelves independent of the public ftorcs, and 
refided in this town. To many of thefe, as well as to the fervants of 
fcttlers, were to be attributed the ofl’enccs that were daily heard of ; 
they were the greateft nuifances we had to complain of ; and there 
was not a doubt that they were concerned about this time in rolling 
two cafks of meat from a pile at the ftore in a very hard ftorm of 
wind and rain. Enough to fill a calk tvas found concealed in different 
holes the following morning. 

An indulgence had been allowed to fome of the military and others, 
which was now found to have produced an evil. Having been per- 
mitted to build theinfelves huts on each fide of and near the ftream of 
water which fupplied the town of Sydney, they had, for the conve- 
nience of procuring water, opened the paling, and made paths from 
each hut ; by which, in rainy weather, a great quantity of filth ran 
into the ftream, polluting the water of which every one drank. It 
therefore became an objc<fl of police j and the governor prohibited 
removing the paling, or keeping hogs in the neighbourhood of the 
ftream, under penalty to the ofiender that his houfe Qiould be pulled 
down. 

On the 13th, the Providence failed for Nootka Sound. She was 
followed by the Supjily, which failed on the 16th for Norfolk Ifland, 
having on board three officers of the New South Wales corps, and a 
detachment of the regiment to relieve thofe now on duty there. On 

* Sucli as the marine fcttlers, thofe at Liberty Plains, and others who never had been 
prifosecs. 
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the 29th the Young William, having been expedhioufly cleared of her 
cargo, failed for Canton. 

Clearing the ftore-lhip, which waa completed on the 19th, and 
flowing in the public ftorc the prorifions fhe brought out, waa the 
principal labour of the month. Every effort was made to colleft 
together a fufficient number of working people to get in the enfuing 
harveft ; and the mufter and regulation refpeding the ferrants for- 
tunately produced fome. The bricklayer and his gang were em- 
ployed in repairing the column at the South-head ; to do which, for 
want of bricks at the kiln, the little hut built formerly for Bennillong, 
being altogether forfaken by the natives, and tumbling down, the 
bricks of it were removed to the South-head. A perfon having un- 
dertaken to colle£t fhells and burn them into lime, a quantity of that 
article v/as fent down ; and the column, being iinifhed with a thick 
coat of plailcr, and wliltened, was not only better guarded againft the . 
weather, but became a more confpicuous objed; at fea than it ever had 
been before. 

November.] On the 5th of November, the Sovereign flore-fhip ar- 
rived from England ; her cargo a weleome one, being provifions. Like 
the Young William, fhe touched at Rio de Janeiro, and like her alfo 
had met with very bad weather after fhe had left that port until her 
arrival ; from making the fouth eape of this country to her anchoring 
fhe had a paffage of three weeks. In this fhip arrived Mr. Thomas 
Hibbins, the deputy judge-advocate, for Norfolk Ifland ; but unfortu- 
nately without the patent under the great feal for holding the court. 
One fettler alfo arrived, a Mr. Kennedy and his family (a filler and 
three nieces) ; and Mr. Jofeph Gerald, a prifoner, whofe prefent fitu- 
ation afforded another melancholy proof of how little profit and honor 
were the endowments of nature and education to him who perverted 
them. In this gentleman we faw, that not even elegant manners, 
(evidently caught from good company,) great abilities, and a happy 
mode of placing them in the bell jxiint of view, the g^fts of nature 
matured by education, could (becaufe he mifapplied them) favc 
him from landing an exile, to call him by no worfe a name, on a 
barjiarous Ihore, where the few who were civilized mull pity, while 
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they admired him. He arrived in a very weak and impaired ftate of 
, health. We learned that two other fliips with convidts, the Marquis 
Cornwallis and the Maria, might be expefted to arrive in the courfe 
of this fummer. 

On the yth, a criminal court was aflembled, when the following per- 
fons were tried ; viz. Samuel Chinnery (a black) fervant to Mr. Arn- 
dcll *, the afliftant furgeon, for robbing that gentleman ; but he was 

acquitted : Smith and Abraham Whitehoufe, for breaking into the 

dwell! ng-liQufe of Wiliam Potter, a Pettier at Profpeft Hill, and after 
cruelly treating the only perfon in the houfe, William Thorn, (a fer- 
vant,) dripping it of all the moveables they could find, and killing and 
taking away fome valuable flock ; thefe were found guilty, and' con- 
demned to die : and two fettlers, and fix convidfs, for an aflault on 
one Marianne Wilkinfon, (attended with like circumflances of infamy 
as that on Mary Hartley in April lafl,) of which three were found 

guilty, and fentenced, Merchant, alias Jones, the principal, to 

receive one thoufand laflies ; the others, Ladley and Everitt, eight 
hundred each. 

Thefe unmanly attacks of feveral men on a, Angle woman had fre- 
quently happened, and had happened to fome females Who, through 
ihame, concealed the circumflance. To fuch a height indeed was this 
diflblute and abandoned pradlice carried, that it had obtained a cant 
name ; and the poor unfortunate objedis of this brutality were diftin- 
guifhed by a title exprelfive of the infults they had received. 

On the i6th the two prifoners Smith and Whitehoufe were led out 
to execution. Smith fuffered, after warning the crowd which attended 
him to guard againft breaking the Sabbath. Whitehoufe, being evi- 
dently the tool of Smith, and a much younger man, was pardoned by 
the governor. His excellency, after the execution, expreffed in pub- 
lic orders, his “ hope that neither the example he had that day found 
“ himfelf compelled to make of one offender, nor the lenity which 
“ he had (hewn to another, would be without their effedl : it would 
“ always be more grateful to him to fpare than to punifh ; but he felt 

* This gentleman had, on the arrival of Mr. l.eeds, been permitted to retire from the 
tiril duties of the colony with a falary of fifty pounds per annum. 
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“ it neceflary on that occafion to declare, that if neither the juflicc 
“ which had been done, nor the mercy which had been fliewn, tended 
“ to decreafe the perpetration of offences, it was his determination in 
“ future to put in execution whatever fentcncc fliould be pronounced 
“ on offenders by the court of criminal judicature.” 

A fmall printing-prefs, which had been brought into the fettlement 
by Mr. Phillip, and had remained from that time unemployed, was 
now found very ufeful ; a very decent young man, one George 
Hughes, of fome abilities in the printing line, having been found 
equal to conducing the whole bufinefs of the prefs. All orders were 
now printed, and a number thrown off Aifficicnt to enfure a more 
general publication of them than had hitherto been accomplifhed. 

Some time after the arrival of the Sovereign the full allowance of 
fait meat was iffued, and the hours of public labour regulated, more 
to the advantage of government than had for a confiderable time, 
owing to the fhortnefs of the ration, been the cafe. Inflead of com- 
pleting in a few hours the whole labour which was required of a man 
for the day, the convidts w-ere now to work the whole day, with the 
intermiffion of two hours and a half of reft. Many advantages were 
gained by this regulation ; among which not the Icaft was, the dimi- 
nution of idle time which the prifoners before had, and which, empha- 
tically terming tbeir own time, they applied as they chofe, fome in- 
duftrioufly, but by far the greater part in improper purfuits, as gaming, 
drinking, and ftealing. 

The full ration of flour was iffued to the fnilitary, on account of the 
“ hard duty which had lately fallen upon the regiment but they 
were informed, that the quantity of flour in the public ftore would 
not admit of their receiving fuch allowance for any length of time. 
Four pounds were iffued to the prifoners, and fome other grain given 
to them to make up the difference. 

On the 2oth his Majefty’s fliip Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, 
having been abfent four weeks and four days. She had a long paffage 
back of feventcen days. When Mr. Kent left the ifland, the licute- 
nant-govenior was dangeroufly ill with the gout in his ftomach. We 
underftood that cultivation was nearly at a ftand there. The grounds 
were fo over-run with two great enemies to agriculture, rats, and a 
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pernicious weed called cow-itch *, that the fettlers defpaircd of ever 
being able to get rid of either. 

A circumftance happened this month not lefs extraordinary and 
unexpefled than the difcoveiy of the four convidls at Port Stephens. 

The contefls which had lately taken place very frequently in this 
town, and the neighbourhood of it, among the natives, had been 
attended by many of thofe people who inhabited the woods, and came 
from a great diftance inland. Some of the prifoners gathering from 
time to time rumours and imperfeft accounts of the exiftence of the 
cattle loft in 1788, two of them, who were employed by fome officers 
in fhooting, refolved on afeertaining the truth of thefe reports, and 
trying by different excurfions to difeover the place of their retreat. 

On their return from the firft outfet they made, which was fubfequent 
to the governor’s arrival, they reported, that they had fecn them. 

Being, however, at that moment too much engaged in perfecting the 
civil regulations he had in view for the fettlement, the governor could 
not himfelfgo to that part of the country where they were faid to have 
been found ; but he detached Henry Hacking, a man on whom he 
could depend. His report was fo latisfaCtory, that on the i8th the 
governor fet off from Parramatta, attended by a fmall party, when 
after travelling two days, in a direction S. S. W. from the fettlement 
at ProfpeCt Hill, he croffed the river named by Mr. Phillip the Nepean; 
and, to his great furprife and fatisfaClion, fell in with a very fine herd 
of cattle, upwards of forty in number, grazing in a pleafant and ap- 
parently fertile pafturage. The day being far advanced when he law 
them, he refted for the night in their neighbourhood, hoping in the 
morning to be gratified with a fight of the whole herd. A doubt had 
been ftarted of their being cattle produced from what we had brought 
into the country from the Cape ; and it was fuggefted that they might 
be of longer ftanding. The governor thought this a circumftance 
worth determining, and directed the attendants who were with him 
(Hacking and the two men who had , firft found them) to endeavour 
in the morning to get near enough to kill a calf. This they were not 
able to for, while lying in wait for the whole herd to pals 

■ The Frariens, a fpedes of the DoUebos. 
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(which now confifted of upwards of fixty young and old,) they were 
furionfly fet upon by a bull, which brought up the rear, and which 
in their own defence they were compelled to kill. This however an- 
fwered the purpofe better perhaps than a calf might have done ; for he 
had all the marks of the Cape cattle wlien full grown, fuch as wide- 
fprcading horns, a moderate rifing or hump between his Ihoulders, and 
a Ihort thin tail. Being at this time feven or eight-and-thirty miles 
from Parramatta, a very fmall quantity of the meat only could be fent 
in ; the remainder was left to the crows and dogs of the woods, much 
to the regret of the governor and his party *, who confidered that the 
prifoners, particularly the fick at the hofpital, had not lately received 
any meat either fait or frelh. 

The country where they were found grazing was remarkably plea- 
fant to the eye ; every where the foot trod on thick and luxuriant grafs ; 
the trees were thinly fcattered, and free from underwood, except in 
particular fpots ; feveral beautiful flats prefented large ponds, covered 
with ducks and the black fwan, the margins of which were fringed 
with ihrubs of the moft delightful tints, and the ground rofe from 
thefe levels into hills of eafy afcent. 

The queftion how thefe cattle came hither appeared eafy of folution. 
The few that were loft in 1788, two bulls and five cows, travelled 
without interruption in a weftem direiftion imtil they came to the 
baitks of the Nepean. Arrived there, and finding the crofling as eafy 
as when the governor forded it, they came at once into a well-watered 
, country, and amply ftored with grafs. From this place why fliould 
they move ? They found themfelves in pofleflion of a country equal 
to their fupport, and in which they remained undifturbed. We had 
not yet travelled quite fo far weftward ; and but few natives were to be 
found thereabouts j they were likely therefore to remain for years un- 
molefted, and fccurely to props^ate their fpecies. 

It was a pleafing circumftance to have in the woods of New Holland 
a thriving herd of wild cattle. Many propofals were made to bring 
them into the fettlement ; but in the day of want, if thefe Ihould be 
iacrificed, in what better condition would the colony be for having 

* Captain ’Watahonfe and Mr. Baft (fuigeon} of the Reliance, and the writer of 
. thii Narratire. 
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poneflcd a herd of cattle in the woods ? — a herd which, if fuffcred to 
remain undifturbed for forae years, would, like the cattle of Soath 
America, always prove a market fufficient for the inhabitants of the 
country ; and, perhaps, not only for their own confiimption, but for 
exportation. The governor faw it in this light, and determined to 
guard, as much as was in his power, againft any attempts to deftroy 
them. 

On his return he found fome very fine ground at the back of 
I’rofpc£I Hill. The weather during this excurfion was fo intenfely 
hot, that one day as the party palled through a part of the country 
which was on fire, a terrier dog died by the way. 

Difcharging the ftorg-fliip, fome part of the cargo of which appeared 
to be injured by the weather fhc had met with, formed the principal 
labour of the month. On account of the fmall number of working 
men which could be got together, the governor required two able men 
to be fent in for this purpofe from each farm having ten, to be returned 
as foon as the provifions svere flowed in the public flore. 

It having been the pradice for fome time pafl to flioot fuch hegS 
(purfuant to an order which their deflrudlive qualities had rendered 
neceflary in the lieutenant-governor’s time) as were found trefpalling 
in gardens or cultivated grounds, and the lofs of the animals being 
greatly felt by the osvners, as well as detrimental to the increafe of 
that kind of flock, the governor diredled, that inflead of firing at them 
when found trcfpafflng, they fhould be taken to the provoft-marlhal, 
by whom (if the damage done, which was to be afeertained before a 
m.igiftratc, was not paid lor within twenty-four hours) they were to 
be delivered to the commiflary as public property, and the damages 
paid as far as the value of the animal would admit. 

A combination appearing among the labouring people to ralfe the 
price of reaping for a day, the governor, being as defirous to encou- 
rage induftry as to check every attempt at impofition, thought it iic* 
cefiary, on comp.iring our’s with the price uflially paid in England, 
to direct that ten Ihillings, and no more, fhould be demanded of, ot 
given by any fettlcr, under pain of lofing the alfiftance of govern- 
ment, for reaping an acre of wheat. It w;is much feared that this 
order would be but little attended to ; and that fome means would be 
devifed on both fides to evade the letter of it. 
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We heard nothing of the natives at the river; all tvas quiet there. 
About this fcttlcmcnt their attention had been for fome time engrofled 
by Bcn-nil-long, who arrived with the governor. On his firll ap- 
pearance, he conduded himfelf with a polKhcd familiarity toward his 
fifters and other relations ; but to his acquaintance he was diflant, and 
quite the man of confequence. He declared, in a tone and with an 
air that feemed to exped compliance, that lie ihould no longer fufler 
them to fight and cut each other’s throats, as they had done ; that he 
fliould introduce peace among them, and make them love each other. 
He exprefled his wifh that when they vifited him at Govemment- 
houfe they would contrive to be fomewhat more cleanly in their 
perfons, and lefs coarfe in their manners; and he feemed abfolutely 
offended at fomc little indelicacies which he obferved in his fifter 
Car-rang-ar-rang, who came in fuch hade from Botany Bay, with a 
little nephew on her back, to vifit him, that (he left all her habiliments 
behind her. 


Ben-nil- 
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Ben-nil-long had ccitainly not been an inattentive obferver of the 
manners of the people among whom he had lived ; he conduced 
himfelf with the greateft propriety at table, particularly in the ob- 
fcrvance of thofe attentions which are chiefly requifite in the prefence 
of women. His drefs appeared to be an objedt of no fraall concern 
with him ; and every one who knew him before he left the country, 
and who faw him now, pronounced without hefitation that Ben-nil- 
long had not any dcfire to renounce the habits and comforts of the 
civilized life which he appeared fo readily and fo fuccefsfully to 
adopt. 

His inquiries were diredled, immediately on his arrival, after his 
wife Go-roo-bar-roo-bool-lo ; and her he found with Caruey. On 
producing a very fafhionable role-coloured petticoat and jacket made 
of a coarfe fluff, accompanied with a gypfy bonnet of the fame co- 
lour, {he deferted her lover, and followed her former hufband. In a 
few days however, to the fiirprife of every one, we faw the lady walk- 
ing unincumbered with clothing of any kind, and Ben-nil-long was 
miffing. Caruey was fought for, and we heard that he had been 
feverely beaten by Ben-nil-long at Rofe Bay, who retained fo much of 
our cuftoms, that he made ufc of his fills inftcad of the weapons of 
his country, to the great annoyance of Caruey, who would have pre- 
ferred meeting his rival fairly in the field armed with the fpear and 
the club. Caruey being much the younger man, the lady, every inch 
a woman, followed her inclination, and Ben-nil-long was compelled to 
yield her without any further oppofition. He feemed to have been 
fatlsficd with the beating be had given Caruey, and hinted, that reft- 
ing for the prefent without a wife, he fliould look about him, and at 
fome future period make a better choice. 

His abfences from the governor’s lioufe now became frequent, and 
little attended to. When he went out he ufually left his clothes be- 
hind, refuming them carefully on his return before he made his rilit 
to the governor. 

During this month one man and a woman, attempting to crols 
'j.ne of Uie creeks at the Hawkclbury by a tree which had been thrown 
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over, fell in, and were drowned ; and One man had died there of the 
bite of a fnake. Three male convids * died at Sydney. 

December.] The court of civil judicature had hitherto been but 
rarely aflembled. The few debts which had been contraded were not 
of fufEcient moment, and had feldom remained long enough in doubt, 
to require an adion to recover them. But now the pollibility having 
been difeovered of acquiring in this country a property worth pre- 
ferving, it was probable, when the talents and dirpofitiou of the men 
of landed property (the I’ettlers) in New South Wales were confidercd, 
that many difputes would occur among them which tlie civil court 
alone could decide. 

A court of civil judicature was aflembled this month. Some debts 
were fworn to, and writs granted. An adion for an alfault was alfo 
tried. About the latter end of the month of Odober, a large fow, 
the property of Mr. J. Boflon, having trefpaflcd with two or three 
other hogs on a clofe belonging to an officer of the New South Wales 
corps, was fliot by a foldier of the regiment (the officer’s fervant). 
The owner, Mr. Bofton, repairing immediately to the fpot, on feeing 
the fow, then near farrowing, lying dead on the gronnd, made ufe of 
fome intemperate expreffions ; which being uttered in the hearing of 
tw'o of the officers and fome other foldiers of the corps, the officers 
w'ere faid by Mr. Bofion to have encouraged and urged the foldiers to 
beat him. Mr. Boflon had been flruck, and, as it appeared on the 
trial, with a mufket, which at the time was loaded. Mr. Boflon laid 
his damage at five hundred pounds. The court however, after feveral 
days very attentive examination of the bufinefs, gave li’un a verdid 
againfl two of the defendants, with twenty fliiilings damages from 
each. One of thefe defendants, a foldier, was advifed to appeal from 
the decifion of the court to the governor, who, after hearing the ap- 
peal, confirmed the verdid of the civil court. 

On the 6 th the Francis fchooner failed for Norfolk Ifland. The go- 
vernor, being anxious to learn the fituation of the lieutenant-governor, 
feat her merely with a letter, that if unhappily any accident ffiould 


• One of them, 'William Locker, fro.m the extraordinary deformity of hit left leg, 
had been ofl'eteJ tool, for it in England. 
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have happened to him, a proper perfon might be fent in the Reliance I 

to command the fettlement, until a fuccelTor could arrive from England. 

Having nothing to deliver or receive that could detain hmi, the mailer 
determined to try in wh.at time his vclTel could run thither and back 
again. 

The harveft was begun in this month. The Cape wheat (a bearded 
grain differing much from the Englilh) was found univerfally to have 
failed. An officer who had fown feven acres with this feed at a farm 
in the dillridl of Petcrfliam Hill, on cutting it down, found it was not 
worth the reaping. This wai.owing to a blight ; but every where the 
Cape wheat was pronounced not worth the labour of fowing. 

A quantity of ufeful timber having been for fome time pad indif- 
criminately cut down upon the banks of the River Hawkefbury, and 
the creeks running from it, which had been wafted or applied to pur- 
pofes for which timber of lefs value might have anfwered, the go- 
vernor, among other colonial regulations, thought it neceffary to direff, 
that no timber whatever fhould be cut down on any ground which 
was not marked out on either the banks or creeks of that river: and, 
in order to preferve as much as poflible fuch timber as might be of ufc 
cither for building or for naval purpofes, he ordered the king’s mark 
to be immediately put on all fuch timber, after which any perfons 
offending againft the order were to be profecuted. This order ex- 
tended only to grounds not granted to Individuals, there being a claufe 
in all grants from the crown, exprefsly referving, under pain of for- 
feiture, for the ufe thereof, “ fuch timber as might be growing or to 
“ grow hereafter upon the land fo granted, which Ihould be deemed 
“ fit for naval purpofes.” 

It was feared, that the certainty of the exiftence of our cattle to the 
fouthward being incontrovertibly eftablilhed, fome of our vagabonds 
might be tempted to find them out, and fatisfy their hunger on them 
from time to time, as they might find opportunity. We were there- 
fore not furprifed to hear that two of them had been killed. A very 
ftriiH: inquiry into the report, however, convinced us that it had been 
raifed only for the purpofe of trying how fuch a circumftance would 
be regarded. The governor thought it neceffary therefore to ftate in 
public orders, that “ Having heard it reported, that fome perfon or 
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“ perfons, who had been permitted to carry arms for the protedion 
“ of themfclves and property, had lately employed that indulgence in 
“ an attempt to deftroy the cattle belonging to government, which 
“ were at large in the woods ; and as the prefervation of that flock 
“ was of the utmoft importance to the colony at large, he declared, 
“ that if it fhould be difeovered that any perfon whatever fiiould ufc 
“ any meafure to deftroy or otherwife annoy them, they would be 
“ profecuted with the utmoft fevcrity of the law.” A reward was alfo 
held out to any perfon giving information, and the order was made 
as public as poflible that no one might plead ignorance of it. 

The harveft having commenced, the governor on the 22d fignified 
to the fettlers, that “ although it had hitherto been the intention and 
“ the pradlice of government to give them every poftible encourage- 
“ ment, as well as others who had employed themfelvcs in growing 
“ corn, by taking off their hands all their furplus grain at fucli prices 
“ as had from time to time been thought fair and rcafonable, it was 
“ not, however, to be expe£lcd, as the colony advanced in the means 
“ of fupplying itfelf with bread, that fuch heavy cxpcnces could be 
“ continued. He therefore recommended to them to confider what 
“ reduction in the price of wheat and Indian com they could at pre- 
“ fent fubmit to, as their ofiers in that refpcdl ]would determine him 
“ how far it might be ncceflary in future to cultivate on the part of 

government, inftead of taking or purchaGng a quantity from indi- 
“ viduals at fo great a price.” 

This propofal, he thought, could not be confidered otheiwife than 
as fair and reafonable, when they recolledied that the means by which 
individuals had fo far improved their farms had arifen from the very 
liberal manner in which government had given up the labour of fo 
great a number of its own fervants, to aflift the induftry of others. If 
this reprefentation Ihould not have the efte£l which he hoped and ex- 
pe&ed, by a redu<ftion of the prefent high price of grain, he thought 
it his duty to propofe, that thofe who were alEfted with fervants from 
government, ftrould at leaft undertake to furnilh thofe fervants with 
bread. 

To thofe who had farms on tht banks of the Hawkelbury he thought 
U neceftary to obferve, that, there not being any granaries in that dif- 
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tri£l belonging to government, the expence of conveying their grain 
from thence to this part of the fettlement rendered it abfolutely ne- 
cefTary that they fhould lower their prices ; otherwife they muft Ik at 
that expence theinfclvcs, and bring their furplus corn to market either 
at Sydney or Parramatta, where government had (lores wherein to de- 
pofit it, and where only the comniifl'ary could he permitted to receive it. 

A report from the river was current about this time, that the na- 
tives had affembled in a large body, and attacked a few fcttlers who 
had chofen farms low down the river, and without the reach of pro- 
tcdlion from the other fcttlers, Aripping them of every article they 
could find in their huts. An armed party was dircdlly fent out, who, 
coining up with them, killed four men and one woman, badly 
wounded a child, and took four men prifoners. It might have been 
fiippofed that thefc punifhments, following the enormities fo imme- 
diately, would have taught the natives to keep at a greater diAance; 
but nothing feemed to deter them from profecuting the revenge they 
had vowed againA the fcttlers for the injuries they had received at 
their hands. 

A favage of a darker hue, and full as far removed from civilifation, 
black Cxfar, once more Acd from honeA labour to the woods, there to 
fubfiA by robbing the fcttlers. It was however reported, that he had 
done one meritorious adllon, killing Pe-mul-wy, who had juA before 
wounded Collins (the native) fo dangeroufly, that his recovery was 
a matter of very great doubt with the furgeons at our hofpital, whole 
affiAance Collins had requeAcd as foon as he was brought into town 
by his friends. A barbed fpear had been driven into his loins clofe by 
the vertebra; of the back, and was fo completely fixed, that all the 
efforts of the furgeons to remove it with their iuAruments were in- 
effedual. Finding, after a day or two, that it could not be difplaced 
by art, Collins left the hofpital determined to truA to nature*. He 
was much eAeemed by every white man who knew him, as well on 

• And 1)c did not trull m vain. We faw him from time to time for feverjl wtrks 
walking about with the fpear unmoved, even after fuppuratiun had taken place) but Jt 
lad heard that his wife", or one of his male friends, had fixed their teeth in the wood 
and drawn it out: after which he recovered, and was able again to go into the field. 
Ilis wife War-rc-weer fliewed by an oncommon attention her great attachment to him. 
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account of his perfonal bravery, of which we had witncfled many dif- 
tinguifhing proofs, as on account of a gcntlcncfs of manners which 
ftrongly marked his difpofition, and fhadcd off the harlher lines that 
his uncivilifed life now and then forced into the fore-ground. 

On the 2”th the Sovereign failed for Bengal j and on the lad day 
of the year the fignal for a fail was made at the South-head, too late 
in the day for it to be known what or whence the veffel was. 

The harvert formed the principal labour this month both public and 
private. At Sydney, another attempt being made to deal a cafle of 
pork from the pile of provifions which dood before the dore-houfc, 

' the whole was removed into one of the old marine barracks. The 
full ration of fait provifions being iffued to every one, it was difficult 
to conceive what could be the inducement to thefc frequent and wan- 
ton attacks on the provifions, whenever neceffity compelled the com- 
iniffary to trud a quantity without the dore. Perhaps, however, it 
was to gratify that drong propendty to thieving, which could ndt 
fiiflcr an opportunity of exercifing their talents to pafs, or to furnifh 
them with means of indulging in the baneful vice of gaming. 

At the Hawkefbury, in the beginning of the month, an extraor- 
dinary meteorological phesnomenon occurred. Four farms on the 
creek named Rufe’s Creek were totally cut up by a fall, not of hail or 
of fnow, but of large dakes of ice. It was dated by the officer wlio 
had the command of the military there. Lieutenant Abbott, that the 
fliower paffed in a direfUon N. W. taking fuch farms as fell within its 
courfe. The effedt was extraordinary ; the wheat then danding was 
beaten down, the ears cut off, and the grain perfcdlly thrcflicd out. 
Of the Indian corn the large thick dalks were broken, and the cobs 
found lying at the roots. A man who was too far didant from a 
houfe to enter it in time was glad to take dicltcr in the hollow of a 
tree. Tlie fides ef the trees which were oppofed to its fury appeared 
as if large fhot had been difeharged againd them, and the ground was 
covered with fmall twigs from the branches. On that part of the 
race-ground which it eroded, the drongcr fhrubs were all found cut to 
pieces, while the weaker, by yielding to the dorm, were only beaten 
down. The two fucceeding days were remarkably mild ; notwith- 
danding which the ice remained on the ground nearly as large as 
•when it fell. Some flakes of it were brought to Lieutenant Abbott 
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on the fecond day, which meafured from fix to eight inches long, and 
at tliat time were two fingers at the leaft in thicknefs. 

On this oflRcer’s reprefenting to the governor the diftrefs which the 
fettlcrs had fuffered whofe farms had lain in the courfe of the fliower, 
fuch relief was given them as their fituations required. Nothing of 
this kind had been felt either at Parramatta or at Sydney. 

There died this month Mr. Barrow, a midihipman belonging to his 
Majefty’s Ihip Supply. His death, which was rather fudden, was 
occafioned by an obftrudlion in the bowels, brought on by bathing 
when very much heated and full. He had attended divine fervice on 
the Sunday preceding his death, and heard Mr. Johnfon preach on the 
uncertainty of human life, little thinking how foon he was himfelf to 
prove the verity of the principal point of his difeourfe — “ that dath 
“ ftole upon us like a thief in the night.” 

Two male convidts died at Sydney. One of them, John Durham, 
had been for upwards of two years a venereal patient in the hofpital ; 
and died at laft a wretched but exemplary fpedfacle to all who beheld 
him, or who knew his fufferings. There died, during the year 1795, 
one allifiant to the furgeons ; one ferjeant of the New South Wales 
corps; two fettlers ; thirteen male convidls; feven female convidsand 
one child; and one male convid was e.xecuted. Making a total of 
twenty-fix pesfons who loft their lives during the year. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THE ARTHUR ARRIVES FROM INDIA— FRANCIS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND.— 
A PLAY-HOUSE OPENED. — HER MAJESTY’S BIRTH-DAY KEPT. — STILLS DE- 
STROYED. — CERES STORE-SHIP ARRIVES — AND EXPERIMENT FROM INDIA 

SHIP OTTER FROM AMERICA. — NATIVES.— HARVEST GOT IN. DEATHS. 

— A HUT DEMOLISHED BY THE MILITARY. — A TRANSPORT ARRIVES WITH 
PRISONERS FROM IRELAND. — A CRIMINAL COURT HELD. — CiGSAR SHOT. 
— GENERAL COURT MARTIAL. — OTTER TAKES AWAY MR. MUIR.— 
ABIGAIL FROM AMERICA ARRIVES. — A FORGERY COMMITTED. — WORKS.— 
THE RELIANCE. — PARTICULARS RESPECTING MR. BAMPTON, AND OP THE 
PATE OP CAPTAIN HILL AND MR. CARTER.— A SCHOONER ARRIVES FROM 
DUSKEY-BAY.— CROPS BAD.--' ROBBERIES COMMITTED.— SUPPLY FOR NOR- 
FOLK ISLAND. — NATIVES. — BENNILLONG. — CORNWALLIS SAILS.— GERALD 
AND 5K.RV1NG DIE. 

January 1796.] On the firft of this month, the Arthur brig anchored 
in the cove from Calcutta. Mr. Barber, who was here in 1 794 in the 
fame veflTel, had been induced by the fuccefs he then met with to pay 
us a fecond vifit, with a cargo fimilar as to the nature of the articles, 
but of much larger value than that which he then fold. He had been 
thineen weeks on his palTagc, and had heard nothing of the Bri- 
tannia. 

It appeared from the information he brought us, that the Cape of 
Good Hope might at that time be in the polTenion of the Englilh. 
Trincomale had furrendered to our arms ; but of Batavia he could 
only fay, that a ftrong party in the French intereft exlfted there. 

The Surprife, Captain Campbell, had arrived at Bengal after a long 
palfage of eight months from this port. 

In the evening of the following day the colonial vaffel returned 
from Norfolk Illand, having been ahfent juft four weeks. Lieutenant- 
governor King continued extremely ill. 

In confequence of the order iftued laft month refpe£ling a reduction 
in the price of wheat, the fettlers, having confultcd among tbemfelvea, 
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deputed a certain number from the different diftrids to ftate to the 
governor the hardfhlps they ihould be fubjeCted to by a reduction in 
the price of grain, at lead for that feafon. He therefore confented to 
purchafe their prefent crops of wheat at ten {hillings per buihel ; but 
at the fame time affured them, that a reduftion would be made in the 
enfulng feafon, unlcfs fomc imforefcen and unavoidable clrcumftasces 
fhould occur to render it unneceifary. 

The officers who held ground offered to give up two of the number 
of men the governor had allowed them, and to take two others off 
the provilion-{lore, which propoful was directed to be carried into 
execution. 

Some of the more decent clafs of prifoners, male and female, having 
fomc time fince obtained permilfion to prepare a play-houfe* at Syd- 
ney, it was opened on Saturday the i6th, under the management of 
John Sparrow, with the play of The Revenge and the entertainment 
of The Hotel. They- had fitted up the houfe with more theatrical 
propriety than could h.ave been expefted, and their performance was 
far above contempt. Their motto was modeft and well chofen — 

“ We cannot command fuccefs, but will endeavour to deferve it.” 

Of their dreffes the greater part was made by themfelves ; but wc 
underftood that fome veteran articles from the York theatre were 
among the bell that made their appearance. 

At the licenfing of this exhibition they were informed, that the 
flighteft impropriety would be noticed, and a repetition I’uniflied by 
the banUhment of their company to the other fettlements; there was, , 

however, more danger of improprieties being committed by fome of 
the audience than by the players themfelves. A feat in their gallery, 
which was by far the largeft place in the houfe, as likely to be the 
mod reforted to, was to be procured for one (lulling. In the payment 
of this price for admilTion, one evil was obfervable, which in fad 
could not well be prevented ; in lieu of a (liiUing, as much flour, or 

• The building cod upwards of one hundred pounds The narncs of the principal 1 

performers were, H. Green, Sparrow, (the minagcr,) William Fowkes, G. H. Hupks, 

William Chapman, and Mrs. Davis. Of the men, Green bed deferred to becalleilin , 
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as much meat or fpirits, as the manager would take for that fum, was 
often paid at the gallery door. It was feared that this, like gambling, 
would furnifli another inducement to rob ; and fome of the worft of 
the convidls, ever on the watch for opportunities, looked on the play- 
houfe as a certain harveft for them, not by picking the pockets of the 
audience of their purfes or their watches, but by breaking into their 
houfes while the whole family might be enjoying theinfelves in the 
gallery. This actually happened on the fecond night of their playing. 

The 1 8th was obferved as the day on which her Majefty’s birth 
is celebrated in England *. The troops fired three vollies at noon, and 
at one o’clock the king’s Ihips fired twenty-one guns each, in honour 
of the day. 

Among other obJeSs of civil regulation which required the go- 
vernor’s attention was one to remedy an evil of great magnitude. 
Some individuals formed the llrange defign of making application to 
the governor for his licence to credl Hills in different parts of the fet- 
tlement. On inquiry it appeared, that for a confiderable time paft 
they had been in the praftice of making and vending a fpirit, the 
quality of which was of fo deftrudive a nature, that the health of the 
fettlement in general was much endangered. 

A pradice fo iniquitous and ruinous, being not only a dired diC- 
obedience of his Majefty’s commands, but dcllrudive of the welfare 
of the colony in general, the governor in the moft pofitive manner 
forbade all perfons on any pretence whatfoever to diftil fpirituous 
liquors of any kind or quality, on pain of fuch fteps being taken for 
their puniftiment as would effedually prevent a repetition of fo dan- 
gerous an offence. The conftables of the different diftrids, as well as 
all other perfons whofc duty it was to preferve order, were ftridly 
enjoined to be extremely vigilant in difeovering and giving informa- 
tion where and in whofe poffeflion any article or machine for the pur- 
pofe of diftilling fpirits might then be, or fliould hereafter be eroded 
in oppofition to this notification of the governor’s refolution. Inform- 

• The anniverfary of her Majefty’s birth might with greater propriety be kept in the 
colonies, particularly in New South Wales, on the 19th of May, the day on which it 
liappened, than at any ocher time } the fame reafons fur obferving it at a time diftant 
from the king’s not exifting therc< This is attended to in India. 
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ation on this fubjeft was to be given to the neareft maglftrate, who 
was to fend the carlieft notice in his power to the judge-advocate at 
Sydney. 

In purfuance of thefe directions fevcral {tills were found and dc- 
ftroyed, to the great regret of the owners, who from a bufliel of 
wheat (worth at the public flore ten /hillings) dillilled a gallon of a 
new and poifonous Ipirit, which they retailed direClIy from the ftil! at 
five {hillings per quart bottle, and fometimes more. This was not 
merely paid away for labour, as was pretended, but fold for the pur- 
pofes of intoxication to whoever would bring ready money. 

Little or no attention having been paid to the order iffued in Oc- 
tober laft refpeCllng removing the paling about the ftream, the go- 
vernor found it neceflary to repeat it, and to declare in public orders, 
“ to every defeription of perfons, that when an order was given by 
“ him, it was given to be obeyed.” This bad become abfolutely 
necelTary, as there were fome who, in open defiance of his direflions, 
not only ftill opened the paling, but took with dirty veflels the water 
which they wanted above the tanks, thereby difturbing and polluting 
the whole ftream below. 

Several attempts had been made by the commiflary to afeertain the 
number of arms in the pofleflion of individuals ; it being fe.ired, that, 
inftead of their being properly diftributed among the fettlers for their 
proteClion, many were to be found in the hands of perfons who ufed 
them in {hooting, or in comftiitting depredations. It was once more 
attempted to difeover their number, by directing all perfons (the mili- 
tary excepted) who were in pofTeffion of arms to bring them to the 
commilTary’s office, where, after regiftering them, they were to re- 
ceive certificates figned by him, of their being permitted to carry fuch 
arms. 

Some few fettlers, who valued their arms as neceffary to their 
defence againft the natives and againft thieves, haftened to the office 
for their certificate ; but of between two and three hundred Hands 
of arms wdiich belonged to the crown not fifty were accounted for. 

The many robberies which were almoft daily and nightly com- 
mitted rendered it expedient that fome fteps fhould be taken to put a 
Hop to an evil fo deftruClive of the happinefs and comfort of the in- 
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duftrious inhabitants. Caefar was ftill in the woods, with feveral other 
vagabonds, all of whom were reported, by people who faw them 
from time to time, to be armed ; and as he had fent us word, that he 
neither would come in, nor fuffer himfelf to be taken alive, it became 
neced'ary to fecure him. Notice w.as therefore given, that whoever 
(hould fccure and bring him in with his arms ihould receive as a re- 
ward five gallons of fpirits. I'he fettlers, and thofe people who were 
occafionally fupplied with ammunition by the officers, were informed, 
that if they fliould be hereafter difeovered to have fo abufed the con- 
fidence placed in them, as to fupply thofe common plunderers with 
any part of this ammunition, they would be deemed accomplices in 
the robberies committed by them, and fteps would be taken to bring 
them to punilhment as accelfaries. 

To relieve the mind from the contemplation of clrcumftances fo 
irkfome to humanity, on the 23d the Ceres ftore-fhip arrived from 
England. It was impoffible that a (hip could ever reach this difiant 
pan of his Majefty’s dominions, from England, or from any other 
part of the world, without bringing a change to our ideas, and a 
variety to our amufements. The introduiUon of a ftranger among us 
had ever been an objeft of feme moment ; for every civility was con- 
fidered to be due to him who had left the civilized world to vifit us. 
The perfonal intereft he might have in the vifit we for a while forgot; 
and from our folicitude to hear news he was invited to our houfes and 
treated at our tables. If he afterwards found himfelf neglected, it 
was not to be wondered at ; his intelligence was exhaulled, and he 
had funk into the mere tradefman. 

This fhip, whofe mailer’s name was Hedley, had on board llores 
and provifions for the fcttlement. She failed from England on the 
jth of Auguft laft ; took the route of moll other Ihips which had 
preceded her, anchoring at Rio de Janeiro on the i8th of 0£lober, 
whence Ihe failed on the 2zd of the fame month, and made Van 
Dieman’s Land on the 9th inllant, her palTagc occupying fomething 
more than five months. 

We found that a Ihip (the Marquis Cornwallis) had failed for Cork 
to take in her convidls three weeks before the Ceres left England ; and 
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that it was reported at Rio de Janeiro, that the Cape of Good Hope 
was in our poiTcfllon. 

The Ceres, touching at the ifland of Amfterdam in her way hither, 
took off four men, two French and two Englifh, who had lived there 
three years, having been left from a brig, (tbc Emilia,) which was 
taken on to China by the Lion man of war. One of the Frenchmen, 
M. Perron, apparently deferved a better kind of fociety than his com- 
panions fupplied. He had kept an accurate and neatly-written journal 
of his proceedings, with fome well-drawn views of the fpot to which 
he was fo long confined. It appeared that they had, in the hope of 
their own or fome other veffel arriving to take them off, colledled and 
cured feveral thoufands of feal-lkins, which, however, they were com- 
pelled to abandon. M. PeiTon had fublifted for the laft eighteen 
months on the fiefh of feals. 

On the day following this arrival the fignal was again made ; and 
before noon the fnow Experiment, commanded by Mr. Edward 
M'Clcllan, who was here in the fame veffel in the year before laft, 
from Bengal, and the fltip Otter, Mr. Ebenezer Dorr mafter, from 
Bofton in North America, anchored in the cove. 

Mr. M'Clellan had on board a large inveftment of India goods, 
muflins, calicoes, chintzes, foap, fugar, fpirits, and a variety of finall 
articles, apparently the fweepings of a Bengal bazar; the fale of 
which inveftment he expected would produce ten or twelve thoufand 
pounds. 

The American, either finding the market overftocked, or having 
had fome other motive for touching here, declared he had nothing for 
fale; but that he could, as a favour, fparc two hogflieads of Jamaica 
rum, three pipes of Madeira, fixty-eight quarter calks of Lilbon wine, 
four chefts and a half of Bohea tea, and two hoglheads of melaffes. 
He had touched at the late refidence of M. Perron, the ifland of Am- 
fterdam, and brought off as many of the fcal-lkins (his veffel being 
bound to China after vifiting the north-weft coaft of America) as he 
could take on board. He had been five months and three days from 
Bofton, touching no where but at the above-mentioned ifland. 

We had the fatisfailion of hearing, through Mr. M‘Clellan, from 
the mafter of the Britannia. He had, according to his inftruilions, 
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proceeded to Batavia, where judging from his own obfervation, and 
by what he heard, that it was unfafe to make any ftay, he after four 
or five days left the port, and by that means fortunately efcaped being 
detained, which, from information that he afterwards received at 
Bengal, he found would have happened to him. He was to leave 
Calcutta about the end of December. 

The report of the Cape of Good Hope being in our poflcffion had 
reached that place before the Experiment failed. On this fubje£t we 
were rather anxious, as the armed Ihips which had lately arrived, the 
Reliance and Supply, were intended to proceed to that port as foon as 
the fealbn would admit, for cattle for the colony. 

Ben-nil-long’s influence over his countrymen not extending to the 
natives at the river, we this montli again heard of their violence. 
They attacked a man who had been allowed to ply with a paflage- 
boat between the port of Sydney and the river, and w’ounded him, (it 
was feared mortally,) as he was going with his companion to the fet- 
tlement ; and they were beginning again to annoy the fettlers there. 

Notwiihftanding the reward that had been offered for apprehend- 
ing black Czfar, he remained at large, and fcarcely a morning arrived 
without a complaint being made to the magiflrates of a lofs of pro- 
perty fuppofed to have been occafioned by this man. In fadi, every 
theft that was committed was aferibed to' him ; a calk of pork was 
Bolen from the mill-houfe, the upper part of which was acccBible, 
and, the centinels who had the charge of that building being tried and 
acquitted, the theft was fixed upon Caefar, or fome of the vagabonds 
"who were "m the woods, the number of whom at this time amounted 
to fi.x or eight. 

The harveB was all well got in during this month. At Sydney, 
the labouring hands were employed in unloading the Bore-lhip ; for 
which purpofe three men from each farm having ten were ordered in 
to public work. 

On the 2 1 B of this month his MajcBy’s fhip the Reliance failed for 
Norfolk Ifland. In her went Mr. Hibbins, the judge-advocate of 
that fettlcment who arrived from England in the Sovereign ; and a 
captain of the New South Wales corps, to take the command of the 
troops there. 
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On the 7th the furgeon’s mate of the Supply died of a dyfenteric 
complaint. He had attended Mr. Barrow to his grave, who died in 
December laft. On the evening of the 23d a foldier of the name of 
Eades, having gone over to the north (horc to collcdt thatch to cover 
a hut which he had built for the comfort of his family, fell from a 
rock and was drowned. He left a widow and five ftnall children, 
moftly females, to lament his lofs. He was a quiet man and a good 
foldier. 

^.^February.] The players, with a politic generofity, on the 4th of 
this month performed the play of The Fair Penitent with a farce, for 
the benefit of the widow Eades and her family. The houfe was full, 
and it was faid that fhe got upwards of twelve pounds by the night. 

A circumftance of a difagreeable nature occurred in the beginning 
of this month. John Baughan*, the mafter carpenter at this place, 
being at work in the Ihed allotted for the carpenters in one of the 
mill-houfes, overheard himfelf grofsly abufed by the centinel who 
was planted there, and who for that purpofe had quitted his poll, and 
placed himfelf within hearing of Baughan. This centinel had for- 
merly been a convidf, and, while working as fuch under Baughan in 
the line of his bufinefs, thought himfelf in fome circumftance or 
other ill-treated by him, for which he “ owed him a grudge,” and 
took this way to fatisfy his refentment. Baughan, a man of a fallen 
and vindidlivc difpofition, perceiving that the centinel was without 
his arms, took them, unobferved by him, from the poll where he had 
left them, and delivered them to the ferjeant of the guard. 

The centinel being confined, the company to which he belonged, 
indignant at the injury done to their comrade, and too much irritated 
either to adl with prudence, or to confider the condud they deter- 
mined to purfue, repaired the following morning to Baughan’s houfe, 
(a neat little cottage which he h.ad built below the hofpital,) where in 
a few minutes they almoft totally demolillicd his houfe, out-houfes, 
and furniture, and Baughan himfelf fuffered much perfonal outrage. 

• John Baughan, alias Euflin, alias Bingham. He hail ferrect the term of his tranf- 
portation, and had for a confidcrablc time been employed in the dirediou of the carpen- 
ters and fawyers at this place. 

5 They 
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They were fo fudden in the execution of this bufinefs, that the mlf- 
chief was done before any fteps could be taken either by the civil or 
military power to prevent it. 

Baughan, after fomc days had elapfed, fwcaring pofitivcly to the 
perfons of four of the principals in this tranfaflion, a warrant was 
made out to apprehend them ; but before it could be executed, the 
foldiers exprcffing thcmfelves convinced of the great impropriety of 
their condu<2, and ofi'ering to indemnify the fuffercr for the damage 
they had done him, (who alfo perfonally petitioned the governor in 
their behalf,) the warrant was withdrawn. 

It was obferved, that the moft adive of the foldiers in this affair 
had formerly been convicis, who, not having changed their principles 
with their condition, thus became the means of difgracing their fcllow- 
foldicrs. The corps certainly was not much improved by the intro- 
dudlion of people of this defeription among them. It might well have 
been fuppofed, that being taken as good charadlers from the clafs of 
prifoners, they would have felt themfelves above mixing with any of 
them afterwards ; but it happened otherwife ; they had nothing in 
them of that pride which is termed V efprit da corps ; but at times 
mixed with the convicts familiarly as former companions ; yet when 
they chofe to quarrel with, or complain of them, they meanly alTerted 
their fuperiority as foldiers. 

This intercourfe had been ftrongly prohibited by their ofHccrs ; but 
living (as once before mentioned) in huts by themfelves, it was car- 
ried on without their knowledge. Moft of them were now, however, 
ordered into the barracks ; but to give this regulation the full effedt, 
a high brick wall, or an inclofure of ftrong paling, round the barracks, 
was requifite ; the latter of thefe fecurities would have been put up 
feme time before, had there not been a want of the labouring hands 
neceflary to prepare and colledl the materials. 

On the nth of this month the Ihip Marquis Cornwallis anchored in 
the cove from Ireland, with two hundred and thirty-three male and 
female convidls of that country. We underftood from her commander, 
Mr. Michael Hogan, that a confpiracy had been formed to take the 
fliip from him ; but, the circumftances of it being happily difclofed in 
time, he was enabled to prevent it, and having fufticient evidence of 
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the exiftcnce of the confpiracy, he caufed the principal part of thofe 
concerned to be feverely punifhed, firft taking the opinions of all the 
free people who were on board. A military guard, confiding of two 
fubalterns and a proportionate number of privates of the New South 
Wales corps, ([)rlncipally drafts from other regiments,) was embarked 
in this fliip. The prifoncrs were in general healthy ; but feme of thofe 
who had been punilhed were not quite recovered, and on landing were 
fent to the hofpital. It appeared that the men were for the mod part 
of the defeription of people termed Defenders, defperate, and ripe for 
any fcheme from which danger and deftrufrion were likely to enftie. 
The women were of the fame complexion ; and their ingenuity and 
cruelty were difplayed in the part they were to take in the purpofed 
infurrcdlion, w'hich was the preparing of pulverifed glafs to mix with 
the flour of which the feamen were to make their puddings. What 
an importation ! 

A few months provifions for thefe people, and the remainder * of 
the mooring chains intended for his Majefty’s fhips the Reliance and 
the Supply, together with a patent under the great feal for affembling 
criminal courts at Norfolk Ifland, arrived in this (flip. She failed 
from Cork on the 9th of Auguft laft, and touched at the ifland of 
St. Helena and the Cape of Good Hope, v'hich latter place, we had 
the fatisfaflion of hearing, had furrendered to his Majefty’s arms, and 
was in our pofleflTion. General Craig, the commander in chief on 
fhore, and Commodore Blankett, each fent an official communication 
of this important circumftancc to Governor Hunter, and ftated their 
defire to affift in any circumftance that might be of I'crvice to the fet- 
tlcmcnt, when the feafon fliould offer for fending the fltips under his 
orders to the Cape for fupplies. 

With infinite regret we heard of the death of Colonel Gordon, 
whofe attentions to this fettlemcnt, when opportunities prefented 
themfclves, can never be forgotten. He was a favoured fon of fcience, 
and liberally e.\tended the advantages which that fcience gave him 
wherever he thought they could promote the welfare of his fellow- 
creatures. 


• Some part had arrived in the Reliance and Supply. 

On 
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On Monday the 15th a criminal court was held for the trial of two 
prifoners, William Britton a foldicr, and John Reid a convid, for a 
burglary in the houfe of the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, committed in the night 
of Sunday the 7th of this month. The evidence, though ftrong, was 
not fufTicient to convi£t them, and they were acquitted. While this 
court was fitting, however, information was received, that blaek Cxfar 
had that morning been fhot by one Wimbow. This man and an- 
other, allured by the reward, had been for fome days in quell of him. 
Finding his haunt, they concealed themfelves all night at the edge 
of a brulli which they perceived him enter at duflt. In the morning 
he came out, when, looking round him and feeing his danger, he 
prelented his mufquet ; but before he could pull the trigger Wimbow 
fired and (hot him. He was taken to the hut of Rofe, a fettler at 
Liberty Plains, where he died in a few hours. Thus ended a man, 
who certainly, during his life, could never have been ellimated at 
more than one remove above the brute, and who had given more 
trouble than any other conviil in the fettlement. 

On the morning of the i8th the Otter failed for the north-weft 
coaft of America. In' her went Mr. Thomas Muir (one of the perfons 
fent out in the Surprife for fedition) and feveral other convifls whofe 
fentences of tranfportation were not expired. Mr. Muir conceived 
that in withdrawing (though clandeftinely) from this country, he was 
only aflertiag liis freedom ; and meant, if he (hould arrive in fafety, 
to enjoy what he deemed himfelf to have regained of it in America, 
until the time (hould come when he might return to his own country 
with credit and comfort. He purpofed pradlifing at the American bar 
as an advocate ; a point of information which he left behind him in 
a letter. In this country he chiefly palled his time in literary eafe and 
retirement, living out of the town at a little fpot of ground which he 
Jiad purchafed for the purpofc of feclufton. 

A few days after the departure of this (hip, the Abigail, another 
American, arrived. As feveral prifoners had found a conveyance 
from this place in the Otter, the governor dire<fted the Abigail to be 
anchored in Neutral Bay (a bay on the north (hore, a little below 
Rock Ifland), where ke imagined the communication would not be 
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fo c&Cy as the (hips of that nation had found it in Sydney Cove. Her 
mailer, Chriilopher Thornton, gave out that he was bound to Manilla 
and Canton, having on board a cargo for thofe places. For part of 
that cargo, how'cver, he met w'ith purchafers at this place, notwith* 
Handing the glut of articles which the late frequent arrivals mud have 
thrown in. He expeQed to have found here a fnow, named the 
Sufan, which he knew had failed from Rhode Illand with a cargo 
cxprel'sly laid in for this market. He came direct from that port 
without touching any where. 

The frequent attacks and depredations to which the fettlers fuuated 
on the hanks of the Hawkefbury, and other places, were expofed from 
the natives, called upon them, for the protedlion of their families, and 
the prefervation of their crops, mutually to afford each other their 
afliflance upon every occafion of alarm, by aflembling without delay 
whenever any numerous bodies of natives were reported to be lurking 
about their grounds ; but they feldom or never (hewed the fmalled dit 
pofition to adift each other. Indolent and improvident even for their 
own fafety and "intereft, they in general negleded the means by which 
either could be fecured. This difpofition being foon manifeded to the 
governor, he thought it necelfary to ilTue a public order, dating hii 
expedlations and diredlions, that all the people redding in the diderent 
diilridls of the fcttlements, whether the alarm was on their own farms, 
or on the farm of any other perfon, (hould upon fuch occafions imme- 
diately render to each other fuch adidance as each man if attacked 
would himfelf wHh to receive ; and he aflured them, that if it fliould 
be hereafter proved, that any fettlers or other perfons withdrew or 
kept back their aifidance from thofe who might be threatened, or who 
might be in danger of being attacked, they would be proceeded againd 
as pyfons difobeying. the rules and orders of the fettlement. Such as 
had fire-arms were alfo pofitively enjoined not wantonly to fire at, 
' or take the lives of any of the natives, as fuch an ail )would be con- 
fidered a deliberate murder, and fubjedl the offender to fuch punilb- 
inent as (if proved) the law might diredl to be inflided. It had been 
intimated to the governor, that two white men (Wilfon and Knight) 
had been frequently feen with the natives in their cxcurfions, and 
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were fuppofed to dired and aflift in thofe afts of hoftility by which 
the fettlers had lately fuffered. He therefore recommended to every 
one who knew or had heard of thefe people, and particularly to the 
fettlers who were fo much annoyed by them, to ufe every means in 
their power to fecure them, that they might be fo difpofed of as to 
prevent their being dangerous or troublefome in future. The fettlers 
were at the fame time ftridly prohibited from giving any encourage- 
ment to the natives to lurk about their farms ; as there could not be 
a doubt, that if they had never met with the Ihelter which fome had 
aiforded them, they would not at this time have fumilhed fo much 
caufe of complaint. 

Thofe natives who lived with the fettlers had tailed the fweets of a 
different mode of living, and, willing that their friends and compa- 
nions fliould partake, either Hole from thofe with whom they were 
living, or [communicated from time to time fuch favourable oppor- ‘ 

tunities as ofiered of flealing from other fettlers what they themfelves 
were pleafed with. 

At this time feveral perfons who had ferved their term of tranfpoft- 
ation were applying .for permiflion to provide for themfelves. Of this 
defeription were Wilfon and Knight ; but they preferred a vagrant life 
with the natives ; and the confideration that if taken they would be 
dealt with in a manner that would prevent their getting among them 
again, now led them on to every kind of mifehief. They demon- 
(Irated to the natives of how little ufe a mufquet was when once dif- 
charged, and this eifedually removed that terror of our fire-arms with 
which it had been our conllant endeavour to infpire them. 

Several articles having been brought for fale in the Marquis Corn- 
wallis, a (hop was opened on Ihore. As money, or orders on or by 
any of the refponfible officers • of the colony, were taken at this fhop 
for goods, an opportunity was afforded to fome knowing ones among 
the prifoners to play off, not only bafe money, as counterfeit Spanilli 
dollars and rupees, but forged notes or orders. One forged note for 
ten pound ten (hillings, bearing the commilfary’s name, was palled at 

* Such as the conuniflary, pajrmafter of the corps, and officers who paid companies. 
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the fliop, but fortunately difeovered before the recolledlion of the 
pcrfoiis who offered it was effaced, though not in time to recover 
the property. The whole party was apprehended, and committed 
for trial. 

Dlfcharging the ftorelhips formed the principal labour of this month j 
which being completed, the affiftants required from the farms to un- 
load them were returned. 

The bricklayers’ gang were employed In creOing a finall hut for 
the accommodation of an officer within the paling of the guard- 
houfe at Sydney, the main guard being now commanded by a fub- 
altern officer. 

Mr. Henry Brewer, the provoft-marffial of the territory, worn out 
with age and infirmities, being incapable of the duties of his office, 
which now required a very active and a much younger man to exe- 
cute, and at this time very much indifpofed, the governor appointed 
to that fituation Mr. Thomas Smyth, then ading as a ftorekeeper at 
this place, until Mr. Brewer Hiould be able to return to the duties 
of it. 

During one or two hot days in this month the ffirubs and brufliwood 
about the weft point of the cove caught fire, and burnt within a few 
yards of the magazine. On its being extinguiffied, the powder was 
removed for a few days on board the Supply, until feme fccurity 
againft any future accident of that kind could be throwm up round 
the building. 

March.] Late in the evening of the 5th of March his MajellY’s 
ffiip the Reliance returned from Norfolk Bland. In her came 
Mr. D'Arcy Wentworth. This perfon arrived at New South Wales 
in the Neptune tr.infport, and went immediately to Norfolk IflanJ, 
where he was employed, firft as a fuperintendant of convids, .ind 
afterwards as an affiftant to the furgeon at the hofpital there, having 
been bred to that profeflion. 

By letters received from Mr. Bampton, who failed from this place 
in the Endeavour in the month of September laft, we now heard, J 
that on his reaching Dufky Bay in New Zealand his Ihip unfortu- 
nately proved fo leaky, that with the advice and confent of his officers 1 
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and people flie was run on fhore and fcuttled. By good fortune the 
veflel which had been built by the carpenter of the Britannia (when 
left there with Mr. John Leith the mate, and others, in that rtiip’s 
firft voyage hence to the Cape of Good Hope) being found in the 
fame ftate as fhe had been left by them, they completed and launched 
her, according to a previous agreement between the two commanders. 
It may be remembered, that in addition to the large number of perfons 
which Mr. Hampton had permifTion to fliip at this port, nearly .is 
many more found means to fecrete themfclves on board his fhip and 
the Fancy. For thefe, as well as his officers and (hip’s company, he 
had now to provide a paflage from the truly defolate fhores of New 
Zealand. He accordingly, after fitting as a fchooner the veflel which 
he had launched, and naming her the Providence, failed with her and 
the Fancy for Norfolk Ifland, having on board as many of the officers 
and people who reached Duflty Bay with him as they could contain, 
leaving the remainder to proceed in a veflel which one Hathcrlcigh 
(formerly a carpenter’s mate of the Sirius, who happened to be with 
him) undertook to conftrudl out of the Endeavour’s long-boat. The 
Fancy and Providence arrived fafe at Norfolk Ifland, whence they 
failed for China on the 31 ft day of January laft. 

This unlucky termination of the voyage of the Endeavour brought 
to our recolleihlon the difficulties and dangers which Mr. Hampton 
met with in the Shah Hormuzear, when, on his return to India from 
this country, he attempted to afeertain a paflage for future navigators 
between New Holland and New Guinea. 

I n the courfe of this narrative, the different reports received refpedl- 
ing the fate of the boat which landed on Tate Ifland have been ffated. 
In a Calcutta newfpaper, brought here by Mr. M‘Clcllan in the Ex- 
periment, we now found a printed account of the whole of that 
tranfaftion, which filled up that chafm in the ffory which the parties 
themfclves alone could fupply. 

By referring to the account given in the month of July I794> 
communicated by Mr. Dell, it will appear, that the fhip, having been 
driven to leeward of the ifland after tlie boat left her, was three days 
before (he could work up to it. When Mr. Dell werit on Ihore to 
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fcarch for Captain Hill and his companions, he could only, at his 
return, produce, what he thought incontellable proofs of their having 
been murdered ; fuch as their great-coats, a lanthorn, tomahawk, &c. 
and three hands, one of which, from a certain mark, was fuppofed to 
have belonged to Mr. Carter. Of the boat, after the moft diligent 
fearch round the ifland, he could find no trace. By (he account now 
publifhed, and which bore every mark of authenticity, it appeared, 
that when the boat, in which, jhefe unfortunate gentlemen were, had 
reachftd the idand (on the 3d of July 1793), the natives received them 
very kindly, and condu<fted them to a convenient place for landing. 
After diftributing fome prefents among them, with which they ap- 
peared very much fatisfied, it was propofed that Mr. Carter, Shaw 
(the mate of the Chefterfield), and Afeott, fhould proceed to the top 
of a high point of land which they had noticed, and that Captain Hill 
fhould ftay by the boat, with her crew, confiding of four feamen be- 
longing to the Chederfield. 

The inland party, taking the precaution to arm, and provide them- 
felves with a necellary quantity of ammunition, fet off. Nothing un- 
friendly occurred daring their walk, though feveral little circumliances 
happened, which induced Afeott to fufped that the natives had feme 
defign on them ; an idea, however, which was fcouted by his com- 
panions. 

On their return from the hill, hodile defigns became apparent, and 
the natives feemed to be deterred from murdering them merely by the 
adkivity of Afeott, who, by prefenting his mufket occafionally, kept 
them off ; but, notwithdanding his adUvity and vigilance, the natives 
at length made their attack. They began by attempting to take 
Afeott’s mufket from him, finding he was the mod likely to annoy 
them ; diredUy after which, Mr. Carter, who was the foremoft 
of the party, was heard to exclaim, “ My God, ray God, they 
“ have murdered me.” Afeott, who dill retained his mufket, im- 
mediately fired, on which the natives left them and fled into the 
bufhes. Afeott now had time to look about him, and faw what he 
judly deemed a horrid fpedkacle, Mr. Carter lying bleeding on the 
ground, and Mr. Shaw with a large wound in his throat under the 
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left jaw. They were both however able to rife, and proceed down 
the hill to the boat. On their arrival at the beach they called to their 
companions to fire; but, to their extreme horror, they perceived 
Captain Hill and one of the fcamen lying dead on the fand, cut and 
mangled in a mod barbarous manner. Two others of the feamen 
they faw floating on the water, with their throats cut firom ear to ear. 
The fourth failor they found dead in the boat, mangled in the fame 
fl:ucking manner. With much difficulty thefe unhappy people got 
into their boat, and, cutting her grapnel, pulled off from this treacli- 
crous fhore. While this was performing, they clearly faw the na- 
tives, whom in their account they term voracious cannibals, drag- 
ging the bodies of Captain Hill and the feamen from the beach 
toward fomc large fires, which they fuppoied were prepared for the 
, occafion, yelling and howling at the fame time moft difmally. 

Thefe wretched furvivors of their companions having feen, from 
the top of the hill whither their ill-fated curiofity had led them, a 
large fand-bank not far from the iiland, determined to nin under 
the lee of it, as they very reafonably hoped that boats would the 
next morning be fent after them from the fhip. They experienced 
very little reft or eafe that night, and when daylight appeared found 
they had drifted nearly out of fight of the iiland, and to leeward 
of the fand-bank. 

' Deeming it in vain to attempt reaching the bank, after examining 
what was left in the boat, (a few of the trifles which they had put 
into her to buy the friendlhip of the natives, and Afeott’s great-coat, 
but neither a compafs nor a morfel of provifions,) they determined, 
by the advice of Shaw, who of thefe three miferable people was the 
only one that underftood any thing of navigation, to run dired for 
Timor, for which place the wind was then happily fair. To the weft- 
ward, therefore, they direfled their courfe, trufting (as the printed 
account ftated) to that Providence which had delivered them from the 
cannibals at Tate Iiland *. 

* Hie namtive of this moft horrible affair, as printed at Calcutta, was reprinted 
entire in the European Magazine for May and June 1797. 
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Without provifions, dcftitute of water, and almoft without bodily 
ftrength, it cannot be doubted that their I'ufferings were very great 
before they reached a place of fafety and relief. They left the ifland 
on the 3d of July, the day on which their companions were butchered. 
On the 7th, having the preceding day pafled a fand-bank covered with 
birds, they providentially, in the morning, found two fmall birds in 
the boat, one of which they immediately divided into three parts, 
and were confiderahly relieved by eating it. On the 8th they found 
themfclves with land on both lidcs. Through thefe ftraits they 
pafTed, and continued their courfc to the weftward. All that could be 
done with their wounds was to keep them clean by opening them oc- 
caiionally, and walhing them with fait water. On the nth they law 
land, and pulhed their boat into a bay, all agreeing that they had 
better truft to the chance of being well received on fliore, than to that 
of perifhing in the courfe of a day or two more at fea. Here they 
procured fome water and a roafted yam from the natives, who alfo 
gave them to underftand that Timor was to the fouthward of them. 
Not thinking themfelves quite fo fafe here as they would be at Cou- 
pang, they again embarked. They foon after found a proa in chace 
of them, which they eluded by Handing w'ith their boat over a reef 
that the proa would not encounter. On the morning of the i^th they 
faw a point of land a-hcad, which, with the wind as it then was, 
they could not wc.ather. They therefore . ran into a fmall bay, where 
the natives received them, calling out “ Bligh ! Bligh !” Here they 
landed, were hofpitably -received, and providentially faved from the 
horror of perilhing by famine. 

This place was called by the natives Sarrett, and was diftinft from 
Timor Land, which was the firft place they refrclhcd at. They were 
alfo informed, that there was another fmall ifland to the northward, 
called by them Fardatte, but whicli in fome charts was named 
Ta-na-bor. They alfo underftood that a proa came yearly from 
Banda to trade at I'anabor, and that her arrival was cxpeiSed in the 
courfc of feven or eight months. 

They 
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They were much gratihed with this information, and foon found 
that they had fallen into the hands of a hofpitable and humane race of 
people. 

On the 25th of July Mr. Carter’s wound was entirely healed, after 
having had thirteen pieces of the fractured fkull taken out. But this 
gentleman was fated not long to furvivc his fufferings. He remained 
in perfeO; health until the 1 7th of November, when he caught a fever, 
of which he died on the toth of December, much regretted by his 
two friends (for advcrfity makes friends of thofc who perhaps, in 
other fituations, would never have Ihaken hands). 

The two furvivors waited in anxious expe£lation for the arrival of 
the annual trading proa from Banda. To their great joy Ihe came on 
the 1 2th of March 1794. 

For Banda they failed on the loth of April, and arrived there on- 
the I ft of May following, where they were received with the greateft 
hofpitality by the governor, who fupplied them with every thing ne- 
ceflary for people in their fituation, and provided them with a paftage 
on board an Indiaman bound to Batavia, where they arrived on the 
loth of the following Odober ; adding another to the many inftances 
of efcape from the perils which attend on thofe whofe hard fate have 
driven them to navigate the ocean in an open boat. 

Hard indeed was the fate of Captain Hill and Mr. Carter. They 
''were gentlemen of liberal education, qualiiied to adorn the circles of 
life in which their rank in- fociety placed them. How lamentable 
thus to perilh, the one by the hands and rude weapons, of barbarous 
favages, cut off in the prime of life and moft perfedl enjoyment of 
his faculties, loft for ever to a mother and fifter whom he tenderly 
loved, his body mangled, roafted, and devoured by cannibals ; the 
other, after efcaping from thofe cannibals, to perilh * in a country 
where all were ftrangers to him, except his two companions in mifery 
Shaw and Afeott, to give up all his future profpedts in life, never 

* It is evident, if thii account be true, that Mr. Dell mud 'have been midaken in hie 
opinion of having carried on board the Shah Hormuzcar a hand vrhich, from a certain 
malic on it, he knew to have belonged to Mr. Carter. 
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more to meet the cheering eye of friendfhip or of love, and without 
having had the melancholy fatisfadlion of recounting his perils, his 
efcape, and fufierings, to thofe who would fympathife with him in the 
tale of his forrows. 

On the I yth the veflel built by the (hipwright Hatherleigh at Dulkjr 
Bay arrived, with fome of the people left behind by Mr. Bampton. 

They were fo diftreffed for provifions, that the perfon who had the 
direftion of the veflel could not bring away the whole; and it was 
Angularly fortunate that he arrived as he did, for with all the (eco- 
nomy that could be ufed, his fmall flock of provifions was confumed 
to the laft mouthful the day before he made the land. 

This vefTel, which the officer who commanded her (Waine, one of 
the mates of the Endeavour) not unappropriately named the Aflift- 
ance, was built entirely of the timber of Dufky Bay, but appeared 
to be miferably conflrudfed. She was of near fixty tons burden, and 
was now to be fold * for the benefit of Mr. Bampton. 

The fituation of the people ftill remaining at Dulky Bay was not, 
we underflood, the moft enviable ; their dependence for provifions 
being chiefly on the feals and birds which they might kill. They had 
all belonged to this colony, and one or two happened to be perfons of 
good character. 

On the loth the American failed for the north-weft coaft of Ame- 
rica. In her went Mr. James Fitzpatrick Knarefbro’, a gentleman 
whofe hard lot it was to be doomed to banifhment for life from bis 
native country, Ireland, and the enjoyment of a comfortable fortune 
which he there pofleflfed. He arrived here in the Sugar Cane tranf- 
fport, in the year 1793, and had lived conftantly at Parramatta with 
the moft rigid oeconomy and fevere felf-denial even of the common 
comforts of life. 

It was feen with concern that the crops of this feafon proved in 
general bad, the wheat being almofl every where mixed with a weed 
named by the farmers Drake. Every care was taken to prevent this 
circumftance from happening in the enfuing feafon, by cleaning with 

* Kotwitliftanding all her impeifcCtiooa, Ibe was valued at and fold for two bonditd j 

and fifty pounds. 
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the greateft nicety not only fuch wheat as was intended for feed, but 
fuch as was received into the public ftore from fetticrs. It was occa- 
fioned by the ground being overwrought, from a greedlnefs to make 
it produce golden harvefts every feafon, without allowing it time to 
recruit itfelf from crop to crop, or being able to afford it manure. 
Had this not happened, the crops would mod likely have been 
immenfe. 

At the Hawkefbury, where alone any promife of agricultural ad- 
vantages was to be found, the fettlers were immerfed in intoxication. 
Riot and madnefs marked their conduct ; and this was to be attributed 
to the fpirits that, in defiance of every precaution, found their way 
thither. 

Eiarly in the month a ftorc-room belonging to Captain Paterfon was 
broken into, and articles to a large amount dolen thereout. A cen- 
tinel was llationed in the front of the houfe ; notwithflanding which, 
the thieves had time to remove, through a fmall hole that they made 
in a brick wall, all the property they dole. 

In the courfe of the month Captain Townfon, another officer of the 
corps, was alfo robbed. He had that morning received in trud fixty 
pounds in dollars ; thefe, together with his watch, were dolen from him 
in the following night. His fervants were fufpedied, as were alfo Cap- 
tain Paterfon’s ; but nothing could be fixed upon them that bore the 
femblance of proof. 

Robberies were more frequent now than they had been for fome 
time pad, fcarcely a night paffing without at lead an attempt being 
made. On the 17th, the fedival of St. Patrick, the night-watch were 
affaulted by two fellows, Matthew Fairel and Richard Sutton, (better 
known by the title of the Newgate Bully,) while the latter was pur- 
fued by them from a houfe which he was endeavouring to break into, 
to the houfe of Parrel, who tried to fecrete him, and afibrd him pro- 
tedion. 

A woman was dopped in the dreet at night, and a piece of callico 
forcibly taken from her. A convidt being taken up as the man who 
had robbed her, fhe at fird was pofitive to his perfon, but when 
brought before a magidrate, on recolledling that his life might be in 
^nger, Ihe was ready to fwear that, it being very dark at the time, it 
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Was not poflible Qie fhould know his features. Thus difficult was it 
too often found to bring thefe people to juftice. 

On the 24th his Majefty’s Ihip Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland. 
The patent for holding criminal courts there, which was brought 
hither by the Cornwallis, was fent by this conveyance, together with 
R. Sutton (the Newgate Bully) and fome other very bad characters, 
w'ho, it was not unlikely, would foon entitle themfelves to the benefit 
of the patent which accompanied them. 

Hogs again became fuch a public nuifance, by running loofe in the 
town without rings or yokes, that another order refpedling them was 
given out, diredling the owners either to fliut them up, or appoint 
them to be watched when at large. 

Reports were again received this month of frelh outrages com- 
mitted by the natives at the river. The fchooner which had been 
fcnt round with provifions faw fome of thefe people off a high point 
of land named Portland Head, who menaced them with their fpears, 
and carried in their appearance every mark of hoftility. The go- 
vernor being at this time on an excutfion to that fetileraent (by 
water), one of his party landed on the fhore oppofite Portland Head, 
and faw at a fhort diffance a large body of natives, who he under- 
ftood had affembled for the purpofe of burning the corpfe of a man 
who had been killed in fome conteft among themfelves. 

About this time Bennlllong, who occafionally fhook off the habits 
of civilized life, and went for a few days int(j the woods with his 
fifters and other friends, font in word that he had had a conteft with 
his bofom friend Cole-be, in which he had been fo much the fufierer, 
that until his wounds were healed he could not with any pleafine 
to himfelf appear at the governor’s table. This notification was ac- 
companied with a requeft, that his clothes, which he had left behind 
him when he went away, might be fent him, together with fome 
vldfuals, of which he was much in want. 

On his coming among us again, he appeared with a wound on his 
mouth, which had divided the upper lip and broke two of the teeth 
of that jaw. His features, never very pleafing, now Iccmed out of 
all proportion, and his pronunciation was much altered. Finding 
himfelf badly received among the females, (although improved by Ws 
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travels in the little attentions that are fuppofed to have their weight 
■with the fex,) and not being able to endure a life of celibacy, ■which 
had been his condition from the day of his departure from this country 
until nearly the prefent hour, he made an attack upon his friend’s 
favourite, Boo-ree-a, in which he was not only unfucccfsful, but was 
punifhed for his breach of friendihip, as above related, by Cole-be, 
who farcaftically alked him, “ if he meant that kind of conduct to be 
“ a fpecimen of Englilh manners ?” 

The Ceres, having been difcharged from government employ, failed 
in the beginning of the month for Canton. Being well manned, the 
mailer was not in want of any hands from this place ; but eight con- 
vidls found means to fecrete thcmfelves on board a day or tw'O before 
£he failed. They were however, by the great vigilance of Mr. Hed- 
ley, difeovered in time to be fent back to their labour. Among them 
we were not furprifed to find two or three of the lall importation from 
Ireland. 

We loft four perfons by death during this month. On the 6th died 
of a fevere dyfentery, Richard Hudfon, the ferjeant-major of the New 
South Wales corps. At three in the morning of the i6th Mr. Jofeph 
Gerald breathed his laft. A confumption which accompanied him 
from England, and which all his wiflies and efforts to fhake off could 
not overcome, at length brought him to that period when, perhaps, 
his ftrong enlightened mind mull have perceived how full of vanity 
and vexation of fpirit were the bufieft concerns of this world ; and 
into what a narrow limit was now to be thruft that frame which but 
of late trod firmly in the walk of life, elate and glowing with youth- 
ful hope, glorying in being a martyr to the caufe which he termed 
that of Freedom, and confidcring as an honour that exile which, 
brought him to an untimely grave *. He was followed in three days 
after by another victim to miftaken opinions, Mr. William Skirving. 
A dyfentery was the apparent caufe of his death, but his heart was 
broken. In the hope of receiving remittances from England, which 
might enable him to proceed with fpirit and fuccefs in farming, of 


* He was buried in the garden of a little fpot of ground which he had purchafed at 
Finn Cow. Mr. F. Palmer, we ondetllood, had written his epitaph at large. 
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which he appeared to have a thorough knowledge, he had purchafed 
from different perfons, who had ground to fell, about one hundred 
acres of land adjacent to the town of Sydney. He foon found that a 
farm near the fea-coaft was of no great value. His attention and his 
eSbrts to cultivate the ground were of no avail. Remittances he re- 
ceived none ; he contradted fome little debts, and found himfelf 
■negleOcd by that party for whom he had facrificed the deareft con- 
nexions in life, a wife and family ; and finally yielded to the prefliire 
of this accumulated weight. Among us, he was a pious, honed, 
worthy charafler. In this fettlement his political principles never 
manifefted themfelves ; but all his folicitude feemed to be, to evince 
himfelf the friend of human nature. Requiefcat in pace ! 


CHAP. XXXI. 

SLOPS SERVED.— ORDERS. LICENCES GRANTED. THE SUPPLY RETURNS 

FROM NORFOLK ISLAND THE SUSAN FROM NORTH AMERICA— AND THE 

indispensable FROM ENGLAND. — A CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT HELD. 
—SICK. THEFTS COMMITTED. THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM BEN- 
GAL. MR. raven’s opinion AS TO THE TIME OF MAKING A PASSAGE TO 

INDIA.— A CIVIL COURT. THE CORNWALLIS AND EXPERIMENT SAIL fOR 

INDIA.— CAUTION TO MASTERS OF SHIPS. — A WIND-MILL BEGUN.— 

THEFTS COMMITTED. — STATE OF THE SETTLERS. THE GOVERNOR GOES 

TO MOUNT HUNTER. REGULATIONS. — PUBLIC WORKS. — DEATHS. 

April.] In the beginning of this month a very liberal allowance of 
flops was ferved to the prifoners male and female. As it had been too 
much the pradlice for thefe people to fell the clothing they received 
from government as foon as it was ifliied to them, the governor on 
this occafion gave it out in public orders, that whenever it fhould be 
proved that any perfon had either fold or otherwife made away with 
any of the articles then iflued, the buyer and feller or receiver thereof 
would both fubjedl themfelves to corporal or other punifhment. Or- 
ders, however, had never yet been known to have much weight with 
rhefe people. 

^ Theft! 
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Thefts were ftill nightly committed. At the Hawkelbury the corn 
(loie was broken into, and a quantity of wheat and other articles 
ftolen ; and two people were apprehended for robbing the deputy- 
furveyor’s fowl-houfc. All thefe depredations were chiefly committed 
by thofe public nuifanccs the people off the ftores. 

Toward preventing the indiferiminate fale of fpirits which at this 
time prevailed in all the fettlements, the governor thought that grant- 
ing licences to a few perfons of good charadler might have a good 
eflfeifl. Ten perfons were felcfled by the magiftrates, and to them 
licences for twelve months, under the hands of three magiftrates, were 
granted. The principals were bound in the ufual penalties of twenty 
pounds each, and obliged to find two fureties in ten pounds ; 
and as from the very frequent ftate of intoxication in which great 
numbers of the lower order of people had for fome time paft been 
feen, there was much reafon to fufped that a greater quantity of fpi- 
rituous liquors had been landed from the diflferent fliips which had 
entered this port than permits had been obtained for, it became highly 
neceflary to put a ftop, as early as poftible, to a prafiice which was 
pregnant with all kinds of mifehief. The governor judged it neceflary, 
the more efiefVually to fupprefs the dangerous practice of retailing 
fpirits in this indiferiminate way, not only to grant licences under the 
reftridtions abovemeniioned, but to defire the aid of all of&cers, civil 
and military, and in a more particular manner of all magiftrates, con- 
ilables, &c. as they regarded the good of his Majefty’s fervice, the 
peace, tranquillity, and good order of the colony, to ufe their utmoft 
exertions for putting an end to a fpecies of traffic, from which the 
deftrudion of health and the ruin of ail induftry were to be expeded ; 
and urged them to endeavour to difeover who thofe people were, that, 
felf-licenced only, had prefumed to open public-houfcs for this abomi- 
nable purpofe. 

He alfo informed thofe who might, after knowing his intentions, 
be daring enough to continue to ad in oppofition to them, that the - 
houfe of every offender fhould be pulled down as a public nuifance, 
and fuch other fteps be taken for his further punilhment as might be 
deemed neceflary. 
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In the evening of the i8th his Majefty’s fhip Supply returned from 
Norfolk Ifland, having been abfent only three weeks and four days, 
the quickeft palTage that had yet been made to and from that ifland. 
At night word was lent up from the Look-out, that another veflel was 
olT, and on the following evening the fnow Sufan arrived from Rhode 
Ifland, having been at fea two hundred and thirty-one days, not 
touching any where on her paffage. 

The Americans were obferved to make thefe kind of voy.iges from 
motives of frugality, failing direft for this port ; but they were 
at the fame time obferved to bring in their people extremely healthy. 
On our enquiring what methods they took fo to fecure the health of 
their fcamcn, they told us, that in general they found exercife the bell 
preventive againll the fcurvy>^, and confidered idlenefs as the furell 
means of introducing it. In addition to exercife, however, they made 
frequent ufe of acids in the diet of their feamen, and of fumigations 
from tobacco in their bctween-decks. Certain it was that none of our 
ihips, which touched in their way out at other ports, arrived fo gene- 
rally healthy. 

A Mr. Trotter was the mafter of this vefTel. He was an IriOiman 
by birth, but had for fome rime been a citizen of the United States. 
Strong currents and foul winds had been his enemies in the late 
voyage. His cargo confided of fpirits, broad-cloth, and a variety of 
ufeful and defirable articles, adapted to the neceflities of this country. 

On the lad day of this month the Indifpenfablc tranfport arrived 
from England, with one hundred and thirty-one female convids, and 
a finall quantity of provifions on board for their confumption. 

Mr. Wilkinfon, who commanded this fhip, we found, to out 
great regret, h.id not touched at the Cape of Good Hope; he had 
flopped only at the port of Rio de Janeiro. This was unfortunate, 
as it was intended that the king’s drips Ihould fail early in the enfuing 
month of September for that part of the world. That the war Hill 
raged in Europe we heard with concern, feeling as evciy humane 
mind mud do for the fufferings of its fellow-creatures; but it was in 
the highed degree gratifying to us to know that our fituation was not 
wholly forgotten at home, proof enough of which we experienced in 
the late frequent arrivals of Ihips from England. 
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At a criminal court which was held in this montli four prifoncrs 
were tried for forging, and uttering with a forged indorfement, the 
note which had been paffed at Mr. Hogan’s ftore in February laft, 
when James M‘Carthy was convidled of the fame, and received fen- 
tence of death ; the others who were tried with him were acquitted. 
This trial had been delayed for fome time, M'Carthy having found 
means to break out of the cells, and remain for fome weeks Iheltered 
at the Hawkelbury, the refuge of all -the Sydney rogues when in 
danger of being apprehended. 

Three prifoners were tried for dealing fome articles out of the ftore 
at the river, one of whom was found guilty, viz. James Afliford, a 
young lad who had been formerly drummed out of the New South 
Wales corps. He was fentenced to feven years labour at Norfolk 
Illand. One foldier was accufed by an old man, a fettler at the river, 
of an unnatural crime, but acquitted. 

Two people off the ftore were found guilty of dealing fome geefe, 
the property of Mr. Charles Grimes, the deputy-furveyor, and fen- 
tenced to receive corporal punilhment. Another of the lame clafs was 
found guilty of cutting and wounding a fervant of the commiffary, 
who had prevented his committing a theft, and was fentenced to 
receive eight hundred lalhos ; and one man, George Hyfon, for an 
attempt to commit the abominable crime of beftiality, was fentenced to 
ftand three times in the pillory, an hour each time. 

How unpleafmg were the reflections that arofe from this catalogue 
of criminals and their offences ! No punilhment however exemplary, 
no reward however great, could operate on the minds of thefe un- 
thinking people. Equally indifferent to the pain which the former 
might occafion, and the gratification that the ‘other might afford, they 
blindly purfued the dictates of their vicious inclinations, to whatever, 
they prompted ; and when flopped by the arm of juftice, which fome- 
times reached them, they endured the confequences with an hardened 
obftinacy and indifference that effectually checked the fenfations of 
pity which are naturally^excited by tlie view of human fufferings. 

A civil court alfo was affembled this month, by which fome writs 
and fome probates of wills were granted. 
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At the Hawkefbury, where the fettlers were confuming their fub- 
ftance in drunkennefs, a very excellent barrack was eroding for the 
ufe of the commandant, on a fpot which had been felected fufficiently 
high to preclude any danger of the building being affeded by a 
flood. 

In this and the preceding month many people, adults as well as 
children, were again afflided with inflammations in the eyes. Having 
been viiitcd by this diforder in the month of April 1794, about which 
time we had the fame variable weather as was now experienced, we 
attributed its appearance among us at this time to the fame caufe. 

The medical gentlemen could not account for it on any other prin- 
ciple. One man, Serjeant-major Jones of' the New South 'Wales 
corps, died. 

May.] Sixty of the women received by the Indifpenfable were 
fent up to Parramatta, there to be employed in fuch labour as was 
fuited to their fe.\ and ftrength. The remainder were landed at this 
place. 

On the 4th the 'governor notified in public orders his appointment 
of Mr. D’Arcy Wentworth to the fituation of afliftant-furgeon to the 
fcttlemcnt, in the room of Mr. Samuel Leeds, (the gentleman who 
came out with Governor Hunter,) he being pennitted to return to 
England for the recovery of his health. 

Daily experience proved, that thofe people whofe fentences of 
tranfportation had expired were greater evils than the convids them- 
felves. It was at this time impoflible to fpare the labour of a fingle j 

man from the public work. Of courfe, no man was allowed to re- 
move himfclf from that fituation without permiflion. But, notwith- 
llanding this had been declared in public orders, many were known 
to withdraw thcmfelves from labour and the provifion-ftore on the ^ 
day of their fervitude ceafing. On their being apprehended, puniflied 
for a breach of the order, and ordered again to labour, they fazed 
the firft opportunity of running away, taking cither to the woods to 
fubfill by' depredations, or to the fhelter which the Hawkclbury fet- 
tlers afi’orded to every vagabond that afked it. 

By 1 
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By thefe people we were well convinced every theft was committed. 
Their information was good ; they never attempted a houfe that was 
not an objeQ of ’plunder ; and wherever there was any property they 
were fure to pay a vifit. The late robberies at the clergyman’s and at 
Captain Townfon’s were among the moft ftriking inftances. 

It was on thefe occafions generally conjedtured, that the domeftics 
of the houfe muft aid and aflift in the theft ; for the perpetrator of it 
always feemed to know where to lay his hand on the article for which 
he thus rifked his neck ; and we never found them make an attempt 
on the houfe of a poor individual. 

On Wednel’day the iith, to the great fatisfadUon of the fettlement 
at large, the Britannia ftorefliip arrived fafe from Calcutta and Madras, 
entering this port for the fifth time with a valuable cargo on board. 

She was now freighted with faked provifions, and a fmall quantity 
of rice on account of government, procured by order of the prefi* 
dencies of Calcutta and Madras. On private account, the difierent 
officers of the civil and military departments received the various com- 
miffions which they had been allowed to put into the Ihip ; and one 
young mare, five cows, and one cow-calf, of the Bengal breed, were 
brought for fale. 

On board of this ffiip arrived two officers of the Bengal army, 
Lieutenant Campbell and Mr. Phillips, a furgeon of the military efta- 
bliffiment, for the purpofe of raifing two hundred recruits from among 
thofe people who had ferved their refpedlive terms of tranfportation. 
They were to be regularly enlifted and attefted, and were to receive 
bounty-money ; and a provifional engagement was made with Mr. 
Raven, to convey them to India, if no other fervice Ihould offer for 
his (hip. 

^On the firft view of this fcheme it appeared very plaufible, and we 
imagined that the execution of it would be attended with much good 
to the fettlement, by ridding it of many of thofe wretches whom we 
had too much reafon to deem our greateft nuifances : but when we 
found that the recruiting officer was infiru£ted to be nice as to the 
characters of thofe he Ihould enlifi, and to entertain none that were 
of known bad morals, we perceived that the fettlement would derive 
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lefs benefit from it than was at firft expected. There was alfo fome 
reafon to I’uppol'e, that fcveral fettlcrs would abandon their farms, and, 
leaving their families a burden to the ftore, embrace the change which 
was oflered them by enlifting as Eaft-India foldiers. It was far better 
for IIS, if any were capable of bearing arms and becoming foldiers, 
to arm them in defence of their own lives and poITeflions, and, by 
embodying them from time to time as a militia, fave to the public the 
expence of a regiment or corps raifed for the mere purpofe of pro- 
teding the public ftores and the civil eftablilhment of the colony. 

Recruiting, therefore, in this colony for the Bengal army, being a 
meafure that required fome confidcration, and which the governor 
thought fliould firft have obtained the fandion of adminiftration, he 
determined to wait the refult of a communication on the fubjed with 
the fecretary of ftate, before he gave it his countenance. At the fame 
time he meant to recommend it in a certain degree, as it was evident 
that many good recruits might be taken, without any injury to the 
interefts of the fettlement, from that clafs of our people who, being 
no longer prifoners, declined labouring for government, and, with- 
out any vifible means of fubfifting, lived where and how they chol'e. 

The Britannia, in her paflage to Batavia, anchored in Gower’s 
Harbour, New Ireland, (on the 16th of July,) where flie completed 
her wood and water, and failed on the 2 ^d. On the 2d of September 
following flie arrived at Patavia ; and it appearing to Mr. Raven (as 
before obferved) but too probable that he fhould be detained by the 
government if he ventured to wait even for their determination re- 
fpeding fupplying the provifions, he failed on the 7th for Bengal, 
arriving in the Ganges on the 1 2th of Odlober. Not being able to 
procure at Calcutta the full quantity of provifions that his Ihip could 
contain, he failed for Madras on the ift of February, where he an- 
chored on the 15th. There he completed his cargo, and failed, with 
five homeward-bound Indiamen, on the 27th of the fame month. 
His pafiage to this country was long and tedious, owing to the preva- 
lence of light and contrary winds ; but we were all well plcafed to be 
in pofl'eflion of the comforts he brought us from that part of the world, 
and to congratulate him on bis perfonal efcape from the fickly and 
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now Inimical port of Batavia, as well as from the cruifers of the 
enemy, with which he had reafon to fuppofe he might fall in on 
the Indian coaft. 

On his return from this his fecond voyage to India, Mr. Raven 
gave it as his opinion, “ that the paflage to be purfued from New 
South Wales to India depended wholly upon the feafon in which 
the Ihip might leave Port Jackfon. From the month of November 
to April, or rather from Odlober to the beginning of March, which 
ought to be the latcft period that any fhip Ihould attempt a northern 
paflage, he recommended making Norfolk Ifland ; and thence, palT- 
ing between the Loyalty Iflands* and New Caledonia, to keep as 
nearly as circumftances would allow in the longitude of 1 65° Eaft ; 
until the fliip flrould reach the latitude of 8° South ; and then fhape a 
courfe to crofs the equator in 160’ Eaftj after which the mafter 
Ihould fleer to the N. W. by N. or N. N. W. until in the latitude 
of 5' 20' or 5’ 30' North ; in which latitude Mr. Raven would run 
down his longitude, and pafs the fouth end of Mindanao, and be- 
tween that ifland and Bafcelan ; and thence through the flraits of 
Banguey into the China Sea. In running this paflage, it would be 
neceflary to pay attention to Mr. Dalrymplc’s charts of thofe iflands, 
&c. which Mr. Raven found very accurate. 

“ If leaving Port Jackfon any time between the beginning of March 
and the i fl of September, Mr. Raven would prefer palling through a 
ftrait in the longitude of 156' 10' E. or thereabout; and from the 
latitude of 7“ 06' E. to 6* 42' S. which divides fome part of the 
iflands of the New Gcorpa of Captain Shortland ; thence through 
St. George’s Channel to the northward of New Guinea, through 

* The Loyalty Iflands are fltuated between New Caledonia and the New Hebrides, 
and extend froai about 21° 30' to 20° 50' S. and from the longitude of ifiS*' to 
idy" £. Mr. Raven fuppofed them to be a large group of iflands, which, being piefled 
for time, he could not flop to furvey. All that he had opportunity to determine was, 
the longitude and latitude of fome of the head-lands. Many hies were feen on them in 
the night ; the whole appeared to be (ull of wood, and in fome places in high culti- 
vation. Thefc iflands, certainly a difeovery belonging to Mr. Raven, may be thought 
worthy of being explored at fome future day, and become an objeA of confcquence to 
the fcttlement in New South Wales. 
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Dampier’s Strait, down Pitt’s Paflage, to the fouthward of Boutton, 
and through the Straits of Salayer, into the Banda or Amboyna Sea. 
This paflage the Britannia performed in fixty-five days from Port 
Jackfon to Batavia ; which, had it not been for calms ftie met with 
off the coaft of New Guinea, would in all probability have been per- 
formed in fix weeks, or thereabout.” 

Mr. Raven furnifhed thefe obfervations in the hope that they might 
benefit the fettlement, by proving ufeful to the commanders of any 
(hips which the governor might have occafion to fend into thofe fcas 
on the fervice of the colony. 

The governor, convinced that an example was neccflary to check 
the prcfent praftice of villainy, had ordered James M'Carthy, the 
prifoner under fentcnce of death for forgery, to be executed on Sa- 
turday the 14th of this prefent month ; but yielded to the requeft of 
Mr. Johnfon (the clergyman who attended the prifoner) to fpare his 
life, it appearing evidently on the trial, that, guilty though he certainly 
was, he had in the prefent inflance been rather the victim of the vice 
of others, than of his own. He was accordingly pardoned, on 
condition of his ferving for feven years at hard labour at Norfolk 
Ifland. 

About this time the Marquis Cornwallis and Experiment (ailed for 
India. Previous to their departure, Mr. Hogan, the commander of 
the former, had requefled an examination might be taken as to the 
circumflanccs of his conduG toward the conviGs and others on board 
his (hip during their palTage from Ireland to this country. The exa- 
mination upon oath was made by the judge-advocate, alEfled by two 
other magidrates, to whom it appeared, that Mr. Hogan, but for the 
fortunate and timely difeovery of it, would with his (hip have fallen 
a facrifice to as daring and alarming a confpiracy as, perhaps, ever had 
been entered into by a fet of defperate wretches on board of any (hip ; 
and that nothing was left for him, to fave himfclf from the danger of 
a fimilar circumftance occurring during the voyage, but to infii^l im- 
mediate punifliment on the perfons who were concerned in it. 

A civil court was aflTembled nearly about the fame time, to try an 
alTault, the aGion for which was brought by Mr. Matthew Auftin (a 
gentleman who came out in the Marquis Cornwallis, as a fuperintend- 
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ing furgeon of the conv’ids in that ftiip, on the part of government) 
againd Mr. Michael Hogan the commander, Mr. John Hogan the 
furgeon, and Henry Hacking the pilot. The circumftanccs of the 
aflault being proved, the court adjudged Mr. M. Hogan to pay- 
damages to the amount of fifty pounds ; the others were acquitted. 

On Mr. M‘Clellan’8 arrival from Bengal, he reminded us, that 
feme property had been found concealed in the bed of one of our 
people, which property had been fliewn to him at the tinac, under a 
fuppofition that it might have been llolen from his fhip. On his 
return to India, he found that a fmall bale, containing the very ar- 
ticles which had been fhewn him here, had been put on board him 
at Bengal, to be delivered as a prefent to a gentleman at Batavia, the 
initials of whofe name were marked on the bale. On his dating thefc 
circumdanccs to the judge-advocate, that part of the property which 
had been found, and placed in the cudody of the provod-maiflial, 
was given up to Mr. M‘Clellan. Rogers, who had been either the 
principal or the receiver, perhaps forefeeing that the offence might 
fooner or later be brought home to him, had taken himfelf ofl' in the 
Endeavour, and was one of thofe perfons who had been unavoidably 
left behind at Dufky Bay by Mr. Waine when he quitted that place 
in the Aflidance. 

From the addrefs with which this bufinefs mud have been managed, 
maders of diips might fee the neceffity that cxilled for their keeping a 
vigilant eye over the people whom they admitted on their decks, and 
be perfedUy alTured, that many vifited them for the exprefs purpofe of 
difcoverlng what vigilance was obferved by the inadcr, his mates, and 
people. Many indances of this kind had occurred, although it might 
have been readily fuppofed, that a dranger would h.ave been on his 
guard, and never have lod the idea of the defeription of people by 
whom he was likely to be vifited. A large quantity of tobacco had 
been dolcn out of the Bellbna dorefhip fhortly after die arrived here ; 
half a cafk of gunpowder had been dolen out of the Britannia, at the 
very time that the madcr was entertaining fame of the gentlemen of 
the fettlement in the cabin ; Mr. Page, the mader of the American 
fhip Hope, was robbed of feveral articles, and the buckles out of his 
fboes, which flood in the cabin wherein he lay afleep ; and this thefc 
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of the bale from on board the Experiment was an additional inftance 
of the management and ability difplayed by our people in conducing 
an affair of that kind. 

From this recapitulation of fome of the offences which had been 
committed on board of fhlps while riding in this cove, (to which many 
others might have been added,) let the mafters of thofe which may 
hereafter be fent out, and who may have perufed this account, be 
cautious who they receive on board during the day, let their pretext 
of bufinefs, or coming from an officer, be what it may ; never ftiould 
they be fuffered to mix with their feamen, nor to fee where the ftores 
of the Ihip are placed ; nor fhould a boat be ever permitted to come 
alongfide during the night, except with or for an officer, which might 
fometimes unavoidably happen; and in that cafe the people Ihouldnot 
be allowed to come into the fhip. The mafters of Ihips were long 
fince forbidden to receive any convidl on board without a pafs figned 
by the judge-advocate, who, from his official fituation, was the bed 
qualified to know the charaifter of thofe who might apply ; but the 
decks of fliips were often filled with convidhs, who went off with 
merely the faniftion of the mafters they lived with, although known 
perhaps at tlie time to be as fufpicious charadlers as any in the fettle- 
ment. 

Among the Irilh prlfoners who arrived in the Marquis Cornwallis 
was one who profeffed to underftand the bufinefs of a millwright, and 
who undertook with very little affiftance to con ftruCt a mill at this place. 
He appeared rough and uncouth in his manners ; but our want of a 
mill was fo great, that it was determined to try what his abilities were, 
and place fome hired artificers under his dirediion. A fpot was chofen 
on the fummit of the ground which forms the weftern fide of the 
cove, and, faw-pits being dug for him, he began the work. 

With a mill once credied competent to the grinding of all our 
wheat, a redudlion in the ration of flour would not be felt. So fen- 
fible of this advantage had the governor been, that he brought out 
with him the moft material parts of a windmill, with a model, by 
which any millwright he might find here would be enabled to fet up 
the difierent parts ; and Thorp the millwright was employed in cot- 
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le£Ung and preparing the timber necefTary for putting up this mill at 
Parramatta. ^ 

The weather was very variable during the month. The cattle 
brought by Mr. Raven, though in Smithfield they would not all to- 
gether have been worth fifty pounds, were fold by aufUon at enor- 
mous prices. The mares went at one hundred pounds, one of the 
cows at eighty-four pounds, and the others at prices fomething inferior, 

June.] His Majefty’s birth-day was obferved by the fcttlement with 
that attention which, as Englifli fubjedts, we were proud to pay to it. 
The Sufan (with American colours flying), though provided with only 
fix or eight guns, contrived to fire at one o’clock with the king’s 
Ihips, a well-timed falute of twenty-one guns in honour of the day. 

On this occafion the governor pardoned all culprits, except James 
M'Carthy, who was under orders for Norfolk Ifland. It might be 
looked upon as a fort of encouragement to the commifllon of crimes, 
thus by a periodical pardon to render punifhment lefs certain. If men 
were led to fuppofe, that on the king’s birth-day all culprits would be 
pardoned, they would be emboldened to ofiend, at lead for a month 
or two previous to that time ; but the governor did not mean to ex- 
tend this aft of mercy beyond the prefent occafion, being the firft 
birth-day of his fovereign that had occurred fince his arrival. 

Several daring thefts were committed early in this month. William 
Waring, a prifoner who had been allowed to cultivate a farm of thirty 
acres on the banks of the Hawkelbury, having occafion to move a calk 
of falted provifions, which he had purchafed from the mader of a drip 
riding in this cove, entruded it to the care of two people his fervants, 
to convey it from his farm to that of a neighbouring fettler. The tempt- 
ation was too great to be refided, and the calk was dolen out of the 
boat, while the fervants landed for the night at fome farm by the way. 
They pretended to have no concern in it ; but as that was too improbable 
to be believed, they were ordered to make reditution by their labour. 

About the fame time the brick-hut occupied by Thomas Clark, a 
fuperintendant of convicts, was broken Into ; and, notwithdanding 
the door of the room in which he flept with his wife was open, they 
plundered the houfe of feveral articles to a great amount. 

Some runaways from the jail-gang at this , place were fufpedledj 
and our watch, being difpatched immediately on receipt of this in- 
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formation, were very near falling in with the thieves j but thefe latter 
(leferied them in time to make their efcape. Information being after- 
wards received, that two runaway vagabonds were concealed at a 
imufe near the brick-fields, forae of the watch repaired to the fpot, 
and found two notorious ofienders, James M‘Manus and George Col- 
lins. Thefe two people had repeatedly broken out of the jail-hut, 
and one of them, M‘Manus, had fome time lince been fired at and 
wounded in an attempt to commit a burglary. On the prefent occa- 
fion, he had fufiicient addrcls to effedt his cfcape from the watch ; the 
other was fccured and brought in. The hut in which they were 
found was pulled down the following morning, to deter others (if 
poflible) from harbouring thieves and vagabonds. 

The fettlers in the different diftrids, and particularly thofe at the 
Hawkefbury, had long been fuppofed to be confiderably in debt; and 
it was fufpeded, that their crops for two or more fcafons to come 
were pledged to pay thefe debts. As this was an evil of great mag- 
nitude, the governor fet on foot fuch an inquiry as he thought would 
afeertain or contradid the report. By this inquiry, it appeared, that 
the fettlers at the diftrids of Profped Hill, the Ponds, the Field of 
Mars, the Eaftern Farms, and Mulgrave Place on the banks of the 
river Hawkefbury, flood indebted in the fum of 5098 1 . The inquiry 
was farther direded as well to the appearance of the farms, and the 
general charader of the fettlers, as to their debts. Many were re- 
ported to be induflrious and thriving ; but a great number were ftated 
to be idle, vicious, given to drittking, gaming, arrd other fuch dif- 
orders as lead to poverty and ruin. One man, a fettler at the Eaftem 
Farms, Edward Elliot, had received a ewe (heep from the late Go- 
vernor Phillip before his departure in the year 1792. He had refilled 
many temptations to fell it, and at the time this inquiry took place 
was found poffefling a flock of two-and-twenty flieep, males and 
females. He had been fortunate in not meeting with any lofs, but 
had not added to his flock by any purchafe. This was a proof that 
induftry did not go without its reward in this country. Other in- 
flances were found to corroborate this obfervation. 

At the fettlement of the Hawkefbury one man had been drowned, 
and another killed by the natives. 
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The gentlemen who conduced the inquiry found moft of the 
fectlers there oftener employed in caroufing in the fronts of their 
houfes, than in labouring themfelves, or fuperintending the labour of 
their fervants in their grounds. There was at this time a confidcrable 
quantity of fpirits in the colony from the Sulan, the Britannia, and 
Indifpcnfable, and no doubt much of it had found its way to the 
fcttlers ; but that they could be fo loft to their own true interefts, 
could be only accounted for by recolledling their former habits of life, 
in which the frequent ufe of intoxicating liquors formed a part of 
their education. 

With a view to check the drunkennefs that prevailed in the different 
diftrifls, the governor had direded licences for retailing fpirituous 
liquors to be given to certain deferving charaders in each ; but it w’as 
not found to anlwer the effed he expected. Inftead of the fettlers 
being difpofed to induftry, they ftill indulged themfelves in inebriety 
and idlenefs, and robberies now appeared to be committed more fre- 
quently than formerly. He therefore judged it neceffary to direft, 
that none of thofe perfons who had obtained licences Qiould prefume 
to carry on a traffic with fettlers or others who might have grain to 
difpofe of, by paying for fuch grain in fpirits. He affured them, that 
Ihould any perfons be thereafter difeovered to have carried on fo de- 
ftruflive a trade, their licences would immediately be recalled, and 
fuch fteps taken for their further puniffiment as they might be 
thought to deferve. He alfo defired it might be underftood, that 
trading with fpirits to the extent which he found pradifed was 
ftriftly forbidden to others, as well as to thofe who had licenfed 
public houfes. 

The pradice of purchafmg the crops of the fettlers for ^irits had 
too long prevailed in the fettlement j and the governor thought it 
abfolutely neceffary, by all the means in his power, to put an end to 
it ; for it was not poffible that a farmer who ihould be idle enough to 
throw away the labour of twelve months, for the gratification of a 
few gallons of poifonous fpirits, could expedl to thrive, or enjoy thofe 
comforts which were only to be procured by fobriety and induftry. 
From fuch charafters he determined to withdraw the aififtance of go- 
vernment, fince when left to themfelves they would have lefs time to 
wafte in drunkennefs and riot. 
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In the night of the 19th of this month fome thieves broke into tlie 
houfe of \Villiam Miller, (a young man who, on account of his good 
behaviour, had been allowed to exercife the trade of a baker,) and dole 
articles to the amount of fifty-fix pounds, moftly property not belong- 
ing to himfclf. Sufpicion falling upon fome people off the ftore, they 
were apprehended ; but in the morning the greater part of what had 
been ftolen was found placed in a garden where it could be eafily dif- 
covered, and reftored to the owner. 

On the day following, the governor, with a fmall party, undertook 
a fecond excurfion to the retreat of the cattle. A few days previous 
to the governor’s departure, Mr. Bafs, the furgeon of the Reliance, 
and two companions, fet off in an attempt to round the mountains to 
the wxftward ; but having foon attained the fummit of the higheft, 
they faw at the diftance of forty or fifty miles another range of moun- 
tains, extending to the northward and fouthward. Mr. Bafs reported, 
that he paffed over fome very fine land, and he brought in fome 
fpecimens of a light wood which he met with. 

The governor was not long abfent. He faw the cattle ranging as 
before, although not exaftly in the fame fpot, in the fineft country 
yet difeovered in New South Wales, and afeended a hill which from 
every point of view had appeared the higheft in our neighbourhood. 

He fixed, by means of an artificial horizon, its latitude to be 34’ 09' S. 
nine miles to the fouthward of Botany Bay. The height of this bill, 
which obtained the name of Mount Hunter, was fuppofed to be near 
a mile from the bafe ; and the view from the fummit was command- 
ing, and full of grand objedls, wood, water, plains, and mountains. 

Every where on that fide of the Nepean, the foil was found to be 
good, and the ground eligible for cultivation. The fides of Mount • 

Hunter, though very fteep, were clothed with timber to the fummit, ; 

and the ground filled with the Orchis root. I 

The knowledge derived from this excurfion was, that the cattle had ‘ 

not been difturbsd, and that they had increafed ; ninety-four were at I 

this time counted. 

About the fame time the people of a fiOiing-boat returned from a 
bay near Port Stephens, into which they had been driven by bad 
weather, and brought in with them feveral large pieces of coal, which 
they faid they found at fome little diftance from the beach, lying in | 

COD- 


Digitized by 


CoO; 





June.] 


IN NEW SOUTH WALES, 


485 


confiderable quantity on the furface of the ground. Thefe people 
having conduced themfelves improperly while on ftiore, two of them 
were feverely wounded by the natives, one of whom died foon after 
he reached the hofpital. 

The Francis fchooner failed on the 21ft with difpatches for Norfolk 
Ifland ; the king’s fhips, the Reliance and Supply, began the necelTary 
preparations for their intended voyage to .the Cape of Good Hope, 
and the firft day of September was fixed for their departure. 

Toward the latter end of the month two men from each officer were 
ordered to join the public gangs, it being found wholly impradicable 
to eredt without more affiflance any of the buildings which had now 
become indifpenfably neceflary. Storehoufes were much wanted ; 
the barracks were yet unfiniOied ; houfes were to be built for the 
affiftant-furgeons, thofe which had been eredled foon after our arrival 
being now no longer tenable. A church too, of more fubftantial 
materials than lath and plaifter, was wanted here and at Parramatta ; 
as well as court-houfes, or places where the courts of civil and criminal 
judicature might be held, and where the magillrates might meet, to do 
the public bufinefs. 

At Sydney, the bricklayers’ gang was employed during this month 
in erediing a temporary court-houfe of lath and plainer ; as it was 
uncertain when one to be built of bricks could be begun ; and great 
inconvenience was felt by. the Judge-advocate and other magillrates in 
being obliged to tranfadl bufinefs at their own houfes. 

We had at laft the fatisfadlion of feeing ufefiilly employed fome of 
the cattle brought hither in the Endeavour. A careful perfon being' 
found to condudl them, the timber-carriage was now, inllead of men, 
drawn by fix or eight llout oxen ; and all the timber which was 
wanted for building, or other purpofes, was brought to the pits by 
them, both here and at Parramatta. This was fome faving of men, 
but eight people were dill employed with each carriage. 

The carpenters continued eredting the temporary Ihed for provi- 
lions ; the town gang was employed delivering the florelhips ; and at 
Toongabbe fome women were employed in making hay, intended to 
be put on board the king’s Ihips.fbr the cattle to be purchafed at the 
Cape for the colony. 

One man, Matthew Parrel, died in this month. He had been hurt 
in an afiray with fome watchmen in the night of the 1 7th of March laft. 


Digitized by Google 



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


[1796. 




CHAP. XXXIl. 

TWO MEN -killed; CONSEQtlENT REGULATIONS.— THE BRITANNIA HIRED 

TO PROCEED TO ENGLAND. REPORT OF THE NATIVES.— THE FRANCIS 

ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. — PUBLIC WORKS. — DEATHS. — A CRIMI- 
NAL COURT ASSEMBLED. A SETTLER EXECUTED FOR MURDER.— THE 

SUSAN SAILS. A CIVIL COURT HELD.— AN AMERICAN SHIP ARRIVES PROM 

BOSTON. A LONG-BOAT LOST. DEATHS. WEATHER. A TEMPORARY 

CHURCH OPENED AT PARRAMATTA. — A PPOINTMENTS.— THE SUPPLY SAILS 

FOR NORFOLK ISLAND AND THE CAPE. ACCOUNT OF STOCK. — LANDIS 

CULTIVATION, AND NUMBERS IN THE COLONY.— A MURDER COMMITTED. 
—BRITANNIA SAILS FOR ENGLAND. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

July.] Among the many evils that were daily fee n flowing from 
that ftate of diiTipation which had found its way into the diflerent fct- 
tlements, we had to regret that two men loft tlieir lives by the hand of 
violence. OnTuefday the 4th of this month, John Smith, afeamiti 
belonging to the Indifpenfable, was Ihot at Sydney in the houfe ol 
Mr. Daniel P.-iyne, the mafter boat-builder, by a convidf-fervant of 
his ; and on the fame day, at the Hawkeftjury, David Lane was Ihot 
by his mafter, John Fenlow, a fettler at that place. The latter of 
thefe unfortunate men lived but a few hours ; Smith the feaman was 
taken to the hofpltal, where he languilhed until the 9th, and then 
died. Fenlow and the convidt were taken into cuftody, and would 
have been immediately brought to trial; but, through the careleflhefs 
of one of the watchmen, Fenlow found means, though incumbered 
with heavy irons, to efcape from the cells, and was not retaken until 
the latter end of the month, when fome natives difeovered him lurking 
near his own grounds at the river, and, giving information, he was 
eafily apprehended and fccured. 

Thefe tranfadiions were produdfive of fome internal regulations 
which had long been wanting. Several fettlers, with whofe condud 
the governor had had but too much caufe to be difpleafed, were at 
length deprived of all afliftance from government, and left to the cx- 
ercife of their own abilities, purfuant to a notice which they received 
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to that eflTcft in the laft month. Several other fettlers alfo, who had 
been vi^alled from the public (lores long beyond the period allowed 
them by the crown, were ftruck off from the vldlualling books. All 
perfons off the ftores, who of courfe did not labour for government, 
were ordered fonhwith to appear at Sydney, in order to their being 
rauflered and examined relative to their refpedive terms of tranfport- 
ation ; when certificates were to be given to fuch as were regnlarly 
difeharged from the commiffary’s books, and the fettlers were direfled 
not to employ any but fuch as could produce this certificate. Frequent 
vifits were diredlcd to be made by the maglflrates, for the purpofe of 
fettling fuch differences as might arife among the fettlers and other 
perfons ; and the governor fignified his determination of infpe^ling 
their condufl himfelf from time to time, and of punifhing fuch as were 
proved to afford (helter or employment to the thieves and vagabonds 
who ran to the river and other diftri^s from this town and Par* 
ramatta. 

Thefe regulations being made known as publicly and generally as 
was poffible, in order that none might plead ignorance, the town of 
Sydney was fhortly after filled with people from the different fettle- 
ments, who came to the judge-advocate for certificates of their having 
ferved their refpeilive fcntences. Among thefe were many who had 
run away from public labour before their time had expired ; fomc 
who had efcaped from confinement with crimes yet unpunifhed hang- 
ing over their heads ; and fome who, being for life, appeared by 
names different from thofe by which they were commonly known in 
the fettleraent. By the aftivity of the watchmen, and a minute in- 
velligation of the neceffary books and papers, they were in general 
detected in the impofition, and were immediately fent to hard labour 
in the town and jail gangs. 

To the latter of thefe gangs additions were every day making ; 
fcarcely a day or a night paffed but fome enormity was committed or 
attempted either on the property or perfons of individuals. Two no- 
torious charaflers, Luke Normington and Richard Elliott, were de- 
teded on the night of the 13th in a very fufpicious fituation in the 
commiffary’s (lock-yard, which was well filled at the time with (beep 
and other (lock. 'Ibefe were fent to the jail-gang, in company with 
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one Sharplefs, a convid, who, after marrying a woman that was a 
perfed antidote to defire, pretended to be jealous, and gave htr 
fuch a dreadful beating, that her life was for fome time in danger. 

Stock of all denominations was at this time faft increafing in the 
different diftrids. An officer of the New South Wales corps, having 
obtained the governor’s fandion for his quitting the colony in one of 
the (hips now preparing for the Cape of Good Hope, fold to govern- 
ment a flock of goats, confiding of about one hundred animals, for 
490!. 10 s. This was a valuable acquifition, and promifes of flock 
to feveral deferving fettlers were now performed. 

The Britannia, being now cleared of the cargo (he brought from 
Bengal on government account, was fitting again for fea, when Mr, 
Raven, the mader, predfered her to the governor for the purpofe of 
going dired to England, if his excellency Ihould have any occafion to 
employ her in fuch a voyage. There were at this time feveral foldiers 
in the New South Wales corps wholly unfit for fervice ; the governor 
had for fome time intended to fend home Mr. Clark, a fuperintendant 
of convids, whofe engagement with the crown had expired; and 
James Thorp, a perfon who had been fent out with a falaryof loyL 
per annum as a mader millwright, but who was at this time unem- 
ployed in the fettlement. To cafe government at once of thefe a- 
pcnces, the governor thought it advifeable to charter the Britannia, 
for the purpofe of taking home fuch invalids and paflengers as might 
be ordered, at the rate of fifteen {hillings per ton per month; the 
charter to be in force on the fird day of the enfuing month. 

The public dorcs were opened during this month at Parramatta and 
the river for receiving Indian com ; which was taken in at five (hillings 
per bufhel for this feafon ; but it was generally fuppofed, that there 
would not be occafion to give that price for it again. 

Fre{h pork was at this time purchafed by the commiflitry at one 
{hilling per pound, and iffued as a ration, in the proportion of two 
pounds of frefh for one of fait meat. 

It having been reprefented to the governor, that feveral people in 
4he town of Sydney employed themfelves in building boats for falc, 
and without obtaining any permiffion, a liberty which had crept into 
the fettlement in oppofition to all former orders and regulations 00 

that 
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that head ; and as it was well known that, notwithftanding the great 
convenience which mud attend the having boats for various ufes in 
this cxtenfive harbour, many abufes were carried on through their 
means ; it was ordered, that no boat whatever, of any fize or defcrip- 
tion, (hould be built until application had been made to the governor, 
and permiflion in writing obtained, either figned by the governor for 
the time being, or by fome peribn properly authorifed by him. It 
was alfo ordered, that all boats at that time in the pofleflion of indi- 
viduals fliould be forthwith taken to the mafter boat-builder, where a 
number was to be cut on the ftcrn, and a regider of fuch number was 
to be kept by the provoft-marflial. All boats found without a number 
were to be liable to feizure. 

The natives appeared lefs troublefome lately than they had been for 
fome time paft. The people of a filhing-boat, which had been call 
on ftiore in fome bad weather near Port Stephens, met with fome of 
thefe people, who witltont much entreaty, or any hope of reward, 
reatUly put them into a path from thence to Broken Bay, and con- 
ducted them the greateft part of the way. During their little journey, 
thefe friendly people made them underBand, that they had feen a 
white woman among fome natives to the northward. On their re- 
porting this at Sydney, this unfortunate female was conjcClured to be 
Mary Morgan, a prifoner, who it was now faid had failed in her 
attempt to get on board the Refolution ftore-lhip, which failed from 
hence in 1794- There was indeed a woman, one Ann Smith, who 
ran away a few days after our fitting down in this place, and whofe 
fate was not exaClly afeertained ; if file could have furvived the hard- 
Ihips and wretchednefs of fuch a life as mull have been hers during 
fo many years refidcnce among the natives of New Holland, how 
much information mud it have been in her power to afford 1 But hu- 
manity ihuddered at the idea of purchafmg it at fo dear a price. 

Toward the latter end of the month, there not remaining any more 
flour in the llore than what was neceflarily referved for the ufe of his 
Majefty’s (hips Reliance and Supply to carry them to the Cape of 
Good Hope, nine pounds of wheat were added to the allowance of 
that article (three. pounds) ferved to the civil, military, and free 
people. 
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A court of civil judicature was held on the 27th and 28th, when 
fevcral debts were fwom to, and writs taken out. 

In the night of the 29th, the Francis fehooner returned from Nor- 
folk Ifland, having been abfent five weeks and three days. From her 
wc learned, that the criminal court of judicature had been alTembled, 
and one man, a convict, had fuffered death, being convidled of a mod 
daring burglary, which he and two others his accomplices effeded 
with fome circumftanccs of cruelty. The accomplices were fentenced 
to hard labour on Phillip Ifland for a certain term of ye.-irs. 

It was obferved that the gangs at this place employed in different 
public works were feldom to be feen in the afternoon. On inquiry, it 
appeared that, notwithftanding the orders which had been given fer 
the regulation of the public labour, the fuperintendants had taken it 
upon themfelves to talk the working people in fuch manner as they 
thought proper, and upon no other authority than their own will. 
By this abufe the work of government was almoft wholly neglefled^ 
and the time of the labourers applied to the ufe of private indi- 
viduals. 

To remedy this evil, the governor repeated the order in which the 
hours of public labour were pointed out, and informed the lupcrin- 
tendants and overfeers, that if they Ihould be known to take the 
liberty of applying to any other ufe or purpofe the time defigned 
to be employed for the public, they would be inftantly difiniffed from 
their employments, as perlons who could not be depended upon; and 
they might reft alfured, that any one, who h.ad been proved unworthy 
the truft he had placed in him, would never be reftored to a fituation 
of which he was fo little tenacious. 

During this month died Mr. Henry Brewer, the provoft-marlhal of 
the territory, at the age of fifty- feven years. He came out with Go- 
vernor Phillip as his clerk, and on our landing was appointed to ad 
as provoft-marlhal in the room of the perfon appointed by the crown, 
Mr. Alexander, who never came out. Mr. Brewer afterwards re- 
ceived his Majefty’s commiflion appointing him to the vacancy. 
There alfo died Andrew Filhburn, a private in the New South Wales 
corps, but formerly belonging to the marine detachment fening i# 
this country, who had been very ufeful as a carpenter in the fettle- 
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ment; a foldicr, who came out in the Cornwallis; one male convidl, 
who died fuddenly ; one unfortunate man, John Williams, who was 
crulhed to death by the wheel of a timber-carriage going over his 
head ; and the fettler’s fervant who was killed at the Hawkefbury ; 
befide the feaman belonging to the Indilpenfable who was fliot. 

Auguft.] A court of criminal judicature was allembled early in the 
month for the trial of feveral offenders who were at that time in con- 
finement under different charges. 

Four prifoners were, tried for a burglary in the houfe of William 
Miller, but acquitted through a defed in evidence. David Lloyd was 
tried for the wilful murder of John Smith, the feaman belonging to 
the ihip Indifpenfable. It appeared, that the feaman had repaired in 
a ftate of intoxication to the houfe of Mr. Payne, for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of taking from a female convid (then living as a fervant at 
Mr. Payne’s, and with whom he, the feaman, had cohabited during the 
paffage) fome clothes which he had given her. A riot, the natural 
confequence of fuch a proceeding, enfued ; and the prifoner endea- 
voured to make it appear that he had been compelled in his own 
defence to fire the piftol which caufed the death of the feaman. The 
court admitted that the prifoner had not any of that malice in his 
heart againft the deceafed which is neceffary to conftitute the crime of 
murder, and therefore acquitted him of that charge ; but found him 
guilty of manflaughter, and fentenced him to receive fix hundred lafhes. 
John Fenlow was tried for the wilful murder of his fervant, David 
Lane. This charge was fully made out, and the prifoner received 
fentence to die. Matthew Farrel, who (with Richard Sutton, the 
Newgate Bully) affaultcd the watch on the night of the 17th of March 
laft, having in the courfe of that conteft received a wound on the 
temple which proved incurable, and occafioned his death fome time 
after, the watchmen were now brought forward to account for the 
death of the deceafed. This they did very fatisfadlorily, and were 
difeharged. Four vagabonds, who had repeatedly broken out of pri- 
fon, and run away from the jail-gang, were tried as incorrigible 
rogues, and being found guilty, were fentenced to three years hard 
labour at Norfolk Illand ; and one man was tried for a rape, but ac- 
quitted. Fenlow, being tried on the Saturday, was executed on the 
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following Monday. His body being delivered to the furgeons for dif- 
fc(fIion purfuant to his fentcnce, a ftone was found in his gall bladder, 
of the fize of a lark’s egg. This unhappy man was remarkable for an 
extreme irafeibility of temper : might it not have been occafioned by 
the torment that fuch a fubftance mull produce in fo irritable a Gtu- 
ation ? He however, the night before his execution, confelTed that the 
murder which lie committed was premeditated. NotwithAanding 
which, he had, the day before he was tried, prepared an ojiening 
through the brick wall of his cell, purpofing, if it had not been dif- 
covered in time, to have availed himfelf of it to efcape after his trial. 

It could fcarcely be fuppofed, that among the defeription of people of 
which the lower clafs was formed in this place, any would have been 
found fufliciently curious to have attended the furgeons on fuch an 
occafion ; but they had no fooncr fignified that the body w,rs ready 
for infpedtlon, than the hofpital was filled with people, men, women, 
and children, to the number of fevcral hundreds ; none of whom 
appeared moved with pity for his fate, or in the leaA degree admo- 
nilhed by the fad fpedaclc before their eyes. 

On Monday the 8th the fnow Sufan failed on her voyage to Can- 
ton. Two w'omen, Sarah Nitchell and Elizabeth Robinfon, and a 
few men, were allowed to quit the colony in this veAcl. 

His Royal Highiicfs the Prince of Wales’s birth-day was duly dif- 
tinguiflied by us on the 12th of this month. Such days had never 
been ncglcdled by the coloniAs of New South Wales. 

A civil court was again held on the day following, when feveral 1 
perfons who had been arrefted by writs iffued from the laA court were 
brought up ; many of whom, being fettlers, gave aflignments on their 
coming crops of wheat for tlie different fums in which they were indebted. 

Several other debts were fworn to, and writs iffued. Had tbofe de- 
fendants who were thus fuffered to give affignments on their crops 
then in the ground been thrown into prifon at the fuit of the different 
plaintiffs, their ruin would have been certain, and the debt would have 
remained unfatisfied. This method was tried, as being fomething j 

more beneficial to both parties ; but they were in general of fuch a ; 

thoughtlefs worthlefs defeription, that even this indulgence might 
induce them to be, if poffiblc, more worthlds and tiioughticfs than 
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before, as, to ufe their own expreffion, they had now “ to work for 
“ .a dead horfe.” 

On the 23d (the fign.il for a fall having been made at the South- 
head, the day before), there anchored in the ftream, juft without the 
two points of Sydney Cove, the fliip Grand Turk, from Bofton, after 
a paflage of five months from that port. She had been twenty-three 
days from Van Dieman’s Land, meeting with a current, during feveral 
days, that fet her each day twenty-one miles either to the S. E. or N. E. 
We found on board as I’upercargo, Mr. M'Gee, who was here before 
in the Halcyon with Mr. Benjamin Page. He brought news from 
Europe as late as January laft, by which we learned that the war ftill 
raged. Mr. M‘Gee had on board for file, fpiriis, tobacco, wine, foap, 
iron, linfeed-oil, broad-cloth, &c. &c. for this market, Manilla, and 
Canton. The tobacco (eighteen hogfheads) were immediately bought 
for one fliilling and three half-pence per pound, and government pur- 
chafed fome of his fplrits at feven fhillings per gallon. 

< During this month a long-boat belonging to his Majefty’s fiiip Re- 
Kance, which had been fent to Botany Bay in July to procure fifli, 
was given up for loft, with five or fi.x feamen. They iverc known to 
have quitted Botany Bay, and, not having been heard of for fome 
weeks, were conjectured to have taken the boat away to the north- 
ward, where, being without compafs or provifions, (except the few 
filh they had caught,) it was more than probable they had perilhed. 

The j.ail-gang at this time, notwithftandlng the examples which had 
been made, confifted of upwards of fivc-and-tvventy perfons ; and 
many of the female prifoners were found to be every whit as in- 
famous as the men. 

One fettler was executed this month, and one foldier loft his life by 
a tree falling on him at the Hawkefbury. 

The firft and middle parts of the month were wet. The branch of 
the harbour named Duck River was fo fwollen as to overflow its banks, 
which were very fteep. 

September.] A temporary ehurch, formed out of the materials of 
two old huts, was opened at Parramatta by the Rev. Mr. Marfden on 
the firft Sunday in this month. Decent places of worlhip were now 
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to be feen at the two principal fettlements. At the time when we 
were vifited by the Spanifli fhips Mr. Johnfon prcadied wherever he 
could find a ihady fpot. The prieft belonging to the commodore’s 
. Ihip, obferving that we had not any church built, lifted up his eyes 
with aflonilhment, and declared, that had the place been fettled by his 
nation, a houfe for God would have been erected before any houfe 
for man. 

The fhips being now on the point of failing, the Britannia for 
England, and the Reliance and Supply for the Cape of Good Hope, 
the following appointments were notified in the public orders: viz. 
Captain George Johnfton, of the New South Wales corps, was ap- 
pointed aid-de-camp to the governor. The Rev. Mr. Johnfon and 
William Balmain Efq. were nominated the adling magiftrates in the 
diftricl of the towm of Sydney. Mr. James Williamfon (a gemiemaa 
who came from England with the governor) w’as to do the duty of 
commiffary in the abfence of Mr. Palmer, who was returning to Eng- 
land on leave. Mr. Thomas Smyth was appointed provofl-marlhal, 
in the room of Mr. Henry Brewer, by warrant bearing date the day 
after his deccafe. Mr. Thomas Moore, carpenter of the fhip Bri- 
tannia, was appointed raafler boat-builder in the room of Mr. Daniel 
Payne. William Stephenfon was placed under the commiffary as a 
flore-kecper, in the room of Mr. Thomas Smyth ; and George Bar- 
rington, whofe condudt, ftill uniform and upright, recommended him 
to the notice of the governor, was, after receiving an abfolute pardon 
under the leal of the territory', appointed a fuperintendant of convifts, 
with a falary of fifty pounds per annum, in the room of Mr. Thomas 
Clark, returning to England 

On the 20th, his Majefty’s flilp Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland 
and the Cape of Good Hope, 4iaving on board part of the military 
relief intended for that fettlement, and part of a thoufand bulhels of 
wheat which had been written for from thence. 

On the following day the fliips Indifpenfable and Grand Turk laikd 
for Canton. The American had not fuccecdcd in his fpeculation fo 

• Mr. Richard Atkins had fomc time before been nominated by the fccretary of flat* 
to do the duty of judge-advocate, whenever Captain Collins fliould return to England. 

well 
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■well as he had expedled ; the market was over-ftocked with goods, and 
by the governor’s regulations he was compelled to take away, with 
many other articles, his ground-tier full of fpirits, which he hoped to 
have fold here. 

The invalids and paffengers who were returning to England in the 
Britannia being embarked, that fltip, the Reliance, and the Francis 
fchooner, hauled out of the cove preparatory to their departure. 

As a proof that ftock was not falling in its value, Mr. Palmer, the 
commiflary, fold two Cap>e cows and one fteer for 189I. fterling. 
The ftock in the colony at this time was of confiderable extent and 
value, as will appear by the following account of it, which was taken 
for the purpofc of being tranfmitted to government : 


Account of live ftock in the pofleflion of government and the civil 
and military officers of the fettlement, on the ill of September 
1796. 


Tp «bom beko^uit). 

Marta 

ind 

Horfe’. 

Cowaana 

Cow. 

Ci>vei. 

Bulla aiMi 
Bull- 
Calvea. 

Oicn. 

Sbecf. 

Coala. 

Ho(i. 

T 0 gOTcmment, 

14 

67 

.37 

46 

191 

1 1 1 

59 

Officers civil and military. 

43 

34 

37 

<s 

1310 

1176 

889 

Total of government and officers, 

57 

lOI 

74 

54 

1501 

1287 

948 

To licttlers, ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

140 

921 1 

General total, 

57 

101 

74 


'S 3 t 

J427 

1869 


The wild cattle to the weftward of the river Nepean were not in- 
cluded in this account. 

All kinds of poultry were numerous. 
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The following account of the land in cultivation was taken at the 

fame time : 


To whom belonging. 

I L«id In 
^ Cultitsboo. 1 

i 

Obferrations. 

Acre*. 


To government, 

OCTicers civil and military, 

1700 

n;2 

rBy our weaknefs in public labourers, 
j and wanting many ncceAary buildings, 
J tlie land cleared by government wu 
t unemployed this year, 
f About four fifths of wliich were at this 
b time fown witli wheat. 

Total of government and o(Hccrs> 

2872 


To fcttlers, - - - 

2547 

r Of which much timber was cut do»a 
but not burnt off. 

General total, 

S419 



It was fatisfadlory to thofe gentlemen who were now about to quit 
the colony to rcfledl that they left it not only with a profpeS of 
plenty before, it, but with ftores and granaries abundantly filled at the 
time. Of thefe, the judge-advocate and the commilTary, who had 
been in the fettlemcnt from its cftablifhment, had witneffed periods of 
diftrefs and difficulty ; but they had the gratification of feeing them 
fairly furmounted, and the probability of their ever recurring thrown 
to a very great diftance. In the houfes of individuals were to be 
found mofi of the comforts, and not a few of the lu-vurics of life- 
For thefe the ifland was indebted to the communications it had had 
with India, and other parts of the world; and the former years of 
famine, toil, and difficulty, were now exchanged for years of plenty, 
eafe, and pleafure. 
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The following ftatc of the fcttlemcnt was made up to the 31ft of 

laft month : 

Salt provifions and grain in ftore. 

Quality. To Ufl at the cftablt{hcd ration. 


Beef, 

. * 

31 

Days. 

1 

Pork, 

- 

44 

6 

Total of fait meat. 

4 

76 

0 

Peafe, 

• 

22 


Wheat, 

- 

29 

I 

Maize, ' - 

- 

4‘ 

4 

Sugar, 

- 

4 


To confume this quantity of food, there were 
viflualled at Sydney _ _ - 

2219 perfons; 

At Parramatta, 

- 

965 


At the Hawkefbury, 

- 

454 


Making a total of 

- 

3638 



There were 3*1 people off the public (lores, which, added to the 
3638 who were vidtualled, gave a general total of 3959 perfons in 
the different fcttlemcnts, of all deferiptions and ages; not including 
thofc at Norfolk Ifland, in which fettleraent were 
889 perfons ; 

to which add - 3959 perfons in New South Wales ; 

there will be found 4848 perfons under the Britilh government in 
New South Wales and its dependencies. 

A few days previous to the failing of the (hips, information was 
received of a moft inhuman murder having been perpetrated on the 

body of Williams, a fcttler’s wife, at the diftriil of the Ponds. 

A female neighbour of their’s was accufed by an accomplice of having 
committed this diabolical a£t, for the purpofe of enriching herfelf with 
the property which (he knew this unfortunate woman had in the 
houfe. She was immediately apprehended, and fcarch made for the 
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property which had been taken away. Some of this was found, and 
there was little doubt but the avenging arm of juftice would foon fall 
upon the head ol the murderer. 

On the 29th his Majefty’s Ihip Reliance, the Britannia hired tranf- 
port, and the Francis fchooner, failed from Port Jackfon. They were 
all to touch at Norfolk Illand, whence the fliips were to proceed to the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the fchooner was to return to New South 
Wales. The Britannia’s call at Norfolk Illand was for the purpofeof 
taking on board Lieutenant-governor King, who, from a longftateof 
ill health, had found himfclf compelled to apply to Governor Hunter 
for leave to return to England, to which the governor had con- 
fented. 

On board of the Reliance were the commiflary, the remainder of 
the military relief, and fuch part of the thoufand bulhels of wheat as 
the Supply did not receive. In the tranfport were Captain Paterfon; 
Lieutenants Abbott and Clephan ; one ferjeant and feventeen privates 
(invalids) of the New South Wales corps, with their wives and 
children; the judge-advocate of the fettlcment, who was charged with 
difpatches from the governor; Mr. Leeds, an affiftant-furgeon ; Tho- 
mas Clark, late a fuperintendant of convidls ; James Thorp, the mailer 
millwright ; and feveral other perfons, male and female, who had bees 
allowed a paflage to England by the. governor. 


The following were the prices of various articles, as they were fold 
at Sydney about the time the Ihipts failed, viz. 


Slock, 

Cows 80 1. 

Horfes 90 1. 

Sheep 7 1. 10 
Goats 4 I. 

TurVeys 1 1. i«. 

Geefe 1 1. i s. 
howls, full grown, 5 s. 
Duchs 5 s. 

Pnvifitns. 

Frelh pork per lb. 1 1. 3 d. 
Mutton 2 1. 


Pmijitm, 

Goat per lb. i s, 6 d. 

Kangooroo 6 d. 

Fi(h lid. 

Eggs per dozen 1 $. 

Salted pork per lb. i s. 

Salted beef, ditto, 8 d. 

Potatoes per cwt. izs. 

Ditto per Ib. 3 d. 

Flour, ditto, 7; d. 

Wheat-meal, lifted, ^Jd. 

Ditto, unfifted, 3Jd, 

Wheat per bulbel i a s. 

PmiJiM, 
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PrniJUns, 

BarlejTt per buOicI, 10 s. 

Pcafe, ditto, 7 s. 

Maize, ditto, 5 a. 

Ditto ground, ditto, 8 S. 

Cheefe per lb. 3 s. 

Butter, ditto, 3 J. 

White-wine vinegar per gallon 6 s. 

Gnctrics, 

Hyfon tea per lb. 1 1 . 4 s. 

Coffee, ditto, 1 s. 

Sugar (foft), ditto, is. 

Soap, ditto, 2 s. 

Virginia leaf-tobacco, ditto, 5 s. 

Brazil roll, ditto, 7 s. 

Black pepper, ditto, 4 s. 

Ginger, ditto, 3 s. 

Pipes per grofs 1 1 . to s. 

Wine and Spiritt, 

Red port per bottle 5 >. 

The beer mentioned in the preceding account as being made at 
Sydney was brewed from Indian corn, properly malted, and bittered 
with the leaves and (lalks of the love-apple, (Lycoperficum, a fpecies 
“of Solanum,) or, as it was more commonly called in the fettlement, 
the Cape goofeberry. Mr. Bofton found this fucceed fo well, tliat he 
erefled at feme expence a building proper for the bufinefs, and was, 
when the fliips failed, engaged in brewing beer from the abovemen- 
tioned materials, and in making foap. 

At this time the following prices were demanded and paid for 
labour and work done at Sydney and the different fettlements, viz. 

£. d. 

A carpenter for a day’s work, - - 050 

A labourer for a day’s work, - - 030 

For clearing an acre of ground, - - 300 

For breaking up an acre of ground, - - too 

332 For 


Wine and Spirits t 
Mzdeirz, per bottle, 4 %. 

Cape wine, ditto, 3 s. 

Rum, ditto, 5 >. 

Gin, ditto, 6 s. 

Porter, ditto, 2s. 

Beer made at Sydney js. 66 . 

India Goads. 

Long cloth per yard from 3 s. to 6 s. 
Callicoes, ditto, from i a. 6 d. to 2 s. 6 d. 
Mullins, ditto, from 7s. to I 2 s. 

Nankeen per piece to a. 

Coarfe printed callicoes, ditto, 1 1 , 5 s. 
Silk handkerchiefe, ditto, 12 a. 

Englijb Goods. 

Black hats from 15 s. to a 1 . 

Shoes per pair from pa. to 13 s. 

Cotton Stockings from 6 s. to 1 2 a. 
Writing paper per quire 6 a. 


Digitized by Google 



500 


ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


' £■ i- 

For threflu’ng a burtiel of wheat, - - 016 

For reaping an acre of wheat, - - 0100 

For felling an acre of timber, - - 0170 

The price of ground was from la s. to 1 1 , an acre. 

For making a pair of men’s (lioes, - - 036 

For making a pair of women’s ihoes, - 030 

For making a coat, - - - 060 

For making a gown, - - - 050 

For wafliing, three-pence for each article was paid ; and the perfoti 
who wafhed found foap, &c. If a woman w'as hired, Ihe had one 
Ihiiling and fix-pence for the day, and her meals. 

It mull here be remarked, that the mechanic and tlie labourer were 
generally contented to he paid the above prices in fuch articles as they 
or their families ftood in need of, the values of which had not as yet 
been regulated by any other authority, or guided by any other rule, 
than the will of the purchafer. 

The want at this time of fevera! public buildings in the fettlemeat 
has already been mentioned. To this want muft be added, as abfo- 
lutely nccciTary to the well-being and comfort of the fettlers and the 
profperity of the colony in general, that of a public ftore, to be opened 
on a plan, though not cxadlly the fame, yet as liberal as that of the 
Ifland of St. Flelena, where the Eaft-India Company ilFuc to their own 
fervants European and Indian goods, .at ten percent, advance on the 
prime coft. Confulering our immenfc diftance from England, a greater 
advance would he necelFtry ; and the fettlers and others would be well 
fatisfied, and think it equally liberal, to pay fifty per cent, on the prime 
coft of all goods brought from England ; for at prefent they pay never 
Icfs than one hundred, and frequently one thoufand per cent on what 
they have occalion to purchafe. It may be fuppofed that government 
would not choofe to open an account, and be concerned in the retail 
of goods ; but any individual would find it to his intereft to do this, 
particularly if aflifted by government in the freight ; and the inha- 
bitants would gladly prefer the manufaitures of their own country to 
the fweepings of the Indi.m bazars. 

The 
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IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 


sot 


The great want of men in the colony muft be fupplied as foon as 
a peace lhall take place ; but the want of refpeftable fettlers may, 
perhaps, be longer felt ; by thcfe are meant men of property, with 
whom the gentlemen of the colony could aflbeiate, and who Ihould be 
thoroughly experienced in the bufinefs of agriculture. Should fuch 
men ever arrive, the adminiftration of }uftice might aflume a lefs , 
military appearance, and the trial by juryj ever dear and moft con- 
genial to Engliflimcn, be ften in New South Wales. 

That we had not a thorough knotviedge of the coaft from Van 
Dieman’s Land as far as Botany Bay, though to be regretted, was 
not to be wondered at. As a furvey of the coaft cannot very con- 
veniently be made by any of the fhips belonging to the fettlement, 
it muft be the bufinefs of government to provide proper veflels and 
perfons for this fervice ; and it is to be hoped that we lhall not be 
much longer without a knowledge of the various ports, harbours, 
and rivers, and of the foil and productions of the country to the fouth- 
•ward of the principal fettlement. 


The Account of the English Colony of New South 
Wales muft here be clofed for a time, the writer being embarked 
in the Britannia on his return to England. On reviewing the pages 
he has written, the queftion involuntarily arifes in his mind, In 
what other colony under the Britifh government has a narrator of 
its annals had fuch circumftances to record ? No other colony was 
ever eftabliftied under fuch circumftances. He has, it is true, oc- 
cafionally had the gratification of recording the return of principle 
in fomc, whofe want of that ingredient, fo neceffary to fociety, had 
fent them thither ; but it has oftener been his talk to ftiow' the pre- 
dileCIion for immorality, perfevcrance in diftipation, and inveterate 
prcpenfity to vice, which prevailed in many others. The dilTiculty 
under fuck difadvantages of cftablifhlng the blcflings of a regular and 
civil government muft have occurred to every well-informed mind 
that has refleCfed on our fituation. The duties of a governor, of a 

1 judge- 
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judge-advocate, and of other magiftratea and civil ofiicen, could not 
be compared with thofe in other countries. From the difpofition to 
crimes and tlie incorrigible charadcrs of the major part of the colonifts, 
an odium was, from the firft, illiberally thrown upon the fetdement; 
and the word “ Botany Bay” became a term of reproach that was 
indifcriminately caft on every one who refided in New South Wales. 
But let the reproach light on thofe who have ufcd it as fuch. Thefe 
pages were written to demonftrate, that the bread of government has 
not been eaten in idlenefs by its different officers ; and that if the 
honour of having deferved well of one’s country be attainable by 
facrihcing good name, domeftic comforts, and deareft conneftions in 
her fervice, the officers of this fettlement have juftly merited that 
diflindion. 
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• COMPRISING 

Particulars of the Britannia’s Voyage to England ; 
with Remarks on the State of Norfolk Island, and 
fome Account of New Zealand, 


The Britannia faiTed from Port Jackfon, in company with his Ma- 
jefty’s thip Reliance and the Francis colonial fchooner, on the 29th 
of September. 

On the 4th of October, we had Ball Pyramid off Lord Howe’s 
Illand dilbint about five leagues, and were from that day until the 
15th, owing to light and contrary winds, before we reached Norfolk 
Ifland ; where we found his Majefty’s fhip Supply, which had been 
there feveral days. On the following morning we had communication 
with the fliore. 

The interval between the i6th and 23d was occupied in receiving 
on board the Britannia Lieutenant-governor King and his family, 
who were returning to England. On the 25th the colonial fchooner, 
which had attended for that purpofc, received Giptain King’s letters 
to Governor Hunter, and the three (hips made fail from the illand. 

During the time we were there, the weather fortunately proved ex- 
tremely favourable for communicating with the Ihore, and large quan- 
tities of Rock and grain were received on board, in addition to what 
we brought from Port Jackfon, and fufficient for a much longer paf- 
fage than we had any reafon to expert In the run to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Witli 
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With the following Particulars of the State of NORFOLK ISLAND 

to the time when the fliips left it, the Writer has been favoured 
by LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR KING, 

Court of Judicature. 

A court of criminal judicature cxifted there fimilar to that in New 
South Wales, differing only in being conapofed of five inftcad of feven 
members. No civil court, however, had been cflablifhed. 

Kumber of Inhabitants. 

The civil department confifted of a lieutenant-governor, a deputy 
judge-advocate, a deputy provoft-marflial, and deputy commiflary; a 
furgeon, a ftore-keeper, and four fubordinate officers. 

The military confifted of a company of the New South Wales 
corps. 

The fettlcrs w'crc, four fcamcn who belonged to his Majefly’s fhip 
Sirius ; fifteen marines who wxrc difeharged at the relief of that de- 
tachment; fifty-two fcttlers from among thofe whofe refpeftive terms 
of tranfportation Jiad expired ; three officers, and others who held 
ground by gnlnt or Icafc, or had purchafed allotments from fcttlers; 
fourteen from thofe whofe terms of tranfportation were unexpired, 
but who held allotments exceeding five acres. The whole number 
(cxclufivc of the officers), with their fiirailics, was about two hundred 
and forty. 

One hundred and forty-nine men, and fixty-tbree women, whofe 
terms of fentence had expired, fupported thcinfelvcs by hiring ground 
from fcttlers, working for individuals, or at their different callings, 
(fome few were employed as oveffeers,) and labouring for the public ; 
for' which they were clpilicd and fed from the ftores, and received fuch 
other encouragement as their behaviour merited. The number of 
this clafs, with their women and children, was about one hundred and 
thirty. 




Digitized by Google 



CONCLUSION. 


i°5 


Male Convict, 

TTie numbers of thefe who remained under the fentence of the law 
were as follow ; 


For life - - - 

- - 36 

From 10 to 5 years 

- - 10 

5 ‘o 3 

4 

3 to 1 

- - a6 

I year to 6 months 

- - 60 


Total - 136 


of which number fifty-feven were afligned to fettlers and others, on 
condition of being maintained by them ; the reft were occupied as 
hereafter dated ; from which it will be obvious, that no progrefs in 
cultivation for the crown could be made, as not more than thiny men 
were employed in cultivating ground for the public advantage, and 
even thefe were much interrupted by incidental work, and by attend- 
ing the artificers in carrying on the different buildings which were in- 
diQpenfablc. 

State of Cultivation. 

The ifland contains about eleven thoufand acres of ground. In the 
level parts where the earth cannot be wafhed away by the heavy rains, 
the foil varies from a rich brown mould to a light red earth, without 
any intermixture of faud. Thefe are again varied by fome extenfive 
pieces of light black mould and fine gravel, which are found to produce 
the bed wheat. The rains wliich fall during the winter months wafh 
the mould from the fides of the fteep hills into the bottoms, leaving a 
grey marly fubftancc, which will not admit of cultivation in that ftate. 
This, however, is the cafe only among the very fteep hills that arc 
cleared of timber, and have been four or five years in cultivation. 
Thofe of an eafy afeent preferve their depth of foil, and many of 
them have borne fix fucceflive crops of wheat. From the quantity of 
foil thus wafhed away from the fides of the fteep hills into the bot- 
tom, (fome of which were only a water-way between the hills,) there 
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•were level fpots of ground covered to a great depth with the rlcheft 
mould. Of the eleven thoufand acres of ground in this ifland, there 
are not two hundred that might not be cultivated to the greateft ad- 
vantage, if cleared of timber, and allowed a fufficiency of labouren, 
of cattle, and of ploughs. 

appropriation of the Land. 

The ground cleared of timber for the public ufe, and that marked 


out for the fettlers lots, comprifed one half of the illand, and was 
diftrlbuted in the following manner : 

» of Acm. 

Ground allotted to fettlers on grant or Icafe - 
Ground allotted to officers by grant, leafe, or 

3»339 

920 

permiffion - - - - 

Ground allotted to individuals of different de- 

132 

132 

fcrlptions - - - - 

Ground referved for government, and contigu- 

100 

too 

ous to the above allotments 
Ground cleared of timber, and occupied for the 

1400 


public benefit - - 

376 

37^ 

Total quantity of ground occupied as above 
Suppofed contents of the ifland, about 
Suppofed quantity of ground unoccupied, about 
Suppofed quantity of ground not cleared of 
timber _ _ _ _ 

5.^47 

11,000 

J.753 

9472 

1,328 


Moft of the ground cleared of timber was under cultivation in 1795 
and 1794, and produced above thirty-four thoufand bulhels of grain; 
but, from the fudden and effeftual check given to private induftry 
during the year 1794, and the great proportion of the labourers 
working for their own fupport aud other ways difpofed of, not more 
than a third of the government-ground, and a fifth of the ground be- 
longing to individuals, was in any ftate of cultivation during the lall 
year. That portion of the ground thus negleded became over-run 
with rank and {Irong weeds, which formed a great cover to the nu- 
merous 
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merous rats ; bcfide that the injury done to the foil by the growth of 
thefe weeds was Tcry much to be deplored. The humane attention, 
however, Ihewn to the wants of the iudullrious individual by Go- 
vernor Hunter, in diredling the maize bills to be paid, it was hoped 
would not only relieve many deferving people, but alfo revive that in- 
diiftrlous difpofition which the fettlers had in general manifefted. 

The fmall number of convids at public work, and the labour ne- 
ceflary for preparing the ground to receive wheat, did not admit of 
more than one hundred acres of wheat, and eighteen of maize being 
fown lafl year for the crown ; the produce of which had been abund- 
ant ; but the quantity was much reduced by the weeds that grew 
with it, and from an attack by lightning when in bloflbm. 

Cultivation was confined to maize, wheat, potatoes, and other gar- 
den-vegetables. The heat of the climate, occafional droughts, and 
blighting winds, rendered wheat an uncertain crop ; nor could it be 
averaged at more than eighteen buihels an acre, though fome had 
yielded twenty-five. 

Owing to the quick and conftant growth of rank weeds few indi- 
viduals could fow more wheat than was neceflary to mix with their 
maize, which hitherto had rarely exceeded five acres each family. 
Some few indeed among the fettlers, who were remarkably induf- 
trious, or who had greater advantages than others, had generally from 
five to eleven acres in wheat ; but the number of thefe was very 
fmall. 

The harvefts of maize were conftant, certain, and plentiful ; and 
two crops were generally procured in twelve months. The produce 
of one crop miglit be averaged at forty-five bufliels per acre, and 
many had yielded from feventy to eighty. 

By the ftatement before given it appears, that there were five thoo- 
fand two hundred and forty-feven acres occupied ; of which only one 
thoufand five hundred and twenty-eight were cleared of timber : that 
there alfo remained five thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three neither 
occupied nor cleared, making in the whole nine thoufand four hun- 
dred and feventy-two acres not cleared of timber. If fix thoufand of 
the nine thoufand four hundred and feventy-two acres not cleared 
could be put under cultivation in addition to the one thoufand five 
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hundred and twenty-eight already cleared of timber, its produce at one 
crop only, and allowing no more than thirty bufhels of maize to the 
acre, would be two hundred and twenty-live thouland eight hundred 
and forty bufhels of grain ; and even this might be doubled, if, as 
before faid, tliere were labourers to procure a fecond crop. 

The remaining three thoufand four hundred and feventy-two acres 
might be referved for fuel, building-timber, and other purpofes. 

From thefe data fome calculation may be made of the number of 
people that the ifland might be made to maintain. 


The following is a ftatement of the ftock belonging to government 
and individuals on the i8th Oaober 1796: 


To whom belonging. 

Cattle. 

Horfea. 



Goau. 

Swine. 

PWdlrf. 

. ! .i 

5 ! i 


•i 

1 


^ 1 Male eed 
5 I Feoule. 
u. I 

Male aoH 
Fensaie. 

M^e aal 

Fcinate. 

■y- 

A rety 
great 

abudaice. 

Government 

(odiviJu.iU 

Total 

3 

3 


2 

2 


22 

55 

318 

7X0 

4125 

3 

3 


2 

2 

4 

170 

3*3 

4835 


Esclufivc of the above (lock, five hundred and ninety-two thoufand 
four hundred and eighty pounds of fwine’s flefh and mutton had been 
expended on the ifland and exported from it ; all which were pro- 
duced from the following quantity received from November 1791 to 
Oftober 1796. 



Cattle. 

Horics. 

Afles. j 

Sheep. 

Goals, j 

Swine, j 


^ ! 

1 

4 j 

s 1 

i-r 

i i 

. u. 

V 

ji 

i 

2 

J* 1 
6 { 
u. 1 

1 ai 

1 

1 

u. 1 

^!i 


Total received 

s 

2 

1 

1 * 1 

I 1 

3 1 

’ ^ 1 

1 21 1 

1 ^ I 

1 1 

' 4 |.37 


When the fettlers were informed that payment for the maize lodged 
In the (lores in January 1 794 could not be made until orders were 
received from England, and that no more grain could be received, but 
that the purchafe of frefli pork wquld be continued, the courfc of their 
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induftry became changed, though railing grain ftill continued neceflaiy 
for rearing their ftock. 

On moll part of the nine thoufand four hundred and feventy-two 
acres not cleared of timber the trees and underwood were covered with 
fucculent herbage, which, with the fern and other foft roots, afford 
the bell food for fwine. Several individuals had taken advantage of 
this convenience, by inclofmg from ten to one hundred acres of the 
uncleared parts, into which they turned their fwine, whereof many 
had from twenty to one hundred and fifty, that required nothing more 
than a fufficiency of maize tp accuftom them to their owner’s call. 

Another refource of animal food was on Phillip Ifland, which 
abounded with the bed feed for fwine. On it were at lead three 
hundred and feventeen fwine belonging to government, which were 
unconfined, and required no other attendance than the being called 
together occaTionally by a man who redded there with his family. 
But thofc which were drd fent, and their progeny, were fo wild, that 
it was not thought an eafy matter to take them. Several large hogs 
and boars had been brought from thence which had weighed, when 
fattened, from one hundred and eighty to three hundred and fisc 
pounds. 

Salting pork in the cool months had been fucccfsfully tried ; but 
it would not anfwer in the dimmer. It was intended that the fwine 
belonging to government which could be killed during the winter 
lliould be faked down, .is a fufficiency of fait was making to anfwer 
that purpofe. 

From thefe refources it might fairly be prefumed, that if no unfore- 
feen mortality fliould attack the dock, the fettlers and other individuals 
would be able to continue fupplying the (lores with half the ration 
of animal food, and that government in the courfe of twelve months 
might furnifli the other half. And farther, that if the induftry of the 
fettlers and other individuals were encouraged by their overplus grain 
and animal food being purchafed at a fair price, the produce of the 
grounds cleared would be more than fufficient for the maintenance of 
the prefent inhabitants, three hundred and thirty-feven of whom fup- 
ported themfelvcs without any expence to the crown : and this might 
be further fccured, if cattle and fheep could be fent there, as the 
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former were much wanted for labour, and the latter for a change of 
food ; for it is certain that flicep breed there as well as in any part of 
the vrorld, and have not as yet been fubjc£l to the difterapers common 
to that kind of ftock. The Bengal ewes yean twice in the thirteen 
montlis, and have commonly two, often three, and fometimes four 
Iambs at a yeaning ; and thefe have increafed fo much, by being 
eroded with the Cape ram, that a lamb fix weeks old is now as large 
as one of the old ewes. 

'I'hc goats too are extremely prolific, and generally breed thrice in 
the year, having commonly from two to four kids at a time. 

Any number of fheep and goats, and a large quantity of cattle 
might be bred here, as the cleared ground affords the beft of pafture 
for thofc fpecies of flock. But it will be a long time before the pre- 
fent flock will be of much tife, unlefs more are fent thither. 

7'he want of artificers of all deferiptions, and the fcarcity of la- 
bourers at public work, much retarded the conAruillon of a number 
of ncceflary buildings. The ifland pofTcired the beft of ftone, lime, 
» and timber ; but, unfortunately, there never had been but one mafon 
(a marine fettler) on the illand. 

At Cafeade Bay a great advantage had been obtained in the con- 
ftruiflion of a very ftrong wharf, one hundred and twenty-fix feet 
long, which conneds the fhore with the .landing rock. At the end 
of it is a fsvinging crane and capftern, by which boats are loaded and 
unloaded with the heavieft articles j and in bad weather are hoifled up 
with perfed fafety. 

Near this wharf, a large florehoule, and barracks for the guard, are 
built. One of the great advantages attending this work is, that no 
ylfk need be run by (hips keeping in Sydney Bay, as the landing is 
generally good at Cafeade Bay, when it becomes in the leaf! degree 
hazardous at the former place. And here it may be noticed, that no 
cafualty by boats had happened ftnee the lieutenant-governor’s arrival 
in lyqr. ' 

The utility of a wcll-conftruded water-mill is fufEciently obvious. 
From an addition of three feet to the height of the dam, it ground 
twenty bufhels of wheat daily ; which had removed the great incon- 
venience of every man being obliged to grind his own ration before 

it 
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it could be drefled. The abundance of mill-ftones, and the quantity 
of wood fit for millwrights’ work, with the convenient fituation of the 
different dreams, will admit of any number of water-mills being 
eredted. 

Two well-finilhed wind-mills had alfo been ereOed by fettlers, 
which anfwered extremely well. 

Not more than ten fettlers had been able to eredk dwellings better 
than log-huts, which are neither warm nor durable. Better, indeed, 
could hardly be cxpcdled, when it was confidcrcd how much their 
labour and attention muft have been employed in raifing food for 
their families, and in procuring fuch articles of accommodation as they 
needed. Many, however, of this as well as of other defcriptions 
were building comfortable framed and weather-boarded habitations at 
their own expence. 

Of fchools there were two, viz. one for young children, who were 
inftrudtcd by a woman of good charadter ; and the other kept by a man, 
who taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, for which he was well 
qualified, and was very attentive. A third inftitution on a permanent 
footing was added, for the Reception of fuch orphan female children 
as had loft or been defected by their parents. Moft of thefe were of 
fuch an age as to require a ftridt hand and careful eye over them. 
Unfortunately they, as well as the other children, were defticute of 
every article of clothing, except fuch as the ftore afforded, which was 
by no means calculated for children in that warm climate. By the 
application of fines impofed for breaches of the peace, &c. and a fub- 
feription raifed among the officers, the orphan children had for feme 
lime paft been clothed, and about twenty-eight pounds remained to be 
applied in the fame manner. 


Hours 
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Hours of Labour. 


To explain this article, it will be neceflary to Rate the different 
deferiptions that compofe the inhabitants ; to do which in a petfpi- 
cuous form the following claflification has been adopted : 


CUfr 

1 Dcfcription. 

Nunbeti. 

By vboai 

rft. 

Civil and military, - • • 

«3 

1 goTcrnincnt 


1 Settlers, by grant or Icafe, and freemen who are 




( under-tenants to tlie fettlcr, 

104 

labour. 

ad. 

j Freemen who are hired by the year, &c. or who hire 




themfelves out daily, ... 

>38 1 

ditto. 


1 Convitifs who are taken off the (lores by officers, &e. 

S 

ditto. 

3 d. 

\ Ditto afHgncd to oflicer5» 

67 

gOTerntneot 


^ r Ditto employed as overfeer*, artificers, watchmen, &c. 

1 



1 for the public benefit, many of whom are invalids. 

106 

ditto. 

4tn, 

) Ditto cultivating ground for the public ufe, and other 




L incidental work, - - - 

30 

ditto. 


Total males, 

533 



f Women belonging to civil and military, and at public 



5‘b, 

< labour, - . - . 

40 

ditto. 


^ Ditto, who belong to the fecond clafs of men. 

ti$ 

labour. 


f Children belonging to the fird and fourth clafTcS) 

116 

govemoKOt* 


P Ditto to the fecond and third claffes, - 

73 

labour. 


Total females and children, 

3S4 



From the foregoing ftatement it appears, that not more than one 
hundred and thirty-fix men, compofing the fourth clafs, arc employed ■ 

in carrying on public work, of which number only twenty-eight can I 

be employed (when other works of public neceffity do not intervene) j 

in raifing grain, &c. without cxpence to the crown, for the firll, j 
third, fourth, and a part of the fifth and fixth clafles ; making together 
four hundred and forty-two perfons. I 

Thofe of the fourth clafs who labour as carpenters, fawyers, black- j 

fmiths, &c. work from daylight till eight o’clock ; from nine till | 

noon ; and from two in the afternoon till fun-fet ; and as long as ihcr 

do i 
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ilo their work properly, they have Fridays and Saturdays to them- 
felves, which they employ in working at their grounds, or in building, 
, &c. for fettlers and others who can employ them. As thofe works 
are in fadt of a private nature, although in the end they become more 
or lefs of public utility, the artificers are indulged with the ufe of 
government-tools and fuch materials as can be fpared. 

Thofe employed in cultivation, and other incidental labour, for the 
public benefit, work at all feafons from daylight until one o’clock, 
which is found much more advifable than difperfing them at the 
hours for meals, and colledling them again to refume their labour. 
As very few of this dcfcription have any perfons to drefs their meal, 
or grind their maize, they have by this management a great part of 
the day at their own difpofal ; and from the atft of September to the 
2 1 ft of February no public work is done on Saturdays. Thofe of this 
dcfcription who arc induftrious employ a great part of their leifure 
time in cultivating pieces of ground for their own ufe, or labouring 
for others. 

The fecond and a part of the fifth and fixth clafles, making together 
three hundred and thirty-one perfons, fupport themfelves by the pro- 
duce of their labour without dxpence to the crown ; as the clothing 
with which they and the fettlers are occafionally furniftied from the 
ftores is paid for in grain or ftock. 

Ordinary Price of Labour, 

To a convidf taken off the ftores by an officer or fcttler, from 5 1 . to 
6 1 . per annum. 

To a freeman hired by the year, victualled and clothed, from 10 1 . 
to 12 1. per annum. 

A day’s work for a labourer, with vifluals, is 3 s. ; without, 5 s. 

Cutting down and burning off an acre of wood, 2 1 . 

Ditto - ditto - an acre of weeds^ 1 1 . los. 

Threfliing one bufticl of wheat, 10 lbs. ; equal to 1 s. 8 d. 

Other works are in proportion. The mode of payment for labour is 
various, and depends entirely on the employer’s circumftances ; but it 
is in general made by what arifes from the grain or frefli pork put 

3 u into 


Digitized by Google 



CONCLUSION. 

into the ftores by fettlers, &c. ; fometimes (but very rarely) in caQi j 
and often by equal labour, or by produce, which is rated as under- 
ncath. 

And, in order to prevent difputes rcfpeding the payment, thefe 
agreements, as well as all otlicra, are entered in a book kept by a 
perfon for that purpofe, and properly witnefled. 

Average prices of provifions raifed on the ifland, either for fale, for 
barter, or in payment for labour. 

PLENTIFUL ARTICLES. 

Frefh pork 6 d, per lb. 

Pickled ditto 8 d. 

Wheat from ys. 6d. to los. per bulhel. 

Maize from is. 6 d. to 5 s. 

Potatoes from i s. to 3 s. 6 d. per cwt. 

Full-grown fowls from 6 d. to i s. each. 

Ditto ducks lod. to is. 3d. each. 

Ditto turkeys 7 s. 6 d. each. 

SCARCE ARTICLES. 

Geefe 10 s. each. 

Female goats 8 I. each. 

Goats’ flefli or mutton to government 9 d. per lb. 

Ditto to individuals i s. 6 d. ditto. 

N. B. When the latter is taken into the (lores for the fick, it is 
ilTued as five pounds of mutton for feven pounds of fait beef (lopped 
in the (lores; by which method government does not pay more lion 
fix-pence per pound as for fre(h pork. 
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Account of grain railed by tbofe employed in cultivating ground for 
the public ufe ; and that raifed by officers, fettlers, and others, on 
Norfolk Ifland, from the 6th of March 1788 (when it was firft 
fettled) to October 1796. 


Year. 

By whom riifed. 

Q^titr of nuite 
and wheat in 
baflidj. 

Bufiieli of nuisc 
•od wheat par- 
chafed from in. 
dividua]* fvr ike 
pabSic oCl 

From March 1788 to May 1789, 

1 

■ government, 
imUviduals, 

46 

10 


May 1789 to May 1790, 

1 

'government, 

individuals, 

0 0 


The lieutenant-governor was abfent 
this year. 




From May 1791 to May 1792, 

] 

■ government, 
individuals, 

i 588 

391 

4» 

May 1791 to May 1793, 


‘ gorernment, 
individuals, 

4549 

6900 

351 ol 

May 1793 to May 1794, 

■ 

‘ government, 
individuals, 

6000 

28,676 

11,688 

May 1794 to May lypj. 

■ 

‘government, 

individuals. 

3300 

14,000 

cone. 

May 1793 to May 1796, 

1 

‘government, 

individuals, 

1803 

11,500 

389 


Account of births and deaths from November 12th, 1791, to Sep- 
tember 31ft, 1796. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

cifil. 

Military. 

Coavifta. 

Tml. 

CifU. 

Military. 

Cenvtdli. 

Ckildrm. 

Total. 

10 

3 

178 

191 

I 

4 

94 

3 * 

■37 


302 


From 
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I 

month 

to 2 yean 

38 have died. 

Teething, 

23 hare died. 

2 

years 

to 18 

2 

Dyfemery, • 

4 S 

18 

to 30 

36 

Cholera morbus i, obUU 


30 


to 4 S 

30 

pation I, 

2 

4 J 


to 65 

3 ' 

Feverg 7, confumptions 8, 

*5 


— 

Debility, 

22 



Total 

137 

Lucs venerea, - 

S 




Dropfy 3, putrid fore 






throat 1, - 

4 


Coiivulfions and epilcpfjr, 4 
Surfeit 2, fcalded I, abfeefs 
and canker 2, - { 

Eruptiont, fcald head, and 
mortiricationi, - 3 

Iliac paflion, - • i 

Shot 1, cafualtiet 2, exe- 
cuted 1, fuicide 2, - 6 

• Ophthalmia, . - - 2 

' Total 137 

State of the Flax MartufaSorj. 

Not more than nine men and nine women can be employed in 
preparing and manufaduring the flax, which barely keeps them in 
pradice. There is only one loom on the ifland, and the flay or reed 
is defigned for coarfe canvas j nor do they poflTefs a Angle tool required 
by flax-dreflfers or weavers, beyond the poor fubflitutes which they arc 
obliged to fabricate thcmfclves. If there were introduced proper flays 
or reeds, brufhes, and other articles indifpenfably neceflfary for flax- 
dreffing and weaving, with more people to work the flax and a greater 
number of weavers, this ifland would foon require very little ailiftance 
in clothing the convids ; but, for the want of thefe necelTary articles, 
the only cloth that can be made is a canvas fomething finer than 
No. 7, which is thought to be equally ftrong and durable as that 
made from European flax. 

This ufeful plant needs no cultivation. An experiment has been 
made to cultivate it, and anfwered extremely well ; but the produce 
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■was not fo much fuperior to that growing in a natural ftate as to 
make it advifable to beftow any pains on its culture. 

Before the arrival of the two New Zealanders in May 1 793, no 
effedtual progrefs had been made in its manufadlurc ; nor was it with- 
out much intreaty that our vifitors were induced to furnifli the in- 
formation we required. And indeed, as this work is principally per- 
formed by the women in New Zealand, our friends were by no means 
competent to give us the fullcft inftrudions. Sufficient, however, was 
obtained from them to improve upon. Since that time thofe women 
that could be fpared from other work, not exceeding from fix to 
twelve, had been employed in preparing the flax ; and a flax-dreffer, 
weaver, and three other afliflants, in manufa£luring it into canvas, 
rope. See. 

When the leaves are gathered, the hard ftalk running through the 
centre is taken out with the thumb-nail ; and the red edges of the leaf 
are alfo ftripped off. The two parts are then feparated In the middle, 
making four flips of about three-quarters of an inch wide, and the 
length of from eighteen inches to three or four feet. Thefe flips arc 
cut acrofs the centre with a mufcle-fhcll, but not fo deep as to feparate 
the fibres, which is the flax. The flips thus prepared are held in the 
left hand, with the thumb refling on the upper part of the flip juft 
above the cut. The mufcle-lhell held in the right hand is placed on 
the upper part juft below the cut, with the thumb refting on the 
upper part. The fhell is drawn to the end of the flip, which feparates 
the vegetable covering from the flaxen filaments. The flip is then 
trimmed, and the fame operation is performed on the remaining part, 
which leaves the fla.x entire. If it be defigned for fifhing-lines, or 
other coarfe work, nothing more is done to it ; but if intended for 
cloth, it is twlfted and beaten for a confiderable time in a clear ftream 
of water ; and when dried, twifted into fuch threads as the work re- 
quires. It has been before obferved, that the New Zealand inftru(flors 
were not very converfant in the mode of preparing the flax ; but on 
what was learnt from them it was our bufinefs to improve. Inflead of 
working it as loon as gathered, our people found it work better for 
being placed in a heap in a clofe room for five days or a week, after 
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■which It became fofter .ind pleafanter to work. They sdlb found it 
calicr, and more expeditious, to ferape the vegetable covering from 
the fibres, which is done with three ftrokes of a knife. It is then’ 
twilled, and put into a tub of water, where it remains until the day’s 
work is finiOicd. The day following it is wafhed and beaten in i 
ninniug dream. When fufficiently beaten it is dried, and needs no 
other preparation, until it is hackled and fpim into yarn for weaving. 

The numbers employed at this work were as follow : 

Invalids gathering the flax ~ ~ 3 » 

Preparing it - - - - 7 women ; 

Heating and waflting it - - 3 who are invalids; 

Flax-drefTer - - - - i 

.“vpinners - - - - 2 women ; 

Weaver and aflidant - - 2 men ; 

Total - 18; 

by whofe weekly labour fixtecn yards of canvas of the fire of 
No. 7 was made. It is to be remarked, that the women, and moll of 
the men, could be employed at no other work ; and that the labour of 
manuring and cultivating the ground; the lofe of other crops ; the 
many procefTes ufed in manufaiduring the European hemp, and the 
accidents to which it is liable during its growth, are all, by uling this 
flax, avoided, as it needs no cultivation, and grows in diffident abun- 
dance on all the cliffs of tlie ifland (where nothing elfe will grow) to 
give conllant employment to five hundred people. Indeed, fhould ‘it 
be thought an objedl, any quantity of canvas, rope, or linen, might be 
made there, provided there were men and women, weavers, flax- 
dreflers, fpinners, and roj>e-makers, with the neceffary tools; but 
deflitute as our people were of thefe aids, all that could be done was 
to keep in employ the few that could be fpared from other eflentiil 
work. If a machine could be conftruded to feparate the vegetable 
covering from the flaxen filaments, any quantity of this ufeful article 
might be prepared with great expedition. 

The 
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The New Zealanders mentioned in the preceding account of the 
Flax Manufaflcry at Norfolk Ifland, remained, as has been al- 
ready Ibewn, fix months at that fettlcment. As they refided at 
the Lieutenant-governor’s, and under his conftant obfervation, 
fome information refpeQing NEW ZEALAND, and its inhabitants, 
was procured, which was obligingly communicated by Governor 
King, in fubHance as follows : 

Hoo-doo Co-co-ty To-wa-ma-how-ey is about twenty-four years of 
age; five feet eight inches high; of an athletic make; his features 
like thofe of an European, and very interefling. He is of the diflrl£l 
of Teer-a-witte, which, by the chart of Too-gee the other New Zeal- 
ander, is a difiridi of the fame name, but does not lie fo far to the 
fouthward as the part of Eia-hei-no-mawe, called Teer-a-witte by Cap- 
tain Cook ; for we are certain that Too-gee’s refidence is about the 
Bay of lllands ; and they both agree that the diftance between their 
dwellings is only two days journey by land, and one day by water *. 
That part called by Captain Cook Teer-a-witte is at a very confider- 
able diftance from the Bay of Iflands. 

Hoo-doo Is nearly related to Po-vo-reek, who is the principal chief 
of Teer-a-whte. He had two wives and one child, about whofe fafety 
he feemed very apprehenfive ; and almoft every evening at the clofe of 
the day, he, as well as Too-gee, lamented their feparation in a fort of 
half-crying and half-fmging, expreffive of grief, and which was at 
times very affedling. 

Too-gee Te-ter-re-nu-e WarrI-pc-do is of the fame age as Hoo- 
doo ; but about three inches Ihorter ; he is ftout and well made, and 
like Hoo-doo of an olive complexion, with ftrong black hair. Both 
are tattowed on the hips, Too-gec’s features are rather handfome and 

• Sinc€ the return of the Fancy from New Zealand, it appears that Too-gee *s refidence 
U at Doubtlefs in which place the Fancy anchored, and Too-gee witli his wife went 
on board i but he ftid that he would not return to Norfolk Ifland until Lieutenant-go- 
vernor King came to fetch him. Two tads, at Too -gee’s recommendation, were going 
thither; but as they became fea-fick were fet on Ihore again. Hoo-doo’s refidence muft 
be between the Bay of Iflands and Doubtlefs Bay, according to the information given by 
Too'gee to the mafter of the Fan:y. 

' intcrefting ; 
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intcrcfting ; his nofc is aquiline, and he has good teeth. He is a na- 
tive of the diftridl of Ho-do-doe, (which is in Doubtlefs Bay,) of 
which diftritfl Too-gec's father is the Etang-a-roah, or chief prieftj 
and to that office the fon fuccceds on his fatlicr’s death. Befide his 
father, who is a very old man, he has left a wile and child ; about all 
of whom he is very anxious and uneafy, as well as about the chief, 
(Moo-de-wy,) whom he reprefents as a very worthy charadfer. -Too-gee 
has a decided preference to Hoo-doo both in difpofition and manners; 
although the latter is not wanting in a certain degree of good-nature, 
but he can at times be very much of the fivage. Hoo-doo, like a true 
patriot, thinks there is no country, peoj)le, nor cuftoras, equal to his 
own ; on which account he is much lefs curious as to what he fees 
about him than his companion Too-gee, who has the happy art of 
infmu.ating himfelf into every perfon’s efleem. Except at times, when 
he is lamenting the .ibfence of his family and friends, he is cheerful, 
often facetious, and very intelligent. And were it not for the different 
difpofition of Hoo-doo, the mod favourable opinion might be formed 
of the New Zealanders in general. It is not, however, meant to be hid, 
that if Too-gee were not prefent, an indifferent opinion would have been 
formed of Hoo-doo; on the contrary, the manners and difpofition of 
the latter arc far more pleafing than could have been expeded to be 
found in a native of that country. 

At the time they were taken from New Zealand, Too-gee was on a 
vifit to Hoo-doo ; and the mode of their capture was thus related by 
them*: The Da;dalus appeared in fight of Hoo-doo's habitation in 
the afternoon, and was fecn the next morning, but at a great diilance 
from the main land. Altliough the was near two iflands which are 
inhabited, and which Too-gee in his chart calls Ko-mootu-Kovva, and 
Opan-a-ke, curiofity, and the hopes of getting fome iron, induced Po- 
voreek the chief, Too-gee, and Hoo-doo, with his brother, one of his 
wives, and the prlell, to launch their canoes. They went firft to the 
largcft of the two iflands, where they were joined by Tee-ah-wor-rack, 
the chief of the llland, by Komootookowa, who is Hoo-doo’s father- 
in-law, and by the fon of that chief who governs the fmaller IHand, 

• This account has fince been corroberated by Lieutenant Kanfon. 
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called Opan-a-ke. Thejr were fome time about the fltip before the 
canoe in which were Too-gee and Hoo-doo ventured alongfide, when 
a number of iron tools and other articles were given into the canoe. 
The agent. Lieutenant Hanfon, (of whofe kindnefs they fpeak in the 
higheft terms,) invited and prelTed them to go on board, with which 
Too-gee and Hoo-doo were anxious to comply immediately, but were 
prevented by the perfuafion of their countrymen. At length they 
went on board, and, according to their own expreflion, they were 
blinded by the curious things they faw. Lieutenant Hanfon prevailed 
on them to go below, where they ate fome meat. At this time the 
(hip made fail. One of them faw the canoes adern ; and when they 
perceived that the Ihip was leaving them, they both became frantic 
with grief, and broke the cabin windows with an intention of leaping 
overboard, but were prevented. While thofe in the canoes remained 
within hearing, they advifed Povoreek to make the bed of his way 
home, for fear that he alfo (hould be taken. 

For fome time after their arrival at Norfolk Ifland they were very 
fullen, and as anxioudy avoided giving any Information refpefting 
the flax, as our people were defirous of obtaining it. The appre- 
henfion of being obliged to work at it was afterwards found to have 
been a principal reafon for their not complying' fo readily as was 
expefted. By kind treatment, however, and indulgence in their own 
inclinations, they foon began to be more fociable. They were then 
given to underfland the fituation and fliort diftance of New Zealand 
from Norfolk Ifland, and were aflTured that as foon as they had taught 
our women “ emou-ka ea-ra-ka-ke,” (/'. e.) to work the flax, they 
Ihould be fent home again. On this promife they readily confented to 
give all the information they poflefled, and which turned out to be 
very little. This operation was found to be among them the peculiar 
province of the women ; and as Hoo-doo was a warrior, and Too-gee 
a prieft, they gave the governor to underlland that drefling of flax 
never made any part of their (ludies. 

When they began to'underftand each otherj Too-gee was not only 
very inquifitive refpeding England, &c. (the fituation of which, as 
well as that of New Zealand, Norfolk Ifland, and Port Jackfon, he 
well knew how to find by means of a coloured general chart) ; but 
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was allb very communicative refpefliog his own country. Perceiving 
he was not thoroughly underAood, he delineated a {ketch of New 
Zealand with chalk on the floor of a room fet apart for that purpofe. 
From a comparifon which Governor King made with Captain Cook’s 
plan cf thofe iflands, a fuflicient fimilitude to the form of the 
northern ifland was difcoverable to render this attempt an objed of 
curiofity ; and Too-gee was perfuaded to deferibe his delineation on 
paper. This being done with a pencil, corredions and additions were 
occafionally made by him, in the courfe of difierent converfations j 
and the names of diflrids and other remarks were written from his 
information during the fix months he remained there. According 
to Too-gee’s chart and information, Ea-hei-no-maue, the place of his 
refidence, and the northern ifland of New 2^aland, is divided into 
eight diflrids governed by their refpedive chiefs, and others who are ■ 
fubordinate to them. The largeft of thofe diftrids is T’Souduckey, 
the inhabitants of which are in a conllant Hate of warfare with the 
other tribes, in which they arc fometimes joined by the people of 
Moo-doo When-u-a, Tettua Whoo-doo, and Wangaroaj but thefe tribes 
arc oftener united with thofe of Choke-han-ga, Teer-a-witte, and Ho- 
do-doc againfl T’Souduckey (the bounds of which diftrid Governor 
King inclines to think is from about Captain Cook’s Mount Egmont, 
to Cape Runaway). They are not, however, without long intervals 
of peace, at which times they vifit, and carry on a traflic for flax and 
the green talc-llone, of which latter they make axes and ornaments. 
Too-gee obftinately denied that the whole of the New Zealanders 
were canibals * ; it was not without much difficulty that he could 
be perfuaded to enter on the fubjed, or to pay the leaft attention to 
it ; and whenever au inquiry was made, he expreffed the greateft 
horror at the idea. A few weeks after, he was brought to own, that 
all the inhabitants of Poo-nam-moo (t. e. the fouthern ifland) and 
thofe of T’Souduckey ate the enemies whom they took in battle, 
which Hoo-doo corroborated, for his father was killed and eaten by 
the T’Souduckey people. “ Notwithflanding the general probity of 

• During the Fancy’s (lay In the river Thames, tliey had many and almoU daily proofs 
cf Toc-gec’s want of veracity on this head. 
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“ our vlfitors, particularly Too-gee, (fays Captain King,) I am inclined 
“ to think that horrible banquet is general through both iflands.” 
Too-gee defcribed a large frefh- water river on the weft fide of 
Ea-hei-no-niaue ; but he faid it was a bar river, and not navigable 
for larger veffels than the war canoes. The river, and the diftridl 
around it, is called Cho-ke-han-ga. The chief, whofe name is 
To-ko-ha, lives about half-way up on the north fide of the river. 
The country he ftated to be covered with pine-trees of an immenfc 
fize. Captain King fays, that he made Too-gee obferve, that Captain 
Cook did not in his voyage notice any river on the weft fide, although 
he coafted along very near the fhore. On this Too-gee afked with much 
earneftnefs, if Captain Cook had fecn an ifland covered with birds. 
Gannet Ifland being pointed out, he immediately fi.xcd on Albatrofs 
Point as the fituntion of the river, which Captain Cook’s account 
feems to favour, who fays, ‘ On the north fide of this point (Albatrofs) 
‘ the fliore forms a bay, in which there appears to be anchorage and 
‘ ftielter for ftiipping.’ Governor King on this fubjedt remarks as fol- 
lows : “ The probable fituation of this river (if there be one) being 
“ thus far afeertaiued, leads me to fuppofe, that the diftridt of 
“ TSouduckey extends from Cape Runaway on the eaft fide, to Cape 
“ Egmont on the weft, and is bounded by Cook’s Strait on the fouth 
“ fide, which is nearly one half of the northern ifland. Of the river 
“ TTiames I could not obtain any fatisfadlory account ; but I have 
** great reafon to fuppofe, that the river he has marked in the diftriA 
of Wonga-ro-ah is the Thames. Too-gee’s refidence appears to be 
on the north fide of the Bay of Iflands, in the diftridt called by him 
“ Ho-do-do, which he fays contains about a thoufand fighting men, 
“ and is fubjedl to the following chiefs ; /. e. Te-wy-te-wye, Wy- 
“ to-ah. Moo-de-wye, Wa-way, To-mo-co-mo-co, Pock-a-roo, and 
“ Tee-koo-ra, the latter of whom is the principal chief’s fon. The 
“ fubordinate diftindlions of perfons at New Zealand are as follow ; 
“ [We are told, that the inferior clalTcs are pcrfcdfly fubordinate to 
“ their fuperiors ; and fuch I fuppofe to be the cafe by the great de- 
“ ference always paid by Too-gee to Hoo-doo.] 

“ Etang-a-tcda Eti-ket-ti-ca, a principal chief, or man in very great 
“ authority. His fuperior confequence is fignified by a repetition 
“ of the word eti-ket-ti-ca. This title appears hereditary. 

3x2 “ Etanga- 
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“ Etanga-roah, or E-ta-hon-ga, a prieft, whofe authority in many 
“ cafes is equal, and in fomc fuperior to the etiketica. 

“ Etanga-teda Epo-di, a fubordinate chief or gentleman. 

“ Ta-ha-ne Emo-ki, a labouring man. 

Refpedling the cudoms and manners of thefe people, the governor 
favoured the writer with the following particulars : 

“ The New Zealanders inter their dead ; they alfo believe that the 
“ third day after the interment the heart feparates itfelf from the corpfe j 
” and that this feparation is announced by a gentle breeze of wind, 
“ which gives warning of its approach to an inferior Ea-tooa (or di- 
“ nity) that hovers over the grave, and who carries it to the clouds. 
“ In his chart Too-gee has marked an imaginary road which goes 
“ the lengthways of Ea-hei- no-maue, viz. from Cook’s Strait to the 
“ North Cape, which Too-gee calls Terry-inga. While the foul is 
“ received by the good Ea-tooa, an evil fpirit is alfo in readinefs to 
“ carry the impure part of the corpfe to the above road, along which 
“ it is carried to Terry-inga, whence it is precipitated into the fea. 

“ Suicide is very common among the New Zealanders, and this 
“ they often commit by hanging themfelves on the flighted occaflons ; 
“ thus a woman who has been beaten by her hufband will perhaps 
“ hang herfelf immediately. In this mode of putting an end to their 
“ exidence, both our vifitors feemed to be perfect adepts, having often 
“ threatened to bang themfelves, and fometimes made very ferious 

promifes of putting it into execution if they were not font to their 
“ own country. As thefe threats, however, were ufed in their 
“ gloomy moments, they were foon laughed out of them. 

“ It could not be difeovered that they have any other dividon of 
“ time than the revolution of the moon, until the number amounted 
“ to one hundred, which they term “ Ta-iee E-tow,” /. e. one Etow 
“ or hundred moons ; and it is thus they count their age, and calcu- 
“ late all other events. 

“ Hoo-doo and Too-gee both agreed that a great quantity of ma- 
“ nufa£tured flax might be obtained for trifles \ fuch as axes, chiflels, 

* This circumnance all the people belonging to the Fancy fully confirmed; for 
during the three months that veflel lay in the Tlumes, they replaced all their ronoing- 
rigging by ropes made of the flax-plant. 
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“ &CC . ; and fald, that in moft |)Iaccs the flax grows naturally in great 
“ quantities ; in other parts it is cultivated by feparating the roots, 
“ and planting them out, three in one hole, at the diflance of a foot 
" from each other. They give a decided preference to the flax-plant 
“ that grows here, both for quantity and fize. 

“ It may be expeded (fays Governor King) that after a fix 
“ months acquaintance between us and the two New Zealanders, 
“ we (hould not be ignorant of each other’s language. Myfelf and 
“ fome of the ofliccrs (who were fo kind as to communicate the ob- 
“ fervations they obtained from our vifitors) could make our ideas 
“ known, and tolerably well underftood by them. They too, by 
“ intermixing what Englilh words they knew with what we knew of 
“ their language, could make themfelves fufficiently underftood by us. 
“ During the time they were with us I did not polTefs any account 
“ of Captain Cook’s voyages ; but fince their departure, I find from 
** his firft voyage, that it has great fimilitude to the general language 
“ fpoken in thole feas. The vocabulary which I have appended to 
“ thefe memoranda was collefled by myfelf and the furgeon, and is, I 
“ believe, very correA, particularly the numerals. Much other infor- 
mation was given us by our two friends; but as it may be liable to 
“ great errors, I fbrbeat repeating it.” 

It has been already faid *, that Governor King went himfelf to Ncw 
Zealand to return Hoo-doo and Too-gee to their country and friends. 
The following are the governor’s remarks on his voyage thither : 

“ Having rounded the north cape of New Zealand on the I2th of 
“ November 1793, the fourth day after leaving Norfolk, we faw a 
“ number of houfes and a fmall hippah on an ifland which lies off 
“ the north cape, and called by Too-gee, Moo-de Moo-too. Soon 
“ after we opened a very confiderable hippah or fortified place, 
“ fituatetl on a- high round hill, juft within the cape, whence fix 
“ large canoes were feen coming toward the fhip. As foon as they 
“ came within hail, Too-gee was known by thofe in the canoes, 
“ which were foon increafed to feven, with upwards of twenty men 
“ in each. They came> alongfide without any intreaty, and thofe 
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“ who came on board were much rejoiced to meet with Too-gee, 
“ whofc firft and ?arneft inquiries were after his family and chief. 
“ On thofe heads he received the moft fatisfadory intelligence from 
“ a woman, who, as he informed us, was a near relation of his 
“ mother. His father and chief were ftill ineonfolable for his lofs ; 
“ the latter (whom Too-gee always mentioned in the moft refpcdlful 
“ manner) had been about a fortnight paft on a vifit to the chief of 
“ the hippah above mentioned, where he remained four days ; and 
“ Te-w'y-te-wye, the principal chief of Too-gec’s diftriS, was daily 
“ expeded. With this information he was much pleafed. It was 
“ remarked, that although there were upward of a hundred New 
“ Zealanders on board and alonglide, yet Too-gee confined his carefles 
“ and converfation to his mother’s relation, and one or two chiefs, 
“ who were diftinguilhcd by the marks (a-mo-ko) on their faces, and 
“ by the refpe^lful behaviour which was ftiewn them by the emokis 
“ (/. e. the working men) who paddled the canoes, and who at times 
“ were beaten moft unmercifully by the chiefs. To thofe who by 
“ Too-gee’s account were epodis (fubaltern chiefs), and well known 
“ to him, I gave fome chiflels, hand-axes, and other articles equally 
“ acceptable. A traffic foon commenced. Pieces of old iron hoop 
“ were given in exchange for abundance of manufactured flax, cloth, 
“ patoo-patoos, fpears, talc ornaments, paddles, tiffi-hooks, and lines. 
“ At feven in the evening they left us, and we made fail with a light 
“ breeze at weft, intending to run for the Bay of Iflands, (which we 
“ underftood was Too-gee’s refidence,) and from which we were 
“ twenty-four leagues diftant. At nine o’clock a canoe with four men 
“ came alongfide, and jumped on board without any fear. The mafter 
“ of the Britannia being defirous to obtain their canoe, the bargain 
“ was foon concluded, (with Too-gee’s affiftance,) much to the fatif- 
“ faction of the proprietors, who did not difeover the leaft reluCIance 
“ at fleeping oU board, and being carried to a diftance from their 
“ homes. Our new guefts very fatisfadorily corroborated all the cir- 
“ cumftances that Too-gee had heard before. After fupper Too-gee 
“ and Hoo-doo aflted the ftrangers for the news of their country fmee 
“ they had been taken away. This was complied with by the four 
“ ftrangers, who began a fong, in which each of them took a part, 
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“ fomedmes ufing fierce and favage geftures, and at other times fmk- 
“ kig their voices, according to the different paffages or events that 
“ they were relating. Hoo-doo, who was paying great attention to 
“ the fubjedi of their fong, fuddenly burft into tears, occafioned by an 
“ account which they were giving of the T’Souduckey tribe having 
“ made an irruption on Teer-a-wittc, (Hoo-doo’s diftridl,) and killed 
“ the chief’s fon with thirty warriors. He was too much affefted to 
“ hear more ; but retired into a corner of the cabin, where he gave 
“ vent to his grief, which was only interrupted by his threats of 
“ revenge. 

“ Owing to cahn weather, little progrefs was made during the 
“ night. At daylight on the 13th, a number of canoes were feea 
“ coming from the hippah ; in the larged of which was thirty-fix 
“ men and a chief, who was danding up making fignals with great 
“ eamednefs. On his coming alongfide, Too-gee recognifed the chief 
to be Ko-to-ko-ke, who is the etiketica, or principal chief of the 
“■ hippah whence the boats had -come the preceding evening. The 
“ old chief, who appeared to be about feventy years of age, had nor 
“ a vifible feature, the whole of his face being tattowed with fpiral 
lines. At his coming on board he embraced Too-gec with great 
“ affcdlion ; Too-gee then introduced me to him ; and after the 
“ ceremony of “ ehong-i,” (/. e. joining nofes,) he took off his 
“ ah-a-how, or mantle, and put it on my diouldcrs. In return- 
“ I gave him a mantle made of green baize, and decorated with 
“ broad arrows. Soon after fet?en, other canoes, with upwards of 
“ twenty men and women in. each, came alongfide. At Too-gee’s 
“ delire the poop was “ eta-boo,” t. e. all accefs to it by any others 
“ than the old chief forbidden. Not long before Ko-to-ko-ke came 
“ on board, I alkcd Too-gec and Hoo-doo if they would return to 
“ Norfolk Illand or land at Moo-dec When-u-a in cafe the calm con- 
“ tinned, or the wind came from the fouthward, of which there was 
“ fome appearance. Too-gee was much averfc to either. His reafon 
“ for not returning to Norfolk was the natural wilh to fee his family 
“ and chief ; nor did he like the idea of being landed at Moo-dee 
“ When-u-a, as, notwithftanding what he had heard' refpeding the 
“ good underlbinding there was between his diftridt and that of 

“ Moo-dec 
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“ Moo-dec Whcn-u-a, the information miglit turn out to be not ftridly 
“ true. Nothing more was faid about it ; and it was my intention to 
“ land them nearer to their homes, if it could be dope in the courfe 
“ of the day, although it was then a perfed calm. Soon after the 
“ chief came on board they told me with tears of joy that they 
“ wiflicd to go with Ko-to-ko-ke, who had fully confirmed all they 
“ had heard before, and had promifed to take them the next morning 
“ to Too-gee’s refiderice, where they would arrive by night. To 

wait the event of the calm, or the wind coming from the north- 
“ ward, might have detained the Ihip fome days longer. Could I 
“ have reached in four days from leaving Norfolk the place where 
“ Too-gee lived, I certainly fliould have landed him there ; but that 
“ not being the cafe, (as this was the fifth day,) I did not confider 
“ my'felf juftifiable in detaining the Ihip longer than was abfolutely 
“ necelTary to land them in a place of lafety, and from which they 
“ might get to their homes. 

“ Notwithftanding the information Too-gee had received, and the 
“ confidence he placed in the chief, I felt much anxiety about our 
“ two fnends, and exprefled to Too-gee my apprehenfions that what 
“ he had heard might be an invention of Ko-to-ko-ke’s and his people 
“ to get them and their efieds into their power. I added, that as the 
“ Ihip could not be detained longer, I would rather take them back 
“ than leave them in the hands of fufpicious people. To this Too-gee 
“ replied with an honed confidence, that “ etiketica no cteka,” 
“ e. a chief never deceives. I then took the chief into the 
“ cabin, and explained to. him, aflifted by Too-gee, (who was prefent 
“ with Hoo-doo,) how much I was interefied in their getting to 
“ Ho-do-do ; and added, that in two or three moons I Ihould return 
“ to Ho-do-do, and if I found Too-gee and Hoo-doo were fafe ar- 
“ rived with their effedis, I would then return to Moo-dee When-ii-a, 
“ and make him fome very confiderable prefents, in addition to thofe 
“ which I Ihould now give him and his people for their trouble in 
“ condu£iing our two friends to their refidence. I had fo much 
** reafon to be convinced of the old man’s fincerity, that I confidcred 
“ it injurious to threaten him with puniflimcnt for failing in his en- 
“ gagement. The only anfwer Ko-to-ko-ke made was, by putting 
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“ both his hands to the fides of my head (making me perform the 
“ fame ceremony,) and joining our nofes ; in which pofition we re- 
“ mained three minutes, the old chief muttering what I did not 
“ underftand. After this he went through the fame ceremony with 
“ our two friends, which ended with a dance, when the two latter 
“ joined nofes with me, and faid that Ko-to-ko-ke was now become 
“ their father, and would in perfon condu(ft them to Ho-do-doe *. 
“ While I was preparing what I meant to give them, Too-gee (who 
“ I am now convinced was a prieft) had made a circle of the New 
“ Zealanders round him, in the centre of which was the old chief, 
“ and recounted what he had feen during his abfcnce. At many 
“ palTages they gave a Ihout of admiration. On his telling them, that 
“ it was only three days fall from Norfolk to Moo-doo When-u-a, 
“ whether his veracity was doubted, or that he was not contented 
“ with the aflertion alone, I cannot tell, but with much prefence of 
“ mind he ran upon the poop, and brought a cabbage, which he in- 
“ formed them was cut five days ago in my garden. This convincing 
“ proof produr ;d a general Ihout of furprife. 

“ Every thing being now arranged, and ready for their departure, 
“ our two friends requefted that Ko-to-ko-ke might fee the foldiers 
“ exercife and fire. To this I could have no objection, as the requeft 
“ came from them ; but I took that opportunity of explaining to the 
“ chief, (with Too-gee’s help,) that he might fee, by our treatment of 
“ him and his two countrymen, that it was our wiQi and intention to 
“ be good neighbours and friends with all Ea-hei-no-mau-e ; that thefe 
“ weapons were never ufed but when we were injured, which I hoped 
“ would never happen ; and that no other confideration than the 
“ fatisfying of' his curiofity could induce me to Ihew what thofe in- 
“ ftruments were intended for. 

“ About one hundred and fifty of the New Zealanders were feated 
“ on the larboard fide of the deck, and the detachment paraded on 
“ the oppofite fide. After going through the manual, and firing 
“ three vollies, two great guns were fired, one loaded with a fingle 
“ ball, and the other with grape-Ihot, which furprifed them greatly, 

• Which was tctj faithfully performed. 
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“ as I made the chief obfen'e the diflance at which the fliot fell from 
“ the Ihip. The wind had now the appearance of coming from the 
“ fouthward ; and as that wind throws a great furf on the Ihorc, they 
“ were anxious to get away. Too-gee and Hoo-doo took an affcc- 
“ donate leave of every perfon on board, and made me remember my 
“ promife of vifiting them again, when they would return to Norfolk 
“ Ifland with their families. The venerable chief, after having taken 
“ great pains to pronounce my name, and made me well acquainted 
“ with his, got into his canoe and left us. On putting off from the 
“ fhip, they were fainted with three cheers, which they returned as 
“ well as they could, by Too-gee’s dirctflions. It was now feven in 
“ the morning of the 13 th: at nine a breeze came from the north, 
“ with which we flood to the caflward. After a paffage of five days 
“ from New Zealand, (having had light winds,) and ten days abfence 
“ from Norfolk Ifland, 1 landed at three o’clock in the afternoon of 
“ the 1 8 th. 

“ The little intercourfe that I had with the New Zealanders (as 1 
“ was only eighteen hours off that ifland, twelve of which were in 
“ the night) does not enable me to fay much refpedling them, or to 
“ form any decifive opinion of them, as much of their friendly be- 
“ haviour in this flight interview might be owing to our connexion 
“ with Too-gee and Hoo doo, and their being with us. Thefe two 
“ worthy favages (if the term may be allowed) will, I am confident, 
“ ever retain the mofl grateful remembrance of the kindneffes they 
“ received on Norfolk Ifland ; and if the greater part of their country- 
“ men have but a fmall portion of the amiable difpofition of Too-gee 
“ and Hoo-doo, they certainly are a people between whom and the 
“ Englifh colonifls a good underflanding may with common prudence 
“ and precaution be cultivated. I regret very much that the fervice 
“ on which the Britannia was ordered did not permit me to detain 
“ her longer ; as in a few days, with the help of our two friends, 
“ much ufeful inform.ntion might have been obtained refpedting the 
“ quantity of manufadlured flax that might be procured, which I 
“ think would be of high importance if better known. The great 
“ quantity that was procured in exchange for {mall pieces of iron hoop 
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“ is a proof, that an abundance of this valuable article is manufac- 
“ tured among them. 

“ The articles that I gave Too-gee and Hoo-doo confifted of hand- 
“ axes; a finall alTortment of carpenters’ tools, fix fpades, fome hoes, 
“ with a few knives, fcilTors, and razors ; two bulhels of maize, one 
“ of wheat, two of peafe, and a quantity of garden feeds ; ten young 
“ fows, and two boars, which Too-gee and the chief faithfully pro- 
“ mifed fliould be preferved for breeding, a promife which I am ia- 
“ dined to think they will ftridlly obferve 

* The 6rfl place ihc Fancf made at New Zealand was Doubtlefs Day, which the 
inader deferibes as a very dangerous place for a vciTcl to go into, and ftiU worfc to lie ar» 
as it is open to the caRcrly winds. On their coming to an anchor, which was not till 
late in tlie evening (in Ot'cember (795), fevcral canoes came round the vtflel, but did 
not venture alongfide until Too*gee was inquired for, when the New Zealanders ex- 
claimed “ My-ty Governor King I My ty Too-gee ! My-ty Hoo-doo !'* Some went on 
board, and others put in to (hore, returning foon after with loo-gee and his wife. He 
had not forgotten his Englilh, .it Icafl the more common exprelTions. He informed Cap- 
tain Util, that he had one pig remaining alive, and fome peafe growing i but what be- 
came of the red of his dock he did not fiy. As Doubtlefs Day w'as found a bad place to 
remain in, the fancy endeavoured to get our, but was obliged to return, when the two 
lads who wifhed to fee Norfolk iHand, being fea-fick, left her* 
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A Short VOCABULARY of the NEW ZEALAND 
LANGUAGE. 


Tfcw Zealand. 

E-ha-ha, 

E-when-ua, 

E-wy, 

E-mu-da, 

E-dou-ma-te, 

F.-ho-ho-tou-kc, 

E-ma-ran-gi, 

E-fow-how-oo-doo, 

E-ton-ga, 

E-te-hu, 

E-te-te-do, 

E-don-go, 

E-do-mi-do-ini, 

E-hon-gi, 

E-mei-tt, 
He-te-te-(how, or J 
Ye-te-de-how, J 
E-po-po-e-e-nuc, 

E-de-de-ke, 

E-ma-ra-ma, 

E-da, 

E-pu-ta, 
E-a-wa-tere, 
E-a-hi-au, or 7 

E-po, S 

E-wha-tu, 

Y e-rew-a-ncw-a, 

E-Ma-tan-gee, 

E^hu-a, 

E'Ue-da, 

E-wct-c-ie-da, 


Engtijh. 

Fire. 

Earth, or ground. 
Water, 

Flame of the fre. 
Summer. 

Whiter. 

North. 

South. 

Eaft. 

Wcjl. 

To fee. 

To hear. 

Tofeel. 

Tofmell. 

To tajie. 

New moon. 

Full moon. 

Lajl quarter of 
the moon. 

The moon. 

Sun. 

Sun-rife. 

Noon. 

Sun-fet. 

Star. 

Rainbow. 

Wind. 

Rain. 

Lightning. 

Thunder. 


New Zealand. 

Em-ma-ha-ne, 

Ma-ka-ree-dec, 

E-ko-how, 

E-po-ka-ka, 

E-paw-ha, 

E-mo-an-na, 

£-a-o, 

E-po, 

E-co-pec-ce. 

E-wha-tu, 

In-an-hai, 

N’A-goo-nai, 

A-po-po, 

A-ta-hy-da, 

A-wa-ka, 
A-wa-ke-ett ue, 

E-hon-gi, 

Yen-gang, 

Hc-ho-do-ho-do, 

Eta-din-ga, 

Etoude-Eta-din-ga, 

E-da-hu, 

Ca-no-wei, or \ 
E-ca-no-chc, 3 

E-pu-di E'Ca-no- 7 
wei, 3 

Pa-pa-reen-gi, 


En^lijh. 

■Hot. 

Cold. 


Fog. 


Dew. 


Smote. 

i Sall water, n 
tlje fea. 

The day. 

The night. 

To freeze, or iee. 
Snow. 

Tefterday. 

To-day. 

To-morrow. 



Day following. 

Four dayi benee. j 

f The ceremony if \ 

) joining d 
(_ at a falitte. j 


The head. 

<: The hair tftk 
? head. 


The ear. 
Deaf. 

The Forehead. 


The eye. 

Blind. 

The cheek. 

Ec-E«e-flw, 
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Neu> Zealand. 
Ec-Eee-fliu, 
E-cou-wye, 
E-ka-ke, 

Po-co-fee-fee, or 7 
Edinga-ringa, 3 
E-dai-ee, 

He- 000 , length- ? 

ened outy 5 
E-pee-too, 

Eu-wa, 

E-tu.di-po-na, orJ 

Ewa-»7e, i 

E-mata-ka-ra, 

E-coro-E-te, 

He-i-a-dar-re, 

Ing-oo-too, 

E-wa-ha, 

In-ni-fliow, 

Ecoro-coro, 

E-pa-ro, 

E-co-pu, 

E-to-to, 

E-tu>di-pO'na, 

E-da-pa-ra-pa, 

E-too-o-ra, 

£-cu-mo, 

£-kau-wai, 

E-ki, 

E-u-de, 

E-ai, 

E-tek-kc, 

£-ma-mi, 

E-tu-tai, 

Pa-ke-da, 

£-(ha-pu, 

E-ko-ki, 

E-ka-ta, 

E-tan-gc, 

. E-too-ha, 
E<o-we-ra, 
E-ma-tny, 
lL-iia,fiunded ex- 
prefftve of the 
action. 


Englijb. 

The nofe. 

The beard. 

The neck. 

The arm. 

The breaji. 

The nipple. 

The navel. 

The thigh. 

The leg. 

The fngert. 
Finger-nails. 

The Jkin. 

The lips. 

The mouth.' 

The teeth. 

The throat. 

The hand. 

The belly. 

Blood. 

Knees. 

The feet. 

The baek. 

The backjide. 

The chin. 

The mouth. 

The penis. 

The vulva. 

To copulate. 

To go to make 
water. 

To go to Jiool. 
Bald-headed. 
Pregnant. 

A cripple. 

To lauih. 

To ay. 

To fpit. 

To breathe. 

To groan. 

Tofigh. 


New Zealand. 

Te-zee^)u-wa, I 
founded expref- >■ 
five of 3 

E-co-fliew, 

E-mo-a, 

E-ta-ko-t€, 

E-a-ra, 

E-kow-hae-ra, 

E-to-u, 

E-ku-pa, 

E-du-a-ke, 

E-da-hee, 

Eet, pronounced ? 

at Eat, 5 
E-o-ra, _ 

E-raat-tee, means 
alfodeith 

E-pi, 

E-ke-no, 
E-ni-a-ymi, 
In-ni-(hou, E-to- > 
on-ra 3 

E-hu-de, 
£-de-ka-ra-ka, 
E-huf-K, 

He-de-de, 

He-ma-ta-ku, 

£-ka-tou, 

E-ko-ko-pe, 

E-kow;wa, 

E-wa-ra-tm-ia, 


Engiyh. 

Sneezing *. 

To hiccough. 
Tojleep, 

To lie down to fleep. 
To rife from jleep. 
To yawn. 

To break wind. 

To belch. 

To puke. 

Fat. 

Lean. 

In health. 

Sick. 

KHanefome, alfo 
^ dean. 

Vglyy alfo dirty. 
Pain in general. 

Tooth-ach. 

Head-ach. 

An itching. 

Love. 

C Hatred, orbeing 
I dijfatifed. 
Fear. 

'Joy- 

Shame. 

Loathing. 

C An error or mif. 
C 


* A compliment is paid tby the New Ze«> 
bnders when one of the company fneeceSt by 
repeating the following lines: 

** Tee-7.ce, Tee-7.ee, Pa-wjy, Pa-way, wi- 

I ** cou»te-ma-hc co-lo-ko-eee,** drawn out 

j very long. 

** Tu-tu-ro na tan-ga-ta kitupo, 

** Tu-tu-ra ma-hic na-ta-na-ta kit^ao 
“ Tee-zee, Tee-zee, &c.’* as in the firll line. 
All which means wilhes for health from 
night to morning, ami that no bones may be 
broken by the ihock of fheezing. 

E-ko-cut, 


Digitized by Google 



CONCLUSION. 


531 


New Zealand. 

F.-ko-cut, 

E-mo-to, 

E-hou-dang-e, 

Jle-kye, 

L .e-oue, 

E-matta-hc-a-kyc, 

Ka-kc, 

E-i-ra, 

E-o-niu, 

E-da-re, 

E-ka-ou, 

F'-ru-ia-ke, 

Ke-o-ro-mi, 

E-no-ho, 

E-tu, 

E-mo-ki, 

Ka-ko-p-i, 

Eu-ua-ke, 

E-dc-ding-ee, 

E-o-mi, 

Wha-ka-de-dc, 

Z’Shocke-c-mai, 

E-wa-k-a-tii, 

E-o-hoo-tee, 

E-da-fc, 

E-wa-wat-te, 

E-ma-ca, 

E-te-te-do, 

E-ko-rc, 


£-what-te, 

E-hi-yi, 

Car-co-rec, 

E-ko-cout, 

log-ha-roo, 

E-hu-na, 

Ea-ke-tere, 

E-kje-no, 


EngHJh. 

cut. 

A blow. 

To faint. 

To eat. 

To drink. 

Hungry. 

SalisfcJ, 

To walk. 

To run. 

To jump. 

To fjiim. 

To meet any one. 

To make hajie. 

To fit down. 
Standing up. 

To work. 

To fyjt a door. 

To open. 

Tofell. 

To give or reach. 
Til give you. 

Ditto. 

To plant. 

To pluck up. 

To tie or bind. 
Untie. 

To throw away. 

To look or obferve. 
C To break any 

< thing, at a 
(_ plate. 

C To break any 

< thing, at a 
Q flick. 

To tear, at paper. 

i To pull down or 
dejlroy, at a 
building, Jhip, 
isfe. 

To cut. 

To fee or look for. 
To hide. 

To find. 

5 Tojlain or dirty 
\ any thing. 


New ZcAand, 
E-moo-roo, 
Eo-rcxj-ce, 

E-yhang-a, 

F’-ka-wa, 
Ile-i-de-mai ! 
Scy-ede, or E-i-ra, 
E-ko-re-roo, 

Pat-too pat-too, 

E-te-ka, 

E-po-no, 

E-wa-ka, 

E-flioo, 

E-i-ka,’ 

E-a-ho, 

E-\va-du, 

E-ma-ka, 

E-nue, 

E-mo-ro-ee-te, 

My-ty, 

Mack-row-a, 

Ki-e-dow, 

E'.-whan-na, 

E-ha-ka, 

E-wy-ettc, 

E-wa-du, 

E-ta po-ke, 
E-ka-ya, 

E-ta-ro-na, 

E-ee-ta, 

Na? 

Ha ya-ha, 

Eo-ai, 

An-ga, 

Pah-hie, 

E-whar-re, 

E-ta-o, 

E-da-kow, 


Englijb. 

To dean. 

To wajh. 
f To build a heufe 
I or beat. 
Ut-tajled, bitter. 
Come here I 
To go. 

To converfe. 
r To beat, alfo the 
3 name of a pro- 
C cipal weapon. 
To tell a lie. 

To tell truth. 

A canoe. 

{ To paddle a ca- 
noe. 

T^fatchafi/h. 

C A fijb-book made 
^ of wood. 

A fifhing-line. 
Big, large. 

Small. 

Good. 

Bad. 

Fit to eat. 

To kick. 

To dance. 

To jing. 

To dream. 

To drown. 

To Jieal. 
f To bang unit 

i M- , 

I unJcrJland. 

Do you mean tbit ? 
What it ihii I 
Who it tbit? 
There. 

C A fhip, or nerj 
I large canoe. 
A houfe. 

A /pear. 
f A tree, cr piece 


E-ma-u, 
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Nfui Zealand. 


E-ma-ta, 

Paf-aa-te-ra, 

E-ko-ha-tutf, 

E-ho-nr, 

E-a-wha, 

E-pa-pa, 

£-to-ki, 

E-whow, 

E-va-te-to-ka, 

E-pj-ki, 

E-poo-poo, 

E-wak-c-tc-ca, 

£tu-pu, 

E-mu-ka, 

E-mu-ka Yera- 
ka-kee 

Eka-ka-how, 


A-mo-ko, 

To-ko-hai-ya ? 
E-ma-ha, 


Ka-ta-puk-c-mai, 

Yen-gc-engc,a«rf i 
founded hard, i 
Eto-ho-ro-ha, 

E-he-nue, 

Emata-to-foo-roo, 

E-da-edt-hi, 

E-do-aw, 


EngHJh. 

1 A Jharp flone 
•with which 
they cut their 
hair. 

A flone. 

A rock. 
Sand-beach. 

A harbour. 

A board. 

An axe. 

C A chi f el, nail, 
(_ or iron. 

A door. 

A bill. 

Shell,. 

Ear-ring,. 

C The fax plant 
( when growing, 
J The fax when 
i drejjfcd. 

I Thc operation of 
drawing the 
fax from the 
plant. 

{ Cloth wove from 
the fax. 

i The mark, on 
their face attd 
different part, 
ef their bodies. 
How many ? 
r A great many, 
< fpcaking of 
(_ thing,. 
r A great many, 

’ -J fP^ohing of 
C people. 

Tired. 


A whale. 

C H 'hale oil, or any 
C other fat. 

Thick. 

Thin. 

f High, or tall, 
I and long. 


New Zealand. 
E-po-to, 
E-wa-nue, 
E-\va-etc, 
E-tima-ha, 
E-ma-ma, 
E-de-ding-t, 
E-ma-diii-ge, 
E-ma-row, 
Ing-now-a-rey, 
E-ka-ra-de, 
l^-kere, 

E-raanu, 

E-wy-you, 

E-wIiairo, 

E-ema, 
E-man-goc, 
Ka-dc-da, 
Ka-iiap-pa, 
Ta-ah-ne a ■) 
founded long, 5 
Wha-hei -lu', 
E-co-ro-wa-kc, 
E-du-a-hel-ne, 
E-Ta-ma-ree-kee, 
E-Ta-ma-hei-nc, 
Ta-ma-i-ete, 
E-co-tcro, 
Ala-tu-a-Ta-a-ne, 
Ma-tu-a-wa-hei-ne, 
Tu-a-hd-ne, 
Tu-a-Can-na ? 

Tci-nc 3 

E-mi-yan-ga, 

Pah-pah, 

Hah-ty-yee, 


Englijb. 

Short. 

Wide. 

Narrow. 

Heavy. 

Light. 

Fidl. 

Empty, 

Hard. 

Soft. 

A dog. 

A rat. 

A bird, 

Miik. 

Red. 

White. 

All dark colour,. 
Green. 

Blue. 

A man. 

A woman. 

An old man. 

An old woman. 

A young man, 

A young woman. 
A male child. 

An infant. 

Father. 

Mother. 

Sifer. 

j Elder brother. 

I Lounger brother. 
Twin,. 

i Childrencalltheir 
fatlxr. 

Cbildrencalltheir 

mother. 


E fcfim to be ufed at the article, pro. 
nounced a> in the Englilb. 

A u alnrays founded long, aa in the French. 

Numeral,. 

Ta-hie, One, 

Du-o, Two, 

Tooh-oo, Three. 

Wha, Four, 

Dee-ma-h, 
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AVw Zealand. Englijh. 

Dee-mah, Five. 

O-no, Six. 

Whee-too, Seven. 

Wha-roo, Eighl. 

F.-wha, Nine. 

Ng-a-hu-du, Fen. 

Ca-te-cow fignifies One Ten. 
Ma-ta-hie, Eleven. 

Ma^duo, Tivelve,'ind fo on, 

tHe numeral being preceded 
^ Ma, until nineteen (Ma- 
Ew-ha) then Twenty is 
Ca, j 

^ I 

Ca-te<ow, Ca, | 


Wha, 


and fo on to Ninety. 


New Zealand. Englijh. 

1 

Kah-row, af hundred. 

Carow, Ca,Ta-7 Qne hundred. 
hie, j 

Carow, Ca, Du^o, Two hundred. 

and fo on to Niue hundred. 
Kom-ma-roo, A thoufand, 

*"°TaWe One thoufand. 

and fo on to Nine thoufand. 
Ca^tee nee, Ten thoufand, 

which appears to be the extent 
of their numerals. 


pTms far Lieutenant-governor King.] 


From the 25th of 0 £lober, the day on which the fhips made fail 
from Norfolk Ifland, till the 3 ill of the fame month, nothing material 
occurred. On that day Mr. Raven hated to Captain Waterhoufe, the 
commander of the Reliance, the necedity there was for the Britannia’s 
making the bch of her way to England ; and as he thought Ihe failed 
rather better than that Ihip, he requehed permillion to part company, 
which Captain Waterhoufe not obje^ling to« we feparated and made 
fail from them. 

On the 5th of November we pafled an ifland named by Lieutenant 
Watts (who firh law it in the Lady Penrhyn tranfport) Macauley 
Ifland. 

Sunday the 6th was pafled in examining an ifland, which Mr. Raven 
was decidedly of opinion had never been feen before. It was fituated 
in the latitude of 29° 15' S. and longitude of i8i* 56' E. We found 
the land high, and it appeared to be well covered with wood. On 
the fouth-wefl fide of it is a bay in which, from the colour of the 
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■water, Mr. Raven thought there was good anchorage; but at tliis 
time there was too much furf breaking on the beach to render it 
prudent to fend a boat in. The afpe£t on this fide of ' the ifland was 
romantic and inviting ; but on the other fide the Ihore was bold, and 
in many parts rugged and bare. The whole appeared *to confift, like 
Norfolk Ifland, of hills and dales. We conjectured that there was 
frefli water in the bay on the fouth-weft fide. The knowledge of the 
e.\iftence of this ifland can be of no other importance, than to caufe 
navigators failing in that route to keep a good look-out, particularly 
in the night-time, as many ftraggling rocks lie off the north fide. 

From the circumftance of its being feen on a Sunday it obtained the 
name of Sunday Ifland. 

Leaving this, we proceeded toward Cape Horn ; but it was not till 
the 1 6th of December that we faw the fouthern part of the vaft con- 
tinent of America. Mr. Raven intended to have made the Jafons, 
and touched at Falkland’s Iflands in the hope of procuring fome in- 
formation refpeCling the Cape of Good Hope ; but, after palling Cape 
Horn, and finding the wind hang to the northward, he altered his 
courfe for the Ifland of St. Helena, or the Cape of Good Hope, as 
circumllances might direCI. 

On the 2ift, in latitude ji’ ^ 6 ' S. and longitude 306' 25' E. to 
our great furprife, we fell in with and joined our companions the 
Reliance and Supply. We found that, by keeping nearer to the 
north end of New Zealand than we had done, they had met with more 
favourable winds. We now proceeded togetlier toward the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

On the 23d, being about the latitude of 50* S. we fell in with 
fcveral iflands of ice ; which, however, we cleared without any acci- 
dent, and flood more to the northward. Mr. Raven was of opinion, 
that ice would always be found in or about thofe latitudes, and re- 
commended that all fliips, after palling Cape Horn, Ihould keep more . 
to the northward than we did. 

On the 9th of January we croffed the three hundred and fixtieth 
degree of eafl longitude. Our weather now was much too moderate-; 
for it was not till the 15th of January that we faw the coafl of Africa. 
Some neceffary precautions were taken by the king’s Ihip on coming 
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in with it ; and, finding every thing as we wiflied, on the next day 
we completed our long voyage of fixteen weeks from Port Jackfon by 
anchoring fafcly in Table Bay. 

Here, almoft the whole of our fhip’s company having been prefled, 
or voluntarily entered into the king’s fervice, and with difficulty get- 
ting feme neceflary repairs done to the fhip, we were compelled moft 
reludtamly to remain for eight weeks. The place was very un- 
healthy, and lodging and every article of comfort extravagantly 
high. 

A few days before we failed, the flilp Ganges, commanded by 
Mr. Patrickfon, arrived with convidts from Cork. She failed from 
Ireland with another fhip, the Britannia, having on board a fimilar 
cargo ; but the mailer, intending to touch at Rio de Janeiro, had 
parted company with the Ganges off Palma. We learned by the 
Ganges, that two ftorefliips, the Sylph and Prince of Wales, had failed 
in June laft for New South Wales. Much as Governor Hunter 
' wanted labourers, the provifions would be more welcome to him 
than the Irifli cOnvidls, who had hitherto always created more trouble 
than any other. , 

Before we failed we had the fatisfadlion of feeing feventy head of i 
very fine young Cape cattle purchalcd by Mr. Palmer, the commilTa7 j 

for the colony, to be feiu thither in the Reliance and Supply; the j 

latter of which fhips failed with her proportion a few days before we | 

left Table Bay. Thcfe Ihips would return well ftored with ufcful 
articles for the fettlcmcnt, and comforts for every officer in it. 

We left the Cape on the i6th of March, and arrived at the plealant 
illand of St. Helena on the 26th of the fame month. Here were- I 

mnined till the 1 7th of April, having w’aited fonie time for a convoy, | 

and failed at laft without any, in company with the Ihip Brothers, a 
South-Sca whaler, who was returning loaded. 

During our ftay at St. Helena we made feveral excurfions into the 
Interior part of the illand. A vilit from the French was daily ex- 
pcfled ; but we law with pleafure preparations made for their re- 
ception that caufed every one to treat the probability^of their coming 
as an event more to be wiflied for than dreaded. From the hofpitality 
of Governor Brooke and his family, and the pleafant fociety of this 
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place, we felt a regret at leaving the ifland, which nothing but the 
profpefl of foon reaching our own happy fhores alleviated. 

Every one now was anxious for the fuccefsful termination of the 
paflage before us. On the 27th of April we crofled the equator in the 
longitude of 19* 02' W. On the 4th of May we fpoke the ihip 
Elizabeth, (an American,) Ifaac Stone mailer. They had only been 
twenty-eight days from Dover, and gave us the firft intelligence we 
received of the vi£lory obtained by our fleet under Earl St. Viheent 
over that of the Spaniards. 

On the 7th of June we fpoke a fchooner under American colours, 
the Federal George of Duxbury from Bourdeau.x, bound to Bollon. 
The mailer informed us, that the channel was full of the enemy’s 
cruifers, who were looking out for our Weft-India fleet, then ex- 
pedted home. Though we felt perfuaded that our cruifers would 
counteradl their defigns, Mr. Raven determined, from this inform- 
ation, and from the wind having long hung to the eallward, to Hand 
to the northward. From this time to the 1 8th our weather was very 
unfavourable, and our wind moftly contrary. On the i8th we law 
the rock laid down in the charts by the name of Ifle Rokal, being 
Jhen in the latitude of 57°5i'N. and longitude 13” 56' W. The 
rock then bore N. 23° E. diflant eight miles and a half. Our foul 
wind continued many days ; but on the 23d we found ourfelves off 
Innilhone on the north part of Ireland. Here a man came off, who, 
to our inquiries refpedting the progrefs of the war, anfwered, that he 
knew nothing about war, except that the llrongell party always got 
the better of the weakeft, thus uttering a truth in the midll of the 
profoundeft ignorance. We now determined to fleer for Liverpool, 
at which port, after much anxiety, we arrived in fafety on the 27th. 

On the 29th the judge-advocate delivered at the Duke of Portland’s 
oflice the difpatches with which he was charged. 

He now learned, that previous to his arrival in London there had 
failed for New South Wales, exclufive of the Ihips Sylph and Prince 
of Wales, Ganges and Britannia, the Lady Shore tranfport, having 
on board two male and lixty-fix female convifls. On the 6th of laft 
November the Barwell failed, having on board Mr. Done, the p>refent 
judge-advocate of that territory, and two hundred and ninety-eight 
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male convidls. The Britannia, a Ihip belonging to the houfe of 
Eoderby and Co. failed on the 1 7 th of laft February with ninety-fjx 
female convids on board. This Ihip went out with orders to try the 
whalc-fithery on the coaft of New South Wales for one feafon. If 
this Ihould fucceed, the fettlement and the public at large will owe 
much to the fpirited exenions of the houfe of Enderby to promote a 
beneficial commerce from that country. 

The king’s fhips on that ftation being ill calculated for the fervices 
expefled from them, having on board expenfive complements of men 
and ofl5cers, and confcquently but little room for cattle ; and being 
befide fo defedive and impaired by time as to be unfafe to navigate 
much longer; two others have been provided, newer and mote- 
capable of rendering fervice to the colony. One of them, the Buffalo, 
commanded by Mr. William Raven, late mailer of the Britannia, is 
on the point of failing, and is to take cattle to New South Wales from 
the Cape of Good Hope. The other is named the Porpoife, and has 
the fame fervice to perform. A Ihip, called the Minerva, is alfo pro- 
ceeding to Cork to take in a number of Irilh convids. 


Letters have been received from New South Wales, dated about 
fix weeks after the author failed from that colony. Governor Hunter 
had received by the Sylph and Prince of Wales llorcihips two thoufanJ 
fix hundred and fifty calks of faltcd provifions. Several perfons had 
been tried by the court of criminal judicature for robbing the public 
Sores, and had been found guilty. One man had been executed for 
murder, and his body hung in chains on Rock Ifland, a fmall fpot at 
the mouth of Sydney Cove, and by which every boat and Ihip coming j 

into the cove muft neceflarily pafs. The governor was on the point , 

of vifiting Portland Head, fomc high land on the banks of the 
Hawkefbury, where he purpofed eftablilhing a fettlement. 

Had that river and its fertile banks been difeovered before the 
eftabli/hment at Sydney Cove had proceeded too far to remove it, , 
how eligible a place would it have been for the princijwl fettlement ! 

A navigable river poIfelTes many advantages that are unknown in other 1 

fuuations. I 
1 
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fituations. Much benefit, however, was to be derived from this even 
as an inferior fettlement. Its extreme fertility would always infure a 
certain fupply of grain ; and the fettlers on its banks mufl produce a 
quantity equal to the confumption of the civil and military, and of 
their own families ; and thus, while rendering a fervice to the (late, 
they might in time become opulent farmers. Yet our pity is excited, 
when it is confidered, that they are of fo unworthy a defcription as 
has clearly been made appear in the preceding narrative. That a river 
juflly termed the Nile of New South Wales (hould fall into fuch hands 
is to be lamented. In procefs of time, however, their productive 
farms will have yielded them all that they afpire to, and may then fall 
into the poffeffibn of perfons who will look beyond the mere grati- 
fication of the moment, and caufe the fettlements in New South Wales 
to (land as high in the public eflimation as any colonies in his Ma- 
jelly’s dominions. 



S.M'.N ISERSON’^ farm. 

nUuMMf! A CM! i nam Jma 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Cio 



APPENDIX. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

TP HE reader of the preceding narrative ■will have fecn, that after 
many untoward occurrences, and a conftderable lapfe of time, that 
friendly intcrcourfe with the natives which had been fo earneftly 
defired was at length eftablifhed ; and having never been materially 
interrupted, thefe remote iflanders have been fhewn living in confider- 
able numbers among us without fear or reftraint ; acquiring our lan- 
guage ; readily falling irt with our manners and cuftoms ; enjoying the 
comforts of our clothing, and relilhing the variety of our food. We 
faw them die in our houfes, and the places of the deceafed inftantly 
filled by others, who obferved nothing in the fate of their predeceflbrs 
to deter them from living with us, and placing that entire confidence 
in us which it was our intereft and our pleafure to cultivate. They 
have been always allowed fo far to be their own mafters, that we 
never, or but rarely, interrupted them in any of tlieir defigns, judging 
that by fufFerlng them to live with us as they were accuflomed to do 
before we came among them, we (hould fooncr attain a knowledge of 
their manners and cuftoms, than by waiting till we had acquired a 
competent Ikill in their language to converfe with them. On this' 
principle, when they afleinbled to dance or to fight before our houfes, 
we never difperfed, but freely attended their meetings. To them this 
attention of ours appeared to be agreeable and ufcful ; for thofe who 
happened to be wounded in their contefts inftantly looked out for one 
of our furgeons, and difplayed entire confidence in his Ikill, and great 
bravery in the firmnefs with which they bore the knife and the 
probe. • 
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By flow degrees we began mutually to be pleafed with, and to 
underlland each other. Language, indeed, is out of the queftion ; for 
at the time of writing this, (September 1 796,) nothing but a barbarous 
mixture of Englilh with the Port Jackfon dialed is fpoken by either 
party ; and it muft be added, that even in this the natives have the 
advantage, comprehending, with much greater aptnefs than we can 
pretend to, every thing they hear us fay. From a pretty clofe obferv- 
ation, however, aflifted by the ufe of the barbarous dialed juft men- 
tioned, the following particulars refpeding the natives of New South 
Wales have been colleded. 


No. I. 


GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION. 

Covernment. 

We found the natives about Botany Bay, Port Jackfon, and Broken 
Bay, living in that ftate of nature which muft have been common to all 
men previous to their uniting in fociety, and acknowledging but one 
authority. Thcfe people are diftributed into families, the head or 
fenior of which exads compliance from the reft. In our early inter- 
courfe with them (and indeed at a much later period, on our meeting 
with families to whom we were unknown) we were always accofted 
by the perfon who appeared to be the eldeft of the party, while the 
women, youths, and children, were kept at a diftance. The word 
which in their language fignifies father was applied to their old men ; 
and when, after fqgie time, and by dole obfervation, they perceived 
the authority with which Governor Phillip commanded, and the obe- 
dience which he exaded, they bellowed on him the diftinguilhing 
appellation of (Be-anna) or Father. This title being conferred folely 
on him (although they perceived the authority of mailers over their 
fervants) places the true fenfe of the word beyond a doubt, and proves, 
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that to thofe among them who enjoyed that diftindion belonged the 
authority of a chief. 

When any of thefe came into the town, wc have been immediately 
informed of their arrival, and they have been pointed out to our notice 
in a whifper, and with an eagernds of manner which, while it drew 
our attention, imprefled us with an idea that we were looking at perfons 
to whom fome confequence was attached even among the favages of 
New Holland. Another acceptation of the word Bc-anna, however, 
foon became evident ; for we obferved it to be frequently applied by 
children to men who we knew had not any children of their own. 
On inquiry we were informed, that in cafe a father fliould die, the 
neareft of kin, or fome deputed friend, would take the care of his 
children ; and for this reafon thofe children ftyled them Be-anna, though 
in the lifetime of their natural parent. This Ben-nil-long (the native 
* who was fome time in England) confirmed to us at the death of his firft 
wife, by configning the care of his infant daughter Dil-boong (who at 
the time of her mother’s deceafe was at the bread) to his friend Gover- 
nor Phillip, telling him that he was to become the Be-anna or Father of 
his little girl. Here, if the reader paufes for a moment to confider the 
difference between the general conduct of our baptifmal fponfors (to 
whofe duties this cuftom bears much refemblance) and the humane 
practice of thefe uncivilifed people, will not the comparifon fuffufe his 
check with fometliing like ihame, at feeing the enlightened Chriftian fo 
didanced in the race of humanity by the untutored favage, who has 
hitherto been the objeid of his pity and contempt ? But forry am I to 
recolledt, and as a faithful narrator to be impelled to relate, one parti- 
cular in their cudoms that is wholly Irreconcilable with the humane 
duties which they have preferibed to themfelves in the above indance; 
duties which relate only to thofe children who, in the event of lofing 
the mother, could live without her immediate aid. A far different lot 
is referved for fuch as are at that time at the bread, or in a date of abfor 
lute helpleffnefs, as will be feen hereafter. 

We have mentioned their being divided into families. Each family 
has a particular place of refidence, from which is derived its didin- 
guifhing name. Tliis is formed by adding the monofyllable Gal to the 
name of the place : thus the fouthern Ihore of Botany Bay is called 
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Gwea, and the people who inhabit it ilile themfelves Gweagal. Thofe 
who live on the north Hiore of Port Jackfon are called Cam-mer-ray* 
gal, that part of the harbour being diftinguiihed from others by the 
name of Cam-mer ray. Of this kft family or tribe we have heard 
Ben-nil-long and other natives fpeak ^before we knew them ourfelves) 
as of a very powerful people, who could oblige them to attend where- 
ever and whenever they directed. We afterwards found them to be 
by far the moft numerous tribe of any within our knowledge. It fo 
happened, that they were alfo the moft robuft and inufcular, and that 
among them were feveral of the people ftyled Car-rah-dy and Car-rah- 
di-gang, of which extraordinary perfonages we fliall have to fpeak 
particularly, under the article Superjlition. 

To the tribe of Cam-mer-ray alfo belonged the exclufive and extra- 
ordinary privilege of cxa^ling a tooth from the natives of other tribes 
inhabiting the fea-coaft, or of all fuch as were within their authority. 
The exercife of thb privily places thefe people in a particular point 
of view ; and there is no doubt of their decided fuperiority over all the 
tribes with whom we were acquainted. Many contefts or decifions of 
honour (for fuch there are among them) have been delayed until the 
arrival of thefe people ; and when they came, it was impoflible not to 
obferve the fuperiority and influence which their numbers and their 
inufcular appearance gave them over the other tribes. 

Thefe are all the traces that could ever be difeovered among them of 
government or fubordination ; and we may imagine the deference which 
is paid to the tribe of Cam-mer-ray to be derived wholly from their 
fuperiority of numbers ; but this fuperiority they may have maintained 
for a length of time before we knew them ; and indeed the privilege of 
demanding a tooth from the young men of other families muft have 
been of long ftanding, and coeval with the obedience which was 
paid to them ; hence tlidr fuperiority partakes fomething of the nature 
of a conftituted authority ; an authority which has the landfion of 
cuftom to plead for its continuance. 


Religion. 
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Rtligicn. 

It has been aflerted by an eminent divine *, that no country has yet 
been difcovered where fome trace of religion was not to be found. 
From every obfervatlon and inquiry I could make among thefe people, 
from the firft to the laft of my acquaintance with them, I can fafely 
pronounce them an exception to this opinion. I am certain that they 
do not worfhip either fun, moon, or liar ; that, however neceffary fire 
may be to them, it is not an objedl of adoration ; neither have they 
refpedl for any particular beall, bird, or filh. I never could dlfcover 
any obje£l, cither fubllantial or imaginary, that impelled them to the 
commifiion of good adlioos, or deterred them from the perpetration 
of what we deem crimes. There indeed exiiled among them fome 
idea of a future Hate, but not conne£led in any wife with religion; 
for it had no influence whatever on their lives and a£tions. On their 
being often quellioned as to what became of them after their deceafe, 
fome anfwered that they went either on or beyond the great water; 
but by far the greater number fignified, that they went to the clouds. 
Converfing with Ben-niUtong after his return from England, where he 
bad obtained much knowledge of our cuftoms and manners, I wUhed 
to learn what were his ideas of the place from which his countrymen, 
came, and led him to the fubjefl by obferving, that all the white 
men here came from England. 1 then aiked him where the black 
men (or Eora) (fame from f He hefitated. — Did they come from any 
ifland ? His anfwer was, that he knew of none; they came from the 
clouds (alluding perhaps to the aborigines of the country) ; and when, 
they died, they returned to the clouds (Boo-row-e). He wilhed to 
make me underlland that they afcended in the lhape of little children, 
firft hoverii^ in the tops and in the branches of trees ; and mentioned 
fomething ateut their eatii^, in that ftate, their favourite food, little 
filhes. 

If this idea of the immortality of the foul ftiould excite a fmile, is 
it more extraordinary than the belief which obtains among Ibme of us, 

* Blair’s Sermons, toI, i. Sermon t. 
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that at the laft day the various disjointed bones of men fhall find out 
each its proper owner, and be re-united? — The favage here treads 
clofe upon the footfteps of the Chriftian. 

The natives who inhabit the harbour to the northward, called 
by US Port Stephens, believed that five white men who were call away 
among them (as has been before Ihewn) had formerly been their 
countrymen, and took one of them to the grave where, he told him, 
the body he at that time occupied had been interred. If this account, 
given us by men who may well be fuppofed to deal in the marvellous, 
can be depended upon, how much more ignorant are the natives of 
Port Stephens, who live only thirty leagues to the northward of us, 
than the natives of and about Port Jackfon ! 

The young people wdio refided in our houfes were very defirous of 
going to church on Sundays, but knew not for what purpofe we at- 
tended. I have often fecn them take a book, and with much fuccefs 
imitate the clergyman in his manner, (for better and readier mimics 
can no where be found,) laughing and enjoying the applaufe which they 
received. ^ 

I remember to have feen in a news-paper or pamphlet an account 
of a native throwing himfelf in the way of a man who was about to 
(hoot a crow; and the perfon who wrote the account drew an in- 
ference, that the bird was an objedt of worfhip : but I can with con- 
fidence affirm, that fo far from dreading to fee a crow killed, they arc 
very fond of eating it, and take the following particular method to 
enfnare that bird : a native will ftretch himfelf on a rock as if allccp in 
the fun, holding a piece of filh in his open hand; the bird, be it 
hawk or crow, feeing the prey, and not obferving any motion in the 
■native, pounces on the fiffi, and, in the inftant of feizing it, is caught 
by the native, who foon throws him on the fire and makes a meal of 
him. 

That they have ideas of a diflindion between good and bad is 
evident from their having terms in their language fignilicant of thefe 
qualities. Thus, the (ling-ray was (wee-re) bad; it was a lilh of which 
they never ate. Tlie pat-ta-go-rang or kangooroo was (bood-yer-re) 
^ood, and they ate it whenever they were fortunate enough to kill one 
-of thefe animals. 

To 
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To exalt thefe people at all above the brute creation, it is neceflary 
to fhew that they had the gift of reafon, and that they knew the 
diftindiion between right and wrong, as well as between what food 
was good and what was bad. Of thefe latter qualities their fenfes 
informed them; but the knowledge of right and wrong could only 
proceed from reafon. It is true, they had no dillindion in terms for 
thefe qualities — wee-re and bood-yer-re alike implying what was good 
and bad, and right and wrong. Inftances however were not wanting 
of their ufing them to deferibe the fenfations of the mind as well as of 
the fenfes; thus their enemies were wee-re; their friends bood-yer-re. 
On our fpeaking of cannibalifra, they exprefled great horror at the 
mention, and faid it was wee-re. On feeing any of our people punilh- 
ed or reproved for ill-treating them, they exprefled their approbation, 
and faid it was bood-yer-re, it was right. Midnight murders, though 
frequently pra^ifed among them whenever pailion or revenge were 
uppermoll, they reprobated ; but applauded adfs of kindnefs and 
generofity, for of both thefe they were capable. A man who would 
not Hand to have a fpear thrown at him, but ran away, was a coward, 
jee-run, and wee-re. But their knowledge of the difference between 
right and wrong certainly never extended beyond their exiftence in 
this world; not leading them to believe that the praffice of either had 
any relation to their future (late; this was manifed from their idea of 
quitting this world, or rather of entering the next, in the form of little 
children, under which form they would re-appear in this. ’ 


No. II.; 

STATURE AND APPEARANCE. 

W E obferved but few men or women among them who could be faid 
to be tall, and dill fewer who were well made. I .once faw a dwarf, 
a female, who, when (he dood upright, meafured about four feet two 
inches. None of her limbs were difproportioned, nor were the features 
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of her face unpleafant ; (he had a child at her back, and we were told 
came from the fouth Ihore of Botany Bay. 1 thought the other 
natives feemed to make her an objedl of their merriment. In general, 
indeed alinoft univerfally, the limbs of thefe people were fmall; of 
mod of them the arms, legs, and thighs were thin. This, no doubt, 
is owing to the poornefs of their living, which is chiefly on iifh ; 
otherwife the finenefs of the climate, co-operating witli the exercife 
which they take, might have rendered them more mufcular. Thofe 
who live on the fea-coail depend entirely on iiih for their fuftenance; 
while the few who dwell in the woods fubfift on fuch animals as they 
can catch. The very great labour neceflary for taking thefe animals, 
and the fcantinefs of the fupply, keep the wood natives in as poor 
a condition as their brethren on the coaft. It has been remarked, 
that the natives who have been met with in the woods had longer 
arms and legs than thofe who lived about us. This might proceed 
from their being compelled to climb the trees alter honey and the > 
fmall animals which refort to them, fuch as the flying fquirrel and 
opofliim, which they efied by cutting with their done hatchets 
notches in the bark of the tree of a fuflScient depth and lize to receive 
the ball of the great toe. The firft notch being cut, the toe b placed 
in it ; and while the left arm embraces the tree, a fecond is cut at a 
convenient diftance to receive the Other foot. By this method they 
afeend very quick, always cutting with the right hand and clinging 
with the left, refting the whole weight of the body bn the boll ot 
either foot. 

In an excurfion to the weftward with a party, we paflTed a tree (of 
the kind named by us the white gum, the bark of which is foft) that 
we judged to be about one hundred and thirty feet in height, and 
which had been notched by the natives at lead eighty feet, before they 
attained the iird branch where it was likely they could meet with any 
reward for fo much toil. 

The features of many of thefe people were far from unpleafing, 
paniculaiiy of the women : in general, the black bulhy beards of the 
men, and the bone or reed which they thrud through the cartilage of 
the nofe, tended to give them a difgufting appearance; but in the 
women, that feminine delicacy which n to be found among white peo- 
7 pie 
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pie was to be traeed even upon their fable cheeks; and though entire 
ftrangers to the comforts and conveniencies of clothing, yet they 
fought with a native modefty to conceal by attitude what the want of 
covering would otherwife have revealed. They have often brought 
to my recolleiSion, 

" The bending ftttue which encbanU the world,'* 

though it mud be owned that the refemblance conlided folely In the 
pofition. 

Both women and men ufe the difguding pradice of rubbing filh-oil 
into their (kins ; but they arc compelled to this as a guard againd the 
effcdls of the air and of mufquitoes, and flies; fomc of which are 
large, and bite or ding with much devcrity. But the oil, together 
with the perfpiration from their bodies, produces, in hot weather, a 
mod horrible dench. I have feen fome with the entrails of flfli frying 
in the burning fun upon their heads, until the oil ran down over their 
foreheads. A remarkable indance once came under my oblervation of 
the early ufe which they make of this curious unguent. Happening to 
be at Camp Cove at a time when thefe people were much preded with 
hunger, we found in a miferable hut a poor wretched half-darved na- 
tive and two children. The man was nearly reduced to a flceleton, 
but the children were in better condition. We gave them fome lalted 
beef and pork, and fome bread, but this they would not touch. The 
elded of the children was a female ; and a piece of fat meat being 
given to he^, Ihe, indead of eating it indandy as we expefied, fqueezed 
it between hor Angers until die had nearly preded all the fat to a liquid; 
with this die oiled over her face two or three times, and then gave it to 
the other, a boy about two years of age, to do die like. Our wonder 
was naturally excited at feeing fuch knowledge in children fo young. 
To their hair, by means of the yellow gum, they faden the front teeth 
of the kangooroo, and the jaw-bones of large dfli, human teeth, pieces 
of wood, feathers of birds, the tail of the dog, and certain bones taken 
out of the head of a fidi, not unlike human teeth. The natives who 
inhabit the fouth diore of Botany Bay divide the hair into fmall par- 
cels, each of which they mat together with gum, and form them 
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into lengths like the thrums of a mop. On particular occafions tliey 
ornament themfelves with red and white clay, ufmg the former when 
preparing to fight, the latter for the more peaceful amufement of danc- 
ing. The fafliion of thefe ornaments was left to each perfon’s tafte ; 
and feme, when decorated in their heft manner, looked perfedly hor- 
rible. Nothing could appear more terrible than a black and difmal 
face, with a large w'hite circle dr.awn round each eye. In general 
waved lines were marked down each arm, thigh, and leg; and in fome 
the cheeks were daubed ; and lines drawn over each rib, prefented to 
the beholder a truly fpedire-like figure. Previous either to a dance ora 
combat, we always found them bufily employed in this necefl’ary pre- 
liminary ; and it muft be obferved, that when other liquid could not 
be readily procured, they moiftened the clay with their own faliva. 
Both fexes are ornamented with fears upon the breaft, arms, and back, 
which are cut with broken pieces of the fhell they ufe at the end of 
the throwing (lick. By keeping open thefe incifions, the fleth grows 
up between the fides of the wound, and after a time, fkinning over, 
forms a large wale or feam. I have feendnftances where thefe fears 
have been cut to refemble the feet of animals ; and fuch boys as un- 
derwent the operation while they lived with us, appeared to be proud 
of the ornament, and to defpife the pain which they mull have en- 
dured. The operation is performed when they .are young, and until 
they advance in years the fears look large and full ; but on fome of 
their old men I have been fcarcely able to difeern them. As a prin- 
cipal ornament, the men, on particular occafions, thruft a bone or reed 
through the feptum naft, the hole through which is bored when they 
are young. Some boys who went away from us for a few days, re- 
turned dignified with this ftrange ornament, having, in the meantime, 
had the operation performed upon them ; they appeared to be from 
twelve to fifteen years of age. TTrc bone that they wear is the fmall 
bone in the leg of the kangooroo, one end of which is fharpened to a 
point. I have fecn feveral women who had their nofes perforated in 
this extraordinary manner. 

The women are, befides, early fubjedked to an uncommon mutilation 
of the two firfl joints of the little finger of the left hand. The 
operation is performed when they arc very young, and is done 
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with a hair, or fome other flight ligature. This being tied round at 
the joint, the flefh foon fwells, and in a few days, the circulation being 
deftroycd, the finger mortifies and drops off. I never faw but one in- 
ftance where the finger was taken off from the right hand, and that 
was occaiioned by the miftake of the mother. Before we knew them, 
we took it to be their marriage ceremony ; but on feeing their muti- 
lated children we were convinced of our miftake ; and at laft learned, 
that thefe joints of the little finger were fuppofed to be in the way when 
they wound their fifliing lines over the hand. On our exprefling a dif- 
guft of the appearance, they always applauded it, and faid it was very 
good. They name it Mal-gun ; and among the many women whom 
I faw, but very few had this finger perfe£l. On my pointing thefe 
out to thofe who were fo diftinguiflied, they appeared to look at and 
fpeak of them with fome degree of contempt. 

The men too were not without their mutilation. Moft of thofe 
who lived on the fea-coaft we found to want the right front tooth ; 
fome, whom we met in the interior part of the country, had not been 
fubjedted to the authority of the tribe of Cam-mer-ray-gal ; but a par- 
ticular account of the ceremonies ufed on this occafion will be given 
under the article Cujioms and Manners. 

I noticed but few deformities of perfon among them ; once or twice 
I have feen on the fand the print of inverted feet. Round (boulders or 
hump-backed people I never faw. Some who were lame, and alTifted 
theinfelves with (licks, have been met with; but their lamenefs might 
proceed from fpear wounds, or by accident from fire ; for never were 
women fo inattentive to their young as thefe. We often heard of 
children being injured by fire, while the mother lay faft afleep befide 
them, thefe people being extremely difficult to awaken when once 
afleep. A very fine little girl, belonging to a man well known and 
much beloved among us, of the name of Cole-be, had two of its toes 
burnt off, and the finews of the leg contracted in one night, by rolling 
into a fire out of its mother’s ai'ms, while they both lay afleep.* 

Their fight U peculiarly fine, indeed their exiftence very often de- 
pends upon the accuracy of it ; for a (hort-fighted man (a misfortune 
unknown tp them, and not yet introduced by fa(hion» nor relieved by 
the life of a glafs) would never be able to defend himfelf from their 
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fpears, which are thrown with amazing force and velocity, I have 
noticed two or three men with fpccks on one eye, and once at Broken 
Bay faw in a canoe an old man who w'as pcrfedly blind. He was ac- 
companied by a youth who paddled his canoe, and who, to my great 
furprife, fat behind him in it. This may, however, be in conformity 
to the idea of rel'peift which is always paid to old age. 

The colour of thefe people is not uniform. We have feen fome 
who, even when cleanfed from the fmoke and filth which were always 
to be found on their perfons, were nearly as black as the African 
negro ; while others have exhibited only a copper or Malay colour. 
The natural covering of their heads is not wool as in mod other black 
people, but hair ; this particular may be remembered in the two na- 
tives who were in this country, Ben-nil-long and Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie. 
The former, on his return, by having fome attention paid to his drefs 
while in London, was found to have very long black hair. Black in- 
deed was the general colour of the hair, though I have feen fome of a 
reddifh call ; but being un.accompanied by any perceptible difference 
of complexion, it was perhaps more the effect of fome outward caufe 
than its natural appearance. 

Their nofes are flat, nollrils wide, eyes much funk in the head, and 
covered with thick eyebrows ; in addition to which, drey wear tied 
round the head, a net the breadth of the forehead, made of the fur of 
the opuffum, which, when wifhing to fee very clearly, I have ob- 
ferved them draw over the eyebrows, thereby eontradting the light. 
Their lips are thick, and the mouth extravagantly wide ; but when 
opened difeovering two rows of white, even, and found teeth. Many 
had very prominent jaws; and there was one man who, but for the 
gift of fpecch, might very well have paffed for an orang-outang. He 
was remarkably hairy; his arms appeared of an uncommon length ; in 
ids g.iit he was not perfedlly upright ; and in his whole manner 
feemed to have more of the brute and lefs of the human fpecies about 
liim than any of his countrymen. Thofe who have been in that 
country will, from this outline of him, recollcdt old We-rahng. 
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No. III. 

HABITATIONS. 

Their habitations arc as rude as imagination can conceive. The hut 
of the woodman is made of the bark of a fingic tree, bent in the mid- 
dle, and placed on its two ends on the ground, affording flicltcr to only 
one miferable tenant. Thefc they never carry about with them ; for 
where we found the hut, we conftantly found the tree from which it 
had been taken withered and dead. On the fea-coaft the huts were 
larger, formed of pieces of bark from fcveral trees put togetlier in the 
form of an oven with an entrance, and large enough to hold fix or 
eight people. Their fire was always at the mouth of the hut, rather 
within than without; and the interior was in general the naftieft finoke- 
dried place that could be conceived. Their unferviccable canoes were 
commonly broken up and applied to this ufe. Befidc thefe bark huts, 
they made ufe of excavations in the rock ; and as the fituations of thefe 
were various, they could always choofe them out of the reach of wind 
and rain. At the mouths of thefe excavations we noticed a luxuriancy 
of foil ; and on turning up the ground, found it rich with fltells and 
other manure. Thefe proved a valuable refource to us, and many loads 
of {hells were burnt into lime, while the other parts were wheeled into 
our gardens. 

When in the woods I feldom met with a hut, but at the mouth of it 
was found an ant’s neft, the dvvelling of a tribe of infedls about an 
inch in length, armed with a pair of forceps and a fling, which they 
applied, as many found to their cod, with a feverity equal to a wound 
made by a knife. We conje£lured, that thefe vermin had been drawn 
together by the bones and fragments of a venifon fcaft, which had been 
left by the hunter. 

In their huts and in their caves they lie down indiferiminately mixed, 
men, women, and children together; and appear to poffefs under them 
much the fame enjoyment as may be fuppofed to be found by the brute 
bead in his den, flreltcr from the weather, and, if not didurbed by ex- 
ternal enemies, the comfort of deep. 
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The extreme foundnefs with which they fleep invites jealoufy, or re- 
venge for other wrongs, to arm the hand of the alTaflin. Several in- 
fiances of this kind occurred during our acquaintance with them, one 
of whiph was too remarkable to pafs unnoticed: Yel-lo-way, a native, 
who feemed endowed with more urbanity than the reft of our friends, 
having pofTefled himfelf (though not, as I could learn, by unfair means) 
of Noo-roo-ing the wife of Wat-te-wal, another native well known 
among us, was one night murdered in his fleep by this man, who could 
not brook the decided preference given by Noo-roo-ing to his rival. This i 

murder he feveral months after repaid in his own perfon, his life being i 

taken by Cole-be, one of Yel-lo- way’s friends, who ftole upon him in the 
night, and put him to death while afleep. It was remarkable, that Cole-be 
found an infant lying in his arms, whom he firft removed, before he 
drove the fatal fpear into the father ; he afterwards brought the child 
with him into the town. Yel-lo-way was fo much efteemed among I 
us, that no one was forry he had been fo revenged. 

Being themfelvcs fenfiblc of the danger they ran in the night, they j 

eagerly befought us to give them puppies of our fpaniel and terrier 
breeds ; which we did ; and not a family was without one or more of I 
thefe little watch-dogs, which they confidered as invaluable guardians j 

during the night ; and w'cre pleafed when they found them readily de- 
vour the only regular food they had to give them, fifli. 


No. IV. 

MODE OF LIVING. 

The natives on the fea-coaft are thofe with whom wc happened to 
‘ be the moft acquainted. Fifh is their chief fupport. Men, women, 
and children are employed in procuring them ; but the means ufed are 
different according to the fex j the males always killing them with the 
fiz-gig, while the females ufe the hook and line. The fiz-gig is made of 
the wattle ; has a joint in it, faftened by gum ; is from fifteen to 
twenty feet in length, and armed with four barbed prongs ; the barb 
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being a piece of bone fecured by gum. To each of thefe prongs they 
gave a particular name ; but I never could difeover any fenfible reafoa 
for the dillindlion. 

The lines ufed by the women are made by themfelves of the bark 
of a fmall tree which they find in the neighbourhood. Their hooks 
are made of the mother-of-pearl oyfter, which they rub on a ftone until 
it afliimes the lhape they want. It muft be remarked, that thefe hooks 
are not barbed ; they neverthclefs catch filh with them with great fa- 
cility. 

While fifhing, the women generally fing; and I have often feen them 
in their canoes chewing mufcles or cockles, or boiled fifii, which they 
fpit into the water as a bait. In thefe canoes, they always carry a fmall 
fire laid upon fea-weed or fand ; wherewith, when defirous of eating, 
they find a ready material for drefling their meal. This fire accounted 
for an appearance which we noticed in many of the women about the 
fmall of the back. We at firft thought it muft have been the effedl of 
firipes ; but the fituation of them was queftionable, and led us to make 
inquiry, when we found it to be the effedt of the fires in the canoes. 

In addition to fifti, they indulge themfelves with a delicacy which I 
have feen them eager to procure. In the body of the dwarf gum tree 
are feveral large worms and grubs, which they fpeedily diveft of an- 
tenruE, legs, &c. and, to our wonder and difguft, devour. >A fervant of 
mine, an European, has often joined them in eating this luxury ; and has 
aflured me, that it was fweeter than any marrow he had ever tafted ; 
and the natives themfelves appeared to find a peculiar rclifli in it. 

The woods, exclufive of the animals which they occafionally find in 
their neighbourhood, afford them but little fuftcnance ; a few berries, 
the yam and fern-root, the flowers of the different bankfia, and at times 
fome honey, make up the whole vegetable catalogue. 

The natives who live in the woods and on tlie margins of rivers are 
compelled to feck a different fubfiftence, and are driven to a harder 
exercife of their abilities to procure it. This is evinced'in the hazard 
and toil with which they afeend the talleft trees after the opoffum and 
flying fquirrcl. At the foot of Richmond Hill, I once found feveral 
places conftrufted exprefsly for the purpofe of enfnaring animals or 
birds. Thefe were wide enough at the entrance to admit a perfon 
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without much difficulty ; but tapering away gradually from the en- 
trance to the end, and terminating in a fmall wickered grate. It wai 
between forty and fifty feet in length ; on each fide the earth was 
thrown up ; and the whole was conftnidtcd of weeds, ruffies, and 
brambles ; but fo well fecured, that an animal once within it could not 
poffibly liberate itfelf. We fuppofed that the prey, be it beaft or bird, 
was hunted and driven into this toll ; and concluded, from finding one 
of them deftroyed by fire, that they force it to the grated end, where it 
is foon killed by their fpears. In one 1 faw a common rat, and in an- 
other the feathers of a (juail. 

By the fides of lagoons I have met with holes which, on examining, 
were found excavated for fome fpace, and their mouths fo covered 
over with grafs, that a bird or bread depping on it would inevitably 
fall in, and from its depth be unable to efcape. 

In an excurfion to the Hawkefbury, we fell in with a native and his 
child on the banks of one of the creeks of that noble river. We had 
Cole-be with us, who endeavoured, but in vain, to bring him to a con- 
ference ; he launched his canoe, and got away as expeditioudy as he 
could, leaving behind him a fpccimen of his food and the delicacy of his 
domach ; a piece of water-foken wood (part of the branch of a tree) 
full of holes, the lodgment of a large worm, named by them cah-bro, 
and which they extradl and eat ; but nothing could be more offenfive 
than the fmell of both the worm and its habitation. There is a tribe of 
natives dwelling inland, who, from the circumftance of their eating 
thefe loathfome worms, are named Cah-bro-gal. 

They refort at a certain feafon of the year (the month of April) to 
the lagoons, where they fubfift on eels which they procure by laying 
hollow pieces of timber into the water, into which the eels creep, and 
are cafily taken. 

Thefe wood natives alfo make a pafte formed of the fem-root and the 
large and fmall ant bruifed together ; in the feafon they alfo add the 
eggs of this infed. 
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No. V. 

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE. 

How will the refined car of gallantry be wounded at reading an 
account of the courtfliip of thefe people ! I have faid that there was a 
delicacy vifible in the manners of the females. Is it not fhocking then 
to think that the prelude to love in this country fhould be violence ? yet 
fuch it is, and of the mod brutal nature : thefe unfortunate vidtims of 
lull and cruelty ^I can call them by no better name) are, I believe, al- 
ways feledled from the women of a tribe different from that of the 
males, (for they ought not to be dignified with the title of men,) and 
with whom they are at enmity. Secrefy is ncceflarily obferved, and 
the poor wretch is ftolen upon in the abfcnce of her protcdlors ; being 
firft ftupified with blows, inflidted with clubs or wooden fwords, on the 
head, back, and flioulders, every one of which is followed by a dream 
of blood, die is dragged through the woods by one arm, with a per- 
fevcrance and violence that one might fuppofe would difplace it from 
its focket i the lover, or rather the ravKher, is regardlefs of the dones 
or broken pieces of trees which may lie in his route, being anxious 
only to convey his prize in fafety to his own party, where a feene en- 
fues too Ihocking to relate. This outrage is not refented by the rela- 
tions of the female, who only retaliate by a fimilar outrage when they 
find it in their power. This is fo condantly the pradlicc among them, 
that even the children make it a game or exercife ; and I have often, 
on hearing the cries of the girls with whom they were playing, ran out 
of my houfe, thinking fome murder was committed, but have found 
the whole party laughing at my midake. 

The women thus ravilhed become their wives, are incorporated into 
the tribe to which the hufband belongs, and but feldom quit him for 
another. 

Many of the men with whom we were acquainted did not confine 
themfelves to one woman. Ben-nil-long, previous to his vifit to Eng- 
land, was pofTeffed of two wives, (if wives they may be called,) both 
1 4 ‘ living 
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living with him and attending orv him wherever he went. One named 
Ba-rang-a-roo, who was of the tribe of Cam-mer-ray, (Ben-nil- long 
himtelf was a Wahn-gal,) lived with him at the time he was feizcd and 
brought a captive to the fcttleraent with Cole-be ; and before her death 
he had brought off from Botany Bay, by the violence before deferibed, 
Go-roo-bar-roo-bool-lo, the daughter of an old man named Mct-ty, a 
native of that diftridl ; and ftie continued with him until his departure 
for England. We were told, on the banks of the Hawkefbury, that all 
the men there, and inland, had two wives. Colc-bc, Ben-nil-long’s 
friend, had two female companions ; and w'e found, indeed, more in- 
ftances of plurality of wives than of monogamy. I do'not recolledl 
ever noticing children by both ; and obferved, that in general, as might 
be expedled, the tw'o women were always jealous of and quarrelling 
with each other. I have heard them fay, that the firft wife claimed a 
priority of attachment and exclufive right to the conjugal embrace; 
while the fecond or latter choice was compelled to be the Have and 
drudge of both. 

Chaftity was a virtue in which they certainly did not pride them- 
fclves ; at leaft, we knew women who, for a loaf of bread, a blanket, or 
a Ihirt, gave up any claim to it, when either was offered by a white 
man ; and many white men were found who held out the temptation. 
Several girls, who were proteiled in the 'fettlement, had not any objec- 
tion to pafling the night on board of fhips, though fome had learned 
fhame enough (for fhamc was not naturally inherent in them) to con- 
ceal, on their landing, the fpoils they had procured during their flay. 
They had alfo difeovered that we thought it (hameful to be feen naked ; 
and I have obferved many of them extremely referved and delicate in 
this refpeft when before us ; but when in the prefenee of only their 
own people, perfectly indifferent about their appearance. 
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CUSTOMS AND MANNERS. 

During the time of parturition thefe people fuffer none but females 
to be prefent. War-re-weer, Bennillong’s filler, being taken in labour 
in the town, an opportunity offered of obferving them in that critical 
jundlure, of which fome of our women, who were favourites with 
the girl, were defircd to avail themfelves ; and from them we learned, 
that during her labour one female, Boo-roong, was employed in jjour- 
ing cold water from time to time on the abdomen, while another, 
tying one end of a fmall line round War-re-weer’s neck, with the 
other end rubbed her own lips until they bled. Sbe derived no aQual 
alliffance from thofe who were about her, the child conning into the 
•world by the foie efforts of nature; neither did any one receive it 
from her ; but, having let it drop, one of our women divided the 
umbilical cord ; after which, (he retired to a fmall hole which had 
been prepared for her, over which (he fat until the after-birth took 
place. The perfon who cut the navel-flring walhed the child, which 
fhe readily permitted, though Boo-roong and the other natives objeded 
to it. She appeared much exhauRed, and, being faint, fell acrofs 
a. fire that was in the place, but without receiving any injury. 

I faw Bennillong’s wife a few hours after (lie had been delivered of 
a child. To my great furprife (he was walking about alone, and 
picking up flicks to mend her fire. The infant, •«’hofe (kin appeared 
to have a reddifh caft, was lying in a piece of (oft bark on the ground, 
the umbilical cord depending about three inches from the navel. 
I remained with her for fome time, during which flic was endeavour- 
ing to get it off; to effed which (he made ufe of the fmall bone ol the 
leg of the kangooroo, round the point of which Bcnnillong had rolled 
fome punk, fo that it looked not unlike the button of a foil. She 
held it every now* and then to the fire, then applied and prelled it to 
the navel until it cooled. This was perfevered in, till the mother 
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thought the cord fufficicnily deadened, and then with a (hell ftie fc- 
parated it *. 

The infant thus produced is by the mother carried about for fomc 
days on a piece of foft bark ; and, as foon as it acquires ftrength 
enough, is removed to her (boulders, where it fits with its little legs 
acrofs her neck ; and, taught by necefiity, foon catches hold of her 
hair to preferve itfelf from falling. 

The reddifh call of the (kin foon gives place to the natural hut, 
a change that is much alTiftcd by the fnioke and dirt in which, from 
the moment of their exillence, thefe children are nurtured. The i 

parents begin early to decorate them after 'the cuftom of the country. 

As foon as the hair of the head can be taken hold of, fifh-bones and 
the teeth of animals are fattened to it with gum. White clay orna- 
ments their little limbs ; and the females fuffer the extraordinary 
amputation which they term mal-gun before they has’e quitted their 
feat on their mother’s (boulders. 

In about a month or fix weeks the child receives its name. This ii 
generally taken from fome of the objedls conttantly before their eyes, 
fuch as a bird, a beatt, or a fitti, and is given without any ceremony. 

Thus Bennillong’s child Dilboong was fo named after a fmall bird, 
which we often heard in low wet grounds and in copfes. An eldeily 
woman who occafionally vifited us was named Mau-ber-ry, the term 
by which they dittinguittr the gurnet from other fiflx. Bcanillang 
told me, his name was that of a large fifli, but one that I never faw 
taken. Bal-loo-der-ry fignified the fi(h named by us the leathern- 
jacket ; and there were two girls in the town named Pat-ye-g*-«ng, 
a corruption of Pat-ta-go-rang, the name of the large grey kangooroo. 

Other inttanccs might be adduced ; but thefe are fufficient to (how the 1 
prevalence of the cuttom. 

At an early age the females wear round the walft a fmall line made ! 

of the twitted hair of the opolTum, from the centre of which depend 
a few fmall uneven lines from two to five inches long, made of the 
lame materials. This they term bar-rin, and wear it nOtif they arc 
grown into women and are attached to men. ‘ 

* 1 Iierc find in my papers a note, that for fomeollenoc Bennlllang had (eterely bcaun 
tills woman in the morniiig, a flioit time before (he was delivered. 

The 
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The union of the fexes takes place at an earlier period than is ufual 
in colder regions. We have known feveral inftances of very young 
girls having been much and (hamefully abufed by the males. 

From tlieir earlieft infancy the boys are accuftomed to throwing 
the fpear, and to the habit of defending themfelves from it. They 
begin by throwing reeds at each other, and are foon very expert. 
They alfo, from the time when they can run, until prompted by man- 
hood to realize their fports, amufe themfelves with ftealing the females, 
and treat them at this time very little worfe than they do then. 

Among their juvenile exercifes I obferved that of throwing up a ball, 
and pairing it from one to another. They alfo provide themfelves with 
fmall Aicks, and range themfelves in a row, when the one at the upper 
end rolls a ball or any other round fubliance along the front of his com- 
panions, every one of whom endeavours to ftrike it as it pafles. This 
is a favourite exercife with them, and of courfe they excel at it. 

Between the ages of eight and llxteen, the males and females 
undergo the operation which they term Gnah-noong, viz. that of hav- 
ing the feptum nt^ bored, to receive a bone or reed, which among them 
is deemed a great ornament, though 1 have feen many whofe articu- 
lation was thereby rendered very imperfefi. Between the fame years 
alfo the males receive the qualifications which are given to them by 
lofing one of the front teetli. This ceremony occurred twice during 
my refidence in New South Wales ; and in the fecond operation I was 
fortunate enough to attend them during the whole of the time, at- 
tended by a perfon well qualified to make drawings of every particular 
circuniAance that occurred. A remarkable coincidence of time was 
noticed as to the feafon in which it took place. It was firft performed 
in the beginning of the month of February 1 79 1 ; and exadriy at the 
fame period in the year 1795 the fecond operation occurred. As they 
have not any idea of numbers beyond three, and of courfe have no 
regular computation of time, this can only be aferibed to chance, par- 
ticularly as the feafon could not have much (hare in their choice, 
February being one of the hot months. 

On the 15th of January 1 795 we found that the natives were aflem- 
bling in numbers for the purpofe of performing this ceremony. Seve- 
ral youths well known among us, never having fubmitted to the 
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operation, were now to be made men. Pe-mul-wy, a wood native, 
and many flrangers, came in ; but the principals in the operation not 
being arrived from Cam-mer-ray, the intermediate nights were to be 
palTcd in dancing. Among them we obferved one man painted white 
to the middle, his beard and eye-brows excepted, and all together a 
frightful objedt. Others were diftinguilhed by large white circles round 
the eyes, which rendered them as terrific as can well be imagined. It 
was not until the 2d of February that the party was complete. In the 
evening of that day the people from Cam-mer-ray arrived, among 
whom were thofe who were to perform the operation, all of whom 
appeared to have been impatiently expedled by the other natives. They 
were painted after the manner of the country, were moftly provided 
with fhields, and all armed with clubs, fpears, and throwing (licks. 
The place feledled for this extraordinary exhibition was at the head of 
Farm dk)ve, where a fpace had been for fome days prepared by during 
it of grafs, (tumps, &c. ; it was of an oval figure, the dimenfions of it 
27 feet by 18, and was named Yoo-lahng. 

When we arrived at the fpot, we found the party from the north 
fhore armed, and (landing at one end of it ; at the other we faw a 
party confifting of the boys who were to be given up for the purpofe of 
lofing each a tooth, and their feveral friends who accompanied them. 

They then began the ceremony. The armed party advanced from 
their end of the Yoo-lahng with a fong or rather a (hout peculiar to 
this occafion, clattering their (hiclds and fpears, and raifing a dull with 
their feet that nearly obfeured the objefls around them. On reaching 
the farther end of the Yoo-lahng, where the children were placed, one 
of the party (lepped from the crowd, and feizing his vidlim returned 
withTiim to his party, who received him with a (hout louder than ufual, 
placing him in the midll, where he feemed defended by a grove of 
fpears from any attempts that his friends might make to refeue him. 
In this manner the whole were taken out, to the number of fifteen ; 
among them appeared Ca-ru-ey, a youth of about fixteen or feventeen 
years of age, and a young man, a ftranger to us, of about three and 
twenty. 

The number being colledled that were to undergo the operation, 
they were feated at the upper end of the Yoo-lahng, each holding 
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<]own the Iiead ; his hands clafpcd, and his legs crolTed under him. In 
this jif'lnion, aukward and painful as it iniill have been, we underftood 
they were to remain all night ; and, in (hort, that until the ceremony 
was concluded, they were neither to look up nor take any refrefhment 
what i never. 

The carrahdis now began foinc of their myftical rites. One of them 
fuddenly fell upon the ground, and throwing hiinfelf into a variety of 
attitudes, accompanied with every gefticulation that could be extorted 
by pain, appeared to be at length delivered of a bone, which was to be 
uled in the enfuing ceremony. He was during this apparently painful 
procefs encircled by a crowd of natives, %vho danced around him, fing- 
ing vociferouily, while one or more beat him on the back until the bone 
was produced, and he w^as thereby freed from his pain. 

He had no fooner rifen from the ground exhauded, drooping, and 
bathed in fweat, than another threw himfclf down with fimilar gefti- 
culations, who went through the fame ceremonies, and ended alfo with 
the produdiion of a bone, with which he had taken care to provide 
himfclf, and to conceal it in a girdle which he wore. 

We were told, that by thefe mummeries (for they were in faft nothing 
clfe) the boys were aflured that the enfuing operation would be attended 
with fcarcely any pain, and that the more thefe carrahdis fuffered, the 
lefs would be felt by them. 

It being now perfedily dark, we quitted the place, with an invitation 
to return early in the morning, and a promife of much entertainment 
from the enfuing ceremony. We left the boys fitting filent, and in 
the pofition before deferibed, in which we were told they were to 
rcm.ain until morning. 

On repairing to the place foon after day-light, wc found the natives 
fleeping in fmall detached parties ; and it was not until the fun had 
fhown hiinfelf that any of them began to ftir. We obferved that the 
people from the north fhore llept by themfelves, and the boys, though 
we heard they were not to be moved, were lying alfo by themfelves at 
fome little diftance from the Yoo-lahng. Tow'ards this, foon after fun- 
rife, the carrahdis and their party advanced in quick movement, one 
after the other, fliouting as they entered, and running twice or thrice 
round it. The boys were then brought to the Yoo-lahng, hanging 
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their heads and clafping their hands. On their being feated in thli 
manner, the ceremonies began, the principal performers in which ap. 
peared to be about twenty in number, and all of the tribe of Cam> 
mer-ray. 

The exhibitions now. performed were numerous and various ; but 
all of them in their tendency pointed toward the boys, and had feme 
allufion to the principal aA of the day, which was to be the concluding I 
feene of it. The ceremony will be found pretty accurately reprefcated 
in the annexed Engravings. ^ 

I 


i 
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No. I. — Reprcferus the young men, fifteen in number, fcated at the 
head of the Yoo-Iahng, while thofe who were to be the operators paraded 
feveral times round it, running upon their hands and feet, and imitating 
the dogs of the country. Their drefs was adapted to this purpofe ; the 
wooden fword, ftuck in the hinder part of the girdle which they wore 
round the waift, dill not, when they were crawling on all fours, look 
much unlike the tail of a dog curled over his back. Every time they 
paffcd the place where the boys were feated, they threw up the fand and 
duft on them with their hands and their feet. During this ceremony 
the boys fat perfedly ftill and filent, never once moving therafelves 
from the pofition in which they were placed, nor feeming in the leall 
to notice the ridiculous appearance of the carrahdis and their aflbeiates. 

We underftood that by this ceremony power over the dog was given 
to them, and that it endowed them with whatever good or beneficial 
<]ualities that animal might poflefs. 

The dogs of this country are of the jackal fpecles ; they never bark^ 
are of two colours, the one red with fome white about it ; the other 
quite black. They have an invincible prediledtion for poultry, which 
the fevered beatings could never reprefs. Some of them are very 
handibme. 
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No. 2. — Reprefents the young men featcd as before. The firll figure 
in the plate is a ftout robuft native, carrying on his fliouldcrs a pat-ta- 
go-rang or kangooroo made of grafs ; the fecoud is carrying a load of 
brulh-wood. The other figures, feated about, are finging, and beating 
time to the fteps of the two loaded men, who appeared as if they were 
almoft unable to move under the weight of the burthen which they 
carried on their fltoulders. Halting every now and then, and limping, 
they at laft dcpolited their load at the feet of the young men, and retired 
from the Yoo-lahng as if they were excelTively fatigued by what they 
had done. It inuft be noticed, that the man who carried the brulh- 
wood had thrufl: one or two flowering Ihrubs through the feptum naji. 
He exhibited an extraordinary appearance in this feene. 

By this offering of the de.ad kangooroo was meant the power that 
was now given them of killing that animal ; the bruQi-wood might re- 
prefent its haunt. 
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No. 3. — The boys were left fe.tted at the Yoo-lahng for about half 
an liour ; during which the adors went down into a valley near the 
place, where they fitted themfelves with long tails made of grafs, 
which they faftened to the hinder part of their girdles, inftead of 
the fword, which was laid afide during the fecnc. Being equipped, 
they put themfelves in motion as a herd of kangooroos, now jumping 
along, then lying down and fcratching themfelves, as thofe animals do 
when balking in the fun. One man beat time to them with a club on 
a Ihield, while two others armed, attended them all the way, pretend- 
ing to fteal upon them unobferved and fpcar them. 

T^his was emblematical of one of their future exercifes, the hunting 
of the kangooroo. 

The fccnc was altogether whlmfical and curious ; the valley where 
they equipped themfelves was very romantic, and the occafion extra- 
ordinary and perfcdly novel. 
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No. 4. — On the arrival of this curious party at the Yoo-Iahng, it 
pafled by the boys as the lierd of Kangooroo, and then cjuiclcly divert- 
ing themfelves of their artificial tails, each man c-iught up a boy, and, 
jdacing him on his rtioulders, carried him off in triumph toward the 
lart feene of this extraordinary exhibition. 

It muft be remarked, that the friends and relations of the young 
people by no means interfered, nor attempted to molcrt thefe north 
(here n.atives in the execution of their bufmefs. 
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No. 5. — After walking a Ihort dirtancc, the boys were let down 
from the flioulders of the men, and placed in a duller, Handing with 
their heads inclined on their brcalls, and their hands clafped together. 
Some of the party difappeared for above ten minutes to arrange the 
figure of the next feene. I was not admitted to witnefs this bufmefs, 
about which they appeared to obferve a greater degree of myllcry and 
preparation than I had noticed in either of the preceding ceremonies. 
We were at length defired to come foiward, when we found the figures 
as placed in the plate No. 5. 

The group on the left are the {joys and thofe who attended them ; 
fronting them were feen two men, one feated on the Hump of a tree 
bearing another man on his Ihoulders, both with their arms extended : 
behind thefe were feen a number of bodies lying with their faces 
toward the ground, as clofe to each other as they could lie, and at the 
foot of another Hump of a tree, on which were placed two other 
figures in the fame pofition as the preceding. 

As the boys and their attendants approached the fir ft of thefe 
figures, the men wdio formed it began to move thcmfclves from fide 
to fide, lolling out their tongues, and flaring as wide and horribly with 
their eyes as they could open them. After this mummery had con- 
tinued fome minutes, the men feparated for them to pal's, and the 
boys were now led over the bodies lying on the ground. Thefe im- 
mediately began to move, writhing as if in agony, and uttering a 
mournful difmal found, like very diftant thunder. Having palTed 
over thefe bodies, the boys were placed before the fecond figures, who 
went through the fame feries of grimaces as thofe who were feated on 
the former Hump; after w'hich the whole moved forward. 

A particular name, boo-roo-moo-roong, was given to this fccnc; but 
of its import I could learn very little. I made much inquiry; but 
could never obtain any other anfvver, than that it w'as very good ; that 
the boys would now become brave men; that they would fee well, and 
fight well. 4 
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No. 6. — ^At a little diftance from the preceding fcene the whole party 
halted; the boys were feated by each other, while oppofite to them 
were drawn up in a half circle the other party, now armed with the 
fpear and the Ihield. In the centre of this party, with his face toward 
them, ftood Boo-der-ro, the native who had throughout taken the 
principal part in the bufinefs. He held his flrield in one hand, and a 
club in the other, with which he gave them, as it were, the time for 
their exercife. Striking the Ihield with the club, at every third llroke 
the whole party poifed and prefented their fpears at him, pointing them 
inwards, and touching the centre of his Ihield. 

This concluded the ceremonies previous to the operation ; and it 
appeared fignihcant of an exercife which was to form the principal 
bufmefs of their lives, the ufe of the fpear. 
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No. 7.— They now commenced their preparations for ftriking out 
the tooth. The firft fubjedl they took out was a boy of about ten 
years of age : he was feated on the (houlders of another native who 
fat on the grafs, as appears in this Plate. 

The bone was now produced which had been pretended to be taken 
from the ftomach of the native the preceding evening ; this, being 
made very fliarp and fine at one end, was ufed for lancing the gum, 
and but for fome fuch precaution it would have been impollible to 
have got out the tooth without breaking the jaw-bone. A throwing- 
ftick was now to be cut about eight or ten inches from the end ; and 
to effedt this, much ceremony was ufed. ' The flick was laid upon a 
tree, and three attempts to hit it were made before it was (truck. The 
wood being very hard, and the inftrument a bad tomahawk, it took 
feveral blows to divide it ; but three feints were conftantly made be- 
fore each ftroke. When the gum was properly prepared, the opera- 
tion began : the fmalleft end of the (lick was applied as high up on the 
tooth as the gum would admit of, while the operator flood ready with 
a- large done apparently to drive the tooth down the throat of his pa- 
tient. Here their attention to the number three was again manifefl ; 
no flroke was actually made until the operator had thrice attempted to 
hit the throwing-flick. They were full ten minutes about this firll 
operation, the tooth being, unfortunately for the boy, fixed very firm 
in the gum. It was at lafl forced out, and the fufferer was taken 
away to a little diflance, where the gum was clofed by his friends, 
who now equipped him in the flyle he was to appear in for fome days. 
A girdle was tied round his waifl, in which was (luck a wooden 
fword ; a ligature was put round his head, in which were (luck flips 
of the grafs-gum tree, which, being white, had a curious and not un- 
pleafing effedt. The left hand was to be placed over the mouth, which 
was to be kept fhut ; he was on no account to fpeak; and for that 
day he was not to eat. 

In like manner were all the others treated, except one, a pretty boy 
about eight or nine years of age, who, after fuffering his gum to be 
lanced, could not endure the pain of more than one blow with the 
Aone, and breaking from them made his efcape. 
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During the whole of the operation the aflidants made the moft 
hideous noife in the ears of the patients *, fufficient to diHra£): their at- 
tention, and to drown any cries they could poffibly have uttered ; but 
they made it a point of honour to bear the pain without a murmur. 

Some other peculiarities, however, were obferved. The blood that 
iflued from the lacerated gum was not wiped away, but fuffered to 
run down the breaft, and fall upon the head of the man on whofe 
fhoulders the patient fat, and whofe name was added to his. I law 
them feveral days afterwards, with the blood dried upon the breaft. 
They were alfo termed Ke-bar-ra, a name which has reference in its 
conftrudion to the fingular inftrument ufed on this occalion, Ke-bah 
in their language fignifying a rock or ftone. I heard them feveral 
months after addrefs each other by this fignificant name. 

• Crying e-wah e-wah, ga-ga ga>ga, repeatedly. 
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No. 8. — This Plate reprefents the young men arranged and fitting 
upon the trunk of a tree, as they appeared in the evening after the 
operation was over. The man is Cole-be, who is applying a broiled 
filh to his relation Nan-bar-ray’s gum, which had fuffered from the 
ftroke more than any of the others. 

Suddenly, on a iignal being given, they all ftarted up, and rulhed 
into the town, driving before them men, women, and children, who 
were glad to get out of their way. They were now received into the 
clafs of men ; were privileged to wield the fpear and the club, and to 
oppofe their perfons in combat. They might now alfo feize fuch fe- 
males as they chofe for wives. 

All this, . however, muft be underHood to import, that by having 
fubmitted to the operation, having endured the pain of it without a 
murmur, and having loll a front tooth, they received a qualilication 
■which they were to exercife whenever their years and their ftrength 
ihould be equal to it. 

Bcn-nil-long’s After, and Da-ring-ha, Cole-be’s wife, hearing me 
exprefs a great defire to be poflefled of fome of thefe teeth, procured 
three of them for me, one of which was that of Nan-bar-ray, Cole- 
be’s relation. 

I found that they had fafiened them to pieces of fmall line, and' 
were wearing them round their necks. They were given to me with 
much fecrecy and great dread of being obferved, and with an injunc- 
tion that I fliould never let it be known that they had made me fuch 
a prefent, as the Cam-mer-ray tribe, to whom they were to be given, 
would not fail to punifii them for it ; and they added that they Ihould 
tell them the teeth were loft. Nan-bar-ray’s tooth Da-ring-ha wilhed 
me to give to Mr. White, the principal furgeon of the fettlement, with 
whom the boy had lived from, his being brought into it, in the year 
1789, to Mr. White’s departure ; thus with gratitude remembering, 
after the lapfe of fome years, the attention which that gentleman had. 
Ihcwn to her relative. 

Having remained with them while the operation was performed on. 
three or four of the boys, I went into the town, and returned after 
fun-fet, when 1 found the whole equipped and feated on the trunk of 
the tree, as deferibed in the Plate. It was then that I received the- 
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three teeth, and was conjured by the women to leave the place, as they 
did not know what might enfue. In fadi, I obferved the natives arm- 
ing themfelves ; much confufion and hurry was vifible among them ; 
the favage appeared to be predominating ; perhaps the blood they had 
drawn, and which was ftill wet on the heads and breads of many of 
them, began to make them fierce j and, when I was on the point of 
retiring, the fignal was given, which animated the boys to the firft 
cxercife.of the fpirit which the bufinefs of the day had infufed into 
them, (for I have no doubt that their young bofoms were warmed by 
the different ceremonies which they had witneffed, of which they had 
indeed been fomething more than mere fpedlators, and which they 
knew had been exhibited wholly on their account,) and they rufhed 
into the town in the manner before deferibed, every where as they 
paffed along fetting the grafs on fire. 

On fhewing the teeth to Qur medical gentleman there, and to others 
fmee my return to England, they all declared that they could not have 
been better extracted, had the proper inllrunient been ufed, inflead of 
the ftone and piece of wood. 

On a view of all thefe circumftances, I certainly fhould not confider 
this ceremony in any other light than as a tribute, were I not obliged 
to hefitate, by obferving that all the people of Cam-mer-ray, which 
were thofe who exaifked the tooth, were themfelves proofs that they 
had fubmitt^d to the operation. I never faw one among them who 
had not loft the front tooth. I well recclleft Ben-nil-long, in the 
early period of our acquaintance with him and his language, telling 
us, as we then thought, that a man of the name of Cam-mer-ra-gal 
wore all the teeth about his neck. But we afterwards found that this 
term was only the diftinguifhing title of the tribe which performed 
the ceremonies incident to the operatioti. Ben- nil-long at other times 
told us, that his own tooth was bour-bil-liey pc-mul, buried in the 
earth, and that others were thrown into the fea. It is certain, how- 
ever, that my female friends, who gave me the teeth, were very 
anxious that the gift fhould not come to the knowledge of the men of 
Cam-tner-ray, and repeatedly faid that they were intended for them. 

In alluding to this ceremony, whether by pointing to the vacancy 
'Occafioned by the loft tooth, or by adverting to any of the curious 
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fcenes exhibited on the occadon, the words Yoo-lahng erah-ba-diahng 
were always ufed ; but to denote the lofs of any other tooth the word 
bool-bag-ga was applied. The term Yoo-lahng erah-ba-diahng muft 
therefore be confidered aS applying folely to this extraordinary occa- 
fion ; it appears to be compounded of the name given to the fpol 
where the principal fcenes take place, and of the moft material quali- 
fication that is derived from the whole ceremony, that of throwing 
the fpear. I conceive this to be the import of the word erah-ba- 
diahng, erah being a part of the verb to throw, erah, throw you, 
erailley, throwing. 


Being thus entered on “ the valued file,” they quickly aflumc the 
confequence due to the difiinfUon, and as foon as poiTible bring their 
faculties into adkion. The procuring of food really feems to be but a 
fecondary bufinefs with them ; the management of the fpear and the 
fhield, dexterity in throwing the various clubs they have in ufe among 
them, agility in either attacking or defending, and a difplay of the 
confiancy with which they endure pain, appearing to rank firft among 
their concerns in life. The females too are accuftomed to bear on 
their heads the traces of the fuperiority of the males, with which they 
dignify them almoft as foon as they find llrength in the arm to im- 
print the mark. We have feen fome of thefe unfortunate beings with 
more fears upon their fhorn heads^ cut in every direction, than could 
be well difiinguifhed or counted. The condition of thefe women is 
ib wretched, that I have often, on feeing a female child borne on its 
mother’s Ihoulders, anticipated the miferies to which it was born, and 
thought it would be a mercy to deftroy it. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, that they are the mere fiaves of the men, I have generally 
found, in tracing the caufes of their quarrels, that the women were at 
the head of them, though in fome cafes remotely. They mingled in 
all the contefis of the men ; and one of thefe, that was in the be- 
ginning attended with fome ceremony, was opened by a woman : 

We 
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We had been told for fotne days of their making great preparations 
for a fight, and gladly heard that they had chofen a clear fpot near the 
town for the purpofe. The contending parties confifted of moft of our 
Sydney acquaintance, and fotne natives from the fouth (hore of Botany 
Bay, among whom was Gome-boak, already mentioned in page 408. 
We repaired to the fpot an hour before fun-fet, and found them feated 
oppofite each other on a level piece of ground between two hills. As 
a prelude to the bufinefs, we obfcrved our friends, after having waited 
fomc time, ftand up, and each man ftooping down, take water in the 
hollow of his hand, (the place juft before them being wet,) which he 
drank. An elderly woman with a cloak on her Ihoulders, (made of 
opoflitm Ikins very neatly fewn together,) and provided with a club, 
then advanced from the oppofite fide, and, uttering much abufive lan- 
guage at the time, ran up to Cole-be, who was on the right, and gave 
him what I fhould have confidcred a fevere blow on the head, which 
with feeming contempt he held out to her for the purpofe. She went 
through the fame ceremony with the reft, w’ho made no rcfiftance, 
until Ihe came up to Ye-ra-ni-be, a very fine boy, who ftood on the 
left. He, not admiring the blows that his companions received, which 
were followed by blood, ftruggled with her, and had he not been very 
adlive, I believe ftie would have ftabbed him with his own fpear, which 
Ihe wrefted from him. The men now advanced, and gave us many 
opportunities of witnelfing the ftrength and dexterity with which they 
threw their fpears, and the quicknefs of fight which was requifite to 
guard againft them. The conteft lafted until dark, when throwing the 
fpear could no longer be accounted fair, and they beat each other with 
clubs, until they left off by mutual confent. In this part of the conteft 
many fevere wounds were given, and much blood was drawn from the 
heads of each party ; but nothing material happened while they had light 
enough to guard againft the fpear. 

In the exercife of this weapon they are very expert. I have feen 
them ftrike with certainty at the diftance of feventy meafured yards. 
They are thrown with great force, and where they arc barbed are very 
ibrmidable inftruments. The wo-mcr-ra, or throwing-ftlck, is always 
made .ufe of on fuch occafions. This is a iUck about three feet long, 
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with a hook at one end (and a flxell at the other, fecured by gum), to 
receive which there is a fmall hole at the head of the fpear. Both are 
held in the right hand, the fingers of which are placed, two above the 
throwing-ftick, and two between it and the fpear, at about the diflance 
of two feet from the hook. After poifing it for foine time, and mea- 
futing with the eye the difiance from the obje£l to be thrown at, the 
fpear is dil'charged, the throwing-fiick remaining in the hand. Of 
thefe infirumcnts there are two kinds ; the one, named Wo-mer-ra, is 
armed with the fhcll of a clamm, which they term Kah-dien, and which 
they ufc for the fame purpofes that we employ a knife. The other, 
which they name Wig-goon, has a hook, but no fliell, and is rounded 
at the end. With this they dig the fern-root and yam out of the 
earth, and it is formed of heavy wood, while the wo-mer-ra is only 
part of a wattle fplit. They have feveral varieties of fpears, every 
difference in them being difiinguiflied by a name. Some arc only 
pointed ; others have one or more barbs, either fiiapcd from the folid 
piece of wood of which the fpear is made, or fafiened on with gum ; 
and fome are armed with pieces of broken oyfter-fhell for four or five 
inches from the point, and fecured by gum. All thefe barbed fpears 
are dangerous, from the difficulty of extrafUng them. Of fhields they 
have but two forts. One, named E-lec-mong, is cut from the bark of 
the gum tree, and is not fo capable of refilling the fpear as the Ar-rah- 
gong, which is formed of folid wood, and hardened by fire. This 
Ihield is not fo much in ufe as the e-lee-mong, as I imagine from its 
greater weight, and perhaps alfo from the fuperior difficulty they 
meet with in procuring it. Of clubs they ufe feveral forts, fome of 
which are of very large dimenfions. They have one, the head of 
which is flat, with a lharp point in the centre. The flat part is 
painted with red and white firipes from the centre, and does not look 
unlike what they term it, Gnal-lung-ul-la, the name given by them to 
a mufhroom. They have yet another infirument, which they call 
Ta-war-rang. It is about three feet long, is narrow, but has three 
fidcs, in one of which is the handle, hollowed by fire. The other Tides 
are rudely carved with curved and waved lines, and it is made ufe of 
in dancing, being ftruck upon for this purpofe with a club. An inftru- 
ment very common among them muft not be omitted in this account 
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of their weapons' of hoftillty, for fuch, I fear, fome of our miferable 
Araggllng convids have found it to their coft, though it generally is 
applied to more peaceful purpofes. This is the Mo-go *, or ftone- 
hatchet. The ftone is found in the fhallows at the upper part of the 
Hawkefhury, and a handle being fixed round the head of it with gum, 
the under part is brought by fridion to an edge fine enough to divide 
the bark of fuch trees as they take their canoes or hunters huts from, 
and even the (hields which arc cut from the body of the tree itfelf. 
There is no doubt of their readily applying this as a weapon, when na 
other offers to their neceflities. 

It muft be obferved, that the principal tribes have their peculiar wea- 
pons, Moft of us had made collodions of their fpears, throwing-fticks, 
&c. as opportunities occurred ; and on (hewing them to our Sydney 
friends, they have told us that fuch a one was ufed by the people who 
live to the fouthward of Botany Bay ; that another belonged to the. 
tribe of Cam-mer-ray. The fpear of the wood tribes, Be-dia-gal, 
Tu-ga-gal, and Boo-roo-bir-rong-gal, were known from being armed 
with bits of ftone, inftead of broken oyfter-lhells. The lines wora 
round th’e waift by the men belonged to a peculiar tribe, and came 
into the hands of others either by gift or plunder. The nets ufed by 
the people of the coaft for carrying their filh, lines, &c. differed in the 
mefli from thofe ufed by the wood natives ; and they extend this pecu- 
liarity. even to their dances, their fongs, and their dialed. 

Among other cuftoms which thefe people invariably pradife, is one 
that is highly deferving of notice, as it carries with it fome idea of re- 
tributive juftice. 

The (bedding of blood is always followed by punKhment, the party 
offending being compelled to expofe his perfon to the fpears of all wha 
choofe to throw at him ; for in thefe punifbments the ties of confan- 
guinity or friendfhip are of no avail. On the death of a perfon, whether 
male or female, old or young, the friends of the deceafed muft be- 
punilhed, as if the death were occafioned by their negled. This is 
fometimes carried farther than there feems occafion for, or than can be 
reconcilable with humanity. 

* A reprefenutJon of this and other ioHrumems is given in the Vignette in page 439. 

After 
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After the murder of Yel-lo-way by Wat-te-wal, his widow Noo- 
roo-ing being obliged, according to the cuftom of her country, to 
avenge her hulband’s death on fome of the relations of the murderer, 
meeting with a little girl named Go-nang-goo-lie, who was fomcway 
related to Wat-te-wal, walked with her and two other girls to a retired 
place, where with a club and a pointed ftonc they beat her fo cruelly, 
that die was brought into the town almoft dead. In the head were fix 
or feven deep incifions, and one ear was divided to the bone, which, 
from the nature of the inftrument with which they beat her, was much 
injured. This poor child was in a very dangerous way, and died in a 
few days afterwards. The natives to whom this circumftancc was 
mentioned exprefled little or no concern at it, but feemed to think it 
right, neceflary, and inevitable ; and we underftood that whenever wo- 
men have occafion for this fanguinary revenge, they never exercife it 
but on their own fex, not daring to ftrike a male. Noo-roo-ing, per- 
ceiving that her treatment of Go-nang-goo-lie did not meet our appro- 
bation, denied having beaten her, and faid it was the other girls ; but 
fuch men as we converfed with on the fubjedl aflured us it was Noo-roo- 
ing, and added, that fhe had done no more than what cuftom obliged 
her to. The little viftim of her revenge was, from her quiet tradlable 
manners, much beloved in the town ; and what is a Angular trait of 
the inhumanity of this proceeding, fhe had every day fince Ycl-lo-way’s 
death requefted that Noo-roo-ing might be fed at the officer’s hut, where 
fhe herfelf refided. Savage indeed muft be the cuftom and the feelings 
which could arm the hand againft this child’s life ! Her death was not 
avenged, perhaps becaufe they confidered it as an expiatory facrlficc. 

Wat-te-wal, who committed the crime for which this little girl 
fuffered fo cruelly, efcaped unhurt from the fpears of Ben-nil-long, 
Cole-be, and feveral other natives, and was afterwards received by them 
as ufual, and adlually lived with this very woman for fome time, till he 
was killed in the night by Cole-be, as before related. 

This Wat-te-wal was in gr?at union with Ben-nil-long, who twice 
denied his having committed offences which he knew would forfeit our 
favour. In this laft inftance Ben-nil-long betrayed more duplicity than 
we had given him credit for. On afking him with fome earneftnefs if 
Wat-te-wal had killed Yel-lo-way, he aflfured us with much confidence 
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that it vras not Wat-te-wal who had killed him, bu* We-re-mur-rah. 
Little did we fufped that our friend had avJlei' himfelf of a circum- 
ftance which he knew we were unacquainted with, that Wat-te-wal had 
more than one name. By giving us the fecond, he faved his friend, 
and knew that he could at all times boldly maintain that he had not 
concealed his name from us, Wc-rc-mur-rah being as much his name 
as Wat-te-wal, though we had never known him by it. On apprifing 
him fome time afterwards, that we had difeovered his artifice, and that 
it was a mcannefs we did not expcfl from him, he only laughed and 
went away. 

The violent death of Yel-lo-way we have feen followed by a cruel 
proceeding, which terminated in the death of the murderer’s relation, 
Go-nang-goo-lic. I lhall now fliew what followed where the perfon died 
a natural death. 

Bone-da, a very fine youth, who lived at my houfe for feveral-months,. 
died of a cold, which, fettling in his face, terminated in a mortificatioa 
of his upper and lower jaws, and carried him off. Wc were told that 
fome blo^ muft be fpilt on this occafion ; but fix weeks elapfed before 
we heard of any thing having happened in confequence of his deceafe. 
About that time having paffed, however, we heard that a large party of 
natives belonging to different tribes, being affembled at Pan-ner-rong *, 
(or, as it is named with us, Rofe Bay,) the fpot which they had often 
choCtnfor Ihedding blood, after dancing and feafiing over-night, early' 
in the morning, Mo-roo-ber-ra, the brother, and Cole-be, another 
xelation of Bone- da, feized upon a lad named Tar-ra-bil-Iong, and with 
a club each gave him a wound in his head, which laid the Ikull bare. 
Da-ring-ha, the filler of Bone-da, had her lhare in the bloody rite, and 
puflied at the unoffending boy with a doo-ull or fliort fpear. He was 
brought into the town and placed at the hofpital, and, though the 
furgeon pronounced from the nature of his wounds that his recovery 
was rather doubtful, he was feen walking about the day following. Oa 
being fpoke to about the bufinefs, he faid he did not weep or cry out like 
a boy, but like a man cried Ki-yah when they firuck him ; that the per- 
fons who treated him in this unfriendly manner were no longer his ene- 
mies, but would eat or drink or fit with him as friends. 

* Fin-ner.iong is the language of the country fignifics Blood. 
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Three or four days after this, Go-roo-binc, a grey-headed man, appa- 
rently upwards of fixty years of age, who was related to Bone-da, 
came in with a fevere wound on the back part of his head, given him 
on account of the boy’s deceafe ; neither youth nor old age appearing 
to he exempted from thofc fanguinary cuftoms. 

When Ba-rang-a-roo, Ben-nil-long’s wife, died, feveral fpears w'crc 
thrown by the men at each other, by which many were wounded ; and 
Ben-nil-long had a fevere conteft with Wil-le-mer-ring, whom he- 
wounded in the thigh. He had fent for him as a car-rah-dy to attend 
her when Ihe was ill ; but he either could not or would not obey the 
fummons. Ben-nil-long had chofen the time for celebrating thefe funeral 
games in honour of his deceafed wife when a whale feafl: had aflembled 
a large number of natives together, among whom were feveral people 
from the northward, who fpoke a dialed! very different to that with 
which we were acquainted. 

Some officers happening once to be prefent in the lower part of the 
harbour when a child died, perceived the men immediately retire, and 
throw their fpears at one another with much apparent anger, while the 
females began their ufual lamentations. 

When Dil-boong, Ben-nil-long’s infant child, died, feveral fpears were 
thrown, and Ben-nil-long, at the deceafe of her mother, faid repeatedly, that 
he ihould not be fatished until he had facriliced fome one to her manes. 

Ye-ra-ni-be Go-ru-ey having beaten a young woman, the wife of 
another man, and flic having fome time, after exchanged a perilous and ' 
troublefome life for the repofe and quiet of the grave, a conteft enfued 
fome days after, on account of her deceafe, between Ben-nil-long and 
Go-ru-ey, and between the hulband and Go-m-ey, by both of whom 
he was wounded. Ben-nil-long drove a fpe.ir into his knee, and the 
hufband another into his left buttock. This wound he muft have 
received by failing to catch the fpear on his fliield, and turning his body 
to let it pafs befide him; other fpears were thrown, but he alone 
appeared to be the vidiim of the day. Signifying a wilh to have his 
wounds dreffed by the furgeon, he was in the evening actually brought 
up to the hofpital by the very man who had wounded him. 

The bay named Pan-ner-rong was the feene of this extraordinary 
tranladion. 
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Not a long time before I left the country, I witnelTed another con- 
teft among them, which was attended with fome degree of ceremony. 
The circumftance was this. A native of the Botany Bay diftrid, named 
Coliindiun, having taken off by force Go-roo-boo-roo-bal-lo, the former 
wife of Ben-nil-long, but now the wife of Car-ru-ey, and carried 
her up the harbour, Car-ru-ey with his relation Cole-be, in revenge, 
Aole upon this Coliindiun one night while he lay afleep, and each 
fixed a fpear in him. The wounds, though deep and fevere, yet did 
not prove mortal, and on his recovery he demanded fatisfadion. He 
came accompanied by a large party of natives from the fouth Ihore of 
Botany Bay, and rather reludantly, for he had wifited the bufinefs to 
be decided there, rather than among Car-ru -ey’s friends, as many of 
his affociates in arms were entire ftrangers to us. Thirfting after 
revenge, however, he was prevailed with to meet him on his own 
ground, and the Yoo-lahng formerly ufed for a different purpofe was 
the place of rendezvous. 

At night they all danced, that is to fay, both parties, but not mixed 
together ; one fide waiting until the other had concluded their dance. 
In the manner of dancing, of announcing themfelves as ready to begin, 
and alfo in their fong, there was an evident difference. 

Our friends appeared to have fome apprchenfion bf the event not 
proving favourable to them ; for perceiving an officer there with a gun, 
Car-ru-ey ftrenuoufly urged him, if any thing fliould happen to him, 
to ffioot the Botany Bay black fellows. The women, to induce us to 
comply with his requeft, told us that fome of the oppofite party had 
faid they would kill Car-ru-ey. Some other guns making their ap- 
pearance, the ftrangers were alarmed and uneafy, until affured that 
they were intended merely for our own fccurity. 

The time for this bufinefs was juft after ten in the forenoon. We found 
Car-ru-ey and Cole-be feated at one end of the Yoo-lahng, each armed 
with a fpear and throwing-ftick, and provided with a ftiield. Here 
they were obliged to fit until fome one of their opponents got up; they 
alfo then arofc and put themfelves en garde. Some of the fpears which 
were thrown at them they picked up and threw back ; and others tliey 
returned with e.xtraordinary violence. 

The 
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The affair was over before two o’clock ; and, what was remarkable, we 
did not hear of any perfon being wounded. We underftood, however, 
that this circumllance was to produce another meeting. 

In this as in all the contefts I ever witneffed among them, the point 
of honour was rigidly obferved. But fpears were not the only inftru- 
ments of warfare on thefe oceafions. They had alfo to combat with 
words, in which the women fometimes bbre a part. During this latter 
engagement I have feen them, when any very oflenfive word met their 
ears, fuddenly place themfelves in the attitude of throwing the fpear, 
and at times let it drop on the ground without difeharging; and others 
threw it with all their ftrength; but always fcrupuloufly obferving the 
fituation of the perfon oppofed, and never throwing at him until he 
covered himfelf with his Ihield. The mod unaccountable trait in this 
bufinefs was, the party thrown at providing his enemy with weapons; for 
they have been repeatedly feen, when a fpear has flown harmlefs be- 
yond them, to pick it up and fling it carelefsly back to their adverfary. 
This might proceed from contempt, or from there being a fcarcity of 
fpears ; and I have thought that when, inffead of flinging it carelefsly 
back, they have thrown it with much violence, it was becaufe it had 
been thrown at them with a greater vifible degree of malevolence than 
the others. 

Tills rigid attention to the point of honour, when fairly oppofed to 
each other, is difficult to reconcile with their treacherous and midnight 
murders. 

Their mode of retaliating an infult or Injury was extraordinary. 
Children, if when at play they received a blow or a pufli, refented it 
by a blow or a puffi of equal force to that which they felt. This re- 
taliating fpirit appeared alfo among the men, of a remark.ible inftance 
of which feveraJ of us were witnelTes. A native of the name of 
Bur-ro-wan-nic had fome time before been beaten by two natives of 
the tribe of Gwe-a, at the head of Botany Bay. One of thefe being, 
fixed on, he was in return to be beaten by Bur-ro-wan-nie. For this 
purpofe a large party attended over-night at the head of the ffream, 
near the fettlement to dance ; at which exercife they continued from- 
uine till part twelve o’clock. The man who was to be beaten danced: 
witli the reff until they ceafed, and then laid himfelf down among, 
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them to fleep. Early in the morning, while he was yet on the ground, 
and .apparently afleep at the foot of a tree, Cole-bcand Bur-ro-wan-nie, 
armed each with a fpear and a club, nifhed upon him from among 
fomc trees. Cole-be made a pufli at him with his fpear, but did not 
touch him, wdiile the other, Bur-ro-wan-nie, ftruck him with his club 
two fcvere blows on the hinder part of the head. The noife they made, 
if he was afleep, awaked him and when he was llruck, he was on 
Lis legs. He was perfcdfly unarmed, and hung his head in filence 
while Cole-be and his companion talked to him. No more blows were 
given, and Ben-nil-long, who was prefent, wiped the blood from the 
wounds with fome grafs. As a proof that Bur-ro-wan-nie was 
fatislied with the redrefs he had taken, we faw him afterwards wait- 
ing in the town with the objedf of his refentment, who, on being 
afked, faid Bur-ro-ween-nie was good; and during the whole of the 
day, wherefoever he was feen, there alfo was this poor wretch with 
his breaft and back covered with dried blood; for, according to the con- 
ftant pradlicc of his countrymen, he had not walhed it off. In the 
evening I faw him with a ligature faftened very tight round his head, 
which certainly required fomething to alleviate the pain it mull have 
endured. 

In fome of thefe contefts they have been feen on the field of battle 
attended by a perfon who appeared to be the friend of both parties. 
In a finglc combat which Mo-roo-ber-ra had with Ben-nil-long, they 
were attended by Cole-be, who took a pofition on one fide about half- 
way between them, armed w'ith a fpear and throwing-flick, but un- 
provided with a fhield. This I faw he frequently fhook, and talked 
a great deal, but never threw it. While in this lituation he was (lyled 
Ca-bah-my. 

I had long wifhed to be a witnefs of a family party, in which I 
hoped and cxpedlcd to fee them diverted of that reftraiiit which per- 
haps they might put on in our houfes. I was one day gratified in this 
wilh when 1 little expeirted it. Having ftrolled down to the Point 
named Too-bow-gu-lie, I faw the filler and the young wife of Ben- 
nil-long coming round the Point in the new canoe which the hufband 
had cut in his laft excurfion to Parramatta. They had been out to 
procure fifli, and were keeping time with their paddles, refponlive to 
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the words of a fong, in which they joined with much good humour 
and harmony. They were almofl immediately joined by Ben-nil-long, 
who had his filler’s child on his Ihoulders. The canoe was hauled on 
fliore, and what lilh they had caught the women brought up. I 
obferved that the women fcated themfelves at fome little dillance from 
Ben-iiil-long, and then the groupe was thus difpofed of; — The hufband 
•was fe.ated on a rock, preparing to drefs and eat the filh he had juft 
received. On the fame rock lay his pretty filler War-re-weer allccp in the 
fun, with a newborn infant in her arms; and at fome little dillance were 
feated, rather below him, his other filler and his wife, the wife opening 
and eating fome rock-oyllers, and the filler fuckling her child, Kah-dier- 
rang, whom Ihe had taken from Ben-nil-long. I cannot omit mentioning 
the unaffedled/tmplicity of the wife : immediately on her Hopping out of 
her canoe, fhe gave way to the prelTure of a certain necelfity, without be- 
traying any of that referve which would have led another at leall behind 
the adjoining bulh. She blulhed not, for the cheek of Go-roo-bar-roo- 
bool-lo was the cheek of rude nature, and not made for bluOies. I re- 
mained with them till the whole party fell afleep. 

They have great difficulty in procuring fire, and are therefore feldom 
feen without it. Ben-nil-long, or fome other native, once Ihewed me 
the procefs of procuring it. It is attended with infinite labour, and is 
performed by fixing the pointed end of a cylindrical piece of wOod into 
a hollow made in a plane : the operator twirling the round piece fwiftly 
between both his hands, Hiding them up and down until fatigued, at 
which time he is relieved by another of his companions, who are all 
feated for this purpofe in a circle, and each one takes his turn until fire 
is procured. ‘ 

Moll of their inllruments are ornamented with rude carved-work, 
effected with a piece of broken Ihell, and on the rocks I have feen va- 
rious figures of filh, clubs, fwords, animals, and even branches of trees, 
not contemptibly reprefented. 
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No. VII. 

SUPERSTITION. 

Like all other children of ignorance, thefe people are the Oaves of 
fupcrftition. 

I think I may term the car-rah-dy their high pried of fuperftition. 
The fliare they had in the tooth-drawing fccnes was not the only in- 
ilance, that induced me to fiippofe this. When Cole-be accompanied 
Governor Phillip to the banks of the Hawkefbury, he met with a car- 
rah-dy, Yel-lo-mun-dy, who, with much gediculatinn and mummery, 
pretended to e.Ktradd the barbs of two fpears from his fide, which never 
had been left there, or, if they had, required rather the aid of the knife 
than the incantations of Ycl-lo-mun-dy to extrad them; but his pa- 
tient was fatisfied with the car-rah-dy’s cfibtts to ferve him, and thought 
himfclf perfedly relieved. 

During the time that Boo-roong lived at the clergyman’s houfe (he 
paid occafional vifits to the lower part of the harbour. From one of 
thefe (he returned extremely ill. On queftioning her as to the aufe, 
for none was apparent, flic told us that the women of Cam-raer-ray had 
made water in a path which they knew (he was to crofs, and it had 
made her ill. Thefe women were inimical to her, as (he belonged 
to the Botany Bay diftrid. On her intimating to them that (he found 
hcrfelf ill, they told her triumphantly w-hat they had done. Not reco- 
vering, though bled in the arm by Mr. White, (he underwent an extra- 
ordinary and fuperflitious operation, where the operator fuffers more 
than the patient. She was (cated on the ground, with one of the lines 
worn by the men palfed round her head once, taking care to fix the 
knot in the centre of her forehead ; the remainder of the line was taken 
by another girl, who fat at a fmall diftance from her, and with the end 
of it fretted her lips until they bled very copioufly ; Boo-roong imagin- 
ing all the time that the blood came from her head, and palTcd along 
the line urilil it ran into the girl’s mouth, whence it was fpit into a fmall 
vcffel which (he had bcfide her, half filled with water, and into which (he 
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occafionally dipped the end of the line. This operation they term be- 
an-ny, and is the peculiar province of the women. 

Another curious inftance of their fuperftition occurred among fome 
of our people belonging to a boat that was lying wind-bound in the lower 
part of the harbour. They h.ad procured fome fhell-lilh, and during 
the night were preparing to road them, when they were obferved by 
one of the natives, who fhook his head and exclaimed, that the wind 
for which they were waiting would not rife if they roafted the filh. His 
argument not preventing the failors from enjoying their treat, and the 
wind a£lually proving foul, they, in their turn, gave an inftance of fu- 
perftition by abufing the native, and attributing to him the foul wind 
which detained them. On queftioning Ye-ra-ni-be refpefting this cir- 
cumftance, he aflured me that the natives never broil fi(h by night. 

In a reach of the Hawkefbury, about midway up fome high land, 
ftands a rock which in its form is not unlike a centry-box. Refpeding 
this rock, they have a fuperftitlous tradition, that while fome natives 
were one day feafting under it, fome of the company whlftling, it hap- 
pened to fall from a great height, and cruflied the whole party under its 
weight. For this reafon they make it an invariable rule never to 
whiftle under a rock. 

Among their other fuperftiilons was one which might be naturally 
expe<fted from their ignorance, a belief in fpirits. 

Of this belief we had at different times feveral accounts. Ben-nil- 
long, during his firft acquaintance with us, deferibed an apparition as 
advancing to a perfon with an uncommon noife, and feizing hold of 
him by the throat. It came flowly along with its body bent, and the 
hands held together in a line with the face, moving on till it feized the 
party it meant to vifit. We were told by him and others, and that after 
we underftood each other, that by Deeping at the grave of a deceafed 
perfon, they would, from what happened to them there, be freed from 
all future apprehenlions refpedling apparitions ; for during that awful 
Deep the fpirit of the deceafed would vilit them, feize them by the throat, 
and, opening them, take out their bowels, which they would replace 
and clofe up the wound. We underftood that very few chofe to en- 
counter the darknefs of the night, the folemnlty of the grave, and the 
viDtation of the fpirit of the deceafed ; but that fuch as were fo hardy 
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became Immediately car-rah-dys, and that all thofc who exerdfed that 
prcifcffion had gone through this ceremony. 

It is very certain, that even in the day-time they were ftrangely un- 
willing to pafs a grave ; but I believe that their tale' of being feized by 
the throat by a ghoft was nothing more than their having felt the efTefl? 
of what we term the night-marc during an uneafy fleep. 

To the Ihooting of a liar they attach a degree of importance; .and I 
once, on an occalion of this kind, faw the girl Boo-roong greatly agitated, 
and prophefying much evil to befal all the white men and their habita- 
tions. 

Of thunder and lightning they are alfo much afraid ; but have an 
idea, that by chanting fome particular words, and breatliing hard, they 
can difpcl it. Inftances of this have been feen. 


No. VIII. 

DISEASES. 

Their living chiefly on filh (I fpcak of thofe whom we foundon the 
fea-coaft) produces a diforder which greatly refembles the itch; they 
term it Djee-ball djee-ball ; and at one time, about the year 1791, there 
was not one of the natives, man, woman, nor child, that came near us, 
but was covered with it. It raged violently among them, and fome be- 
came very loathfomc objods. 

The venereal difeafe alfo had got among them ; but I fear our people 
have to anfwer for that ; for though I believe none of our women had 
connexion with them, yet there is no doubt but that feveral of the 
black women had not fcrupled to conneit themfelves with the white 
men. Of the certainty of this an extraordinary inftance occurred. 
A native woman had a child by one of our people. On its coming into 
the world llie perceived a diflerence in its colour ; for which not know- 
ing how to account, Ihc endeavoured to fupply by art what flie found 
deficient in nature, and actually held the poor babe, repeatedly, over the 
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fmoke of her fire, and rubbed its litilc body with nfhcs and dirt, to re- 
ftore it tot he hue with whicli her other cliildren had been bom. Her 
hufband appeared as fond of it as if it had borne the undoubted fign of 
being his own, at leaft fo far as complexion could afeertain to whom it 
belonged. Whether the mother had made ufc of any uddrcls on the 
cccallon, I never learned. 

It was by no means afeertained whether the lues venerea had been 
among them before they knew us, or whether our people had to anfwer 
for having introduced that devouring plague. Thus far is certain, how- 
ever, that they gave it a name, Goo-bah-rong ; a circumftance that feems 
rather to imply a pre-knowledge of its dreadful effeds. 

In the year 1789 they were vifited by a diforder w’hich raged among 
them with all the appearance and virulence of the fmall-pox. The 
number th.at it fwept off, by their own accounts, was incredible. At 
that time a native was living with us ; and on our taking him down to 
the harbour to look for his former companions, thofe who witneffed his 
expreffion and agony can never forget either. He looked anxioufly 
around him in the different coves we vifited ; net a veftige on the fand 
was to be found of human foot ; the excavations in the rocks were 
filled with the putrid bodies of thofe who had fallen vidims to the dif- 
order ; not a living perfon was any where to be met with. It feemed 
as if, flying from the contagion, they had left the dead to bury the 
dead. He lifted up his hands and eyes in filent agony for fome time ; 
at laft he exclaimed, “ All dead ! all dead!” and then hung his head in 
mournful filence, which he preferved during the remainder of our cx- 
curfion. Some days after he learned that the few of his companions 
who furvived had fled up the harbour to avoid the pcftilencc that fo 
dreadfully raged. His fate has been already mentioned. He fell a 
vidlim to his own humanity when Boo-roong, Nan-b.ir-ray, and others 
were brought into the town covered with the eruptions of the diforder. 
On vifiting Broken Bay, we found that it had not confined its 
effeds to Port Jackfon, for in many places our path was covered with 
fkelctons,and the fame fpe£tacles were to be met with in the hollows 
of moft of the rocks of that harbour. 

Notwithftanding the town of Sydney was at this time filled with 
children, many of whom vifited the natives that were ill of this diforder, 
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not one of them caught it, though a North-American Indian, a failor 
belonging to Captain Ball’s veffel, the Supply, fickened of it and died. 

To this diforder they alfo gave a name. Gal-gal-la; and that it was 
the fmall-pox there was fcarcely a doubt ; for the perfon feized with it 
was affeded exactly as Europeans are who have that diforder; and on 
many that had recovered from it we faw the traces, in feme the ravages 
of it on the face. 

As a proof of the numbers of thofe miferable people who were car- 
ried off by this diforder, Ben-nil-long told us, that his friend Cole-be’s 
tribe being reduced by its effedls to three perfons, Cole-bc, the boy 
Nan-bar-ray, and fome one elfe, they found themlelves compelled to 
unite with foinc other tribe, not only for their perfonal protedion, but 
to prevent the extindion of their tribe. Whether this incorporation 
ever took place I cannot fay ; I only know that the natives themfelves, 
when diftinguilhing between this man and another of the fame name at 
Botany Bay, always ftyled him Cad-i Cole-be; Cad-i being the name of 
his diftrid ; and Cole-be, when he came into the field foine time after, 
appeared to be attended by feveral very fine boys who kept clofe by his 
fide, and were of his party. 

Whenever they feel a pain, they fallen a tight ligature round the 
part, thereby flopping the circulation, and eafing the part immediately 
affeded. 1 have before mentioned the quicknefs with which they re- 
covered from wounds ; but I have even known them get the better in a 
fhort time of a fradured Ikull. That their (kulls Ihould be fradured 
will be no wonder, when it is recollcded that the club feems to be 
applied alone to the head. The women who are ftriick with this wea- 
pon always fall to the ground ; but this feldom happens to the mea 
.though the blows are generally more feverc. 


No. IX. 

PROPERTY. 

Their fpearsand Shields, their clubs and lines, &c. are their own 
property ; they are manufadored by themfelves, and are -the whole of 
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their perfonal eftate. But, ftrange as it may appear, they have alfo 
their real eftatcs.’ Ben-nil-long, both before he went to England and 
fiiice his return, often aflured me, that the ifland Me-mel (called by U8 
Goat Illand) clofe by Sydney Cove was his own property ; that it was 
his father’s, and that he Ihould give it to By-gone, his particular friend 
and companion. To this little fpot he appeared much attached ; and 
we have often feen him and his wife Ba-rang-a-roo feafting and en- 
joying themfelves on it. He told us of other people who polTefled this 
kind of hereditary property, which they retained undiHurbed. 


No. X. 

DISPOSITIONS. 

From the different circumftances that have been related of thefe 
people in the foregoing account, a general idea of their character and 
difpofition may be gathered. They are revengeful, jealous, courageous, 
and cunning. I have never confidered their ftealing on each other in 
the night for the purpofes of murder as a want of bravery, but have 
looked on it rather as the cffefl of the diabolical fpirit of revenge, 
which thus fought to make furer of its objedt than it could have done 
if only oppofed man to man in the field. Their condudl when thus 
oppofed, the conftancy with which they endured pain, and the alacrity 
with which they accepted a fummons to the fight, are furely proofs of 
their not wanting courage. They disclaim all idea of any fuperiority 
that is not perfonal; and I remember when Ben-nil-long had a Ihield, 
made of tin and covered with leather, prefented to him by Governor 
Phillip, he took it with him down the harbour, whence he returned 
without it, telling us that he had loll it ; but in fad it had been taken 
from him by the people of the north lliore diftrid and dellroyed; it 
being deemed unfair to cover himfelf with fuch a guard. 

They might have been honeft before we came among them,, not 
having much to covet from one another ; but from us they often Hole 
fuch things as we would not give them. While they pilfered what 
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could gratify their appetites, it was not to be wondered at ; but I have 
feen tliem fteal articles of which they could not poflibly know the ufe. 
Mr. White once being in the midfl of a erowd of natives in the lower 
part of the harbour, one of them faw a finall cafe of inftruments in his 
pocket, which, watching an opportunity, he flyly dole, and ran away 
with; but, being obferved, lie was purfued and made to reftorc his 
prize. We were very little acquainted with them at this time, and there- 
fore the native could not have known the contents of the cafe. Could 
he have been watched to his retreat, I have no doubt but he would 
have been feen to lay the cafe on his head, as an ornament, the place to 
which at firft every thing we gave them was ufually configned. 

That they are not ftrangers to the occafional pradlice of falfehood, is 
apparent from the words truth and falfehood being found in their lan- 
guage ; but, independent of this, we had many proofs of their being 
adepts in the arts of evafion and lying ; and I have feen them, when 
we have exptelTcd doubts of fome of their tales, aflure us with much 
earnednefs of the truth of their aflertions ; and when fpeaking to us of 
other natives they have as anxioufly wiflied us to believe that they had 
told us lies. 

Their talent for mimicry is very great. It was a favourite diverfion 
with the children to imitate the peculiarities in any one’s gait, and they 
would go through it with the happied fuccefs. 

They are fufceptiblc of frienddiip, and capable of feeling forrow ; but 
this latter fenfation they are not in the habit of encouraging long. 
When Ba-loo-der-ry, a very fine lad who died among us, was buried, I 
faw the tears dreaming filcnily down the fable cheek of his father Mau- 
go-ran ; but in a little time they were dried, and the old man’s coun- 
tenance indicated nothing but the lapfe of many years which had paded 
over his head. 

With attention and kind treatment, they certainly might be made a 
very ferviceable people. I have feen them employed in a boat as ufe- 
fully as any white perfon ; and the fettlers have found fome among 
them, who would go out with their dock, and carefully bring home the 
right numbers, though they have not any knowledge of numeration 
beyond three or four. 
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Their acquaintance with aftronomy is limited to the names of the 
fun and moon, feme few ftars, the Magellanic clouds, and the milky- 
way. Of the circular form of the earth they have not the fmallcft 
idea, but imagine that the fun returns over their heads during the 
night to the quarter whence he begins his courfe in the morning. 

As they never make provifion for the morrow, except at a whale- 
fcaft, they always eat as long as they have any thing left to cat, and 
when fatished, ftretch themfelves out in the fun to fleep, where they 
remain until hunger or fome other caufc c.alls them again into aflion. 
I have at times obferved a great degree of indolence in their difpofi- 
tions, which I have frequently feen the men indulge at the expence of 
the weaker veflel the women, who have been forced to fit in their 
canoe, expofed to the fervour of the mid-day fun, hour after hour, 
chaunting their little fong, and inviting the filh beneath them to take 
' their bait ; for without a fufficient quantity to make a meal for their 
tyrants, who were lying afleep at their cafe, they would meet but a 
rude reception on their landing. 


No. XI. 

FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 

The firft peculiarity' noticeable in their funeral ceremonies is the 
difpofal of their dead : their young people they confign to the grave ; 
thofe who have paiTed the middle age are burnt. Ben-nil-long burnt 
the body of his firft wife Ba-rang-a-roo, who, I fuppofe, was at the 
time of her deceafe turned of fifty. I have attended them on both 
occafions. The interment of Ba-lod-der-ry was accompanied with 
many curious ceremonies. From being one day in apparent perfeft 
health, he was brought in the next extremely ill, and attended by Ben- 
nil-long, whom we found finging over him, and making ufe of thofe 
means which ignorance and fuperftition pointed out to him to recover 
his health. Ba-loo-dcr-ry lay extended on the ground, appearing to 
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be in much pain. Ben -nil-long applied his mouth to thofe parts of 
his patient’s body which he thought were .affeifled, breathing ftrongly 
on them, and Tinging : at times he waved over ITim Tome boughs dip- 
ped in water, holding one in each hand, and Teemed to treat him with 
much attention and friendfliip. On the fallowing morning he was 
vifited by a car-rah-dy, who came cxpreTs from the north fhore. 
This man threw himfelf into various diftortions, applied his mouth to 
different parts of his patient’s body, and at length, after appearing to 
labour much, and to be in great pain, fpit out a piece of a bone about 
an inch and a half long (which he had previoufly procured). Here 
the farce ended, and Ba-loo-der-ry’s friends took the car-rah-dy with 
them and entertained him with 'fuch fare as they had to give him. 
He was at this time at our hofpital ; during the night his fever in- 
creafed, and his friends, thinking he would be better with them, put 
him into a canoe, intending to take him to the north fhore ; but he 
died as they were carrying him over. This was immediately notified 
to us by a violent clamour among the women and children ; and Ben- 
nil-long foon after coming into the town, it was agreed upon between 
him and the governor that the body fhould be buried in the governor’s 
garden. 

In the afternoon it was brought over in a canoe, and depofited in a 
hut .at the bottom of the garden, feveral natives attending, and the 
women and children lamenting and howling mod difmally. The 
body was wrapped up in the jacket which he ufually wore, and fome 
pieces of blanketting tied round it with bines. The men were all 
armed, and, without any provocation, two of them had a conteft with 
clubs ; at the fame time a few blows pafled between fome of the wo- 
men. Boo-roong had her head cut by Go-roo-ber-ra, the mother of 
the deccafed. Spears were alfo thrown, but evidently as part of a 
ceremony, and not with an intention of doing injury to any one. At 
the requeft of Ben-nil-long, a blanket was laid over the corpfe, and 
Cole-be his friend fat by the body all night,, nor could he be prevailed 
on to quit it. 

They remained rather Tilent till about one in the morning, when 
the women began to cry, and continued for fome time. At daylight 
Ben-nil-long brought his canoe to the place, and cutting it. to a proper 
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length, the body was placed In it, with a fpear, a fiz-gig, a throwing- 
ftick, and a line which Ba-loo-der-ry had w'orn round his w'aift. 
Some time was taken up in adjulling all this btifmcfs, during which 
the men were filent, but the women, boys, and children uttered the 
mod difmal lamentations. The father flood alone and unemployed, a 
filcnt obferver of all that was doing about his deceafed fon, and a per- 
feft piiflurc of deep and unaffe£Ied forrow. Every thing being ready, 
the men and boys all alTiftcd in lifting the canoe with the body from 
the ground, and placing it on the heads of two natives, Collins and 
Yow- war-re. Some of the afliftants had tufts of grafs in their hands, 
which they waved backwards and forwards under the canoe, while it 
was lifting from the ground, as if they were exorcifing fome evil 
fpirit. As foon as it was fixed on the heads of the bearers, they fet 
off, preceded by Ben-nil-long and another man, Wat-te-wal, both 
walking with a quick flop towards the point of the cove where Bcn- 
nil-long’s hut flood. Mau-go-ran, the father, attended them armed 
with his fpear and throwing-flick, while Ben-nil-long and W.it-te-wal 
had nothing in their hands but tufts of grafs, which as they went they 
waved about, fometimes turning and facing the corpfe, at others 
waving their tufts of grafs among the bufhes. When they fronted 
the corpfe, the head of tvhlch was carried foremoft, the bearers made 
a motion with their heads from fide to fide, as if endeavouring to 
avoid the people tvho fronted them. After proceeding thus to fome 
little diflance, Wat-te-wal turned afide from the path, and went up 
to a bufh, into which he feemed to look very narrowly, as if fearch- 
ing for fomething that he could not find, and waving about the tufts 
of grafs which he had in either hand. After this fruitlefs fearch, they 
all turned back, and went on in a fomewhat quicker pace than before. 
On their drawing near the fpot where the women and children were 
fitting with the other men, the father threw two fpears towards, but 
(evidently intentionally) Ihort of them. Here Ben-nil-long took his 
infant child, Dil-boong, in his arms, and held It up to the corpfe, the 
bearers endeavouring to avoid it as before deferibed. B8-dia Bc-dia, 
the reputed brother of the deceafed, a' very fine boy of about five 
years of age, was then called for, but came forward very reluftantly, 
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and was prcfentcd in the fame manner as the other child. After this 
they proceeded to the grave which had been prepared in the governor’s 
garden. Twice they changed the bearer who walked the foremoft, 
but his friend Collins carried him the whole of the way. At the 
grave fome delay took place, for unfortunately it was found not to be 
long enough ; but after fome time, it being completed according to 
their wifhes, Yel-lo-way levelled the bottom with his hands and feet, 
and then ftrewed fome grafs in it, after which he ftretched himfelf at 
his length in it, firft on his back, and then on his right fide. Ben-nil- 
long had earncftly requefted that fome drums might be ordered to at- 
tend, which was granted, and two or three marches were beat while 
the grave was preparing; Bcn-nil-long highly approving, and pointing 
at the time firft to the dcceafcd and then to the (kies, as if there was 
fome connexion between them at that moment. When the grave was 
ready, the men to the number of five or fix got in with the body, 
but being ftill fomewhat too Ihort, the ends of the canoe were cut, in 
doing which the bines were loofened and the corpfe e»pofed to view, 
h appeared to be in a very putrid flate. Every thing was however 
adjufted, and the grave was filled in by the natives and fome of our 
people. 

On laying the body in the grave, great care was taken fo to place it, 
that the fun might look at it as he pafled, Beh-nil-long and Cole- be 
taking their obfervations for that purpofe, and cutting down every 
Ihrub that could at all obftrudt the view. He was placed on his right 
fide with his head to the N. W. 

The native Yow-war-re appeared to have much to do in this ceremony. 
When the grave was covered in, and laid up round, he colleded feveral 
branches of Ihrubs, and placed them in a half circle on the fouth fide of 
the grave, extending them from the foot to the head of it. He alfo 
laid grafs and boughs on the top of it, and crowned the whole with a 
large log of wood. This log appeared to be placed there for fome 
particular purpofe ; for having fixed it he ftrewed fome grafs over it, 
and then laid himfelf on it at his length for fome minutes, with his face 
towards the fley. Every rite being performed, the party retired, fome 
of the men firft fpeaking in a menacing tone to the women, and telling 
Boo-roong not to eat any filh nor meat that day. We underftood that at 
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uight two of the men were to Deep at the grave, bujt I have reafon to 
think that tliey did not. Cple-be and Wat-te-wal were painted red 
and white over the brcaft and fhoulders, and on this occafion were dif- 
tinguiflicd by the title of Moo-by ; and we learned from them that 
while fo diliinguiihed they were to be very fparing in their meals. 

They enjoined us on no account to mention the name of the dcceafcd, 
a cuftom they rigidly attended to thetnfelves whenever any one died ; 
and in purfuance of this cuftom, Nan-bar-ray, one of whofe names was 
Ba-loo-dcr-ry, had adtually relinquiihed that, and obtained another 
name. 

The ceremony of fleeping at the grave of the deceafed, we knew, 
was obferved by Ben-nil-long after the death of his little child Dil- 
boong, he and two or three other natives pafllng the night in the 
governor’s garden, not very far from the fpot where it was buried. 

Such were the ceremonies attendant on the interment of Ba-loo- 
der-ry. When Ba-rang a-roo Da-ring-ha, Ben-nil-long’s wife, died, 
he determined at once to burn her, and requefted Governor Phillip, 
Mr. White, and myl’clf, to attend him. He was accompanied by his 
own fiftcr Car-rang-ar-rang, Collins, Ca-ru-ey, Yem-mer-ra-wan-nic, 
and one or two other women. 

Collins prepared the fpot whereon the pile was to be conftrufted, by 
excavating the ground with a flick, to the depth of three or four 
inches, and on this part fo turned up were firft placed fmall flicks and 
light brufli-wood ; larger pieces were then laid on each fide of thefe ; 
and fo on till the pile might be about three feet in height, the ends 
and fides of which were thus formed of large dry wood, while the 
middle of it confifted of fmall twigs and branches, broken for the pur- 
pofe and thrown together. When wood enough had been procured, 
feme grafs was fpread over the pile, and the corpfe, covered with an 
old blanket, was borne to it by the men, and placed on it with the head 
to the northward. A balket with the filhing apparatus and other fmall 
furniture of the deceafed was placed by her fide ; and, Ben-nil-long 
having laid fome large logs of wood over the body, the pile was lighted 
by one of the party. Being conftrudled of dry wood, it was quickly all 
in a flame, and Ben-nil-long himfelf pointed out to us a black fmoke, 

which 
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which proceeded from the centre of the pile where the body Uy, 
and fignified that the fire had reached it. 

We left the fpot long before the laft billet was confumed, and Ben- 
nil-long appeared during the day more cheerful than we had expefted, 
and fpoke about finding a nurfe from among the white women to fucklc 
his child. 

The following day he Invited us to fee him rake the afhes of his 
wife together, and we accompanied him to the fpot, unattended by 
any of his own people. He preceded us in a fort of folemn filence, 
fpeaking to no one until he had paid Ba-rang-a-too the laft duties of a 
hulband. In his hand he had the fpear with which he meant to puniflr 
the car-rah-dy Wil-le-mc-ring for non-attendance on his wife when llie 
was ill, with the end of which he raked the calcined bones and afhes 
together in a heap. Then, laying the fpear upon the ground, he 
formed with a piece of bark a tumulus that would have done credit to a 
well-pra<ftifcd grave-digger, carefully laying the earth round, fmooth- 
ing every little unevennefs, and paying a fcrupulous attention to the 
exail proportion of its form. On each fide the tumulus he placed a log 
of wood, and on the top of it depofitcd the piece of bark with which 
he had fo carefully efictled its conftrufUon. When all was done he 
alkcd us “ if it was good,” and appeared plcafed when we aflured him 
that it was. 

His deportment on this occafion was folemn and manly ; an e.xpref- 
five filence marked his condudt throughout the feene ; in fa£t we at- 
tended him as filcntly, and with clofe obfervation. He did not fuller 
any thing to divert him from the bufinefs he h.id in hand, nor did he 
feem to be in the Icaft defirous to have it quickly difpatchcd, but paid 
this laft rite with an attention that did honour to his feelings as a man, 
as it feemed the refult of an heartfelt affedlion for the objcdl of it, of 
whofe perfon nothing now remained but a piece or two of calcined bone. 
When his melancholy work was ended, he ftood for a few minutes 
with his hands folded over his bofom, and his eye fixed upon his 
labours in the attitude of a man in profound thought. Perhaps in that 
fmall interval of time many ideas prefented themfelves to his imagin- 
ation. His hands had juft completed the laft fervicc he could render to 
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a. woman who, no doubt, had been ufeful to him ; one to whom he was 
certainly attached, (of many inflanccs of which we had at different 
times been witneffes,) and one who had left him a living pledge of 
fome moments at lead of endearment. Perhaps under the heap which 
his hands had raifed, and on which his eyes were fixed, his imagin- 
ation traced the form of her whom he might formerly have fought for, 
and whom he now was never to behold again. Perhaps w'hen turning 
from the grave of his dcceafcd companion, he dlredted all his thoughts 
to the prefervation of the little one flie had left him ; and when he 
quitted the fpot his anxiety might be direded to the child, in the idea 
that he might one day fee his Ba-rang-a-roo revive in his little mother- 
lefs Dil-boong. 

Cole-be’s wife, who bore the fame names as the deceafed, loft them 
both on this occafion, and was called by every one Bo-rahng-al-le-on. 
This peculiarity was alfo ohferved by them with rclped to a little girl 
of ours, of whom Ba-rang-a-roo was fo fond as to call her always by 
her own name. On her deceafe fhe too was ftyled Bo-rahng-al-le-on. 

Cole-be’s wife, the namefake of the B.a-rang-a-roo I have juft men- 
tioned, did not furvive her many months. She died of a confuinption, 
brought on by fuckling a little girl who was at her bread when Ihe 
died. This circumftance led to the knowledge of a curious but horrid 
cuftom which obtains among thefe people. The mother died in the 
town, and when flie was taken to the grave her corpfe was carried, to 
the door of every hut and houfe fhe had been accuftomed to enter 
during the latter days of her illnefs, the bearers prefenting her with the 
fame ceremonies as were ufed at the funeral of Ba-loo-der-iy^, when 
the little girl Dil-boong and the boy Be-dia Be-dia were placed before 
his corpfe. 

When the body was placed In the. grave, the bye-ftanders were 
amazed to fee the father himfelf place the living child in it with the 
mother. Plaving laid the child down, he threw upon it a large ftone, 
and the grave was inftantly filled in by the other natives. The whole 
bufinefs was fo momentary, that our people had not time or prefence of 
mind fufficient to prevent it ; and on fpeaking about it to Cole-be, he, 
fo far from thinking it inhuman, juftified the extraordinary a£t by 
affuring us that as no woman could be found to nurfe the child, it muft 
die a much worle death than that to which, he had put it. As a fimilar 
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clrcumftance occurred a fliort time after, we have every reafon to fup- 
pofe the cudom always prevwls among idtem j and this may in fome 
degree account for the thinnefs of population which has been obferved 
among the natives of the country*. 

I have faid that thefe women were nameCikes. Ben-nil4ong’s wife 
was called Ba-rarg-a-roo Daring-ha ; Cole-be’s, Daring-ha Ba-rang- 
a-roo. A peculiarity in their language occurs to me in this place. The 
males of the iarae name call each other Da-me-li, the women call each 
other Da-me-Ii-ghen. 

I have mentioned their taking particular names on certain occafions. 
The mutual friend who attends them to the held is ftyled Ca-bah-my ; 
the perfons who at their funerals are painted red and white, are named 
Moo-by ; the nainefakc of a deceafed perfon, if a male, is ftyled Bo- 
rah ng; if a woman, Bo-rahng-al-le-on. When Nor-roo-ing came into 
the town to acquaint us with the death of Yel-lo-way, (he was perfectly 
a difmal forrowing figure. She had covered herfelf entirely with a(hes, 
was named while (Ite continued fo Go-lahng, and refufed all kinds of 
fuftcnance. 

The annexed Pl.\te reprefents the burning of the corpfe of a native 
who was killed by a limb of a tree falling on him. He was brought to 
the fpot with all the preceding ceremonies. His head was laid to the 
northward, and in his hands were depofited his fpear and his throwing- 
ftick. His afhes were afterwards raked together, and a tumulus crefled 
over them, fimilar to that which Ben-nil-long had raifed over his wife. 


No. XII. 

LANGUAGE. 

In giving ah account of an unwritten language many dilBculties 
occur. For things cognizable by the external fenfes, names may be 
eafily procured ; but not fo for thofe which depend on a£Uon, or addrels 

* CoIc-b«'s child was abont four or five months old, and feemed to have partaken of 
its mother’s iniiefs. I think it could not have lived. 
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themfelves only to the mind: for inftance, a fpcar was an objcd both 
vifible and tangible, and a name for it was eafily obtained ; but -the ufc 
of it went through a number of variations and inflc-vions, which it was 
e.vtremely difficult to afeertain ; indeed I never could, with any degree 
of certainty, fi.\ the infinitive mood of any one of their verbs. The fol- 
lowing Iketch is therefore veiy limited, though, as far as it does proceed, 
the reader m.ay be affiired of its accuracy. 

Their language is extremely grateful to the car, being in many inffance* 
expreffive and fonorous. It certainly has no analogy with any other 
known language, (at leaft fo far as my knowledge of any other language 
extends,) one or two inftances excepted, which will be noticed in the fpe- 
cimen. The diale£I fpoken by the natives at Sydney not only differs en- 
tirely from that left us by Captain Cook of the people with whom he 
had intercourfe to the northward, (about Endeavour river,) but alfo from 
that fpoken by thofe natives who lived at Port Stephens, and to the 
fouthward of Botany-Bay, (about Adventure Bay,) as well as on the 
banks of the Hawkelbury. We often heard, that people from the 
northward had been met with, who could not be exadtly underftood by 
our friends ; but this is not fo wonderful as that people living at the 
dillancc of only fifty or fixty miles fhould call the fun and moon by 
different names ; fuch, however, was the fait. In an excurfion to the 
banks of the Hawkefbury, accompanied by two Sydney natives, we 
firft difeovered this difference ; but our companions converfed with the 
river natives without any apparent difficulty, each underflanding or 
comprehending the other. 

We have often remarked a fenfible difference on hearing the fame 
word founded by two people ; and, in fa(ff, they have been obferved 
fometimes to differ from themfelves, fubftituting often the letter, b for 
p, and^ for c, and vice verfa. In their alphabet they have neither / nor 
V ; and fome of their letters would require a new charadler to afeertain 
them prccifcly. •• 

What follows is offered only as a fpecimen, not as a perfedt vocabu- 
lary of their language. 
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Names ebiejly of ObjeQs of Senje, 




New South Wales. 

Co-ing, 
Yen-na-dah, 
Bir-rong, 
Mo-loo-ino-long, 
War-re-wull, 
Ca-ra-go-ro, 
Bot)-do-en- 

general name. 
Cal-gal-le-on, ? i 
the greater, 5 I 
Gnar-rang-al- j 
le-on, > I 

the lejftr, J J 

Tu-ru-ga, 

€k>-ing bi-bo-ba, 
Bour-ra, 

Co-ing bur-re- 
goo-lab, 
Gnoo-wing, 
Cam-mar-roo, 
Tar-re-ber-re, 
Gwe-yong, 
Cad-jei, 

Gil-le, 

Pcr-mul, 

Ta-go-ra, 

Yoo-roo-ga, 

Men-nie-mo-long, 

Pao-nataad Wal- ? 

Ian, a 

Ba-do, 

Chi-a-ra, 

Car-rig-cr-rang, 

Go-me, 

Now-cy, 

Beng-al-Ie, 

Car-rah-jun, 

Gnam-mul, 

Bur-r3, 


} 

} 


Englijh. 

The fun. 

The moon. 

A Jiar. 

The Pleiades. 
The Milky Way. 
A cloud. 


The Magellanic 
clouds. 


A Jiar falling. 

Sun-rifing. 

Thefiy. 

Sunfetting. 

Night. 

Day. 

Fire. 

Smoke. ' 
A fpark. 
Earth. 

Cold, 

Heat. 

Dew. 

Rain. 

Water. 

Name. 

The fea. 

A but. 

A canoe. 

A bajket. 

A fijhing-line, 
A ftnker *. 

A book. 


New South Wales. 
Ke-ba, 

Bwo-mar, 

Bow-wan, 

Ma-hn, 

Wir-roong, 

Cong-ar-ray, 

Jee-run, 

Can-ning, 

Me-diong, 

Ya-goo-na, 

Bo-ra-ne, 

Par-ry-boo-go, 

Mul-lin-ow-ool, 

Jen-ni-be, 

Boo-roo-wang, 

Gno-rang, 

E-rang, 

Boo-do, 

Mi-yalS, 

Ar-rung-a, 

Moo-roo-bin, 

Ew-ing, 

Ca-bahn, 
Yab-bun, 
Yoo-long, or ? 
Yoo-lahng, 3 


Englijh. 

A Jlone or rock. 

A grave. 

A Jhadow. 

A ghoji. 

Sears on the back. 
Do. on the breajl. 

A coward. 

A cave. 

^ere f. 

ToAay. 

Yejlerday. 

To-morrow. 

In the morning. 
Laughter. 

An ijland J. 

A place. 

A valley. 

A torch made if 
reeds. 

A Jlranger. 

A calm. 

Woman’s milk. 
Truth. 

An egg. 

Jnjlrumental mujie. 
Cleared ground for 
public ceremenieti 


Adjeffhes. 


Bood-jer-re,, Good. 

Wee-re, Bad. 

Mur-ray, Great. 

Gnar-rang,. Small. 

Coo-rar-re, Long. 


* A fmall {lone to fink the Itoe. 

On noticing a hole in xay part of our dirfs 
they tenn it Mc-dtong. 

^ Thii word they applied to onr (hipa. 

§ This word ku reference to fight } Mi, the 


eye. 


Too- 
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New South Wales, 
Too-mur-ro, 

Go-jy, 1 

Go-jay-by, J 

Bin-niee, 

Par-rat-ber-ri, 

Bo-ruck, 

Pe-mul-gine, 

Bar-gat, 

Ba-diel, 

Moo-U, 

Boo-row-a, 

Cad-i, 

Bar-bug-gi, • 
War-rang-i, 
Doo-room-i, 
Goo-lar-ra, 

Y u-ro-ra, 
Wo-gul.andWo. J 
cul, I 

Yoo-blow-re, and I 
Boo-la, I 

Brcw-y, 
Mur-ray-too-lo, 
Gnal-le-a, 

Moo-jel, 

Ta-b^a, 

Gna-na, 
Bool-ga-ga, 
Moo-ton-ore, 
Yu-roo, and Yu- 7 
roo-gur-ra, J 
Mo-rem-me, 
Beall, 

Mar-rey, 


Englijh. 

Short. 

Rotten. 

Pregnant. 

Empty. 

Full. 

Dirty. 
f Afraid. 

1 Frightened. 

in. 

Sick. 

Above or upward. 
Below or under. 
Loji. 

Right. 

Lrft. 

Angry. 

Pojftonate. 

One. 

Two. 

Three. 

A great many. 
Both. 

Red. 

White. 

Black. 

Green. 

Lame. 

Hungry. 

Tes. 

No. 

Wet. 


Parts of the Human Body. 


Ca-ber-ra, 

Gnul-lo, 

Mi, 

Yin-ner-r)', 


Head. 

Forehead. 

Eye. 

Eye-brow. 


New South Wales. 
No-gro, or No- 7 
gur-ro, i 

Kar-ga, 

Wil-ling, 

Da-ra, 

Tal-lang, 

Wal-lo, 

Go-ray, 

Cad-le-ar, 7 

Cad-lc-ang, i 

Na-bung, 

Yar-rin, 

De-war-ra, 

Bar-rong, 

Go-rook, 

Dar-ra, 

Ma-no-e, 

Tam-mir-ra, 

Bcr-ril-lc, 

Car-rung-un, 

Bib-be, 

Ba-rongle, 

Pa-di-el, 

Bog-gay. or Pog- 7 
gay. a 

Tar-rang, 

O-nur, 

Wy-o- man-no, 
Dar-ra-gal-lie, 
Ba-roo-gal-lie, 
Wel-leng-al-lie, 


Engliji. 

No/e. 

Mouth. 

Lips. 

Teeth. 

Tongue. 

Chin. 

Ear. 

Neck. 

Breaji er lUpple. 
Beard*. 

Hair t. 

Belly. 

Knee. 

Leg. 

Foot. 

Hand, 

Fingers. 

Nail. 

Ribs. 

Fein. 

Flefli or least. 

Fat. 

Arm. 

filbow. 

Thumb. 
Forefinger. 
Middle or ring’d. 
Little finger. 


Con/anguinity. 


Eo-ra, 


‘.The name com- 
I man for the 
- natives. 


* Thit they often finge, and defenbe it as a 
painful operation. 

f This is commonly full of irermin, which 1 
hare feen them eat, and change from one foil to 
another. 

412 Mul- 
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New South IVales. 

Mul-lJ, 

Din, 

Din-al-le.ong, ? 
Gin-al-lc-ong, 5 
Bc-an-na ; this they 1 
Jhortcn to Be- I 
an and Be-a, ^ 
and vjlsen in j 
pain, they ex- j 
claim Be-a-ri, j 
Wy-an-na, and ( 
Wy-ang, j 
Go-mang, 
Ba-bun-na, 
Ma-mun-na, 
Go-roong, 
We-row-ey, 
Wong-er-ra, 
Na-bung-ay wui- 7 
dal-liezf, a 

Borc-goo-ioo, 

Guy-a-nay-yong, 
Mau-golm, 
Mau-gohn-nal-ly, 
Go-rah-gal-Iong, 
Go-rah-gal-long- 7 
al-le-ong, 1 

Ma-lin, Nurkine, 
Mud-gin, 
Gnar-ra-raat- 
ta, 

Cow-ul, 

Wc-ring, 

Do-roon, 
Do-roon-e-nang, 

Go-mul, 


Englijh. 
A man. 

A woman. 

IVemen*. 


A father. 


the 


} 


Mother. 

Grandfather. 
Brother. 

Sijler. 

A child. 

A female child. 

A male ditto. 

C Infant at 
I breq/i. 

C Child eight 
? months oid. 

An old man. 

A -wife. 

A temporary ditto. 
A handfome man. 

A handfome -woman. 


A relation J. 

Male of animals. 
Female of ditto. 

A fon. 

A daughter. 

C A term of friend- 

l Jb'P- 


• One of the few inAancea I could ever clif- 
coverof at pliiml or dual number. 

f Compounded of Na-bun^ ita breaft, and 
Wui'diMiez relui.ig to drinking. 

^ Totbcle I never could a£x prectfe meanioga. 


New South Wales. 
Cam-mar-rade, 
and Ca-mong- 
al-lay. 


EngHfh. 

r Terms of csffec- 
7 tion ufed by 
L girls. 


Spears and other Injiruments. 


Coong-un, 


Noo-ro Ca-my, 
Ca-my, 

Bil-larr, 

Wal-lang-al-Ie-ong, 

Can-na-diul, 

Ghe-rub-bine, 

Doo-ull, 

No-roo-gal Ca-my, 
E-lee-mong, 

Ar-ra-gong, 

Moo-ting, 1 

Cal-larr, j 

Cai-rab-ba, 


rA fpear with 
j four barbs cut 
I in the wood, 
< which they do 
I not throw, but 
I Jirikewith hand 
L to hand. 

C A fpear with one 
J barb, fajlened 
t on. 

■ A fpear with 

two barbs . — 
This word is 
ufed for fpear 

■ in general. 

r A fpear with one 
■< barb, cut from 
(■ the wood. 

(A fpear armed 
■{ with pieces of 
L fhell. 

i A fpear armed 
with jiones. 
f A fpear without 
I a barb. 

A Jhort fpear. 

J Holes made by a 
I peld. 

f A Jbield made of 
I bark. 

f A fhield cut out 
■J from tlx folid 
' wood. 

Fizgigs. 

Prong ft be moo-ting. 
Dam- 
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l^nu South Wale:- 

Eng/ijb. 

1 


Dam-moo-ne, 

? 

Prong of the eal- 
larr. 

Inftexioiu of the Verbs. 

Woo-dah, 

3 

New South Wales. 

Englijh. 

Can-na-tal-ling, 

1 


Gnia-na, 

Sighing. 

Doo-win-nul, 

Can-ni-cull, 

1 

> 

1 

Nam: of dub:. 

Bwo-me, 

Derc-rign-ang, 

Breathing. 

Sneezing. 

Car-ru-wang, 

1 


Car-rc-naT-rc-bil-lC; 

, Coughing. 

Wo-mur-rang. 

J 


Yen-no-ra, 

Walking. 

Gnal-lung-ul-la, 

? 


Y en-mow, 

I will walk or go. 

Tar-ril-ber-rc, 

5 


Ycnn, 

Go or walk. 

Mo-go, 


Stone hatchet. 

Yen-ma-nia, 

We will walk or go. 

We-bat, 


Handle of ditto. 

Y en-wor-ro, 

He is gone. 

Wo-mcr-ra, 


Throwing-Jlkk. 

Yennira-me, 
Yen-nool, ^ 

Yen-noong, > 

7~ou are going. 
Relating to walking. 

Pronouns^ Adv^rbsy and Modi of Addrcfs* 

Ycn-nore-yen, j 




Yen-nang-allea, 

Let u: both walk. 

Gni-a, 


/, or myfdf. 

Al-loey, 

Stay. 

Gnee-ne, 


t'ou. 

Wo-roo-wo-roo, ? 

Go away. 

Gnee-node, 


Tour:. 

War-re-war-re, j 

Dan-nai, 


Mine. 

Pat-ta-diow, 

I have eatett. 

Dar-ring-al, 

Gna-ni, 


His. 

Pat-ia-die-mi, 

7'eu have eaten. 


Whofe. 

Pat-ty, 

He has eaten. 

Wau, 


Where. 

Pat-ta-bow, 

I will eat. 

De, 

Diam, 


There. 

Here. 

Pat-ta-baw-mc, 

f 7'ou will eat, or 
[ wilt you eat ? 

Siam 0 waw? 


Where are you? 

Pat-ta-ne, 

They eat. 

Diam o diam o, 


Here lam. 

W ui-da-diow. 

1 have drank. 

Gnahn Chiara, 

1 

What i: your name ? 

W ui -da-die-mi. 

7'ou have drank. 

gnahn? 


Nwya je-iiiing-a, 

Give me. 

Bir-rong, 


Appertaining. 

Py-yay, 

Killed. 



Jung-ara py-yay. 

Killeet by dogs. 

Winds. 

Par-rat-ben-ni- ? 
diow, j 

I have emptied. 




Py-ya-bow, 

Iwill ftrike or beat. 

Bow-wan, 


North. 

Py-yee, 

He did beat. 

Bal-gay-al-lang, 


South. 

E-ra-bow, 

Iwill throw. 

Boo-roo-wec, 


Eajl. 

E-ra, 

Throw you. 

Bain-mar-ray, 


Weft. 

E-rait-leiz, 

Throwing. 

Doo-loo-gal, 


North-oveft. 

Mahn-me-diow, 

I have taken it. 

Yare-ba-lahng, 


South-wft. 

Mahu-iow, 

K Shall!, or Ifhall 

Go-nie-mah, 


North-eaft. 

1 take. 

Gwar-ra, 


A high wind. 

Goo-ra, 

Sunk. 



Ton-ga-bil-lic, 

Did cry. 




Wau-me, 

Scolding or abufing. 


Wau-me- 


Digitized by Google 



<5i4 

Nfv/ Stutb Wales, 
Wau-me-bow, 
Wau-me-diow, 

Wau-mc-diang-ha, . 

Nang-cr-ra, ? 

Nang-a, 5 

Nang-a-bow, 

Nang-a-diow, 

Nang-a-diem-me, 

Nang-a-bau-me ? 

Co-ro-da, 

Gna-na Ie>ma, 
Al-lo-wan, 
Al-lo-wah, 
Wal-loo-me-yen- ? 

wal-loo ? 5 

War-re-me-waj-rc f 
Gna- dlow, 
Gna-diem>me, 
Gna-bdw, 

Gna, 

Era-mad-jow-in-nJa, 

Car-rah-ma, 

Wor-ga-wee-na, 

Goo-lar-ra py- 1 
yel-la, $ 

Man-nie mong-alla, 
Yare-ba, 

Pe-to-e, 

Man-nie mal-lee, 

N wy a-bo w-in-nia, 
Wan-ye-wan-yi, 
Ma-row-e, , 
Bang-a-ja-bun, 
Noy-ga, 

Toll, 

Co-e, Cow-e, y 
Cwoi, Cow- > 
ana, 3 

Wad-be, 


appendix. No. XII. 


Englijb. 


C / have folded or 

a. f 

> abufeJ. 

Ta-yo-ra, Me- 7 1 

r They have fcolded 

diang-a, j j 

> or abuftd. 

1 


He Jleeps. 

I •will Jleep. 

I have Jlept. 

Tou have Jlept. 

Will you Jlecpl 
He fnores. 

She or be breathes. 
He Hites or remains. 
Stay bcre,orfit down. 

Where are you going? 

Where have youbeen? 
Tou have feen. 

I have feen. 

I will fee. 

See. 

Forced from him. 
Stealing. 

C He whijlles, or 
I whi/lling. 

Snarlingwith anger. 

Surprifed. 

Tired. 

Sought for. 

He was Jlartled. 

/ will give you. 

He lies. 

He creeps. 

He did paddle. 
Howling as a dog. 
Biting. 

Come here. 

Swimming. 


New South Wales. 


Mul-li-ra, 


Englijh. 
Diving. 

''everely cold. Me- 
dianga is com- 
pounded of Me- 
diong, a fore. 
Married. Com- 
3 pounded tfiAMi 

C a man. 


Beajls. 


Jung-o, 

Pat-a-go-rang, 

Bag-gar-ray, 
Wal-li-bah, 
Tein-go, ^ 

Din-go, > 

Wor-re-gal, J 

Boo-roo-min, 

Go-ra-go-ro, 

Wob-bm, 

Ga-ni-mong, 

Wee-ree-a-min, 7 

Wee-ree-am-by, 5 

Bo-gul, 

Mc-rea-gine, 


Common name. 
t A large grey kang- 
I oo-roo. 

Small red ditto. 
Black (Btto. 

Dog. 

( Grey vulpine opof- 
} fum. 

Red ditto. 

Flying fquirrcl. 
Kang-oo-roo rat. 

Large fox rat. 

Rat or moufe. 
Spotted rat. 


Birds. 

Ma-ray-ong, Emu. 

Go-ree-ail, A parrot. 

Mul-go, A black fwan. 

Car-rang-a bo I pelican. When 
mur-ray, i they fee this bird 
over their beesds, 
they fing the fol- 
lowing words ; 

GnooHroo*mc tB'twa-natwi na*twi.— Gnu-roo me 
ta>twa na-twi, aa>twS, tar-rawow, tar-ra wow*. 


• On feeing a (tioal of porpoifet, thr/ ling while the filh ia abore water, No-lc-le-bre la-la, 
No-te-lc-bre la-la, until it goet down, when they 6ag the worda No-tee, No-tee, unul it rifea again. 

Yoo-. 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX, No. XII. ' 


fi'5 


InfeSii, Reptile/, 

New South Wales. Englijh, 
Mar-iae-gong, 

Mi.a-nong, 

Go-nia-go-nia, 

Gil-bc-nong, 

Bur-roo.die-ra, 

Go-na-long, 

Can-nar-ray, 

Cahn, 

Po-boo^iang 


^ecuUarttiet of Language. 

To the men when fifhing they apply the word Mah-ni ; to the women, 
Mahn. 

They make fome dihindion In another inftance when fpeaklng of cry- . 
ing, they fay the men Tong-ij the women Tong-e. 

The following difierence of dialed! was obferved between the natives 
at the Hawkelbury and at Sydney. 


Coafl. 

Inlesnd. 

Englijb.. 

Ca-ber-ra, 

Co-co, 

Head. 

De-w-ar-ra, 

Ke-vrar-ra, 

Hair. 

Gnul'lo, 

Nar-ran, 

ForebeasL 

Mi, 

Me, 


Go-ray, 

Ben-ne, 

Ear. 

Cad-lian,. 

Gang-a, 

Neck. 

Ba-rong, 

Ben-de, 

Belly. 

Moo-nur-ro, 

Boom-boong, 

Navel. 

Boong, 

Bay-ley, 

Buttocks. 

Ten-na-dah, 

Dil-Iuck, 

Moon. 

Co-ing, 

Con-do-in,. 

Sun. 

Go-ra, 

Go-ri-ba, 

Hail. 

Go-gen-ne-gine, 

Go-con^le, 

'Latching Jaek.efs. 


A fpider. 

Afiy. 

A beetle. 

A grafsbopper. 
A butterfly. 
Caterpillar. 
Centipede, 
Snake. 

A black ant. 


New South Wales. 

Too-rong-i, 

Goad-gug, 

Wir-gan, 

Go-gan-nc-gine, 

Po-book, 

Wau-gan, 

Jam-mul jam-mul, 

Garc-a-way, 

Ca-riitc, 

Ur-win-uer-ri-wing 


EngUJh. 

A wild duck. 

A wild pigeon. 

Bird nssmed by us 
the Friar. 

Bird named by us 
the Laughing 
Jack.A/s. 
Mufquito hawk. 
Crow. 

Common bowk. 
White cockatoo. 
Black ditto. 

Curlew. 


WorM. 
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APPENDIX, No. XII. 


Words of a Song. 

Mang-cn-ny-wau-yen-go-nah, bar-ri-boo-Iah, bar-rc-mah. Tliis they 
begin at the top of theh- voices, and continue as long as they can in 
one breath, finking to the loweft note, and then rifing again to the 
higheft. The words are the names of deceafed perfons. 

E-i-ah wan-ge-wah, chian-go, wan-dc-go. The words of another 
fong, fung in the fame manner as the preceding, and of the fame 
meaning. 

I met with only two or three words which bore a refemblancc to any 
other language. 

The middle head of Port Jaekfon is named Ca-ba Ca-ba — in Portu- 
guefe Caba fignifies a head. Cam-ma-rade, a term of aifedlion ufed 
among girls, has a ftrong refemblancc to the French word Cammerade ; 
and may not fotnc fimilUude be traced between the word E-lee-mong, 
a Ihield, and the word Telamon, the name given to the greater Ajax, 
on account of his being lord of the feven-fold Ihield? How thefc 
words came into their language muft be a myftery till we have a more 
intimate knowledge of it than I can pretend to. 


I could have enlarged very much the foregoing account of the natives 
of New South Wales; but, both in deferibing their cuftoms and in de- 
tailing their language, I have chofen to mention only thofe fa£ls about 
which, after much attention and inquiry, I could fatisfy my own 
mind. That they are ignorant favages cannot be difputed ; but I hope 
they do not in the foregoing pages appear to be wholly incapable of 
becoming one day civilized and ufeful members of fociety. 


POST- 
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P O S T S'C R I P T. 

Since the preceding account was printed, letters have been received 
from New South Wales of as late date as the 20th of Auguft 1 797. By 
thefe it appears, that his Majefty’s ftiip Reliance, in her paflage from 
the Cape of Good Hope to Port Jackfon, met with uncommon bad 
weather, which kept her out eleven weeks and one day. About the 
latitude of 41* S. and 77° E. longitude, the fea fuddenly became vio- 
lently agitated, and at lail broke on board the Ihip, (laving a boat 
which was over the Bern, and doing confiderable damage to the (hip. 
Captain Waterhoufe, however, landed fafely thirty-nine head of black 
cattle, three mares, and near fixty (beep. 

Information was alfo received through the fame channel, that a (hip 
called the Sydney-Cove had been fitted out for Port Jackfon from Ben- 
gal ; but fpringing a leak at fea, (he was run a(hore on the fouthernmoft 
part of the coaft of New Holland : feventeen of the crew attempted to 
get to Port Jackfon in their long-boat, but were driven on (hore, and loft 
their boat. They then attempted to reach it by land, in which hazard- 
ous undertaking only three of them fuCceeded, the others either dying, 
on the route or being killed by the natives. They were eighty days in 
performing this journey, and reported that in their way they had 
found great quantities of coal. This was afterwards confirmed by the 
furgeon of the Reliance, who went down to the wreck, and brought 
fpecimens of it back with him, having found immenfe ftrata of this 
ufeful article. Some part of the cargo was got on (hore and houfed' 
where the (hip was Branded. 

When thefe letters left the colony, it continued in as flourilhing a 
Bate as when the Britannia (^led. May it continue to profper ! 


THE END. 


4 K 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 



LIST OF ENGRAVINGS. 


CHART of the Three Harbours of Botany Bay, Port 
Jackfon, and Broken Bay, Ihowing the cultivated Grounds 
in and about the different Settlements, with the Courfe 
of the Rivers Hawkefbury and Nepean, and the Situation 
of the wild Cattle to the Weflward of the lad-mentioned 
River, -- - . - 

View of the Governor's Houfe at Rofe Hill in the Townlhip 
of Parramatta . - 

By Water to Parramatta, with a diAant View of the Weftern 
Mountains , . . ■ . 

Eaftem View of Sydney - 

Weftem View of Sydney Gove - - - 

Direft South View of Sydney - - - 

South-Ead View in Sydney, including the Chutch, &c. 
North View of Sydney Cove .... 

Baker’s Farm on the Banks of the River - 
Wedern View of Toongabbe .... 
Portraits of Ben-nil-long, Wo-lar-ra-bar-ray, Wo-gul-trow-e, 
Boin-ba, and Bun-de-bun-da - 

The Brick Field, or High Road to Parramatta 
View of Sydney in Norfolk Ifland . . .. 

Fac Simile of a Chart of New Zealand, drawn by Too-gee 
Saunderfon’s Farm 


Yoo-long Erah-ba-diang, 

No. 1. 

- 

- 

Ditto 

No. 4, 

• 

- 

Ditto 

No. 3.. 

. 

- 

Ditto 

No. 4. 

- 

. 

Ditto 

No. 5. 


- 

Ditto 

No. 6. 

- 

. 

Ditto 

No. 7. 

- 

- 

Ditto 

No. 8. 

- 

- 

Ceremony of burning a 

Corpfe 

- 

- 




facing the Title. 
Pace 145 

44t 

*32 

25* 

307 

401 

406 

413 

439 

493 

5»8 

544 

54« 

567 

569 
57 ‘ 
573 
575 
577 
579 
581 
6q8 
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